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INTERMITTENT  FEVER, 

Oh  the  Use  of  BlMd-tetting  in  the  Cold  Stage  of  the  Paroxysm  of 
Intermittent  Fever.  By  T.  Ridoway,  m  d.  Licentiate  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Pbysieiaos,  Londoii;  aitdfotmerly  Surgeon  to 
the  Rifle  Brigade. 

Dr.  Mackintosh,  of  Edinbui^b,  has  written  a  paper,* 
wherein  he  has  distinctly  and  satiefactorily  shown  that  ihe» 
danger  which  has  been  apprehended  from  blood-letting,  should 
Hbe  attempted  in  the  cold  stage  of  the  paroxysm  of  inter- 
mittent fever,  is  not  real;  and  that  this  remedy  may  be 
employed  as  freely,  and  with  as  much  safety,  at  this  as  at  any 
other  period  of  the  disease. 

He  has  given  a  high  proof  of  his  intrepidity  and  philan- 
thropy, in  having,  in  defiance  of  the  prejudices  of  past  ages 
and  of  the  present  time,  demonstrated  this,  in  the  first  in- 
stance in  his  own  person,  so  far  back  as  the  year  1810;  and 
he  has  adduced  several*  cases,  of  more  recent  oceurrencc,  in 
corroboration  of  the  principle  he  has  advanced. 

He  has  also  gone  further,  and  thinks  himself  justified  in 
assuming,  from  what  he  has  already  seen,  that  bl<)od-lettinjg 
may  not  only  be  resorted  to  with  equal  safety,  Ixit  that  it 
^H  be  found  to  have  a  greater  effect  in  the  cold  stage  of  the 
paroxysm  than  at  any  other  period,  in  putting  an  end  to  or 

*  loBerted  in  the  Edinburgh  Med.  and  Surg.  Joiwaal  for  X^iA  18f7. 
Ne,Sii,^So,lSf  New  Series.  B 
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mitigating  this  state^  and    rendering  it  amenable  to  the 
influence  of  other  remedies. 

The  retiring  of  the  fluids  from  the  surface  of  the  body,  and 
their  accumulation  in  the  central  parts  of  the  system,  from 
whatever  cause  arising,  during  that  peculiar  state  which  con- 
stitutes the  first  or  cold  stage  of  the  paroxysm  of  intermittent 
fever,  although  it  must  always  have  been  noticed,  had  never 
been  sufficiently  insisted  on  as  tending  to  serious  injury  or 
protraction  of  the  disease.  Few  instances  had  been  recorded 
in  which  the  consequences  were  immediate  and  obvious :  in 
recent  cases  it  was  usually  considered  as  a  temporary  effect; 
a  mere  distention  of  parts  capable  of  expansion,  removeable, 
and  generally  removed,  in  the  future  stages  of  reaction; 
and  even  when,  after  a  long-continued  repetition  of  the 
paroxysm,  a  palpable  effect  was  produced  in  an  enlargement 
of  the  spleen,  this  was  considered  as  little  less  than  salutary, 
— a  mere  indication  of  the  continued  influence  of  disease, 
occurring  in  an  organ  of  small  importance  to  vitality,  neither 
tending  in  itself  to  assist  in  the  protraction  of  the  diseased 
state,  nor  requiring  the  employment  of  measures  for  its  own 
direct  removal. 

At  a  time  that  he  was  himself  suffering  from  intermittent 
Ifever,  returning  in  severe  and  successive  paroxysms,  uninflu- 
enced by  any  remedy.  Dr.  Mackintosh  was  led  to  the  atten- 
tive consideration  of  that  singular  series  of  phenomena  which 
presents  itself  in  this  disease ;  and  hence  proceeded  to  draw 
those  inferences,  which,  if  established,  may  be  of  the  utmost 
importance,  not  only  in  defining  the  treatment  to  be  pursued 
in  controlling  the  symptoms  of  this  form  of  fever,  but  of  all 
the  other  febrile  affections  of  which  it  may.  be  taken  as  an 
archetype*  Reasoning  from  bis  own  impressions,  and  the 
evidence  of  facts  resting  on  unquestionable  authority,  he  felt 
the  necessity  of  attaching  a  higher  degree  of  consequence 
than  was  usually  allowed  to  the  effects  of  the  cold  stage, 
which,  if  it  was  not  in  reality  the  commencement  of  the  dis- 
eased state,  was  at  least  its  first  indication^  preceded  ev6ry 
paroxysm,  and,  by  the  proportion  of  its  intensity,  affected 
the  vehemence  and  duration  of  the  succeeding  stages,  and 
determined  the  depth  of  the  subsequent  prostration. 

Of  this  stage,  then,  the  principal  features  were  the  retiring 
of  the  system  on  itself,  the  shrinking  of  all  the  external  parts 
of  the  body,  and  the  concentration  of  the  fluids  that  accom- 
panies it;  the  result  of  which,  even  considered  as  a  mere 
effect,  was  to  be  highly  deprecated ;  but  which,  if  assumed  as 
a  cause  or  precursor  of  the  whole  of  the  diseased  state,  must 
be  carefully  anticipated  in  its  future  influences. 


i 
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V  For  the  purjxNie  of  averting  the  immediate  oonaequences 
which  might  arise  from  an  OTer-distended  state  of  the  via- 
cera,  the  most  obvioas  and  direct  means  was  to  reduce  the 
volame  of  the  circulating  fluids,  and  adapt  their  quantity  to 
the  capacity  of  the  parts  now  charged  with  containing  them. 

The  most  favourable  moment  for  obviating  congestion  was 
conceived  to  be  that  in  which  the  concentration  had  reached 
its  highest  point.  The  cold  stage  of  the  paroxysm  was, 
therefore,  allowed  to  come  on,  to  be  fully  formed,. and  then 
blood  was  suddenly  abstracted  from  the  venous  system  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  answer  the  proposed  intention.**^  From 
this  bold  and  decisive  measure  resulted,  not  the  nes^ative 
effect  for  which  it  seems  to  have  been  expressly  resortecl  to— 
that  of  merely  diminisbing  the  quantity  of  the  circulating 
fluids  forced  to  occupy  a  smaller  space  in  the  expansile. struci- 
ture  of  the  viscera,  and  thereby  obviating  the  apprehended 
consec]uences  of  over^listention :  neither  was  there  produced 
any  increase  of  the  appalling  appearances  that  attend  the 
state  of  collapse :  on  the  contrary,  no  sooner  was  the  evacu- 
ation completely  efiected,  than  the  fluids  rushed  forward  to 
resume  their  place  in  the  superficial  vessels,  and  the  shrunken 
aspect  of  the  surface  vanished ;  the  distressing  feelings  which 
belong  to  the  cold  stage  were  soon  removed, — the. subsequent 
stages  of  the  paroxysm  were  averted, — a  perfect  solution  of 
the  diseased  state  followed,  and  no  other  paroxysm  suc- 
ceeded. 

Led  on  by  so  very  favourable,  it  may  be  said  so  unexpected, 
an  issue  of  an  experiment,  which  appeared  fraught  with 
danger.  Dr.  Mackintosh  awaited  an  opportunity  for  further 
illustrating  his  principle  by  other  examples ;  and,  although 
he  has  not  suoceeded  so  fully  in  every  instance,  he  mis 
certainly  given  sufficient  proof  that  blood-letting  may  be 
employed  with  perfect  safety  in  the  cold  stage. of  the  pa- 
roxsym  of  intermittent  fever.  He  has  also  shown  that, 
carried  into  effect  at  this  period,  it  will  often  abruptly 
put  an  end  to  the  diseased  state ;  and  that,  where  this  does 
not  actually  happen,  it  will  have  the  effect,  perhaps  always^ 
of  mitigating  the  violence  of  the  paroxysms,  and  of  making 
them  susceptible  of  a  more  ready  removal  by  other  remedies; 
while  the  consequences  of  repeated  and  excessive  concentra- 
tion of  the  fluids  and  congestion  are  thereby  surely  obviated. 
It  will,  therefore,  probably  be  admitted  generally,  that  in  this 

• 

*  I  believe  that  it  is-  not  often  a  matter  of.  indifference  whether,  in  the 
treatment  of  disease*  blood  be  taken  frop  tlie  vcnoqs  omrterial  system;  an 
opinion  1  have  elsewhere  advanced. 
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instance  a  valuable  addition  has  i)eeii  coniribiited  to  taeclical 
k«owledge. 

Having  Uius  far  attempt^  to  display  the  existing  ^iiuation 
of  the  pvesent  question,  rather  than  to  pi^sent  any  new  objeot 
of  attention  >  I  shaii  now  proceed  to  o3er  a  few  observatiioyasi, 
which  may  tend  to  confirm  the  efficacy  and  safety  of  the 
proposed  method,  and  also  assist  to  determine  whether  thajt 
preference  be  just  which  asserts  the  superiority  of  blood- 
letting in  the  cold  stage  of  the  paroxysm,  over  the  same 
nemedy  employed  at  any  other  period  of  the  disease;  and 
although  I  may  not,  perhaps  from  a  want  of  sufficient  ex>- 
perience,  appear  always  to  coincide  with  Dr.  Mackintosh  in 
the  views  he  entertains  on  this  subject,  I  shall  hope  to  be 
.  understood  throughout  as  having  a  proper  sense  of  his 
merit. 

It  was  at  the  time  when  the  British  army  was  in  wio^ter** 
quarters  on  the  fi:(mtier  of  Spain,  after  the  campaign  of  1812» 
a  period  above  two  years  later  than  that  m  which  Dr. 
-Mackintosh  made  the  experiment  in  his  own  person,  that  I 
•was  forced  by  circinnstances  to  employ  bloodletting  in  the 
<coId  stage  of  a  paroxysm  of  intermittent  fever.  Its  suocesf 
was  complete.  I  was  quite  satisfied  of  its  safety  and  efficacy  $ 
and,  had  I  deemed  it  necesssury  in* any  future  instance^  I 
•should  have  had  no  hemtation  in  res(»rting  to  it.  B^t  it  wiU 
be  necessary  to  revert  to  a  still,  earlier  point  of  time  for  the 
better  understanding  of  the  subject. 

The  expedition  to  the  moiith  of  the  Scheldt  took  place  in 
1809:  the  sufferings  of  the  troops  employed  on  that  oocasioa 
are  not  yet  foigotten;  .  The  second-  battalion  of  the  Rifle 
.Brigade  was,  on  its  retarn  to  England,  sent  to  its  former 
4]^«art6rs  at  Hytfae  in  Kent.  At  first  almost  every  man  was 
»ck,  and  the  whole  of  the  barracks  were  converted  into  aiii 
hospital ;  hut,  as  the  violcffice  of  the  disease  abated,  these  re«- 
,tiimed  gmdually  to  their  original  use  and  designalion.  Th^ 
soldiers^  however,  still  contmued  for  some  time  to  be  little 
l)etter  than  convstlescant,  and  hardly  capable  otf  performtii^ 
(their  usual  active  (kities.  When  the  battationi  wa^  in  thii^ 
state,  early  in  the  year  1810^  I  was  waited  on  one  Biorning  by 
a  corporal,  whose  duty  it  was  to  announce  such  matters,  and 
informed  that  a  man  was  dying  in  his  barrack-room.  I  instantly 
•went  with  him,  and  saw  that  the  man  was  really  in  those  oonf> 
vulsions  which  often  immediately  precede  death ;  and  he  wap 
no  sooner  removed  into  the  hospital  than  he  actually  expired. 
Again,  anc^her  morning  the  same  thing  hsippened;  a&d  this 
for  three  or  four  times.  Upon  strict  inquiry  among  the 
soldiers,  I  found  out,  what  they  were  not  at  first  disposed  to 
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-avowr,  said  from  the  fitate  of  ihd  balteltoh  it  Iiad  not  faeea 
diffionlt  to  conoeaU  that  these  men  had  aeFeraUy'b6eB.afFecte4 
■miih  a  iparosysm  of  intermittent  feyter  of  no  great  violence; 
twioe  befoct,  at  tertian  periods;  end  ih«t  this  was,  in  fai^ 
die  aeoesskm  of  the  thkd  pwoxysm  wUdi  had  terminated 
tiieir  ^eKiatesce.  The  s^ptoms  nrhich  preoeded  death  hud 
been  such  as  to  impress  anewiih  tha  belief  (battle  immediate 
canse  liiereof  «xialted  in  the  head ;  and,  by  examination,  i 
satisfied  myself  that  the  brain  had  been  incapacitated  from 
perforaungits  fimctions  in  consequence  of  pressure,  from. the 
<repiessioQ  or  reitiring  back,  as  it  might  be,  oif  the  fhiids  into 
the  cavity  .of  the  skull,  during  the  CTOit  lo  establish,  the  Sist 
stage  of  the  approaching  paroxysm. 

.  Adopting  the  line  of  leascming  which  appears  in  the  iormer 
part  of  this  paper,  (and  it  would  be  useless  to  recapitmlate,)  1 
resolved  to  dtminishthe  vekune  of  the  fluids,  that  tney  might 
the  more  readily  aoconunodate. themselves  to  the  space  whidi, 
on  the  supervention  of  the  cold  stage,  they  must  occupy.  Tm 
«wait  ibe  forxnation  of  ithe  paroxysm,  and  the  presence  of 
tiie  &tal  symptoms  I  had  witnessed,  appeared  to  be  im^ 
Rodent;   I  therefore  at  onoe  determined  to  anticipate  the 

¥^rQxysm,  if  possible »  ^nd  avert  the  impending  dangeti 
he  nonHCommissioned  officers  wexe  ^charged  to  cMstect  and 
•expose  intermittasit  fever  in  its  first  approach;  the  period  ^' 
accession  was  aoted«  and,  before  the  next  paroxysm  cowld 
enter  on  its  formation,  so  much  blood  was  removed  from  the 
venous  system  as  seemed  sufficient  to  meet  the  effect  of  the 
approachingx^oncentcation.  It  vould,  perhaps,  be  considered 
Gratuitous  to  assume  that,  by  these  means,  the  paroxysm  was 
in  any  instimce  werted;  and,  indeed,  it  is  not  intoaded  to 
detail  minutely  events  which  happened  so  kmg  ago,  and 
under  fiut^  peculiar  cinmrnstonoes  of  difficulty  and  distsess. 
^Suffice  it  then  to  say,  iimt  hemaeforwaFd  ao  ffetal  event  arose 
from  tins  oanse;  tmlt  the  pairaxysmS)  when  ihey  were.eoiKlir 
araed,  wes»  lendered  lumfonnly  mild  and  tractable,  and  te  be 
ittteiarnpted  with  jperfect  fietinlity  by  other  i«nedies:  while 
<K>iigei^B.  es  ««enaeqoe»oe.of  ehdr  t«r>eiitbii,  was  «fx»arse 
unknown,  fand  tbe.Te->establishmeiKtef  idie  general  health  waa 
'Cfieoted  more  raipidly  sthan  by  any  other  means,  iand  was 
complete  ajid  permatnent.  ,  ilt  is  luot  then  to  be  vvondeced  at 
that  this  method  of  tceatmont  oontinued  to  precede  all  ottpeis 
in  my  estimation,  and  iiecame  jBstabHshed  in  my  practice. 
Early  in  the  yeajr  18l13v  witile  the  army  was  yet  in  winfCfer 

Xarters  on  the  fixmtijsrof  fipain,  a  isoUkbr  was  recein^d  intb 
9  regimental  hospital  of  the  third  battalien  Rifle  St^de, 
who  was  first  seen  in  tfaeseoemd  paroxysm  of  a  tertian  inter- 
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mittent,  bo  fully  formed  as  to  afford  no.  hope  of  its  interrup- 
tion. According  to  custom,  the  period  of  accession  was 
marked^;  for  the  purpose  of  noting  tne  time  at  which  blood- 
letting was  to  be  performed »  so  that  it  might  immediately 
precede  the  following  paroxysm.  '  About  an  hour,  then,  as 
near  as  could  be  calculated,  before  this  was  expected  to  show 
itself,  I  presented  myself  at  the  hospital,  but  found  that  the 
paroxysm  had  anticipated  its  former  period  considerably,  and 
that  tne  cold  sta^e  was  now  distinctly  formed.  Disappointed - 
at  this,  and  anxious  to  save  the  man  from  a  third  paroxysm, 
as  violent  in  all  probability  as  the  formev>  I  determined  to 

{»roceed,  regardless  of  this  unexpected  obstacle,  and  took 
rom  his  arm  about  twelve  ounces  of  blood.  To  my  utter 
astonishment,  the  cold,  and  other  stages  of  the  paroxysm, 
glided  away  imperceptibly;  the  disease  was  gone;  and,  after 
awaiting  the  next  period  of  accession,  the  soldier  returned  to 
his  duty^  and  never  after  made  his  appearance  at  the 
hospital. 

In  this  manner  was  forced  on  me,  as  it  were,  the  assurance 
that  the  presence  of  the  cold  stage  was  no  impediment  to  the 
employment  of  blood-letting;  and  thus  did  I  become  consci* 
ous,  not  only  of  its  safety,  but  of  its  efficacy  in  this  stage  of 
the  paroxysm:  but  this  instance  was  not  alone  sufficient  to 
impress  me  with  its  superiority  over  the  method  by  anticipa- 
tion, which  I  had  before  employed;  although  I  may  confess 
that  neither  opportunity  has  offered,  or  inclination  prompted 
me,  to  make  a  comparative  trial  of  their  merits,  in  the  hot 
stage,  blood-letting  has  been  employed,  as  it  would  appear> 
with  little  benefit:  it  may  possibly  be  not  altogether  devoid 
of  an  injurious  effect,  in  repressing  the  reactmn.  In  the 
sweating  stt^e,  even  should  it  have  no  injurious  tendency,  it 
.would  seem  to  be  useless  and  unnecessary, — at  least  as  far  as 
the  existing  ^paroxysm  is  concerned. .  In  the  interval,  or 
•period  of  inaction,  it  is  probable  that  the  diseased  state,  in 
whatever  it  may  consist;  still  exists,  although  its  movements 
may  be  less  percepiiUe:  in  short,  thkt  there  is  an  apparent, 
but  no  real  interval.  The  first  part  of  this  stage  is  cnaracte- 
rised  by  excessive  depression,  resulting  from  the  preceding 
violent  agitations  of  every  part  of  the  system.  As  long  as 
this  sense  of  extreme  weakness  continues,  blood-letting  would 
appear  ta  be  altogether  inadmissible;  and  truly  there  can 
hardly  be  conceived  any  reason  for  its  employment.  In  the 
latter  part  of  the  interval,  when  the  system  has  risen  out  of 
tiiis  state  of  overwhelming  depression,  and  is  preparing  to 
describe  anew  her  circle  of  active  operation,  this  remedy  may 
be  resorted  to  with  perfect  confidence. 
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Tt  has  been  shown  by  Dr.  Mackintosh,  and  admitted  and 
corroborated  by  myself,  that  blood-letting  may  be  employed 
in  the  cold  sts^  of  the  paroxysm  with  safety  and  great  ad- 
vantage :  between  this  stage,  then,  and  that  portion  of  the 
interval  which  immediately  precedes  it,  appears  to  me  to  rest 
at  present  the  question  of  preference,  which  experience  has 
not  yet  sufficiently  determined.  The  distressed  feeling  of 
^e  sufferer,  the  appalling  appearances  of  shrinking  and  de- 
bility, and.  the  difficulty  of  taking  away  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  blood,  will  be  obstacles  to  the  use  of  blood-letting  in  the 
cold  stage,  although  not  such  as  to  counterbalance  important 
benefits.  In  the  malignant  and  fatal  forms'of  intermittent, 
in  which  the  accession  of  the  cold  stage  is  the  signal  for  the 
destruction  of  the  patient,  it  would  seem  to  be  more  prudent 
to  anticipate  than  to  await  the  presence  of  those  symptoms 
which  bring  death  in  their  train,  and  which  it  is  probable  the 
remedy  would  not  then  have  the  power  of  averting. 

As  far  as  my  own  limited  sphere  of  observation  has  ex- 
tended,  and  enabled  me  to  judge,  blood-letting  is  a  remedy  of 
the  first  importance  in  intermittent  fever,  employed  with 
judgment  and  moderation ;  and  this  not  only  in  its  earlier 
periods,  but  when  the  disease  has  become  protracted  to  a 
considerable  length,  and  visceral  congestion  has  completely 
established  itself 

Where  the  paroxysms  of  intermittent  fever  proceed,  not- 
withstanding the  employment  of  blood-letting  and  its  conco- 
mitant remedies,  or  where  they  have  appeared  to  be  in 
themselves  of  a  mild  and  tractable  nature,  I  have  seen.no 
remedy  so  effectual  in  interrupting  their  progress  as  the 
Peruvian  bark;  but  I  confess  that  I  have  sometimes  had 
reason  for  deep  regret,  in  having  trusted  to  this  as  the  prin* 
cipal  remedy.  In  a  former  number  of  this  Journal,*  I  showed 
that  the  best  method  of  giving  the  Peruvian  bark  was  in  one 
large  and  sufficient  dose,  immediately  before  the  formation  of 
the  paroxysm,  instead  of  the  usual  mode  of  exhibiting  it  in  a 
number  of  lesser  doses,  distributed  throughout  a  portion  of 
the  interval.  Having  been  on  the  Peninsula  since  that  .pe- 
riod, I  had  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  that  the  practice 
of  giving  the  large  undivided  quantity  was  that  which  was  in 
use  among  the  empirics  of  Spain.  It  is  probable,  therefore, 
that  this  was  the  original  method,  and  that  the  other  was  a 
refinement  of  medicine  and  modem  times.  At  the  time  that 
I  wrote  the  paper  on  this  subject,  it  was  not  knowii  that  the 
chemical  preparations  of  the  bark  might  be  s^ministered  with 

•  For  April  1825. 
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safety  in  c6«sid«rable  quantity:  lately^  however,  this  has 
been  ascertained,  and  they  have  been  applied  oa  this,  princi^ 
pie  to  anticipate  the  approaching  paroxysm. 

In  a  former  part  of  this  paper  I  ventured  to  remark,  that 
the  principle  displayed  and  advocated  by  Dr«  Maekintosh,  of 
bleeding  in  the  cold  stage  of  the  paroxysm  of  intermittent^ 
Aught  possibly  be  found  applicable  in  other  forms  of  fever ; 
and  I  think  I  have  observed  that,  w^hen  blood-letting  has  beea 
enpleyed  in  continued  fever^  before  the  disease  has  h«l  time 
to  be  fuHy  developed,  it  has  been  much  more  effectual  than 
at  a  later  period.  I  shall,  however,  relate  one  case  which  ap»- 
pears  to  bear  on  this  point. 

A  soldier  of  the  third  battalion  Rifle  Brigade  was  received 
into  the  {Regimental  Hospital  at  DubUn,  in  1818,  with  eonti- 
noed  fever.  He  was  not  more  than  eighteen  yeajrs  of  Sj^e,. 
strong,  robust,  fall  and  florid  in  his  appearaxkce,  and,  being^ 
a  musician,  but  little  subject  to  the  common  causes  dL 
disease  in  soldiers*  The  symptoms  were  sUgbt^  and,  seemimg 
to  require  no  very  powerful  jremedy„  a  dose  of  neutral  salt, 
and  the  regimen  of  the  ho^ital,  was  trusted  to  at  the  moment 
for  its  removal.  Next  morning,  on  entering  the  ward,  I  waa 
atruekvritb  horror  at  the  change  in  his  appearance:  he  lay 
unmoved  upon  his  back;  the  plumpness  and  freshness  of  his> 
youthful  countenance  were  exchanged  for  the  aspect  of  death ;. 
nis  eyes,  kept  fixed  steadily  on  me^  were  sunk  in  their  orbits, 
wlMck  looked  like  two  hoUow  cups  in  deep  shadow ;  the  face 
was  shrumh,  and  of  a  livid  hue.  Remembering  how  often  I 
bad  been  disappointed  in  the  use  of  stimnlants,  which  seemed 
to>  hinrry  rather  than  retard  a  threatened  £atal  termination,  I 
determmed  in  thi»  instance  tor  try  the  efiect  of  blood-letting, 
emboldened  by  that  which  it  had  produced  in  the  cokLstaige 
4ft  ittlermittent.  There  was  bo  treiaor  or  agitation  of  too 
body,  no  uoeasiness^  but  an  unusual  tranquility ;  the  temper 
rsture  of  the  surface  was  not  high,  and  the  puke  at  the  wrkt 
was  smalt  and  very  frequent,  (170  in  a  minute. )  I  opened  ai 
vein;  the  blood  flowed  slowly.  I  kept  my  finder  on  the 
artery,  but  it  did  not  falter ;  neither  were  its  strokes  altered 
in  frequency  or  strength.  Having  succeeded  in  obtaining 
about  eight  ounces>  I  thought  the  experiment  had  been  cairied 
far  enough  for  the  time,  and  waitea  the  event.  After  some 
hoinrs,  little  alteration  had-  taken  place;  but  the  next  morning 
the  hideouA  aspect  of  the  countenance  was  evidently  diminish- 
ed, and  its  plumpness  and  freshness  seemed  to  be  returning 
gradually-  1  then,  without  fear,  took  other  eight  ounces  oi 
blood,  which  was  soon  followed  by  a  perfect  restoration  of 
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health  and  appearance ;  so  that,  without  any  other  remedy, 
he  was  able  in  a  few  days  to  resume  his  usu^f  avocations. 

In  the  Number  of  this  Journal  for  October  1824,  is  an 
extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sabdham,  surgeon  to  the  forces, 
serving,  I  presume,  in  the  East  Indies,  which  contains  some 
observations  that  appear  to  me  to  be  not  inrelevant  to  this 
i»al>ject.  He  speaks  of  cholera.  **  Nine  well-marked  caaes 
preseated  themselves  in  May  and  June,  the  two  first  of  which 
terminated  fatally,  and  the  morbid  appearances  in  them  have 
produced  a  very  considerable  change  in  my  ideas  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  disease,  and  I  believe  enabled  me  to  save  the 
rest.  I  have  been  impressed  with  the  opinion  that  it  is  in 
consequence  of  irregul^  or  suspended  action  of  the  brain  all 
the  other  symptoms  arise;  the  circulation  is  almost  stopped; 
the  faJood  retires  from  the  surface;  the  heart  is  incapable  of 
its  office;  congestion  takes;  place  in  the  head,  and  particularly 
in  the  liver."  #  #  #  «  When  I  first  had  to  encounter 
this  disease,  I  objected  to,  and  did  not  use,  the  lancet,  be^^ 
cause  I  knew  inflammation  of  the  stomach  and  intestines  to 
be  a  consequence,  and  not  a  cause ;  for  in  all  those  in  whom 
it  was  most  acute,  and  terminated  fatally  in  a  few  hours, 
neither  the  stomach  nor  intestines  ever  showed  a  red  vessel, 
•but  there  was  the  greatest  venous  congestion.  But,  since  the 
change  in  my  ideas  relative  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  I 
have,  where  I  could  get  it,  immediately  bled  to  the  extent  of 
from  forty  to  even  sixty  ounces,  and  with  the  most  marked 
good  effects;  the  patients  finding  great  and  immediate  relief, 
the  heart  resuming  its  office,  the  pulse  returning  to  the  wrist, 
the  surface  losing  its  shrunken  livid  appearance  and  dieadly 
coklneas,  and  the  cramps,  vomiting,  and  implacable  thirst 
being  greatly  moderated." 

•  Whatever,  then,  may  be  the  immediate  occasion  of  this 
effiut  at  ciHicentration,  which  forms  so  prominent  a  feature 
of  e«rtaih  diseased  states,  it  is  evident  that,  by  the  removal 
of  a  portion  of  tbe  general  mass  of  blood,  the  crassamentum 
with  the  serum,  the  process  on  which  it  depends  seems  to  be 
most  effectually  subverted,  and  the  necessity  for  reaction  re- 
moved or  diminished  :  while  it  also  becomes  perfectly  obvious 
that  the  risk  supposed  to  attend  this  measure  in  such  situa- 
tions is  not  real,  but  imaginary. 

loHdtmi  May  Stk,  1827. 
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FRACTURE  OF  THE  HUMERUS.  . 

Cases  of  Fracture  of  the  Neck  of  the  Humerus,  treated  by  Mr. 
Travers,  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  With  Remarksy  by 
J.  Hainworth,  Surgeon. 

The  term  "neck  of  the  os  humeri"  is  generally  under- 
stood,  in  surgical  language,  to  apply  to  that  portion  of  the 
bone  which  is  below  the  head  and  above  the  insertion  of 
the  pectoralis  major,  latissimus  dorsi,  and  teres  major  mus- 
cles. A  fracture  in  this  situation  has  long  been  set  Tlown  as 
the  most  difficult  to  detect  of  all  the  fractures  of  the  humerus, 
and  has  not  un frequently  been  mistaken  for  a  fracture  of  the 
neck  of  the  scapula,  or  a  dislocation  of  the  head  of  the  hume- 
rus into  the  axilla.  From  the  description,  however,  of  this 
jBLCcident  given  in  one  of  the  latest  and  most  esteemed  works 
on  this  subject,  we  should  be  led  to  imagine  that  the  diagnosis 
was  easy,  the  point  which  constitutes  the  difficulty  being 
only  incidentally  mentioned ;  and,  but  for  a  fortunate  acci- 
dent Occurring  at  the  moment  of  writing  the  description,  it 
would  in  all  probability  have  been  passed  over  without  the 
^lightest  notice.  The  author  states,  that  "  in  this  accident 
the  head  of  the  bone  remains  in  its  place,  but  the  body  of  the 
humerus  sinks  into  the  axilla,  where  its  extremity  can  be  felt; 
and  it  draws  down  the  deltoid  muscle,  so  as  to  lessen  the 
roundness  of  the  shoulder."  If  these  appearances  were  pre- 
sented immediately  after  the  accident,  there  could  be  no 
impediment  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  the  mode  of  ascertain- 
ing the  injury  subsequently  recommended, — viz.  by  grasping 
the  head  of  the  humerus,  and  rotating  the  body  of  the  bone, 
when  the  head  will  be  found  to  remain  unmoved.  The  au- 
thor, however,  proceeds  to  give  the  notes  of  a  case  of  this  kind, 
which  was  brought  to  Guy's  Hospital  at  the  time  he  was 
writing  the  above  description;  and  here  it  was  observed, 
among  other  symptoms,  that  **  the  tension  which  succeeded 
the  accident  filled  up  the  hollow  which  was  at  first  produced 
by  the  fall  of  the  deltoid  muscle."  By  comparing  these  two 
accounts,  we  shall  be  inevitably  led  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  general  description  was  drawn  either  from  considering  the 
appearances  which  a  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  humerus 
would  present  in  the  dead  subject,  or  that  it  was  derived  from 
the  appearances  presented  several  days  after  the  infliction  of 
the  injury.  In  drawing  this  conclusion,  we  are  aware  that  it 
may  appear  presumptuous  to  question  the  accuracy  of  so 
great  an  authority  as  Sir  Astley  Cooper  ;  but  when  the  case 
given  us  by  himself  is  directly  at  variance  with  his  previous 
statements,  and  when  this  case  is  corroborated  in  every  point 
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by  others  of  a  similar  kind^  it  surely  becomes  our  duty  to 
look  with  a  suspicious  eye  on  an  account  which  differs  so 
widely  from  carefully  noted  histories,  and  to  direct  the  pro- 
fessional public  to  sin  impartial  investigation  of  the  subject  for 
themselves.  With  this  view  only  have  these  remarks  been 
drawn  up,  founded  on  an  attentive  observation  of  the  sub- 
joined  cases. 

The  source  of  all  the  difficulty  which  has  been  experienced 
by  surgeons  in  endeavouring  to  detect  this  fracture,  appears 
to  consist  in  the  great  extravasation  of  blood"  which  takes 
place  immediately  after  the  accident,  in  consequence  of  the 
very  severe  contusion  sustained  by  the  soft  parts  about  the 
shoulder,  and  particularly  by  the  deltoid  muscle,  and  in  the 
consequent  inflammation  and  effusion  of  lymph  and  serum; 
the  injury  being  commonly  inflicted  by  a  fall  on  the  point  of 
the  shoulder.  This  extravasation  and  effusion  produce  enor« 
mous  swelling  and  distention  of  the  upper  part  of  the  limb, 
so  that  the  natural  rotundity  of  the  shoulder  is  much  in- 
creased, and  the  head  of  the  humerus  cannot  by  any  means 
be  felt ;  the  whole  mass  becomes  so  consolidated  together 
that  no  crepitus  can  be  perceived  on  moving  the  limb,  which 
may  be  readily  done  in  every  direction  by  applying  slight 
external  force,  although  very  adute  pain  is  excited.  The 
patient  himself  is  utterly  incapable  of  making  the  least 
exertion,  and  allows  the  whole  shoulder  to  droop,  so  as  in 
some  instances  to  have  given  rise  to  the  mistaken  notion  that 
the  neck  of  the  scapula  had  been  fractured.  This  drooping 
of  the  shoulder  caniiot  be  considered  as  diagnostic  in  this 
case,  as  it  is  a  symptom  common  to  almost  every  injury  of 
the  shoulder  and  upper  part  of  the  arm,  from  a  simple  con- 
tusion to  the  most  complicated  mischief  which  can  be 
inflicted.  Partly  from  this  drooping,  and  partly  from  the 
induration  of  the  axilla  by  the  extension  of  the  extravasation, 
partly  also  from  the  displacement  inwards  of  the  lower  fracr 
tured  portion,  such  a  protuberance  has  appeared  iii  the  axilla 
as  to  lead  to  the  beliief  that  the  head  of  the  humerus  was 
dislocated;  and,  in  the  absence  of  crepitus,  this  opinion 
appears  plausible  enough ;  but,  in  addition  to  the  mobility  of 
the  limb  in  all  directions,  the  slightest  inquiry  as  to  the  mode 
in  which  the.  accident  happened  will  at  once  lead  to  the  cer- 
tainty  that  such  a  displacement  of  the  head  of  the  bone  is 
impossible ;  for,  as  before  observed,  the  point  of  the  shoulder 
has,  in  almost  every  case,  received  the  full  force  of  the  fall. 
.  This  account,  which  applies  to  the  first  six  or  eight  days 
after  the  accident,  will  sufficiently  explain  the  difficulty  expe- 
n^nced.by  surgeons  of  all  periods  in  detecting  at  once  the 
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nature  of  the  injury ;  and  at  this  stage  it  is,  rn  fact^  almost 
impossible  to  give  a  decided  opinion  as  to  the  existence  of 
fracture  or  otherwise:  neither  is  it  of  so  much  importance  to 
arrive  at  certainty,  for,  in  the  inflamed  and  swollen  state  of 
the  limb,  distending  the  integuments  to  the  utmost,  no 
surgeon  would  think  of  applying  bandages  and  splints  with* 
out  first  endeavouring  to  reduce  the  inflammation ;  for  other- 
wise he  would  almost  infallibly  produce  gangrene.  The 
circumstances  already  pointed  out,  when  connected  together^ 
will  excite  a  strong  suspicion  that  the  neck  of  the  humerus  is 
fractured;  and  this  is  all  that  the  surgeon  can  require  to 
govern  his  conduct,  as  he  has  a  sufficient  number  of  facts  to 
satisfy  him  that  the  head  of  the  bone  is  not  dislocated,  and 
he  knows  that,  by  confining  the  patient  in  bed,  supporting  the 
injured  arm  on  a  pillow,  and  by  the  frequent  application  of 
leeches  and  the  continued  employment  of  cold  lotions,  the 
inflammation  will  be  subdued,  and  the  extravasated  blood, 
and  effused  serum  and  lymph,  will  be  gradually  absorbed  in 
the  course  of  seven  or  eight  days,  leaving  the  shoulder  in  the 
state  described  by  Sir  A.  Cooper  as  occurring  immediately 
after  the  accident,  when  the  most  satisfactory  assurance  may 
be  obtained  of  the  actual  state  of  the  bone.  Not  only  will 
the  effused  fluid  be  removed  about  this  time,  but  the  deltoid 
will  have  become  so  much  reduced  in  size  by  the  process  of 
interstitial  absorption,  that  the  bone  will  be  found  to  lie 
almost  immediately  beneath  the  integument,  and  there  is  not 
the  slightest  difficulty  in  ascertaining  that  the  head  of  the 
humerus  occupies  its  place  in  the  glenoid  cavity :  it  may  also 
be  readily  grasped  between  the  fingers,  and  will  be  found  to 
remain  unmoved  while  the  body  of  the  bone  is  rotated ;  cre- 
pitus will  also  be  readily  perceived,  though  somewhat  modi* 
fled  by  the  deposit  on  the  fractured  extremities ;  and,  in  most 
instances,  the  point  of  the  lower  portion  will  be  felt  in  the 
axilla.  This,  of  course,  refers  to  the  fracture  above  the  in- 
sertions of  the  pectoralis  major/  latissimus  dorst,  and  terea 
major  muscles:  when  below  these,  and  above  the  insertion  of 
the  deltoid,  the  point  of  the  upper  portion  will  be  drawn  in-» 
wards,  and  the  lower  will  project  beneath  the  deltoid. 

Little  is  required  to  be  said  on  the  treatment  of  the  fracture 
at  this  stage.  The  limb  must  be  extended  by  fixing  the 
shoulder,  and  using  the  forearm  as  a  lever  to  draw  down  the 
body  of  the  humerus;  a  well-padded  splint  may  tlien  be 
placed  on  the  inner  and  outer  side  of  the  arm,  and  fixed  with 
a  carefully  applied  roller ;  a  large  pad  must  now  be  placed  in 
the  axilla,  binding  it  there  by  a  roller  crossed  over  the 
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shoulder  on  the  injared  side,  and  carried  under  the  opposite 
shoulder ;  then,  bringing  the  elbow  to  the  side  by  means  of  a 
bandage  passed  round  the  body,  the  lower  portion  is  prevented 
from  being  again  displaced ;  the  forearjn  may  now  be  sup- 
ported in  a  sling  in  a  supine  position,  to  relax  the  biceps 
muscle.  On  removing  the  apparatus  at  the  end  of  three  or 
six  weeks,  according  to  the  age  of  the  patient  and  the  powers 
of  his  constitution,  the  fracture  will  generally  be  found  firmly 
reunited,  and  a  few  weeks  will  suffice  to  restore  the  limb  to 
its  former  vigour. 

Case  of  Frctcture  of  the  Neck  of  the  Humerus,  in  which  the  lower 
portion  projected  a  little  into  tlie  A  xilla^  the  Patient  regaining 
full  power  over  the  Limb. 

June  I3th,  1825. — Hugh  Jullion,  eet.  thirty-six,  was  returning 
home  last  evening  in  a  gig,  in*  a  state  of  intoxication,  when  the 
horse  took  fright  and  overturned  the  vehicle,  throwing  the  man 
with  considerable  violence  to  the  ground,  the  upper  part  of  his 
shoulder  receiving  the  full  force  of  the  fall.  The  arm  was  rendered 
useless,  and,  on  application  to  a  surgeon,  he  was  told  that  it  was 
broken,  and  advised  to  go  to  thehospital.  On  admission,  about  fifteen 
houi's  after  the  accident,  the  soft  parts  covering  the  shoulder-joint 
were  so  much  swollen,  and  rendered  so  tense,  that  an  accurate 
idea  of  the  nature  of  the  accident  could  not  be  formed.  Some 
crepitus  could  be  occasionally  perceived,  though  very  indistinctly ; 
and  although  some  irregularity  was  found  in  the  axilla,  yet  it  wa? 
sufficiently  clear  that  it  did  not  contain  the  head  of  the  humerus, 
and  the  elbow  was  easily  brought  to  the  side.  The  patient  com- 
plained much  of  the  pain,  which  the  examination  aggravated 
considerably. 

Leeches  were  applied,  and  occasionally  repeated  ;  spirit  lotion.. 
The  patient  was  kept  in  bed  several  days,  supporting  the  arm  by  a 
pillow.  Aperient  medicines  were  given;  and,  as. he  complained 
much  of  pain  and  want  of  sleep,  he  was  ordered]  to  take  Extr« 
Hyosc,  gr.  v.  omni  nocte;  which  on  the  18th  was  omitted,  and  Pil. 
Sapon.  cum  Opio  gr.  v..  substituted. 

The  swelling  and  tension  subsided  very  gradually.  On  the  23d^ 
the  stellate  bandage  was  applied,  with  a  pad  in  the  axilla;  a  splint, 
reaching  from  the  shoulder  to  the  external  condyle,  applied ;  the 
elbow  confined  to  the  side,  and  the  forearm  supported  by  a  sling. 

July  23d. ^ — The  fracture  has  firmly  united  ;  the  lower  point  of 
bone  projects  slightly  in  the  axilla;  the  arm  is  stiff,  but  permits  of 
motion  in  every  direction. 

August  10th. — The  muscles  of  the  arm,  which  had  wasted  con- 
siderably, have  now  nearly  regained  their  former  swe.  The  move- 
ments of  the  joint  are  perfect,  and  performed  with  tolerable 
facility. 
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Case  of  Fracture  of  the  Head  and  Neck  of  th^  Humerus,  in  which 
firm  Union  took  place,  leaving  the  Movements  of  the  Joint  perfect, 

October  11th,   1826. — Joseph  Miller,  set.  eighteen,  a  strong 

healthy  lad,  was  early  this  morning  thrown  from  his  horse,  falling 

upon  the  point  of  the  right  shoulder.   He  was  admitted  nine  hours 

after  the  accident,  with  immense  swelling  and  great  tension  of  the 

whole  shoulder,  and  particularly  of  the  deltoid  muscle,  the  integu« 

ments  covering  them  being  very  hot,  and  much  discoloured ;  the 

shoulder  is  considerably  depressed;    there   is  no  tumor  in  the 

axilla ;  and  though  the  boy  has  lost  all  power  over  the  limb,  yet 

the  elbow  can  be  carried  to  the  side,  and  the  hand  raised  to  the 

head.     In  consequence  of  the  enormous  swelling,  neither  crepitus 

nor  rotation  of  the  head  of  the  humerus  can  be  perceived.     He 

complains  of  great  pain,  violently  increased  by  moving  the  arm, 

particularly  in  rotation. 

Ordered  to  keep,  bis  bed,  supporting  the  arm  by  a  pillow.  Apply 
Hiradines  xx.,  and  afterwards  a^bultice  to  encoarage  the  bleeding. — 
Spirit  lotion. 

The  leeches  were  occasionally  repeated,  and  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days  the  swelling  had  in  some  degree  subsided,  and  the  pain 
was  much  alleviated. 

18th.— The  swelling  is  somewhat  reduced,  but  the  shoulder  is 
still  misshapen;  there  is  about  double  the  distance  between  tlie 
front  and  back  part  of  the  head  of  the  os  humeri,  as  compared  with 
the  opposite  shoulder.  On  careful  examination,  a  fissure  may  be 
felt,  though  indistinctly,  extending  from  below,  upwards  and  for- 
wards, through  the  head  of  the  bone.  On  rotating  the  arm,  and 
fixing  the  head,  a  crepitus  is  perceived,  as  of  one  Hat  surface 
thrown  off  another,  and  again  striking  it:  this  motion  excites 
great  pain. 

A  pad  was  now  placed  in  the  axilla ;  a^tellate  bandage  applied; 
a  splint  placed  on  the  outer  side  of  the  arm,  and  the  elbow  confined 
to  the  side,  supporting  the  forearm  in  a  sling.  In  the  course  of  a 
few  days,  he  became  much  easier/  and  the  swelling  entirely  dis- 
appeared. 

November  20th. — ^The  apparatus  was  removed.  The  deltoid 
muscle  has  wasted  considerably,  and  the  state  of  the  bone  can  be 
both  seen  and  felt.  The  space  from  the  back  to  the  front  of  the 
head  is  about  two-thirds  wider  than  in  the  sound  limb  ;  anteriorly 
is  an  irregular  projection  of  bone,  forming  about  the  lower  one- 
fourth  of  the  head  of  th^  os  humeri,  and  from  this  a  slight  ridge  of 
callus  may  be  traced,  extending  obliquely  downwards  and  back- 
wards a  short  distance  into  the  shaft  of  the  bone.  From  long 
confinement  the  artn  is  nearly  fixed  to  the  side. 

Passive  motion  was  employed  daily,  and  also  friction,  and  by  the 
11th  of  December  the  deltoid  and  other  muscles  had  regained 
about  half  their  bulk,  and  the  lad  could  use  the  arm  tolerably  well 
in  all  directionjs 
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Case  of  Fracture  of  the  Cervix  Humeri,  in  which  an  opportunity 
was  afforded  of  examining  the  Limb  six  Months  after  the 
Accident » 

January  1st,  1818. — Patrick  Bryan,  eet.  fourteen,  slipped  in 
walking,  and  fell  upon  the  point  of  the  shoulder,  about  an  inch 
below  the  acromion,  against  the  edge  of  a  step.  He  states  that  he 
was  stunned  by  the  fall,  and  has  since  lost  all  command  over  the 
arm.  On  his  admission,  about  twenty-four  hours  after  the  acci- 
dent, Yery  considerable  effusion,  and  consequent  tension,  existed 
on  the  anterior  part  of  the  joint,  which,  was  lAuch  more  rounded 
than  natural ;  there  was  no  depression  below  the  acromion  5  neither 
was  there  any  fullness  in  the  axilla.  Grasping  the  head  of  the 
humerus  between  the  thumb  and  finger  before  and  behind  the 
acromion,  and  rotating  the  arm,  a  distinct  crepitus  is  perceived  ; 
and  pressure  upon  this  part  occasions  much  pain. 

Applic'  Hirudioes  xij.  et  posiea  Lotio  Alba  c.  Spir.  Vinos. — Sninatar 
Uaastns  Piirgans. 

January  6th. — Tension  and  pain  much  relieved.  The  stellate 
bandage,  with  a  pad  in  the  axilla,  was  now  applied,  and  the  arm 
supported  in  a  sling. 

The  tension  gradually  subsided,  and  on  the  31st  the  bandage 
was  left  off. 

February  11th. — He  was  discharged,  all  the  motions  of  the 
shoulder-joint  being  performed  with  nearly  as  much  freedom  as 
befdre  the  accident  occurred. 

In  the  month  of  June  following,  he  was  admitted  with  a  very 
severe  laceration  of  the  hand  and  forearm,  inflicted  by  a  wool- 
carding  machine,  for  which  amputation  was  performed.  The  lad, 
however,  died  in  two  days;  and,  on  examining  the  humerus,  it  was 
found  to  have  been  fractured  a  little  below  its  head.  It  had  firmly 
united,  giving  to  the  bone,  however,  somewhat  of  the  shape  of  the 
OS  femoris. 


RUPTURE  OF  THE  AORTA,  WITHOUT  ANEURISM. 

Case  of  Rupture  of  the  Aorta,  near  its  Arch,     Communicated  by 
Thomas  Rose,  Esq.  Surgeon  to  St.  George's  Hospital. 

Parh-place  ;  April  IQlh,  1827. 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  leave  to  transmit  to  you  the  account  of  an 
extensive  rupture  of  the  aorta,  near  its  arch,  which  lately 
came  under  my  observation.  There  was  no  aneurism,  but 
the  coats  of  the  artery,  from  the  commencement  of  the  vessel 
at  the  semilunar  valves  to  its  bifurcation,  were  very  easily 
torn;  and  the  internal  coat  exhibited  the  thickened  steato- 
matous  appearance  which  might  naturally  have  been  expected 
to  lead  to  the  formation  of  that  disease.  It  seems,  indeed, 
not  improbable  that  this  was  actually  forming  during  the  few 
hours  of  suffering  which  preceded  the  patient's  death,  by  the 
internal  and  middle  coats  of  the  vessel  having  given  way,  and 
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by  the  dilatation  of  the  cellular  coat.  The  latter^  however, 
and  the  adjacent  parts,  were  unable  to  resist  the  impetus  of 
the  circulation;  and,  after  injecting  to  a  great  extent  the 
cellular  tissue  on  the  outsides  of  the  pleura  and  pericardium, 
the  blood  forced  its  way  through  these  membranes,  and  the 
hemorrhage  speedily  proved  fatal. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir,  faithfully  yours, 

THOMAS  ROSE. 

To  Dr,  Macleod* 

A  gentleman,  fifty- two  years  of  age,  of  a  stout  and  large  frame 
of  body,  and  of  rather  a  full  habit,  who  had  at  different  times  suf- 
fered a  good  deal  of  anxiety  of  mind,  was  attacked  very*  suddenly, 
on  the  evening  of  the  16th  of  February,  with  a  sharp  pain  com- 
mencing in  his  chin,  and  passing  rapidly  down  his  neck,  in  the 
course  of  the  great  vessels,  to  his  chest  and  back.  He  was  engaged 
in  earnest  conversation  with  a  friend  at  the  moment  when  it  seized 
him,  but  it  was  so  severe  as  to  oblige  him  almost  immediately  to 
retire  to  bed*  He  passed  a  restless  night,  the  pain  continuing  un- 
abated duringit,  as  it  did  during  the  succeeding  day. 

At  six  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  (the  1 7th,)  I  saw 
him  by  desire  of  his  son,  a  very  attentive  pupil  of  St.  George's 
Hospital,  and  of  Mr.  Miles,  formerly  house  surgeon  of  that 
hospital,  who  was  at  the  time  on  a  visit  in  his  house.  I  found  him 
lying  on  his  back,  with  his  arms  extended  by  his  side.  He  seemed 
afraid  to  turn  himself  in  bed  or  to  move.  His  pulse  was  soft,  and 
easily  compressed,  about  ninety-six  or  one  hundred ;  his  tongue 
was  moist,  and  had  a  brown  tinge  over  its  centre;  his  countenance 
expressed  much  anxiety.  He  could  fully  distend  his  lungs,  but 
this,  like  every  other  exertion,  was  followed  by  an  increase  of  pain. 
He  described  the  pain  as  very  severe,  and  said  it  radiated  about  his 
kidneys  and  back,  and  occasionally  passed  across  his  chest.  His 
bowels  had  acted  once,  but  not  very  freely.  He  had  taken  a  dose 
of  infusion  of  Rhubarb  and  Senna  in  the  early  part  of  the  day ; 
but  Mr.  Miles  informed  me  that  the  pulse  at  first  appeared  so 
languid,  that  he  had  judged  it  advisable  to  give  one  or  two  doses 
of  Ammonia  in  Camphor  mixture,  before  he  had  ventured  to  admi- 
nister the  aperient  draught. 

There  was  nothing  in  the  previous  history  of  his  complaints  to 
throw  any  light  on  the  nature  of  this  attack.  He  had  been  affected 
with  rheumatic  pains  about  a  fortnight  before,  chiefly  attacking 
his  loins  and  sacrum,  but  occasionally  extending  along  every  part 
of  his  spine;  and  had  at  that  time  been  cupped  on  the  loins  to  tlie 
extent  of  a  few  ounces.  He  had  often  complained  of  pains  in  his 
shoulders,  and  in  the  folds  of  his  arms;  but  these  had  not  been 
much  noticed,  although  his  friends  observed  that'his  appearance 
had  not  been  of  late  by  aify  means  so  healthy  as  formerly. 

I  was  unable  to  determine  to  what  cause  to  refer  his  sufferings, 
and  directed  a  common  saline  aperient  mixture  to  be  given  in  re- 
peated doses,  until  bis  bowels  should  be  freely  acted  upon ;  to 
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lehlcli,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Miles,  a  little  Vinum  Colchici  was 
added.  I  returned  a  little  before  eleven.  He  had  vomited  the 
first  dose  of  the  medicine,  but  thought  himself  much  relieved  by 
ity  and  his  pulse  and  tongue  had  become  more  natural.  He 
passed  a  very  quiet  night»  without  the  assistance  of  an  opiate 
which  had  been  directed  to  be  had  in  readiness,  in  case  it  should 
be  required ;  and,  when  T  saw  him  on  the  morning  of  the  1 8th^ 
he  stated  that  he  felt  himself  much  better  in  every  respect, 
and  that  the  pain  which  he  experienced  was  then  comparatively 
trifling.  ' 

At  nine  in  the  evening  of  the  18th,  I  was  again  called  to  see  him. 
He  had  continued  in  bed  during  the  day,  taking  merely  a  little 
broth  occasionally,  which  h^  ate  with  appetite,  and  he  had  been 
easy  and  cheerful.  Once  or  twice  he  had  complained  to  his  son  of 
a  noise,  which  he  thought  proceeded  from  some  people  knocking 
on  the  partition  between  his  room  and  the  next;  and  he  insisted  on 
orders  being  sent  to  stop  it,though  nothing  of  the  kind  could  be  heard 
by  others.  It  appeared  that  he  had  made  the  same  complaints  on 
the  preceding  day.  About  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  he  became 
restless,  got  up  repeatedly  from  a  disposition  to  tenesmus,  which 
was  not  relieved  by  an  injection  of  starch  and  opium ;  and,  when  I 
saw  him  at  nine,  he  was  laid  across  his  bed,  in  a  state  of  extreme 
depression,  having  a  feeble,  very  irregular,  and  fluttering  pulse;  a 
cold  perspiration  on  his  skin,  and  coldness  of  his  extremities. 
Upon  being  got  into  bed^  and  on  some  strong  port-wine  negus 
being  administered,  the  circulation  soon  became  more  active,  and 
his  pulse  became  more  firm.  I  sent  his  son  to  request  Dr.  Hewett 
to  visit  him,  who  came  immediately.  Before  his  arrival,  however, 
the  alarming  symptoms  of  depression  had  a  good  deal  subsided, 
and,  though  still  languid  and  feeble,  he  was  able  to  give  a  clear 
account  of  his  feelings,  and  to  describe  the  pain  which  he  had 
experienced. 

UT.  Hewett  orclered  a  f^w  grains  of  Calomel  and  IpecacUan, 
With  extract  of  Poppies,  to  be  given  immediately,  and  to  be  re- 
peated during  the  night ;  and  that  he  should  take  some  Castor-oil 
m  the  morning.  He  directed  also  a  mixture  of  Ammonia  and 
Camphor  mixture,  to  be  given  occasionally,  in  case  the  faintness 
should  recur. 

At  four  in  the  morning,  I  was  again  summoned  to  see  him,  but 
before  I  reached  his  house  he  was  dead.  It  appeared  that  he 
continued  quiet  and  easy  until  near  that  hour,  when  the  same  dis- 
position to  tenesmus  returned,  obliging  him  to  get  out  of  bed  two 
or  three  times.  After  being  up  for  a  few  minutes,  the  faintness 
returned,  and  he  shortly  afterwards  expired. 

I  obtained  permission  to  examine  the  body,  which  was  done  on 
the  21st,  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  Hewett  and  Mr.  Miles,  and  the 
following  were  the  morbid  appearances: — 

On  opening  into  the  pericardium,  about  three  ounces  of  serum, 
mixed  with  blood,  were  found  in  its  cavity.  The  basis  of  the  heart. 
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aiidthecommencemeDts  of  the^reat  vessels,  presented  a  completely 
ecchymosed  appearance,  from  blood  having  been  forced  into  the 
cellular  membrane  between  them  and. that  part  of  the  pericardium 
which  is  reflected  over  them.  At  one  small  spot  that  membrape 
had  given  way,  from  the  effusion  between  it  aud  the  muscular 
fibres  of  the  heart ;  and  through  thi^  the  blood  had  passed  which 
vas  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  pericardium. 

The  semilunar  valves  at  the  root  of  the  aorta  were  partially  ossi- 
fied, at  that  part  of  their  margin  which  is  attached  to  the  side^  of 
the  vessel.  Beyond  these,  the  whole  internal  membrane  of  the 
artery,  as  far  as  its  bi^rcation,  presented  an  irregular  thickened 
appearance,  from  numerous,  whitish,  flattened  tubercles,  of  a 
steatomatous  character,  being  everywhere  deposited  in  it.  It 
could  be  lacerated  with  the  greatest  ease. 

At  the  arch  of  the  aorta,  there  was  a  rent  of  not  less  than  two 
inches  in  length  on  its  concave  side,  b^inning  in  the  ascending 

Srtion, '  and  terminating  immediately  opposite  the  origin  of  the 
't  carotid  and  subclavian.  There  was  no  appearance  of  ulcera* 
tion  at  the  edges  of  this  rent.  An  enormous  effusion  of  blood  had 
taken  place  every  where  about  the  vessel.  A  tumor  consisting  of 
recent  coaguhim,  of  twice  the  bulk  of  a  lemon,  surrounded  that 
part  of  the  ves&el  in  which  the  rent  had  taken  place.  The  posterior 
mediastinum  was  completely  filled  with  blood,  which  was  also  in* 
jected  extensively  between  the  lungs  and  the  pleura  on  each  side, 
more  especially  the  left;  and,  in  short,  every  where  into  the  cells 
of  the  cellular  membrane  in  the  thorax.  The  pleura  on  each  side 
bad  been  ruptured  by  the  pressure  of  the  blood;  more  than  two 
quarts  of  coagulated  blood  and  serum  being  found  in  the  cavity  of 
tike  left  pleura,  and  about  half  as  much  in  that  of  the  right. 

It  is  diflicult  to  determine  at  what  precise  period  the  rup- 
ture of  the  vessel  took  place.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  in- 
ternal coats  ga^e  way  on  the  first  attack^-<— that  is,,  on  the 
evening  of  the  16th ;  the  cellular  coat  restraining  for  a  tim^ 
the  emision  of  blood,  and  commencing  the  formation  of 
aneurism,  which  would  probably  have  been  the  result  had 
the  rent  been  less  extensive,  or  the  impetus  of  the  circulation, 
more  moderate.  The  blood  thrown  out  round  the  vessel 
would  account  for  the  languid  state  of  th^  patient's  pulse,  and 
for  the  distressing  pain  wnich  he  experienced  in  his  chest  and 
back.  During  the  eflforts  which  he  made  to  evacuate  bis 
bowels,  the  quantity  of  effused  blood  was  no  doubt  materially 
increased,  gradually  filling  the  cellular  membrane  in  the 
thorax,  and  producing  the  alarming  faintness  on  the  evening 
of  the  17th;  and  the  rupture  of  the  pleura  on  eacb  side  was 
probably  the  immediate  forerunner  of  death. 
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Memoranda  of  two  Cases  of  Rupture  of  the  Aorta,  without  Aneurism. 

Rupture  of  tbe  aorta  without  aneuriBm  appears^tobe  a  rate 
occurrence.  The  following  case,  which  recently  fell  under  the 
notice  of  Mr.  Aut^o*r*r,  shows  that  laceration  may  take  place 
in  a  healthy  vessel^  as  a  consequence  of  violent  concus^^ion  6f 
the  body>  from  the  shock  of  falling  from  a  height. 

A  bricklayer,  falling  from  a  scaffold  forty  feet  high,  severely 
iDJured  the  head  and  chest.  He  lived  an  hour  after  the  accident, 
as  I  was  informed  by  the  gentleman  who  saiw  him  professional ly, 
in  a  state  of  insensibility,  with  a  cold  skin  and  feeble  pulse. 

On  examination  of  the  body,  which  was  that  of  a  strong  middle- 
aged  man,  besides  extensive  fractute  of  the  cranium  and  fracture 
of  the  lower  jaw,  the  following  circumstances  were  observed : — 
Practure  of  four  true  ribs  on  the  right  side  of  the  chest,  and  three 
of  the  left,  without  displacement.  Slight  extravasation  of  blood 
into  the  cellular  substance  of  the  anterior  mediastinum,  at  its 
upper  part ;  that  of  the  posterior  so  loaded  as  to  present  the  ap« 
pearance  of  one  mass  of  soft  coagulum.  The  aorta  at  the  concave 
part  of  its  arch,  immediately  beyond  the  origin  of  the  left  sub- 
clavian, but  OQ  the  opposite  side  of  the  vessel,  and  where  it  turns 
to  become  descendens,  presented  a  complete  rent  in  its  coats,,  the 
laceration  forming  t  very  oblong  aperture,  about  three-quarters  of 
an  inch  in  length,  and  one^eighth  across  at  its  widest  part.  The 
line  of  laceration  was  straight,  but  oblique  as  regarded  the  axis  of 
the  vegseL  The  coati  of  the  artery  at  this  point,  as  well  as  elsewhercf, 
offered  no  evidence  of  previous  disease,  but  appeared  perfectly 
healthy.  No  injury  of  the  ipediastinfiin  eould  be  discovered,  and 
the  aperture  of  the  aorta  did  not  seem  in  any  way  connected  with 
the  fractured  extremities  of  the  libs.  The  blood  poured  out  from 
the  rent  in  the  vessel,  having'  been  confined  to  the  cellular  sub*- 
stance  of  the  posterior  mediastinum,  and  this  being  a  space  of 
bounded  extent,  seetns  to  be  the  reason  why  its  occu^reiice*  did  not 
prove  immediately  fatal* 

l^ew  Murlington-itreet ;  May  10th,  1827. 

We  find  also,  m  an  early  Number  of  this  Journal,  the  case  of 
Thomas  Jones,  boatswain  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Thames,  who,  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  24th  October,  1806,  was  heard  to  jump  out 
of  his  hammock,  and  to  groan.  On  a  light  being  brought,  he  was 
found  completely  dead.  His  body  was  covered  with  perspiration* 
This  man,  from  the  account  of  Mr.  J>im£s,  the  surgeon,  had  beej^ 
doing  his  duty  v^ith  bis  accustomed  alacrity  the  day  before,-  and 
appeared  in  perfect  health  when  he  went  to  bed  :  indeed,  he  was 
never  known  to  complain  during  the  time  he  was  on  board  the 
frigate,  which  was  nearly  a  twelvemonth* 

On  opening  the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  and  slitting  open  the 
pericardiuiQ^  it  wa»  found  disften^^d  witbblood,  part  of  which  was 
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in  a  coagulated  state^  On  examining^  from  whence  this  blood 
-proceeded,  the  aorta  was  foand  ruptured  about  an  inch  from  the 
semilunar  valves:  this  rupture  was  about  half  an  inch  in 
length.  Small  particles  of  calcareous  matter  were  found  deposited 
at  the  bottom  of  the  mitral  valves,  and  the  corpora  sesamoidea 
aurantii  seemed  to  be  composed  in  toto  of  this  substance.  The 
coats  of  the  aorta  were  perfectly  sound,  as  not  the  least  deposition, 
either  of  ossific  or  calcareous  matter,  could  be  detected'  about>the 
place  where  the  rupture  was  situated.  The  abdominal  viscera 
were  perfectly  healthy.* 

STRANGULATJID  HERNIA. 

Cases  of  Strangulated  Hernia,  operated  on  by  Mr;  H,  EaiilEi  at 

St.  Bartholomew's  Hospitai^* 

The  almost  endless  variety  presented  by  cases  of  strangu- 
lated hernia  occurring  in  different  parts  of  the  body,  renders 
a  brief  record  of  almost  every  instance  operated  on  of  import- 
ance to  the  surgeon;  more  especially  when  such  varieties 
involve  any  practical  question  or  moment.  Two  cases  of  this 
description  occurred  lately  at  St.  Bartholomew's,  some  parti*- 
culars  of  which  may  deserve  to  stand  upon  record.  They 
Viere  both  cases  of  what  is  usually  termed  congenital  hernia : 
that  is  to  say.  the  tunica  vaginalis  of  the  testis  formed  the 
hernial  sac.  The  terna  "  congeaital"  was  howevei  very  inap- 
plicable to  these,  as  indeed  it  is  to  most  of  such  cases  :  ia 
one  th^  hernia  did  not  descend  until  after  the  age  of  twelve^ 
and  in  the  other  not  till  between  .seven  and  eight.  With  a 
view  to  obtaining  a  more  correct  npmenclature,  I  would  ven- 
ture to  suggest  the  propriety  of  calling  such  hernias 
*'  Scroto-vaginal." 

Case  I. --James  Ellis,  a  powerful,  healthy  man,  aged  thirty, 
was  admitted,  April  27th,  at  twelve  o'clock,  with  a  large  scrotal 
hernia,  of  which  he  gave  the  following  history: — The  hernia  first 
occurred  at  the  age  of  twelve;  while  serving  on  board  a  ship.  It 
was  produced  by  a  fall^  and  violent  blow  on  the  abdomen.  The 
testicle  had  been  down  from  his  earliest  childhood.  The  hernia 
was  reduced,  and  he  procured  a  truss,  which  he  used  until  it 
was  worn  out.  He  oipitted  to  wear  it  for  ten  years,  during  which 
time  the  hernia  only  came  down  occasionally^  though  he  was 
actively  employed,  and  often  exerted  himself,  as  a  brewer's 
tervant,  to  his  utmost.  During  the  last  four  years,  the  hernia 
had  become  more  troublesome,  and  obliged  him  to  wear  a  truss 
constantly.  At  about  half-past  nine  of  the  morning  of  his  admis- 
sion, the  rupture  protruded  behind  the  truss,  without  any  unusual 
exertion  having  been  made.     He  was  aot  able  to  return  it,  and  it 

*  See  Lonttoo  Medical  aud  Physical  Journat,  vol.  xviii. 
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irapidly  increased   to  a  large  size,  and  became  very  tense  and 
painful  to  the  touch. 

I  saw  the  patient  about  half  past  twelve,  and  found  that  some 
attempts  had  been  made  to  reduce  it  before  and  after  his  admisr 
sion.  He  was  placed  in  a  hot  bath,  and  bled  to  the  extent  of 
twenty-eight  ounces,  when  hQ  became  rather  faint  and  disposed  to 
be  sick.  The  taxis  was  resorted  to  whilst  in  the  bath,  and  imme- 
diately on  his  removal:  but  no  effect  could  be  produced  on  the 
bulk  of  the  tumor,  which  was  too  tender  to  admit  of  being  much 
handled.  The  tobacco  enema  was  next  directed :  two  half-drachms 
were  thrown  vp  after  a  short  interval,  which  produced  consideral^le 
depression  of  the  pulse  and  sickness;  under  which  circumstances 
the  taxis  was  again  employed  for  a  few  minutes,  when  the  increas- 
ing tenderness  of  the  tumor  and  abdomen  called  for  an  immediate 
Operation,  which  was  performed  soon  after  two  o'clock. 

The  tumor  was  very  large,  and  distended  the  scrotum ;  the 
lesticle  could  be  felt  at  the  back  of  the  tumor,  but  could  not  be 
separated  from  it,  which  led  me  to  consider  the  case  as  scroto- 
vaginal.  The  sac  contained  much  fluid,  and  a  large  fold  of  small 
intestine,  about  seven  inches  in  length,  much  discoloured,  and 
^ery  closely  girt  at  the  external  ring.  Between  the  two  extremities 
of  the  intestine,  a  portion  of  thickened  omentum,  with  its  vessels 
gorged  with  blood,  was  protruded,  and  greatly  increased  the 
jstricture  on  the  gut.  When  the  sac  was  fairly  laid  open,  and  the 
.edge  of  the  external  ring  divided  with  the  hernial  knife,  not  the 
slightest  impression  could  be  made  on  the  protruded  gut  and 
omentum,  nor  could  any  fresh  portion  be  drawn  down. 

The  abdominal  canal  was  next  laid  open,  the  sac  closely  in- 
vesting the  protruded  part  throughout  its  extent.  An  additional 
portion  of  healthy  intestine  could  now  be  brought  down ;  but  the 
Stricture  at  the  inner  ring  was  so  narrow,  that  a  third  application 
of  the  hernial  knife  was  rendered  necessary.^  The  omentum  was 
now  returned,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  healthy  gut  drawn 
down,  in  the  hopes  of  diminishing  the  volume  of  the  protruded  part, 
which  was  greatly  distended.  The  reduction  of  the  whole  was,  on 
this  account,  rather  tedious.  The  testis  was  seen  at  the  bottom 
of  the  sac,  enveloped  with  its  tunica  albuginea.  The  vaginal  coat 
was  not  divided  to  its  lower  extremity,  so  that  the  testis  retained 
its  proper  coverings  and  no  hernia  humoralis  ensued. 

The  edges  of  the  wound  were  brought  together  with  three  su- 
tures; a  compress  of  wet  lint  and  a  bandage  completed  the 
dressings. 

After  the  operation^  a  purgative  enema  was  thrown  up  to  clear 
the  large  intestines ;  and  Magnesiee  Sulphatis  5ss.  was  ordered  to 
be  taken  every  three  hours. 

« 

*  I  mention  this  circumstaDce,  the  rather  as  io  a  pablication,  which  pro- 
fesses to  give  correct  Hospital  Reports,  it  is  stated  that  the  hernial  kuife 
was  oot  used  at  all !! 
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At  fii^  p.M«  he  complained  of  slight  pain  over  the  abdomen,  and 
his  pulse  was  full  and  hard.  He  was  bled  to  the  extent  of  twenty- 
four  ounces,  which  much  relieved  him;  and  he  passed  a  feculent 
stool.  At  eight  p.m.  his  pulse  was  soft  and  skin  moist,  and  he 
expressed  himself  as  quite  comfortable,  and  anxious  to  sleep. 

The  following  day  he  took  some  castor-oiU  to  which  be  had 
been  accustomed  to  resort  when  constipated*  This  procured 
copious  evacuations,  and  from  that  time  he  never  had  a  bad 
symptom.  The  wound  healed  by  the  first  intention^  except  at  one 
small  spot 

This  case  is  powerfully  illustrative  of  the  importance  of 
operating  early.  Not  six  hours  had  elapsed  from  the  time  of 
the  descent,  yet  so  rapidly  had  strangulation  taken  place 
that  it  was  not  possible  to  reduce  the  hernia,  even  when  the 
sac  wa^  opened,  without  freely  dividing  the  canal  and  internal 
ring,  or  rather  the  neck  of  the  sac.  How  perfectly  unavailing 
the  taxis  must  be  in  such  a  case,  is  too  obvious  to  need  a 
comment.  A  very  few  hours'  delay  in  trying  other  remedies 
would  probably  have  proved  fatal,  as  the  gut  was  gorged  witU 
blood,  and  greatly  distended.  Its  peritonial  surface  waa^ 
however,  smooth  and  healthy.  In  this  case  the  tanica  vagii- 
nalis  was  much  dilated  in  its  whole  extent  from  the  external 
ring,  and  the  testis  occupied  its  natural  situation  in  the 
scrotum.  It  affords  an  illustration  of  the  late  period  at  which 
this  description  of  hernia  may  take  place,  when  the  commnr* 
nication  remains  open  after  the  descent  of  the  testicle* 

Case  II.—Robert  Matthews,  aged  twenty -nine,  a  strongs 
healthy  man,  was  admitted  into  the  hospital,  soon  after  midnight, 
on  the  1st  of  May,  with  strangulated  hernia,  of  which  he  gave  the 
following  account:— ^When  seven  or  eight  years  old,  the  testicle  on 
the  right  side  passed  through  the  external  ring,  but  never  de« 
scended  so  low  as  the  other  testicle.  Soon  after  this  time  it  wa6 
discovered  that  he  had  a  rupture  on  that  side,  for  which  a  truss 
was  applied  ;  but,  in  consequence  of  its  pressing  on  the  testtdler, 
he  was  unable  to  wear  it.  The  rupture  had  remained  nearly 
stationary  from  that  time,  and  he  was  always  able  to  reduce  it 
until  the  preceding  night  After  having  been  at  the  theatre^  on 
his  return  home  he  felt  pain  in  the  tumor,  which  was  more  tense 
than  usual.  This  continued  through  the  night,  and  by  the  mom- 
ing  the  size  of  the  swelling  was  much  increased,  and  he  brought 
every  thing  off  his  stomach*  He  called  in  a  medical  gentlenran, 
who  gave  him  several  doses  of  purgative  medicine,  (Calomef  and 
Jalap,  and  Infus.  Sennce  comp.)  He  continued  to  get  wor^ 
through  the  day,  and  at  night  it  was  ascertained  that  his  symp. 
toms  were  connected  with  the  rupture,  and  he  was  brotrght  ihto 
the  hospital.  '     .  - 

I  saw  him  about  two  a.m.  and  found  him  suffering  severe  pain' in 
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the  tfimory  which  was  very  tense,  and  he  complained  of  much  ten- 
derness in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen.  His  pulse  was  rather 
feeble  and  oppressed,  his  countenance  anxious,  and ^ his  skin 
clammy.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  determined  on  operating 
immediately.  On  dividing  throu^  the  integuments,  the  sac  pre- 
sented an  unusoal* appearance:  it  was  narrow  for  about  an  inch 
and  a  half  from  the  ring,  and  then  swelled  out  into  a  large  glo. 
bular  tumor.  On  puncturing  this,  some  turbid  fluid  escaped, 
which  had  a  fetid  smell.  .This  was  more  sensible  after  the  whole 
sac  waa  opened,  when  a  large  fold  of  very  dark  diseased  small  in^ 
testiae  came  into  view.  The  surface  of  the  bowel  waa  rough,  and 
90  altered  in  colour  that  I  entertained  serious  apprehensions  that 
it  had  lost  its  vitality*  It  was  very  closely  girt  by  a  firm  annular 
contraction  at  the  lower  part  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  of  the  chord; 
the  sac  being  fbrmed  by  that  portion  which  should  have  enveloped 
the  testicle,  and  which  had  assumed  the  size  and  shape  of  a  large 
hydrocele.  On  slitting  up  the  vaginal  canal,  which  was  narrow 
and  much  distended,  as  high  as  the  external  r\ng>  I  found  no  im-ik 
pediment  at  the  ring,  and  ascertained  that  the  opening  communi-|  | 
<^ted  directly  with  the  abdomen,  and  not,  as  in  the  last  case;  in  i 
«i  oblique  direction.  There  was,  in  fact,  no  distinction  between 
the  external  and  internal  rings.  The  intestine  immediately  above 
the  stricture,  even  that  portion  contained  in  the  vaginal  canaljj  waa 
comparatively  quite  healthy^  Having  remoTed  all  stricture,  a 
considerable  portion  of  healthy  inteatine  was  drawn  down ;  and, 
by  gently  compressing  the  diseased  portion,  which  was  very  lense, 
it  was  xiearly  emptied^nto  the  more  healthy  bowel.  I  still  besL" 
tated  as  to  the  propriety  of  returning  it  into  the  abdomen,  as  the 
fetor  and  coloar  indicated  thai  sloughing  had  commenced.  After 
some  momeDts,  the.  bowel  began  to  again  distend,  and  preserved 
its  form,  instead  of  remaining  collapsed;  and  I  could  now  dis* 
tinctly  feel  a  feeble  pulsation  in  the  branches  of  the  mesenteric 
artery  which  supplied  it.  This  determined  me  to  give  the  patient 
hi&  <^nce  of  recovery.  I  divided  the  neck  of  die  sac  at  the  ring, 
to  enable  me  to  return  the  gat  with  as  little  force  as  possible,  and 
slowly  and  cautiously  returoed  it.  The  prognosis,  under  such 
circumstances,  could  not  be  otherwise  than  most  unfavourable. 
He  was  directed  to  have  repeated  glysters,  and,  if  the  pulse  rose, 
to  lose  blood ;  but  not  to  taKe  any  aperient  for  some  hours,  as  he 
had  already  taken  several  doses. 

At  three  a.m.  his  pulse  became  fuller  and  stronger,  and  he  had 
pain  in  the  abdomen.  He  was  bled  to  the  extent  of  thirty  ounces^ 
and  bis  beMy  was  fom^ot^.  He  had  two  injections^  administered, 
which  brought  away  four  stools. 

At  eight  A.M.  he  complained  much  of  tenderness  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  abdomen  near  the  hernia^  and  his  pulse  was  rather 
hard*  He  was  bled  to  sixteen  ounces,  whidi  reduced  the  pulse, 
and  caused  faintness.  He  took  a  saline  draught,  with  Magnesise 
Sulpb,  3J.  after  which  he  passed  four  fluid  stools»    At  half-past 
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twelve,  his  pulse  was  quick  and  irriuble;  tongue  and  skin  moist  { 
and  he  only  complained  of  pressure  in  the  region  immediately 
above  the  ring,  which  was  probably  occupied  by  the  diseased 
portion  of  gut.  He  could  bear  pressure  on  every  other  part,  and 
expressed  himself  as  feeling  very  comfortable.  He  was  ordered 
Cal.  gr,  iij,  Opiigr.  j.  at  night,  and  a  small  dose  of  Castor-oil 
early  in  the  morning.  This  procured  him  a  good  night,  and  se- 
veral decidedly  feculent  stools  in  the  morning. 

From  this  time  his  treatment  consisted  entirely  in  the  repeated 
application  of  leeches  over  the  diseased  portion  of  bowel,  where 
there  was  obviously  considerable  hardness  and  pain  on  pressure » 
and  barley-gruel  in  very  small  quantities,  to  give  the  stomach  and 
bowels  as  little  duty  as  possible.  Clysters  were  occasionally 
thrown  up.  No  aperient  medicine  was  given  for  many  days:  and 
the  case  went  on  favourably  until  the  27th9  when  he  complained 
of  more  pain  in  the  seat  of  the  disease,  and  aome  tenderness  ex- 
tending over  the  abdomen  ;  for  which  he  was  bled  to  the  extent 
of  sixteen  ounces,  and  twenty  leeches  applied  twice  to  the 
abdomen. 

On  the  29th,  I  felt  an  evident  fluctuation  just  above  the  wound j 
which  had  healed,  except  where  a  ligature  had  been  applied^  On 
puncturing  this  with  a  lancet,  about  six  ounces  of  good  pus  came 
away.  The  orifice  was  enlarged,  and  a  bread  poultice  applied. 
Matter  continued  to  be  discharged  for  some  days;  all  tenderness 
in  the  seat  of  disease  gradually  ceased,  and  the  abscess  closed 
finally  in  about  a  week.  The  testicle,  which  was  wasted  and 
flabby,  swelled  a  little  after  the  operation; , but  this  gradually  sub- 
sided, and  it  can  now  scarcely.be  felt.  There  is  still  some  indu- 
ration to  be  felt  just  above  the  incision,  occupying  nearly  the 
extent  and  form  of  the  fold  of  gut.  The  adhesions  which  have 
formed  round  this  will  probably  render  it  unnecessary  for  him  to 
wear  a  truss;  a  circumstance  of  much  importance,  as,  from  the 
situation  of  the  testicle,  it  would  be  di£Bcult  to  colistruct  one  which 
would  not  distress  him.  He  is  still  in  the  hospital,  but  walking 
about  the  ward  convalescent. 

This  case  I  consider  interesting,  from  the  situation  of  the 
stricture,  which  is  by  no  means  common.  Wrisberg  gives 
a  similar  case;  and  in  Mr.  Lawrence's  valuable  work  on 
Hernia  there  is  a  very  analogous  case.  The  terminsttion  ia 
this  case  was  far  more  favourable  than  could  have  been  ex- 
pected. In  the  course  of  my  experience,  I  never  met  with  an 
instance  of  recovery  where  the  intestine  was  so  much  disco- 
loured. The  abstinence  from  food  and  medicine,  and  the 
timely  depletion,  undoubtedly  contributed  to  this.  Most 
foirtunately  the  inflammatory  action  was  bounded  by  adhe- 
sions, which  limited  the  extent  of  the  abscess  to  the  immedi- 
ate vicinity  of  the  original  wound. 

George-street;  June  J3/A,*1827.  . 
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DISEASED  AND  WOUNDED  ARTERIES. 

Cases  of  Diseased  and  Wounded  Arteries^  treated  principally  at 
St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  by  B.  Travers,  Esq.  r.R.s. 

(CoDtiaaed  from  ¥oL  ii.  p.  334.) 
Case  of  Aneurism  occurring  in  each  Ham;  the  Disease  showing 
itself  in  the  Right  Limb  a  few  Weeks  after  the  Cure  of  the  Left; 
the  Formation  and  Cure  of  both  Aneurisms  occupying  a  period  of 
eight  Months, 

Thomas  Weale,  cet.  twenty-five,  a  mealman,  accustomed  to  carry 
sacks  of  flour,  admitted  into  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  November 
14th,  1822.  Seven  weeks  since  perceived  a  painful  pulsating 
swelling  m  the  ieftham,  which  has  increased  to  the  size  of  a  swan's 

Nov.  22d.— -The  femoral  artery  was  tied  with  a  single  ligature. 

On  the  third  day,  the  angles  of  the  wound  were  found  to  have 
united  by  adhesion. 

December  11th,  (the  nineteenth  day  after  the  operation,)  the 
ligature  came  away.    The  sac  was  much  reduced  in  size. 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1 823,  was  discharged  in  good  health. 

He  was  re-admitted  April  3d,  with  a  pulsating  tumor  in  the  right 
ham,  as  large  as  a  hen's  eg^,  and  exceedingly  painful.  About  a 
week  after  his  discharge,  he  was  attacked  with  an  intolerable  itch- 
ing in  this  ham,  followed  in  a  fortnight  by  violent  cramps  of  the 
limb.  Did  not  perceive  the  swelling  till  after  the  expiration  of 
another  fortnight,  since  which  it  has  daily  increased.  The  limb 
was  placed  in  an  easy  position ;  he  was  directed  to  take  Extract. 
Hyosc.  gr.  v.  ter  die.  * 

April  11  th.' — The  right  femoral  artery  was  tied  with  a  single 
ligature. 

By  the  third  day,  the  wound  had  united  by  adhesion,  as  on  the 
former  occasion,  except  at  the  opening  for  the  ligature,  which 
came  away  on  the  Uiirteenth  day ;  and  on  May  10th  he  was  dis- 
charged in  health,  with  good  use  of  bis  legs. 

In  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions,  vol.  ix.  p.  409,  is  pub- 
lishedacase  ofAneurism,  for  which  a  second  operation  was  performed 
with  perfect  success,  (the  ligature  being  placed  immediately  below 
the  profunda,)  six  weeks  after  the  failure  of  the  first,  in  which  the 
ligature  had  been  removed  at  the  expiration  of  twenty-seven  hours. 

In  the  same  work,  vol.  vi.  p.  656,  is  noted  a  preparation,  taken 
from  the  body  of  a  man  whose  external  iliac  artery  was  included 
in  a  ligature,  having  the  epigkstric  artery  above  and  the  circum- 
flexa  ilii  below  it ;  and  in  whom  secondary  hemorrhage  proved 
fatal,  from  the  ulceration  of  the  first-named  vessel,  at  its  angle  of 
origin  from  the  trunk,  the  circulation  through  tlie  epigastric  having 
continued. 

A  man,  the  subject  of  several  aneurisms,  died  from  gangrene  of 
the  operated  limb,  a  few  days  after  the  operation.     Another,  the 
JVa.  341.— iVb.  13,  New  Series.  E 
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subject  of  an  anearism  iq  each  haniy  died  on  the  fourth  evening 
succeeding  the  operation,  of  gangrene  affecting  the  cellular  mem- 
brane,  which  was  discoloured,  and  distended  with  fetid  gas  as  high 
ds  the  loin.  This  man  was  aged  thirty- two,  of  mid  stature,  florid 
complexion,  light  eyes  and  hair;  had  served  twelve  years  in  the 
army,  during  which  time  he  had  been  engaged  in  several  actions 
in  the  Peninsula,  France,  and  Holland.  On  the  evenine  of  the 
operation,  both  feet  were  cold,  and  the  limb  operated  ui)on, 
painful. 

On  the  day  following  the  operation,  various  livid  spots  appeared 
upon  the  foot,  which  was  cold  to  the  touch,  and  very  painful.  He 
had  parsed  a  restless  night,  and  throughout^  the  day  had  been 
fevered. 

On  the  third  day,  livid  spots  appeared  on  the  calf  of  the  leg ; 
the  patient  complained  of  severe  pain  in  the  head  and  abdomen,  as 
well  as  in  the  affected  limb,  which,  though  sensibly  colder  than  its 
fellow  at  and  below  the  vesicated  part,  was  as  much  warmer  above 
that  part  He  had  a  very  foul  tongue,  great  nausea,  a  pulse  rang- 
ing from  110  to  130,  very  small  and  feeble;  a  very  pallid  counte- 
nance, and  anxious  expression;  great  restlessness ;  slight  delirium, 
and  then  stupor.  His  feces  passed  involuntarily,  as  soon  as  the 
bowels  began  to  move.  The  lividity  of  the  limb  extended  as  far  as 
the  wound  on  the  day  of  his  dissolution. 

The  internal  coat  of  the  artery  was  inflamed  for  a  considerable 
space  above  and  below  the  ligature,  but  no  lymph  was  effused. 
The  arch  and  thoracic  aorta  presented  many  curd-like  deposits 
upon  their  internal  membrane,  and  a  firm  coagulum  extended  from 
the  left  ventricle  throughout  this  portion  of  the  aorta. 

A  Case  of  Diffused  Aneurismal  Tumor  Jrom  Wound  of  the  Brachial 
Artery  in  Bleeding y  cured  by  the  application  of  a  Ligature  upon 
the  Artery f  above  and  below  the  Wound, 

August  20th,  1 820.— Mary  Bradford,  set.  twenty,  was  bled  from 
the  arm,  and  the  bleeding  stopped  in  the  usual  way;  but  immedi* 
ately  after  a  swelling,  having  the  appearance  of  a  thrombus,  was 
perceived,  which  in  the  course  of  two  days  increased  to  a  very 
considerable  size,  extending  from  the  elbow  nearly  to  the  wrist. 
There  was  much  tension  and  throbbing  pain,  but  no  pulsation:  the 
former  had  been  partially  relieved  by  the  application  of  leeches 
and  cold  lotion. 

22d. — This  morning  a  copious  hemorrhage  took  place  from  the 
lancet-wound :  it  produced  syncope,  and  was  then  restrained.  A 
free  longitudinal  incision  being  made  into  the  tumor  at  the  bend 
of  the  arm,  and  its  contents,  part  fluid  and  in  part  coagulum, 
removed,  the  artery  was  exposed,  and  secured  by  two  ligatures, 
including  between  them  the  wound,  by  which  the  vessel  was  nearly 
divided.  The  extensive  cavity,  at  the  bottom  of  which  it  lay,  was 
fringed  with  lymph,  and  the  natural  appearance  of  the  detached 
vessel  much  altered. 
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August  '23d. — The  arm  is  much  less  swollen,  and  is  free  from 
pain.  Pulse  140*  She  has  na  appetite,  but  her  rest  is  undis- 
turbed.    The  incision  has  a  sloughy  appearance,  and  the  original 

wound  manifests  an  indisposition  to  heal. 

Samat  Dec  CinchoDS,  Infiu.  Roaar.  ia   |j.  seztis  horis. — AppliC 
Lot.  Acid.  siib.  OUaplasm  lini. 

26th. — The  integument  between  the  two  wounds  has  sloughed, 
and  has  been  tlirown  off,  leaving  a  healthy  granulating  surface. 
The  sympathetic  fever  is  much  diminished.  From  this  date  the 
wound  daily  improved,  and  by  the  14th  of  September  cicatrisation 
was  completed. 

Sept,  18th. — Discharged  in  good  health,  with  an  useful  arm. 

Division  of  the  Posterior  TibicU  Artery y  for  which  the  Compress 
and  Roller  were  tried  without  effect^  and  the  Vessel  was  then 
secured  by  two  Ligatures. 

August  19th,  1820. — John  Heath,  eet.  forty-five,  admitted  with 
a  wound  an  inch  long  in  the  back  part  of  the  leg,  four  inches  above 
the  ankle,  inflicted  by  the  scythe  of  a  fellow  mower.  Profuse 
bleeding  took  place,  tiU  a  bystander  bound  a  handkerchief  firmly 
round  the  limb,  by  which  means  it  was  stopped.  -  On  removing 
the  handkerchief,  hemorrhage  recurred,  and  was  arrested  by  the 
application  of  a  tourniquet  to  the  femoral  artery*  He  was  con- 
veyed a  distance  ef  fourteen  miles  to  the  hospital.  A  sponge  tent 
was  introduced  to  the  bottom  of  the  wound,  and  a  roller  tightly 
applied  from  the  foot  to  the  ankle.  The  tourniquet  was  then 
slackened.  After  three  hours,  hemorrhage  again  took  place,  and 
the  tourniquet  was  tightened. 

21st. — The  tourniquet  slackened,  without  the  recurrence  of 
hemorrhage. 

23d. — The  sponge  removed,  and  adhesive  straps  applied.  The 
limb  is  rather  swollen  and  painful ;  it  starts  occasionally.  The 
patient  has  slight  sympathetic  fever. 

24th. — Hemorrhage  to  the  amount  of  twelve  ounces  in  a  full 
stream,  stopped  by  the  tourniquet. 

25th. — The  artery  was  cut  down  upon  at  the  back  of  the  tibia. 
The  incision  separated  the  lowermost  fibres  of  the  soleus  muscle 
from  their  attachment,  and  took  a  direction  indicated  by  the  wound, 
being  about  four  inches  long:  it  exposed  a  cavity  containing  coa- 
gulum,  and  fringed  with  lymph.  On  scraping  the  sdTi'face  with 
the  knife-handle,  the  ends  of  the  vessel,  about  an  inch  and  a  half 
asunder,  were  discovered,  and  tied  each  with  a  single  ligature. 

30th. — Both  ligatures  came  away.  The  wound  is  healthy,  and 
discharges  freely. 

September  21st. — Since  the  last  report,  the  patient  has  been 
going  o^Wrell.  A  slough  was  thrown  off  from  the  wound  in  the 
calf.     A  collection  of  matter  has  taken  place  above  the  heel. 

28th.-*The  abstess  communicates  with  the  wound.  Apply 
pressure  above  the  heel. 
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October  4th«-^  Ulceration  has  taken  place  at  the  back  of  the^ 
heel,  from  which  pus  is  freely  discharged. 

11  th.-— Another  slough  has  been  thrown  off  ^  the  discharge  is 
fnoderate. 

27th.— Sits  up. 

November  12th.— Walks  about  with  crutches. 

January  31st,  1821. — Discharged  in  good  health.  The  wounds 
havejiealed,  and  he  has  the  perfect  and  full  use  of  the  leg. 

Remarhs. — Compression  by  the  introduction  of  a  sponge 
or  other  foreign  body,  is  a  mode  of  arresting  hemorrhage 
which  never  can  be  with  certainty  depended  upon,  and  there- 
fore never  should  be  had  recourse  to,  when,  as  happens  in 
almost  all  caaies,  the  ligature  can  be  applied.  The  permanent 
principle'upon!  which  it  acts  is  that  of  stimulating  to  suppura- 
tion the  fresh  wound,  the  granulating  surface  of  which  effec- 
tually seals  the  bleeding  orifice.  Granulation  is  the  quickest, 
if  not  the  only  process,  by  which  lymph  can  be  organised  oa 
the  sides  of  a  sac  or  cavity :  while  such  a  space  is  occu- 
pied by  blood,  or  other  effused  fluid,  granulation  will  not 
take  place,  although  the  presence  of  the  fluid  which  is  its 
proper  secretion  is  not  only  favourable  to  its  continuance,  but 
necessary  to  its  preservation.  A  sinus  will  very  rarely 
granulate.  A  seton  passed  through  it,  or  a  stimulant  injec- 
tion, sometimes  procures  this  object;  but  the  destruction  of 
the  sinus  by  the  knife  sets  its  surface  granulating  immedi- 
ately, and  without  fail.  We  refer  to  the  case  of  a  cavity  or 
chamber,  because  in  all  wounds  of  arteries,  shallow  or  deep- 
seated,  this  is  formed  by  the  blood  which  first  issues,  and 
this  sac  is  large  in  proportion  as  bleedings  have  recurred  and 
the  vessel  lies  deep* 

There  are  cases  in  which  it  is  exceedingly  difficult,  if  poa<* 
sible,  to  see  the  bleeding  artery,  as,  after  the  removal  of  a 
tumor  from  beneath  the  lower  jaw,  &c.  the  blood  is  seen 
jetted  rapidly  from  the  bottom  of  the  hollow,  but  not  the 
yessd  from  which  it  is  poured.  There  are  cases  in  which  a 
whole  surface  bleeds,  and  not  one  vessel  of  any  magnitude 
can  be  detected.  Sponge  is  the  best  substance  that  can  be 
employed  for  arresting  hemorrhage  on  this  principle:  it  is  easily 
introduced,  swells  and  fixes  itself,  and,  by  the  distention  and 
irritation  it  produces,  inflames  the  whole  surface  of  the  cavity. 
It  should  never  be  suffered  to  remain  longer  than  two,  or  at 
the  outside  three  days,  but,  like  the  suture,  be  invariably 
removed  as  soon  as  suppuration  is  established.  The  only  objec- 
tion to  sponge  is,  that  it  becomes  so  fastened  by  the  adhesive 
quality  of  the  lymph  deposited  upon  its  cells  azid  vessels  shoot- 
ing into  it,  that  the  presence  of  matter  in  abundance  scarcely 
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lDC»eD8  it,  80  as  to  aHow  of  ita  heins  easily  remored*  Bat, 
by  poultices  applied  some  hours  before  the  attempt  is  made, 
and  a  little  patience  in  the  operation,  its  removal  may  always 
be  accomplished  without  inducing  bleeding.  If  sponge,  or 
other  foreign  substance,  is  allowed  to  remain  longer  in  the 
wound,  it  becomes  such  an  irritant  as  to  induce  ulceration  of 
the  walls  of  the  cavity,  and  then  bleeding  recurs;  or  to  in- 
flame the  cellular  membrane  and  absorbents  of  the  limb,  and 
give  occasion  both  to  neighbouring  and  remote  abscesses. 
Thus  a  person  to  whose  wounded  radial  artery  sponge  was 
applied,  and  improperly  suffered  to  remain  for  several  days, 
had  an  abscess  which  terminated  in  sloughing  of  the  integu-* 
ments  of  the  hand,  exposing  all  the  extensor  tendons;  and, 
when  this  was  healing,  an  abscess  formed  along  the  upper 
arm  and  axilla  of  the  same  side,  by  the  discharges  of  which 
he  Was  so  exhausted  as  to  sink  under  another  accidental  bleed- 
ing from  a  branch  of  the  brachial  artery,  which  was  opened 
by  ulceration. 

A  cavity  such  as  we  have  described  to  be  formed  by  the 
wound  of  an  artery,  is  never  more  dangerous  than  when  left  to 
itself,  as  happens  when  the  external  wound  has  been  small, 
and  heals.  This  is  a  case  complicated  of  spurious  aneurism 
and  abscess.  The  case  of  Ann  Mould,  (Medico-Chirurgical 
Transactions,  vol.  iv.  p.  448,)  is  of  this  kind.  The  femoral 
artery  had  been  divided  by  a  carriage-wheel  passing  over  the 
lower  and  back  part  of  the  thighs  a  fortnight  before,  c^d  a 
cavity  between  the  flexor  muscles  of  the  thigh  formed,  which, 
having  gone  into  abscess,  was  for  a  time  secure ;  but  the 
ulcerative  process  being  set  up,  and  the  wall  of  the  abscess 
destroyed,  the  sealed  mouth  or  the  vessel  was  included  in  the 
destruction,  and  fatal  hemorrhage  ensued. 

The  writer  of  these  remarks  has  known  the  sponge  advan- 
tageously employed  in  several  cases,  both  ot  wound  and 
deep  ulceration,  in  which,  from  its  depth  and  concealment, 
the  bleeding  vessel  could  not  be  discovered  after  a  long 
search ;  mid  also  in  bleedings  from  a  surface,  as  in  sloughing. 
He  has  seldom  known  it  fail  of  effecting  the  object  perfectly, 
when  it  was  removed  on  the  second  or  third  day.  The  agaric, 
formerly  much  in  use,  acts,  when  retained,  on  the  principle  of 
the  sppnge. 

Another  principle  of  arresting  hemorrhage  is  by  directly 
producing  slough, — i.  e.  disorganising  the  part  by  the  cautery 
or  escharotics.  Of  the  last,  the  caustic  potass  and  strong 
nitric  acid  are  most  in  use. 

The  actual  cautery,'^a8  it  is  called,  is  a  very  valuable  in- 
strument in   some  rare  cases.     The  reader  may  find   one 
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recdrded  in  a  note  to  the  paper  before  quoted,  (Med.-Chirurg. 
Transactions,  voL  vi.  p.  o57,)  where  the  man's  life  (at  present 
the  driver  of  a  hackney-coach  in  this  to^n,)  was  undoubtedly 
saved  by  it.  As  in  this  case,  a  diseased  artery  which  is  in- 
susceptible of  the  adhesive  inflammation,  is  perhaps  the  best 
apology  for  its  use.  The  most  destructive  hemorrhages  follow 
the  casting-off  of  sloughs,  so  that  the  adoption  of  this  process 
for  the  prevention  of  hemorrhage  seems  to  imply  a  paradox. 
But  this  is  explained  by  the  difference  between  the  constitu- 
tional and  purely  local  disease,  or  gangrenous  inflammation 
and  sphacelus.  In  the  former,  whicn  is  an  ulcerative  action, 
the  circumscription  of  the  slough  is,  for  obvious  reasons, 
uncertain ;  but  if  a  proper  sphacelus,  or  determinate  adhesive 
boundary,  is  formea,  as  generally  happens  in  sloughs  artifi- 
cially produced,  though  not  always  in  those  which  are  spon- 
taneous, the  security  of  the  process,  and  in  fact  the  principle, 
is  the  same.  The  slough  is  the  sponge,  with  this  difference, 
and  perhaps  advantage,  that  its  detachment  is  to  be  effected 
by  nature,  and,  it  may  be  concluded,  without  danger  of  he- 
morrhage, the  line  of  separation  being  marked ;  for  this  line 
is  alike  the  indication  and  proof  that  she  is  prepared  for  it. 

HYDROCEPHALUS. 

Thoughts  on  the  Pathology  ond  Treatment  of  Hydrocephalus.  By 
N.  Chapmak,  m.d.  Professor  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania.     (Condensed  from  the  Philadelphia  Journal.) 

The  earliest  division  of  Hydrocephalus  was  into  Externusand 
Intemus,  the  water  being  supposed,  in  the  latter  form  of  the 
disease,  to  be  situated  between  the  cranium  and  its  integu- 
ments, and  in  the  former  within  the  brain  itself.  But  the 
distinction  has  long  been  abandoned.  Cases  of  watery  intu- 
mescence of  the  scalp  do  occasionally  occur,  which,  however, 
are  to  be  regarded  as  anasarcous  affections,  or  serous  deposi- 
tions, in  the  cellular  tissue  of  these  parts.  The  ancients, 
though  well  acquainted  with  the  first,  seem  not  to  have  ob- 
served the  second  species,  or  at  least  they  have  left  us  no 
description  of  it.  By  Petit  it  was  originally  noticed,  nearly 
a  century  ago,  and  not  a  great  while  afterwards  by  Wh  ytt, 
of  Edinburgh,  who  has  delineated  the  case  with  such  preci- 
sion that  later  writers  have  been  content  to  do  little  more  than 
copy  from  him,  with  some  amplification. 

This  is  a  disease  chiefly  incident  to  children,  and,  according 
to  MoRGAGNi,  more  to  girls  than  boys ;  though  the  contrary 
is  aflirmed  by  Golis,  a  very  authoritative  writer  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  is  of  rare  occurrence  in  much  more  advanced  life, 
though  it  is  to  be  met  with  in  persons  beyond  the  meridian  of 
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ezistence ;  and  I  have  seen  several  instances  of  it  in  females 
approaching  the  season  of  puberty,  brought  on  by  a  transla- 
tion of  action  from  the  uterus  to  the  encephalon,  by  a  vicari- 
ous assumption  of  the  office  of  menstruation.  There  is 
reason,  indeed^  to  presume  that  it  is  of  more  common  exist- 
ence than  is  supposed  in  adults,  and  especially  amon^  indi- 
viduals liable  to  headaches,  several  such  instances  naving 
come  under  my  own  observation. 

Two  causes  have  been  assigned  for  the  wider  prevalence  of 
the  disease  in  children:  the  first  is  the  disproportioned  size  of 
the  head  at  this  period,  as  well  as  a  greater  laxity  or  softness 
and  vascularity  of  the  brain,  consequently  producing  an  un« 
due  afflux  of  blood,  with  an  increased  disposition  to  effusion; 
and  the  second,  the  exposure  at  this  age  to  falls,  blows,  and 
other  accidents,  operating  as  remote  or  exciting  causes.  It 
may  be  remarked,  as  resulting  from  this  want  of  symmetry  or 
just  proportions,  that  children  are  top  heavy,  and  hence,  in 
all  their  tumbles,  are  very  apt  to  strike  the  head.  Yet« 
whatever  share  these  circumstances  may  have  in  predisposing 
to  or  exciting  the  disease,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  they 
are  less  than  a  certain  condition  of  the  chylopoietic  viscera, 
which  lays  the  foundation  of  nearly  all  our  early  morbid 
affections. 

It  is  now  well  determined  that  the  causes  of  hydrencepha- 
lus  are  such  as  act  directly  on  the  brain,  or  indirectly  through 
the  digestive  organs;  and  hence  it  may  be  considered  either 
as  a  primary  or  secondary  affection. 

To  the  causes  already  cited  as  appertaining  to  the  first 
fqrm  of  the  disease,  may  be  added  tumors,  schirrosities,  ossi- 
fications, and  various  other  derangements  of  cerebral  struc- 
ture; and  to  the  second,  the  irritation  from  worms,  or  sordes 
of  different  kinds,  habitual  constipation,  as  well  as  whatever 
induces  gastro-enteritic  fever.  It  is  by  no  means  uncommon 
for  our  autumnal  fevers,  or  the  bowel  affections,  and  cholera 
infantum  particularly,  thus  to  terminate;  and  it  is  scarcely 
less  usual  to  meet  with  it  as  the  sequel  of  catarrhal  fever, 
when  the  mucous  tissue  of  the  primes  vise  is  involved.  Be« 
tw'een  that  tissue  and  the  arachnoid  membrane  there  is  a  very 
close  sympathy,  and  a  state  of  irritation  in  the  one  is  apt  to 
be  felt  by  the  other,  inducing  acute  pain  in  the  head,  then 
stupor,  and  finally  effusions. 

Moreover,  it  is  sometimes  occasioned  by  the  sudden  sup- 
pression or  repulsion  qf  acute  and  chronic  eruptions,  as  the 
exanthematic,  though  particularly  of  crusta  lactea,  tinea 
capitis,  and  those  discharges  behind  the  ears  common  to 
children  duriii^  dentition,  and  which  may  primarily  disorder 
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either  the  br^in  or  the  prtmaa  ri®.  There  is  no  diaease,  in 
ifinei^  which  expends  much  of  its  force  on  the  brain,  that  may 
not  end  in  such  eiFusions.  Modem  pathologists  have,  on 
this  account,  pretty  generally  ceased  to  consider  it  as  an 
idiopathic  or  distinct  affection,  and  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  it  is  nearly  always,  if  not  uniformly,  an  effect 
merely  of  some  pre-existing  disease,  having  this  ultimate 
tendency. 

In  some  cases,  the  stage  of  predisposition,  or  irritation,  is 
exceedingly  insidious;  so  much  so  as  to  elude  suspicion, 
where  fNToper  vigilance  is  not  practised*  The  child  will  com- 
plain of  languor,  as  if  from  fatigue;  has  a  capricious  appe- 
tite, thirst,  torpid  bowels,  or  loose  unnatural  stools,  some- 
times white  ana  glutinous,  with  a  mixture  of  green  ;  high-> 
coloured  scanty  urine ;  pale  collapsed  countenance,  with  a 
dark  line  under  the  eyes;  furred  tongue,  harsh  skin;  seme 
uneasiness  of  the  head,  which  is  more  tenderness  of  the  scalp 
than  positive  pain ;  tumid  or  rather  puffy  abdomen^  with  a 
sense  of  oppression  about  the  pit  of  the  stomach  and  seat  of 
the  duodenum,  attended  by  pain  on  pressure.  The  child  is 
fretfiil  and  peevish;  the  sleep  is  disturbed  by  startings,  or 
general  restlessness,  and  by  aay  and  by  night  is  altogether 
uncomfortable.  This  state  may  last  for  an  indefinite  length  of 
time,  from  one  to  several  weeks ;  but,  sooner  or  later,  the 
phenomena  of  excitement,  or  phlogosis,  b^in  more  distinctly 
to  be  disclosed,  in  the  shape  of  a  febrile  movement.  It  ia 
now  that  we  have  nausea  or  vomiting,  costive  bowels ;  some- 
times a  dry  florid  tongue,  though  more  generally  moist  and 
furred ;  hot  skin,  flushed  face,  acute  headache,  or  pain  and 
stiffness  of  the  nape  of  the  neck ;  or  rheumatic  affections  of 
the  joints,  or  soreness  in  the  hands  and  feet;  throblnng  of 
the  temporal  arteries ;  strange  sensations,  or  noises  in  the 
ears,  as  tinnitus  annum,  the  rushing  of  wind,  or  the  falling  of 
water,  or  the  ringing  of  bells;  much  aversion  to  light  and  to 
souhds;  dry  nostrils,  picking  of  the  nose ;  and  occasionally  a 
pretty  active,  and  sometimes  irregular  pulse.  The  fever  is 
remittent,  abating  in  the  morning,  with  a  sensible  exacerba- 
tion at  night. 

Continuing  in  this  way  for  a  few  days,  we  shall  discover, 
with  less  general  excitement,  the  approach  of  heaviness,  at- 
tended by  a  knitting  of  the  brows  and  a  scowling  expression 
of  countenance.  The  pupil  of  one  or  both  eyes  is  dilated  or 
contracted;  the  pulse  becomes  slower,  and  sometimes  inter- 
mits ;  the  bowels  unrelentingly  constipated,  or  occasionally 
disordered,  the  stools  being  watery,  or  of  a  gelatinous  con- 
sistence and  clay-coloured,  mixed  with  green  scybala,  the 
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whok  surface  covered  with  an  oily  slime.  The  urine  is  still 
more  deficient.  Though  for  a  time  the  sleep  seems  to  be 
profound,  it  is  still  interrupted  by  freauent  moanings,  and 
startings^  and  grinding  of  the  teeth.  When  aroused,  there  is 
at  the  moment  partial  delirium,  manifested  by  a  wild,  dis- 
tracted, eye,  incoherent  mutterings,  unusual  behaviour,  or 
quite  irrational  conduct.  It  oflen  happens,  at  this  or  an 
earlier  period,  that  a  dry,  teazing  cough  arises,  seeminglv 
from  gastric  irritation;  or,  when  uie  case  is  associated  with 
catarrhal  fever,  as  formerly  noticed,  much  mucus  or  phlegm, 
with  sometimes  wheezing  and  rattling,  as  in  bronchitis. 

This  state  of  things  advances  on  to  the  stage  of  oppression, 
owing  probably  to  effusions.  The  pulse  gradually  becomes 
weaker,  smaller,  and  more  accelerated,  till  it  is  thready  and 
can  hardly  be  counted.  There  is  squinting,  more  widely  di- 
lated or  contracted  pupils,  rolling  of  the  head,  automatic  or 
unmeaning  tossine  of  the  hands,  low  delirium,  spasms  or 
convulsions,  usually  of  one  arm  or  leg,  or  of  the  muscles  of 
the  face.  No  inconsiderable  difficulty  of  deglutition  also 
exists;  and  the  respiration  is  frequent  and  laborious,  with  a 
lengthened  pause  between  each  expiration ;  and  not  unfre- 
quently  involuntary  alvine  and  urinary  discharges,  the  latter 
prodigiously  copious,  and  mostly  pellucid. 

In  this  insensible  condition  the  child  will  lie  for  days,  ex- 
hibiting an  afflicting  spectacle.  Emaciated  considerably  in 
.  some  instances,  its  aspect  is  still  more  altered  by  the  effects 
of  its  sufferines.  The  face  is  pale,  the  eyes  are  sunken,  though 
half  open  with  a  film  on  the  surface;  the  temples  are  hollow, 
the  nose  contracted,  the  forehead  glazed,  or  moistened  by  a 
cold  dewy  perspiration.  Death  usually  takes  place  in  some 
convulsive  struggle,  in  ten  or  fifteen  days. 

As  I  havc;^  described  it,  such  is  the  tenor  of  the  disease ; 
but,  like  all  others,  it  is  infinitely  diversified.  Cases  do  ©c- 
cur,  some  of  which  I  have  seen,  without  any  premomtion, 
ending  fatally  in  two  or  three  days.  The  child,  apparently 
well,  is  seizea  with  fever,  attended  by  gastric  or  cerebral  dis- 
tress, or  both,  soon  becomes  comatose,  and  dies  convulsed. 
In  other  instances  I  have  witnessed  the  same  result  from  a 
sudden  metastasis  or  retrocession  of  eruptions ;  and  these 
anomalies  have  been  so  often  presented,  that  they  enter  into 
some  of  the  recent  classifications  of  the  disease,  under  the 
title  of  water-stroke,  from  the  effusions  in  the  brain  detected 
after  death. 

Much  more  commonly,  however,  do  we  meet  with  it  merely 
as  the  effect  of  protracted,  low,  abnormal,  diminutive  fevers, 
where  little  is  to  be  anticipated  from  preceding  symptoms.  It 
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as  often,  too,  occurs  ia  feeble  md  caoheotiQ  states  of  the  Ays- 
teo^,  with  few  or  ao  precursory  signs  afforded  by  the  pulse  oc 
tppiqal  excitement. 

It  were  easy  to  multiply,  to  neariy  any  extent,  descriptions- 
of  the  various  guises  ai^l  aspects  under  which  hydrencepha- 
lus  is  presented »     But  details  of  this  sort  are  inconsistent 
with  .my  design,  which  aims  only  at  a  very  concise  view  of 
the  subject. 

Conceruing  the  diagnosis  in  this  disease,  there  is  sometimes 
not-much  difficulty.  Cases  which  most  closely  resemble  it^ 
are  some  of  the  typhoid  fevers,  and  those  proceeding  from 
worms,,  and  torpid  or  depraved  conditions  of  the  bowels,  or 
dyspeptic  states  of  the  stomach,  where  food>  imperfectly  di- 
gested, accumulates  and  lies  expressively.  Yet  it  must  be 
confessed  that  often  even  the  most  experienced  practitioners 
are  exceedingly  perplexed,  from  those  cases  having  so  ma% 
symj>toms  in.  common  by  which  they  are  very  obscurely  de- 
signated. 

To  arrive  at  a  just  conclusion,  we  must  take  a  very  minu^ 
survey  of  Uie  disease,  noting  carefuUv  its  prominent  appear- 
ances, in  connexion  with  its  previous  history.  The  symptoms 
pAjrtioularly  to  be  attended  to  as  chiefly  distmctive,  are  the  in- 
clination to  vomit,  the  constipation,  or  the  aspect  of  the  stools 
when  procured,— the  state  of  the  urinary  discharge,— the 
aversion  to  light,  the  noises  in  the  ears,  the  dilatation  or  con- 
traction of  the  pupils,  the  strabismus,*— the  slow  irregular 
pulse,-^the  rolling  of  the  head,  the  tossing  of  the  hands, — 
the  coma.r— the  impeded  deglutition,  and  short  interrupted 
respiration.  There  is  another  circumstance  highly  characte- 
ristic. Children  can  bear  only  the  recumbent  posture :  taken 
up,  they  are  immediately  disposed  to  faint,  or  to  be  sick,  and 
pry  (NT  scream,  as  if  from  extreme  suffering. 

£ven,  however,  after.this  careful  perquisition,  and  with  all 
the  lights  derived  frcnn  the  elaborate  and  minute  investigations 
of  this  point,  contained  in  some  of  the  recent  treatises  on  the 
disease,  every  candid  physician  will  acknowledge  that  any 
near  a|>proximation  to  certainty  is  unattainable.  Nor  do  I 
know  that  it  is  so  desirable  as  it  is  deemed.  Whenever 
symptoms  so  similar  exist,  the  parts  must  be  in  nearly  a  simi^ 
lar  condition,  and  demand  essentially  a  similarity  of  treatment. 
In  forming  our  prognosis  as  to  the  probable  issue  of  hy- 
drencephalus,  we  should  be  not  a  little  influenced  by  our 
conviction  of  the  manner  of  its  production,  and  the  state  of 
the  systeni  with  which  it  is  associated.  Excited  by  irritation 
of  the  chylopoietic  viscera,  it  will  prove  more  manageable 
than  when  originally  seated  in  the  brain;  and  where  the  case 
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is  acute  and  inflammatory,  oeonrring  in  doand^  robnoi  ebiU 
dren,  than  the  reverse,  or  the  alow  and  Ungeringi  in  habiti 
feeble  and  disordered  by  the  diathesis  formerly  mentioned,-^ 
which  latter,  indeed,  are  scarcely  medicable.  Not  less  incu'*' 
rable  are  those  sudden  attacks  denominated  waier^8iroke$» 
Ab  regards,  however,  even  the  most  tractable  fbrms  of  the 
disease,  still  more  depends  on  the  stage  of  the  case*  By  a 
timely  and  vigorous  course  of  treatment,  it  may  be  often  cured 
antecedently  to  the  effusion,  though  very  seldom  after  this  has 
taken  place.  Doubtless  it  is  owing  to  their  referring  to  those 
different  stages  of  the  disease,  that  we  find  such  opposite  re^ 
ports  among  practitioners  as  to  the  degree  of  its  curabiUty. 
Thus  Monro  avers  his  utter  inability  to  cure  it,  and  Rvstt 
his  distinguished  success. 

There  are  certain  symptoms  which  I  have  observed,  under 
aH  circumstances,  to  be  of  bad  import.  These  are  great  dis* 
inclination  to  be  raised,  with  an  inability  to  sit  up,^  from  gid-^ 
diness  and  confusion  of  head,  and  particularly  when  attended 
with  tinnitus  aurium,  or  other  sounds,  or  by  deafness.  Dila-* 
tation  or  contraction  of  the  pupil,  or  squinting,  ,i»  unpropi-* 
tious;  and  so  is  pain  in  the  neck,  much  more  so  than  in  the 
head.  Coma,  convulsions,  blindness,  or  copious  disehatg9$ 
ofpelbteid  urine,  or  watery  stools,  voluntary  or  otherwise,  are 
usually  mortal  signs.  Chbynb  thinks  differently  as  to  the 
urinary  discharge ;  but  I  am  sure  he  is  wrong,  such  evacu-' 
ations  of  urine  always  denoting  a  decay  of  cerebral  energy* 
They  occur  in  hysteria,  from  frights,  and  whenever,  in  short, 
this  state  of  the  brain  and  nerves  is  induced.  The  loss  of 
cerebral  energy  in  these  latter  cases  being  only  temporary,  no 
serious  harm  results  from  it.  But  in  hydrencephalus  it  is 
very  different :  by  compression  or  otherwise,  the  vital  power 
of  the  brain  is  so  greatly  and  permanently  impaired,  that  the 
symptom  to  which  I  have  alluded  is  uniformly  one  of  the 
most  fatal  character. 

The  favourable  signs  are^  of  course,  in  some  degree  the  re« 
ver^e  of  these.  Those,  however,  which  most  unequivocally 
denote  recovery  are  the  subsidence  of  vascular  irritation  and 
the  cerebral  affections,  composure  of  tbe  stomach,  very  bilious 
or  more  natural  evacuations,  healthy  urine,  or  an  approach  to 
it,  or  heavy  deposits  in  it,  with  soft  perspirable  skin,  and, 
above  all,  deftui:ions  from  the  nostrils.  The  last  is  .often  the 
earliest  and  most  certain  harbinger  of  an  auspicious  change, 
proclaiming  the  restoration  of  natural  secretory  action. 

Much  confusion  has  been  introduced  into  the  pathology  of 
hydrencephalus,  hv  confounding  the  pre^existent  morbid  con- 
dition with  the  emision  resulting  from  it*    The  first  step  in 
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the.  attainment  of  dearer  views  is  to  dissolve  this  connexion, 
and  to  contemplate  the  dii^ease  in 'each  of  these  presentations. 
It  is  now  generally  conceded  that  dropsy  is  merely  the  conse- 
(|ueoce  of  an  altered  state  of  the  vessels  of  the  part  in  which 
it  takes  place,  either  the  serous  or  the  cellular  tissue,  and 
that  such  alteration  is  usually  associated  with  the  phenomena 
of  inflammation ;  all  the  remote  causes  of  dropsy,  however 
diversified,  operating  to  the  production  of  this  effect.     Con- 
ceding this,  it  is  not  less  true  that  these  tissues  msCy  pass 
through  the  several  states  pf  this  process  without  such  an 
event;  and  most  commonly,  indeed,  the  termination  of  it  is 
Qtherwise.     The  pleura,  the  pericardium,  the  peritoneum,  at 
least,  when  phlogosed,  extravasate    ordinarily   coagulable 
lymph,  and  the  cellular  membrane  the  same;  naving  a  ten- 
dency, however,  ^ater  than  the  serous  tissues  to  the  secre- 
tion of  pus.  ,  As  mflammation  thus  varies  in  its  terminations, 
it  must  be  susceptible  of  modifications,  and  we  are  led  to  in- 
(juire  into  the  circumstances  whicH  give  to  it  that  peculiarity 
inducing  hydropic  efiusions.    That  it  consists  not  in  the  in- 
tensity or  feebleness  of  the  action  solely,  seems  to  me  to  be 
su£Sciently  established.     The  question  is  one  of  ereat  ob- 
scurity, and  to  attempt  to  solve  it  by  alleging,  as  nas  been 
done,  that  the  inflampiation  is  of  a  specific  nature,  is  only  to 
repeat  a  barren,  unmeai^ing  phrase.     Little  more  do- we  know 
concerning  it  than  that,  in  proportion  to  the  difiusiveness  and 
the  superficiality  of  the  phlogosis  in  the  membrane,  is  the 
disposition*to  serous  eliminations.    Generally  this  proposition 
undoubtedly  holds  true.     Can  it  be  denied,  for  instance,  that 
when  the  cellular  membrane  is  topically,  though  deeply  af- 
fected,   phlegmon   arises,  commencing  with  adhesive   and 
ending  in  suppurative  inflammation,  or  under: the  other  cir- 
cumstances tnat  oedema  is  not  as  uniformly  induced?  Equally 
is  the  doctrine  appropriate  to  the  serous  tissues,  as  is  illus- 
trated by  the  evidence  of  dissections,  nearly  always  meeting 
with  lymphatic  exudations  in  partial  or  isolated  patches  of 
inflammation,  and  •  serous  effusions  where   it  is   wide  and 
slightly  spread  over  the  surface..-  More  than  to  any  of  its 
kindred  tissues  does  this  latter  remark  apply  to  the  arach- 
noid, which,  under  such  circumstances,  most   abundantly 
effuses  serum,  even  when*  the  phlogosis  scarcely  exceeds  an 
erythism.     Delicate  in  the  extreme  in  its  fabric,  it  is  also  pe- 
culiarly averse  to  take  on  the  adhesive  or  suppurative  process, 
and  hence  it  is  that,  while  these  are  pretty  constant  occur- 
rences in  the  peritoneum,  pleura,  &c.  serous  effusions  are  as 
uniformly  the  product  of  its  inflammations.     Does  not  this 
fact  go  far  to  explain  the  more  frequent  termination  of  the 
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affections  of  head  in  dropsy^  than  those  of  either  of  the  other 
cavities?  '  ' 

But  is  inflammation  always  the  necessary  antecedent  to 
dropsy^  without  which  it  cannot  take  place?  Before  this 
question  can  be  answered  satisfactorily,  we  must  understand 
what  is  meant  by  inflammation.  Modern  investigations  have 
shown  that,  instead  of  an  elementary  state  of  action,  it  is  a 
complicated  process,  beginning  witn  irritation,  followed  by 
congestion,  and  ending  m  that  copdition  to  which  the  term 
phlogosis  is  usually  applied.  Whether  irritation  simply  is 
productive  of  eflusion,  seems  doubtful ;  but  that  it  is  conse- 
quent on  congestion  in  spme  way,  can  hardly  be  disputed. 
Not  to  insist  on  the  well-known  experiments  of  Lo  w  er,  where 
effusion  speedily  followed  the  tying  of  the  vena  cava  and  the 
jugular  vein,  we  have  the  less  equivocal  fact  of  the  occurrence 
of  dropsy  by  the  interruption  of  the  circulation,  from  the  re- 
sistance of  diseased  viscera^  as  the  liver,  spleen,  &c.  These 
are  proofs  habitually  appealed  to  in  support  of  the  hypothesis 
that  alleges  the  connexion  of  dropsy  with  congestion  or  ob- 
struction of  the  circulation,  and  which,  at  a  glance,  would 
warrant  the  conclusion.  But  a  more  careful  examination 
exposes  the  error,  and  readily  reconciles  them  to  the  doctrine 
of  inflammation  as  the  parent  of  the  eflusion.  The  cellular 
and  serous^  tissues  are  those  only  in  whi^h  such  an  effect  ordi- 
narily takes  place,  and,  in  such  instances  as  cited  above,  it  is 
demonstrable  that  the  capillaries  of  the  contiguous  tissue 
becomes  irritated  into  phlogosis. 

But  why  does  not  the  phlogosis  of  these  tissues  invariably 
lead  to  effusions?  The  question  has,  in  part,  been  already 
answered  ;  and,  in  further  elucidation  of  it,  I  shall  now  add, 
as  at  least  a  probable  conjecture,  that  it  is  not  inflammation 
alone  which  induces  genuine  dropsy.  Essentially  associated 
with  this  condition,  the  vessels  however  assitme  a  secretory 
power,  by  which  a  peculiar  fluid  is  elaborated,  v^ry  distinct  in 
its  properties  from  the  serum,,  or  any^other  of  the  constituents 
of  the  blood,  and  which  faculty  is  sometimes  continued  long 
after  the  entire  subsidence  of  that  state  whence  it  was  derived. 
Did  the  efi^usion  solely  depend  on  the  phlogosis,  they  should 
simultaneously  cease ;  but  it  is  very  often  otherwise,  forming 
confessedly  the  principal  difficulty  in  the  cure  of  the 'disease. 
Certain  cachectic  states  of  the  system  favour  the  acquisition 
of  this  power  by  the  vessels,  so  much  so  that  we  have  em- 
phatically an  hydropic  diathesis. 

Thus  far  all  seems  to  me  very  manifest.  Cases  of  dropsy, 
and  particularly  of  cedema,  do  however  occur  in  conditions  of 
such  extreme  debiUty,  even  of  absolute  exhaustion,  that  it  is 
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veiy  difficult  to  embrace  them  within  the  same  theory.  It  ig 
certain  that  sometimes^  though  there  is  great  general  weak* 
nesB,  local  excitement  may  prevail^  and  the  effusion  be  the 
result  of  it :  but  on  other  occasions  it  happens  where  little 
or  no  grounds  are  observable  for  any  sucn  suspicion  from 
symptoms,  or  by  subsequent. autopsic  inspections-  Taking 
this  to  be  correct,  I  am  incUned  to  believe  thfeit  either  an  ex- 
cited or  enfeebled  vascular  action  may  be  productive  of  the 
effect.  To  do  away  undue  activity  of  the  circulation,  nature 
is  disposed,  as  a  salutary  expedient,  to  cause  an  hemorrha^, 
or  to  resort  to  some  sort  of  extravasation,  and,  under  the  cir* 
cumstances  stated  formerly,  to  a  serous  effusion.  But  in 
states  of  exhaustion  her  powers  are  so  impaired,  that  she  is 
unable  to  resist  the  escape  of  these  fluids,  which  leak,  as  it 
were,  out  of  the  exhalents.  It  is  in  this  way  that  we  have 
hemorrhages  in  the  advanced  stages  of  low  fevers,  and  drop-* 
sical  accumulations  in  other  diseases  of  expended  vital  energy* 
As  was  at  one  time  maintained,  there  would  seem  to  be  a  very 
close  analogy  between  hemorrhage  and  dropsy  in  many  re* 
spects,  each  being  active  or  passive,  and  that  the  old  notions 
on  this  subject  have  been  too  hastily  exploded. 

As  to  the  circumstances  influencing  cerebral  effusion,  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  the  observations  previously  made.  It  may 
be  collected  from  these  that  I  view  it  as  the  result  of  diffused 
phlogosis  in  the  arachnoid*  or  perhaps  sometimes  of  the  inter- 
stitial cellular  membrane,  or  in  both  tissues.  Excepting  in 
the  instance  stated,  the  disease  itself  consists  in  this  inflam- 
mation, and  the  effusion  is  only  one  of  the  proximate  effects. 
It  has  indeed  been  held  that  the  latter,  so  far  from  constitu- 
ting the  disease,  is  not  the  principal,  or  even  accessory,  cause 
of  death  in  the  case ;  operating,  on  the  contrary,  to  the  pro- 
traction of  life,  by  imparting  to  the  brain  a  degree  of  tone 
which  otherwise  it  would  lose  from  the  ravages  of  disease. 
Certain  it  is  that  water  will  remain  in  the  ventricles, — or  at 
least  we  have  every  reason  to  suspect  its  existence,  in  some 
instances,  for  weeks,  or  months,  or  years,  without  any  very 
serious  detriment.  But  here  there  is  a  gradual  effusion,  and 
the  brain  accommodates  itself  to  the  distention.  Directly  the 
reverse  of  this,  however,  happens  when  suddenly  induced ;  a 
train  of  phenomena  arising,  conspicuously  indicative  of  cere- 
bral oppression*  Taking  place  more  gradually,  it  may  often 
be  remarked  that  there  is  such  a  subsidence  of  the  symptoms 
as  to  create  an  expectation  of  recovery.  This  is  a  most 
treacherous  calm.>  The  excited  vessels  are  relieved  by  effusion, 
and  the  case  assumes  a  mitigated  aspect ;  but,  after  a  short 
interval,  the  extraneous  fluid,  as  in  other  instances  of  dropsy. 
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operates  as  a  re-exciting  cauie*  and  the  disease  letams  with 
exasperated  force^  particularly  as  regards  the  siras  of  oppres- 
sion. Yet  it  is  not  less  true  that  hydrencephalus  may  be 
strongly  characterised  without  any  effusion.  To  this  point  the 
evidcHTice  is  most  conclusive.  Numinrous  eases  are  recorded 
where  effusion  apparently  existed,  which,  on  examination, 
exhibited  no  such  appearances^ 

Biit  though  I  place  the  proximate  cause  of  hydrencephalus 
in  a  morbid  action  of  the  brain,  I  am  not  the  less  persuaded, 
as  already  intimated,  that,  in  a  larse  proportion  of  cases,  it 
commences  in  a  disordered  state  of  me  stomach,  &c.  To  this 
oonciiision  I  am  conducted  by  the  well-known  association  be- 
tweea  these  parts,  and  by  rarious  considerations  which  may 
be  deduced  from  the  history  of  the  disease :  s<mie  of  its 
causes,  the  great  disorder  in  the  digestive  organs,  the  tender- 
ness in  the  region  of  the  stomach  and  liver,  the  obstinate  con- 
stipation, the  character  of  the  biliary  secretion,  the  peculiarity 
of  the  stools  denoting  vitiation,  all  of  which  sometimes  exist 
for  weeks  antecedent  to  the  hydrencephalic  appearances ;  and, 
lastly,  the  phenomena  on  dissection,  proving  the  existence  of 
no  alight  derangement  in  several  of  the  wdominal  viscera, 
and  occasionally  none  in  the  brain  itself. 

This  brings  me  to  the  treatment  of  the  disease,  and  which, 
in  order  to  be  appropriate,  must  be  adapted  to  the  three  stages 
.  it  presenta  in  its  more  ordinary  inflammatory  or  febrile  cha- 
racter. 

The  ptredisposition  to  it,  whether  seated  in  the  brain  or  ab- 
dominal viscera,  may  generally  be  removed  by  those  remedies 
which  are  found  most  successrul  in  the  arrestation  of  the  early 
movements  of  fever,  consisting  of  evacuatbns  of  the  alimen- 
tary canal,  sometimes  by  an  emetic,  though  principally  by 
purgatives,  and  particularly  the  mercurial,  aided  by  a  state  of 
rest  and  quietude,  low  abstemious  diet,  with  a  strict  adherence 
to  the  antiphlogistic  plan  in  every  other  respect.  The  diseased 
state  of  the  abdominal  viscera  continuing,  small  alterative 
doses  of  calomel  or  the  bluepill  should  be  resorted  to ;  and, 
where  any  painful  uneasiness  in  the  head  or  tenderness  of  the 

Sigastrium  arises,  leeches  to  the  affected  part  may  be  most 
vantageoudy  applied. 

But  the  case  having  advanced  so  far  as  the  development  of 
positive  phlogosis,  the  practice  is  required  to  be  more  energe-^ 
tic  and  decisive.  It  imgbt  be  presumed  that  venesection  is 
the  leading  and  most  important  measure :  that  it  is  useful, 
cannot  be  questioned,  though  the  loss  of  blood  in  any  consi- 
demble  quantity  is  rarely  well'borne,  and  in  some  instances, 
even  with  no  small  activity  of  the  circulation,  a  single  bleed- 
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lag  is  followed,  by  coUapse  and  exhaustion.  '  It  therefore  be- 
hoves us  to  proceed  cautiously  with  the  lancet.  The  appli- 
cation of  leeches  usually  answers  better,  and  these  may  atnd 
ought  to  be  repeatedly  employed ;  substituting,  when  they 
cannot  be  had,  cups,  or  the  opening  of  the  temporal  arteries. 

Not  less  important  is  purging,  on  the  almost  unremitting 
continuance  of  which  much  depends.  To  generalise  too 
closely,  or  to  be  led  away  by  analogy,  in  the  practice  of  our 
art,  is  among  the  greatest  of  evils.  That  there  is  in  this  case 
some  peculiarity  of  action  which  renders  it  more  submissive 
to  copious  intestinal  evacuations  than  to  large  detractions  of 
blood,  I  am  entirely  persuaded.  This  is  a  truth  which  I  wish 
to  impress.as.tibb&  result  of  my  own  observations,  sustained  by 
th$  suffrage  .of  mpch  higher  authority.  Not  man^^,  indeed, 
whatever  may  be  their  speculative  differences  as  to  its  patho- 
logy* WJm  detiy  the  superior  efficacy  of  this  process  in  the  dis- 
ease. It  is  ^called  for  as  well  to  divert  blood  from  the  bead,  as 
to  arouse  the  torpid  condition  of  the  bowels,  to  remove  Ui^  foul 
accumulations  which  they  contain,  and  rectify  the  morbid 
secretions  of  the  liver.  This  organ  is  often  most  materially 
afiected  in  the  disease.  In  many  instances, when  ahydren- 
cephalic  state  of  the  brain  was  suspected,  I  have  seen  the 
disordered  stomach,  the  dilated  pupil,  the  comatose  tendency, 
and  other  alarming  symptoms,  removed  by  very  free  evacua^ 
tions.  Cheyne  reports  a  remarkable  case  to  the  same  effect, 
in  which  relief  was  immediately  afforded  by  the  bringing 
away  "  two  chamber^potsful  of  the  most  extraordinary  col* 
lection  of  feces." 

Emetics  have,  perhaps,  been  too  much  neglected  in  the  dis- 
.  ease.  An  irritated  or  oppressed  stomach  I  have  seen  to  bring 
on  symptoms  very  imitative,  at  least,  of  hydrencephalus,  and 
which  .were  promptly  removed  by  puking.  This  is  suifliciently 
intelligible.  But  the  same  sort  of  affecticHai  will  occur,  and  of 
unq:uestionable  gastric  origin,  though  there  may  be  nothing 
in  the  contents  .of  the  stomasbto  which  it  can  be  traced. 
Even  under  such. circumstances  emetics  sometimes  prove  use- 
ful ;  probably  in  the  san^e  way  that  they  remove  some  other 
cerebral  and  nervous  affections,  as  tic  douloureux,  headache, 
apoplexy,  &c.  and  which  I  believe  they  do,  in  the  first  place, 
on. the  principle  of  revulsion,  the  strong  impression  on  the 
stomach  attracting  the  blood  to  that  point,  and  next  on  the 
reaction  of  the  system,  establishing  a  more  just  distribution 
of  it..  To  their  use  1  was  first  attracted  by  observing  the 
disposition  in  the  disease  alternately  to  affect  the  stomach  and 
brain,  and  vi^hen  the  former  was  much  disordered  the  latter 
became  relieved.     In  hydrencephalic  and  other  dropsical  ten- 
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denotes,  they  probably  go  further  in  their  salutary  influences, 
by  changing  the  state  of  the  secerning  vessels  which  leads  to 
effusion.  Between  hemorrhage  and  dropsy,  I  Ibrmerly  men- 
tioned, th^re  is  an  analogy;  and  of  the  decided  efficacy  of 
emetics  in  obviating  and  suppressing  the  flow  of  blood,  little 
doubt  can  longer  remain. 

Evacuations  having  been  thus  premised,  blisters  prove  very 
serviceable.  The  application  should  first  be  made  to  the  nape 
of  the  neck,  and  subsequently  to  the  cranium,  of  a  sufficient 
size  to  embrace  the  whole  of  it  from  the  ears  upwards,  to  re- 
main on  for  twenty-four  or  thirty^six  hours,  or  tiH  suppuration 
of  the  scalp  is  induced,  without  which  it 4s  comparatively  use- 
less. It  will  be  well,  where  the  delay  is  admissible,  to  shave 
the  head  for  some  time  previously  to  the  application,  so  as  to 
guard  against  strangury,  which  is  very  apt  to  occur  from 
blisters  in  this  situation,  and  may  be  prevented  in  the  way  I 
have  stated.  There  is  another  advantage  in  early  removing 
the  hair,  that  we  command  a  larger  and  better  surface  for  the 
cold  applications,  and  perhaps,  ny  the  loss  of  this  warip  co^ 
vering  of  the  head,  directly  mitigate  the  force  of  the  disease. 
In  many  of  the  cerebral  anections,  acute  and  chronic,  as  cer- 
tain fevers,  cephalalgia,  &c.  it  is  perfectly  ascertained  that  it 
i«  productive  of  prompt  and  Unequivocal  relief^  and  there  is 
no  reason  why  it  should  not  prove  useful  in  the  case  before  us. 
I  will  only  add  that,  as  a  general  rule^  it  is  better  practice  to 
anticipate  the  blister,  by  cold  applications  to  the  head,  and 
stimulating  pediluvia  frequently  repeated,  or  cataplasms  to 
the  feet  and  ancles  of  the  same  character. 

This  is,  I  believe,  the  best  treatment  in  the  early  stages  of 
the  disease;  and  as  to  the  final  one,  little  aid  can  be  rendered. 
Effusions  in  most  instances  have  taken  place,  and,  though  in 
other  cavities  these  are  often  taken  up,  experience  teaches  that 
here  it  seldom  happens.  No  one  has  clearly  demonstrated 
lymphatics  in  any  portion  of  the  brain,  and  by  many  their 
existence  is  denied :  but  surely  these  not  having  been  satisfac- 
torily ascertained  is  owing  to  the  imperfection  of  our  re- 
searches, as  the  phenomena  of  growth,  not  to  mention  other 
facts,  sufficiently  attest  that  they  must  belong  to  every  orgah 
and  part  of  the  animal  machine.* 

An  absorbent  is  as  necessary  an  ingredient  in  the  composi- 
tion of  a  living  body  as  a  blood-vessel ;  each  being  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  the  execution  of  its  primary  and  most 
important  vital  functions.     Even,  admitting,  however,  the 

*  Since  the  absorbing  power  of  the  veins  has  been  so  satisfactorily  sbown^ 
the  existence  of  lymphatics  in  the  brain  seems  no  longer  necessary  to  explain 
the  plienonie|ia.—£. 
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existence  of  lymphatics  in  the  brain,  which  I  say  cannot  be 
denied^  it  is  still  not  less  true  that  they  act  very  feebly  and 
incompetently  in  the  hydrencephalic  affections;  yet. on  this 
account  we  should  not  be  discouraged  from  making  the  most 
strenuous  efforts. 

No  plan  of  treatment,  perhaps,  holds  out  such  prospects  of 
success  as  the  free  employment  of  mercury.  Even  where 
effusion  has  not  taken  place  it  is  serviceable,  by  changing  the 
action  of  the  vessels,  provided  it  be^  properly  reduced,  and 
diverting  the  complaint  from  the  head:  but,  if  it  exists,  it  is 
the  only  remedy  entitled  to  the  slightest  confidence.  This 
practice,  commenced  in  England  by  Dobson,  in  the.year 
1775,  was  soon  generally  adopted.  There  are  not  a  few  cases 
reported  of  its  success :  yet  it  must  be  confessed  that  for 
some  time  it  has  been  losing  reputation,  and  is  now  compa^- 
ratively  little  employed,  which  I  am  inclined  to  suspect  is 
owing  to  the  timid  and  incompetent  course  adopted. 

To  be  effectual,  mercury  must  be  applied  in  a  very  resolute' 
manner  :  it  should  be  exhibited  in  as  large  a  quantity  as  the 
stomach  and  bowels  will  bear;  and  externally  applied,  in  the 
shape  of  frictions,  with  the  strongest  ointment,  most  dili- 
gently and  copiously. 

.  Though  often  disappointed  in  my  expectations  from  it,  I 
have  seen  it  of  manifest  service,  and  especially  in  two  in- 
stances, the  outline  of  which  I  shall  give. 

In  1814, 1  attended,  in  consultation  with  the  lateDr.KuHN, 
a  child  of  six  years  of  age,  who,  having  passed  through  the 
early  stages  of  well-marked  hydrencephalus,  presented  the 
phenomena  of  effusion.  Conformably  to  his  established 
practice,  he  resolved,  if  possible,  to  attain  the  specific  influ- 
ence of  mercury,  and  with  this  view  directed  calomel  to  be 
freely  exhibited,  while  the  whole  surface  of  the  body  should 
be  rubbed  twice  a-day  with  the  mercurial  ointment,  of  double 
the  strength  of  that  of  the  dispensatories.  Not  content  with 
this,  he  had  gloves  reaching  to  the  armpits,  stockings  up  to 
the  groins,  a  belt  around  the  abdomen,  and  a  cap  to  the  head, 
smeared  with  the  unguent,  kept  constantly  on;  all  which 
was  perseveringly  done  till  the  fourteenth  morning,  when,  oa 
the  appearance  of  a  slight  ulceration  of  tUe  gums,  a  manifeat 
improvement  taking  place,  it  was  discontinued,  after  a  con- 
sumption of  fourteen  pounds  and  a  half  of  the  ointment- 
Convalescence  henceforward  rapidly  advanced,  without  any 
further  inconvenience  either  from  the  remedy  or  the  disease. 

Not  long  afterwards,  I  saw  occasionally  with  this  distin- 
guished practitioner,  and  the  late  Professor  Wistar,  a  child 
nearly  of  the  same  age  under  similar  circumstances,  in  whose 
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case  ibis  course  of  treaimebt  was  pursued,  and  with  an  equally 
happy  result.  Both  patients  are  now  living,  and  in  full 
health. 

It  can  hardly  be  supposed,  afler  the  admissions  I  have 
made,  that  these  cases  are  cited  to  inspire  any  sanguine  hopes 
in  the  success  of  the  practice:  but  it  will  sometimes  answer; 
and,  under  circumstances  so  desperate,  what  else  can  be  done  ? 
Diuretics,  so  useful  in  oth»  dropsies,  are  here  utterly  nuga«- 
tory,  and  these  are  the  only  means  which  would  seem  to  hold 
out  any  advantage. 

Of  the  inflammatory  form  of  the  disease,  I  have  said  all 
which  I  deem  necessary;  but,  in  place  of  it,  cases  are  not  un" 
frequent,  in  a  very  opposite  state  of  the  system,  such  «s  I 
formerly  described.  Efiusions,  in  many  instances,  take  place 
before  our  atteution  is  attracted  to  the  cerebral  affection,  and 
we  are  aware  how  deplorable  is  such  a  state  of  things.  De- 
pletion by  venesection  is  hardly  ever  admissible,  though  we 
may,  in  the  early  stage,  now  and  then  resort  to  leeches  as 
palliatives  of  action.;  and  a  blister  to  the  head  should  be  ap* 
plied.  The  chief  reliance,  however,  is  to  be  placed  on  mode^ 
rate  purging  in  the  beginning,  and  afterwards  in  mercury 
alone,  or  possibly,  as  has  been  recommended,  in  combination 
with  the  squill  or  digitalis.  But  I  have  never  seen  a  cure 
effected. 

Most  of  these  cases  properly  belong  to  the  second  division 
of  the  disease,  or  chronic  hydrencephalus.  The  effusion  being 
slow,  so  as  to  allow  the  brain  to  adapt  itself  to  the  deposition, 
I  have  known  them  to  run  on,  with  alternate  remissions  and 
exacerbations,  for  a  great  length  of  time.  But  the  most  de- 
cided examples  of  this  species  are  congenital,  or  appear  soon 
after  birth,  while  the  cranial  bones  are  imperfectly  united. 

The  brain  here  gradually  yields  to  the  distention  froni  the 
accumulated  fluid,  till  finally  it  loses  its  original  shape,  and 
apparently  its  organisation,  becoming  a  mere  sac  enclosing 
the  fluid.  What  is  very  extraordinary,  in  this  condition  the 
possession  of  the  senses,  as  well  as  of  the  intellectual  faculties, 
seems  in  a  great  measure  to  be  retained.  To  the  researches 
of  Gall  we  owe  the  solution  of  this  problem,  who  has  shown 
that  the  brain,  somewhat  like  the  peritoneum,  is  a  bag,  de- 
riving its  compactness  and  solidity  from  its  being  folded  up 
compressed,  as  it  were,  in  the  case  which  encloses  it.  By 
careful  dissection,  he  has  drawn  out  all  these  folds  and  invo- 
lutions, and  made  the  demonstration  I  have  stated.  The 
disease  accomplishes  the  same  thing,  and,  as  there  is  no  loss 
of  substance  in  the  brain,  its  functions  in  this  state  may  be 
performed. 
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in  the  managt&nient  of  this  species  Of  the  disease,  medicio« 
is  so  destitute  of  resources,  that  it  must  be  resigned  to  sur- 
gery. Thirty-five  years  ago.  Professor  Physic k  was  nearly 
ejecting  a  cure  of  one  of  these  cases^  by  puncturing  the  mem- 
branes and  drawing  off  the  water.  The  same  operation  has 
since  been  performed  by  Dr.  Glqvek,  of  Charleston ;.  and  in 
each  instance  a  cure  would  seem  to  have  followed,  had  there 
xK)tbeeo  aninterposilion  of  accidental  aokd  adventitious  causes 
IQ  frustrate  it.* 

The  history  of  these  cases  naturally  leads  to  the  inquiry, 
bow  far  it  might  be  proper  to  extend  this  opea*ation  to  acute 
bydr^icephalus?  It,  of  course,  should  be  reserved  only  for 
such  instances  a»  where  an  accumulation  of  water  is  clearly 
manifested,  and  the  usual  remedies  had  failed.  I  do  cohfess 
that,  under  such  circumstances,  I  should  think  it  admissible ; 
and  I  am  not  sure  that  it  might  nbt  pro^se  beneficial,  or  even 
a  cure.  As  mentioned  before,  the  blood-vessels  being  relieved 
by  effusion,  there  is  often,  till  it  excites  a  reaction,  a  remission 
in  the  disease :  it  is  at  this  period  that  an  attempt  should  be 
made. 
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Case  i)f  Ununited  Fracture  of  the  Arm^  successfully  treated  by 
Pressure,  at  St.  George's  Hospital,  by  Mr.  Brodie. 

James  M'EwEN,  twent^r-four  years  of  age,  in  November,  1825, 
met  with  an  accident,  which  occasioned  a  fracture  of  the  right  arm 
and  the  left  leg.  He  was  taken  to  a  public  hospital,  where  the 
fractures  were  treated  in  the  usual  manner.  The  fracture  of  the 
leg  became  united,  but  no  union  took  place  of  the  fracture  of 
the  arm.  Sometime  in  August,  1826,  he  was  admitted  into  a  cha- 
ritable institution,  the  surgeon  of  which  passed  a  seton  through 
the  arm,  between  the  fractured  extremities  of  the  bone.  The  seton 
was  withdrawn  at  the  expira^n  of  a  week.  Some  iiifiammation 
causing  the  surrounding  soft  parts  to  become  consolidated  and 
thickened,  must  have  followed  the  operation,  as  it  was  supposed 
that  a  cure  had  been  effected.f  When,  however,  the  inflamma- 
tion had  subsided^  it  was  found  that  the  bones  were  as  loose  and 
moveable  as  ever. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  1826,  the  man  was  admitted  into  Si. 
George's  Hospital.  At  this  time  the  broken  ends  of  thel>one  ap- 
peared to  be  united  by  ligament,  admitting  of  extensive  motion. 
They  rode  considerably  one  over  the  other,  and  the  limb  was 

*  For  a  case  in  which  this  operation  proved  sacce^sful,  see  Med.Chirucgica| 
TransaclionSj  vol.ix. 

t  See  JLaiicet|  vol.  xi.  p.  264* 
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flomewhftt  sborieoed.    The  foliowiDg  plan  /of  treatmeikl  wai  adopt- 
ed,  founded  on  fK  principle  suggested  by  Mr.  Amssburv. 

The  forearm  being  placed  in  the  half.bent  position,  a  woqdeo 
splint,  adapted  to  the  half-bent  figure  of  the  limb,  was  applied  on 
the  inside,  extending  from  the  axilla  to  the  fingers;  a^ straight 
splint  was  then  placed  on  the  outside  of  the  arm,  extendmg 
from  the  shoulder  tp  the  outer  condyle ;  and  these  splints  were 
secured  by  bandages.  On  the  outside  of  all,  a  tourniquet  was 
applied,  the  band  of  which  embraced  the  limb  in  the  situation  of 
the  fracture.  By  turning  the  screw,  which  was. on  the  outside  of 
the  arm^  additional  pressure  was  made  on  the  fractured  bones ; 
and  it  was  easy  to  regulate  the  pressure,  so  that  it  should  be  as 
great  as  possible  without  occasioning  much  distress  to  ibe  patients 
The  curved  wooden  splint  in  the  inside  being  broader  than  the 
limb,  and  only  slightly  concavey  the  principal  blood-vessels  were 
defended  from  pressure,  so  that,,  whatever  force  was  employed  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  the  fractured  ends  of  the  bones  in  close 
contact)  the  circulation  of  the  limb  continued,  nearly  uninter- 
rupted.      ^ 

This  plan  having  been  pursued  for  about  six  weeks,  it  was  found 
that  the  fractured  bones  admitted  of  much  less  motion  than  before. 
At  the  end  of  three  months,  no  motion  whatever  was  perceptible ; 
but,  by  way  of  security,  the  use  of  the  apparatus  was  continued, 
for  another  month. 

On  the  31st  of  May,,  the  q^an  left(  the  ho^piial^  having  been  for 
some  time  allowed  the  free  exercise  of  t|ie  lin^b,  without  splints  or 
bandages,  the  bones  being  firmly  consolidated^  and  the  limb  as 
useful  as  it  was  before  the  accident. 


A  Case  where  Transfusion  of  Blood  was  successfully  employed  after 
Uterine  Hemorrhage,  By  Mr.  Douglas  Fox,  of  Derby, 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 

Fbeling  the  vast  importance  attached  to  every  i^medy  cal- 
culated to  relieve  the  dreadful  consequences  attendant  upon 
uterine  hemorrhage,  I  um  anxious  to  add  to  the  general  fund 
of  information  on  that  subject,  by  relating  the  following 
successful  case  of  transfusion. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  April,  1827,  F.  G— ,  eetatis  thirty, 
living  near  this  town,  haying  advanced  to  the  sixth  mpntJb  of  preg- 
nancy, was  rather  suddenly  seized  with  labour.pains,  which  ter- 
minated in  the  expulsion  of  the  foetus.  In  a  short  time  consider 
rable  hemorrhage  commenced,  in  consequence  of  ,whicb  I  was 
requested  to  a^ttend  immediately.  On  exahiining  into  the  state  of 
the  case,  I  found  the  patient  extremely  exhausted  by  great  loss  of 
blood/  the  pulse  very  feeble ;  that  she  was  almost  in  a  state  of 
syncope,  and  scarcely  able  to  speaker  move..   Upon  inquiry,  I 
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Ibqnd  the  placenta  was  still  retained.  From  these  circumstances, 
it  was  evidently  necessaiy  to  employ  the  most  vigorous  exertions 
to  check  the  flow  of  bloody  and  to  support  the  sinking  powers  of 
the  patient. 

Haviqg  directed  that  laudanum,  with  some  stimulant,  should  be 
given,  and  cold  water  applied  plentifully  to  thtf  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen,  I  introduced  my  hand  into  the  uterus,  which  I  found  to 
be  in  a  state  of  hour-glass  contraction,  the  greater  part  of  the 
placenta  being  in  the  upper  cavity.  Having  passed  my  hand 
through  the  contracted  portion,  I  discovered  that  the  placenta  was 
almost  entirely  detached,  and  that  the  hemorrhage  continued  to 
an  alarming  extent ;  but  which  was  arrested  by  irritating  mode, 
rately  the  internal  surface  of  the  uterus  with  the  hand,  and  making 
pressure  externally  upon  that  viscus.  It  was  some  minutes 
before  any  contractile  effort  of  the  uterus  was  perceptible,  although 
these  means  were  unremittingly  employed. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  hemorrhage  had  ceased,  there  was 
every  reason  to  apprehend  the  immediate  dissolution  of  the  patient 
from  extreme  exhaustion,  as  in  this  stage  of  the  case  she  had 
become  totally  unable  to  articulate,  to  move,  or  to  swallow  any 
•kind  of  support :  the  pulse  at  the  wrist  was  imperceptible,  and  the 
gener^  appearance  of  the  patient  wore  the  aspect  or  death. 

From  the  almost  hopeless  state  of  the  case,  I  thought  the  only 
chance  to  save  life  was'^to  inject  blood  into  the  system,  as  recom^ 
mended  by  Dr.  Blundell.  Having  procured  my  instrument  for 
transfusion,  I  had  one  of  the  persons  in  attendance  bled  from  a 
vein  by  my  assistcmt;  and,  as  the  blood  flowed,  I  injected  it  into 
the  vein  of  the  patient,  previously  punctured  in  the  bend  of  the 
arm.  The  blood  passed  with  facility,  until  about  a  common  tea- 
cupful  was  injected,  which  occupied  about  six  minutes.  Having 
accomplished  this,  I  ascertained  that  the  pulse,  which  before  the 
operation  could  not  be  distinguished,  had  become  considerably 
restored;  and  in  a  few  minutes  more  the  patient  was  able  to  move 
without  much  difficulty,  to  speak  distinctly,  and  to  swalbw  any 
.fluid  food  or  medicine  which  was  offered.  At  the  same  time  she 
expressed  herself  to  be  greatly  relieved  ;  and,  in  short,  before  ten 
minutes  had  elapsed,  it  was  evident,  from  the  increased  arterial 
action,  the  vital  energy  had  so  far  returned,  that,  unless  some 
untoward  occurrence  took  place,  there  was  every  reason  to  antici- 
pate a  perfect  recovery. 

It  may  be  well  to  observe,  that,  although  every  eflfort  in 
this  instance  had  been  made,  without  any  salutary  effect 
being  produced,  to  rally  and  support  the  powers  of  the  pa- 
tient, they  had  been  uninterruptedly  sinking  from  the  time 
the  hemorrhage  first  commenced  till  the  transfusion  was  had 
recourse  to^  being  an  interval  of  upwards  of  an  hour  ;  and# 
consequently,  that  it  was  not  a  resuscitation  from  a  tempo* 
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rary  state  of  fainting,  bat  from  that  condition  which^  in  all 
probability,  would  have  speedily  proved  fatal. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  relate  the  treatment  pursued  after  the 
transfusion  was  completed,  being  the  same  as  that  usually 
employed  in  order  to  remove  the  debility  attendant  on  exten- 
sive uterine  hemorrhage. . 

The  patient  has  continued  to  improve. daily,  and  is  now 
recovered,  being  nearly  three  weeks  since  the  hemorrhage 
took  place. 

May  J  1827. 

Case  of  Phreniiic  Inflammation^  in  which  benefit  (by  Metastasis  7) 
was  derived  from  Croton  Oil.  By  John  Frost,  p.a.s.  f.l.s, 
&c.  ^cc. 

Knowing  the  interest  which  you  take  in  promoting  medical 
science,  I  am  induced  to  communicate,  through  the  medium 
of  your  Journal,  the  following  remarks.  I  am  convinced  of 
the  importance  of  this  subject,  in  which  I  have  been  engaged 
for  several  years.  The  subjoined  case  is  one  amongst  many 
others  wherein  I  have  observed  that  the  peculiar  action  of  the. 
expressed  oil  of  the  seed  of  Croton  Tiglium  on  the  throat  and 
fauces,  has  been  attended  with  the  best  effects. 

A  robust,  plethoric  gentleman  was  seized,  about  twelve  days 
ago,  with  an  attack  of  phrenitis,  to  relieve  which  the  usual  anti-' 
phlogistic  method  of  treatment  was  adopted  to  the  fullest  extent : 
copious  bleeding  to  the  amount  of  fifty  ounces, -^active  cathartics 
of  scammony,  gamboge,  and  calomel  in  large  doses, — together 
with  the  application  of  a  solution  of  muriate  of  ammonia  and 
nitrate  of  potassa  to  the  head,  were  persevered  in,  without  any 
diminution  in  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms;  the  pulse  continuing 
upwards  of  120  in  a  minute.  An  unfavourable  prognosis  only 
could  be  formed  under  such  circumstances. 

I  administered  one  drop  of  the  oil  of  Croton  Tiglium-s'eed,* 
which  in  ten  minutes  produced  violent  hypercath arsis,  and  in  the 
course  of  eight  hours  the  patient  became  gradually  sensible,  al- 
though furious  mania  had  existed,  without  a  moment's  intermis. 
sion,  for  upwards  of  two  days.  On  recovering  his  reason,  he 
complained  of  very  great  difficulty  of  deglutition,  which  was  evi- 
dently caused  (on  inspecting  the  throat  and  tonsils)  by  the  croton 
oil,  which  certainly  produces  an  active  inflammation  sui  generis. 
By  the  use  of  demulcents,  this  increased  action  was  subdued,  and 
there  was  no.  return  of  the  former  symptoms.    It  is  remarkable 

*  As  mncb  difference  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  activity  of  the  Croton 
Tiglinmseed  oil  generally  sold,  I  think  it  right  to  say  that  I  purchased' that 
above  referred  to  of  Mr.  Short,  of  Ratclift'  Highway^  whose  soB-in-laWy  Dr. 
Conwell,  revived  its  use  in  this  couatry  in  1819. 
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that,  on  pouring,  out  some  of  the  oil  in  question,  a  drop  happened 
to  fall  on  one  of  the  fingers  of  my  right  hand,  which  caused  pain 
in  the  throat,  together  with  a  feeling  of  heat,  which  lasted  for  two 
or  three  hours. 

From  the  foregoing  case,  it  would  appear  that  a  metastasis 
of  inflammation  from  the  brain  to  the  throat  was  speedily 
effected;  and,  as  the  latter  inflammation  was  artificial,  it 
subsided  when  the  stimulus  was  withdrawn. 

I  would  here  suggest  an  idea  which  may,  perhaps,  prove 
useful :  it  is  that  oi  besmearing  the  tonsils  of  a  person  la- 
bouring under  hydrophobia  witn  a  portion  of  this  oil.  Might 
not  the  symptoms  be  alleviated  ?  and  would  not  the  spasmo- 
dic action  be  lessened,  and  the  pharyngeal  inflammation 
altered,  by  producing  one  of  a  different  and  peculiar  kind  ? 
At  any  rate,  there  is  a  possibility  of  advantage;  and,  as  the 
experiment  has  never  been  tried,  this  suggestion  may  be 
useful. 

The  active  principle  of  the  expressed  croton  oil  is  entirely 
soluble  in  ether  and  oil  of  turpentine,  and  partially  so  in 
alcohol  and  proof  spirit.  I  hope  shortly  to  lay  before  the 
public  some  experiments,  which  will  prove  the  existence  of 
this  peculiar  principle  in  some  other  genera  of  plants,  which  I 
trust  may  not  be  unworthy  the  attention  of  the  medical 
profession. 

Loudim}  IQlhMaif,  1827. 
Case  of  singular  NtBvus  Matemus.    By  G.  Bennett,  Esq. 

[with  an  engraving.] 

Feeling  convinced  that  the  pages  of  your  Journal  are  ever 
open  for  the  insertion  of  facts  tending  to  elucidate  disputed 
points  in  medical  science,  I  forward  the  following  case  of 
Naevus  Maternus,  which  occurred  in  the  practice  of  Mr. 
Baldy,  surgeon  to  the  Plymouth  Infirmary.  The  accompa- 
nying rough  but  correct  delineations  of  the  extraordinary 
tumors,  as  they  appeared  both  before  and  aifter  excision,  will 
give  some  idea  of  their  general  appearance ;  whilst  in  the  ori^ 
ginal  many  peculiarities  are  eviaent,  which,  if  they  do  not 
set  entirely  at  rest  the  question  of  mental  excitement  influ- 
enping  the  organisation  of  the  foetus,  roust  at  least  be  admit- 
ted as  striking  coincidences.  I  shall  only  add,  that  the 
preparations  are  in  my  possession,  and  I  shall  be  happy  to 
submit  them  to  the  inspection  of  any  of  your  readers  who 
may  consider  the  case  as  one  worthy  of  further  corroboration. 

.  17,  Nor/Qlk'9treei,  Middlesex  Hospital; 
May  2(/,  1827.     . 
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On  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  March  last,  Mr,  Baldy's  attend- 
ance was  requested  on  a  poor  woman,  named  Hooper,  (residing  in 
Lower-street,  Plymouth,)  then  in  the  pains  of  labour,  and  who, 
shortly  after  his  arrival,  was  safely  delivered  of  a  male  child,  pre- 
isenting  the  following  remarkable  appearance.  The  mouth  was 
extended  to  its  utmost  limits,  and  rendered  incapable  of  being 
closed,  by  the  existence  of  a  cluster  of  tumors  of  various  sizes, 
(vide  Fig.  1st,)  which  occupied  and  projected  from  the  upper  and 
middle 'part  of  the  tongue,  and  adhered  to  the  greater  portion  of 
the  superior  surface  of  that  organ.  The  tumors  bore  in  appear- 
ance au  astonishing  resemblance  to  a  bunch  of  grapes,  (vide  Fig. 
2d,)  not  in  form  alone,  but  also,  in  colour, heing  of  a  yellowish- 
green  hue,  and  covered  with  a  very  delicate  pellicle  or  epidermis; 
whilst  the  similitude  was  rendered  still  greater  by  the  globular 
tumors  decreasing  in  size,  in  the  manner  so  peculiar  to  a  bunch  of 
grapes.  Besides  this  peculiar  excrescence,  there  was  yet  another 
upon  the  same  child,  and  attached  to  the  upper  part  of  the  thorax : 
it  consisted  of  a  long  portion  of  integuments,  similar^  both  in  size 
and  colour,  to  the  wattle  of  a  turkey-cock,  (vide  Fig.  3d.) 

Six  hours  after  birth,  both  nsevi  were  removed  by  Mr.  Baldy,  at 
which  operation  I  assisted.  Their  removal  was  attended  with  but 
little  hemorrhage,  and  no  vessels  were  required  to  be  secured.  In 
the  course  of  a  few  days  after  the  operation,  the  little  sufferer  was' 
able  to  take  the  breast,  and  is  now  perfectly  recovered. 

It  next  became  a  question  of  interest,  what  could  have 
given  rise  to  these  peculiar  excrescences?  Upon  my  ques- 
tioning the  woman  whether  she  recollected  having  felt  a  wish 
or  longing  for  any  particular  object  during  pregnancy,  she 
immediately  recalled  to  mind  that  she  had  "  wished,*'  or 
"  longed"  for  grapes,  but  more  particularly  on  one  occasion 
when  she  saw  a  boy  eating  some;  and,  still  thinking  on  them 
when  passirtg  the  streets,  she  was  continually  looking  at  the 
grapes  in  the  fruiterer's  shops.  The  only  circumstance  that 
can  account  for  the  piece  of  integument  resembling  the  wattle 
of  a  turkey-cock  is,  that,  when  about  four  months  advanced 
in  pregnancy,  going  into  a  neighbour's  courtilage,  she  was 
frightened  by  a  turkey-cock  running  after  her,  as  if  for  the 

Eurpose  of  attack,  and,  to  use  her  own  expression,  '*  turned 
er  blood."  I  consider  it  requisite  to  mention,  that  the 
woman,  at  the  time  the  questions  were  asked,  was  not  aware 
that  any  deformity  whatsoever  existed  with  respect  to  the 
infant;  although  afterwards,  her  suspicions  being  excited, 
she  inquired  whether  "  there  were  any  marks  about  the 
child  r 

On  this  subject  I  have  foutid  medical  men  generally  scepti- 
cal.   I  mention  this  instance  as  not  the  only  one,  but  the 

N9. 341.— iVo.  13,  New  Serie$ .  H 
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most  extraordinary  of  the  kind  that  has  fallen  under  my 
notice.* 


Case  of  Lusus  NaturcB.  Communicated  by  W.  D.  Rolfe,  Esq. 
senior  Surgeon-Accoucheur  Extraordinary  to  the  Bristol  Dis- 
pensary, and  Teacher  of  Midwifery  at  Bristol,  &c.  &c. 

[with  an  snoravino.] 

This  lusus  naturae  presents  the  appearance  of  the  lower  half 
of  a  male  foetus  of  the  fifth  or  sixth  month,  truncated  be-? 
tween  the  lower  lumbar  vertebrae.  The  inferior  extremities 
are  perfectly  formed^  excepting  that  there  are  only  two  toes 
on  each  foot,— viz.  the  great  toe  and  the  next ;  and  that  the 
back  part  of  the  legs  are  confined  to  the  thighs  for  a  conside- 
rable extent  by  the  common  integuments.  The  penis  and 
scrotum  are  perfect.  The  remains  of  the  umbilical  cord  has 
a  truncated  appearance,  but  on  close  examination  is  found  to 
be  covered  by  the  integuments,  ejccepting  some  very  small 
vessels,  which  have  been  the  means  of  communication  be- 
tween it  and  the  placenta.     There  is  no  appearance  of  anus. 

On  making  an  incision  anteriorly  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen,  none  of  the  abdominal  viscera  were  found  but  the 
liver,  which  had  only  one  lobe,  and,  situated  superiorly,  oc- 
ci\pied  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  cavity.  The  anterior 
and  inferior  portion  was  filled  by  the  bladder,  which  extended 
upwards  to  the  umbilical  cord ;  its  longitudinal  diameter  very 
much  exceeded  that  of  its  transverse. 

The  blood-vessels  were  unusually  small. 

Before  an  incision  was  made,  the  integuments  covered  the 
wlole  of  the  foetus  uninterruptedly,  excepting  at  the  point  of 
the  penis  and  at  the  opening  of  the  urethra.  In  the  hollow 
of  the  sacrum  there  was  found  a  trifling  development  of  the 
jipinal  marrow. 

zeth  Maffy  1827. 


*  We  have  examined  the  preparations,  and  can  bear  testimony  to  the  accn- 
facy>ofthe  descriptioiKgiven  of  them  by  Mr.  Bennet.— Editor. 
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Ilia,  pritid,  cret&;  oioxbaBC,  carbone,  N0/aMiM.r-PBB8iv>. 

Commentaries  on  some  of  the  more  important  of  the  Diseases  of 
Femcdes.  In  three  Parts.  By  Marshall  Hall,  m.d.  f.r.s.e, 
&c.  &c. — 8vo.  pp.  XV.  376;  with  eight  coloured  Plates.  Long- 
man and  Co.  London,  1827. 

Db.  Hall  having,  upon  more  than  one  occasion,  distin- 
guished himself  as  an  ahle  and  useful  contributor  to  our 
information  upon  different  medical  subjects,  we  naturally 
approach  the  present  more  matured  produce  of  his  labours, 
with  the  expectation  of  deriving  information  ourselves,  and 
of  being  able  to  extract  from  the  volume  matter  that  will 
prove  interesting  to  our  readers.  The  work  treats  of  some  of 
those  forms  of  the  diseases  of  females  which,  from  affecting 
the  system  in  general,  or  some  important  cavity  or  organ,  fall 
under  the  cognisance  of  the  physician.  The  reader  is  informed 
that  the  author  has,  upon  the  present  occasion,  not  only  embo- 
died in  one  work  his  former  observations,*  but  that  he  lias 
entered  more  fully  into  the  investigation  of  the  subj^ects  upon 
which  he  has  before  treated,  from  a  conviction  that  a  renewed 
inquiry  into  their  diagnosis,  or  essential  difference  under  a 
similarity  of  appearances,  and  into  their  nature,  pathology, 
and  treatment,  will  lead  to  many  important  and  beneficial 
results. 

Although  many  years  have  been  devoted  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  diseases  he  now  treats  of,  the  author  does  not 
presume  to  suppose  that  he  has  exhausted  the  subject.  He 
is  perfectly  aware  that  the  inquiry  still  affords  great  scope  for 
further  investigation.  It  has  been  thought  advisable  to  divide 
these  commentaries  into  three  parts. 

"  The  first  part  will  comprise  those  morbid  affections  which  are 
principally  incident  to  female  youth.  They  chiefly  involve  a  state 
of  derangement  of  the  general  health,  a  morbid  condition  of  th^ 
functions  of  the  uterine  system  and  of  the  ,mammse,  and,  not  un- 
frequently,  a  defective  development  of  the  form  during  growth. 

''  The  second  part  will  comprehend  those  morbid  affections 
which  supervene  during  pregnancy,  parturition,  and  the  puerperal 

*  See  an  Essay  on  Disorders  of  the  Digestive  Organs  and  of  the  General 
Health,  first  published  in  1818 ;  an  Essay  on  a  Serious  Morbid  Affection,  oc- 
cnrring  after  Delivery,  Miscarriage,  &c.  pablished  in  1820;  and  Medical 
Essays  on  the  Effects  of  Intestinal  Irritation,  and  of  Loss  of  Blood,  aiid 
on  Exhaustion  and  Sinking  from  various  Causes,  publinhed  in  18^6.  See  aUo 
the  Medico-Chimrgical  Transactions,  vol.  xili.  pi  ISI  and  p,  189, 
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State.  They  consist  principally  in  affections  of  the  general  system^ 
or  of  some  important  cavity  or  viscus,  and,  arising  from  very  vari- 
ous or  even  opposite  causes,  necessarily  vary  in  their  nature  and 
treatment.  It  may  be  observed ^  in  general,  that  the  disorders  of 
early  pregnancy  do  not  arise  from  the  condition  or  situation  of  the 
uterus  itself,  but  from  its  sympathies  with  distant  organs;  but,  in 
the  later  periods  of  pregnancy,  from  the  irritation  or  pressure  of  the 
gravid  uterus,  inducing  fulness  of  the  blood-vessels,  or  other 
affection,  within  the  head,  or  oedema  of  the  extremities.  During 
parturition,  the  patient  is  exposed  to  the  effects  of  uterine  irritation 
or  pressure  in  a  more  especial  manner ;  but  afterwards  to  a  state 
of  greajt  comparative  inanition,  both  by  the  removal  of  a  long- 
continued  source  of  pressure,  and  generally  by  the  occurrence  of 
hemorrhagy.  In  the  puerperal  state,  [the'  patient  is  variously 
liable  to  suffer  from  milk-fever  and  from  other  kinds  of  fever,  from 
inflammation,  from  intestinal  irritation,-  and  from  loss  of  blood  ; 
and  from  two  or  more  of  these  causes  variously  combined  and  co- 
operating together. 

**  From  this  slight  sketch  of  the  second  division  of  the  class  of 
female  diseases,  it  will  be  obvious  that  much,  very  much,  stiU  re- 
mains to  be  done  before  the  investigation  into  their  nature  and 
treatment  can  be  said  to  be  at  all  complete. 

"  The  third  part  will  comprehend  those  affections  which  ar^ 
incident  to  the  middle  and  later  periods  of  life:  they  are  chiefly 
constitutional,  and  consist  in  derangement  of  the  general  healthy 
or  arise  from  undue  lactation,  from  menorrhagia  or  leucorrhoea, 
or  from  the  circumstances  of  the  two  climacteric  periods,  of  the 
cessation  of  the  catamenia,  and  of  the  decline  or  sinking  of  the 
vital  powers  in  advanced  years."  (P.  vii.) 

Chapter  I.  Of  the  disorders  incident  to  female  youth  in 
general. — Many  circumstances  concur  to  render  the  disorders 
of  female  youth  different  from  those  of  the  male  sex;  but 
chiefly  peculiarity  of  constitution,  and  that  important  change 
which  is  at  this  period  effected  in  the  uterine  system.  *'  The 
peculiarity  of  constitution  existing  in  the  female  sex,  and 
modifying  its  disorders,  appears  to  consist  principally  in  a 
greater  development  of  the  capillary  vessels,  and  in  a  greater 
susceptibility  of  the  nervous  system,  than  are  observed  in  the 
male  sex."  The  accuracy  of  fhe  latter  part  of  this  statement 
is  doubtless  fully  impressed  upon  every  practitioner  who  has 
had  opportunities  of  watching  the  progress  of  female  diseases, 
more  particularly  at  the  approach  to  womanhood,  and  who 
lias  not  omitted  to  take  advantage  of  his  experience.  With 
respect  to  any  peculiar  **  and  greater  development  of  the 
capillary  vessels,"  perhaps  some  doubts  may  exist,  and  some 
proofs  may  be  required  that  this  is  not  an  hypothetical  Opinion 
rather  than  ^a  fact  established  by  observation. 
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Dr.  Hall  observes,  'Hhat  derangements  in  the  return  and 
fiow  of  the  catamenia,  after  these  have  once  appeared,  are 
also  most  frequently  the  effect  of  some  disorder  of  the  general 
health ;  so  that  a  continued  and  watchful  attention  to  this 
point  is  still  essential.  In  other  cases,  an  undue  suppression 
or  flow  of  the  catamenia,  or  a  leucorrhoeal  discharge,  is  the 
cause  of  derangement  of  the  general  health." 

Our  experience  in  the  nature  and  management  of  female 
complaints  has  been  considerate,  and  we  are  inclined  to  be- 
Ueve,  from  attentive  observation  and  much  reflection,  that  in 
by  far  the  greater  number  of  cases  in  which  the  health  is 
deranged,  and  thecatamenial  discharge  at  the  same  time  in- 
terrupted, we  must  view  the  latter  circumstance  as  an  efiect, 
and  not  as  the  cause,  of  the  constitutional  suflering.  .This  is 
but  an  iteration  of  Dr.  Hall's  opinions ;  but  we  have  had 
such  frequent  proofs  of  the  mischief  inflicted  in  the  ordinary 
practice  of  the  day,  by  the  administration  of  *'  forcing  medi- 
cines,'* without  reference  to  the  general  health  of  the  patient, 
that  we  could  not  pass  9ver  the  subject  without  ofiering  a 
remark  upon  it. 

The  evils  arising  from*  a  constipated  state  of  the  bowels  in 
young  females,  are  properly  considered  by  Dr.  Hall  as  the 
most  frequent  forerunners  of  various  and  more  serious  ail- 
ments. 

^'  It  is  to  be  presumed,  too,  that,  with  the  state  of  the  alimen- 
tary canal,  the  organs  which  coutribute  to  digestion,  as  the  liver, 
pancreas,  &c.  are  proportionately  deranged  in  their  functions; 
digestion  is  variously  disordered ;  the  contents  of  the  intestinal 
tube  become  morbid;  and  these  again  react  upon  each  other  reci- 
procally. Nutrition  is  also  frequently  impaired,  and  there  is,  in 
consequence,  a  certain  degree  of  loss  of  flesh ;  and  it  is  a  point 
which  1  have  ascertained  by  repeated  observation,  that,  after  a 
certain  duration  of  a  disordered  state,  of  the  digestion  and  of  the 
general  health,  and  associated  with  a  peculiar  appearance  of  the 
tongue,  which  I  have  termed  the  lobulated,  there  is  frequently 
simple  enlargement  of  the  liver.  Upon  thei  subject  of  affections  of 
the  liver,  however,  I  would  earnestly  renew  a  caution  which  I 
gave  some  years  ago,  not  to  consider  every  icterode  hue  in  the 
complexion  or  general  surface  as  denoting  disease,  or  even  disor- 
der of  this  organ.  This  state  of  the  cutaneous  surface  is  frequently 
the  effect  of  a  loaded,  condition  and  impaired  function  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal;  and  it  is,  in  various  instances,  an  affection  of  each 
of  the  cutaneous  textures,  or  of  the  cutaneous  circulation;  altoge- 
ther independent  of  any  tinge  of  bile.'*  (P.  8.)     ' 

This  observation  of  Dr.  Hall's  is  of  much  importance. 
Many  a  patient  is  mercurialised  whose  countenance  exhibits 
the  appearance  he  refers  to,  and  which  is  erroneously  consi- 
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dered  an  infallible  indication  of  hepatic  disease  or  derange- 
ment. 

To  preserve  the  health  of  the  young  female,  the  neces- 
sity of  frequent  exercise  is  strongly  insisted  upon.  We  really, 
however,  are  not  aware  that  the  custom  of  closely  confin? 
ing  young  persons,  of  either  sex,  to  sedentary  employments 
is  now  so  genetal  as  the  author  appears  to  imagine.  In  all 
the  families  under  our  own  inspection,  there  apjpears  to  be  as 
much  attention  to  invigorate  the  body  by  well-timed  exercise 
as  there  is  to  improve  the  mind  by  a  necessary  attention  to 
intellectual  studies. 

Chap.  II.  Of  disorder  of  the  general  health  in  its  more 
acute  form. — 

'*  The  general  character  and  symptoms  of  this  disorder  are  very 
distinct  and  characteristic;  but  its  complications  are  extremely 
various,  and  sometimes  predominate  over  the  other  symptoms,  ^nd 
resemble  some  topical  affections  so  much,  that  it  is  of  the  utmost 
moment  to  institute  a  correct  diagnosis  between  them*. .  With  the 
view  of  assisting  in  the  distinction  of  this  morbid  affectioR  in 
future,  it  will  be  my  object,  first,  accurately  to  detail  the  symp* 
toms  which  characterise  the  complaint  in  general;  and,  in  the 
second  place,  to  enumerate  and  describe  those  particular  compli- 
cations which  are  apt,  in  certain  instances,  to  engross  the  attention 
of  the  patient  and  of  her  friends,  and  even  to  occasion  some  degree 
of  embarrassment  to  the  physician. 

*'  This  affection,  even  in  its  more  acute  form,  comes  on  insidi- 
ously, and  the  patient  becomes  gradually  and  insensibly  incapaci- 
tated for  exertion  either  of  mind  or  body.  This  state  of  unconscious 
disorder,  perhaps,  endures  for  many  months  before  it  attracts  the 
serious  attention  of  the  patient  or  her  friends;  and  when  a  medical 
opinion  is  taken,  it  is  usually  sufficiently  characterised  by  a  general 
feeling  of  weakness,  with  tremor,  headache,  or  vertigo,  fluttering, 
faintishness,  tendency  to  perspiration  on  the  least  exertion  or 
surprise,  susceptibility  to  hurry  and  agitation,  weariness,  aching, 
and  loss  of  flesh ;  and  with  these  symptoms  there  are  peculiar 
states  of  the  countenance,  of  the  tongue  and  internal  mouth,  of  the 
general  surface,  and  of  the  evacuations,  which  I  now  proceed  to 
describe,  I  would  first  observe,  however,  that,  although  the  ac- 
cession of  this  morbid  afiecUon  is  usually  slow  and  insidious,  it  is 
occasionally  more  rapid,  being  induced  J3y  the  occurrence  of  some 
other  indisposition,  or  of  a  fall  or  other  accident.*'  (P.  15.) 

The  peculiar  state  of  the  tongue  which  exists  in  this  gene- 
ral derangement  of  the  health,  is  represented  in  Plate  I.  fig. 
1,  2,  and  3.  In  this  affection,  the  patient  is  generally  annoyed 
by  much  nervous  tremor.  She  feels  unaccountably  feeble 
and  weary,  and  suffers  from  a  sense  of  aching  after  slight 
exertion.    There  is  an  early,  but  very  slow  and  gradual  ema- 
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ciation,  <^  and  it  is  interesting  to  remark,  by  weighing  the 
patient,  first,  the  still  continued  progress  of  tne  loss  of  flesh 
for  a  time;  and  then  the  cessation,  and,  lastly,  the  restora- 
tion from  this  fearful  morbid  process,  on  the  institution  of  a 
correct  mode  of  treatment."  (P.  20.) 

There  is  almost  universally  a  peculiar  sense  of  fluttering 
about  the  heart  and  pit  of  the  stomach;  the  pulse  is  variable; 
the  state  of  the  digestive  function  is  also  uncertain. 

"  Doubtless  the  uterine  discharges,  if  carefully  examined,  would 
be  found  to  have  participated  in  the  general  disorder ;  but  it  is 
only  in  the  more  protracted  cases  of  this  morbid  affection  that  they 
£ire  so  obviously  changed  in  their  appearance,  quantity}  duration, 
and  returns,  as  to  excite  the  attention  of  the  patient. 

"  It  is  extremely  important  to  remark,  that  the  condition  of  the 
countenance,  of  the  tongue  and  internal  mouth,  and  of  the  general 
surface,  is  peculiarly  constant  and  uniform  in  almost  every  case, 
aaid  at  every  period  of  this  disorder ;  whilst  the  other  symptoms 
are  as  characteristically  inconstant  and  variable.  It  is,  therefore, 
by  a  recurrence  to  the  former  that  we  are  frequently  enabled  to 
establish  a  certain  diagnosis,  in  cases  which  might  otherwise  be 
doubtful;  and  it  is  by  the  very  variable  character  of  the  latter  even 
that  we  derive  a  further  source  of  diagnosis."  (P.  23.) 

The  predominating  symptom  is  not  the  same  in  different 
cases,  nor  even  in  the  same  case  at  different  periods,  but  it  is 
sometimes  an  affection  of  the  head,  sometimes  of  Hhe  heart, 
&c.  We  believe  that  no  practitioner,  with  a  moderate  share 
of  experience,  will  fail  to  recognise  the  accuracy  of  the  de- 
scription given  by  the  author  of  this  disorder  of  the  general 
health  of  young  females,  which  is  not  attended  by  symptoms 
of  sufficient  constancy  or  regularity  to  enter  into  our  nosolo« 
gical  arrangemetits.  We  could,  if  it  were  not  our  object  to 
confine  ourselves  to  the  notice  of  Dr.  Hall's  book,  rather  than 
to  give  an  essay  upon  the  subjects  of  which  he  treats,  detail 
many  c^ses  of  considerable  interest  from  our  own  practice,  in 
which,  at  different  periods,  and  within  a  short  space  of  time, 
the  patient  has  appeared  to  labour  under  organic  disease  of 
almost  every  organ  in  the  body.  We  do  not,  however, 
remember  any  case  of  this  kind,  in  which  general  hysterical 
symptoms  of  a  well-marked  nature  did  not  alternate  with  the 
varymg  local  affections. 

Having  attended  to  the  general  character  of  the  complica- 
tions observed  in  the  more  acute  form  of  disorder  of  the 
general  health,  the  author  proceeds  to  describe  each  of  these 
complications  separately,  and  to  point  out  the  diagnosis  be- 
tween them  and  idiopathic  diseases  of  the  same  organs.  In 
such  cases  caution  is  of  course  necessary.    That  which  Ws 
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at  first  a  mere  functional  oomplitiation  may»  in  the  sequel* 
become  organic  disease.  The  patient  must  therefore  be 
attentively  watched. 

,  **  During  the  whole  course  of  this  disorder,  the  patient  is  pecu- 
liarly liable  to  be  affected  with  fluttering,  irregular  action,  or 
violent  palpitation  of  the  heart,  or  with  syncope.  The  aflfiection  is 
distinguished  by  observing  the  concurrent  appearances  and  symp- 
toms, by  carefully  observing  the  effects  of  remedies,  and  the  state 
of  the  symptoms  from  day  to  day, — but  especially  the  influence  of 
bodily  exertion,  when  the  patient  is  least  under  the  influence  of 
these  painful  feelings.  Organic  disease  of  the  heart  is  ever  pre- 
sent, and  ever  exasperated  by  exertion;  the  symptomatic  affection 
is  apt  to  subside,  and  then  exertion  may  be  borne  without  inducing 
the  sufferings  experienced  in  the  former  case. 

"  Hsematemesis  and  melsena  are  not  unfrequent  complications 
of  this  form  of  disorder,  and  especially  in  females.  Haematemesis 
is  immediately  obvious,  but  melsena  is  ascertained  only  by  acci- 
dent, and  frequently  occurs  unknown  and  unsuspected  by  the 
patient.  They  are  frequently  conjoined,  in  the  same  case,  and 
appear  to  be  a  similar  afiection  of  different  parts  of  the  alimentary 
canal. 

"  Disorder  of  the  general  health  is  sometimes  accompanied  by 
the  most  decided  jaundice. 

"  In  the  course  of  this  disorder  there  is  frequently  pain,  more  or 
less  severe,  more  or  less  continued,  and  in  such '  different  forms 
and  situations  as  to  resemble,  in  different  cases,  attacks  of  gall- 
stones, inflammation  of  the  pleura^,  liver,  spleen,  kidney,  or  of  the 
intestine  or  peritoneum;  and  there  is  sometimes  a  sensible  hard- 
ness, or  tumor,  which  appears  to  consist  in  a  loaded  state  of  the 
intestines.  This  occurrence  is  particularly  apt  to  take  place  in 
females. 

*'  There  is  sometimes  in  this  disorder  symptoms  of  affection  of 
the  bladder,  probably  arising  from  a  loaded  or  irritable  state  of 
the  rectum."  (P.  28.) 

The  first  object  in  the  treatment  of  this  morbid  affection  is 
to  regulate  the  bowels.  Care,  however,  must  be  taken  that 
purgatives  are  not  employed  to  such  an  extent  as  to  ^oduce 
irritation  and  distention  in  the  alimentary  canal,  and  exhaus- 
tion and  nervousness  in  the  general  system,  more  distressing 
than  the  original  disorder.  Mercurial  purgatives  are  seldom 
required,  in  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Hall.  The  diet  should  be 
mild,  li^ht,  and  nutritious ;  and  the  mind  of  the  patient  must, 
if  possible,  be  kept  in  a  tranquil  state.  Even  with  the  most 
judicious  mode  of  treatment^  a  rapid  cure  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected. 

In  our  endeavours  to  relieve  the  aifection  of  the  head  which 
is  so  common  an  attendant  of  the  general  disturbance  above 
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described^  we  must  carefully  bear  in  mind  ''  that  the  Tery  • 
sensations  of  affection  of  the  head,  which  are  apt  to  be  in*  . 
duced  by  a  disordered  state  of  the  bowels  and  of  the  general 
health,  are  kept  up,  and  perhaps  aggravated,  by  undue  de- 
pletion. Inanition  produced  by  too  active  purging,  or  by  the 
too  considerable  abstraction  of  blood,  is  alike  apt  to  be  at- 
tended by  headache,  vertigo,  or  a  sense  of  weight  or  of 
confusion.  In  this  case,  eating  frequently  relieves  the  affec- 
tion  of  the  head." 

Chap.  III.  Of  disorder  of  the  general  health,  in  its  more 
protracted  form, — After  an  uncertain  continuance  of  general 
indisposition,  the  patient  approaches  a  cachectic  state,  which 
must  be  combated  by  the  occasional  exhibition  of  cordial 
purgatives,  tonics,  fresh  air,  and  other  obvious  means  of 
restoring  the  broken  powers  of  the  constitution. 

Chap i  IV.  Q/'CA/orom.-^The  constitutional  derangement 
treated  of  in  the  preceding  chapter  appears  to  us  veiy  nearly 
allied  to  chlorosis,  and  Dr.  Hall  himself — 

•  **  Thinks  the  form  of  disorder  of  the  eeneral  health,  about  to  be 
described,  differs  from  those  treated  of  m  the  two  preceding  chap- 
ters, chiefly  in  the  peculiar  character  of  the  constitution  of  the 
patient.  It  principally  occurs  in  female  youth,  but  not  unfre- 
quently  in  married  persons;  and  it  is  not  entirely  unknown  in  the 
young  and  delicate  of  the  male  sex.  It  chiefly  affects  persons  of 
what  may  be  Justly  termed  the  lymphatic  temperament;  whilst 
those  of  a  diflferent  temperament  are  most  liable  to  that  form  of 
disorder  to  be  noticed  in  the  ensuing  chapter. 

^*.  1  have  observed  a  morbid  affection  very  similar  to  this  in  per- 
sons of  the  middle  age  of  both  sexes ;  and  I  have  had  occasion  to 
remark,  that  in  these  there  had  been  either  hemorrhagy  or  some 
other  cause  of  debility  or  exhaustion.'*  (P.  51.) 

Dr.  Hall  is  persuaded  that  there  is  seldom  any  truth  in  the 
conjecture  that  sexual  excitement  is  the  cause  of  this  form  of 
disease.  The  result  of  our  own  experience  would  induce  us 
to  give  a  contrary  opinion.  Many  such  cases  have  fallen 
under  our  care,  and  in  most  of  them  it  has  appeared  that  the 
genital  system  was  in  a  high,  state  of  excitation,  however 
anxiously  the  patient  might  endeavour  to  conceal  the  fact,* 
The  appearances  of  the  chlorotic  countenance  are  accurately 
pourtrajred  in  the  fourth  plate.  The  state  of  the  tongue  in 
the  diTOrent  stages  of  chlorosis  is  also  well  represented  in 
Figures  7,  8,  and  9  of  Plate  3d. 

Dr.  Hall  despairs  of  giving  any  thing  accurate  or  specific 

*  On  this  point  we  must  take  leave  to  differ  with  tlie  reviewer — ^in  well 
narked  cases  of  chlorosis^  there  has  always  appeared  to  us  to  be  a  general 
torpor  iovolviog  the  genital  system,  quite  as  much  as  any  other  organs. — En. 

iVo.341.— iVb.  13,  New  Serka,  I 
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in  regard  to  the  pathology  of  this  and  other  forms  of  disorder 
of  the  general  health.  ^ 

"  There  appears  to  me  not  to  be  a  system,  an  organ,  a  texture, 
or  ^ven  a  fluid  in  the  animal  economy,  which  does  not  suffer  in 
different  instances  of  this  multiform  disorder.  It  has  already  been 
shown  that  the  compHcations  of  the  more  acute  form  of  disorder 
of  the  general  health  differ  totally  from  those  of  the  more  pro- 
tracted, both  in  their  various  seats  and  in  their  nature;  the. former 
affecting  the  more  vital  organs,  the  latter  the  superficial  textures. 
A  similar  remark  equally  applies  to  the  form  of  disorder  of  the 
general  health  under  consideration."  (P.  60.) 

We  agree  with  Dr.  Hall  that  the  first  cause  of  this  aflTec  • 
tion,  in  most  instances,  is  to  be  found  in  some  derangement  of 
the  bowels,  which,  we  may  add,  is  in  young  females  fre- 
quently neglected,  until  the  supervention  of  other  symptoms 
which  are  considered  more  worthy  of  attention.  The  practi- 
tioner is  again  very  pvoperly  cautioned  not  heedlessly  to  have 
recourse  to  blood-letting  and  blistering,,  for  the  purpose  of 
relieving  the  apparent  local  diseases  with  which  the  general 
affection  is  not  unfrequently  complicated.  We  have  seen 
several  instances  similar  to  that  referred  to  by  the  author,  in 
which  the  patient  has  been  at  different  times  treated  for 
visceral  inflammation  without  effect,  and  in  which  the 
general  health  has  been  promptly  and  perfectly  established 
by  a  more  appropriate  plan. 

"  The  diagnosis  is  founded  upon  the  state  of  the  countenance, 
of  the  tongue,  of  the  general  surface,  of  the  bowels,  and  of  the 
catamenia,  the  multitude  and  variety  of  the  other  symptoms,  the 
variable  history  of  the  case,  and  perhaps  the  suddenness  and  repe- 
tition  of  the  attack,  and  the  effects  of  remedies.  The  only  diffi- 
culty exists  when  some  topical  inflammation  comes  on  in  a  patient 
previously  affected  with  chlorosis.  Even  in  this  case  the  disease 
has  assumed  a  more  settled  and  definite  form,  instead  of  the  vary« 
ing  and  complicated  character  of  chlorosis,  and  may  then  be 
distinguished  by  a  careful  examination. 

"  These  observations  strictly  apply  to  the  diagnosis  of  chlorosis 
with  pain  of  the  head,  from  inflammation  of  the  brain  or  its  mem- 
branes.  In  the  latter  disease  there  are  not  the  characteristic 
appearances  and  symptoms  of  chlorosis,  as  observed  in  the  coun- 
tenance, tongue,  general  surface,  and  general  symptoms;  but 
there  are,  on  the  contrary,  the  peculiar  and  definite  symptoms  and 
history  of  inflammation  of  the  encephalon,  which  it  would  be  out 
of  place  to  mention  here. 

*^  The  cough  and  dyspnoea,  the  palpitation  of  the  heart,  the  pain 
of  the  side,  and  the  pain  and  tenderness  of  the  abdomen,  are  to  be 
distinguished  from  inflammation  within  the  chest  or  the  abdomen, 
in  the  same  manner,  by  comparing  the  general  and  local  characte- 
ristics of  chlorosis  with  those  of  each  of  these  diseases,  and  by 
ascertaining  the  history,  and  observing  the  effects  of  remedies* 
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*^  The  pains  of  the  side,  or  of  the  abdomen^  so  apt  to  ocoiir  as 
complications  of  chlorosis,  are  to  be  distinguished  from  pleurisy  or 
peritonitis  by  the  same  recurrence  to  the  state  of  the  complexion, 
tongue,  and  general  surface,  and  to  the  other  symptoms,  and  by 
their  own  peculiar  character:  these  pains,  for  instance,  are  less 
constant,  bojLh  in  their  situation  and  duration,  than  those  of  an 
inflammatory  nature;  and,  though  sometimes  aggravated  by  a 
deep  inspiration,  are  notiDvariably  so,  especially  on  repeating  the 
inspiration  a  third  or  a  fourth  time.  The  accession  of  pain  of  the 
side  in  chlorosis  is  apt  to  be  sudden ;  the  side  affected  is  sometimes 
changed  ;  th6  degree  of  pain  sometimes  extremely  severe,  at 
others  less  so ;  and  there  is  more  expression  of  pain  than  is  per- 
mitted by  the  pain  of  inflammation,  which  represses  the  movements 
of  respiration,  implied  in  the  loud  expression  of  pain."  (P.  64.) 

The  treatment  of  this  form  of  disorder  of  the  general  health 
must  be  begun  by  due  evacuation  of  the  bowels.  The  use 
of  mercurials  and  active  purgatives  requires  caution,  and  the 
addition  of  mild  cordial  remedies  is  still  more  necessary  than 
in  that  form  of  disorder  described  in  the  two  preceding  chap- 
ters.    As  aperients.  Dr.  Hall  prefers  aloes  and  rhubarb. 

"  When  the  bowels  have,  by  these  means,  been  fully  but  gei^tly 
regulated  for  some  time,  different  preparations  of  iron,  but  especi- 
ally the  sulphate,  become  specific  in  this  disorder, —  gradually 
restoring  the  complexion,  the  general  surface,  and  the  uterine 
discharges,  to  their  healthy  state.  The  condition  of  the  com- 
plexion, and  of  the  catamenia,  constitutes  the  true  indication  for 
the  employment  of  these  remedies,  and  of  their  beneficial  effects 
when  these  begin  to  be  displayed.  I  do  not  mean  to  confine  the 
use  of  chalybeates  to  the  cases  in  which  the  prolabia  are  exan- 
guious  and  the  catamenia  are  pale,  but  I  can  aflirm  that  their 
efficacy  is  most  unequivocal  in  these  cases."'  (P.  66.) 

For  the  local  pains,  cupping  may  be  tried ;  "  but  it  is 
extremely  important,  in  chlorosis,  to  avoid  taking  blood  as 
much  as  possible." 

Dr.  Hall  does  not  mention  the  good  effects  of  horse  exer- 
cise. In  several  instances  we  have  found  it  of  decided 
benefit ;  and,  where  the  strength  of  the  patient  is  not  too  far 
reduced,  we  should  recommend  it  with  much  confidence  as 
an  auxiliary  to  the  general  plan  of  treatment. 

The  sixth  chapter  gives  a  very  brief  sketch  of  the  more 
prominent  fbrmd  of  Hysteria. 

The  eighth  chapter  contains  some  interesting  remarks  upon 
the  derangement  of  the  general  health  observed  in  females 
returned  from  India.  The  morbid  influence  of  the  climate  of 
India  upon  the  general  system,  and  upon  the  liver  and  alimen- 
tary canal;  is  wdl  known ;  but  it  appears  to  Dr.  Hall  "  that 
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the  effects  of  a  residence  in  India  upon  the  functions  of  the 
uterus  have  not  received  the  degree  of  attention  which  they 
demand/'  Mr.  C.  M.  Clarke  mentions  the  interesting 
case  of  a  European  child,  who  went  to  the  West  Indies  at 
the  ago  of  six  years^  in  whom  menstruation  took  place  at  the 
ninth  year,  and  continued  to  recur  regularly  for  three  months;' 
but  the  child  then  returning  to  a  more  temperate  climate,  the, 
secretion  ceased,  and  had  not  returned  when  the  child  was 
twelve  years  old.  **  Change  of  climate  is  generally  of  the 
utmost  service  in  restraining  the  uterine  discharges ;  but  the 
effects  of  the  previous  drain  and  losses  of  blood  do  not  so. 
soon  cease,  and  the  patient  presents  all  the  symptoms  of 
exhaustion,  either  in  uiat  form  which  is  attended  with  re- 
action, or  in  that  in  which  the  symptoms  of  reaction  do  not 
manifest  themselves.  In  addition  to  exhaustion,  there  are 
also  very  frequently  the  effects  of  intestinal  irritation,  the 
bowels  being  extremely  apt  to  become  confined."  (P.  102.) 

Chapter  lA.  Of  the  diagnosis  and  symptoms  of  some  local 
inflammatory  diseases* — From  the  observations  already  made^ 
it  must  be  evident  that,  without  considerable  caution,  blood- 
letting and  other  debilitating  modes  of  treatment  will  be  had 
recourse  to  in  many  of  the  general  derangements  of  females^ 
when  such  a  plan  is  not  only  unnecessary^,  but  decidedly 
prejudicial.  Tne  following  observations  merit  very  particular 
attention. 

."  Whenever  there  are  the  appearances  of  complexion,  tongue^ 
and  general  surface,  which  have  been  described  as  obtaining  in  the 
different  forms  of  disorder  of  the  general  health,  the  presumption 
will  be  that  any  local  affection  is  only  a  symptomatic  complicatioa 
of  that  disorder.  This  presumption  is  strengthened  if  there  be  an; 
entire  absence  of  any  external  cause  of  the  local  affection.  But  it 
is  to  be  carefully  observed  that  it  is  still  only  a  presumption,  and 
that  there  may  be  a  concurrence  of  idiopathic  local  disease  with 
disorder  of  the  general  health ;  or  that  that  which  was  symptoma- 
tic at  one  period  may  become  actual  disease  in  its  course,  espe. 
cially  in  the  more  acute  form  of  disorder  of  the  general  health 
described  in  the  second  chapter  of  this  work ;  for  this  very  rarely, 
perhaps  never,  occurs  in  the  other  forms  of  this  disorder. 

'*  If  there  be  many  of  the  general  symptoms  of  disorder  of  the 
general  health  which  affect  the  head,  the  heart,  the  breathing,  the 
nervous  and  the  muscular  systems,  &c.  there  is  a  still  further^ 
and  I  think  a  still  stronger,  presumption  that  any  predominant 
topical  affection  is  symptomatic ;  for  I  have  repeatedly  observed 
that  idiopathic  disease  frequently  subdues  these  symptoms,  even 
when  they  had  previously  exi3ted,  and  gives  a  definitiveness  to  the 
affection  which  it  had  not  before,  and  which  returns  only  when  the 
idiopathic  disease  is  subdued."  (P.  113.) 
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For  some  years  our  attention  has  been  very  particularly 
devoted  to  hysterical  affections,  in  all  their  vanable  forms, 
and  we  perfectly  agree  with  Dr.  Hall  that,  although  hysteria 
cannot  be  considered  incompatible  with  idiopathic  inflami^a- 
tory  disease,  attacks  or  symptoms  of  the  former  very  rarely 
occur  with  the  active  inflammation  of  a  vital  oigan.  But  we 
hesitate  to  agree  in  the  opinion,  **  that  in  the  greater  number 
of  the  cases  of  the  occurrence  of  hysteria  after  blood-letting, 
that  the  original  comphdnt  was  not  inflammation,  but  disorder 
of  the  general  health  with  some  local  complication/'  Females 
of  a  weak  and  excitable  constitution  may  labour  under  acute 
visceral  inflammation,  for  which  blood-letting  becomes  abso- 
lutely necessary,  although  not  to  such  an  extent  as  in  those 
of  a  more  plethoric  and  vigorous  frame ;  and  in  such  cases 
the  debility  induced  by  the  use  of  the  lancet,  however  impe- 
ratively it  mieht  have  been  demanded',  is  very  apt  to  brii^  on. 
hystena.     We  state  this  opinion  from  observation. 

We  must  refer  to  the  work  itself  for  several  dii^ostic 
marks  which  tend  to  distinguish  the  local  affections  above 
leferced  to  from  true  inflammatory  attacks.  We  cannot,  how- 
ever, dismiss  this  part  of  the  subject  without  observing  that, 
in  the  remarks  which  Dr.  Hall  offers  upon  it,  we  discover 
dear  proofs  of  an  observant  and  intelligent  mind. 

Part  II.  Of  some  of  the  diseases  incidevU  to  the  puerperal 
state. — This  class  of  diseases  may  be  considered  as  embracing 
all  those  morbid  affections  which  arise  out  of  the  state-  of 
{Nregnancy,  of  child-bearing,  or  of  lactation.  The  object  of 
Uie  present  section  is  to  treat  only  of  certain  morbid  affec- 
tions which  occur  in  the  puerperal  state,  and  which  appear  to 
the  author  hot  to  have  received  the  degree  of  consideration 
which  is  due  to  them.  Many  interesting  and  practical  ob- 
servations are  made  upOn  ^*  puerperal  inflammation  within 
the  abdomen,''  upon  "  stomachal  and  intestinal  irritation,"' 
and  upon  the  effects  of  "  loss  of  blood."  We  have  already 
referred  to  the  latter  subjects  in  our  review  of  the  author^s 
•*  Medical  Essays,"  in  our  December  Number.  They  are,  in 
the  present  volume,  treated  in  a  more  comprehensive  manner, 
and  merit  particular  attention. 

In  our  notice  of  Dr.  Hall's  former  publication,  we  deferred 
giving  an  abstract  of  his  opinions  upon  **  the  morbid  effects 
of  undue  suckling,"  as  we  were  then  promised  a  more  ma- 
tured consideration  of  the  subject,  which  in  the  present 
volume  is  treated  of  in  the  third  Chapter  of  the  third  Part. 
''  The  first  effect  of  undue  suckling  is  general  debility  of  the 
whole  system.  There  is  soon  a  defective  state  of  sanguifi>- 
cation  and  nutrition,  and  of  the  nervous  powers,  indudng 
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paleness,  thinness,  and  nervousness.  The  stomach  soon  be- 
comes enfeebled,  and  unable  to  bear  the  necessary  food ;  the 
bowels  become  constipated,  flatulent,  and  apt  to  be  affected 
with  diarrhoea*  .  As  further  consequences,  the  head,  the 
heart,  and  the  lungs  sufier,  and  there  are  various  morbid 
affections  of  these  organs/'  The  general  symptoms  of  debi- 
lity increasing,  **  the  patient  is  apt  to  try  to  support  her 
strength  by  a  generous  diet  and  wine.  But  the  effort  is  vain : 
the  stomach  is  enfeebled,  and  conseouently  unable  to  bear  the 
increased  burthen  imposed  upon  it. 

The  t^m  ''  undue  lactation"  is  indefinite.  The  constitu- 
tional powers  of  one  woman  will  enable  her  to  suckle  her 
infant  for  a  considerable  time,  not  only  without  inconveni- 
ence, but  with  real  advantage;  whilst,  in  a  less  vigorous 
frame,  general  debility  may  be  very  speedily  induced,  or 
perhaps  even  the  attempt  to  suckle  at  all  may  be  injudicious 
and  imprudent.  We  must  observe,  however,  that  such  is*  the 
benevolent  provision  of  nature,  that  few  women  are  incapable 
of  suckling  their  offspring,  although,  particularly  in  fashion- 
able life,  many  are  disinclined  to  fulfil  this  important  moral 
obligation.  Undue  lactation,  then,  is  not  necessarily  pro* 
tracted  lactation. 

Amongst  the  first  effects  (according  to  Dr.  Hall)  of  undue 
lactation,  ''is  a  disordered  state  of  the  alimentary  canal.'' 
His  treatment  is  modified  accordingly. 

'  *^  The  effects  of  this  state  of  the  bowels  are  frequently  experi- 
enced in  the  affection  of  the  head,  combining  pain,  vertigo,  or  a 
sense  of  weight,  with  intolerance  of  light,  perhaps,  but  more  fre- 
quently oC  sound.  This  affection  of  the  head  is  most  effectually 
relieved, — not  by  blood-letting,  not  by  active  purgatives,  not  by 
abstinence, — but  by  carefully  correcting  the  disorder,  and  regulat- 
ing the  evacuations,  of  the  stomach  and  bowels;  whilst  we  enjoin 
a  mild  diet  administered  frequently,  great  quiet,  and  the  strictest 
exemption  from  fatigue,  hurry,  or  disturbance. 

"  From  all  this  it  would  appear  that  this  affection  does  not 
consist  in  mere  fulness  of  the  blood-vessels  of  the  brain :  it  is, 
however,  more  than  probable  that  the  due  balance  of  the  circulas' 
tion  is  not  preserved  in  the  arterial  and  venous  systems;  and  it 
has  already  been  observed  in  this  work,  that  a  state  of  general 
exhaustion  is  not  incompatible  with  congestion  of  the  brain. 
Leeches  and  cupping,  cold  lotions  to  the  head,  and  blisters  to  the 
nape  of  the  neck,  are  therefore  often  of  the  greatest  service;  only 
they  must  be  employed  with  a  due  regard  to  the  exhausted  state  of 
the  system  at  large. 

''  When  the  head  is  affected  more  by  the  state  of  exhaustion 
than  by  the  disordered  condition  of  the  alimentary  canal,  the 
symptoms  are  vertigo,  a  sense  of  pressure,  and  occasipnal  fainti^h- 
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ness,  rather  than  throbbing  and  intolerance  of  light;  and,  in  the 
more  protracted  cases,  the  chest  is  frequently  more  affected  than 
the  head.  It  is  important  to  repeat,  that,  even  in  this  case,  the 
state  of  the  circulation  within  the  head  is  so  far  deranged,  that 
paralysis  has  occurred  during  the  state  of  exhaustion,  as  apoplexy 
has  occurred  in  the  exhaustion  from  loss  of  blood;  and  it  has 
already  been  observed  that  undue  lactation  sometimes  leadis  to 
mania. 

'^  That  the  affection  of  the  head  ascribed  to  the  influence  of  a 
loaded  state  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  with  exhaustion,  does  in- 
deed depend  upon  that  cause,  is  proved,  I  think,  by  the  mode  of 
treatment  usually  found  to  be  most  efficacious,  but  especially  by 
the  fact  that  such  a  state  of  affection  of  the  head  is  sometimes 
immediately  produced  on  the  patient's  taking  indigestible  food. 
In  one  case  the  attack  was  almost  instantly  produced  by  eating 
pork ;  and  many  such  facts  must  be  known  to  every  experienced 
physician."  (P.  337.) 

The  fourth  Chapter  contains  a  few  brief  observations  upon 
the  '*  effects  of  Menorrhagia  and  Leucorrhoea,"  which  are 
very  similar  to  those  arising  from  undue  lactation. 

The  volume  concludes  with  some  remarks  upon  the  decline 
of  the  vital  powers  in  old  age. 

Although  the  present  work  is  occupied  in  a  great  measure 
by  the  consideration  of  subjects  upon  which  Dr.  Hall  has 
previously  offered  his  opinions  to  the  profession,  it  is  well 
worth  an  attentive  perusal.  His  views  of  the  nature  and 
treatment  of  the  different  diseases  upon  which  he  treats  are 
expounded  at  greater  length,  and  are  occasionally  illustrated 
by  appropriate  cases. 


A  Series  of  Engravings  intended  to  illustrate  the  Structure  of  the 
Brain  and  Spinal  Chord  in  Man.  By  Herbert  Mayo,  Sur- 
geon, and  Lecturer  on  Anatomy,— Burgess  and  Hill,  London, 
1827. 

The  School  of  Great  Windmill-street  has  been  rendered  re- 
markable both  by  the  great  reputation  of  its  founder,and  by  the 
succession  of  eminent  men  who  have  delivered  anatomic  lec- 
tures in  its  theatre.  The  names  of  William  and  John  Hun- 
ter, Crxjickshank,  Baillie,  and  Wilson,  are  associated 
with  the  most  important  improvements  which  have  of  late 
years  been  made  in  anatomy,  physiology,  medicine,  and  sur- 
gery. Of  those  who  now  fill  their  places,  it  would  not  become 
us  to  speak  in  terms  of  such  direct  commendation ;  but  their 
writings  are  before  the  profession,  and  render  this  unneces- 
sary.    The  work  to  which  we  have  at  present  to  call  the 
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attention  of  our  readers  ia  one  of  a  kind  never  attem|^ed  but 
by  those  who  have  the  improvement  of  science  zealously  at 
heart:  the  €xpence  attending  their  publication  is  great, 
and  the  price  seldom  such  as  to  afford  any  adequate  return. 

There  are  three  different  methods  of  studying  the  brain. 
First,  we  may  examine  it  externally ;  secondly,  we  may  divide 
it  by  transverse  slices ;  thirdly,  we  may  endeavour  to  trace 
the  internal  structure  of  the  piarts,  by  as  it  were  unravelling 
them. 

The  first  of  these  methods  is  extremely  well  illustrated  in 
Go K don's  System  of  Anatomy ;  and  it  is  astonishing  how 
extensive  a  knowledge  of  the  brain  may  be  obtained  by 
merely  scrutimsing  it  externally,  and  separating  the  parts 
where  there  are  fissures,  so  as  to  look  in  upon  the  various 
cavities  or  ventricles  as  far  as  can  be  done  without  laceration. 

The  second  method,  or  that  of  slicing,  is  the  one  most  fre- 
quently employed,  and  most  applicable  for  pathological  pur- 
poses, as  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  any  considerabT^  portion 
of  diseased  structure  should  pass  unnoticed.  This  mode  of 
examining  the  brain  is  of  more  value  to  the  student  after  than 
before  he  nas  practised  the  others ;  it  enables  a  person  skilled 
in  dissection,  to  display  the  condition  of  the  different  parts 
with  the  least  possible  disturbance  or  alteration  of  their  ap- 
pearance. 

The  third  method,  or  that  of  tracing  the  distribution  of 
the  structures,  is  impracticable  in  the  recent  brain.  Vieus- 
SENs  and  Malpighi  adopted  the  plan  of  boiling  the 
brain  in  oil,  and  appear  to  have  pursued  their  investi- 
gations to  a  considerable  extent;  but  Reil  was  the  first 
who  duly  appreciated  the  adv&ntages  of  this  method  of  exa- 
mination. The  others  ascertained  that  the  brain  contained 
fibres,  and  even  knew  something  of  their  distribution  ;*  but 
Reil,  having  hardened  the  brain  in  alcohol,  made  this  a  par- 
ticular study,  and  pubUshed  a  succession  of  papers,  the  first 
of  which  appeared  in  Gren's  Journal  in  1795.  *'  He  details 
the  whole  fibrous  structure  of  the  cerebellum ;  traces  with 
great  minuteness  the  bands  of  fibres,  from  the  corpora  pyra- 
midalia  through  the  annular  protuberance  to  the  peduncles  of 
the  brain  proper,  and  thence  through  the  corpora  striata  to 
the  convolutions  ^  follows  carefully  and  precisely  the  fibres  of 
the  corpui5  callosum,  and  of  the  anterior  commissure,  to  their 
destination  in  the  hemispheres;  describes  the  structure  of 

*  S«e  Malpigbi's  Exercitatio  EpiUolica  de  Cerebre,  1664. 
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the  convolutions  with  considerable  accuracy,  and  alludes 
briefly  to  other  parts.  In  conclusion,  he  observes  that>  if 
one  were  to  fix  upon  a  point  in  the  nervous  system,  such  as 
the  medulla  oblongata,  this  system  might  be  regarded  as 
radiating^from  this  point,  to  the  elxti^smities  of  the  nertes  on 
the  one  hand,  and  to  the  extremities  of  the  fibres  in  the 
cerebrum  and  cerebellum  oii  the  other;  or,  reversing  the 
matter,  all  these  nerves  and  fibres  might  be  con»dered  as 
converging  from  their  extremities  towards  the  medulla  ob- 
tongata*" 

This  information^  however,  as  stated  above,  is  (Mattered 
through  -sepai'ate  essays,  without  being  constructed  into  a 
general  view  of  the  whole.  The  subject  was  afterwards  taken 
up  by  Drs.  Gall  and  Spurzheim,  who  adopted  the  views 
of  Reii,  and  to  the  persevering  manner  in  which  they  hate 
dwelt  ispon  them,  and  to  the  peculiarity  of  their  phrenological 
doctrines,  (though  not  necessarily  connected  with  the  anato- 
mical details,)  it  is  that  this  last  method  of  studying  the 
structure  of  the  brain  has  become  so  much  in  vogue  o?  late 
years*  At  U]ie  same  time  we  repeat  what  we  have  on  more 
than  one  occasion  stated  before,  that  whoever  takes  the 
trouble  to  consult  the  writings  of  Vieussens,  Malpighi,WiUiB, 
Reil,  and  Mayer,  will  find  few  instances  in  which  he  can 
attribute  originality  to  what  is  correct  in  the  anatomical  part 
of  the  works  of  Drs.  Gall  and  Spurzheim. 

To  give  a  comprehensive  view  df  the  discoveries  of  the 
anatomists  above  mentioned,  with  the  addition  of  some  ori- 

S'nal  observations  of  his  own,  appears  to  have  beeh  Mr. 
AYo's  object  in  the  present  volume.  It  consists  of  draw- 
ings from  actual  dissections,  with  copious  references,  in  the 
manner  adopted  by  Soemmering,  in  his  fasciculi  oh  the 
Organs  of  the  Senses. 

The  first  plate  represents  the  Spinal  Chord,  (of  which,  by 
the  bye,  we  believe,  no  account  is  given  by  Reil.)  As  a  mere 
description  of  plates  would  at  best  be  uninteresting,  and  per- 
haps not  easily  rendered  intelligible,  we  shall  therefore  only 
touch  upon  those  parts  wUich  are  either  new  or  refer  to  dis- 
puted points. 

We  were  surprised  to  find  it  asserted  by  Magendie  and 
Pesmoijlins,  in  their  recent  work  on  the  Nervous  System, 
that  the  bundles  of  fibres  of  the  anterior  pyramid  do  not  cross, 
but  merely  m^et  ^nd  opntinue  their  course  in  juxta-position. 
Their  words  are — "Mais  de  mfeme  que  les  fibres  d'une  de 
ces  pyramides  superieures  ne  se  croisent  pas  avec  celles  de 
I'autre,  qu'elles  ne  font  que  se  juxta-poser  par  intersection 
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comme  les  <lignes  qui  determinent  les  cot6s  d'un  angle  de 
inSme  non  plus  les  fibres  des  pyramides  inferieures  ne  se 
croisent  pas,'^*  As  the  above  quotation  is  in  reference  to 
some  of  the^ lower  animals^  the  word  inferieur  corresponds  to 
anterior,  as  applied  to  the  human  subject.  Now,  Mr,  Mayo 
adheres  to  the  former  supposition,  that  there  is  an  actual 
decussation;  and  shews  that  in  addition  the  anterior  pyra- 
mids are  partly  derived  from  the  white  matter  of  the  same 
side.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  anterior  pyramid  on  emerging 
from  the  pons  Varolii  is  vastly  larger  than  on  entering  it. 
Gall  and  Spurzheim  conjectured  that,  in  its  transit,  it  re- 
ceived an  addition  by  the  union  of  fresh  fibres.  In  the  fifth 
fieure  of  Plate  I.  we  find  this  demonstrated  by  Mr.  Mayo, 
wno,  by  dissection,  has  shown  the  bundles  wnich  arise  in 
the  pons,  and  go  to  unite  themselves  to  the  eras  cerebri, — 
i.  e.  to  the  anterior  pyramid  after  it  has  passed  the  pons 
Varolii. 

Another  remarkable  circumstance  presents  itself -to  our 
notice  in  the  second  Plate :  it  is  the  existence  of  a  ventricle 
in  the  Pes  Hippocampi.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the 
distribution  of  .white  and  grey  matter  at  this  point  gives 
somewhat  the  appearance  of  a  roll  pudding,  the  part  being 
coiled  up ;  and,  when  a  section  is  made  of  it,  the  white  and 
grey  matters  are  seen  to  alternate.  Now,  at  one  spot,  for 
no  inconsiderable  extent,  these  layers,  although  adjoining,  do 
not  adhere,  as  may  be  shown  by  slightly  pressing  them  :  in 
other  words,  a  ventricle  exists  in  this  situation.  Probably  this 
may  be  connected  with  the  function  of  the  parts,  as  we  find 
elsewhere  that  the  presence  of  a  ventricle  is  associated  with 
increase  of  energy. 

The  general  object  of  the  second  Plate  is  to  represent 
alternations  of  colour  in  the  medulla  oblongata  and  pons 
Varolii :  these  delineations  are  taken  from  recent  dissections, 
and  we  may  observe,  connected  with  them,  what  appears  to 
have  been  a  very  singular  mistake  on  the  part  of  Dr. 
Gordon,  of  Edinburgh.  This  generally  accurate  anatomist 
asserts  that,  when  a  section  is  made  of  the  annular  protu- 
berance and  medulla  oblongata,  the  colour  of  the  alternate 
layers  varies  according  to  tne  direction  in  which  they  are 
divided,  and  even  gives  a  plate  in  which  the  parts,  being 
cut  both  vertically  and  horizontally,  the  matter  which  in  the 
horizontal  section  is  white,  in  the  vertical  section  is  grey, 

*  Amtomie  des  System  Nerveanx  des  Animanx  a  Vertebres;  par  M» 
MagbiiDie  et  Desmoulins. 
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and  vice  versd.  Mr.  Mayo,  on  the  contrary,  looks  upon  the 
appearance  as  an  optical  deception  ;  the  white  matter  being' 
always  white,  and  the  grey  nllttter  grey. 

Plates  III.  to  VI.  represent  the  manner  in  which  the  white 
medullary  matter  is  distributed  through  the  brain,  illustrating 
the  general  position  that  it  is  the  medium  of  communication 
between  the  different  parts  of  the  grey  matter,  which  last 
would  appear  to  be  the  organ  on  which  function  is  more  im- 
mediately dependent.  Perhaps  we  might  compare  the  white 
matter  to  the  nerves, — ^not  essentially  possessing  functional 
power,  but  transmitting  it  so  long  as  they  remain  continuous. 
These  plates,  which  are  beautifully  executed,  show  very  dis- 
tinctly the  different  contrivances  which,  so  to  speak,  are 
adopted  to  secure  perfect  intercourse  between  the  various 
parts  of  the  euQephalon.  Thus  we  have,  first,  white  bands 
running  from  one  convolution  to  that  which  is  next  it,  and 
this  throughout  so  as  to  form  a  continuous  chain  of  commu- 
nication ;  secondly,  we  have  bands  running  between  the  more 
distant  parts  of  the  same  side,  securing,  as  it  were,  a  less 
circuitous  connexion  ;  and  thirdly,  we  have  bands  running 
transversely,  by  which  the  two  hemispheres  are  enabled  to 
co-operate  :  while  in  addition  we  have  the  fibres  which  ex- 
tend from  the  cerebruni  to  thQ  cerebellum,  and  from  both  to 
the  medulla  oblongata. 

Plate  VII.  represents  the  origin  of  the  Nerves.  Here  also 
we  observe  a  difference  between  Mr.  Mayo  and  M.  Magendie: 
the  latter  represents  the  sixth  nerve  as  running  down  along 
the  anterior  pyramid  to  take  its  origin  from  the  front  of  the 
spinal  marrowy  the  former,  as  running  back  by  the  lower  edge 
of  the  pons  Varolii,  to  arise  from  the  back  part  of  the  medulla 
oblongata. 

It  is,  of  course,  obviously  impossible  to  convey  an  idea  of 
the  effect  of  plates  by  mere  verbal  description,  but,  as  we 
before  said,  they  are  admirably  executed,  and  afford  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  library  of  the  anatomist.  'We  un- 
derstand that  the  facts  which  they  represent  are  exhibited 
by  Mr.  Mayo  in  each  anatomic  course  given  at  the  School 
of  Great  Windmill-street. 
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fleperioire  general  d^Anatamie  et  de  Phymlogie,  Pathologiques,  et 
de  Clinique  Chirurgicak ;  ou,  Secu^il  de  Mhnoires  et  d^  Obser- 
vations $ur  la  ChirurgiCj  et  mr  V Anatomic  et  la  Phywlogie^ 
considereee  dans  les  tissus  sains  et  les  tissus  malades.  Tome  U* 
No.  IV.— Paris,  1827. 

The  present  Number  of  the  Repertoire  is  not,  perhaps,  so 
rich  in  practical  information  as  its  predecessors.  We  sbal^ 
give  the  substance  of  the  most  interesting  papers. 

The  two  first  papers  are  by  M.  Lallemand  and.  M» 
Bbeschet,  upon  the  subject  of  certair}  Sanguineom  Tumors 
of  an  equivocal  character,  which  appear  to  be  aneurisms  of 
the  arteries  of  the  bones.  This  disease  has  only  been  wit- 
nessed in  young  persons  and  in  adults.  It  arises  sp^utane* 
ously  in  most  cases;  sometimes,  however,  it  follows  blows, 
or  any  other  external  violence.  It  occasionally  succeeds  to 
gouty  or  rheumatic  affections  of  the  knee. 

Symptoms. — ^The  attack  is  sudden^  and  without  any  known 
cause  in  many  instances.  The  disease  is  usually  situated  at 
the  posterior  part  of  the  leg,  below  the  knee,  and  affects  the 
tibia  or  fibula,  and  perhaps  both  of  these  bon^s  simultane- 
ously. The  tuqior  is  painful ;  the  veins  of  the  whole  limb 
are  swoln  and  distended,  and  varicose.  Pain,  and  a 
purplish  blush,  occupy  the  limb  throughout  it^  whol§ 
extent.  A  pulsation  is  soon  perceptible,  which  at  J&rst  is 
deep-seated.  It  is  synchronoui^  with  that  of  the  arteries^ 
and  without  any  noise,  (btuissement.)  The  pulsation  ceasesi 
entirely  if  the  airtery  is  compressed  between  the  heart  and  the 
tumor.  The  patient  complains  of  constant  pain  in  the  part. 
Motion  of  the  limb,  or  of  the  knee  alone,  is  impeded,  and 
more  or  less  painful.  Pressure  of  the  tumor  with  the  finger 
produces  upon  some  parts  of  it  a  sound  resemUiog  the 
rumjpling  of  parchment,  or  &till  more  the  breaking  of  an  e^; 
whilst  in  other  points  of  the  swelling  considerable  pre^ure 
gives  rise  to  no  such  sound. 

'  Structure  of  the  ^timor  .-^Dissection  of  the  parts  affected, 
after  the  amputation  of  the  limb,  has-  invariably  shown  the 
principal  vessels,  throughout  their  whole  extent,  of  pei[fect 
integrity.  They  may  be  injected  or  dissected  without  present* 
ing  any  solution  of  continuity.  But  this  is  not  the  case  with 
the  small  vessels  which  penetrate  the  spongy  substance  of 
the  bones.  The  bony  tissue  has  always  been  found  affected  ; 
and,  according  to  the  progress  of  the  disease,  it  is  found  that 
the  alteration  of  the  bone  has  proceeded  from  the  internal  to 
the  external  parts.     The  cellular  tissue  of  the  bones  is  either 


Lalleiuand  and  Breschet  on  Sanguineous  Tumors.     09 

Va  great  part  or  wholly  deistroyed ;  the  cavity  of  the  bone  is 
enlarged^  filled  with  coagulated  bloody  digposed  in  concentrie 
layers,  as  in  old  aneurismal  tumors;  and  tnese dots  form  one 
or  several  foci,  each  communicating  with  an  artericd  braneh. 
The  external  table  of  the  bone  still  remains,  but  thinner  than 
natural,  and  destroyed  in  several  of  its  parts,  and  offering  but 
a  feeble  resistance  in  coi&parison  with  a  cartilaginous  sur** 
face,  which  yields  to  the  finger,  but  quickly  recovers  itself;* 
Sometimes  the  bone  may  be  crushed  easily,  like  an  eggnihell'. 
The  periosteum,  and  the  aponeurotic  ex:pansion,  ai^  generally 
thicker  and  firmer  than  in  the  healthy  state,  and  sometimes 
they  pass  into  a  fibro-cartilaginous  state.  The  articulation 
near  the  seat  of  the  disease  has  always  been  found  healthy, 
even  when  it  was  only  separated  from  the  seat  of  the  malady 
by  an  expansion  of  cartilage.  Injection  has  proved  that  the 
vessels  of  the  limb  are  hesJthy,  but  that  the  arteries  supply- 
ing the  substance  of  the  bone  are  increased  in  volume,  and 
that  they  passed  iVom  the  centre  of  the  bone  into  the  aneu* 
rismal  sac  by  several  orifices.  > 

Dreaimeni; — ^Amputation  has  enabled  us  to  study  and  to 
detect  the  nature  of  the  disease  by  dissection  of  the  parta 
affected  ;  and  the  ligature  of  the  principal  trunk,  l^  catting 
short  the  malady,  has  left  no  doubt  upon  the  subject;  and 
proves  demonstratively  the  aneurismal  character  of  this 
species  of  tumor.  If,  indeed,  the  affection  depended  upon 
the  bones, — if-  it  was  an  osteo-sarcmna,  a  fungusr  of  the 
periosteum,  or  a  varicose  tumor^  the  ligature  of  tht  principal 
arterial  trunk  could  have  but  little  influ^Ace,  either  upon  its 
progress  or  termination. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  clinical  instruction  at  the  Hotel 
Dieu  for  this  information ;  and  M.  Dupvytrbn  ittay  claim 
the  merit  of  having  detected  the  nature  of  the  disease,  and 
also  of  having  first  suggested  tho  best  mode  of  treatment. 
In  M.  Breschet's  opinion,  this  affection  may  be  oompane^l 
to  erectile  tumors  of  the  soft  parts.  *^  John  Bb]>l,  and  sub- 
sequently to  him  all  his*countrymen,  have  assigned  to  it  the 
name  of  aneurism  by  anastomosis.  This  term  i&  impro* 
per,  and  does  not  accord  with  the  anatomical  nature  of  the 
disease.  The  pulsation:  observed  in  all  these  tumors,  which 
is  sufficiently  powerful  to  have  led  to  the  comparison  between 
them  and  aneurisms  properly  so  called,  results  from  the 
synchronous  movements  of  dilatation  and  contraction  of  all 
the  smair  arteries  which  pass  from  the  bony  substance  to  the 
part  affected.  From  these  partial  but  simultaneous,  move- 
ments results  a  continued  motion.    This  also  has  been  fre- 
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quenily  observed  ia  erectile  tumors  of  the  lips«  and  of  the 
globe  of  the  eye,  8cc." 

Is  this  disease,  in  which  we  find  the  arteries  of  the  bones 
and  the  bony  tissue  itself  aJBTected  primarily,  seated  in  the 
small  arteries  of  the  bones,  or  in  the  osseous  substance  itself? 
If,  on  the  one  hand,  it  is  considered  that  the  disease  is  ar- 
rested by  the  application  of  a  ligature  to  the  principal  arterial 
trunk,  it  may  be  presumed  that  the  original  and  chief  affec- 
tion is  in  the  vascular  system.  But  is  there  not  reason  to 
conclude,  from  the  healtny  state  of  the  vascular  branches, 
which  give  origin  to  those  which  penetrate  the  bones,  and  in 
the  return  of  the  disease  after  the  ligature,  as  well  as  from 
the.  deep-seated  alteration  of  the  osseous  substance,  that  there 
is  an. original  disease  of  the  bones?  Upon  this  part  of  the 
subject,  then,  some  doubbstill  remains,  which  future  investi- 
gations may  resolve. 

M.  Breschet  afterwards  proceeds  to  point  out  the  distinc- 
tive characters  between  the  disease  just  described  and  affec- 
tions of  the  bones  themselves. 

Several  cases  also  are  related  of'aneurism  of  the  arteries  of 
the  cellular  tissue  of  the  bones. 

In  the  fourth  section  of  the  paper  the  following  question  is 
discussed :  Is  the  application  of  the  ligature  to  the  principal 
vessel  the  best  mode  of  affecting  a  cure  ;  and  is  it  to  be  had 
recourse  to  in  every  case? 

In  favour  of  the  application  of  the  ligature,  M.  Breschet 
not  only  has  the  analogy  of  other  aneurismal  affections,  but 
also  the  success  obtained  from  it  in  the  cases  he  has  related. 
Neither  topical  applications  nor  compression  can  be  service-^ 
able  in  such  cases,  whatever  may  be  their  utility  in  other 
aneurismal  swellings.  The  ligature,  then,  is  the  proper  remedy. 
If,  however,  there  is  a  deep-seated  and  considerable  affection 
of  the  substance  of  the  bones,  amputation  becomes  the  only 
resource. 

From  the  facts  and  arguments  adduced,  M.  Breschet  con- 
cludes .that — 

1st..  The  arteries  of  the  bones  may  be  affected  with  aneu-  ^ 
rism,  like  the  vessels  of  the  soft  parts. 

2d.  Aneurisms  of  the  osseous  tissue  present  several  symp- 
toms resembling  aneurisms,  properly  so  called. 

3d.  This  disease,  which  has  not  hitherto  been  described, 
differs  from  all  other  affections  of  the  bones,  and  from  fungous 
tumors  of  the  periosteum,  as  well  as  from  accidental  sangui- 
neous fungous  tumors. 

A  case  of  Wound  of  the  Heart  is  related  by  M.  Ferrus, 
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in  which  the  instrument  which  inflicted  the  injury  remiained 
in  the  heart.  The  patient  survived  about  three  wefeks. 
Several  similar  cases  have  been  related  by  various  authorities. 

A  successful  case  of  the  Application  of  the  Ligature  to  the 
external  Iliac  Artery,  in  a  Case  of  Aneurism,  is  also  re- 
corded, it  was  read  by  M.  Dupu^'tren,  who  performed 
the  operation,  at  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  in  July  1819. 


The  Hunterian  Oration,  delivered  before  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  in  London,  on  Wednesday,  February  14,  1827.  By 
H.  Leioh  Thomas,  f.r.s.  Member  of  the  Imperial  Academy 
of  St.  Petersburg,  &c.— 4to.  pp.  28.     London,  1827. 

To  say  that  the  name  of  Hunter  is  to  be  most  highly  ho- 
noured,  is  but  to  echo  the  universal  sentiment  of  all  who 
know  how  much  science  in  general,  and  our  profession  in 
particular,  owe  to  his  labours:  yet  we  question  the  wisdom 
of  oflFering  an  annual  tribute  of  praise  to  his  memory.  Eu- 
logy which  is  methodically  set  about  as  a  matter  of  business, 
comes  not  warm  from  the  heart,  and  is  listened  to  with 
indifference, — or,  at  least,  without  that  sympathy  of  feeling 
which  pervades  alike  the  speaker  and  his  hearers,  when  spon- 
taneously, and  perhaps  without  {)remeditation,  he  paints  the 
character  of  a  friend  in  the  glowing  colours  of  reverence  and 
aifection. 

We  do  not  make  these  remarks  as  applicable  to  the  Oration 
before  us  in  particular,  but  to  all  such  in  general.  Associated 
with  Hunter,  Mr.  Thomas  naturally  refers  to  Cruick* 
SHANK  ;  and,  as  his  connexion  with  him  was  of  a  kind  to 
afford  the  best  opportunities  of  becoming  acquainted  with  his 
character,  we  shall  extract  the  account  whi6h  he  gives  of  this 
distinguished  anatomist,  conceiving  that  the  dispositions, 
manners,  and  habits  of  men  who  have  been  eminent  in  the  pto- 
fession  must  prove  interesting  and  instructive  to  our  readers. 

'*  To  the  few  friends  who  now  survive  him,  I  do  not  fear  to  ap- 
peal for  the  truth  of  my  assertion:  that  he  was  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  stamp;  one  whose  talents,  and  numerous  excel- 
lences, inspired  a  strong  and  devoted  attachment ;  whose  virtues 
were  warm  from  the  heart;  whose  errors  were  from  the  head 
alone,  and  so  mingled  with  and  allied  to  estimable  qualities,  as 
only  to  excite  a  more  lively  interest  in  his  welfare. 

"  Of  his  talents,  the  works  which  he  has  left  behind  him  are  the 
best  testimony :  of  his  book  on  the  Absorbents  there  can  be  but 
one  opinion,  that  it  classes  with  the  most  valuable  medical  publi- 
cations of  modern  tiroes;  but  it  was  those  alone  who  enjoyed  the 
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advantages  of  his  friendship  and  the  pleasure  of  his  private  society, 
who  could  fully  appreciate  his  worth,  or  judge  from  what  he  was 
what  he  might  have  been. 

'^  No  one  could  have  been  more  perfectly  disinterested ,  or  less 
mercenary  and  selfish;  nor  have  entertained  a  loftier  disdain  for 
every  species  of  artifice  and  deception. 

**  His  door  was  never  closed  against  sickness  or  sorrow :  nay, 
almost  fortunate  might  those  poor  persons  consider  themselves  who, 
labouring  under  any  new  or  extraordinary  diseases,  applied  for  his 
assistance :  in  such  cases  his  devotion  to  his  profession,  his  keen 
and  inquisitive  pursuit  of  knowledge}  and  his  natural  kindness 
of  heart,  made  his  time,  his  talents,  and  his  purse  equally  at  thek 
service. 

**  Diseases  will,  of  course,  occasionally  present  themselves,  in 
which  all  Uuman  aid  is  vain  ;  but  it  may  be  truly  asserted  of  him, 
that,  though,  his  skill  necessarily  failed  in  such  cases,  his  benevo- 
lence never  did. 

''  Thoogh  sometimes  irascible  from  hurry  of  professional  duties, 
his  manners  with  his  patients  were  usually  coneiliating.  and  kind : 
for  an  example,,  I  ifiay  quote  th^  authority  of  Dr..  Samuel 
Johnson,  who,,  in  his  last  illness,  grateful  for  his  kind  and  assi- 
duous attendance,  remarked  to  a  mutual  friend,  that  *  Cruikshank 
might  justly  be  called,  in  the  phrase  of  his  country,  a  sweet  blood- 
ed man.' 

"  He  was  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  most  of  the  literary  men  of 
his  time ;  by  whom  he  was  not  more  valued  for  his  great  medical 
skill,  than  for  his  taste  in  literature  and  the  arts,  and  acquiremenis 
in  general  knowledge. 

''  To  these  he  joined  a  tenacity  of  memory  as  valuable  as  it 
was  rare;  which,  with  his  correct  judgment,  gave  a  readiness  and 
aptitude  of  quotation^  that  threw  a  peculiar  charm  over  his  con- 
versation. 

<'  Howjpduch  ii  i^.to  be  regretted  that  great  talents  and  genius 
are  so  frequently  accompanied  by  such  a  morbid  susceptibility  of 
nerve,  as  casts,  a  gloom  over  the  days  they  were  destined  to 
brighten;  that  the  close  and  intense  application,  the  sedentary 
habits,  by  which  superiority  in  most  sciences  is  acquired,  should 
engender  a  disease  which  blights  the  fairest  prospects ;  tnaking 
those  retreat  who  are  best  qualified  to  advance;  and  those  to  dis- 
trust who  ought  to  have  most  confidence  in  themselves  1 

**  This  is  the  more  to  be  lamented,  as  this  physical  infirmity  is 
but  too  apt  to  foster  the  moral  one,— a  suspicious  temper:  a 
heavier  misfortune  cannot  afflict  human  nature;  pervading  alike 
public  and  private  life,  and  under  the  influence  of  which  the  best* 
mtentioned  actions  are  misconstrued--<afieQtions  alienated-^fciendi- 
ships  dissolved ! 

**  Labouring  under  this  nervous  malady,  which  had  assailed 
him  from  early  youth,  Mr.  Cruikshank*8  pre  eminent  talents,  and 
many  noble  qualities,  were    occasionally   obscured,   and   their 
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course  impeded*  To  the  same  cause  may  in  a  great  ineasure  be 
attributed  his  want '«f  success  as  an- operative  surgeon.  The  head 
had  every  requisite  for  the  most  difficult  operations,  but  the  tre« 
mulons  hand  failed  ^ofi^  tii  the  dkectttron  'o<f  themv  This,  of 
coarse^  prevented  his  elevation 'toHha(^  rank  in  the  profession  to 
which  his  education  and  abllttSies  so  futl^  enfiH^d  him* 

^  His  celebrated  preceptor,  Df.  Hunter,  having  nvaidbthe  de* 
psHTtmentof  midwifery  the  more  immediate  oh}e(5t*of  his  practice, 
it  was  naturally  to  be  expected  that  the  piipil  Would  follow  in  the 
same  path.  But  «till  his  superior  knowledge  of  anatomy'often  led 
to  his  being  consulted  in  cases  which  may  be  considered  as  more 
properly  belonging  to  the  province  of  the  physician/ 

^  Forty  years  back  this  was  accounted  a  professional  innovation 
not  to  be  tolerated,  and  of  course  excited  much  general  animosity 
i^galnst  him. 

**  Highly  independent  of  spirit,  and  very  tenacious  of  a  just 
appreciation  of  his  talents;— dignified  and  fearless  by  nature,  but 
timid  through  abstraction  of  mind,  and  shrinking  through  acute- 
ness  of  feelidg,  his  was  a  character  as  little  calculated  to  struggle 
against  those  hostile  feelings,  as  to  employ  those  conciliatory 
measares  by  which  they  might  have  been  appeased. 

"  With  talents  that  would  have  honoured  any  profession,  and 
acquirements  that  would  have  embellished  a  high  private  station, 
there  could  not  have  been  a  man  more  unfit  fok*  mingling  in  the  com« 
mon  intercourseof  active  life^  or  one  more  deficient  in  that  know- 
ledgfe  of  the  world  which  should  regulate^the  judgment,  and  which 
can  alone  preserve  us  from  inconsistency^'* 


Observations  on  the  impropriety  of  Men  bein^  employed  in  the 
Business  of  Midwifery, '^Hunt  and  Clarke,  London,  1827. 

We  have  looked  over  this  pamphlet  with  mingled  feelings  of 
pity  and  disgust, — pity  for  the  credulity  of  its  author,  dis- 
gust for  the  sentiments  it  contains.  Its  object  is  to  assert-^^ 
foT  there  are  no  proofs— that  the  *'  lusts"  of  accoucheurs  is 
*'  equally  powerful  and  inextinguishable,"  and,  as  a  neces- 
sary consequence,  that  they  are  constantly  employed  in 
debauching  their  patients;  so  that  ''the  minds  of  moie 
women  are  corrupted  thrpi^h  their  ,arts  than  by  those  of 
all  other  classes' of  men  combined." 

Such  of  our  readers  as  have  not  seen  this  precious  produc- 
tion will  scarcely  credit  what  monstrous  absurdities  it  con- 
tains; but  we  shallgive  one  or  two  specimens,  which  will 
render  comment  unnecessary.  The  whole  fabric*  rfests  upon 
three  propositions,  which  are  laid  down  ii^  great  form  9  they 
are  as  follow : 

'*  1st.  Lust  is  the  most  powerful  of  all  th^  apjpetites:  to  what- 
Ar#.  341 .— iVb.  1 5,  New  Serie$ .  L 
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ever  extent  it  may  be  gratified,  its  demands  ar^  soon  again  renewed, 
especially  if  attracted  by  variety  in  its  object;  and,  when  the  body 
has  lost  its  power  of  indulgence,  the  mind  frequently  retains  its 
desires,  sometimes  even  heightened  in  a  great  degree.  Therefore, 
men  advanced  in  years,  when  inclined  by  their  vicious  propensi. 
ties,  are  empowered  by  their  experience,  and  consequent  subtler- 
ties,  to  contaminate  the  minds  of  women  more  than  younger  and 
less  experienced  men.  Lust  being  thus  the  most  powerful  of  all 
the  appetites,  it  is  (and  it  is  necessary  for  natural  purposes  that  it 
should  be)  less  under  the  influence  of  the  reason  than,  any  other 
appetite  ;  for,  if  we  had  the  power  of  coolly  deliberating  upon  the 
effects  of  indulgence,  the  intentions  of  nature  would  be  often 
frustrated.  In  consequence  whereof,  this  appetite  is  most  subject 
to  abuse. 

^'  2d.  It  is  natural  to  man  to  abuse  power  and  opportunity. 

^'  dd.  From  the  peculiar  nature  of  their  profession,  accoucheurs 
have  the  greatest  incitement  to  lust,  and  possess  more  ready  means 
and  pretences  by  which  they  may  gratify  it,  to  a  great  extent,  than 
any  other  class  of  men.*'  (P.  8.) 

In  the  next  page  we  have  a  quotation  from  Scripture — that 
^'  it  is  easier  for  a  camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle 
than  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  the  kingdom  of  God ;"  and  then 
forsooth  the  author  likens  the  accoucheur  to  the  camel ! 

But  it  is  not  to  the  practice  of  midwifery  that  these  abuses 
are  confined:  we  find  that — 

*'  When  a  young  medical  man  has  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the 
rudiments  of  his  profession,  he  is  introduced  at  one  of  the  Loudon 
hospitals  to  complete  his  studies ;  and  he  cannot  finish  his  educa- 
tion more  advantageously,  as  there  can  be  no  scenes  so  subversive 
of  moral  principle  as  those  which  are  exhibited  in  the  periodical 
inspections  at  those  institutions.  In  the  course  of  one  morning^s 
round,  there  are  not  less  than  fifty  women,  chiefly  young  ones, 
.whose  persons  are  exposed  and  examined  in  the  grossest  manner 
by  one  of  the  principal  surgeons,  in  the  presence  of  the  pupils ; 
who,  in  their  turn,  daily  supply  the  place  of  the  principal,  by  ex- 
posingand  examining  themselves  the  persons  of  these  young  women 
m  a  similar  manner;  and  upon  whom  many  of  them,  of  course, 
frequently  practise  every  description  of  licentiousness  that  the 
place  and  circumstances  will  admit  of."  (P.  1 1.) 

We  will  not  insult  the  understandings  of  our  readers  by- 
refuting  such  palpable  misrepresentations  :  we  are  utterly 
at  a  loss  to  conjecture  where  such  scenes  are  to  be  met  with, 
and  indeed,  but  for  the  appearance  of  this  pamphlet,  we 
could  not  have  supposed  that  there  was  any  one  capable  of 
having  his  imagination  so  thoroughly  polluted. 

The  rest  of  the  pamphlet  consists  of  mere  gossip ;  for  the 
author  appears  to  have  listened  to  every  idle  story,  and,  from 
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the  collection  with  which  he  has  favoured  us,  it  is  evident  he 
has  been  practised  upon  by  persons  who  have  been  laughing 
at  him  all  the  while. 

We  believe  that  the  College  of  Surgeons  means  to  require 
attendance  on  Midwifery  Lectures  of  those  applying  for  a 
diploma ;  and  we  earnestly  recommend  to  the  Apothecaries 
to  reconsider  their  late  decision  against  a  similar  regula- 
tion :  they  may  be  assured  that  the  great  majority  of  the 
profession,  and  the  public,  are  of  opmion  that  they  who 
practise  any  branch  of  medicine  should  first  undergo  some 
ordeal,    to   show   that  they  are  qualified  to  do  so. 


COLLECTANEA. 


Floriferi^  nt  apes  ia  eaUibns  omnia  libant. 
Omnia  nos,  itidem,  depascimnr  wirea  dicuu 

PRACTICAL  MEDICIKE. 

Treatment  of  IntermitieiU  Fever. — lo  a  paper  by  Dr.  Mackintosh,  oo 
Bleeding  in  the  Cold  Stage  of  Intermittent  Fever,  (Edinburgh  Medical  and 
Surgical  jQurnal,  April,)  we  find  the  following  observations:— 

For  some  little  time  before  the  paroxysm  begins,  the  patient  complains  of 
lassitude  and  debility,  ^bnt  which  is  not  actual  weakness,  but  oppression-,) 
with  diminished  circulation  on  the  surface  of  the  body,  more  particularly  in 
the  extremities ;  they  are  benumbed  and  feel  cold;  the  fense  of  culd  becomes 
nniversal,  and  a  shivering  takes  place.  The  body  soon  becomes  affected  with 
universal  tremors.  There  is  great  prostration  of  strength,  confusion  of  mind, 
rometimes  delirium,  anxious  and  quick  breathing,  the  patient  being  unable  to 
take  in  a  deep  inspiration,  and  oppression  at  the  praecordia;  and  the  pulse, 
which  is  sometimes  quick,  at  others  slow,  is  often  irregular,  but  always  op- 
pressed. 

It  is  rare,  avowedly,  that  complete  coma,  apoplexy,  or  convulsions,  take 
place  i  bnt  that  these  do  occur,  the  records  of  medicine  fully  prove ;  and  I 
have  seen  more  than  one  person  die  in  the  cold  stage.  The  convulsive  tremors 
are  not  under  the  control  of  the  will,  and,  if  I  can  trust  my  own  sensations, 
they  affect  internal  as  well  as  external  muscles. 

'  I  attribute  all  these  symptoms  to  congestion  in  internal  organs.  I  imagine 
no  one  who  has  seen  this  disease  will  deny  that  there  is  sufficient  evidence  of 
the  balapce  of  the  circulation  being  upset,  and  that  an  irregular  determination 
of  blood  takes  place.  -It  appears  to  have  quitted  the  surface,  by  the  coldness 
and  shrinking  of  the  extremities.  It  is  forced  upon  internal  organs  to  a  sen- 
ons  extent,  impeding  their  functions. 

Thns  the  convulsive  tremors,  confusion  of  mind,  and  pain  in  the  head,  are 
produced  by  congestion  of  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow. 

The  difficulty  of  breathing  is  owing  principally  to  venous  engorgement  of 
the'  lungs,  and  the  overloaded  state  of  the  right  side  of  the  heart.  The  spleen, 
liver,  and  mesenteric  vessels,  also  suffer  from  congestion,  and  frequent  attacks 
lead  to  structural  derangements  of  these  viscera.  These  pathological  conclu- 
sions are  fully  established  by  comparing  the  symptoms  with  the  morbid  ap- 
pearances found  in  the  examination  of  the  bodies  of  those  who  have  expired 
in  the  cold  stages,  and  are  corroborated  in  a  remarkable  manner,  by  the  good 
effects  of  opening  a  vein,  when  all  the  symptoms  give  way  in  an  instant.  I 
have  seen  men  in  the  most  severe  sufferings;  relieved  after  the  abstraction  of 
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iix, eight,  aatd  ten omieefl ^biood.  I  have  kMwii  tlvee  onnoe* iiiffiee»«i4^ 
one  or  two  occaaioiu  only  I  bad  to  bleed  to  the  extent  of  two  pounds,-  Tbe 
relief  (which  is  the  most  perfect  relief  that  ran  well  be  conceived)  is  so  siid- 
den  when  a  good  orifice  can  be  made,  that  it  has  snrprised  aitd  delighted  evety 
•ne  who  has  seen  my  practice.  I  shaU  never  forget  the  pleasiiFe  which  waa 
expressed  by  my  excellent  friend  Dr.  Keiiie,  who  is  well  known  to  the  p.in>- 
fessional  world,  when  he  first  saw  the  practice  carried  into  execntion  in  my 
hospital  Before  proceeding  further,  I  may  shortly  mention  the  appeanneM 
which  I  have  seen  OQ  opening  the  bodlerof  a  few  awn  who  expifed  in  th^  cera 
atage. 

An  famnense-qnaniHy  of  bla^k  blood  was  fonnd  in  tlie  vesaela  of  the  heatf^ 
the  lungs,  the  heart  and  large  vessels  near  it,  the  fiver,  spleen,  and  mcsenterie 
vessels.  The  spleen  (according  to  Sir  John  Pringle,  and  some  of  the  older 
writeriy)  has  sometimes  been  fonnd  niptttred  from  over-distenttOB^  So  great 
a  qnantity  of  blood  have  I  seen  m  anch  cases  in  the  Inngs,  that  large  sectiona, 
of  them  sank  in  water.  These  portions,  when  washed  and  deprived  of  blood 
by  pressure,  resained  their  natnral  appearance  and  buoyancy.  The  liver, 
when  washed  anU  squeezed,  will  also  regain  its  natural  colour. 

This  pathological  condition  of  organs  has  been  denominated  *<  coagestlon.*^ 
It  almpiv  implies  that  the  balance  between  the  arterial  and  venous  systems  la 
lost  for  the  time,  the  latier  being  overloaded  or  congested,  and  not  that  the 
circulation  in  any  orgaii,  or  set  of  organs,  is  entirely  obstructed.  This  indeed 
does  happen  in  those  extreme  cases  in  which  reaction  does  not  take  place, 
and  the  individuals  die  in  the  cold  stage. 

From  the  time  of  Celsns,  an  idea  has  prevailed  that  death  would  be  the  in* 
cvitable  consequence  of  bleeding  in  the  cold  stage.  Tlie  late  Pr.  Gregory 
IMed  to  inake  this  assertion  in  his  lectures,  and,  to  give  it  more  weight,  he 
quoted  the  expression  of  Cebos,  ''hominem  jugolare."  Other  lecturers  on  the 
practice  of  physic  nfiake  similar  statements.  It  wonid  be  curions  and  inte* 
resting  to  know  whether  they  have  ever  seen  thb  melancholy  consequence  of 
bleeding  in  the  cold  stage ;  or  whether  they  have  been  led  to  suppose  it  would 
be  produced,  a!«8uraing,  as  Cnllen  did,  that  the  paroxysm  is  produced  by 
debility,  want  of  energy  of  the  brain^  and  spasm  of  the  months  of  the  extreme 
vessels. 

After  nnmerons  observations,  made  vrith  the  ntmost  anxiety  to  discover 
truth,  and  from  tbe  sensations  I  experienced  during  a  protracted  intermittettt 
in  a  marshy  country,  I  sobmitted  myself  to  the'  experiment,  in  the  fii^t  in- 
stance, dbregarding  altogether  the  force  of  antiiority  vpon  this  subject.  Bark 
and  all  the  usnal  remedies  had  failed,  and  my  health  was  materially  injured.  A 
v^in  was  opened  in  the  arm,  and,  before  twelve  ounces  were  abstracted,  the 
rigors  ceased,  and  all  its  unpleasant  accompaniments }  there  was  no  hot  stage, 
no  sweatjug  stage ;  a  pleasant  sente  of  heat  succeeded  the  painful  one  of  cold^ 
and,  instead  of  weakness,!  was  sen8il>le  of  anacqaisitionof  strength.  Aftefi- 
wards  I  bled  many  other  individuals,  and  always  with  the  sameresnlta.  Thia 
was  done  so  long  ago  as  the  year  16  lO ;  but  as  i  cannot  appeal,  at  this  distahce 
of  time,  to  living  witnesses,  I  shall  confine  the  statement  I  am  now  to  make 
to -the  cases  of  intermittents  which  have  occurred  to  me  within  these  few 
years,  and  which  have  been  seen  by  many  witnesses  who  were  well  qualified 
to  judge,  from  their  experiencis  and  standing  in  the  profession,  and  also  by 
many  of  my  pupils. 

Casb  I.~  James  Ward,  admitted  into  Royal  Ordnance  Hospital,  in  Novemr 
ber.isss. 

Has  suffered  several  attacks  of  intermittent  ananally,  since  the  year  1809, 
when  he  served  in  the  expedition  to  Walcheren.  Of  late  his  indispositions 
mere  long,  and  left  him  more  and  more,  debilitated.  Several  of  my  pupilf 
watched  this  man  closely  every  third  day,for  a  number  of  attacks,  with  a  vjevr 
to  bleed  him  in  the  cold  stage,  but  they  were  not  fortunate  enough  to  arrive  in 
time.  They  bled  him  twice,  however,  in  tlie  hot  fit,  from  the  severity  of  the 
symptoms,  and  with  conttiderable  temporary  relief,  but  without  preventing  or 
mitigating  the  violence  of  the  subsequent  paroxysms.    Some  time  afterwards, 
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in  tb<Bf  ptesen^  of  l>n.  Lw)ai  iiml  Roblntoii,'  tiro  of  mjf  pnpUi*  I  bled  him 
from  a  Toin  in  the  arm,  daring  the  cold  stage:  it  was  ?ery  Mvere;  the  rigors 
ivere  violetrt,  and*  the  8>eaie  of  eoldnesa  ionimorlabie.  He  complained  much 
of  Ills  head  and  loins;  hk  face  was  of  a  iifid  eokMur,  and  the  vesseb  of  the 
^onjOnctiVa  tnrgid  with  blood.  Pnlse  100  or  105^  and  oppressed;  breathinv 
short  and  anxions,  and,  to  ase  bis  own  eipretsien,  he  felt  **  a  heavy  load  aboat 
his  hemrt.''  When  the  vein  was  opened,  the  blood  trickled  slowly  trom  the 
wound,  Irat  It  soon  came  in  a  jet.  By  the  time  elghl  oonces  were  taken^  the 
ricors  cesesed,  nnd  lie  expressed  great  surprise  at  the  suddenness  of  the  relief : 
when  twelve  onnces  were  abstracted,  he  was  free  from  all  complaint,  and  bis 
•kin  had  a  comfortablo  taolst  feel.  *  He  enjoyed  a  good  nighl ;  he  had  ao  retnrii 
of  the  Intermittent^  and  his  r^Oovery  was  rapid* 

I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  this  man  daily  for  some  UMnths  afterwards^ 
and  his  constant  tali^  was*,  that  he  had  not  felt  so  well»  or  so  mach  of  a  mao^ 
sinc6  he  went  to  Walcheren.  The  only  remediea  he  took  after  the  hieediag 
were  laxatives  and  infusion  of  quassia. 

Case  II.— James  Atkinson,  aged  tliirty-tfaree,  had  had  repeated  attacks  of 
agucw    Was  seised  with  severe  rigors  when  on  the  top  of  the  Carlisle  mail» 
travelling  to  Edinbnrgh.    The  paroxysm  was  eridently  produced  by  exposure 
in  bad  vreather,  first  to  rain,  and  then  to  a  keen  frost,  with  wet  clothes. 
Whien  I  visited  him  in  hospital,  he  had  laboured  under  the  rigors  for  no  less  n 
period  tlian  twenty-six  hours:-  in  truths  it  was  the  most  severe  cold  stage  l 
had  ever  seen  in  any  country.    He  had  severe  pain,  in  the  head,  back,  a^d 
loins;  oppression  at  prsscordia.    Warm  drinks  and  stimulants^  and  hot  applip 
cations,  liad  been  employed  without  benefit.    The  agitation  of  his  body  wf^.  ,.^ 
so  great,  tl»t  it  shook  tlie  very  bedstead  on  which  be  layi  and  threatened  tq  ^ 
terminate  in  couvulsioos.    Tongue  loaded^  but  moist;  breathing  hurried  and  .. 
laborious;  pnlse  sixty-five,  oppressed;  skin  not  below  the  natural  standard   , 
over  the  trunk,  but  all  his  extremities  were  coldy  and  he  complained  of  a  sen- 
sation  of  extreme  cold.  Fortunately.  I  made  a  good  orifice,  which  is  not  always 
easiiy  done  firom  the  tremors,  and  the  blood  flowed  in  ^  better  stream  thsm  I 
had  eVer  seen  it  in  the  cold  stage:  twelve  ounces  were  abstracted  in  three 
minutes,  vvith  very  trifling  relief,  except  to  his  breathing;  but,  during  the  flow 
of  the  second  pound,  he  became  more  and  more  easy,  ancf  the  rigor  ceased 
eompletely.    This  pound  was  abstracted  in  two  minute^ :  the  arm  was  tied 
up  en  the  approach  of  syncope,  from  which,  however,  he  soon  recovered.   He 
hrjr  qnite  easy ;  his  body,  and  even  the  extremities,  became  of  a  proper  ten^« 
peratnre,  and  his  skin  lelt  moist;  l^ia pulse  rose  from  65  to  106;  he  passed  > 
good  night ;  had  several  stools  during  the  next  tweuty-four  hours :  was  found 
perfectly  easy  next  day.    On  the  foUowing  day  he  was  convalescent,  looked 
well,  and  asked  for  more  food,  and  had  no  return  of  the  disease. 

The  conclusions  drawn  by  Pr.  Mackintdsh,  from  these  and  other  cases,  are 
as  follow; — 

1.  I  need  scarcely  say,  that  bleeding  in  the  cold,  stage  will  not  necessarily 
produce  death. 

%  That  this  practice  will  sometimes  cure  the  disease;  at  others  it  will  prove 
beneficial  by  breaking  the  chain  of  diseased  action,  and.  rendering  the  subse- 
quent paroxysms  milder  and  milder. 

i3.  That  bleeding  in  the  cold  stage,  in  every  case  in  which  it  has  been  yet 
tried,  has  cut  short  the  cold-fits»  and  has  prevented  the  subsequent  stages  of 
the  paroxysm,  so  that  the  hot  and  sweating  stages,  are  saved.  It  seems  to 
operate  by  anticipating  the  natural  efiforts  of  the  ooostitution,  removing  the 
internal  congestion,  and  restoring' the  lost  balance  of  the  circulating  sjrstem* 

4.  That  it  promises  to  be  most  serviceable  in  severe  antpmnalintermittents^ 
and  more  parti%:ularly  in  the  pemicioue  and  malignant  fevers,  as  they  are 
termed,  of  Italy,  Holland^  and  other  marshy  countries^  which  are  well  known 
to  be  very  latal  under  the  ordma^.  treatment*  In  theae  cases  the  reaction  of 
the  system  cannot  folly  develope  itself,  in  consequence  of  the  extent  to  whidi 
mtemal  congestion  has  taken  place,  and  which  this  practice  will  remove. 
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5.  That  It  may  be  nsed  with  safety  in  any  climate  ifirbere  the  cold  stage  con^ 
tinnes  long  and  threatens  danger. 

.  6.  That  bleeding  in  the  cold  stage  is,  at  l^U  events,  more  successful  tlian  in 
the  hot  stage,  or  than  in  tlie  intervals.  Foralttiough  I  have  often  seen  bleed* 
ing  used  in  sncb  circumstances,  and  vr'ith.  advantage,  by  mitigating  unpleasant 
sjunptoms^  yet  I  have  never  known  the  subsequent  paroxysm  prevented  by  it. 

7.  The  practice  may  be  adopted  in  the  first  stage  of  all  fevers;  and  probably 
will  be  found  useful  by  surgeons  in  concussion  oftlie  brain. 
:  8.  If  these  cases  possessed  no  practical  merit  whatever,  they  promise  to  be 
productive  of.  great  advantage  to  medical  science,  by  destroying  the  very 
foundation  of  the  erroneous  system  of  Colien.  The  doctrines  upon  which  thia 
system  is  founded  have,  to  this  day,  bewildered  old  and  young  in  the  profes- 
sion,  who  think  and  act  onl^  under  the  nod  of  authority.  Cul leu's  system 
lias  been  a  great  bar  to  all  improvement  in  medicine;  and  is  the  principal 
cause  of  the  backward  state  of  pathology  in  this  country,  when  compared 
with  the  strides  made  in  that  departnient  by  oor  professional  brethren  ip 
France. 

Homegtfjyaihia  ;  or  the  Art  of  Curing  founded  on  Resnnhlane^, — It  i«  not  wi(h- 
out  some  allowable  degree  of  pride  that  the  students  of  the  British  schools  of 
medicine  may  look  abroad  into  the  occupations  of  the  members  of  onr  pi»- 
fession  in  some  other  countries.  The  French  are  quarrelling  most  bitterly 
concerning  the  constant  existence  of  what  are  called  irritations,  or  those  of 
them  who  are  in  better  humonr  are  pursuing  the  visions  of  animal  magnetism. 
The  Italians  have  not  yet  quite  made  up  tlieir  minds  concerning;  the  infallibility 
of  the  system  of  John  Brown.  The  Germans  are  occupied  in  matters  of 
higher  importance,  in  nursing  with  all  the  care  and  industry  which  belongs  to 
their  character  the  two  very  useful  sciences  of  animal  magnetism  and  Ammt* 
&pathin.  In  this  coontry  wo  do  not  pursue  these  matters  very  far ;  believhigy 
for  the  most  part,  that  ingenuity  and  philosophy  arc  very  good  tilings,  bnt  thai 
a  little  good  sense  is  a  very  useful  quality  alno. 

We  have  on  former  occasions  laid  before  our  readers  perhaps  even  more 
particulars  than  they  read  concerning  Bronssais  and  his  disciples,  and  con* 
coming  the  resurrection  of  magnetism.  The  science  of  homffopatliia  was,  we 
think,  merely  incidentally  alluded  to,  some  time  ago,  in  connexion  with  the 
asserted  power  of  belladonna  to  prevent  scarlatina,  by  its  property  of  pro- 
ducing a  8tate  something  like  it.  If  the  reader,  therefore,  has  nothing  useful 
to  do  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  feels  interested  in  watching  tlie  imaginative 
f^xcnrsions  of  physicians  out  of  tlie  ordinary  paths  of  practice,  a  short  expla- 
nation of  this  famous  subject  may  be  worth  his  perusal. 

The  term  homoeopathia  is  derived,  we  believe,  from  ifAoin  irodo?,  a  simiUir 
affectiouj  and  the  system,  which  it  is  intended  to  convey  an  idea  of,  has  risen 
up  within  the  last  twenty  years:  at  least,  so  we  learn  from  the  foreign  jour- 
nals, although  it  seems  to  us  to  be  a  kind  of  revival  of  old  fancies,  or  the 
celebrated  doctrine  of  signatures  in  a  new  shape.  The  great  principle  of  it  is, 
nmilia  nmilibus  curaniur:  and,  to  obtain  a  complete  cure,  it  is  only  necess&ry 
to  obtain  some  article  of  the  materia  medica  which  possesses  the  property  <» 
producing  an  artifidal  malady  vritli  as  close  a  resemblance  as  possible  to  that 
which  yon  wish  to  remove.  Two  diseases,  say  the  founders  of  tliis  doctrine, 
cannot  exist  together;  and  the  medieamental  disease,  being  stronger  than  tlie 
natural  disease,  ejects  it  altogether  from  the  body.  And,  if  it  i*  snggested 
tiiat  the  human  body^  in  that  case^  baa  only  got  rid  of  a  weak  disorder  by 
admitting  a  stronger, — has  been  put  out  of  tear  of  an  enemy  by  letting  in  a 
master,— we  are  told  that  the  medieamental  malady  always  cures  itself.  A 
few  exceptions  to  the  above  doctrines  seem  to  be  admitted,  however,  such  as 
smalLpox,  syplnliB,  scabies,  and  the  plague ;  which,  with  some  others,  are 
allowed  to  be  too  much  for  the  medieamental  malady.  But  in  other  cases  the 
medieamental  virtue  is  so  absolute,  that  the  smallest  possible  dose  is  sufficient 
to  dislodge  the  disease;  and  as  it  immediately,  of  course,  produces  a  change  in 
'  the  condition  of  the  human  body,  the  same  medicine  is  never  to  be  given 
twice.    If  tlie  patient  begins  to  mend,  you  must  give  nothing ;  if  he  is  getting 
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worse,  the  medicament  was*not  well  chosen :  you  may  be  hiclined  to  snppose 
that  it  might  do  better  in  a  larger  dose,  but  that  is  not  allowed.  If  the  pa^* 
tient  U  neither  better  nor  worse  for  the  medicine,  the  conclusion  is,  not  that ' 
you  have  given  too  little  of  it,  but  too  much.  Thus  the  ordinury  doses  of  the 
homoeopathic  physicians  is  abont  the  mUlioHtk  part  of  a  grain,  or  not  quite  so 
much.  Decoctions,  infusions,  and  extracts,  seem  to  be  very  little  employed 
by  them,  but  only  powders  and  tinctures.  They  are  very  severe  in  the  articles 
of  diet  and  regimen>  a  severity  to  wliich  all  systems  of  quackery  are  more  or 
less  indebted. 

The  reader  is  not  to  suppose  we  have  no  cases  to  present  to  him.  A  brazier's 
apprentice  was  troubled  with  a  quartan  fever  for  three  months,  which  did  not 
yield  to  strong  doses  of  kina.  He  came  under  the  care  of  an  hotirceopatbic: 
a  drop  of  tbe  tincture  of  bark  was  given  him,  and  even  repeated,  but  without 
success ;  and  his  physician  lemarking  that  he  bad  a  troublesome  cough  which 
prevented  his  sleeping,  had  recourse  to  the  hyoscyamns,  and  gave  him  the 
millionth  part  qf  a  grain.    Tbe  cough  and  the  fever  disappeared  together. 

An  emaciated,  feeble  woman  was  suddenly  attacked  with  hemorrhage  from 
the  nose,  the  lungs,  and  the  stomach :  cinchona,  canella,  chalybeates,  appli- 
cations of  vinegar,  were  tried  in  vain  ;  and  the  patient  was  left  to  her  fate. 
An  homoiopathic  physician  very  providentially  saw  her,  the  hemorrhage  still 
continuing,  and  the  patient  cold  and  almost  insensible :  a  billionth  of  the 
powder  of  chamomile  was  given  without  delay,  and  the  hemorrhage  ceased  in 
an  instant.  The  patient  slept  remarkably  well,  but  felt  a  little  low  tbe  next 
momiDg.  A  new  attack  of  epistaxis  came  on :  the  condition  of  the  body  was 
of  course  changed;  the  powder  of  chamomile  no  longer  proper;  but  a 
billionth  of  a  grain  of  saffron  was  given,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  all  was 
well. 

The  same  patient  was  attacked  with  the  ague  a  few  days  afterwards,  and 
the  name  enlightened  physician  who  had  conducted  her  safely  through  her 
former  difficulties  now  tied  a  leqfof  the  Flammula  Jovis  to  her  little  finger, 
which  produced  a  little  blister,  and  the  fever  was  cast  out  in  the  most  sum- 
niary  manner.  The  Flammula  Jovis  is,  it  seem^,  very  commonly  employed 
in  this  manner,  and  might  surely  lead  to  the  saving  of  a  great  deal  of  bark  in 
the  fens  of  Lincoln  and  ('ambridge. 

One  more  case : — A  robust  man,  of  thirty-eight,  affected  for  hix  years  with 
gonorihoea,  which  had  been  vanly  tried  by  various  practitioners  according  to ' 
tlie  common  methods,  phiced  himself  under  the  care  of  an  homosopatbic 
physician.  The  discharge  was  yellowish  and  copious ;  there  were  often  painful 
erections,  but  there  was  no  pain  in  making  water;  sometimes  there  was  much' 
pruritis  at  the  extremity  of  the  glans.  The  physician,  having  remarked  that 
analogous  symptoms  were  produced  by  tbe  fresh  juice  of  parsley,  caused  the 
patient  to  take,  in  the  morning,  one  drop  of  this  juice  in  spirits,  mixed  with 
half  an  ounce  of  water,  enjoining  strict  abstinence,  and  desiring  that  no  other 
medicine  should  be  given.  The  next  day  the  discharge  was  greater:  this 
merely  shewed  the  combat  going  on  between  the  natural  and  medicamental 
disease;  and,  although  not  strictly,  as  it  appears  to  us,  in  conformity  to  the 
principles  of  homceopathia,  the  same  medicine  was  given,  in  the  same  dose, 
the  second  day;  and  on  the  third  day  the  patient  was  well. 

We  have  no  more  cases  before  us  at  present ;  but  the  list  of  diseases  to 
which  the  new,  or,  as  we  think  it  may  not  unaptly  be  called,  tbe  Lilliputian 
system  of  medicine  has  been  successfully  applied,  would  take  up  a  page  of  our 
Journal.  We  observe  among  them  phthisis,  acute  rheumatism,  madness,  and 
sterUUy. 

It  is  quite  unnecessary  for  us  to  point  cut  tlie  great  importance  of  the  new 
system  as  regards  the  practice  of  physic  in  general,  or  its  vital  importance  as 
regards  the  Apothecaries*  Company  in  particular. .  The  fulteBMexposition  of  it 
seems  to  be  contained  in  a  work  by  Dr.  Bobckel,  published  recently  at 
Strasbourg.  Several  other  publications  on  the  same  snhject  are  mentioned  in 
the  Bulletm  des  Sciences  M6dicales  for  January  last.  (London  Medical  Re- 
pository,  May.) 
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Ctise  of  Reewery  fr&m  the  Narcotic  Effrcts  uf  Ophimt  by  meant  of  Artificial 
RegpiratioH,  By  Hugh  J.  OoiLvic,  W.d.  of  Madison,  Morgan  County, 
Georgia.    (From  the  North  Ainerican  Med.  and  Sarg.  Journal.) 

On  the  26th  of  September  last,  I  was  in  attendance  on  Mrs.  R— ,  who  bad 
been  delivered,  ten  days  prior  to  my  visit,  of  a  strong  and  healthy  child.  From 
the  rnde  and  officioua  interference  of  the  midwife  at  the  lime  of  delivery, 
considerable  injury,  or  abfasiont>f  the  meains  urinarioB,  had  ensued  i  a.ttetided 
with  retention  of  urine,  and  extensive  inflammation,  towards  the  termination 
of  her  convalescence.  I  prescribed  an  anodyne  at  bed*time,  consisting  of 
twenty-five  or  thirty  drops,  of  iaudannrac  through  mistake,  the  dose  was  ad- 
ministered to  the  infant,  whom  I  found  in  the  following  condition,  on  repeat- 
ing my  visit  early  the  ensuing  morning  :-«->Face  of  a  dark,  livid  colonr;  reapt- 
ration  slow  and  oppressed,  repeated  about  six  or  eight  times  in.^  minute ; 
pulse  slow,  weak,  and  tremulous;  extremities  cold ;  coma,  and  dilated -puiub. 
I  was  informed  that  it  had  had  several  convulsions  a  few  hours  after  receiving 
the  narcotic  draught.  I  inquired  if  any  thing  had  been  adminutteredi  and  yna 
informed  that  it  could  not  swallow.  Not  relying  explicitly  .upon  the  afiser* 
tion,  I  directed  an  infiision  of  coffee,  and,  jon  attempting  iti  administntion, 
found  the  power  of  deglutition  suspended.  ' 

Viewing  the  case  as  desperate,  aid  besHndthe  ordinary  resources  of  the 
profession,  it  occurred  to  me,  from  tlie  peculiar  state  of  respiration,  that,  if 
that  function  could  be  sustained,  the  life  of  Uie  infaut  might  be  saved.  Ac- 
cordingly, a  female  attendant  was  requested  to  close  t^e  nostrils^  and  blow 
into  its  mouth,  and  press  upon  the  abdominal  muscles  and  diapbragtTi,'so  as  to 
carry  on  artificial  respiration.  This  was  persevered  in  for  half  an  hour  with* 
out  much  apparent  amendment,  except  an  occasional  convuMve  effort  iq 
expire  the  air  blown  in.  Perseverance  was  ei\joined,  and  in  two  or  tlirce 
hours  T  was  infonned  that  respiration  was  completely  re<established :  the  face 
assumed  its  natural  colour,  and  all  the  functions  were  restored  to  their  normal 
condition.  No  unpleasant  symptoms  ensued,  and  the  child  is  now  in  the  en« 
joyment  of  perfect  health,  ^  , 

Reficctiotu.^1  was  induced  to  adopt  the  pra<;tice  'instituted  in  the  above 
case,  from  having  noticed,  in  a  periodical  work,  a  report  of  a  sinailar  case  by 
a  physician  in  Boston,  whose  name  I  have  forgotten.^  The  case  alluded,  to 
was  unsuccessful,  but  the  theory  which  suggested  tlie  remedy  was  in  perfect 
accordance  with  my  own  views.  Opinm  in  large  quantities  operates  pniuarily 
upon  the  nervous  system,  and  Is  mainly  expended  upon  the  respiratory  and  i^m* 
pathetic  ganglia.  li  therefore  follows,  as  a  necessary  corollary,  tliat,  if  respU 
ration  can  be  sustained  bv  artificial  means  till  the  sedative  infiuience  of  the 
opium  has  been  subdued  by  the  recuperative  energies  of  the  system,  life  may 
be  restored.  If  my  opinion  of  the  modus  operandi  of  opium  be  nnscleiitific 
or  erroneous,  the  practical  deduction  may  nevertheless  be  of  service.  These 
views,  however  imperfect,  I  hope  ftiay  be  the  means  of  attracting;  the  genius 
and  talent  of  some  one  more  adequate  to  its  elucidation.  Should  a  more  ex- 
tensive trial  of  the  remedy  be  attended  with  saccess,  we  ha¥e  anodier  auxi- 
liary that  will  tend  to  lessen  the  opprobria  medieonun,  •    - 


SURGERY. 

Cases  of  Hemorrkage  from  the  Urethra^  with  Renuarks,  By  George  F. 
Lehman,  x.d.    (From  the  Philadelphia  Journal.) 

Hemorrhagy  is  at  all  times  alarming  to  the  individual  affected,  and  not  sel- 
dom to  the  professional  attendant. 

The  extreme  anxiety  and  apprehension  created  by  a  ruptured  blood-vesseI» 
could  net  escape  the  notice  of  the  most  snperficuM  observer,  and  the  means 
lor  its  suppression  ought  to  be  prompt  and  effectual. 

If  it  occurs  in  conseouence  of  previous  disease,  tlie  surprise  is  not  so  great 
as  when  it  happens  in  toe  midst  of.  robust  health,  and  from  parts  of  (he  body 
particularly  guarded  against  accidents,  and  protected  with  fastidious  care. 

From  the  inflammation  of  gonorrhoea  extending  along  the  urethra,  the  mu- 


Hemorrkagejram  the  Urethra.  81 

•ooitt  membrane  of  the  bladder  sometimes  becomes  nlcer&tedi  tod  an  effusion 
of  blood  is  the  consequence. 

An  impfiident  use  of  strong  astringent  injections  to  check -sonorrhoea  will 
have  a  similar  effect,  especially  when  no  regard  is  paid  to  moderate  habits  by 
the  pntient,  biu  he  tives  as  nsual  on  high-seasoned  food,  and  partakes  freely 
of  wines  and  spiritoons  liquors. 

It  occaisionaMy,  but  rarely,  happens  that  the  bleeding  is  so  profuse  after  the 
application  of  caustic  lor  the  removal  of  stricture  in  the  urethra,  that  the 
iwtient  faints;  but  this  is  the  extent  of  the  evil:  death  never  follows  such 
hemorrha^. 

Moderate  dischai^ges  of  blood  from  the  penis  happen  now  and  then  from 
other  cansos,  but  generally  symptomatic  of  disease  of  the  parts. 

In  aU  casualties  of  this  kind,  the  most  approved  practice  consists  in  adminiih 
tering  sedative  and  astrmgent  injections  oi  sugar  of  lead  and  sulphate  of  sine 
io  rose-water,  and  solutiona  of  alum*  and  pledgets  dipped  in  the  same  to  be 
applied  externally,  enjoining  perfect  rest,  with  internal  astringents,  and  cold 
applications  to  be  need  according  to  the  condition ;  and,  if  these  fail^  pressure 
to  the  perinenm. 

Hemorrhagy  from  the  penis,  however,  I  believe  is  not  very  common  under 
any  circumstances ;  and,  as  three  cases  have  fallen  under  my  observation, 
unaccompanied  by  other  affections,  I  take  the  liberty  to  present  them  to  the 
medical  public. 

Casb  L — Joseph  Frendly  was  employed  as  a  temporary  nurse  in  the  Laaa* 
rettq  Hospital,  September  1817.  At  tbat  time  the  hospital  was  ccowded  with 
nitior  and  gravior  cases  of  typhus  fever.  He  was  a  short  but  stout-built  man, 
forty'years  of  age. 

About  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  September  I5tb,  1817,  I  was  called 
up  to  see  liim.  The  messenger  declared  he  Was  bleeding  to  death,  and  had 
fainted.  I  went  to  the  hospital  with  all  possible  speed.  The  blood  was  run- 
ning freely  from  his  urethra  on  my  arrival.  I  presume  from  appearances  be 
may  have  lost  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  ounces.  He  could  not  tell  when  it 
had  commenced.  It  originated  during  bis  sleep,  and  he  was  aroused  from  his 
slumbers  by  a  sensation  something  of  the  nature  of  nightmare.  His  pulse  was 
seventy-nine  per  minute.  I  applied  ice  immediately  to  the  perineum  and 
scrotum,  and  in  four  minutes  the  bleeding  ceased.  I  advised  him  to  keep  to 
his  bed,  and  administered  one  ounce  of  Cpsom  salt.  By  eight  o'clock  he  had 
two  fecal  evacuations.  At  night  the  hemorrhage  returned,  in  consequence  of 
Ids  walking  through  the  room .  Ice  was  again  applied  as  before,  and  the 
bleeding^  stopped  in  three  minutes.  I  now  directed  him  not  to  leave  his  bed 
withont  my  permission.  For  several  days  his  urine  was  slightly  discoloured 
with  bloo^  He  was  confined  to  a  diet  of  oatmeal«gruel,  and  at  rest,  and  rn 
live  days  be  was  well.  At  the  periotfof  his  attack,  this  man  was  in  perfect 
health.  Eighteen  years  preceding  this  event,  he  suffered  a  sUght  attack  of 
gonorrhoea. 

Casb  II. — James  M'Canley,  aged  fifty-one  years,  was  carpenter  of  the 
quarantine  station,  and  acted  as  bargeman  during  the  summers  of  t8S0,  tl, 
and  22.  He  was  a  man  of  temperate  habits  in  general,  and  had  been  married 
many  years. 

On  the  3lst  of  July,  1822,  he  called  on  me  early  in  the  morning,  in  consi- 
derable agitation^  and  stated  that,  on  awakening  about  daylight,  his  penis  was 
erect  and  painful,  and  blood  was  rapidly  flowing  from  it.  He  supposed  a  pint 
of  blood  was  lost.  At  the  time  of  this  incident  he  was  in  a  dream  of  coition 
with  his  wife.  He  had  no  sexual  hatercourse  for  two  months  preceding,  and 
declared  himself  very  moderate  in  the  love  of  women,'  'jThe  rigidity  of  his 
penis  was  unnatural,  and  created  nneasiuess,  bnt  he  felt  no  pain  from  the 
discharge  of  blood.  He  had  not  been  engaged  in  Itiy  bard^work,  nor  made 
any  heavy  lift ;  bnt  was  naturally  of  a  costive  habit,  and  would  remain  six  and 
seven  days  widn>at  any  at  vine  discharge.  At  this  time,  five  days  had  elapsed 
without  a  fecal  excretion,  and  he  strained  very  hard  at  stool.    He  never  bad 
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the  Tenerealdisease.    In  I8;il»  in  cooie^Henc^  of  a  ihll,  three  of  hk  fibs  werei 

broken  on  the  left  side.  .  -' 

1  gave  him  an  onnce  of  Cattor-oil,  which  operated  twice.  The  penis  and 
Bcrotam  Were  repeatedly  bathed  in  cold  water  from  the  well.  Dnring  the 
w4K>lei^y  l>|o<i4>w^eaBitted  by^rdropsy.and.at.nii^ht  abpnt  a  wine-glamfnl. 

Angust  1st — Hlood  continued  to  dribble  from  his  nreThra,and  he  x;Onvptain- 
~«d  of  fthnniwe  «eni>ation  when  be  annate^*  I  pnt  him  on  the  antiphlogistic 
regiment  and  laxseed  t«'a  as  his  only  djink, 

{2d  -^Discharged  from  ten  to  twelve  drops  of  blood  every  hoim  Apptioa- 
tionof  cold  water  continued.  I  intended  to  use  an'  injection  of  Sulphate  of 
Zinc»  .feat  he  objected;  and  I  prescribed  Sugar  of  Lead,  three  grains  morning 
«nd  evening,  flaxseed  tea,  and  tow  diet.  He  complained  of  ardor  urinn  for 
two  days,  and  a  slight  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  his  abdomen  nntil  Angnst  2d. 
*  3drf— Bowels  not  open  since  July  31st.  Administered  an  onnce  of  Castor- 
oil,  which  bad  the  desired  effect,  and  operated  five  times. 

My  case-book  concludes  thus:  *He  continued  taking  the  sugar  of  lead, 
drinking  flaxseed  tea,  living  low,  and  at  rest,  until  Augast  6th,  when  all  traces 
of  the  hemorrhage  had  disappeared. 

Case  III.— >Mr.  F.  W.  aged  seventy-six  years,  consulted  me  May  17th, 
1835.  He  had  a  regular  dropping  of  blood  for  six  days  from  the  urethra. 
When  he  called  on  me,  pulse  sixty-nine  in  a  minute.  I. administered  an  ounce 
of  Castor- oil,  and  advised  him  to  bathe  the  penis  in  cold  water  repeatedly. 
He  returned  in  two  days,  and  informed  me  that  the  bleeding  had  increased. 
Apprehending,  from  the  age  of  ray  patient,  that  his  might  be  a  case  of  atonic 
hemorrhage,  I  prescribed  injections  into  the  urethra,  composed  of  one  drachm 
of  Alum  to  eight  ounces  of  water,  a  table-spoonful  three  or  four  times  a-day, 
and  fifteen  grains  of  Kino  to  be  taken  morning  and  evening.  In  four  days  the 
bleeding  ceased,  and  he  has  experienced  no  return  of  the  complaint. 


CHEMISTRY. 

Dr.GRANViLi.<  on  iht  Diain/ecting  lAqvid  ^  Soda»—M.  Labarraque,  a 
pkaroiacien  residing  in  Paris,  proposed,  two  or  three  years  ago,  to  employ 
chlorine  in  a  iic||^itid  form,  in  lieu  of  Morveau*s  method  hitherto  adopted,  for 
diainfeotiiig  air  in  which  putrid  animal  effluvia  are  disseminated,  and  for  ar- 
resting pntrefiiction  in  dead  bodies.  For  this  purpose  he  selected,  first,  a 
aolufioB  of  tiiesaltfonnerly  termed  oxymnriate  oflime  in  water;  and  secondly, 
a  solution  of  carbonate  of  soda  saturated  with  chlorine  gas. 

To  these  liquids  M.  Labarraque  gave  Ibe  names  of  Chlorure  d*Oxide  de 
Calcium,  ct  d'Oxide  de  Sodium,  corresponding  to  our  chlorides  of  lime  and 
soda;  and  under  these  denominations  he4>roronlgated,  with  a  becoming  spirit 
of  liberality,  his  discovery  of  their  disinfecting  properties.  The  promulga- 
tion, however,  was  noty  as  one  Imd  a  right  to  expect,  accompanied  by  any 
scientific  inquiry  into  the  real  constitntioa.of  the  liquids,  nor  by  any  analysis 
of  tiieir  ingi«dients.  Nor  was  it  followed  by  any  attempt  to  explain  the  cu- 
rious and  hnpMrtant  facts  which  they  had  brought  to  light,  and  which  were  in 
a  short  time  confirmed  by  the  observations  of  many.  Labarraqiie^s  views 
were  formed^  in  X>r»  G.'s  opinion,  on  mece  assumj^tion,  and  were  adopted  by 
the  French,  and  1^  all  the  English  translators  and  commentators  who  assisted 
in  making  his  discovery  more  generally  known.  No  one  seemed  to  doubt  the 
correctness  of  those  views,  pntil  Un  Granville,  having  had.  occasion  to  use 
very  extensively  one  of  the  liquids  in  qnestion,  (that  containing  soda,)  under- 
took the  analysis  of  tliat  liquid,  in  order  lo  ascertain  its  real  composition ;  and 
be  entered  upon  an  inqniry  into  the  phenomena  resulting  from  the  action  of 
chlorine  on  animal  matter  in  a  putrid  state.  1  he  results  of  these  inquiries  Dr. 
Granville  has  detailed  at  full  length  in  his  papert  in  which  a  series  of  experi. 
mentsis  minutely  described,  from  which  the  author  conceives  he  has  proved 
that  the  supposed  '*  chloride  of  oxtd€  of  sodium*'  in  solutionis  in  reality  a 
mixture  of— 
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73,63  dry  cMorlde  of  MRttnm 

36.47  neutral  chlorate  o(aoda 


100.00 
with  an  excess  of  chlorine  equal  to  twice  the  bulk  of  tiftr'water  eoif^loyed  in 
prepari^  the  liquid  agreeably  to  Labarraque^s  own  fonmila. 

Besides  detailing  the  several  analytical  and  ^ynthef ieal  experimeiitB  in  sop* 
fNurtof  the  above  concln^ons,  Dr.Qranvilte  attempts  to  prove  the  accuracy 
of  those  oonclnsions  by  the  application  of  the  atomic  doctrine,  as  well  an  by  a 
ealcolation  of  tlie  weight  and  measure  of  tlie  chlorine  isas  required  to  fMrmthe 
disinfecting  liquid:  whence  it  appears  that,  dnring  the  pTOcessof  prepaiing 
that  liquidy  five  atoms  of  oxygen  combine  with  oneatom  of  diitffine  to  form 
chloric  acid,  which  unites  with  one  atom  of  soda  to  form  the  chlorate  of  scrda; 
and  five  atoms  of  sodium  combine  with  five  adorns  of  chlorme  to  form  five 
intenrant  atoms  of  chloride  of  sodium.  These  combinations  ure  not  due  to 
the  decomposition  of  water,  bnt  to  a  peculiar  arrangement  of  the  elements 
oontained  in  Uie  solution.  With  regard  io  the  quantity  of  chlorine  gas  em- 
ployedy  it  appears  to  be  very  considerable.  Twenty  fluid  ounces  of  the 
lion  id  contain  503.36  coble  inches  of  that  -gai,  (besides  .the  fre^  chlorine.) 
which  weigh,  according  to  Thomson's  tables,  38i3.tti5  giuins;  apd  as  the  soda 
dissolved  in  those  twenty  ounces  of  liqnid  weiglis  541.135  grains,  according  to 
the  atomic  theory,  the  weight  of  the.  solid  contents  of  that  quantity  of  liquid 
ought  to  amount  to  725  grains;  which  is  precisely  what  Dr.  Onuiville  fouipd 
on  evaporating  the  whole  of  the  liquifl  to  dryness.  If  tl^is  be  the  real  compo- 
sition of  Labarra^ne's  liquid,  it  is  clear  tliat  no  such  compound  as .  the 
chloride  of  oxide  of  sodium  eaists  init,  and  its  present  denomination  must  bo 
incorrect:  Dr.  Granville  therefore  recommends  -  tliat  it  shonld  be.  abolished, 
and  that  the  simple  name  of  Diainfectiiig  Liquid  of  Soda  should  be  suhsU- 
tuted  for  it. 

In  another  part  of  his  paper,  the  auttior  endeavours  to  show  that  the  singur 
lar  properties  of  the  above  liquid  are  doe  entirely  to  the  chlorine,  and  in  no 
way  to  the  agency  of  the  salts  contained  in  it.  The  same  results  are  obtained 
when  a  simple  solution  of  chlorine  water  ii  employed;  bat  in  that  caae  the 
escape  of  the  gas  is  considerable,  and  consequently  ofiienslve  to  tlie<»perator 
and  assistants.  This  is  not  the  case  when  the  same  ^antity  of  chlorine  is 
thrown  into  a  solution  of  the  two  salts  mentioned  in  the  couna  of  the  paper: 
so  that  Dr.  Granville  iufers  that  the  presence  6^  those  sato-seeves'  lo; lessen 
the  tendency  of  the  free  chlorine  (o  escape  in  a  ^aseouaforn.  When  the  two 
salts,  alone  obtained  by  evaporation,  are  i^dtssolved  in  distilled  water^  Jio  din- 
infecting  effects  are  obtained,  alflioagh  so  large  a  proportion  of  ihe  chiorinc 
enters  into  their  composition ;  but  if  two  measures  of  that  gas,  cM^ual  to  twice 
the  bulk  of  the  solution,  be  thrown  in,  all  the  disinfecting  properties  are  re- 
stored to  the  liquid. 

Dr.  Granville  promises  to  lay  before  tb«  Royal  Society  a  continuation  of 
Ins  inquiries  on  this  subject,  in  whicli  he  wiH  describe  the  mode  of  action  -of 
the  disiufectiug  liquid  on  putrid  animal  matter,-^-detail  the  new  oompoonds 
that  result  from  that  actioQ,->^poiut  out  a  method  of  aseertaiai^g  Che  preaewe 
of. animal  effluvia  in  the  air  by  means  6f  chloiine^  applicable  in  times  of  infec- 
tious diseases, — and,  lastly,  suggest  a  more  easy  and-  econouiieal  process  of 
preparing  the  dishifecting  liquid.    {PkUimpkieal  Magmimi.) 

'. '  . 

On  ihe  Chlorides  tf  Lime  akd  Sd^.  By  R.  V  u iXLips,  r.R.s.  L.  &  n.  &c.— 
These  chlorides  have  lately  excited  considei-able  notice,  owing  to  ttie  recom- 
mendation of  M.  Laban*aque;  and  not  onty  in  France,  but  in  this  country 
also.  Should  they  be  found  to  possess  a  moderate  share 'Only  of  the  powers 
which  have  been  attributed  to  them,  they  are  exceedingly  important  com. 
pounds,  and  their  exact  nature,  as  well  as  their  mode  of  action,  is  entitled  to 
a  mure  careful  examination  than,  as  appearfr  to  me,  they  have  hitherto  re- 
ceived. 

The  chloride  of  lime  has  long  been  known  under  the  name  of  oaynmriate 
pf  lime,  or  bleaching  powder :  it  is  prepared,  as  is  well  known,  by  passing 
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^?^?l!°t  ^  **^?^  *^A^**®  ^  ^*""*'  ^^^  rewlting  componod*  P«U  into  wAter^ 
yields  the  chloride  of  lime  in  question;  it  Uabo  sometimes  rori^ed  by  p^ssing^ 

^^^  1^  ^^^  ^^^f^  conta^inini;  ^me  in  suspension.  This  cbWride  is  now  pro- 
posed to  be  employed^  and  u.  appears  with  great  success^  «s.a  xiisinfecting 
stfDStaTice*  *        ,  ^      , 

Tfce  existence  of  such  a  compound  as  chloride  of  soda,  or  potash,  has  hi- 
Wertq  not  been  so  clearly  ascertained  as  tliat  of  the  chloride  of  lime.  Two 
mod^s  of  preparing  this  compound  have  been  proposed,  one  by  M.  Labarraiqiiey 
^J^  ^l*"®*"  *^?  ^-  ^ay*""  -  tb«  former  passes  clilorine  gas  into  a  soluti<Mi  of 
catbonate  of  soda,  while  the  iattey  proposes  to  decompose  chloridewf  live  few 
carbonate  of  soda.  . 

I  have  tried  both  methods,  and  both  are  very  easy  of  execution.  Wbaa 
^'ofipegas  is  passed  into  the  solution  of  carbonate  of  4iod«,  it  is  very  readiiy 
absorbed,  and  this  absorption  takes  place  without  expelling  a  particle  of  car- 
bonic acid  ;  Ihe  solution  has  a  faint  smell  of  clilorine;  when  heated,  acarcely 
any  chlorine  is  evolved, 'and  the  solution  first  acU  as  an  alkali  npea  tarmerie 
paper,  and  then  bleaches  it:  on  the  addition  of  an  acid,  chlorine  and  carbonic 
add  gases  are  evolved. 

When  evaporated  unril  a  slight  pellicle  appears,  amass  of  fibrous  crystals 
19  soon  formed,  the  consistence,  of  which  is  almost  pulpy,  owing  to  the  ret^n- 
tion  of  the  solution  by  tUe  dajJUI^y  *ttract»)n  tof^tW  crysUla.  When  these 
crystals  have  been  separated,  the  solution  yields  minute  crystals  of  carbonate 
of  soda,  possessing  the  usual  form  of  that  subatanve. 

*hl^^l^  filamentous  crystals  are  too  minute  to  admit  of  any  examination  of 
meirfom :  tliey  appear  to  me  to  consist  of  i^hlorine,  carbonic  acid,  and  soda. 
Of  chlorme  in  cOMbihation  with  carbonate  of  soda.  When  put  into  a  solutida 
ofindigo  in  sulphuric' acid,  they  immediately  decolorise  it,  by  the  evolution 
Oftetatorine,  accompanied  with  carbonic  acid.  I  have  not  yet  had  an  dp^or- 
tmiity  of  analysing  this  Tomponnd  :  I  find,  however,  that,  whllstdrylng  by 
acposnre  to  the  air,  it  loits  so  much  chlorine  (I'presnme  by  the  action  otVar- 
oomcacid,)  that  it  does  lior  contain  two  per  cent,  of  it  rn  any  state,  either  -of 
nnxtQre  or  comblnatioin.  I  haveiiot  particularly  examined  the  sohition  formed 
by  decomposing  chloride  of  flme  by  peatas  of  carbonate  of  soda;  bat  J  fiwi 
that  It  retama  its  bleaching  power  after  ebollitioB,  and  yields  crystals  by 
evaporation. 

\  In  tlia  last  Number  of  the  Phil.  Mag.  and  Annals,  an  account  was  given  of' 
apopef  of  Dr.Granvine's,  read  before  the  Royal  Society,  on  tbe  Composition 
and  Action  of  the  Chloride  of  Soda.  According  to  Dr.  Granville,  the  disin- 
fecting properties  of  chloride  of  soda  are  entirely  dependent  apon  the  oncom- 
bined  chlorine  gas  which  the  water  holds  in 'solution.  Kow,  admitting  for  a 
moiiieBl  this  to  be  the  caase,  and  that  no  snch  compound  as  chloride  of  so^ 
existo,  the  same  explanation  caniiof  apply  to'  the  action  of  the  chloride  of 
Jyne:  and  it  is  singular  that  Dr.  Granville  has  taken  no  notice  of  this  sob*, 
stance,  although,  according  to  M.  LaWraque,  it  i*  generally  employed  for 
tfisintectmg  apartments ;  while  the  chloride  of  soda  "  is  especiaUy  employed  im 
topical  and  exttrnal  applications  io  wowda  and  aK;^8  affected  with  hospital 
gangisenfts^  Ao.v   <  Alcock  on  the  Use  of  the  Chlorurets,  p.  tt6,)  . 

Some  late  experiments  have  pro>ed  in  a  most  decided  manner  that  the  ex- 
plaaation  which  Dr^Gnnii^lle  lias  6fif^^^  ismJt'a  c^fr^ot  ^ieVr  of  what  actn- 
aliy  occurs.  M.0anltier  de  Claubry  has  showja  that  air  which  has  passed 
through  putnd  blood,  and  afterwards  into  a  solution  of  chloride  of  Ume,  was 
rendered  modorous,,aiid  waa  completely  purified,  occasioning  the  precipitatea 
ot  carbonate  of  lime;  but,  in  a  similar  experiment,  the  fetid  air  was  paased 
through  a  saturated  solution  of  caustic  potash:  the  chloride  of  lime  had  then 
no  effect  uponit,  and  it  retained  its  insupportable  odour. '  This  is  decisive  as 
to  tne  actiotiof  the  carbonic  acid  of  foul  an-  in  evolving  the  chlorine  by  which 
It  IS  punned. 

I  have  already  mentioned  that  chloride  of  soda  does  not,  even  by  ebullitioui 
lose  Its  bleaching  property;  and  this  is  anotlier  proof  that  its  action  dees  not 
depend  upon  the  mere  |^  wliich  it  holds  in  solutiott ;  for  it  will  hardly  be 
maintained  that  any  cir^umatance  less  tlm  confatnaticn  will  retain  cfaloiittQ  in 
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"vnifcir  at 'a  bMlkig^  teiii|Mnit«re.-  ft  kU»  retahm  Its  ^oWer  ^o  a  MwidenM* 
eikMH  ^^ten  aftfer'et«|Minitioii  tft  dryness* 

lll-.'t9^:fttfvltte  tUftes  tlMit  tbe  Mtt  in  qtiMtton  k  a  mixture  pf  73.5d  of  •drio- 
fid«  W^^difim  and  fB.47  of  ehloiate  of  soda*  I  alb  quite  at  a  loss  to  coujectoM 
bow  Dr.  Granville  obtained  this  result,  either  by  caicalatioD  or  experimeat. 
For  prepslHng  the  chloride  of  soda,  M.  Labarraqoe  directs  that  a  solatioti  of 
986  parts  of -crystallised  carbonate  of  soda  Is  to  have  the  chlorine  evohred  from 
the  deconposfiion  of  66  parts  of  common  salt  passed  into  it. 

Now,  as  tQb  are  eqtriTaleut  to  t  atoms  of  crystaNised  carbottate  «of  soda^ 
there '^R^l  be  inquired  <he  chlorikie  of  9«toms  r:  ifO  of  common  valt  to  coi»> 
Tcrt  them  iot6  chloride  of  s,odiani  and  chlorale  of  soda  ^  and  even  admittio^^ 
iiriiat  Il>elleve  is  liotifae^ase,  that  the  dilorine  of  the  66  parts  of  the  conaman 
salt  convertSy  as  far  as  it  j^oes,  the  carbonate  of  soda  into  chlorate  of  soda  and 
chloride  of  sodimn,  the  qnanffty  is  so  deficient  that  the  dry  salt  mnst  consist 
very  nearly*  orChloHde  of  Sodinm,  45,  Chlomt«  of  Soda,  16^  Carbonate  «f 
Soda,  a9;crl00.    (IM.  No.5.> 
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INTELLIGENCE. 


MONTHLY  REPORT  OF  PREVALENT  DISEASES. 

There  has  been  prevalent  during^  the  present  season  a  greater  dispositliMI 
than  usual  to  an  intermittent  or  remittent  form  of  fever :  agoes,  indeed,  of 
well-marked  character  have  not  been  nnfreqnent  in  the  metropolis,  and  soma 
parts  of  tlie  conutry  adjacent.  Bnt,  independent  of  these  circumstances^ 
common  continued  fever,  as  it  is  called^  has  in  many  instances  assumed  a  re* 
mittent  character  after  the  second  week.  This  change,  however,  has  not 
appeared  to  us  to  be  allied  to  ague  so  much  as  to  hectic,  depending  }»enerallyy 
i^  not  invariably,  npon  local  disease,  which,  having  taken  place  in  the  coarse  . 
of  the  fever,  ntfw  sets  up  for  itself.  The  most  frequent  sleat  of  such  local  mis* 
chief  is  the  abdomen^  especially  the  ileum  and  the  portion  of  tire  colon  neail 
to  it,  in  which  ulcerations  are  known  to  be  so  common.  In  some  instances 
we  have  seen  the  supervention  of  these  disorganisations  first  manifested  by 
vjolent  rigors,  a  symptom  which  ht»  always  denoted  a  very  formidable' disease. 


COLLEGE  OP  PHYSICIANS. 

QufUion  whtiherFfilow  0/  the  ColUge  of  Pkysicians  ought  or  ought  not  to'tiuei 

Physicians  who  are  not  Licentiate*,  , 

Srlii — I  request  the  favonr«6fyonr  inserting  the  accompaBying  letters,  and 
sabjoined  'Observlrtioiis,in  the  neat  Nvmber  of  the  London  Medical  «ttd 

PhysioalJotfrnal. 

l-«aiD,- Sir,  y<wr  obedient  humble  Sfervant, 
ToDr.MaeUoi.  ED H^ A RD  HARRISON. 

Copy  qf  Dr.  Harrmon's  l^itvr  fo'Dr«  Cham BBfts. 

7,  mUfS^strittyCwendisksquttre;  Mt^ttthytBn. 

9ir,«^I'W^  fiot  a  little  sitrprised,  on  my  return  to  Quebeck-street  last 
SniAiay  evening,  to  leatn  *lat  yoa  had  fonuaily  refused  to  meet  me  in  consaU 
tiftion,  because  I  had  toot,  ^(iceived  a  lioenee  to  practise  medicine  from  the 
London' College  of  Physicians. 

As  the  delicate  sufferer  was,  altlie  time,  in  the  greatest  possible  danger,  I 
leave'yott  to ibrm  yoor  own  PoadluMOiis'aponthehmnanitjr  and  propriety  of 
declining  to  give  assistance  to  an  afflicted  fellow  creature,  in  compliance  with 
a  capricious  and  untenable  by-law. 

To  the  patient  and  to  myself  the  deteroriaation  was  fortunate,  because  it 
had  led^he  parents,  before  my  arrival,  to  procure  the  assistance  of  an  expo: 
rianced  and  able  phyMclan*    lOm  gefttlenma  h8s,'like  myself,  thoaglit  proper 
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not  to  apply  for  llie  College  lie^aofv  mid  yet  h^  aifOMi  mc  tlwt;  the  menbery  of 
your  corporatiou  do  not  objeet^o  c(Mu«i|t«with  kum^  whMMver  tUeir  9etwicti$ 
are  wanted:  so  true  is  it,  th^t  it  may  sait  them  at  times  to  eaforce  tiie  ligid 
obfltervance  of  a  by^lffwy-  and  tt  otfior  tioMO  to  loaye  it  cotirdy  to  ipdividuaJ 
discretion. 

To' enter  into  a  iniMle  investtgation  of  the  supposed  groands  of  your  re- 
fiisal,  vfOfM  lead  me 'iar  beyond  tbe  linii4s  of  ms  ordinary  letter.  U-wiU  be 
sufficient  for  my  present  pmiwie  tO'a(Mule,itbataeither  tbe  late  i>r.*  Bailiie, 
nor  yonr  colleagues  Brs.  Warren,  Tatner^  or  Ii^rifl,<eTer  ventored  upon  sueh 
ameastire,  wlien* their teedieal  sorvknife 'wdpe'Teqnosted  along  with. mine;  <and 
it  woald,  pertiaq^,  -have  been  morcfenitAUe.sto  a  person  in  your  prolessional 
station  to  have  imitatied  their  example^  than  io  liave  formed  a  rule  for 
yourself. 

As  far  as  concerns  ne  indiihiuallj>  it  is  teaJly  a«iattor  of  perfect  indiffer- 
ence whether  I  am  in  ftUure  to  meet  in  eeosultttioa  with  tlie  fellows  pf  your 
College,  or  am  to  lose  their  services  in  cases  of  danger  or  obscurity.  London 
happily  contains  many  phyiieiims  oat  Of  the  pale  of  your  corporation,  in  whose 
skill  invalids  may  safely  confide. 

Under  this  impression,  my  first  determination  was  wholly  to  overlook  the 
contents  of  your  note,  addressed  to  the  mother  of  my  patient;  but,  on  refer- 
ring to  the  |>urport  of  it,  a  few  nights  since*  in  n  large  party  of  physicians, 
who,  in  the  phraseology  of  your  College,  are  denominated  *'  alien!  homines," 
I  became  convinced  of  my  error*  Indeed,  it  now  appears  to  me  that,  in  fol- 
lowing the  bent  of  my  inclination,  I  should  have  neglected  the  duty  I  owe  to 
my  alma  mater  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and  to  my  bi^thren  the  **  aGen" 
physicians  established  thron^wut  the  Briti&h  dominions,  as  well  as  to  the 
public  at  large. 

Deeply  interested  in  the  questions  at  issue  between  the  medical  graduates 
of  England  and  of  all  other  cotmtrie9, 1  shall  now  call  your  attention  to  some 
of  tlie  reasons  which  have  led  me  uniformly  to  resist  tlie  arrogated  powers  of 
the  London  College.  In  opposing  them,  I  am  neither  influenced  by  hostility 
nor  prejudice.  My  chief  aim  is  to  relieve  myself  and  brethren  from  the  de- 
gradations imposea  upon  ud. 

Among  the  reasons  which  have  influenced  me  to  adopt  my  present  course, 
it  will  be  sufficient  to  state— -first,  that,  unless  I  have  been  miainfurmed, 
every  candidate  for  your  licence  is  obliged,  on  his  bended  knees,  to  swear 
obedience  to  the  laws  and  i:egul^tions  of  tlte  College,  though,  by  a  refinement 
in  iegisUition,  as  far  as  I  know  peculiar  to  yourselves,  he  is  not  suffered  to 
read  them  either  before  or  afler  he  has  complied  with  the  oath.  If  such  be 
ihe  case,  I  cannot  help  giving  it  as  my  deliberate  opinion  that  the  ceremony 
is  equally  dishonourable  to  the  parties  who  require^  and  to  those  who  submit 
•4o  this  preposterous  exhibition. 

Secondly.  Another  iuHuperable  objection  to  the  College  licence  is  founded 
on  your  arbitrary  and  illegal  by-laws.  According  to  my  interpretation  of  the 
medical  statutes,  the  College  of  Physicians  is  equally  open  to  the  graduates 
of  every  university.  It  possesses  no  distinction  of  rank,  though  the  highest 
has,  by  a  series  of  encroachments,  been  limited  to  the  physicians  of  Oxford 
and  Cambridge,  while  a  lower  grade  has  been  forced  upon  all  other  physicians. 
These  are  some  of  the  numerous  objections  which  1  feel,  and  wliich  make 
it  impossible  for  me,  uuder  tlic  present  constitution  of  the  College,  to  apply 
for  their  licence.  Should  the  CoUef^e  still  be  of  opiuion,  as  they  formerly 
professed  to  maintain,  that  they-  can  legally  compel  the  acceptance  of  a 
licence,  or  the  disconliauance  of  practice,  I  beg  them  to  be  assured  that  T  am 
perfectly  ready  to  try  the  question,  whenever  £ey  may  think  proper  to  afl'ord 
methe  opportunity.  I  must,  however,  in  the  mean  time,  strongly  remonstrate 
against  the  custom.of  eadeavourioa  to  obtain  their  olyectby  a  course  injurious 
to  medical  science,  and  pntiudicial  to  the  communitv. 

You  may  possibly  be  aware  that  I  formerly  stated  the  same  sentiment^  to 
Dr.  Baillie,  and  after  his  death  to  Dr.  Turner.  I  did  not  omit  on  either  oc- 
.casiou  to  add,  that  the  fellows  were,  in  uiy.  opinion,  highly  culpable  in  making 
regulations  which  they  dare  not  attempt  to  entprce  iu  a  court  of  law« 
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As  my  8«otiments  remalo  nfkaltered,  I  embrace  the  opportoirity  which- yon 
have  ctforcM  me^  to  reiMir  «iy  Dffier  IhraBgh  yoa  to  the  C9lleflt».  Should  the 
chaHenge  be  at  leikgth  accepted,  I  |iledge  myaelMo  •carry  the  iiiU  to  a  fall 
bearmg  and  final  decision. 

^  In  repeatms  vy  oHerfer  the  thinl  time,  I  deaira  t»  remiad  yon  that  I  bave^ 
hitherto  been  content  to  assert  my  own  privileges  and  independence,  when' 
they  were  nmioeeiBarily  aiBailed«  But,  i^erso  RMmy  provocations,  I  bow 
Ihmk  myself  oaHed  npon«paily  tooHianj  formyatlf  and  coUeac«es»  aU  the 
rights  and  privil^cs  of  BrttMi  sahyeeu,  agreeably  to  tbe  nnioa  of  the  two 
hingdows.  Td  an  BagNshmai,  it  appeaW  ,to  b#  HOPOvtban  absnrd  and  lidi- 
colons  that  he  shaold  be  supposed  to  ha«e  tosfcaify  «f  his  natural  righU  by 
▼isitiog  another  portion  of  the  aamn  kingdooi  merely  to  qualify  himself  for  the 
duties  of  a  pfofisAion,  the  knowledge  of  which  he  toold  no  where  acquire  itt 
his  own  part  of  the  country. 

If  thd  fellows  slndl  stiU  think  fit  to  Jedtee  ihoioontest,  an  enlightened 
public  cannot  fw\  to  appvectaCetheirieal  mottveo,  however  they  may  be  dis^ 
gined  or  concealed. 

' '  At  A)r  the  graduates  of  'my  orders  they  wili  not  be  slow  to  perceive  the 
folly  of  connecting  themselves  with  an  incorporation!  from  which  they  must 
ai^erwaiYis  expect  to  receive  onl^  marks  of  neglect,  of  opposition,  or  of 
hnmiliation. 

I  think  myself  entitled  explicitly  to  inqaim  from  yon,  on  this  occasion, 
whether,  in  tefasing  to  meet  me  in  consultation,  yon  considered  yourself  as 
acting  dtscretionally,  or  mider  an  indispensable  obligation  imposed  on  you  by 
the  by-laws  of  the  College. 

I  l)eg  leave  to  add,  in  conclusion,  that,  nnless  I  receive  a  satisfactorx  answer 
in  the  space  of  a  month,  either  from  von  ov  the  College,  to  the  several  allesta- 
tions  contained  in  this  letter,  I  shall  reel  it  my  duty  tp  publish  it,  for  the  in- 
formation and  guidance  of  my  brethren,  wherever  they  may  be  sitaated< 

I  am.  Sir,  yonr  obedient  fanmble  servant^ 

(Signed)  EDWARD  HARRISON. 

T6  Dr.  Ckt»nber$y  Bro&k-ttreit. 

Copy  of  Dr.CuAMBBBs'  Answer  io  Dr.  HAaaisoN's  Letter. 

Brook-Mireit :  JIfcy  i4<A,  1897. 
9it',<-riiave  to  acktiowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  the  18th  of 
May,  which  only  reached  me  this  afCernoon. 
In  answer  to  it,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  do  not  feel  myself  called  upon  to 
.  enter  into  the  discussion  of  the  qoesfions  which  yeri  conceive  to  be  at  issue 
between  the  College  of  Physidans  and  yourself. 

I  have  only  to  say  as  to  myself,  ijiat,  in  refusing  to  meet  yoe  in  consnlta- 
tron,  I  acted  in  obedience  to  a  positive  regnlation  of  the  College;  and  that  it 
is  a  matter  of  indifference  to  me  whether  you  publish  your  letter  on  the  sub* 
jeet  or  not. 

I  am.  Sir,  yonr  ihost  oYyedient,  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  W<  F.  CHAMBERS. 

To  Dr,  Harrison. 

Although  Dr.  Qiarabera  declares,  that;  **  in  refusing  to  meet  me  in  consul- 
tation, he  act^d  in  obedience  to  a  powtive  regntatibn  of  the  College,"  will  he 
venture  to  maintain  tliat  he  has  never  evaded  this  positite  regulation,  or  by- 
law, during  his  connexion  with  that  body?  I  have,  as  already  observed,  been 
joioed  in  practice  with  no  fewer  than  four  fellows  during  my  short  residence 
in  London.  I  may  now  add,  that  from  Dr.  Chambers  alone  have  I  encoun- 
tered a  refusal.  I  have  also  said,  that  the  alien  physician,  an  old  metropolitan 
practitioner,  wno  supplied  the  Doctor's  i^Iace,  is  in  the  constant  habit  of 
meeting  the  felfows  professionally.    After  stating  these  facts,  I  shall  not  ex- 

Siate  further  upon  the  glaring  incongruities  and  absurdities  of  the  fellows, 
nt  leave  them  to  explain  their  motives,  and  to  fornr  their  own  justification. 
3dly.  Do  the  fellows  ever  decline  to  consult  with  surgeons,  on  cases  strictly 
medical?    Physicians  had  formerly  the  whole  management  of  constitutional 
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lOitfWited  to  tiMM;  ia4  mtte  alto  aypMi^d  to»  at  tlie  denier  rflwrt, 
M  twgery.  But  to  ot«pletely  we  tbe  ttUvt  now  tamed  in  thete  ntpecis, 
tint,  wbile  tke  targcoii  openly  beerdt  the  doctor  in  medioil  praettce,  Iw  is 
jealoas  of  the  tmaliest  encroMliMent  npon  his  own  department.  Many  exam- 
ples of  recent  date  mifs^t  be  given  in  snpport  of  thtee  aMertiont.  As  regards 
4he  former,  tbe  reader  cannot  hnVe  forgotten  tliat  two  individaals,  of  the 
bigbest  medical  and  surgical  rank,  were  lately  in  ooiyoiat  attendance,  for 
leyeral  saccessive  weeks,  upon  two  distingnished  and  very  exalted  characters. 
One  of  tbe  cases  was  pnrely  medical,  and  tbe  snrgical  treatment  of  tbe  other 
was  so  meonsiderable,  tet  tbe  sorgeon  could  only  be  wanted  for  his  medical 
tkUL 

Sdly.  According  to  present  usage  in  this  country,  the  ordnmry  practice  of 
physic  is  almost  entirely  confided,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  family  apothe- 
cary.   Tbe  physician  is  only  thought  of  when  the  ease  becomes  alarmmg  or 
tedious.    Aner  his  intrednction,  tbeir  visits  are  continued  in  accordance,  and 
the  two  share  tbe  responsibility  between  them. 

4thly.  Upon  what  justifiable  groundi^  then,  can  the  fellows  refuse  to  be 
nnited  inconanltation  with  the**  independent  pbysieiao,"  whilst  they  have  no 
beiitaUon  in  freely  consulting  with  tbe  surgeon  aind  apothecary. 

5thly.  In  a  coUoquiai  Cfanveruuion  with  the  late  Dr.  BailHe,  so  long  ago  as 
the  month  of  June,  18:^1,  wbile  we  were  engaged  upon  the  case  of  a  young 
lady,  1  folly  explained  my  opinion  of  the  Leodon  College  of  Physicians,  as 
alluded  to  in  my  letter  to  Dr.  Gbamben.  Tins  was  the  third  patient,  after 
my  arrival  in  London,  who  had  called  for  our  joint  assisuuce*  As  the  Doctor 
bad  never  omitted,  on  former  occasions,  to  recommend  my  application  for 
the  College  licence,  I  determined  at  this  interview,  if  a  good  opening  occur- 
red, to  assign  my  reasons  for  declining  to  comply  with  his  urgent  solicitations. 
The  opportunity  being f^ven,  I  avowed  it, as  my  deliberate  conviction,  aris- 
ing from  legal  inqniries  and  a  careful  investigation  of  the  subject — 

1st  That  the  CoUq^e  of  PhyaieiaBt  is,  according  to  tbe  laws  of  tbe  realm, 
and  charter  of  King  Henry  tbe  Eif^th,  equally  open  to  the  medical  graduates 
of  ever^  university.  I  added,  that  it  was,  in  point  of  fiu;t,  oondncted  upon 
tbb  principle,  from  the  first  establishment  in  15S3  to  about  the  middle  of  tbe 
last  century,  including  a  period  of  more  than  <00  years* 

Sd^.  That,  at  this  eventful  era,  a  predominant  party  of  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge  physicians,  unfortunately  for  medical  science  and  the  true  interests  of 
tbeir  professional,  had  the  temerity  to  narrow  the  by-laws,  in  order  to  pro- 
note  tbeir  own  selfish  views.  On  referring  to  the  exact  time  when  tUese  r^n- 
latipns  were  enacted,  we  are  led  to  believe  that  they  were  chiefly  intendedto 
check  tlie  rising  procperity  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  Had  the  College 
Ibrmed  tbeir  excludina  by-laws  anterior  to  the  British  union,  something  might 
perhaps  have  been  advanced  in  extenuation  of  their  conduct ;  though,  in  as 
much  as  the  healing  art  is  the  production  of  no  particuhu  soil,  it  would  be 
absurd  to  attempt  to  confine  its  cultivation  within  the  limits  of  any  district. 
But  no  sooner  were  the  two  nations  consolidated  into  one  kingdom,  than  it 
became  tbe  bounden  dutv  of  every  citizen  to  efiace  local  distinctions,  and 
promote  harmony  through  the  land. 

3dly.  That  the  College  was  extremely  culpable  in  making  by-laws,  which 
they  durst  not  endeavour  legally  to  enrarce. 

4tbly.  That  it  was^due  to  themselves,  and  to  the  physicians  of  my  order, 
either  to  try  tlie  validity  of  their  present  regulations,  or  to  make  such  as  they 
would  be  able  to  defend, 

5thly.  That,  fully  satisfied  with  the  stability  oi  my  own  position,  I  was 
ready,  whenever  the  College  were  pleased  to  attack  my  station,  to  defend  it 
with  legjal  and  constitutional  weapons. 

Such  was  the  purport  of  my  conference  with  Dr.  Baillie,  at  onr  last  inter- 
view; and  a  similar,  though  less  extended,  conver^ation  took  place,  in  the 
year  18'i4,  between  Dr.  Turner  and  myself.  Having  subsequently  been  met 
in  consultation  both  by  Drs.  Paris  and  Warren,  judge  of  my  surprise  on  re- 
ceiving a  positive  refiisal  in  the  person  of  Dr.  Chambers. 
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Haviiig  given  imertioii  to  the  above  oarres^endeace,  in  cmupUance  with 
tlie  request  of  Dr.  Harri0oii,  we  takrlca^e  to^otffer  A  ftw  observations  upon  it. 

Two  questions  nalaMljr  safges*  th«inialfes<  Wtfm  Its  p«rttftil^  iiifst,  whe- 
ther the  Fellows  of  the  Collega  of  Phytiiphmn^'iht,  or'oaght  ifot,  to  tn^ct  in 
consuitation  phyaieiaBS  who  are  net  Meenttatesr  and^  aecondljr,  whether  the 
College  ooght,  or  oaght  not,  to  proceed  agsinst  those  whoreAise  to  sobmit  to 
their  jurisdiction?  ^       -,*    ^   •     '.  i 

It  appears  tohava  l>een  ckarlf  esjUMiAed  b^fispesfted  deci^ons  in  a  conrt, 
of  law,  that  the  Callege  of  P)ffeimtishavo  power  tofsgnlate  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  Londou'.aMl  Hb  ehviroaavand  to  lavy«ertslh>  ^nti  upon  those  vfW 
practise  without  a  license.  This  has  no  reference  whatever  to  the  opiver^ity 
at  which  the  degree  has  boon  obtaifled»  but  Is  a  general  pHrilege  Of  catlrag 
before  them  every  individual  who  may  practise  as  a  physician  in  London. 
The  circumstance  of  the  oniveraity  atwhicfa  ho  Ims  been  edneated  determines 
whetlier  the  individial  is  to  be  admitted  as  a  fellow  or  lioentiate;  hot  a  de* 
gree  merely,  although  from  either  of  the  Engiab  mnversilies,  gives  no  power 
to  practise  in  the  metr^poliik  Most  physicians^  when  they  come  to  settle  in 
London,  so  far  acquiesce  in  this  view  as  to  present  tlieraselvefi  for  eaamraation, 
and  look  upon  their  doing  30  as -a  ptetimhiapf  slep'towards  entering  into  bn- 
smess.  The  CoUegc*  us  eaercasia^  this  privHegiry  stand  pledged  in  this 
respect  to  those  whoanhmit  to  their aotborilyi  that  they^ire  bound  to  extend  ttf 
tliem,  as  far  as  possible,  thoadvantagesiwhldi  they  profess  to  have  bestowed. 
It  is»  therefore,  obviously  both  the  dotymatfl  the  Interest  of  the  College  to 
make  a  distisoiion  betwean  tho^e  physidans  who  .bsvo  «  license  and  those 
who  have  bo^4  S%  is  pfohaUy>wiilli.thi»  ww  thai  <the>ffegfriation  was  esta* 
blished,  prohibiting,  fellows  ikons  meetiag  lliooo  who  are  not  fioeiitiates.  Dr. 
Harrison  gives  jihe  nam^s  of  seiieral  leltowo  who,  notwithstanding -this  rega-; 
lation,  have  met  him  in  consuitation^  Nowr  we  caimot  hot  think  that  the 
College  do  an  act  of  great  hvnttiee^  both  to  those  fellows  who  act  ap  totheiif 
regnUitioQS*  ond  still  .more  to  the:  liecakiates,  whose  interests  are  thiis 
directly  ii»j|Ured»  in  aliowiag  their  ownmemheca  (whom  surely-  they  can  con- 
trol) to  recognise  equal^  thoae  who  aeknowiedge'  and>  thoeewfao  toatema 
their  anthority;.  ,      .1      .    •   - 

With  regard  to  the  second  qaestion,  ito  answer  la  i«felvod  in  that  of  the 
first.  Jf  th<y  are  institoied  tha  guardians  of  laedioal  pfaellce»  and,>  acting 
upon  this,  subject  to  esamioatioDy  and  to  the  payment  of  oertaln  fees,  those 
who  wish  to  practise  itgatti^  they,  ought  undoutitedly  tis  proceed  against  those 
who  prefer  practj/sing  in  a  maagner  which  the  College  holds  •  to  be  iUegAt,*^  ^. 
Nay,  nu>re,  they  must  do  so:  otherwise,  plNslcianawill  *o  Icoiger  acknow* 
ledge  a  power,— whera  the  acknowledgment  affords^ no- pretectiou,  and  the 
refusal  to  do  so  incurs  no  penalty.    .:.">.- 

Why  the  College  do  not  at  once  vuidicate  theur  authority,  by  nros^cnting 
those  who  practise  without  a  licensei  is  a  question  which  it  is  not  lor  us  to  an" 
swer.  We  httve  b^en  toM  that  the  re<piisite  proof  of  practising  is  not  always 
to  be  obtained,  aud  also  that  the  penalty  incusred  bf  the  ofren<ter  isinade* 
c|uate  to  the  prevooUon  of  the  ofience*  But,  in  the  present  instance,  th< 
former  difficulty  can  scarcely  exist,  as  Dr.  HarriBOO,  if  sincere  iohis  wisli^to 
bring  the  matter  to  a  legal  decision,  wtU  acWt  the  fact  of  bis  practising  f*  Knd^ 
vrith  respect  to  the  latter,  we  must'>be  allowed  to  say  that  it  v^  he  time 
enough  to  ipsUt  upon  tlie  inadequnoy  of  the  line  when  It  has  been'  actmdly 
levied.  .     . 

It  is  notorious  that  there  is  more  than  one  physician  now*  practising  in  des- 
pite of  the  College ;  and  it  is  imperative  on  them,  theoe^Dre^  to  exercise  whatever 
power  they  haye,  or  ebe  the  evaniple  will  be  followed  by  others^  and  the  nom* 
Dcr  who  take  their  license  will  very  speedily  diminish. 

*  Wo  believe  that,  to  prove  tlie  fact  of  any  one  practi^iug  as  »  ^hjrsicnni 
it  is  generally  necessary  to  bring  iforward  one  or  more  of  his.pEescriptions«-t<* 
In  the  present  case,  where  Dr.  Harrison  thus  publicly  acknowledges  that  he  > 
does  practice,  we  cannot  suppose  any  other  evidence  to  be  requbite. 
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COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

The  petition  respectinf^  tlie  College  of  Srirgeons  bas  at  length  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Honse  of  Commons,  and,  as  the  subject  mnst  be  intereHting  to 
most  of  oor  readers,  we  subjoin  the  particalars  from  die  Times  of  Tlmrsday, 
June  21. 

Mr.  Warborton  rose  to  move  for  the  prodaction  of  certain  papers 
connected  with  this  establishment.  In  the  year  1797,  application  was 
made  by  this  corporation  for  an  Act,  which,  among  others,  contained 
the  extraordinary  clause  of  securing  to  then^selves  the  monopoly  of  lec- 
turing on  surgery.  This  clause  was  however,  as  it  ought  to  have 'been, 
scouted.  Ever  since  that  time,  however,  they  have  been  endeavouring,  by 
by-laws,  to  get  this  power  secured  to  tiiein,  wliicli  had  appeared  so  monstrous 
to  Parliament;  and  the  persons  composing  the. council,  being  for  the  most 
part  connected  with  hospitald,  fonnd  it  their  interest  to  support  these  by-laws. 
They  had  passed  a  law  by  which  they  refused  to  acknowledge  any  other 
schools  of  surgery  than  those  of  London,  Dublin,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and 
Aberdeen.  If  a  person  attended  a  provincial  hospital,^  he  must  produce  a 
certificate  of  two  years :  if  it  should  be  a  London  hospital,  one  year  was  suf- 
ficient. Now  two  out  df  these  five  schools  notoriously  afforded  no  facilities 
for  the  study  of  anatomy,  in  consequence  of  tlie  difficulty  of  obtaining  sub- 
jects for  dissection.  There  remained,  therefore,  only  three  schoob  for  the 
study  of  anatomy.  The  College  of  Surgeons  also  refused  to  take  any  certifi- 
cate of  attendance  at  foreign  schools,  however  distinguished  they  might  be. 
Another  ground  of  complaint  was,  that  the  Hnnterian  museum  and  library, 
which  had  been  purchased  for  tlie  College  with  the  public  money,  were  open 
to  the  pnblic  only  for  two  days  in  the  week.  Then,  again,  there  was  no  cata- 
togue  of  the  library,  without  which  the  library  itself  was  nearly  useless.  He 
likewise  understood  that  some  manuscripts  left  by  Mr.  Hunter  had  been 
voluntarily  destroyed  by  fire;  a  proceeding  which  required  some  explanation. 
The  honourable  member  concluded  1^  moving  (br  a  return  of  all  sums  of  money 
granted  by  govemraent-to  the  College,  from  1799  to  the  present  period,  for 
thepurdiase  of  the  Hunterian  Museum,  and  for  the  repairs  of  the  College; 
also  for  a  rctarn  of  tlie  number  of  persons  rejected  upon  examination  ;  and 
likewise  for  a  retnm  of  the  receipts  from  fees  and  other  sources,  and  expendi- 
ture of  the  College. 

MrrW.  Smith  said,  lie  was  aware  that  another  honourable  member  had 
been  requested  to  present  the  petition  which  the  honourable  member  had  that 
evening  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  House;  but  he  declined  to  do  so,  be- 
t»Hse  he  found,  upon  inquiry,  that  almost  every  charge  preferred  by  the  peti- 
tioners rested  upon  no  better  foundation  than  feelings  of  persbnal  pique.  He 
was , convinced  that,  whenever  the  investigation  which  was  called  for  should 
take  place,  the  College  would  satisfactorily  rebut  all  the  accusations  which  had 
been  brought  against  them.  As  to  what  had  fiilien  from  the  honourable  mem- 
ber with  respect  to  a  catalogue,  be  could  state  from  his  own  knowledge,  that 
Mr.  Cliff,  the  distinguished  anatomist,  was  preparing  one. 

Mr.  Peel  said,  he  was  a  trustee  of  the  Hunterian  Museum,  and  injustice  to 
the  council  of  the  College  he  was  bound  to  state,  that  having,  before  he  left 
office,  discussed  with  t£em  every  complaint  preferred  in  the  petition,  they 
professed  their  willingness  to  remove  every  one  of  them  tliat  appeared  to  be 
reasonable.  He  went  over  the  complaints  with  the  council  seriatim^  and  for 
some  of  tlrase  now  preferred  there  no  longi^r  exi<>ted  any  foundation  ;  for  the 
grievances  (real  or  supposed)  had  at  once  been  redressed.  One  of  the  com- 
plaints regarded  the  entrance  to  the  college  by  a  particular  door;  one  party 
asserting  their  right  to  enter  by  it,  and  another  party  disputing  that  right. 
He  advssed  the  council  to  concede  the  point,  and  his  advice  was  followed. 
With  respect  to  the  funds,  he  stated  his  opinion  that  they  ought,  like  other 
great  public  bodies,  to  publish  a  quarterly  account  of  the  moneys  received  by 
them,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  appropriated :  the  council  at 
once  agreed  to  what  he  proposed.  A  catalogue  was  being  prepared  by  one  of 
tlie  most  able  men  who  could  be  selected  for  such  a  task,  and  the  work  was 
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already  in  a  state  of  great  forwardness.    It  was  owin^  to  the  preparation  of 
thb  catalogue  tliat  strangers  were  not  admitted  at  present  to  tlie  library 
•ftener  than  twice  a*week ,  but  the  momei^t  it  was  completed  they  would  be 
admitted  fonr  times  a-week.    The  examinations  which  took  place  at  the  .Col- 
lege were  not  matters  of  snch  light  Importance  as  the  honourable  member 
considered  tliem.   They  were,  in  fact,  very  severe  scratinies,  and  the  instances 
of  rejection  were  nnmerons.  The  examinations,  too,  were  condncted  openly, 
and  not  in  private,  as  the  honoarable  member  had  asserted.    The  destrootion 
of  Mr.  Hunter's  manuscripts  was  the  act  of  that  gentleman's  execntpr,  who 
thongbt  it  essential  to  his  fame  tliat  they  should  be  destroyed.    The  council 
wished  to  preserve  them,  but  found  that  they  had  no  legal  power  to  interfere. 
'I'ke  right  honourable  gentleman  then  read  an  extract  from  a  memorial  which 
had  been  drawn  up  in  favour  of  the  College  by  Mr.  Brodie,  Mr.Travers,  Mr. 
Davies,  and  Mr.  Qieen,  which  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of  approval  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  institution  was  conducted.    Tliere  was  one  point  of 
great  importance  connected  with  this  subject:  he  aUuded  to  the  dimculty  of 
procoring  snbjecia  for  anatomy,  without  which  it  was  impossible  the  science 
could  be  taught.    It  was  iui^ain  to  attempt  to  supply  the  want  of  human 
subjects  by  figures  formed  of  wax  or  wood.    The  dimculty  of  procuring  sub- 
jects resalted  from  feelings  which  it  was  impossible  not  to  respect,  particularly 
among  the  poorer  classes.    The  subject  was  one  which  had  occupied  much  of 
his  attention,  because  he  was  aware  that  it  constituted  an  obstacle  to  the  ad 
vaocemeut  of  sciences  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  human  race*    A 
person  destined  for  the  sui|(ical  profession,  instead  of  receiving  his  education 
w  London  or  Edinburgh,  was  now  compelled  to  resort  to  Paris  for  that  par- 
pose.    The  law,  as  it  at  presept  stood,  by  enacting  that  the  bodies  of  mur^ 
derers  only  slionld  become  subjects  for  dissection,  encouraged  the  existing 
ppejndices  of  the  people..    This  was  the  opinion  of  an  eminent  surgeon,  Mr. 
HodsoB,  who  practised  m  the  cou«tff|r,  but  was  iofsrior  to  none,  of  bis  compe- 
titors in  ta)e«t.    It  had  occurred  to' him  ^t  it  would  be  an  improvonent  of  the 
present  system  to  introduce  an  Act  of  Parliament,  to  provtdO'tlMU  the  bodies 
of  all  persons  convicted  of  felonies,  who  should  die  in  prisons  or  odier  public 
estabiisliments,  should  be  delivered  up  for  disaeetion*    If  this  were  considered 
an  aggravatioQ  of  punishment,  it  might,  in  the  acknowledged  difficulty  of 
finding  a  substitution  for  the  ponishment  ofdeiith,  be  employed  as  a  means  of 
mitigating  the  severity  of  the  criminal  code.    The  right  honourable  gentleman 
concluded  with  eipressing  bis  intention,  to  accede  to  the  motioo»  not  because 
there  was  the  slightest  ground  of  accusation  against  the  College,  biit  because 
he  thought  Parliament  had  a  right  to  be  iuformed  of  the  proceedings  of  an 
institution  which  had  received  a  grant  of  public  money* 

Sir  J.  YoRKE.suggested  the  propriety  of  passing  an  Act  of  Parliament  to 
allow  people  to  sell  Iheirown  bodies,  and  those  of  their  relatives. 

After  a  few  words  from  Loixl  BiNtiiNC,  Mr*  H.  Gurnst,  and.  Mr*  8. 
BointNE,  the  motion  was  agreed  to* 


NEW  STYPTIC. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Medico-Botanical  Society,  holden 
lately,  (Sir  James  M'Grigor,  the  president,  in  the  chair,)  Mr.  Frost 
brought  before  their  notice  a  specimen  of  a  plant  termed  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Pern  MatUa,  and  used  by  them  as  an  external  styptic.  It  appears  to  be  a 
species  of  Piper.  Its  leaves  are  of  a  cordate  shape,  and  very  lomentose  on 
their  under  surfaces.  They  are  coarsely  pulverised,  and  in  this  way  exter- 
nally applied.  We  hope,  at  some  future  period,  to  lay  before  our 'readers 
some  further  account  of  it. 


Dr.  Baring  TON  lias  been  appointed  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians.  In  this  nomination,  the  College  and  tlie  new  Fellow  mutuftlly 
give  and  receive  honour. 
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MONTHLY  LIST  OP  MEDICAL  BOOKS. 

[Jfo  booii  eon  be  entered  on  this  litt  eacept  thote  teni  to  utfor  the  purpose;  at^  in  the  lUt 
hitherto  trannnUted^  the  namet  of  workt^have  frequently  been  gioen  tu  publwted,  lohkA  have 
not  appeared  for  weehtt  or  even  montho,  q/7«r.] 

Commentaries  on  some  of  the  more  important  of  tlie  Diseases  of  Females. 
In  three  Parts.    By  Marsuali.  Hall,  m.d.  f.r.8.b.  &c.&c.— London,  1827. 

Th%  DobliB  Hospital  Reports  and  Commoaicationi  in  Medicine  and  Sur. 
gery.    VoL  IV»— Dnfolin,  18S7. 

A  Case-Book,  for  registering  Cases  and  Occorrences  that  may  be  considered 
important  in  Medical  and  Surgical  Practice. 

*«*  The  compartments  are  too  small;  the  design  is  good. 

Medical  Botany,  No.  VL;  containing  Plates  of  the  Hellebonis  FcetidiH^, 
Arum  Macolatum,  Asamm  Europaenm.  and  Rosmarinns  Officinalis.  ^ 
V 


*  *  AU  excellent. 
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METEOROLOGICAL    JOURNAL^ 
From  Map  3Mh,  to  Jme  2MA,  1837. 
By  Messrs.  Habbis  and<;o.  Matbematleal  liistrement  Makers,  50,  H\g\k  Holbom. 
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The  quantity  of  Rain  faUea  in  the  month  of  May,  was  2inches  and  12.100th8. 


NOTICES. 
The  PaptTM  qf  Dr.  Mobton,  Mr.  Blagsbtt,  Mr.  Hutchijnson,   Mr. 
WicxHAV)  and  Mr.  BROVOHTONy  .are  umtwridMy  poilp<med. 
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For  many  fortunate  discoveries  In  medicine,  and  for  the  detection  of  nnmeroas  errors,  the 
world  is  indebted  to  the  rapid  clrealation  of  Monthly  Journals }  and  there  never  existed 
any  work,  to  which  the  Faenl^,  In  Europe  and  America,  were  auder  deeper  obligations, 
than  to  the  Medical  and  PhysicalJournal  of  London,  now  forming  a  long,  but  an  invaluable, 
series.-.KUSH. 


ORIGINAL    PAPERS, 

AND 

CASES  OBTAINED  FROM  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS  AND  OTHER 

AUTHENTIC  SOURCES. 


ANEURISM  OF  THE  AORTA. 

In  oar  last  Number  we  gave  some  cases  of  rupture  of  the 
aorta  without  aneurism:  we  now  subjoin  some  cases  illustrat- 
ing the  phenomena  presented  by  aneurism  of  that  vessel 
terminating  in  rupture.  Perhaps,  the  circumstance  most 
worthy  of  remark  is  the  absence  of  any  considerable  inconveni- 
ence till  within  a  very  short  period  of  death.  In  the  first  case, 
the  patient  (who  was  of  the  highest  rank  in  the  Spanish  army, 
and  made  a  very  distinguished  figure  during  the  early  part  of 
the  Peninsular  campaign,)  led  a  life  of  constant  bodily  an/ 
mental  exertion. 

The  subject  of  the  second  case  followed  a  laborious  pro- 
fession to  t|ie  last,,  andy  up  to  the  hour  of  his  death,  took 
exercise  of  a  kind  requiring  great  exertion,  which  he  accom- 
plished without  any  apparent  difficulty.  It  is,  perhaps, 
worthy  of  remark,  as  connected  with  his  case,  that  he  was 
in  the  habit  of  doing  this  very  frequently  during  the  last  two 
years  of  his  life. 

The  third  case  is  remarkable  from  having  assumed  the 
appearance  of  stricture  of  the  oesophagus,  and  from  the  rup- 
ture taking  place  into  that  tube,  so  as  to  fill  the  stomach  with 
blood. 

In  our  Collectanea  will  be  found  a  fourth  case,  from  an 
American  Journal,  in  which  aneurism  of  the  abdominal  aorta 
burst  into  the  intestinal  canal. 

No,  3iif.— Na*  14,  New  Series,  O 
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Case  of  Aneurism  oftfie  Aorta  which  burst  into  the  Pericardium. 

By  T.  ftosE,  Esq. 

Op  the  17th  January,  1811,  a  Spanish  officer  of  distinction^ 
.\7hilst  walking  through  a  room  in  his  quarters  at  Cartaxo,  after 
breakfast,  was  suddenly  attacked  with  most  excruciating  pains 
darting  through  his  chest,  attended  with  a  sense  of  suffocation  and 
great  difficulty  of  breathing.  I  was  sent  for,  and  saw  him  in  half 
an  hour  after  he  was  taken  ill.,  I  found  him  in  bed,  restless  and 
alarmed,  breathing  short,  with  the  greatest  anxiety,  and  unable  to 
distend  the  lungs,  or  even  to  attempt  doing  so.  His  pulse  was 
about  110.  The  pains  shooting  through  his  chest  had  someivhat 
abated  before  I  got  to  him,  but  were  still  very  severe.  By  quiet- 
ing his  mind,  the  oppressive  feelings  and  difficulty  of  breathing 
began  to  wear  off.  Towards  the  afternoon,  and  during  the  whole 
of  the  night,  he  perspired  freely,  and^all  the  symptoms  gradually 
left  him. 

He  had  never  had  any  similar  attack,  and  his  health  previous  to 
the  present  one  had  been  excellent.  He  was  constantly  taking 
violent  exercise,  without  pain  or  inconvenience ;  had  never  been 
affected  by  complaints  in  his  chest,  by  palpitations  about  his  heart, 
nor  by  any  thing  which  could  at  all  assist  me  in  ascertaining  the 
cause  of  the  severe  attack  he  had  just  experienced. 

As  his  bowels  were  very  costive,  and  had  been  so  for  several 
days,  I  ordered  him  some  opening  medicines,  and  watched  care- 
fully for  any  further  symptoms  which  might  occur. 

He  had  slight  exacerbations  of  fever  towards  evening,  for  two 
or  three  days  after  the  17th,  attended  with  a  good  deal  of  pain  in 
his  stomach  and  bowels,  which  were  moved  with  great  difficulty. 
On  free  evacuations  being  procured,  all  these  pains  left  him,  and 
he  was  gradually  gaining  strength. 

On  the  evening  of  thie  20th,  I  observed,  for  the  first  and  only 
time,  an  irregularity  in  his  pulse:  it  intermitted  every  second  beat. 
He  had  slight  headache  that  evening  ;  and  he  informed  me  next 
day  that  he  had  felt,  during  the  early  part  of  the  night,  a  good  deal 
of  what  he  called  rheumatic  pain,  shooting  from  his  chest  towards 
the  insertions  of  the  pectoral  muscles.  In  the  latter  part  of  the 
night  he  slept  well,  and  was  better  on  the  21st  than  on  any  pre- 
ceding day.  A  physician,  who  had  resided  in  his  family  for  some 
time,  assured  me  that  no  intermission  in  his  pulse  had  ever  before 
been  observed.  I  was  the  more  particular  in  my  inquiries  into 
this,  as  J  could  only  account  for  the  symptoms  in  his  late  attack 
by  supposing  it  to  have  arisen  from  some  obstruction  to  the  cir- 
culation,  in  or  about  the  heart* 

He  sat  up  for  a  short  time  on  the  2 1st  and  22d ;  and  on  the  23d 
he  was  so  far  recovered  that  he  proposed  walking  in  the  course  of 
the  day  to  head-quarters,  which  were  at  the  extremity  of  the  village, 
1  sat  with  him  for  nearly  an  hour  that  morning.     He  was  in  excel- 
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lent  spirits;  said  his  appetite  was  good,  and  that  he  felt  himself 
considerably  stronger  than  he  had  done  since  he  was  taken  ill. 
He  had  sent  off  his  secretary  to  his  army  that  morning;,  which  was 
then  on  its  march  to  Badajos,  and  intended  to  follow  it,  by  easy 
journeys,  next'day  himself. 

I  left  himabout  eleven  a.m.  and  at  one  was  again  called  to  him. 
An  attack,  siriiilar  to  that  of  the  17th,  had  returned.  He  was  sup- 
ported in  bed,  and  the  perspiration  was  dropping  from  his  fore, 
head,  from  the  violence  of  the  pain.  He  referred  it  distinctly  to 
one  spot,  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  sternum.  His  breathing  was 
not  much  affected.  Though  the  pain  was  so  violent,  he  said  it  was 
less  intolerable  than  what  he  had  experienced  on  the  17th.  Fo- 
mentations were  applied,  and  a  small  quantity  of  ether,  with  thirty 
drops  of  laudanum,  given;  but  no  good  effects  ensued.  In  about 
half  an  hour  he  became  more  disturbed,  and  suddenly  fell  back  on 
his  bed,  and  after  three  or  four  gasps  expired. 

The  suddenness  and  mode  of  his  death  left  no  doubt  that  some 
disease  existed  about  his  heart  or  great  vessels.  With  some  diffi- 
culty I  obtained  permission  to  examine  the  body,  which  I  did  on  the 
following  day,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Gunning,  and  of  the 
Spanish  physician  who  had  resided  in  the  family. 

We  found  an  aneurism  of  the  aorta,  about  three  inches  beyond 
the  semilunar  valves,  of  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  egg^  filled  with 
flakes  of  coagulable  lymph.  The  artery  had  burst  at  the  extremity 
of  the  sac  into  the  pericardium;  owing,  apparently,  to  a  sudden 
impetus  of  the  blood,  as  no  appearance  of  ulceration  about  the 
orifice  could  be  perceived:  it  was  merely  a  longijudinal  fissure, 
one-fifth  of  an  inch  in  extent,  and  the  internal  coat  of  the  artery  at 
its  margin  was  smooth,  and  of  a  natural  appearance.  The  coats 
of  the  vessel,  where  they  formed  the  sac,  were  not  a  third  of  their 
usual  thickness.  Specks  of  ossification  were  met  with  in  the  artery, 
from  its  root  to  its  ak-ch.  Through  the  orifice  one  pound  and  a 
half  of  blood  had  flowed  into  the  pericardium,  which  was  com- 
pletely distended. 

No  other  morbid  appearances  were  discovered. 

Case  II.  of  Aneurism  of  the  Aorta,  terminating  in  Rupture  into 

the  Pericardium,     By  Dr.  Hewett. 

A.  B — ,  a  gentleman,  apparently  about  forty  years  of  age,  had 
dined  with  some  friends,  and  had  left  them  in  the  evening,  to 
return  to  his  residence  nof  far  from  town.  An  alarm  was  given 
by  a  female  that  a  gentleman  was  dying  in  the  Park.  He  was 
conveyed  to  St.  George's  Hospital,  but  had  expired  before  his  ar. 
rival.  It  appeared  that  he  had  been  taken  suddenly  ill,  under  cir- 
cumstances of  peculiar  excitement. 

Sectio  cttddveris^  October  29th,  18^6. — T^e  cavity  of  the  peri- 
cardium was  found  distended  with  blood,  which  had  escaped  into 
it  from  an  opening  in  a  small  aneurism^  situated  at  the  origin  of  the 
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aorta,  just  within  tha  portion  of  it  covered  by  the  pericardium. 
Another  aneurism  was  found  arising  from  the  aorta,  very  near, 
but  quite  externally  to  the  bag  of  the  pericardium.  The  former 
aneurism  scarcely  equalled  the  size  of  an  almond ;  the  opening 
from  the  aorta  into  it  was  through  a  narrow  irregular  fissure  in 
the  inner  n^embrane,  of  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  length,  and 
co-extensive  with  the  slightly  elevated  margin  of  a  steatomatous 
deposition,  under  which  there  was  a  passage,  in  an  oblique 
direction,  into  the  little  aneurismal  pouch.  The  bursting  of 
this  aneurismal  pouch  had  opened  a  communication  into  the  ca- 
vity of  the  pericardium,  and  had  caused  instantaneous  death.  The 
second  aneurism  was  larger  and  deeper;  for  it  admitted  the  end 
of  the  thumb  into  the  opening  from  the  aorta,  and  protruded,  form- 
ing a  cul-de-sac  of  an  inch  and  a  half  in  depth,  and  of  the  size  of 
a  small  walnut. 

These  aneurisms  had  obviously  originated  from  some  steatoma- 
tons  depositions  between  the  inner  and  fibrous  coats  of  the  aorta. 

Though  the  neighbouring  portion  of  the  aorta  was  thickly  stud* 
ded  with  similar  steatomatous  formations,  (which  so  frequently 
form  the  matrix  for  the  deposition  of  particles  of  bony  matter 
there,)  still  none  of  these  had  acquired  the  consistence  of  cartl. 
lage,  much  less  the  hardness  of  laminoe  of  bone.  The  inner 
membrane  of  the  aorta,  in  the  spaces  between  these  yellow  steato- 
matous depositions,  was  red,  and  highly  vascular. 

All  the  valves  of  the  heart  were  in  a  perfectly  natural  condition. 
The  brain  also,  and  all  the  other  organs,  presented  their  natural 
appearances. 

Case  III.  Aneurism  of  the  Aortay  which  burst  into  the  (Esophagus. 

Owen  O'Brien,  setat.  thirty-seven,  a  gardener,  admitted  at  St. 
George's  Hospital,  May  2d,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Young. 

We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Hewett  for  the  following  information 
respecting  this  case  also : 

At  the  commencement  of  his  illness,  six  weeks  ago,  he  com- 
plained of  pain  in  the  left  side  of  the  head  and  general  uneasiness, 
which  he  attributed  to  having  caught  cold.  After  a  few  days  he 
had  some  difficulty  of  swallowing,  and  from  the  same  date  a  slight 
cough.  The  difficulty  of  deglutition  continued  to  in(5rease  for 
some  time,  till  he  was  at  last  prevented  from  taking  any  solid  food. 
No  pulsation  was  at  any  time  to  be  felt  in  the  chest,  though  he 
several  times  complained  of  it.  ^  His  pain  was  always  referred  to 
the  right  side  of  the  sternum,  and  he  was  latterly  unable  to  lie  on 
his  left  side.  Pulse  about  sixty,  not  intermitting.  He  died  sud- 
denly, being  found  dead  in  his  bed  by  the  nurse,  on  the  morning 
of  the  26th  May,  with  blood  issuing  from  his  mouUi. 

On  examining  the  body,  an  aneurism  was  found  arising  just 
below  the  point  of  departure  of  the  left  subclavian  artery,  and 
which  had  burst  into  the  oesophagus.  The  stomach  was  distended 
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with  coa^lated  blood;  and  the  air-tubes  of  the  lungs  also  con- 
tained some,  which  appeared  to  have  descended  through  the 
glottis. 

HEMORRHAGE. 

Case  in  which  the  external  Iliac  Artery  was  tied  under  peculiar 
Circumstances^  by  H.  L.  Gibbs,  h.d.  at  the  General  Naval 
Hospital,  St.  Petersburgh. 

Alexis  Katchalof,  eet.  thirty-nine,  a  seaman,  of  robust  make, 
light  hair,  blue  eyes,  and  of  a  scrofulous  complexion,  was  admit-, 
ted  into  the  General  Naval  Hospital  of  St.  Petersburgh,  on  the 
14th  April,  1826,  with  a  small  superficial  ulcer  on  the  pubis,  and 
induration  of  the  mass  of  femoral  and  inguinal  glands  of  the  left 
thigh.  As  this  was  supposed  to  be  syphilitic,  he  was  placed  in  the 
venereal  wards,  though  fortunately,  perhaps,  not  treated  with 
mercury.  The  ulcer  soon  healed;  but  abscesses  formed  from 
time  to  time,  leaving  extensive  infiltrations  below  the  groin. 
The  sinuses  were  occasionally  laid  open,  and  phagedenic  ulceration 
supervened.  Thus  more  than  nine  months  passed  away,  the  health 
of  the  patient  gradually  declining.  In  th^  early  part  of  December^ 
the  fascia  of  the  groin  and  upper  part  of  the  thigh  began  to 
slough,  together  with  the  remainder  of  the  glands.  Under  the 
assiduous  care  of  Dr.  Go^oninof,  this  was  subdued ;  bark,  wine, 
and  mineral  acids,  being  administered ;  and  the  Liquor  Choloreti 
Calcis,  in  the  proportion  of  one  part  to  five  ounces  of  water,  re- 
peatedly and  effectually  used  as  a  lotion. 

By  the  middle  of  January,  1827,  granulation  had  commenced 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  extensive  sore ;  a  small  space  at  the 
centre,  over  the  great  vessels,  excepted.  ' 

Feb.  1st.— Hemorrhagy  from  the  femoral  artery  took  place,  but 
was  speedily  restraine<i  by  the  application  of  the  finger.  My  as- 
sistance was  required,  and,  happening  to  be  at  the  hospital  at  the 
time,  I  soon  secured  the  bleeding  vessel  a  hand*s-breadth  below 
Poupart's  ligament,  by  two  ligatures;  the  one  an  inch. above,  the 
other  as  much  below,  the  ulcerated  aperture,  having  merely  the 
granulations  to  divide  for  this  purpose.  I  cut  the  artery  through 
between  the  ligatures.  The  vessel  at  the  parts  tied  had  no  mor. 
bid  appearance. 

The  patient  now  fell  under  my  care,  and  was  placed  in  a  separate 
room  near  the  operation  theatre.  He  was  in  a  state  of  extreme 
emaciation,  with  hectic  fever  commencing.  The  Inf.  Rosar.  acid, 
with  a  moderate  quantity  of  port-win^,  mixed  with  lemonade,  was 
prescribed.  The  limb  was  covered  with  flannel ;  a  long  narrow 
sack  or  bag  of  heated  bran  placed  on  each  side;  and  a  stone 
bottle  of  warm  water  to  the  sole  of  the  foot. 

9th.—The  limb  warm;  applications  continued.  Very  slight 
oedema  of  the  leg  and  foot.  Appetite  and  general  health  im- 
proved.    At  the  evening  dressing,  the  lower  ligature  came  away. 
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.Feb.  1 0th.— The  upper  ligature  was  thrown  off,  but,  as  before, 
the  hemorrhagy  was  soon  suppressed  by  the  attendant.  During 
my  absence,  the  artery  was  tied  an  inch  and  a  half  higher  up  by 
Dr.  Goroninof.  Above  this  part  the  groin  was  occupied  by  a 
callous  cicatrix  extending  across  it.  From  this  period  to  the 
25th,  all  went  on  to  my  satisfaction ;  the  limb  in  a  favourable  state, 
and  febrile  exacerbations  less  frequent. 

26th. — Early  on  this  day,  whilst  endeaivouring  to  turn  himself  a 
little  in  bed,  a  saltus  took  place ;  but  the  assistant,  being  con- 
stantly on  the  watch,  commanded  the  bleeding  by  pressure  on  the 
inguinal  artery.  It  was  supposed  that  from  eight  to  ten  ounces 
of  blood  had,  on  these  various  occasions,  escaped.  I  lost 
no  time  iif  rendering  assistance,  and,  aided  by  Dr.  Bouialski, 
and  in  presence  of  many  of  the  medical  gentlemen  of  the 
hospital,  proceeded  to  take  up  the  external  iliac  artery. 
As  indurated  glands  were  to  be  traced  for  some  distance  above 
Poupart's  ligament,  I  made  the  incision  much  higher  up  than  is 
usual  in  operating  for  aneurism  in  the  groin.  By  means  of  a  long 
and  well-curved  instrument^  a  strong  round  ligature  was  passed 
under  the  artery,  and  tied  just  below  the  division  of  the  common 
trunk  into  the  two  iliacs.  ^he  wound  was  brought  into  contact  by 
straps  of  adhesive  plaster,  supported  by  compresses  and  bandage. 
The  symptomatic  fever,  subsequent  to  the  operation,  was  of  short 
duration,  and  seemed  to  have  the  good  effect  of  rousing  the  system 
to  fresh  energy  ;  for,  on  the  6th  of  March,  an  evident  amendment 
and  healthy  action  were  obvious.  A  more  generous  diet,  with  wine 
and  small  doses  of  the  Sulphat  of  Quinine,  ordered.  The  limb, 
which  had  been[previously  prepared,  as  it  were,  for  this  operation, 
did  not  manifest  any  change  of  temperature. 

March  8th,  {thirteenth  day  from  the  operation.)— The  ligature 
came  away  with  the  dressings.  The  suppuration  after  this  became 
more  abundant,  and  required  the  use  of  graduated  compresses. 

23d. — Health  and  spirits  considerably  improved.  Limb  regain- 
ing its  strength  [and  plumpnesi^.  The  natural  warmtli  appears  to 
be  returned,  and  he  begins  to  move  the  joints. 

April  2d.—- Cicatrisation  had  extended  nearly  ovfer  the  whole  of 
the  sore  on  the  thigh,  when  an  attack  of  erysipelas  came  on,  and 
the  newly-formed  cuticle  gave  way.  A  dose  of  Calomel,  followed 
up  by  gentle  laxatives,  removed  the  gastric  affection  which  had 
caused  this. 

9th.— The  patient  again  rallied,  and  was  allowed  to  return  gra- 
dually to  a  nourishing  diet.  Decoct.  Cinchonse  PieruV;  cum  Elix. 
Sulph.  aromat.  now  employed.  Wound  healed  at  thfe  lower  part : 
an  infiltration,  however,  which  had  taken  place  between  the  inte- 
gument and  the  external  oblique  muscle,  required*  th^  uSe  of  the 
bistoury.  • 

20tb.— The  sinus  filling  up  with  h^khy  granulations. 
30th.— Wound  of  the  abdomen  healed;  that  below  the  groin 
returned  to  a  healthy  stat^,  and  considerably  reduced  in  size. 
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'  May  14th.— The  limb  of  U>e  natural  heat  .and  appearance,  and, 
were  it  not  for  the  remainder  of  the  sore  and  extensive  cicatrix  on 
the  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  the  patient  would  be  enabled  to  walk 
about  freely 

This  case  may  be  considered  interesting  both  in  a  physio- 
logical and  pathological  point  of  view,  as  it  not  only  forci- 
bly attests  the  wonderful  power  of  nature  in  restoring  circula- 
tion to  an  extremity,  and  that  too  under  the  influence  of 
disease,  but  also  of  causing  the  return '  of  lymph  to  the  body, 
after  the  destruction  of  the  femoral  and  inguinal  glands.  That 
absorption,  is  well  carried  on,  is  evinced  by  the  want  of  oede- 
ma of  the  limb.  How  this  takes  place  I  leave  to  abler  judges 
than  myself  to  decide :  whether  l^y  anastomoses  of  the  deeper- 
seated  lymphatics,  (assisted  by  those  extending  along  the 
buttock,)  or  by  venous  absorption,  the  theory  of  which  may 
appear  to  some  to  be  hereby  corroborated. 

St.Peterthurgh;  15th  May,  1827. 

MIDWIFERY. 

On  the  Re^tLScitation  of  apparently  Still-born  Children,  By  J. 
TooGOOD,  Esq.  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons, 
London. 

Having  recently  met  with  a  case  of  an  apparently  still-bom 
child,  which  was  recovered  after  an  unusual  length  of  time,  I 
am  induced  to  lay  an  account  of  it  before  the  public,  because^ 
from  my  experience  in  many  cases,  I  believe  a  very  large 
proportion  of  children,  apparently  dead-born,  may  be  resusci- 
tated, if  proper  means  be  resorted  to,  and  persevered  in  for  a 
sufficient  length  of  time.  But  the  modes  generally  employed 
to  restore  life,  such  as  immersing  the  infant  in  warm  water, 
friction,  and  pouring  stimulants  down  the  throat,  are  not 
at  all  calculated  to  produce  the  effect  intended;  and,  if  these 
means  do  net  succeed  after  a  short  trial,  all  further  attempts 
are  generally  abandoned.  The  plan  I  always  adopt,  which 
has  never  failed  where  the  child  was  living  during  the  birth, 
is  very  simple,  and  only  requires  perseverance.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, I  shall  not  be  occupying  the  time  of  your  readers  unne- 
cessarily by  detailing  some  successful  cases,  under  circum- 
stances  by  no  means  favourable,  which  I  have  selected  from  a 
great  many  more. 

Grace  White,  a  very  weakly  woman,  far  advanced  in  consump- 
tion, was  seized  in  the  morning  with  uterine  hemorrhage,  which 
continued  slightly  till  the  evening,  when  I  saw  her ;  and,  whilst 
standing  by  her  bed-side,  the  flooding  increased  with  such  violence 
that  I  thought  it  best  to  deliver  her  instantly.  The  child  was  still* 
bom.  As  soon  as  I  had  removed  it  from  the  mother,  and  seen  her  safe 
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from  any  immediate  danger,  I  placed  a  napkin  over  the  child's 
mouth,  and  inflated  its  lungs  from  my  mouth,  pressing  out  the  air 
from  the  chest  afterwards,  and  thus  imitating  natural  respiration. 
After  having  continued  this  process  for  thirty-five  minutes,  the  child 
made  a  very  slight  attempt  to  breathe,  and  the  face  became 
slightly  suffused;  by  persevering  ten  minutes  longer,  the  free 
action  of  the  lungs  ivas  established,  and  the  child  cried  lustily. 

The  next  case  was  that  of  a  poor  woman,  named  Sarah  Holmes, 
of  the  parish  of  Spaxton,  who  had  been  in  labour  a  long  time  with 
a  presentation  of  the  arm,  and»  as  it  was  her  first  confinement,  it 
became  very  difficult  to  turn  the  child,  particularly  as  she  was 
advanced  in  age,  and  the  parts  were  very  rigid.  The  child  was 
6till-bom;  but,  by  pursuing  the  same  plan  actively  for  three-quar- 
ters of  an  hour,  animation  was  perfectly  restored. 

The  next  was  a  case  of  presentation  of  the  funis  ;  and,  as  the 
labour  was  slow,  the  child  was  still-born,  but  recovered  by  the 
same  means  in  half  an  hour. 

The  last  case  with  which  I  shall  trouble  you  was  such  as  to  en- 
courage the  attempt  at  resuscitation  under  any  circumstances.  It 
was  a  case  of  twins,  and  the  second  child  presented  with  the  head, 
before  which  a  considerable  portion  of  the  funis  had  descended. 
The  delivery  was  extremely  slow,  from  the  general  weakness  of  the 
woman,  who  had  been  for  a  long  time  in  a  bad  state  of  health,  and 
the  child  was  born  apparently  quite  dead.  As  the  mother's  situ- 
ation was  extremely  critical,  more  than  half  -an  hour  had  elapsed 
before  I  could  attend  to  the  child;  and,  on  inquiry,  I  found  it  had 
been  wrapped  in  a  cloth,  and  placed  on  a  chair  in  another  room.  I 
immediately  made  the  attempt  to  restore  it,  and,  by  persevering 
steadily  for  twenty-five  minutes,  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  symp- 
toms of  retufning  life,  and  in  about  fifteen  minutes  more  the  child 
breathed  freely. 

Every  thing  in  this  last  case  was  unfavourable  to  the  resto- 
ration of  the  child, — the  mother's  long-continued  disease,  the 
circumstance  of  her  having  two  children,  and  more  parti- 
cularly the  delay  which  took  place  before  any  attempt  was 
made,  during  which  time  the  child  was  exposed  in  a  room 
without  fire  in  the  winter,  with  a  partial  and  very  slight 
covering. 

I  am  warranted  by  my  own  experience  in  recommending 
the  attempt  to  restore  all  still-born  children  who  have  been  alive 
during  the  birth  ;  and,  if  the  means  of  resuscitation  above  men- 
tioned be  actively  employed  and  steadily  persevered  in,  I  be- 
lieve the  majority  of  cases  will  be  successful.  In  all  cai^es  the 
restoration  of  a  child  is  a  most  satisfactory  circumstance,  and 
in  some  instances  of  the  greatest  possible  consequence.  I  have 
never  found  any  thing  necessary  but  the  regular  inflation  of 
the  lungs,  which  I  do  with  my  own  mouth,  in  the  way  I  have 
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described,  and  have  generally  observed  the  first  symptom  of 
retdming  life  to  be  a  tremulous  motion  of  the  respiratory 
organs ;  the  chHd  next  makes  a  very  feeble  attempt  to  inspire, 
and  the  colour  of  the  face  changes.  The  inflation  should  then 
be  made  quicker;  and,  as  the  attempts  to  breathe  increase,  a 
little  sal  volatile  or  brandy,  rubbed  over  the  palm  of  the  hand, 
and  held  over  the  mouth  during  the  inflation  of  air,  will  mate- 
rially assist  the  recovery,  and  has  a  better  effect  than  pouring 
stimulants  into  the  stomach.  A  few  smart  slaps  on  the  glutei 
muscles  will  now  generally  complete  the  recovery.* 

Bridgewater;  June  18?7. 

Case  of  Laceration  of  the  Perineum.     By  C.  Williams,  Surgeon 

to  the  Retreat,  York. 

Eault  in  the  evening  of  the  Ist  of  first  month,  1825,  I  was 
summoned  to  attend  A.  W— ,  eet.  twenty-three,  in  her  first  labour. 
The  pains  were  then  strong,  but  soon  decreased  both  in  force  and 
frequency.  At  ten  o'clock  I  gave  her  a  dose  of  laudanum,  and  left 
her.  At  three  the  following  morning  I  was  again  called,  when  the 
03  uteri  was  fully  dilated,  and  the  pains  were  strong  and  forcing ; 
the  head  continued  to  advance  slowly  till  nine  o'clock,  when  it 
pressed  firmly  on  the  perineum  at  each  pain,  and,  as  far  as  I  could 
judge,  would  have  required  a  dozen  more  such  to  dilate  the  os 
externum  sufficiently  to  have  allowed  the  head  to  pass ;  when,  as 
my  fingers  were  applied  to  the  vertex  to  prevent  its  too  rapid  ad- 
vancement during  a  pain,  which  was  not  nearly  so  strong  as  many 
that  had  preceded  it,  the  head  suddenly  escaped  into  my  hand.  I 
suspected  what  had  taken  place,  and,  after  the  expulsion  of  the 
placenta,  I  examined  the  parts,  and  found  that  the  whole  of  the 
perineum  and  integuments  were  lacerated  to  the  very  centre  of 
the  anus,  with  the  exception  of  the  sphincter  ani ;  the  fibres  of 
which  were  distinctly  seen  through  the  lacerated  Opening  in  the 
integuments.  I  informed  die  patient,  as  well  as  her  friends,  that 
the  parts  had  been  torn  daring  the  labour,  and  that  it  was  necessary 
to  secure  them  in  contact  by  suture,  which  was  readily  agreed  to. 
After  washing  the  parts  quite  clean,  I  united  the  torn  edges  by 
three  distinct  sutures,  over  which  a  compress  of  lint  merely  was 
applied.  The  woman's  thighs  were  kept  together  by  means  of  a 
handkerchief  tied  round  them  above  the  knee ;  and  I  desired  her 
to  He  quite  still  on  her  side,  and  frequently  to  sponge  the  part 
with  warm  water,  especially  af^r  any  evacuation ;  and  directed  a 
small  dose  of  castor-oil  to  be  taken  every  morning. 

On  the  fourth  day,  I  examined  the  parts,  and  found  them  look- 
ing well.  On  the  ninth,  I  removed  two  of  the  sutures ;  and,  on 
the  twelfth,  the  remaining  one,  when  the  union  was  complete.    A^ 

*  In  the  CoLiiiibCTANEA  of  the  preceding  Number,  the  reader  will  find  a 
case  detailed,  m  which  the  life  of  a  child  who  had  taken  a  large  dose  of  lau- 
danum was  s&ved,  by  keeping  up  artificial  respiration. 
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alight  ridge  remained  in  the  line  of  the  rent,  owing  to  the  thinness 
of  the  integuments  rendering  it  necessary  to  introduce  the  needle 
some  distance  from  the  edges  of  the  wound.  After  the  last  suture 
was  removed,  the  patient  never  felt  any  more  uneasiness  in  the 
part. 

York;  iBth fifth  Mimth^  1827. 


Case  of  Puerperal  Convulsions.    By  O.  Jokes,  m.r.c.s.l. 

Mrs.  S — ,  set.  twenty-three,  of  a  full  plethoric  habit,  ruddy  com- 

f)lexion,  and  frequently  the  subject  of  headache,  was  taken  in 
abour  with  her  first  child  on  the  morning:  of  the  24th  January. 
At  four  p«M.,  the  os  uteri  not  being  dilated  to  more  than  the  size 
of  a  half-crown  piete,  the  membranes  gave  way,  and  the  liquor 
amnii  was  evacuated.  Severe  labour-pains  continued,  with  but 
little  interruption,  until  seven  o'clock,  at  which  time  the  head  was 
full  in  the  pelvis,  and  resting  upon  the  perineum,  when  she  was 
seized  with  a  convulsive  paroxysm.  The  belly  became  rigidly  ex- 
tended ;  a  frothy  saliva,  tinged  with  blood,  (occasioned  by  biting 
her  tongue,)  issued  from  her  mouth,  accompanied  with  stertorous 
breathing.  I  immediately  opened  a  vein  in  the  arm,  and  allowed 
the  blood  to  flow  until  a  sensible  impression  was  made  upon  the 
i^stem.  I  then  prepared  to  deliver  my  patient  with  the  forceps, 
when  the  uterine  action,  which  had  been  suspended  for  the  space 
of  half  an  hour,  returned,  and  delivery  was  speedily  efiected  by 
the  natural  efforts.  The  placenta  came  away  in  the  usual  manner, 
and  without  any  particular  discharge.  After  the  lapse  of  a  short 
time,  she  was  attacked  with  a  second  fit,  and  I  administered  the 
following  draught— 

R.  Tinct.  Opii  gtt.  xxx.;  Sp.^ther.  Sulph.  5J.;  Mist.  Camph.  JjM. 
M.  fiat  haoitos. 

She  expressed  herself  relieved.  The  pulse  was  full,  strong,  and 
frequent,  and  ker  face  much  flushed.  After  directing  the  head  and 
face  to  be  kept  constantly  wetted  with  a  cold  cloth « I  left  her.  Her 
husband  called  me  up  at  two  a.m.  saying  his  wife  had  had  seven 
fits  since  I^saw  her,  and  of  greater  violence.  I  tied  up  the  arm, 
and  bled  her  a  second  time,  and  dropped  a  full  dose  of  croton.oil 
into  her  mouth.  The  convulsions  increasing  in  violence  and  fre- 
quency after  a  short  interval,  I  gave  her  the  following  powder — 
Be.  Hydrarg.  Subm.  988. ;  A cet.  Morphias  gr.  ss.  M«  fiatpulvis. 

This  also  was  administered  by  dropping  into  the  mouth,  for  be- 
tween the  paroxysms  she  lay  in  a  comatose  state,  and  quite  uncon- 
scious of  those  about  her,  with  a  great  disinclination  to  be  roused. 
I  now  retired  for  the  night,  after  having  desired  the  cold  applica- 
tions to  be  continued  to  the  head,  and  some  Camphor  mixture 
given  as  often  as  it  could  be  taken  ;  wishing  to  see  the  effect  of 
the  calomel  and  croton-oil  upon  the  bowels,  before  any  other  ac- 
tive measures  were  resorted  to. 

25th.— This  morning  the  nurse  informs  me  that  my  patient  has 
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passed  a  miserable  night,  having  had  seventeen  fits ;  she  is  totally 
insensible  to  surrounding  objects;  the  pupil  is  singularly  con- 
tracted; the  pulse  120;  the  countenance  much  flushed.  The 
bowels  not  having  acted,  Ldirected  an  assafoetida  glyster,  which 
speedily  relieved  them. 

Applic'  Empl.  Canth.  inter  scapulas.    AppliC^  Lotio  spirit,  capiti  raso. 

It  became  quite  impossible  to  administer  any  medicine  of  a  bulky 
form. 

Two  P.M. — The  symptoms  continue  without  intermission  or 
remission.  From  the  very  contracted  state  of  the  pupil,  and  from 
witnessing  the  good  effects  of  belladonna  in  a  similar  case,  I  pre- 
scribed a  grain  of  the  extract  to  be  taken  every  four  hours. 

Eight  p.M.^-Has  had  no  fit  for  an  hour  and  a  half.    Bowels 
have  acted  freely.     Coma  still  continues;  pulse  120. 
Cont'  Ext.  Belladonn9.    Applic'  Sinapism  pedilav. 

26th. — Has  passed  a  more  tranquil  night,  and  free  from  con- 
vulsions. The  blister  has  risen,  but  the  sinapisms  have  not 
acted.  Pulse  120,  much  softer ;  she  is  roused  with  much  diffi- 
culty; bowels  much  relaxed;  lochia  as  usual.  She  has  taken  in 
the  whole  six  grains  of  the  Extract  of  Belladonna,  and  with  mani- 
fest advantage. 

Omitt'  Ext.  Belladonnae.    Cont'  Lotid.    Kepet'  Sinapism.— R.  Tinct. 
Hyosc.  588.;  Mist.  Camph.  fj,  M.  fiat  baastns  quarts  qn^oe  horft  sum. 

Vesperi.-'Much  wildness  of  the  eyes  ;  coma  quite  gone;  coun- 
tenance much  flushed.  iShe  takes  more  notice  of  those  about  her, 
but  without  speaking.  Pulse  130,  weak.  The  sinapisms  have 
acted. 

Conf  medicamenta. 

27th.~This  morning,  for  the  first  time,  she  answers  my  ques- 
tions rationally.  Complains  much  of  her  head;  pulse  weak,  and 
rather  fluttering;  bowels  quite  relaxed. 

Applic'  Hirndines  xjj.capitiraso.— Be.  Conf.  Aromat.  5J. ;  Mist.  Camp. 
J  vj.  M.  cocfa.  larg.  iij.  quartft  qalkqae  hark  sumend.— Contr  Lotio. 

Vesperi. — Has  been  delirious  during  part  of  the  day,  and  an« 
swers  very  incoherently.    The  same  wildness  of  the  eyes. 

28th.— No  sleep  during  the  whole  of  the  night.  Much  prostra- 
tion of  strength ;  pulse  frequent  and  tremulous.  Sh^  complains 
much  of  her  head  being  light,  and  of  soreness  of  her  tongue,  which 
is  ulcerated  at  the  edges,  (the  effects  of  the  calomel.)  Bowels 
still  relaxed ;  much  thirst,  and  dry  tongue.  The  symptoms  as* 
suming  rather  a  typhoid  character. 

R.  Acid.  Sulpb.  diU  '5j.;  Tras.  Cinnamon,  comp.  5 iij.;  8p.  £ther. 

.  Solph. 5vj. ;  Mist. Campb.  jvij.  M.  capiatcocli.  larg. i^.  qaarUL.quiqae 
honL-*Cont'  L0U04 

Vesperi.-^I^.  £xt.  Uyosciam.,  PuW.  Ipecac^  comp.aa  gr.  ? •  M.  fiant  piU 
y-,  hor4  somm  snmende. 

29th. — Has  passed  a  quieter  night,  but  complains  of  the  light- 
ness of  her  head,  and  the  sorene^  of  her  tongue* 
Cent'  medicamenta. 
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Until  yesterday;  her  diet  has  been  confined  to  tea  and  grael ; 
she  has  since  taken  some  broth* 

Vesperi, — Has  been  out  of  bed  frequently  during  the  day;  quite 
incoherent  in  her  speech;  very  restless ;  is  not  able  to  identify 
persons.  ^ 

B^.  Ace(at*  Mor^«  gr.  ss*  «tat  snmeiid. 

The  above  having  no  sedative  effect,  after  a  lapse  of  two  hours 
she  took  the  following — 

R.  Ext.  Hyosciam.  9m.  in  pU.  vj,  tdividend.  statim  samenclM. 

30th. — Has  had  some  comfortable  sleep  since. 

Two  A.M.— Still  complains  of  her  head;  the  ulceration  of  her 

tongue'  very  troublesome* 

Applic'  Emp.  Canth;  capiti  raso — R.  Mist  Camph.  J  jss.  fiat baustos 
quart!  qu^que  hor&  samendiM.— RepeU  pUu^te  Hyosciam.  vesperi. 

31st. — Has  slept  comfortably,  and  is  much  better  upon   the 

whole,  except  her  tongue,  the  soreness  of  which  prevents  her 

taking  solid  food. 

R.  Dec.  Cinchonse  ^t$.  fiat  haustns  qaartis  horis  samendns. 

From  this  time  she  continued  to  improve  daily,  and  soon  be- 
came convalescent* 

Alceiter;  March  SOihf  l^B7. 

FEVER. 

A  comparative  View  of  the  various  Alterations  of  Structure  observed 
in  the  fatal  Cases  of  continued  Fevers  which  have  occurred  at 
St.  George's  Hosi^ital,  between  July  Ist,  18*26,  and  July  1st, 
1827.  By  CoRNWALLis  Hewett,  m.d.  one  of  the  Physicians 
to  that  Hospital. 

In  this  interval  numerous  cases  of  irregular  intermittent  fevers 
were  admitted,  some  of  them  xomplicated  with  internal  in- 
flammations requiring  venesection ;  but  these  were  all  cured. 

Of  idiopathic  fever  (in  the  continued  form)  there  were  190 
cases,  out  of  which  165  were  cured,  and  26  died.  Avery 
large  proportion  of  the  latter  were  not  admitted  until  a  very 
advanced  Period  of  fever,  or  until  after  irremediable  organic 
injuries, h^d  been  effected,  as  may  be. seen  in  the  annexed 
Table,  which  is  intended  to  convey  a  concise  statement  of 
the  structural  lesions  observed  on  an  ex^onination  post  mor- 
tem. 

With  the  view  of  not  fatiguing  the  reader^  I  have  purposely 
refrained  from  entering  into  any  minute  description  of  the 
structural  lesions,  or  of  the  mode  of  treatment.  They  are, 
however,  detailed  at  full  in  the  report  of  the  Hospital  Case- 
books, which  are  always  accessible  to  the  medical  Students. 
At  some  future  opportunity,  I  may  very  possibly  request  the 
insertion  of  the  details  of  some  of  these  cases;  but  at  present 
it  is  my  wish  to  be  as  brief  as  possible  in  my  remarks. 
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That  these  follicular  ulcers  of  the  small  intestines  (seen  in 
the  above  report  to  have  so  often  occurred,)  arise  spontane- 
ously during  the  progress  of  idiopathic  fever,  has  been  al- 
ready sufficiently  proved,  and,  when  once  established,  it  will 
be  readily  admitted  that,  though  originally  the  effect  of  fever, 
they  must  (at  least  during  their  active  and  irritable  state)  re- 
ciprocally exasperate  the  symptoms,  and  become  a  very 
effective  cause  of  the  prolongation  of  fever ;  but  the  doctrine 
that  their  existence^  when  they  have  lost  their  irritability^ 
and  assumed  a  tranquil  condition,  is  not  incompatible  with 
the  subsidence  of  the  fever,  and  even  with  some  semblance  of 
convalescence,  may  not  gain  so  ready  a  belief,  and  may  pos- 
sibly require  some  further  proof  than  the  mere  assertion  of 
the  writer. 

It  would  be  easy  to  accumulate  cases  in  proof,  but  the 
following  single  one  will  probably  suffice  : 

Elizabeth  Terry,  aged  about  eighteen,  was  admitted  into  St. 
George's  Hospital,  on  Wednesday,  May  23d,  1827.— The  only 
history  which  could  be  obtained  at  the  time  of  her  admission  was, 
that  she  was  attacked  with  fever  last  Sunday  six-weeks ;  that  she 
has  discontinued  medicines  for  the  last  week,  during  which  the 
bowels  have  been  much  relaxed ;  but  that  she  is  now  no  longer 
subject  to  night-delirium.  At  present,  she  acknowledges  no  pain, 
but  flinches  a  little  on  pressure  of  the  abdomen:  it  is  slightly  tym- 
panitic; skia  is  moderately  warm  ;  tongue  is  moist^but  foul;  pulse 
is  very  soft  and  small,  beating  132. 

Hvdrarg.  cam  Cret&  gr.  viij  ;  Palv.  Ipecac,  comp.  gr.  v.  M.  fiat  pal  vis 

sexta  qtiftque  hor&  sumend, — Haastus  Salinos  sextis  boris  intermediis.— 

Light  broth. 

24th,»Pulse  as  yesterday;  tongue  dryish  and  yellowish  brown. 
No  evacuation. 

Serum  lactis  vinosam. — Kep'  medicamenta. 

25th. •^Oniy  one  evacuation,  partly  liquid,  but  containing  some 

small  lumps  of  feeces,  dark-brown  and  very  fetid.     Abdomen  is 

tumid  ;  pressure  there  (but  also  if  applied  over  the  ribs,)  excites 

uneasiness.  Was  delirious  during  the  night;  h^s  occasional  rigors; 

skin  at  present  is  hot  and  dry ;  pulse  is  exceedingly  feeble  and 

frequent;  tongue  is  pasty  and  brown. 

Olei  Ricini  51).  statim,  et  qaartis  horis,  donee  dej.  alvas;  post  alvmn 
solatam  addeXr.  Opii  m.iij.  singnlo  haast.  et  rep*^  pulvis. 

26th. — Was  less  delirious  last  night,  but  the  evacuations  have 
passed  involuntarily ;  the  abdomen  is  no  longer  tumid  or  tender ; 
has  had  no  more  rigors ;  skin  at  present  is  warm  and  dry ;  tongue 
is  roughs  dry,  and  yellow-brown;  pulse  is  still  very  feeble^  soft,  and 
frequent. 

Repr  medicanfenta. 

27th. — Is  in  a  decided  rigor  at  present  (viz.  eleven  o'clock  a.m.) 
It  has  usually  been  at  an  earlier  hour  that  this  disposition  to  rigor 
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has  shown  itself,  which  used  to  disappear  slowly,  and  be  suc- 
ceeded by  a  slight  increase  of  the  temperature  of  the  skin. 

Hanst.  Aquie  AmmoniaB  Acet,  Spir.  Asth.  Nitrici,  Syrupi  aa  5Jm  Tr. 
Opilixi.  xij.  M.  fiat  haiiatas  statim  sameiidns  et  postea,  accedente  rigore, 
repetendus.— Sulphath  Qains  gr.  ij.;  Acid.  Salph.  dil.  q.  8. ;  Medolla 
panis  q.  s.  tit  fiat  pilola,  in  febris  remissionibiUy  qnartft  qnftqae  hor&  re- 
petenda.  >  Omittr  alia  medicamenta.— Beef-tea,  &c.  freqaently. 

29th. — Angeatar  dosis Sulphatis  Qoinae  ad  gr.  iij.insing.pil. 

30th. — Doses  a  great  deal.  Has  not  repeated  the  ^ther  and 
opiate  draught  more  than  once  daily,  on  the  return  of  the  chilli- 
ness. Abdomen  is  supple,  and  not  tender;  has  passed  some 
liquid  and  well-coloured  evacuations,  the  last  of  them  unconsci- 
ously; pulse  is  exceedingly  frequent,  soft,  and  feeble. 
Kep*"  pi). — Vini  rubri  J  vj.ex  Aqu&  qootidie. 

31st. — Was  less  delirious  during  the  night;  has  had  five  or  six 
liquid  well-coloured  evacuations;  pulse  is  160,  very  small  and 
feeble.  This  morning  some  petechiee  have''  appeared  on  the  right 
forearm  and  on*  the  surface  of  the  tongue. 

Kepr  pil.  Salpli.  Quinae  terti&  qn&qne  borl^  snperbibendo  haiistnm  se- 
qaeatem.— Aqu«  Fiinentae  xx. ;  Acid.  Sutph.  dil.,  Tr.  Opii  aa  m.iv  ; 
Syropi  5ij.  M.— Let  strong  broth  and  wine  be  repeated  frequently. 

June  1  St. — Petechiee  have  also  affected  the  left  arm ;  blood  is 

exuding  from  the  gums,  and  the  lips  are  incrusted  with  a  black 

fur;  the  substance  of  the  tongue  is  quite  pallid  and  exsanguine, 

and  its  surface  is  streaked  with. a  pasty  brown  fur;  has  had  no 

stool  for  the  last  sixteen  hours,  and  only  one  since  the  last  visit. 

Says  she  has  no  pain  whatever,  and  she  appears  at  present  to  be 

perfectly  clear  in  her  intellects.     The  abdomen  is  still  supple,  but 

is  again  slightly  tender.' 
Rep*'  omnia. 

About  eight  o'clock  p.m.  she  vomited  up  some  black  blood,  to 
the  extent  of  aboxit  twelve  ounces,  and  gradually  sunk. 

Sectio  cadaveris,  June  2d. — The  brain  was  healthy;  there  was 
scarcely  more  than  the  natural  quantity  of  fluid  in  the  lateral  yen* 
tricles ;  the  choroid  plexus  was  pallid. 

The  lungs  were  perfectly  healthy  and  crepitating,  though  occa- 
sionally marked  with  petechial  patches,  distinctly  visible  through 
the  pleura.  When  tne  latter  was  cut  through,  and  the  lung  was 
divided  by  the  scalpel,  it  was  obvious  that  the  serous  membrane 
was  unblemished,  and  that  the  ecchymosis  had  taken  place  imme- 
diately under  it,  and  had  extended  for  some  depth  into  the  sub- 
stance of  the  lung.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  trachea  and 
bronchi  petained  its  natural  colour  and  condition. 

There  were  several  small  cup- like  cavities  (as  if  the  glandules 
solitarioe  had  been  eroded)  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  colon, 
and  also  similar  ulcers  in  the  midst  of  some  of  the  slightly- 
elevated  clusters  of  Peyer's  glands  in  the  ileum.  A  purplish  dis- 
coloration extended  from  the  ileo-coecal  valve,  but  with  a  gradu- 
ally fainter  tint,  up  the  small  intestines,  arising  from  the  vascular 
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congestioii  of  the  cellular  membrane  uniting  the  mucous  to  the 
muscular  coat :  their  adherence  to  each  other  was  not  impaired ; 
and  the  internal  membrane  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  jejunum, 
and  the  duodenum  and  stomach,  exhibited  its  natural  appearance. 
In  the  cavity  of  the  intestines  there  was  a  quantity  of  dark  blood. 

The  mesenteric  glands  were  yascular,  but  only  very  little  en^ 
larged. 

The  other  abdominal  viscera  were  healthy. 

Since  making  the  above  report,  I  have  heard  from  the  phy- 
sician who  bad  conducted  the  treatment  of  Elizabeth  Terry's 
case,  that,  for  the  fortnight  previous  to  her  admission  into 
St.  George's  Hospital,  he  had  considered  her  so  far  advanced 
in  her  convalescence  as  not  to  require  his  further  attendance. 

Stephen  Smith,  aged  thirty  three,  was  admitted  into  the  hospi- 
tal on  Wednesday,  May  23,  1827. — The  history  of  the  case  was 
very  imperfect:  it  was  merely  stated  that  a  fortnight  ago  he  was 
attacked  with  fever,  and  that  for  the  last  five  or  six  nights  he  had 
been  light-headed.  The  present  symptoms  are  a  loaded  tongue ; 
skin  profusely  moist  and  rather  cool ;  frequent,  soft,  and  small 
pulse ;  abdomen  puffy,  but  not  in  the  least  tender  on  pressure. 
He  is  slow  in  answering,  but  says  he  has  no  pain  any  where. 

Hydrargyri  Snbmariatis,  Pol  v.  Cinoamomi  comp.  aa  gr.  iij.;  Rhei  Rad. 
gr.  xij.  M.  fiat  pulvis  statim  somendus. — Acidi  Sulpb.  dii.  m.  xij. ;  Syrupi 
Aurantii  ^ij.;  Aq.  CiDnamomi,  Aq.  distiliatae  aa  5V.  M.  fiat  haustus 
qaart^  qo&qne  hor^  somendas. — Dista  febrilis.  v 

28th. — The  bowels  have  been  opened  by  the  repetition  of  the 
powder  yesterday;  pulse  is  small,  soft,  and  frequent. 
Adde  Tr.  Opii  m.  ij.  siDg.  hanst. 

30th. — Is   perspiring  profusely;    pulse  ninety-six,  very   soft; 

tongue  is  moist,  but  of  a  pale  yellow  hue.     Two  evacuations.     No 

pain  any  where.     The.  fever  seems  to  have  ^sumed  a  remittent 

type. 

SoJphatis  Qninse  gr.  ij.  in  form^  pilols.— Snperbibendo  haastmn  sapra 
pnescriptam  quartis  horis. 

June  4th. — He  says  the  bowels  have  continued  acting  three  or 
four  times  daily.  At  present  (twelve  o'clock)  the  skin  is  chilled, 
and  the  fingers  appear  benumbed,  and  there  seems  to  have  been, 
for  the  last  three  or  four  days,  a  daily  return  (about  ten  o'clock 
A.M.)  of  an  imperfect  kind  of  rigor,  which  has  been  followed  by  a 
slight  increase  of  heat,  and  then  by  profuse  perspiration.  Ptilse 
is  120,  very  small  and  feeble.' 

Angeatar  dosis  Siilph.  Qnine  ad  gr.iij.  in  sing,  pii.;  et  adde  Tr.  Opii 
m.  iv.  sing,  kaast. 

June  6th.-^Good  beaftea,&c.— Vin.rabri  §  itj.ex  Aq.  qootidie. 

9th.-— Oniitt''  pilolae,  et  solvanlar  jSutphatis  Qninae  gr.  iij.  in  haust.  pr»- 
scripto,  qnartis  horis  repetendo.— Haust.  Aq.  Ammoiiise  Aeet. ;  8pir. 
JEth.  Nitr.  5J';Tr.  Opii  m.  xv.  M.  fiat  hanitus  eras  mane,  aceedente 
rigore  snmendas. 
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11th. — Says  he  has  had  two  evacuations  in  the  last  twenty-four 
hoursy  but,  on  examination  it  was  found  that. only  urine,  and  no 
feces,  had  been  passed ;  abdomen  is  large,  but  soft,  and  not  the 
least  tender ;  there  is  some  subsultus  tendinum ;  tongue  is  dry  and 
black;  pulse^  is  very  frequent,  but  he  still  maintains  that  he  has 
no  pain.  The  pupils  of  the  eyes  have  their  natural  size  and  con- 
tractility. Earlier  in  the  day,  he  was  observed  to  be  in  a  profuse 
perspiration. 

Vini  rabri  |  iij.  qaartis  horis.— Rep'  medicamenta. 

12th. — Two  evacuations,  but  thrown  away.     No  rigor  to-day; 
but  there  is  increase  of  subsultus. 
Repr  omnia. 

13th. — Was  this  morning  found  by  the  nurse  with  spasmodic 
rigidity  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck,  throat,  and  some  parts  of  the 
body.  Passed  two  well-coloured  evacuations.  At  present  (twelve 
o'clock)  is  perspiring  profusely;  the  pulse  is  very  frequent  and 
feeble ;  he  is  unable  to  answer  questions,  and  is  evidently  sinking. 

Obi  it  about  four  o'clock. 

Sectio  cadaveriSf  June  14th. — A  considerable  quantity  of  clear 
serum  had  been  effused  between  the  arachnoid  and  pia  mater, 
over  the  whole  surface  of  the  convexities  of  both  hemispheres  of 
the  brain,  and  also  within  the  lateral  ventricles,  and  within  the 
theca  vertebralis.  The  plexus  choroides  was  pallid,  but  the  sub- 
stance of  the  brain^  when  cut  transversely,  exl^ited  numerous 
drops  of  blood. 

The  mucous  membrane  of  the  trachea  and  bronchi  displayed  a 
slight  increase  of  vascularity;  the  lungs  were  healthy  and  crepi- 
tating. 

There  were  several  follicular  ulcers  eroding  the  mucous  mem* 
braneof  the  ileum  and  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ileo-coecal  valve  ; 
whole  clusters  of  Peyer's  glands  being  thickened  and  elevated,  so 
as  to  present  a  raised  and  granulated  surface,  except  where  eroded 
by  ulceration:  the  erosion  seemed  in  this,  as  in  every  other  case  of 
follicular  ulceration,  to  commence  in  the  interior,  and  never  at  the 
margin  of  the  elevated  patches.  There  was  no  increased  vascu- 
larity near  these  ulcers ;  and  the  mesenteric  glands  were  of  their 
natural  size  and  colour. 

The  liver  was  large,  but  not  unhealthy  in  its  structure;  the 
coecum  and  colon  were  much  distended  with  wind* 

•  

The  obvious  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  case  of  Eliza- 
beth Terry,  is  the  possibility  of  the  existence  of  these  follicular 
ulcers  during  an  appearance  of  convalescence,  and  that  in 
this,  as  well  as  in  numberless  other  instances,  probably,  they 
have  been  the  cause,  aided  by  some  accidental  indiscretion, 
whether  in  diet  or  in  any  other  way,  of  the  relapse. 

The  case  of  Stephen  Smith  has  been  related  to  show  that, 
though,  like  the  former,  it  commenced  as  a  continued  fever. 
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it  afterwards  assumed  the  remittent  character,  and  exhibited 
the  same  structural  lesions  of  the  intestines. 

The  subsidence  of  the  fever  in  Terry  was  probably  simulta- 
neous with  the  transition  of  the  ulcers  from  an  irritable  to  a 
tranquil  condition;  and  its  reappearance  in  the  remittent  form 
seems  to  have  arisen  from  some  accidental  renewal  of  irrita- 
tion in  them. 

The  conversion  of  the  continued  into  the  remittent  form  of 
fever  in  Smith,  probably  accompanied  some  similar,  though 
less  perfect,  change  in  the  condition  of  the  ulcers  into  a  state 
of  tranquillity. 

In  these  .and  many  similar  cases,  the  original  fever  seems 
either  to  subside  entirely,  or  to  assume  a  new  character  by 
becoming  merely  a  secondary  fever,  symptomatic  of  the  local 
irritation  from  the  ulcers  in  the  intestines. 

The  hectic  of  phthisis  and  the.febris  infantum  remittens 
afford  analogous  instances  of  remittent  fevers  originating  in 
local  irritation. 

It  is  not  by  any  means  meant  to  be  implied  that  the  con- 
version of  a  contmued  into  a  remittent  fever  is  necessarily 
connected  with  this  kind  of  ulceration  in  the  bowels :  such 
conversion  is,  on  the  contrary,  generally  and  justly  considered 
as  a  very  favourable  omen;  but  then  the  progressive  amend- 
ment is  sufficiently  evident,  which  is  far  otherwise  with  cases 
such  as  have  been  reletted  above. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  same  cause,  which  has  produced  the 
general  prevalence  of  late  of  intermittents  may  have,  in  some 
degr^,  modified  the  symptoms,  and  have  made  the  above 
cases  assume  the  remittent  form  of  fever ;  but  I  have  wit- 
nessed frequent  examples  of  the  same  conversion  in  combina- 
tion with  the  same  ulcerated  condition  of  the  bowels,  before 
the  late  great  increase  o(  intermittent  fevers. 

It  is  to  be  remembered,  too,  that  the  formation  of  abscesses 
or  internal  suppurations,  during  or  after  fever,  will  often  pro- 
duce a  train  of  symptoms  not  very  dissimilar  to  those  de- 
scribed above:  care,  therefore,  must  be  taken  not  to  confound 
them. 

In  the  two  cases  above  related,  there  was  no  direct  evi- 
dence, at  the  time  of  their  admission,  of  structural  injury 
having  been  effected  in  the  intestines;  but  the  history  of  the 
progress  of  the  fever,  and  the  experience  of  the  coincidence  of 
ulcerated  bowels  with  similar  symptoms  in  other  cases  of 
fever,  induced  me,  from  an  early  period,  to  express  my  suspi- 
cions that  irreparable  ulcerations  had  already  taken  place  in 
the  bowels. 

In, the  case  of  Henry  Long,  the  giving  way  of  the  intestine 
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was  distinctly  ascertained  to  have  taken  place  while  he  was 
straining  on  tne  close-stool,  at  four  o'clock  p.m.  on  JVlonday, 
August  28th,  1826:  he  had  previously  experienced  no  pam 
or  tenderness  on  forcible  pressure  (daily  applied)  of  the  abdo- 
men; but  he  was  then  suddenly  attacked  with  the  most  acute 
pain  and  tenderness  in  the  regions  of  the  right  ileum  and 
hypogastrium,  and  he  expired  l^tween  three  and  four  o'clock 
P.M.  on  the  following  day:  the  interval,  therefore,  between 
the  perforation  of  the  intestine  and  the  death  of  the  sufferer 
amounted  to  about  twenty-three  hours.  The  invasion  of  the 
fever  took  place  about  the  10th  of  August,  and  nineteen  days 
before  the  fatal  event. 

A  similar  instance  has  recently  occurred  in  my  f>rivate 
practice,  where  I  announced  the  fact  of  the  perforation  imme- 
diately after  it  had  taken  place,  and  ascertained  the  interval 
between  it  and  the  death  of  the  sufferer  to  amount  to  thirty- 
one  hours.  The  interval  between  the  first  commencement  of 
the  fever  and  its  fatal  termination  was  sixteen  days. 

This  gentleman,  aged  twenty-one  years,  was  first  attacked  late 
on  the  evening  of  the  15th  of  March,  1827,  with  fever.  On  the 
15th,  he  took  five  grains  of  calomel  at  bed-time,  and  a  common 
purgative  draught  on  the  following  morning.  This  pill  vtras  re- 
peated on  the  night  of  the  18 th,  and  the  purgative  draught  on  the 
following  morning.  He  also  took  diaphoretic  antimonial  draughts. 
On  the  evening  of  the  19th,  and  also  of  the  20th,  he  took  a  pow- 
der consisting  of — 

Hydrargyri  cum  Cret&  dss.;  Pulv.  Ipecac  comp.  gr.  v. 

He  was  first  seen  by  me  about  twelve  o'clock  on  the  2l8t:  he 
did  not  then  acknowledge  any  pain;  his  skin  was  harsh  and  dry, 
but  not  pungently  hot;  his  pulse  was  104,  feeble  and  small ;  his 
abdomen  was  not  the  least  tender,  but  it  remained  large  and 
hard,  although  the  bowels  had  been  freely  opened ;  the  tongue 
was  pasty  and  brown.  It  had  been  observed  that  since  this  attack 
he  had  experienced  occasional  rigors,  which  returned  irregularly 
either  towards  the  evening  or  during  the  night,  and  were  followed 
by  a  slight  increase  of  heat,  with  temporary  delirium ;  and  there 
was  a  permanently  harsh,  unperspiring  condition  of  the  skin.  The 
following  medicines  were  ordered  — 

Hydrargyri  Submur.  gr.  ij.;    Ipecacuanhae  Rad.  gr.  j.;  Opii  gr.  }; 

Miicil.  AcaciiB  q.  s.  ut  fiat  pil.  quartis  hoiis  sumenda. 
liqoor.  Amuioaiae  Acet.  5iij.;  Tr.  Opii  m.  vivi*;  Synipi  53*;  Aquae 

distilJ.  Jj.  M.fiat  haustns,  accedente  rigore  sumeDdua. 

For  the  four  following  days,  I  was  informed  he  appeared  much 
better,  and  I  did  not  renew  my  visit  until  the  25th,  when  I  found 
no  great  alteration  in  his  condition..  The  same  treatment  was 
continued.  On  the  27th,  the  pill  was  directed  to  be  repeated  every 
six  hours,  and  very  small  doses  of  Castor-oil  taken,  if  at  any  time 
the  bowels  were  torpid  in  their  action.     On  the  28th,  blisters  were 
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£^lied  behind  the  ears,  with  cold  lotion  to  the  head.  On  my  visit 
at  foMr  o'clock  P.M.  Friday,  March  30th,  he  stated  himself  to  be 
free  from  all  pain;  but  on  my  pressing  forcibly  (as  I  had  alwaya 
daily  done  pretiously  without  exciting  any  uneasiness^)  on  the 
^domen,  the  sudden  change  of  expression  in  his  countenancoj 
bespoke  the  utmost  agony.  On  inspecting  the  last  evacuation, 
voided  just  before  my  visit,  it  was  found  to  consist  almost  entirely 
of  blood.  '  Until  this  period  the  motions  had  been  regularly  exa- 
mined, and  had  never  excited  any  alarm.  With  the  view  of  merely 
mitigating  the  pain,  for  all  hope  of  recovery  had  now  vanished, 
leeches,  and  then  fomentations,  were  applied  to  the  iliac  and  hy- 
pogastric regions,  where  the  tenderness  was  the  most  acute ;  and 
these  measures,  assisted  by  opiates,  obtained  for  him  (as  they  had 
also  done  in  the  similar  case  of  Henry  Long,)  a  temporary  relief, 
and  he  did  not  expire  until  eleven  o'clock  p.m.  on  the  following  day.. 

This  gentleman  had  the  advantage  of  the  constant  attendance  of 
a  most  intelligent  practitioner,  in  the  person  of  his  truly  affection- 
ate  brother. 

Sectio  cadaveris  took  place  April  2d.— There  was  a  rather  loaded 
state  of  the  vessels  of  the  brain,  and  a  small  quantity  of  fluid  at 
its  base  and  within  the  theca  vertebralis;  the  lateral  ventricles^  did 
not  contain  more  than  the  usual  quantity. 

The  mucous  membrane  of  the  trachea,  and  the  whole  of  th^ 
lungs,  were  in  a  perfectly  natural  condition. 

On  opening  the  abdomen,  some  fetid  gas  escaped,  and  the  de-* 
ecending  flap  of  the  omentum  was  found  highly  vascular,  partially 
smeared  with  pus,  and  feebly  adhering  to  some  of  the  convolutions 
of  the  ileum,  at  spots  afterwards  ascertained  to  be  places  where 
some  of  the  follicular  ulcers  had  nearly  perforated  the  peritoneum. 
In  two  or  three  places  the  perforation  had  been  completed,  and  a 
quantity  of  liquid  fteces  was  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis. 
The  largest  perforation  was  distant  about  four  inches  from  the 
ileo-coBcal  valve.  There  were  numerous  other  ulcers,  in  various 
stages  of  their  progress,  extending  from  thence  upwards  about  one- 
third  of  the  whole  length  of  the  small  intestines.  None  were  found 
in  the  coecum  or  colon.  These  ulcers  were  not  surrounded  by  any 
increased  vascularity,  and  even  the  valvulee  conniventes,  though  in 
parts  eroded  by  them,  retained  their  natural  hue :  for  a  very  short 
distance,  however,  on  each  side  of  the  ileo-ccecal  valve,  there  vas 
a  purplish  discoloration  from  the  congestion  in  the  submucous  tex- 
ture. The  mesenteric  glands  were  enormously  enlarged  (some  of 
them  being  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  an  inch  in  width,  and 
half  an  inch  in  thickness),  and  pulpy  and  purplish.  There  was  a 
considerable  quantity  of  well-coloured  ana  nearly  liquid  f^ces  in 
the  cavity  of  the  intestines,  and  even  besmearing  the  ulcerated 
surfaces. 

The  liver  and  other  abdominal  viscera  were  all  healthy. 

I -am  far  from  wishing  to  attach  an  undue  importance  to 
the  consideration  of  these  follicular  ulcers,  and  am  fully  aware 
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that  they  are  the  result  of  only  one  out  of  the  many  disorga- 
nising effects  of  fever;  but  while  the  latter,  from  the  alarm- 
ing symptoms  with  which  they  are  attended,  immediately 
Command  the  attention  of  the  practitioner,  the  former  often 
insidiously  complete  the  work  of  destruction  without  even  ex- 
citing a  suspicion  of  their  existence.  It  is  with  the  view  of 
exposing  these  peculiarities  in  the  formation,  progress,  and 
terminations  of  these  follicular  ulcers,  that  I  have  recorded 
the  above  cases  and  observations ;  and  I  beg  to  express  the 
hope  that  some  abler  investigator  may  be  induced  to  prose- 
cute 4;hese  inquiries. 


DISEASES  OF  CHILDREN. 

Observations  on  the  injurious  Effects  which  frequently  arise  irl 
Children  from  protracte4  Suckling.  By  Edward  Mokton, 
M.B.  L.M.  Physician  to  the  Western  Dispensary,  and  to  the 
Royal  Metropolitan  Infirmary  for  Sick  Children^ 

Several  cases  which  I  had  previously  witnessed  led  me  to 
believe,  some  years  ago,  that  inflammation  of  the  brain,  or  its 
membranes,  might  be  produced  in  children  in  consecjuence  of 
their  being  suckled  for  an  undue  length  of  time.  Since  that 
period  I  have  had  opportunities  of  observing  infantile  diseased 
on  a  much  more  extended  scale,  and,  my  attention  having 
been  expressly  directed  to  the  point  in  question,  I  have  not 
only  become  fully  convinced  of  the  correctness  of  the  opinion 
I  then  entertained,  but  have  been  induced  to  extend  it  still 
further. 

The  idea  I  conceive  to  be  new ;  but  this  is  of  little  conse- 
quence, if  it  only  have  truth  for  its  basis.  If  this  be  allowed, 
(and  1  submit  it  is  a  question  which  experience  alone  can  de- 
cide,) it  is  perhaps  not  improbable  that  it  may  hereafter 
prove  extensively  beneficial;  since  precautionary  measures 
may  be  founded  upon  it,  which,  if  uniformly  adopted,  may  be 
the  means  of  saving  many  children  from  falling  victims  to  one 
of  the  most  painful  and  fatal  diseases  to  which  they  are 
subject. 

As,  however,  I  am  anxious  that  the  present  communica- 
tion should  take  up  as  small  a  space  as  possible  in  the  va- 
luable pages  of  this  Journal,  I  will  at  once  observe,  that,  from 
the  experience  which  I  have  already  had  upon  the  subject,  I 
am  inclined  to  draw  the  following  conclusions : 

1st.  That,  if  children  are  suclded  for  an  undue^  length  of 
time,  they  will  be  liable  to  be  affected,  in  consequence,  with 
inflammation  of  the  brain. 

*  <*  Vndaey'*— i.  e.  any  period  beyond  nine  or  ten  montfas. 


^  I 
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CASES. 

Case  I. — Eoima  Lane,  cet.  two  years,  suckled  for  one.  year 
eleven  month,  admitted  for  cephalitis.^  The  mother  suckled  a 
former  child  for  a  very  long  period,  and  it  died  of  •*  water  on  the 
brain/* 

Case  II. --Edmund  Power,  «et.  two  years,  still  at  the  breast, 
admitted  for  hydrocephalus  chronicus.  The  head  is  very  large  ; 
fontanelles  open ;  superficial  veins  large  and  prominent. 

Case  III. — Sophia  Hamley,  €et.  one  year  two  months,  still  at 
the  breast,  admitted  for  cephalitis. 

Case  IV.  —  William  How,  set.  one  year  six  months,  suckled  for 
thirteen  months,  admitted  for  cephalitis. 

Case  V. — David  Hepburn,  set.  two  years  and  six  months, 
suckled  for  two  years  four  months,  admitted  for  cephalitis. 

Case  VI.— Samuel  Hanks,  set.  one- year  nine  months,  suckled 
for'one  year  eight  months,  admitted  for  cephalitis. 

Case  VII. — Amelia  Hill,  cet.  two  years  six  months,  suckled  for 
one  year  nine  months,  admitted  for  cephalitis. 

2dly.  That  the  same  effect  will  take  place  in  infants  if  suckled 
by  women  who  have  been  delivered  an  undue+  length  of  time, 
although  the  infants  theuiselves  may  not  have  been  at  the 
breast  for  too  long  a  period. 

CASE. 

Case  VIII. — Ellen  Willoughby,  set.  nine  months,  admitted  for 
cephalitis  ;  suckled  by  a  woman  who  has  been  delivered  one  year 
nine  months. 

3dly.  That,  if  they  should  not  become  affected  with  the 
disorder  in  question  during  or  soon  after  the  time  they  are 
thus  improperly  suckled,  they  will  nevertheless  acquire  there- 
by a  predisposition  to  cephalic  disease  at  some  future  period 
of  their  lives. 

cases. 

Case  IX. — Sarah  Strickling,  eet.  four  years,  suckled  for  one 
year  six  months,  admitted  for  cephalitis.  The  mother  of  this  child 
lost  three  previously  with  "  water  in  the  head :"  all  these  were 
suckled  for  more  than  eighteen  nsonths. 

Case  X. — George  Speering,  set.  four  years,  suckled  for  one  year 
six  months,  admitted  for  cephalitis, 

Case  XI. ^— Ann  Archer,  set.  seven  years,  suckled  for  three  years, 
admitted  for  hydrocephalus  :  died. 

*  Cephalitis.''— As  this  term  will  be  made  use  of  in  tlie  relation  of  tlie  fol* 
lowing  cases,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  mean  by  it  those  symptoms  which  give 
rise  to,  and  precede,  the  diseas^e  strictly  and  properly  called  Hydrocephalus, 
or  wator  in  the  brain,  and  which  are  well  described  by  Dr.  Yeats. 

t  See  the  above  conditional  sense  in  which  I  employ  this  term^ 
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Case  XII.—  Cornelius  Leary,  set.^ix  yc^ars,  suckled  for  oi^e  year 
six  months,  admitted  for  cephalitis :  died. 

Casb  XIII. — Sophia  Peverel,  eet.  three  years,  suokled  for  two 
years,  admitted  for  cephalitis. 

Case  XIV. — Maria  Turley,  eet.  four  years,  suckled  for  one  year 
three  months,  admitted  for  cephalitis :  died.  This  child  had  a 
previous  attack  about  six  months  before,  from  which  she  recovered 
while  under  my  care. 

Case  XV. — Robert  Selkirk,  set.  three  years  six  months,  suckled 
for  one  year  one  month,  admitted  for  cephalitis.  The  mother  lost 
two  children  previously,  one  with  **  inflammation  of  the  brain," 
and  the  other  of  convulsions:  both  of  these  were  suckled  for 
more  than  one  year. 

Case  XVI.— Eliza  Ferreira,  eet.  five  years,  suckled  for  one  year 
seven  months,  admitted  for  cephalitis.  The  mother  lost  another 
child  previously  of  "  water  in  the  headf  at  the  age  of  one  year 
five  months,  which  was  suckled  until  it  died. 

And  4thly  and  lastly,  that  childreji  who  are  suckled  for  an 
undue  length  of  time,  when  labouring  under  other  diseases, 
will  be  much  more  liable  to  have  the  head  secondarily  affected 
than  otheF  children. 

CASES. 

Case  XViL— Sarah  Swann,  CBt.  four  years  six  months,  suckled 
for  one  year,  admitted  for  hooping-cough  with  convulsions. 

Case  XVIII. — Mary  Harris,  eet.  two  years  three  months,  suckled 
for  one  year  four  months,  admitted  U)r  hooping-cough  with  an 
affection  of  the  head. 

Case  XIX. — Maria  Hughes,  set.  two  years,'  suckled  for  one  year 
three  months,  admitted  for  convulsions  &fter  hooping-cough.  The 
mother  lost  another  child  previously  with  "  water  in  the  head,*' 
which  was  suckled  for  fourteen  months. 

Case  XX. — Thomas  Benson,  eet.  one  year  six  months,  suckled 
for  one  year  four  months,  admitted  for  pneumonia,  with  an  affec- 
tion of  the  head. 

Case  XXI.— Mary  Kenner,  eet,  six  years,  suckled  for  one  year 
six  months,  admitted  for  hooping.cough,  with  well-marked  affec- 
tion of  the  head. 

Case  XXII. — John  Ennes,  eet.  oi^e  year  seven  months,  suckled 
for  one  year,  was  admitted  for  bronchitis ;  afterwards  a  decided 
affection  of  the  head  supervened. 

With  respect  to  the  manner  in  which  protracted  lactation 
produces  the  complaint  above  mentioned,  I  am  at  present  un- 
decided, but  think  it  most  probable  that  th(?  affection  of  the 
head  is  consequent  upon  derangement  in  the  chylppoietic 
.viscera,  which  may  possibly  arise  from  the  milk  becommg  sq 
far  deteriorated  in  quality  as  to  be  unfit  any  longer  for  the 
purposes  of  nutrition.  This  opinion  seems  to  be  strengthened 
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"by  Cftsfe  VIII.  in  which  it  appeared  that  it  waa  not  aay  par- 
ticular state  of  the  child  which  produced  the  cephalic  affec- 
tion, but  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  nurse's  inilk. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  observe,  that  it  was  my  intention  to 
have  waited  until  I  might  have  been  able  to  collect  a  greater 
mass  of  evidence  than  fat  present  possess  upon  the  subject 
in  question,  before  I  published  my  opinions  thereon;  but  as 
individual  experience,  however  extensive,  can  never  be  enti- 
tled to  general  ccmfideace^  I  have,  upon  further  -considera* 
tion,  deemed  it  more  advisable  at  once  to  submit  the  foregoing 
observations  and  cases  to  the'  profession,  in  order  that  the 
conclusions  which  I  have  felt  myself  warranted  in  drawing 
'from 'them  may  be  eith^  corrected  or  confirmed  by  the  expe- 
rience of  others. 

I  think  it  right  to  add,  that,  upon  referring  to  the  total 
number  of  cases  of  cephalic  inflammation  that  nave  come  un- 
der my  care  since  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  making  parti- 
cular inquiries  on  the  subject,  I  find  that  a'  vtry  large 
ivto^anfy  nave  occurred  in  children  who  bad  been  suckled  tor 
an  improper  length  of  time. 

15^  Eaton-Btreet,  Groitenar^pUtee  g 
June  Qih^  1827. 


SMALL-POX  AFTEB.  VACCINATION. 
Cm»es  afhd  Remarks  by  the  late  T.  ChevaiiIer,  Esq.  f.r^s. 

F.A.S.  F.L.S.  &c. 

C.  H.  T — ,  Esq.  an  intimate  friend  of  mine,  and  an  architect 
of  distinguished  eminence,  has  a  family  of  nine  ^children,  all 
of  whom  were  vaccinated  by  me  in  their  infancy.  My  friend 
himself  had  suffered  severely  from  the  small-pox  in  his  early 
age,  so  as  to  leave  eround  ior  an  apprehension  that  the  con- 
stitutions of  his  chudren  might  be  predisposed  to  its  malig- 
jiancy ,  if  it  should  happen  to  invade  them. 

On  the  7th  of  October,  1822,  Julia,  ag^  eleten  years,  was 
walking  out  with  her  mother,  when  a  child  passed  them  who  had 
4he  small^pox.  Her  mother  did  not  notice  the  circumstance,  but 
^be  young  lady  herself  immediately  m^itioned  it  in  a  very  marked 
manner,  and  she  afterwards  told  me  that  she  felt  at  the  iastaiit  ^ 
peculiar  shuddering.  On  the  14th,  she  was  attacked  with  the 
symptoms  which  usually  precede  the  variolous  eruption;  and  on 
the  16th  I  was  requested  to  visl£  her.  1  found  her  with  an  efflo- 
rescence 6f%e  skin,  which^Idid  riot  then  beliieve  to  be  stoall-pox. 
I*here'wa8,  however,  One  point  on  the  right  cheek  which  looked 
like  it;  and  on  the  IBth  the  disease' was  too  well  characterisefd  to 
iidmit  of  any  doubt  as  to  itsnature,  though  of  the  nnfdest  charac- 
ter; the  i^ffioresceuce  of  the  skin  (whieh,  in  the  uncontrolled  state 
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of  the  disease,  I  have  always  observed  to  progaosticate  iU  loost 
maligoant  formy)  haying  entirely  disappeared. 

On  the  20 thy  the  eruption  appeared  perfect,  but  the  pustujes 
small;  and  Crom  that  time  it  declined,  without  any  thing  like 
secondary  fever.  On  the  28th3  there  was  slight  inflammation  an.d 
swelling  of  the  right  upper  eyelid,  sufficient  to  irritate  the  surface 
of  the  eye ;  but  it  soon  yielded  to  mild  trea^tment,  and  she  has 
since  continued  in  perfect  health. 

The  disease^  however^,  having  thua  taken.  pWe  in  the 
family,  naturally  excited  anxiety  about  the  rest  of  the  chil* 
dren^  in  whom  the  consequencea  appeai:ed  as  follows,: 

Edmund,  the  youngest,  aged  seven  months,  who  had  been  aiio- 
cessfully  vaccinated  by  two  punctures  in  each  am,  and  who  was 
not  withdrawn  from  the  nursery  during  the  illness  of  his  usler«» 
had  no  sycoptom  of  the  disease  whatever. 

Georgiana,  aged  two  years,  had  been  vaccinated  in  one  ppintjo, 
eadi  arm.  She  had  a  little  feYerishness  for  two  nights,  which 
commenced  on  the  4th  of  November,  but  vas  foUov^ed  by  OA 
eruption,  and  would  in  all  probability  have  excited  no  suspicioii 
of  small-pox,  if  it  had  not  already  pre-existed  in  the  family. 

Maria,  aged  six  years,  was  attacked  with  the  constitutional 
symptoms  distinctly  on  the  2d  of  November.  Only  one  spot  ap- 
peared, which  was  on  her  upper  lip^  and  she  waa  per{ect;iy  well 
on  the  9tb. 

Augusta,  aged  seven  years,  began  to  Moken  on  the,  4th.  The 
emptioii  appeared  on  the  7th,  but  it  M^a  very  sU^tj  and,  though 
she  had  rather  more  debility  than  the  lest  during  its  couraa,  it 
faded  away  in  an  equally  short  tiiive. 

Harriet,  aged  |iiae  ye^rs,  wai^  attacked  (m  the  34.  On  the  7th, 
a  very  slight  eruption  appeared,  the  characters  of  which  wei^e 
scarcely  recognisable;  and  on  the  9th,  she  was  perfectly  w.^lU 

Arthur,  aged  fourteen,  had  som^  symptoms  wnich>  being  sinular 
to  those  of  an  attack  of  small-pojK^  excited  an  expectatjbon  th^t  h^ 
also  would  have  the  disease;  but  he  was  well  after  two  ds^^9,  wijtb?. 
out  any  eruption. 

Frederick,  aged  seventeen,  was  attacked  rather  severely  on  ^^ 
2d,  with  considerable  fever.  The  eruption  manifested  ixself  on 
the  following  day ;  it  was  of  the  mildest  nature.  On  the  7th,  it 
began  to  fade,  when  he  felt  perfectly  relieved,  and  was  well  in  a 
few  days. 

CaroJine,  the  eldest,  had  been  vaccinated  in  both  arms  m  her 
infancy,  by  one  punotuM  in  each,  and  had  sufiiered  from  oon« 
siderahle  inflammation  in  b^th  oC  them  d^ing  the  progoeas  of  heic 
inoculation :  she,  however,  escaped  every  symptom  of  the  small- 
pox. 

I  have  not,  the  en^isat  douh4  thait^  if  vaccination  had  nol 
preceded  the  infection  in  these  ea^es,  the  oonBequenee  to  (his 
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interesting  family  would  have  been  melangholy  in  the  ex- 
treme. Perhaps,  no  series  of  facts  in  the  history  of  vaccina- 
tion, so  closely  connected,  can  better  exemplify  the  gradations 
of  the  beneficial  inflnence  of  this  invaluable  preventive,  or 
more  clearly  show  the  propriety  of  the  recommendation  for- 
merly promulgated  by  the  Board,  to  inoculate  the  vaccine 
matter  into  at  least  two  places  in  each  arm,  in  order  most 
fully  to  secure  its  salutary  effects  upon  the  constitution  by  an 
adequate  deeree  of  the  specific  infiamination.  It  also  de- 
monstrates the  propriety  of  absolutely  prohibiting,  by  legis- 
lative authority,  the  exposure  of  those  objects  in  the  public 
roads  and  streets,  who  through  ignorance,  or  by  accident  or 
error,  may  have  become  the  subjects  of  the  destructive  and 
loathsome  influence  of  a  disease,  by  which, ,  according  to  the 
Bills  of  Mortality,  a  fifth  part  of  the  population  of  this  me- 
tropolis was  formerly  destroyed.* 

1  wish  to  add  to  this  account,  that,  having  been  recently 
engaged  in  some  rather  extepsive  investigations  concerning 
the  structure  of  the  skin,  I  find  that  the  excretory  ducts  (of 
which  there  are  very  many  millions  on  the  surface  of  the 
body,  serving  different  arid  important  offices,)  are  for  the 
most  part  obliterated  in  the  foveas,  or  pits,  le^ft  by  severe  small- 
pox. So  that  a  most  serious  change  must  suddenly  and 
unavoidably  occur  in  some  of  the  most  important  functions  in 
the  animal  economy ;  especially  when  the  disease  occurs,  as 
it  usually  does,  in  the  progress  of  growth,  when  nothing  can 
be  more  essential  than  the  integrity  of  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  on  the  surface  of  the  body,  and  the  perfection  of  those 
operations  which  are  dependent  thereupon.  Hence  we  may 
account,  in  a  great  degree,  for  the  excitement  of  those  diseases 
of  glands,  of  the  eyes  and  eyelids,  of  the  bones,  and  of  other 
organs,  which  small-pox  is  so  frequently  seen  to  induce;  and, 
alUiough  the  balance  may  in  time  be  restored  in  many  in- 
stances, by  the  gradually  increased  determination  to  so  much 
of  the  skin  as  remains  uninjured,  yet  the  alteration,  so  long 
as  it  operates,  must  be  both  injurious  and  perilous. 

A  remedy,  therefore,  like  vaccination,  which,  in  almost  every 
case,  if  not  in  every  case  in  which  it  has  been  properly  per- 
formed, prevents  the  secondary  fever,  the  ulceration,  or  gan- 
grene, and  the  consequent  pits,  from  occurring  in  small-pox, 
(even  if  it  fail  to  exempt  the  constitution  altogether  frgm  the 

*  It  is  ttill  qaestionable  whether  the  gmall'jtox  does  not  reew  a  second  iimej 
in  quite  as  large  a  proportion  of  cases  as  it  is  found  to  follow  a  regular  vacci- 
nation ;  in  which  case  the  latter  is  quite  as  effectual  a  security  against  the 
yarrolous  infectioii  as  small-pox  itsell.— T.  C. 
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disease^  although  it  had  no  other  advantaee^  would  be  of 
incalculable  value  to  society,  and  indisputably  of  the  highest 
advantage  to  every  individual  upon  whom  it  is  bestowed. 

fiOf  South  Audley-atreei ;  —  1822. 


PHYSIOLOGY, 
On  the  Influence  of  Atmospheric  Pressure  on  the  Circulation  of  the 
Blood:  being  a  Reply  to  the  Observations  o/*Dr.  Aknott  on  that 
subject*     By Carson,  m.d.  &c.  &c.* 

In  the  Number  of  the  London  Medical  Journal  for  June 
1827,  there  appears  an  extract  from  a  work  on  Physics,  lately 
published  by  Dr.  Amott.  As  this  selection  from  Dr.  Amott's 
work  appears  to  be  the  voluntary  act  of  the  editor  of  the 
Journal,  and  is  introduced  with  an  observation  expressive  of 
his  concurrence  with  the  argument  maintained  in  it,  he  will 
be  disposed,  I  am  sure,  to  give  an  early  place  to  the  following 
remarks. 

In  the  extract  it  is  stated  that  Dr.  Carson  and  Dr.  Barry 
had  wasted  a  great  deal  of  ingenuity  in  attempting  to  prove 
that  the  blood  is  returned  to  the  heart  by  atmospherical 
pressure. 

The  errors  into  which  Dr.  Barry  and  myself  have  fallen^ 
Dr.  Amott  very  delicately  and  with  kind  indulgence  attri- 
butes not  to  our  want  of  talents,  but  to  a  deficiency  in  our 
education.  As  it  appears  that  an  alarming  number  of  other 
medical  gentlemen,  also  not  deficient  in  talents,  had  adopted  ^ 
the  same  sentiment.  Dr.  Amott  takes  this  opportunity  of 
making  some  very  modest,  and  I  have  no  doubt  very  useful, 
observations  on  tne  deficiency  of  the  education  generally  of 
medical  students.  The  branch  of  education  of  which  Dr. 
Amott  laments  the  deficiency,  is  evidently  the  mathematical 
sciences.  For  high  attainments  in  these  sciences,  I  have 
ever  felt  the  greatest  veneration,  not  unaccompanied  with  a 
wish  and  some  efibrts  that  these  should  be  my  own ;  and  I 
am  ready  to  allow  that,  in  the  course  of  my  physiological  in- 
quiries respecting  the  motion  of  the  blood  and  respiration,  I 
have  had  many  occasions  to  lament  that  these  efibrts  were 
not  more  successful.  But  their  want  of  success  is  far  from 
being  acknowledged  in  the  treatment  of  the  subject  discussed 
in  this  extract 

It  has  been  observed  that  great  progress  may  be  made  by 
some  men,  even  in  the  higher  branches  of  mathematics,  with* 

*  In  the  MS.  this  paper  is  merely  entitled  **  Dr.  Carson^s  Reply  to  Dr. 
Arnott,"  bnt  we  have  thought  it  necessary  to  substitute  the  above,  as  more 
explicit. — E. 

No.  342.— iVo.  14,  New  Seiies,  S    - 
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out  much  expenditure  pf  thinking.  So  long  as  these  men 
are  allowed  to  adhere  to  their  formulcs,  they  will  advance  with 
great  correctness  and  rapidity,  but«  if  left  a  moment  without 
their  accustomed  ^uide,  they  soon  come  to  a  stand,  or  devi- 
ate into  bewildering  errors.  They  are  like  a  waggon  in  a 
rail*  road:  as  long  as  the  wheels  of  the  waggon  roll  within  the 
iron  grooves  of  we  rail-way,  the  machine  proceeds  with  cor- 
rectness, safety,  and  often  with  wonderful  rapidity;  but,  if 
the  wheels  slip  out  of  their  defence,  the  machine  either  stops 
entirely,  or,  if  it  moves,  is  soon  overthrown,  scattering  its 
diversified  contents  in  ruinous  disorder  along  the  plain.  Dr. 
Amott  would  appear  to  afford  an  illustration  of  tne  correct- 
ness of  this  observation.  But  let  it  be  understood  that  I  am 
drawing  this  conclusion  from  the  extract  alone  which  the 
editor  has  published,  as  I  have  not  seen  the  rest  of  that 
gentleman's  work,  which  may  in  other  articles  be  deserving 
of  the  praise  bestowed  upon  it.  But  to  proceed  to  the  Doc- 
tor's argument.  Any  person,  the  learned  Doctor  observes, 
who  understands  the  nature  of  a  domestic  pump,  must  be  sa- 
tisfied that  blood  cannot  b^  raised  by  suction  through  pliant 
vessels  like  the  veins,  as  the  sides  of  theyessel  will  be  press- 
ed together  by  the  atmosphere,  or  will  collapse,  and  thus  an 
end  will  be  put  to  suction. 

When  engaged  in  the  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  motion 
of  the  blood,  and  looking  out  for  objections  which  might  be 
urged  against  the  doctrine,  that  I  might  prevent  them  by  an 
anticipated  reply,  this  occurred  as  one  that  would  most  rea- 
dily be  made,  and  one  to  which  careless  and  superficial 
reasoners  would  appear  plausible  and  of  great  weight.  The 
objection  was  nevertheless  repeatedly  urged,  and  in  particular 
by  Dr.  Wilson  Philip,  I  think,  in  the  Medical  and  Chirur- 
gical  Transactions.  To  Dr.  Philip  I  took  occasion  to  repeat 
my  reply  in  a  Treatise  on  the  Motion  of  the  Blood  in  the 
Head,  published  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Sui*gical 
Journal,  and  was  in  hopes  that  this  reply  would  have  pre- 
vented the  renewal  of  the  objection.  In  this,  however,  I 
have  been  disappointed.  As  this  reply  has  either  been  unob- 
served or  deemed  defective  by  the  learned  author  of  the 
Treatise  on  Physics  and  the  editor  of  the  London  Journal,  I 
am  compelled  to  resume  the  subject ;  and,  as  I  hope  it  will  be 
for  the  last  time,  will  go  into  it  to  greater  extent. 

If  the  fluid  to  be  raised  by  a  pump  be  of  a  greater  specific 
gravity  than  the  fluid  through  which  it  is  to  be  raised,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  stem  of  the  pump  be  so  far  incompressible 
as  to  resist  a  greater  pressure  tiian  that  supplied  by  a  column 
of  fluid  of  the  height  of  the  pump,  and  ot  a  weignt  measur- 
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able  by  the  difFerence  of  the  specific  gravity  of  the  fluid  to  be 
raised  and  of  that  through  which  it  is  to  be  raised.     In  the 
case  of  raising  water  through  the  medium  of  air,  such  a  pump 
is  necessary.    Any  attempt  to  raise  water  in  this  way  through 
the  atmosphere  in  easily  compressible  tubes  will  necessarily 
fail,  in  consequence  of  the  collapsing  of  the  tube.     But  the 
case  is  very  different  if  the  fluid  to  be  raised  be  of  the  same 
specific  gravity  with  the  fluid  through  which  it  is  to  be  raised : 
for  instance,  if  water  is  to  be  raised  through  water,  a  very 
limber  and  pliant  tube  will  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  as 
the  pressure,  in  consequence  of  the  equality  of  the  gravity  of 
the  fluids,  must  be  as  great  npon  the  internal  as  upon  the  exter- 
nal surface  of  the  tute.     According  as  the  .fluids  to  be  raised 
exceed  or  approach  to  the  fluids  through  which  they  are  to  be 
raised  inspecific  gravit]^,  in  thesame  proportion  will  the  stemjof 
a  pump  otany  given  height  require  to  be  more  or  less  unyield- 
ing.    A  tube  with  weaker  sides  will  be  sufficient  to  raise  oil 
through  air,  than  wquld  be  required  to  raise  water  to  a  given 
height  through  the  same  medium^  and  a  firmer  tube  will  be 
necessary  for  raising  mercury  through  air,  than  what  would 
be  required  to  raise  the  same  metal  through  water  to  a  given 
height.     It  is  not  simply,  therefore,  the  removal  of  the  atmo- 
spherical pressure  from  the  surface  of  the  fluid  tQ  be  raised 
which  regulates  the  degree  of  pressure  sustained  by  the  ex- 
ternal surface  of  the  pump,  but  it  is  that  in  conjunction  with 
the  difference  of  the  gravity  of  the  fluids  to  be  raised,  and 
that  of  the  medium  through  which  they  are  to  be  raised. 

These  facts,  which  (simple  as  they  appear)  are  of  the  great- 
est importance  in  our  present  inquiry,  may  all  be  proved  b^r  an 
easy  experimental  process.  Take  a  very  limber  and  pliant 
onioh^stalk,  of  afoot,  say,  in  length,  and  insert  one  end  of  it 
into  water,  and  suck  through  the  other  end  ;  the  sides  of  the 
stalk  will  collapse,  and  no  water  will  reach  the  mouth.  But, 
if  the  stalk  be  sunk  to  the  top  in  water,  and  an  attempt  be 
made  in  that  state  to  suck  from  the  upper  end,  the  water  will 
flow  readily  into  the  mouth,  and  the  sides  of  the  tube  will 
manifest  no  tendency  to  collapse.  The  same  thing  will  occur 
in  attempting  to  draw  air  through  air,  oil  through  the  medium 
of  oil,  or  mercury  through  that  of  mercury.  In  case,  in  these 
last  instances,  the  suction  be  mAde  so  that  the  fluid  should 
pass  with  great  rapidity  through  the  tube,  the  sides  of  the 
tube  may  yield  inwards  to  a  certain  extent,  in  consequence  of 
the  resistance  given  to  the  passage  of  the  fluid  through  the 
tube  by  the  friction  between  the  sides  of  the  tube  and  the 
current.  It  plainly  follows  that  the  force  or  the  extent  of  the 
removal  of  atmospherical  pressure  required  to  raise  fluids 
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through  tubes  will  be  in  proportion  to  the  difference  between 
the  specific  gravity  of  the  fluid  to  be  raised  and  that  of  the 
fluid  through  which  it  is  to  be  raised,  the  height  being  the 
same.     Greater  suction  will  be  required  to  raise  mercury  to 
the  height  of  an  inch  through  air,  than  would  be  required  to 
raise  water  to  the  same  height  in  the  same  medium.    Hence 
it  follows  that  less  diminution  of  resistance  will  be  sufficient 
to  return  the  blood  to  the  heart  through  the  veins  of  fishes, 
and  the  foetus  in  utero,  which  are  constantly  immerged  in  a 
fluid  nearly  of  the  same  specific  gravity  with  the  blood,  than 
in  those  of  the  mammalia  after  birth.    The  power  derived 
from  the  simple  relaxation  of  the  circular  fibres  of  the  heart, 
aided  by  the  elasticity  perhaps  of  those  fibres,  will  be  quite 
sufficient  to  secure  the  return  of  the  blood  to  the  heart  in 
fishes  and  in  the  foetus  in  utero.  ^In  animals  so  situated,  any 
further  aid  from  lungs  would  be  superfluous,  and  is  therefore 
not  supplied.     For  the  same  reason,  no  obstruction  is  to  be 
apprehended  to  the  return  of  the  blood  from  the  collapsing  of 
the  sides  of  the  vein.     One  would  infer  from  this  doctrine, 
that  fishes  are  little  subject  to  inflammation.     A  great  deal 
of  the  advantage  derived  from  sea-bathing  might  be  ac- 
counted for  in  this  principle,  and  bathing,  or  more  efiectually 
perhaps  the  diving  oell,  might  be  extended  with  advantage  to 
many  diseases,  in  which  the  freedom  of  the  circulation  was 
affected^    In  the  mammalia,  after  birth,  the  veins  are  placed 
in  a  situation  not  altogether  the  same  with  that  of  those  ves- 
sels in  fishes  and  in  the  foetus  in  utero ;  though,  even  in  the 
former,  these  vessels  may  be  said  to  be  immersed  in  a  fluid,  or 
in  a  substance  charged  with  a  fluid,  of  the  same  specific  gra* 
vity  with  that  of  the  fluid  which  it  is  their  office  to  transmit. 
The  veins  of  the  mammalia  can  neither  be  said  to  be  in  the 
situation  of  these  vessels  in  fished  or  in  the  foetus  in  utero; 
nor  are  they  in  the  state  of  vessels  immersed  in  air,  or  in  a 
fluid  of  a  specific  gravity  very  different  from  that  of  the  fluid 
they  contain.     They  are  in  a  middle  state,  but  one  which  ap- 
proaches nearer  to  that  of  the  same  vessels  in  fishes,  than 
that  of  a  tube  solely  surrounded  by  air.     The  heart,  aided 
probably  by  the  arteries,  transmits-  blood  to  all  the  extreme 
arteries ;  by  which  the  most  extreme  parts  of  the  system  are 
pervaded.     By  the  rapidity  with  which  these  transmissions 
are  made,  the  system  may  be  said  to  be  kept  constantly  full, 
although  its  sides  are  compressible  and  surrounded  by  air. 
The  animal  system  may  be  compared  to-a  vessel  of  fixed  di- 
mensions, of  the  same  size  and  shape,  containing  solid  mate- 
rials of  various  dimensions   and  forms,  frequently  hollow, 
while  all  the  cavities  and  interstices  are  filled  with  blood. 
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watery  fluids,  or  air  under  a  considerable  degree  of  compres- 
sion, excepting  the  air  in  the  bronchi,  which  may  be  consi- 
dered as  exterior  to  the  vessel.  A  vein  traversing  a  fabric  of 
this  description  is.  nearly,  though  not  altogether,  in  the  same 
situation  with  a  hollow  tube  fully  immersed  in  any  homoge- 
neous fluid.  The  sides  of  the  vein,  when  blood  was  attempted 
to  be  transmitted  through  it,  might  have  some  tendency  to 
collapse.  But  this  tendency  is  counteracted  by  a  variety  of 
causes.  The  veiii  is  not  bare,  but  has  a  space  assigned  to  it 
fitted  to  its  bulk  ^with  its  ordinary  charge  of  blood.  This 
space  it  must  always  occupy,  or  leave  a  space  to  be  occupied 
by  some  other  substance,  rtiove  or  less  fixed.  It  is  connected 
throughout  its  course  with  other  substances,  which,  by  col- 
lapsing, it  must  draw  from  other  connexions.  The  arched 
stnM^ure,  particularly  in  the  capillaries  and  smaller  veins, 
where  the  curvature  of  the  arches  is  great,  and  which  often 
run  upon  surfaces  in  contact  with  air,  enables  it  to  resist  con- 
siderable external  force.  On  the  supposition  that  blood  is 
returned  to  the  heart  by  atmospherical  pressure,  a  considerable 
force  must'  be  required  to  remove  the  reauisite  degree  of 
pressure  from  thejend  of  the  tube  through  wnich  the  Wood  is 
to  be  discharged  into  the  heart;  but  by  no  means  so  great  a 
force  as  would  be  required  to  raise  water  to  an  equal  height 
through  air.  In  the  case  of  the  mammalia  after  birth,  simple 
relaxation' of  the  circular  fibres  of  the  heart,  aided,  as  that  di- 
lating relaxation  may  be,  by  an  elastic  structure,  might  not 
be  sufficient,  a  further  aid  is  afforded  by  the  elasticity  of  the 
lungs. 

But,  says  Dr.  Amott,  there  are  certain  phenomena  which 
show  that  if  it  were  possible  to  return  the  blood  by  suction 
to  the  heart  in  this^way  :  this,  however,  is  not  recjuired ;  and 
in  support  of  his  assertion  he  adduces  the  operation  of  bleed- 
ing. If  the  veins  of  the  arm  are  compressed  by  a  ligature, 
the  veins  beyond  the  ligature  will  soon  be  seen  to  swell,  and, 
if  the  vein  be  opened  beyond  the  ligature,  blood  will  flow 
with  ^at  force.  This  force  cannot,  he  justly  observes,  be 
occasioned  by  suction.  If  Dr.  Amott  had  perused  with  any 
att^fttion  my  Treatise  on  the  Motion  of  the  Blood,  he  would 
not  have,  I  think^  stated  this  objection.  I  do  not  deny  that 
the  force  of  the  heart  and  arteries  may  be  sufiicient  to  move 
the  blood  in  certain  [circumstances  through  its  whole  course, 
but  maintain  that  this  is  not  the  force  employed  for  that 
purpose  by  nature.  Before  the  action  or  impetus  of  the  heart 
and  arteries  'can  effect  the  blood  in  the  veins,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  veins  be  distended  to  that  condition  in  which  they 
possess  the  property  of  rigid  tubes.     Now,  in  the  case  ad- 


130  ORIGINAL    PAPERS. 

duced  by  Dr.  Arnott,  in  consequence  of  the  veins  being  ren- 
dered impermeable,  and  blood  being  constantly  poured  into 
them  by  the  arteries,  they  soon  become  distended  to  their  ut- 
most capacity,  and  in  that  situation  act  like  rigid  tubes.  A 
quantity  of  blood  being  thrown  into  them  in  this  situation  at 
one  end,  an  equal  quantity  must  be  discharged  by  the  same 
force  from  the  other  end.  In  the  ordinary  circulation,  the 
veins  are  by  no  means  dilated  to  this  extent.  Therefore,  how- 
ever powerful  the  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries  may  be,  the 
blood  cannot  be  transmitted  through  the  veins  by  this  action. 
Allow  me  to  ask,  in  my  turn,  one  question  of  Dr.^mott: 
When  a  vein  is  opened  in  the  ami  or  leg,  without  t£e  veins 
above  the  opening  being  compressed  by  ligatures,  why  is  not 
blood  discharged  irom  these  openings  ?  Trie  blood  certainly, 
on  the  supposition  of  its  being  propelled  by  a  force  a  tergo, 
would  find  its  way  rather  out  of  the  opening,  than  proceed  in 
the  vein,  carrying  before  it  a  column  of  hlood  one  or  two  feet 
in  height. 

It  is  not  a  little  surprising,  and  I  think  indicative  of  bad 
generalship,  that,  in  attempting  to  refute  the  doctrine  that 
the  blood  is  returned  to  the  heart  by  atmospherical  pressure, 
Df.  Arnott  should  have  reference  to  the  explication  of  phe- 
nomena. It  is  a  matter  of  surprise  to  many  physiologists  of 
the  present  day,  and  I  doubt  not  will  be  so  to  many  more  in 
another  age,  tnat  such  reluctance  has  been  shown  to  abandon 
doctrines  with  which  the  greatest  ingenuity  is  incapable  of 
reconciling  the  most  common  occurrences,  and  such  hesita- 
tion in  embracing  an  hypothesis  by  which  all  the  phenomena 
referable  to  it  admit  ot  an  easy  and  satisfactory  explication. 
The  single  fact  that  little  or  no  blood  flows  from  a  wound 
made  in  a  vein  in  the  leg  or  arm,  is  suiEcient  to  overturn  on 
this  pc^nt  the  doctrine  of  HaiTey,  which  maintains  that  blood 
in  the  veins  is  returned  to  the  heart  by  the  projectile  power  of 
the  left  ventricle  alonei,  and  which  subsequent  physiologists 
have  not  improved  by  enlisting  the  vibrations  of  the  arteries 
in  aid  of  the  power  of  the  heart.  Dr.  Arnott  denies  that  Dr. 
Barry's  experiment  with  cupping-glasses,  by  which  that  phy- 
sician stopped  the  progress  of  poison  introduced  into  a  wound, 
is  any  proof  of  the  influence  of  suctioil  in  the  motion  of  the 
blood.  It  appeariB,  however^  to  me,  that  if  a  substance  be 
stopped  in  its  progress  by  removing  from  it  a  share  of  atmo- 
spherical pressure,  that  atmospheric^  pressure  must  have  some 
part  in  the  process  allowed  to  be  made  by  that  substance, 
when  no  share  of  that  pressure  is  withdrawn.  Dr.  Arnott 
seems  displeased  that  Dr.  Barry  should  attempt  to  erect  a 
system  of  practice  upon  the  doctrine  of  the  blood  being  re- 
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turned  to  the  heart  by  atmospherical  pressure.  I  trust,  how- 
ever, that  Dr.  Barry  will  not  be  deterred  from  his  pursuits  by 
menaces*  I  may  call  them,  of  this  nature.  There  is  not  an 
object,  in  my  opinion,  more  worthy  of  the  talents  of  Dr.  Barry, 
nor  one  by  pursuing  which  he  can  render  greater  services  to 
majikind,  than  by  a  careful  application  of  the  doctrines  which, 
with  some  modifications,  he  has  espoused  in  the  complicated 
phenomena  of  disease,  and  of  subjecting  the  medical  practice 
to  the  same,  as  I  think,  infallible  test. 

What  obscurity  still  hangs  over  the  doctrine  of  inflamma- 
tion? JIow  disaxipointing,  how  contradictory,  and  fretjuently 
how  peraicious,  the  treatment  of  it !  If  the  hypothesis  that 
the  blood  is  returned  to  the  heart  by  atmospherical  pressure 
be  true, — and  stronger  arguments  must  be  produced  tnan  any 
which  have  hitherto  been  urged  before  I  can  have  any  doubt 
of  its  truth, — the  practice  mtherto  employed  in  all  diseases 
depending  on  a  derangement  of  the  circulating  fluids  must 
have  been  either  empirical,  (by  which  I  mean,  derived  solely 
from  experience,)  or  founded  on  an  erroneous  hypothesis. 

On  the  supposed  Function  of  the  ^in  as  an  Absorbent.  By 
Hekky  Robertson,  m.d.  Author  of  a  Work  on  the  Natural 
History  of  the  Atmosphere,  &c. 

The  prevention  of  disease  is  a  part  of  the  physician's  duty, 
next  in  importance  to  its  successful  treatment;  but  preventive 
measures  can  only  be  founded  on  the  basis  of  philosophic^ 
principles,  and  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  nature  of 
exciting  causes,  and  of  their  operation.  The  former  I  have 
already  fully  discussed  in  my  work  on  the  Atmosphere  \  so 
far  as  regards  the  causes  of  febrile  diseases,  I  have  also  ad- 
duced what  I  consider  satisfactory  prooiB  that  miasmata  and 
contagion  act  upon  the  system  through  the  medium  of  the 
lungs :  my  present  object  is  more  particularly  to  show  that 
the  skin  aflbrds  no  medium  for  infection. 

The  excretory  or  exhaling  power  of  the  skin  is  fully  and 
satisfactorily  treated  of  by  Mr.  Cruickshanks  :  indeed/ 
several  of  his  experiments  laaay  be  considered  as  proving  that 
the  excretory  or  exhaling  power  of  the  skin  is  its  principal 
efiect  on  the  circulating  mass.  But  this  author  says  not  a 
word  of  its  supposed  absorbing  powers ;  and  if  it  can  be 
shown  that  it  does  not,  in  a  healthy  state  possess  the  power 
of  inhaling  or  absorbing  matters  applied  to  the  surface,  the 
notion  that  certain  contagions  reach  the  system  through 
that  medium  must  be  abandoned ;  and  so  far  we  shall  have 
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got  into  the  right  course  of  ascertaining  the  chfinnel  flirough 
which  certain  volatile. poisons  infefit^our  bo(JiC'" 

It  has  been^rged^y  those  who  aiippOTt  the 
skin  performs  in  ib^orbiiig  fu'il<i1^oll)  tH^t  its ! 
been  traced  operiingpri  the  aurfac^  S^i^se,  of  c( 
have  been£6en  on  the  deai^ullijecij^^li^d.  by  t] 
silver  injectio'n,whicTi^'tyitsiiwei^nt/j^^ 
to  make  its  way  through^  tti^  ^nrfisiistipgand' 

of  these  VesseU  ii^  s'ucl^'  (^iiicuniSEapces,'  and _-,..  __,, 

posing  scarf  skin.  Mie  Drifices  of,'  lymphatics  t^peping'  on  the 
surface.havertever  been' detected,  either  {n  the  living  or  3^ad 
body,  by  eXaminaiion  with  glasses  possessing  the  highest 
magnifying  power^.  ,      . 

'  The  next  alledged  confirmation  of  tbe  f(bsorbing  function 
of  the  skin,  is  the  well-known  fact  that  strangury  lolloyvs,  in 
many  instances,  the  application  of  cantharides  to  any  part  of 
the  surface;  whence  it  is  argued  that  ahaorption  has  taken 
place  by  the  skin.    The  fact  of  .abs6iT)tiQn  in.thi3case,  and 
Its  efiects,  will  not  be  disputed;  hut  the  mann^  in  which 
this  is  accomplished  admits,  in  my  opinion,  of  a  more  satis- 
factory explanation;  for  the  ati 
cantharides  have  produced  irrit 
is  rendered  bo  porous  that  the 
within  reach  or  the  plaster,  a 
tndammation,  readily, absorb  m; 
in  their  cjuiescent  state:  but  wl 
lymphatics  or  bytiiir^ute'v^oiis 
to  say.     Another' thiirig'l^o  be  ai 
that  while  the  vesicl^  is  entire.'n 
only  ensues  either  in  ppciiUat  hi 
or  after  the  vesication  is  ruptui 
knows  that  a  piece  of  gause  ii 
and  the  cuticle  commbnlyprevt^u 
impediment  to  tfie  ord^iiary  effe. 

the  skin,     Accftri^ing  to  niyei-i^v..™*.-,  ^ g— j   -i 

apt  to  supetrene  from  a  blister  plaster  laid  \i^on  the  Sd'alp,' t^an 
wnen  appRed  to  any  other  j^art  <tf  tbe' sMn ;  apd  anatomists 
find' fewer  absorbents  ot  the  scalp  tHan  oh  the' surface  gene- 
rally. But  this  is  explaiiied'by  attending  t6  the  shape  of  the 
head,  where  if  a  plastpr  is  applied,  eveiiof  tbemost  moderate 
size;  one  portion  of  it  necessarily  lies  flat  on  tbe  surface,  as 
tfie  serum  distends  only  the  most  depending'  portion  of  the 
vesication.  .   ■  ■    ■- 

The  i^ext  fact  adduced  in  support  of  the  supposed  absorb- 
ing function  of  the  skii^  istaken  from  th&  practice  of  local 
applications  of  certain  matters   to  the   surface,   which  are 
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thereby  carried  into  th^  system;*  and  chiefly  from  the  effect 
of  mercurial  frictions,  by  which  the  system  oecom^ii  imbued 
with  that  mineral.  In  opposition  tp  this  opinion  it  is  to  be 
observed,  that,  except  ir^  matters  of  considerable  acrimony, 
by  which  the  cuticle  is  aff^ct^d,  ^he  mere  application  of 
substances  upoju  the  surface  19  n^ver  followed  by  au  absorp-*- 
tion  of  an^  portion  of  thorn;  wd,  in  regard  to  the  case  of 
frictions  witn  mercurial  ointment,  it  is  v^rjr  well  knpwn  that, 
evea  in  people  the  most  susceptible  to  the  impressions  of  this 
mineral,  no  sensible  effect  is  produced  in  the  system  till  after 
considerable  friction  has  been  employed^  and  in  an  atmo- 
sphere of  a  certain  temperaturct  I|i  other  instances,  the  fric- 
tions, together  with  the  acrid  nature  of  the  substance,  occasion, 
a  number  of  partial  inflammatioos,  by  which  the  absorbent  res- 
seb  of  th^  skin«  thus  expos^  and  irritated^  may  possibly 
take  up  a  portion  of  the  mineral,  and  convey  it  to  the  circu- 
lation. However,  from  repeated  experience  on  thj^  point,  I 
Qow  am  Qonvinced  that  much  delusion  exists  on  the  supposed 
power  of  the  absorbents  of  the  skin  in  imbibing  mercury  by 
friction.  It  is  very  well-known  that  quicksilver,  either  in  its 
pure  or  compound  ^tate»  i^  an  esctremely  volatile  substance* 
even  at  the  ordinary  temperature  of  the  air,  if  it  is  exposed,  to 
agitation,  a^,  was  experienced  in  the,  melancholy. occurrence 
tvhich  took  pls^^e  ont)oard  the  Triumph  andPbipps's  men  of 
war  off  C^di?,  in  1 8 10^  and  in  several  other  familiar  ipstances : 
accordingly  I  have,  by  repe^^^ted  and  varied  experiments,, 
found  that  I  never  coula  produce  ^  mercurial  affection  of  the 
system  in  anyone  by  friction  MoQe^  if  th^.  temperature  of  the 
air  was  vary  low,  and  ftccess.  to  a  fire  during  the  operation 
prevented,  when  the.  common  mercurial  ointment  was  em- 
ployed, unless  a  certain  deeree  of  inflammation  in  the  part, 
rubbed  had  been  produced ;  and  even  then  the  affection  of 
the  system  waa  much  more  tardyf  in  coming  on,  than  when 
the  friction  was  performed  in  a  warm  room,  or  when  some 
volatile  matters,  as  canxphor,  or  a  small  portion  of  any  essenr* 
tial  oil,  was  mixed  witn  the  ointment*  This  has  been  the 
uniform  result,  «ven  in  men  so  susceptible  of  the  effect  of 
mercury  that  two  or  three  frictions  by  the  fire  were  sufiicient 
to  affect  the  gums,  Blit  what  I  consider  places  this  question 
in  a  clearer  point  of  view  is,  that  I  have  met  with  two  in- 
stances in  servants  who  were  employed  to  apply  mercurial 
fiiction  to  others,  and  who  were  thereby  affected  with  th^ 
usual  symptoms  of  that  mineral  on  the  system,  altboujgh 
tlieir  bands,  otherwise  hard,  were  carefully  protected  with 

*  Our  readers  will  find  some  remarku  on  the  appHcation  of  medfcines  to  the 
•kbi,  in  the  CoixserAMBA  of  the pf^seat  Number*— Ki>« 

No.  3412.— No,  14,  New  Skriea,  T 


134  ORIOINAL    PAPERS. 


oil- skin  gloves.  I  have  likewiBe  seep  delicate  women  com- 
plain of  slightly  tender  gums  and  a  coppery  taste^  who  had 
occasion  to  be  much  with  people  under  the  use  of  mercury 
for  hepatitis.  From  these  facts^. therefore,  I  am  persuaded 
that  tne  affection  of  the  system  supervening  upon  friction 
with  mercurial  medicines  js  an.  illiisioti«  on  the  supposition 
that  it'  is  occasioned  by  cuticular  absorption*  On  the  con- 
trary^ I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that,  in  all  the  above 
instances,  the  affection  of  the  system  is  the  consequence  of 
the  respiration  of  mercurial  vapour,  occasioned  by  the  friction 
Und  the  heat,  whereby  the  mercurv  is  in  a  certain  degree 
volatilised  :  and  I  consider  the  two  fast  cases  I  have  adduced 
as  decisive  of  this  opinion.  . 

The  favourers  of  the  notion  that  the  skin  in  a  sound  slate 
performs  an  absorbing  function  adduce,  as  a  proof  of  their 
opinion,  the  well-known  fact  that  thirst  is  quenched  by 
taking  a  bath ;  and  this  they  suppose  to  be  effected  by  an 
absorption  of  the  water  by  the  lymphatics  of  the  skiri.  Ujjoh 
this  fact  I  shall  limit  what  I  have  to  say  to  that  which 
takes  place  in  a  cold  bath ;  as,  in  the  tepid  or  hot  bath, 
without  precautions  are  taken  to  exclude  the  vapour  from 
having  access  to  the  organs  of  respiration,  the  experiments 
must  go  for  nothipg,  as  the  absorbing  power  of  the  pulmo- 
nary system  is  now  determined^  beyond  the  possibility  of 
doubt.  -  In  speaking  of  the  effect  of  the  cold  bath  in  quench- 
ing thirst,  th^  various  causes  of  that  sensation  must  betaken 
into  consideration.  Thirsty  in  a  state  of  health,  is  occasioned 
|)y  an  increased  determination  to  the  skin,  either  by  the 
temp^ture  of  the  air  or  exercise,  whereby  the  thinner  por- 
tion of  the  circulating  fluid  passes  off  in  too  great  proportion 
by  transpiration,  or  perhaps  more  frequently  depends  oq  the 
,  comparatively  indigestible  nature  of .  the  ali«ieht  taken  into, 
the  stomach,  in  €very  insfahce  it  i^  ioaarked  by  an  increased 
temperature  of  the  skiri,  and  is  attended  with  a  correspond- 
ing tension  in  the  circulating  vessels.  The  former  of  these 
symptoms  is  probably  in  consequence  of  the  sympathy  be- 
tween the  skin  and  the '  digestive  organs ;  therefore  the 
diminution  of  the  heat  of  the  Suirfac^  "by  cold  bathing;  acts 
indirectly  upon  the^  alio^entary  qanal,  and  consequeriUy  re- 
lieves the  feelings  of  thirst  when  it  arises  from  either  or  the 
causes  above  mentioned.  But  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  the 
same  effect  is  produced  whether  the  bath  is  of  fresh  or  of  salt 
water,  and  the  latter  we  know,  even  admitting  its  absorption 
by  the  skin,  is  but  ill  adapted  for  allaying  the  sensation  of 
inirst.  But,  in  proof  that  no  absorption  takes  place  by  the 
skin  in  such  cases,  I  shall  refer  to  the  accident  that  befell 
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Lieutenant  Shannon,  related  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine. 
This  gentleman  fell  into  the  shaft  of  an  old  coalpit,  where  he 
remained  seyefal  days  up  to  the  middle  ini^ater;  yet  the 
greatest  misery  he  endured  during  all  this  time  was  occasioned 
Dv  the  overpowering  sensation  of  thirsthe  experienced.  Id 
addition  to  the  above,  I  refer  to  the  Aphorisms  of  Sanc- 
TORius,  in  his  work  on  Medical  Stsitics,  (section  2d,  "  De 
Acre  et  Aquis.*^  Indeed,  the  result  of  this  philosopher's 
experiments  fully  bear  me  out  in  the  explanation  I  have  given 
of  the  effects  of  the  cold  bath  in  quenching  thirst.  I  may 
also  bring  forward,  in  proof  of  the  opinion  stated,  that  the 
skill  perjforms  no  absorbing  function  in  its  healthy  condition^ 
the  difierent  cases  of  diabetes  on  record,  where  the  quantity 
of  urine  exceeded  considerably  the  amount  of  the  ingesta, 
notwithstanding  the  cuticle  was  smeared  with  unctuous 
matters ;  and  other  cases^  where  the  whole  surface  was  cover- 
ed ovjsr  with  a  van)ish  ;  as  under  these  circumstances  it  cait 
never  be  supposed  that  the  increased  quantity  of  urine 
was  the  consequence  of  absorption  by  the  skin. 

There  are  certain  diseases  that  infect  the  skin,  whi'ch  are 
imagined  to  be  the  consequence  of  absorption,  as  psof  a  and 
primary  syphilis  ;  but  this  notion  seems  to  be  the  result  of  a 
superficial  view  of  the  question ;  for  were  these,  or  any  other 
similai*  local  disease,  tne  effect  of  absorption,  in*  place  of  a 
circumscribed  and  tardy  ulceration,  the  entire  branch  of  the 
lymphatics  leading  from  th^  local  affection  must  have  become 
simultaneously  diseased  in  a  similar  manner.  These  disease^ 
mpst^  probably  originate  from  the  peculiar  matter  of  each 
exciting  a  specific  irritation  and  inflammation  on  that  part  of 
the  surface  to  which  tliey  are  applied,,  while  no  absorp- 
tiop  takes  place  till  the  Qiatter  generated  is  mixed  with,  tne 
fluids  of  the  body.  Some  diseases,  as  tinea,  are  the 
consequences  of  a  morbid  action  originating  in  the  skin  itself, 
whereby  a  matter  is  generated  that  acts  upon  the  sound  por- 
tion of  the  skin  asaoorrosive,  thus  producing  ulceration.  In 
this  way  psora  commences  on  those  parts  of  the  body  where 
the  cuticle  i^  most  delicate  ^  and  syphilis  primarily  attacks 
tKose  fjlaces  where,"  from  the  extreme  tenuity  of  the  cuticle, 
the  skin  itself  is  more  exposed  to  be  aflfected  with  that 
or  other  animal  pbisons.  But  in  all  such  cases  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  cuticle  is  previously  penetrated  by  these  poisons, 
by  which  the  cutis  is  thus  affectea  by  irritation,  independently 
01  absorption. 

Indeed,  every  surgeon  meets  with  daily  instances  where 
plaster  bandages  are  loosened  and  thrown^  off  the  surface,  in 
consequence  of  an  aqueous  exudatipji   under   them;Vhich 
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Eurely  could  not  happea  were  the  tkin,  as  fiuppoeed,  pos- 
eesBBO  of  absorbing  powe». 

'  i  ahali  conflhide  these  obserVBtiops  by  referriag  to  Dr. 
CiTRaiE's  bookoD  tiieuae  of  Gold  AbluCien  in  Fevers, — to 
the DictionnairedesSoieiicea MeAieaks, (afticle  Pe»ti,)— 'and . 
to  the  (econd  Trfdnie  of  my  Worft  (m  the  Atmosphere,  for 
further  infonnsiion  on  this  itriportant  quttrtion. 

Having  thus  stated  some  particulars  which  appear  to  me  of 
d>ta8id6rabl«  importtmee  in  a  proctioal  -poiat-ofviMV,'  ind 
whichfonnblytmlitetcagiaiilittthQdBpiiowd  abR^Wa^  ponwr 
of  the  kiitfi  Isfaiiti  oOA^tlde  thispafs-  by  sdMoiuiM;  iCwo 
cases  whioh,  ia  tny  opibiim^^alSwa  A^rah-'pnof  of'WnkU:'! 
have  many  ttsiGS'Mlvaficdd,  tiiaf  timivalattie  poiaoqa  Attd-sA 
inlH-tsttie  bOd7<1^iroli0k*4ie'pbiiii«iarir-ByBteila  wiy. 

A  (ady'in  her'siitieffi  vii^t',  tlie  widow  bra' person  of  rdiitc,  and 
,the  tnother'of  ■scverir  dilUreti,'  WhO'  haS' tJirbiigh  life  Been  Vtry 
healtliy,  tftth  'Vtve  ^^tcepttrtiT  Of '8ligRt-ileWbH9'%*m[J(Mnii  '**«, 
du*ltfg'-**fe  ^I'SlW,"***!!-"****''''^'  *tJ«snlot''"tfocittiritJc*V''W- 
tended  with  but  little  irritauon,  and  thtr'^t'«tiiMi'Wde^'ba«hl^it) 
appean(ftt«itittd  ^Htity.'r  sg^,^  ^tfwyiiahilripidly  iDeriMed  ta 
»aoK  Ji:ji«^rMi.itbatiliBiJile4p'(l»tijK><ft«qnfiotlr.^Md^  Aenebj, 

liharigwdral'hHaitfa)  bogiAiitai^l*^   '  '        ' 


ifba.'«OD(uited,  j.il>fo«iid.>tMD  thQif4implt^i«f«i;.iMv1^.  AXft 


tke  lady  'bad  'TenthMdia'tbe:^  dMifiog>«oom  rudier  later  tkaa 
uEtial^  as-'the  felt  ^tterin  alljreRpectas'botirtc  had  been  but  a 
Bkort  timeiD  ib«d  befote-an  aggctrrat^onof  liieiittRil)D|;  lywpAom 
BVpexTcned,  Havingtfajs  lexplanatioi)  qftbe  oiK^imstaneeat  Inras 
coDTinced  thM/tbejiebaJalMavof  the  ^ftai^rieiAg; from  ths  bupuing 
embera  nas'theCBuseiof  ipy.patient'B.ilinfas^  and  .having  pointed 
out  to  her  th#  pernit^ous  ,con8e<)ueuaes  \)xit,  ^^ise  fiom  wartning^ 
apartments  by  such  aeans,  tb^  practice  above  mentioned  was  dis- 
continued, andmy.pafjent,  inthe  short  space  9f  forty-eight  houjs, 
felt  no  other  inconvenience  than  debility  front  a  month's  Illness. 

Shortly  after  tbeflwqrryiGe  of  ll^^  above.  9.  ];oung  person,  ^tten. 
dant  of  a  lady  of  my  acquaijitaiice,  consulted  me  on  account  pf  a 
butningof  ber  face,'  that  generally  came  on  towards  evening,  with 
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frequent  inicturicion.  Having  the  experience  of  the  former  case, 
I  found  by  my  questions  that  she  was  in  the  praotiee  of  warming 
her  mistre^a's  bed  with  a  pan  of  butniog  wcod-^asbes^  acudi,  as  she 
slept. in  atroom  adjoinilig,  she  always  carried  the  pan  there 
aftecward^i  and  left  it  ia  oidexi  to  wa^m  her  owi^,  apar^meot.  I 
then  directed  her  to  disco^ti,n>^e  .this  practice;  and^,  by  a. little 
attention  to  diet,  with  so^[|^ftpj^rie^t  wdicin^,baj  p^ipplaint  yery 
shpr^ly disappeared,     _,     .     .        ,1    .    .  ,   ./  ,]: 

.  I  etftte  tbeee  coses  fcomlbe  idefttliaA4b(e.^9piteiiiefkt»^f if.be 
mMxytm^jBoaB  m  bolb  poald  only  hav^  .asiaen  (mm.tim  ab- 
amsptiottdftbe  oatbooMs  acid  eaa  b^  the  ko^  (  awl  thAt>  by 
bDal6gy^  w6  mnycottcluide.  tnat  .to<^  ,oi|g^%3  tkkMt  h^ve  a 
stmilar  power  ovier  <othfir  gasaQUB.  matters^  r/aiidbi  m  owr 
tagions^marah  effluvia/ Sm«.  wt-^aly  J)ti|)^^  to  be'  mked  in 
the  aJijioai)h^r^.ai^ct,Y^hicb^xe.mucIi  ^o^subtilp  j^  bave  an 
effect  on  tpe  system,  tiLrpug^i  ih^  efcii^,  cjbuli.  w^  ©Y^i}  adn^it 
tb^t  T^t,^^QJf^j^,ff^eT,fS  a'b^rpi^oja^.  or  tbiit^aijr  apparel 
offeri^.Pft  dbj^ci^.t^^^th^  s)icci?^ve  ai^jwss  pi^  p>u^h  piatters  to 
4be:wr{aoeofMf>hiidie«<i  i  ,  ..  .  ..  •  in; 
'  PbibsopfaetB  of  late  y«iff8  h9me  b^nrmo^  laudaUy  ooou- 
fMt  in  ttttemrpta  to  nnfi0vd.thO|foiictnotiaoftbe  btfiga,  from 
wfaicfa  oikt*  knowiedgeP-of  Hheiantond  eMnotniy^hns  toeti  im^ 
'pottani^ybugfflienftfS!  riButatthd^dme  tiine  it  iir  to  bela- 
ittfentttfT  -^bat  grfekr  uhdertairitJfE  pre^aas'  ¥*W«liog'  the 
pmi«hl^f  1itrtktit«te^W«B^d*iti»/«taa;^  ^Mto  18=  fillly 

.afedkt^iBd/btii' acqtfeiiittoce  wit^  tbe  f^^ 
Wit^d^^  a  j)rdb<Jttibn4t^  '^e^ree;  Onfe  dailJrTiears  the  air-cells 
's^kfei}'  of  in  tn^  huiiiah  'turigsy  tts  if  'they;  could  be  as  dis- 
t^npyy  iemonstr^ted>^^^  tortolaei  ^  although 

the  ijaost  indefa^gable  anatoi^b^^  deny  thi?ix  existence. 
,  trie  sympathy  j^hat^et^ij'^tabp^  every  other 

orgs^Q  of  the  bpdy,  §4wi^  ot  daihr  iUu$|^ration  ia  the  practice 
of  every  physician ;;.wdA»aJithQu^J[  am  convinced  that  the 
skin  ina  healthy  CKUxli^ion  dx)ea  notpoAaeds  fibsorbent  poiwers^ 
ncFerihelefiSy  a8.an'e£cr^x>r^crgan,it  often  euppUes  by  ..that 
olBoe  a  similar  functicn  to  that  of  the  kings/  wnen  any  thing 
intferferes  with  theit  due  action.'  -  I  have  shotsrn,  in  my  ob- 
servations on  re&biTtttion,  intny  WOric  Oil  the  Attnodphere,  that 
the  functions  orth^luhfes  iatire  mtiterialiy  affected  duriiig  di- 
gestion; for  instant^/ that  the  abr  idxptwd  tiftey  afullrfical 
IS  more  charged  With  cajrt)onic  add' m 
Sanctoritts,  in  Aphorism  xi.  de  .  Cibo  et  Potu^  ha^  borre- 
sponding  observations  irespectmg  the  skini 

From  these  facts  some' ijdfetfemr^  of  tttiUt^  tnay  lit  drawn, 
by  those  whose  duty  carries  them  into  situa^ioiife  abouiidirtg 
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with  contagion,  or  wbere  other,  gaseous  matters  inimical  to 
health  are  mixed,  y^  i^^  atmosptiefe,  The  most  effec- 
tual mode  of  guarclipg:  ajgainst  .the  consequences  attending 
the  inspiratioii  of  Jsi^cqiniitti^rg^ ' is^to;  defend  the  mouth  and 
nostrils;*  dri ,perh,apSt  f  qlofjg.woy^  1^^ 
when  thrown  ,oj?er^.  the  ^j^|t  ^«d 

breast^  migKt  hp^  ]  pefi^lly  iflofi^a,  ,^.  ft  substitute  for  the 

aWe.  "      '\,^.   -J.  1. 'f:  ..    u  •'' <^*"  "'  V- ■'  ^^       •  ■'• 

Although  r  hav^  enq^;^yoi^re{J^*  oy'th^  facts,  to 

shew  that  the  skin  goes  i^npl^  gop^ea$^  th^  .power  of  absorV 
ing  matters  applied  to '  jt,  wlyle  ^  ^i^^^  and  healthy 

condition,  I  do  not  iWeby/.niie^n]  to  deny  the  effect  of 
certain  remedies  applied  io  ttiat  pr^n,  by  an  impression 
on  its  sensitive  Or'nervOiis  power,  as  m'tJie  case  of  narcolicis, 
fomentations,  refrigerants,  &c*i,  for  these  and  ^tl  similar 
matters  ppejate.jdij«cUy,ixpon  .'the  iaey'ves  of  tjje  skin^  and  do 
not  produce  their  i^iOfeci^s  througa  absor^en^  qrgans, ;      . .   .  - 


'    .  apippB^«i««« 


[Iri  seVet^I  of  Out  'i'ecebt  'Niimber^,  iVe  have  given  papers 
from  the  Am$ricat\  Journals.  Some  of  these  periodicals 
contain  numerous  pfigi^  cbiiimunications  of  interest^  arid 
U  is  our  in^entio^^^eriepfti^r  Jto .insert  such  of  thenar  as  ai:e.,i}|] 
sufficient  iippi^f taifpe  ^fmd  ap  qur  Jimits  wijl  admit  o,f,  iqjjp^x 
ately ^te^  the  pa|iers»{0^,ou,r  py/p  |^atribi*tor$4  ! 


r  1  >  '  ■  .    .  »  » 


On  the  Treahn^i  of  AnchyloHs,  by  the  Formafipn  qf  Artificial 
;  Joints.    By  J.*R1i'£a.Bai^tqn,  mI'd.  SiirgeoD  to  the  J^eniisyt^ 

vania  HospUal.'    (Condeased  frpm  the  North  American  Medicat 

and  Surgical  four r^al^Y 

I  i^BG  leaf e  to  .caU  f^e  aiktrnition  df  tuy  tpnoAssionsd  .brethren 
to  the  following  paper,  believing  that  it  contains  some  new 
views^  in  relation,, tQ. a.  4efoi:mi;ty  and  lw®»e**>  hitherto^  I 
think,  excluded  froixi  tk^  surgeon fs  list  of  curable  compkintit, 
and  one  of  the  opprobria  pf  our  arjt:  1  allude  to  a  firm,  bony 
anchylosis  of  thQ  joints. 

It  IS  wi^ll know^a. that  po  sucl^defprnuty.can be estabUshed 
until  th^  priginal s natural  struciuirp  pf  a.  joint  shall  have  ua* 
dergqne  an ;  entire  chaogie.  The.  cs^rti^aiges  must,  previously 
be ^sorbed^. leaving  pn^y  the.  tw^  rough  ends  of;  the  bones  to 
unite  and  become  incprporated,  and  as  itwjererone  booe»  It 
is  not  surpi:ising,,therefQre|  that  we  should  not  have  bestowed 
upon  such  defectf  a  second  thought*  in  reference  to  a  cure; 

'  **ISefeMet!lcaIReptfsitai-y,  1>eceiiit)erl818. 
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Eince  parts,  once  gone,  eannot  in 'living  matter- be  re- 
placed, as  they  may  oe  ih  raatliinefy  oif  human  construction. 
Tire  restoration,  therefor?','  of  a  iiatitral  jbiiit,  once  destroyed, 
b^g impossible,  what  fifts  alwajk.beeri  otnr  course  t^  persons 
thtis  afflicted  t  It  has  beiin'  to  Jtp^ri^  thitof  of  th^r  irrepara- 
ble* loss,  leavftig  timib'6ii¥y  ^  r^cJb'iiciie  them  to  a  misfortune 
eiitaifed  On  thStf  ftirtfti^'^'kft^r-Bfe/^  tiairlng  witnessed, 
about  sixteen  mo^thaa^o,  ^  a  most  distressing^  instance  of 
deformity  and  lameiiiesk,Mrrohi'an  injtiry  of  th^^  it 

aroused  me  to  much  reftectipA  On '  this  subject,  which  ended 
i6  my  adopting' views/'artd  a  course  of  practice,  .which  shall 
h^rrirfter  be  detailed      Twill  relate  the  case  referred  to. 

John  Coyle',  native  of  Philadelphia,  Iwenty-pne  years  of  agei 
suilOr  on  faoisicd  the  schooner.  Topax,  ^Japtain  Schyler,  states  that, 
I  on  the  17tb  jclay  of  March;  1825,  lie  fell  from  the  hatchway  fnto 
the  ship's  hclld,  upo^  the  end  6f  a  fearrel,^  ti  distance  of  about  six 
pr  seven  feeti  Aat  ihtiottt  of  the  faH  >tas  sirstailied  on  the  out- 
side of  his  right  hip;  violent  pain 'was  the  immediate  consequence, 
aud,ipiic«h.tnmef8^9ijpa.y^ns^^  ,th>ft after  th^ iijjuryJi^airQse Twith 
difficultjf  and  attemntedto^ walk;  thinfcp  he  made  one  or  two 
steps,  but  was  compelled  to  retire  to  his  hammock,  where  he  lay 
contrsicted  for  the  space  of  about  eighteen  days;  was  then  taken 
into  Porto  Cavello,  and  conveyed  to  the  hospital.  When  lodged 
u|)W!ii»  bed,  h$  plafcied  hittiself  oti  his  side,  With  thd  tniured  limb 
uppermost,  drawihg  the  thigh  to-  ^a  VigWt  atig'fe  wifli'  the  axis  of 
the  pelvis,  and  the  knee  resting  9a;  th^  jiound  side.  In  this  posture 
l^e  continued,  without  .any  material  alteratiop^  for  the  #pace  of 
ahoiitfive  mont^is;  inthe  meisintfme  enduririg  all  the  suffering 
attendant  upon  a  high  degrQ^  of  inflammitibu  of  one  of  the  largest 
join'ts  in  the  human  body,  and  unalleviated''  by.  the  support  of 
splints,  or  a  judicious  antiphlogistic  course  of  treatment.^  As  might 
oaturally  be  expected,  a  rigid  alid' deformed  limb  was  the  result  of 
auchicHseafae^  eott^ttC&d  ^nlytbyikteadiiam^eiiiifOii  ^xX  »eme  tittplei 

*  Wm  regard  to  Are  rta^  tii^rfe 'c^f  th^t^iWry'tnjUry  ins- 
tate6d,  little  caA  be  iai^.'^  The  t)pihi'6ti .  On  t^^^^ 
Bftedfcal  attdna^rit;*  iitidter  ^holsi'  special '  cari^khe  pktiettt'  Was 
placed  in  the  hospital,  is  not  known.    IJh  M'utphy^ 
^enifral,  who  oceasitmilly  saw  hifhV  b^eVddit  tO  be  atfislo- 
cij^Oii.    ^Onbbs[rd'bP^theTOpai,'  prfev*roite^tbM«  temdvatrto 
the  hospital,  V^of  ^hjj^sidiirife;  ^betefei^tlg'  rfes|je6tirely  ta  ati 
Boglish  attd  PreficH  veasfero'f 'Wat','  Is^ih^Jh  port,  itispected 
^e  limb,  in  company  with  tfre  Arpei'i<iah  cdnsrtit  Dr>Lit(m 
Two  of  thes^'  geiltietrian  thotibht' there  ^wad  fracture ;'  Uie    • 
French  physiciaa  believed  it  to  be  somfe  form  of  luxation. 
It  is  certain,  theretbire,  from  tbq4dij$ar^n(;^/of  .sentiment,  that 
there  was  much  obscurity  in  the  case* 
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In  October,  1825,  Coyle  returned  to  Philadelphia,  having 
been  ^ent  home  by  our  consul. 

Early  on  hifi  arrival,  he  exhibited  hioiself  to  me.  He  was 
then  supported  by  cratches,  havine  the  thigh  dravl^n  up  nearly 
to  a  ri^ht  angle  with  the  axis  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  knee 
turned  inward,  and  projecting  over  the  sound  thigh  ;  so  that 
the  outside  of  the  foot  presented  forward.  There  was  consi^ 
derable  enlargement  round  the  hip,  which  so  much  obscured 
the  case,  even  at  this  date,  as  to  prevent  me  from  forming  any 
positive  opinion  as  to  the  real  nature  of  the  original  injury. 
From  the  fixed  and  immovable  condition  of  the  limb,  it  was 
impossible  to  ascertain  whether,  in  a  straight  position,  there 
would  be  shortening,  and,  if  any,  to  what  extent.  The  ge- 
neral feature  of  the  Umb  bore  somewhat  the  resemblance  of 
that  resulting  from  a  dislocation  into  the  ischiatic  notch;  yet 
the  position  in  which  the  great  trochanter  stood,  in  relation  to 
the  superior  anterior  spinous  process,  discouraged  such  a 
belief.  All  things  considered,  I  was  rather  inclined  to  the 
opinion  that  there  had  been  neither  fracture  nor  luxation,  but 
that  the  violence  of  the  fall  had  produced  an  extensive  con- 
tusion of  the  round  ligament  and  joint,  and  that  disorganisa- 
tion bad  followed  the  consequent  inflammation.  On  this 
Foint,  whatever  might  have  been  the  nature  of  the  accident, 
thought  I  might  feel  assured  that  now  all  articular  move- 
ment was  gone,  and  that  true  anchylosis  had  taken  place. 
Trusting,  however,  to  the  fallibility  of  my  judgment,  and 
wishing,  for  the  patient's  sake,  that  it  might  prove  erroneous, 
I  was  induced  to  admit  him  into  the  Pennsylvania  hospital^ 
with  the  view  of  employing  extensicm  of  the  limb  for  some 
weeks,  in  hopes  that  its  malposition  might  thereby  be  Cor- 
rected, A  perseverance,  however,  in  this  treatment,  only 
proved  the  unalterable  state  of  the  hip-joint,  and  confirmed 
my  early-formed  opinion.  He  subsequently  fell  under  the 
care  of  my  colleagues;  Drs.  Hewsoii  and  Parrish,  in  their  re- 
spective tours  of  surgical  attendance  in  the  hospital,  where  we 
seveml  times  considered  his  case  in  consultation,  and  were 
united  in  our  final  decision  that  any  further  attempts  to  re- 
lease the  joint  would  be  useless. 

Finding  Coyle  still  in  the  hospital  a  year  after  his  admis- 
sion, reflection  on  his  case  led  me  to  propose  to  my 
colleagues  the  following  operation, — viz.  To  make  an  incision 
thr<High  the  integuments,  of  six  or  seven  inches  in  length, 
one  half  extending  above  and  the  other  below  the  great  tro- 
chanter; this  to  be  met  by  a  transverse  section,  of  four  or 
five  inches  in  extent;  the  tK^  forming  a  crucial  incision,  the 
four  angles  of  which  were  to  meet  opposite  to  the  most  pro- 
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mineittl  pcriiitief  tiU^l  ^eli^ilvekshaBftevv  tb^  iUh  ^letadli  tie 
fascia^  and,  by  turning  the  bladti  efthesoalp^adcways/'to 
separatiei  anteriorly  att  iniisdalaf  Btrdcltoe'fircHni  the/iaaok, 
witiHMir.uanMobairilVi  ditei^gtHh^Brri'ftbiiee.rj  IHanmidcni) 
tUaiK&n  fikdmanaer^  t^lMM'kndJbetwjJtlr'Ibs  t^iiitrontjfntars; 
to^drnde  dit^tetetrBnsTidrsely  ^rdogjbithegfieail'rlr^^ 
andrpwAiof  tibo>ni&ckbf'thetl^iirvby.i|tt^^  <ffi  h  sfetoag  ^iiid 
ntuB0O(fv^Mwinadeibittii9/pinr{ioBe';  ^lua  boDgtwodrnpl^hecl,: 
ta  extdndiifid  )jmh,  and  drass  the  wounds  -  After  tbe  irotstaoit 
froift/^  Ofierftiionihall  IniYie  passed  away»  to  prenrent,  if  p€o« 
sftif),  >by  gentle!  and  .daily  0M>yemeB4.  of  the  iinib»  Soo.  the 
fonntAion  of  bony  union;  and  to  establish  an  attachnl«it  by 
ligiuneilt  only^  as  in  cases  of  xumnited  fractures^  or  artificial 
jomtsy  ^  tJiey  are  caUedi 

In  'tbi&  proportion  fout  material  {MMints.. presented  thenir* 
selveavfolooasidertttiott:  vii^-^^the  pratitioability  of  the  ope  ^ 
ratioKi;  the  degree  of  risk  to  life  consequent  thereto;  the 
probability  of  being  able  to  arsest  osaifio  reunion ;  and  tha 
reaaoQaUe  prospect  of  benefiting  the  patient  thereby.  Tbe 
arguments.  I  adduced  in  &your  of  sudh  an  operation  were 
th«cie>^^Tha|;  the  anatomy  of  the  part  did  not  furesentany 
insurmountable  oihetai^le  to  it.  Tne  fear  of  cutting  into  a 
joi»4  wras  not  to>  be  entertained  her e»  sinee^  from  pirevtoiis  dis- 
eaaa^  all  the  chaiaeteristio&.of  a. joint  were  gone;  synovial 
me^rane4estroyed»  'Cartilages  absorbed,  and  an  amalgaaoar 
tionof  the  bee4  of  th6  femur  with  the  acetabulum  ha,d  taken 
plaoe^jy  .l^hfiithe  shock  tO'the  viUil.ayste0t  would  not,  jproba-' 
t>lywt)?f^^eftter.  tbw».is  fjiequentljrielidujred  ^m  aacddeatal 
inj^xies  a^dfo^r  ^^p^ratit^Hia*  ^  That,  if  tine:  wituon  oomdionly 
as%igped(  aeTd^a  oubsfe^pfi  th^  A^mntibn  .<^.;!atoe,  joints  .altera 
fraf^^refb  jbif^itfiaei  such  al  fi^^quenjilnp^oil. ill J^^r(ftenhad» 
ortjir^  *wei.iee.deft$i^n€y^(rf:t(H>^L4»^lbhA.&y#^  fcheee. 

agecHstxiQ^fbe  iJB|sitwrted4^'withi]proa^  /{.. 

In  ocder.ito  dfiiiQi4eithi^.iq»ptoi9tMt.(|iiist»oni4i^jt»^^ 
whiphr  the  .i^ti^Atl  might  .ref^^^paiblyi  h^  ti^eetedii'Aojdecive 
froin^^ttoh  aai,4>pef{^tiw>  it.  w^>  uef^eBaecytfi  tcoufiudei^  hofio 
neariy.a  joints.  tkua,pirti^ia%  f<)fme4i3iy«aldii:e9emble^:  initsi 
construction  and  functions,  th^  uatui^.'^aMiauiatifin^  .  What 
change.thfi'diYrided^ds'Of.iibebcfn^Mrottld  up^ergo;  whenee 
would  be  deified  its>eartiAagioi9u&  ^ur&(^s«i  its  ligaments,  its 
capsule,  audita.  synoYia4^aQd^£jQeUy>.wh«it.tii(as  to  reslreioi 
its  undue  motiDa^.  JM[y  hopee-  odf  ii^pronfing  his  oendition 
were;  fouitded  upon-  the.  following  facts  end* ;olNeryationa  tn 
relditipn  to  these  points  :-r-That  a  bone  once  divided,  ia  a 

Eerson  otherwise  healthy,  mucft  again  ubite,  either  by  boue  or 
y  ligament;  no  case,  to  my  knowledge,  being  on  record 
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where  a  broken  bone  remained  always  afterward  destitute  of 
attachment  between  the  divided  extremities,  except  in  cases 
where  one  of  the  fragments  has  been  so  small,  or  so  scantily 
supplied  with  blood,  as  to  be  unable  to  contribute  its  part  in 
the  restorative  process;  being  sufficiently  vascular  only  to 
retain  its  own  vitality,  as  in  case  of  the  separation  of  the  head 
of  a  bone.  If,  therefore,  ossific  union  should  be  arrested, 
ligamentous  adhesions  would  maintain  the  connexion. 
Writers  observe,  and  it  is  confirmed  by  my  own  experience, 
that,  when  a  fracture  does  not  become  consolidated,  in  the 
course  of  time  the  rugged  edges  are  removed  by  absorption ; 
the  separated  ends  become  condensed,  smooth,  and  polished, 
and  tipped  with  a  kind  of  cartilaginous  substance;  they  are 
likewise  enclosed  within  a  sort  oi  capsule.  Observation  has 
also  proved  to  me  that  this  ligamentous  structure,  formed 
around  a^d  connecting  the  ends  of  an  old  fracture,  is  possessed 
of  great  strength ;  so  much  so,  that  I  have,  in  several  in- 
stances, witnessed  persons  sustaining  the  entire  weight  of 
their  bodies  on  the  Hgaments  of  a  false  joint,  requiring  only 
lateral  support  to  the  limb.  The  freedom  and  latitude  of 
motion  in  such  cases,  and  total  insensibility  to  pain,  after  a 
sufficient  lapse  of  time,  I  had  also  witnessed,  and  were  en- 
couraging arguments.  In  the  operation  here  proposed,  no 
such  great  strength  of  ligaments  as  will  support  the  body  would 
be  required;  since,  from  the  transverse  section  of  the  tro- 
chanter, bone  will  rest  against  bone,  and  strength  in  them 
sufficient  only  to  prevent  dislocation  would  be  necessary. 
From  my  inquiries  into  the  manner  in  which  this  joint  was  to 
be  lubricated,  I  did  not  expect  that  a  synovial  membrane  and 
fluid,  in  all  their  characters,  would  be  generated;  but  ample 
proofs  were  not  wanting  of  the  immediate  resources  of  nature 
m  defending  parts  from  injurious  friction,  in  whatever  part  of 
the  body  it  might  be  required,  either  by  an  exhalation  from 
the  adjacent  structure,  or  by  the  intervention  of  a  bursa*  In 
the  common  false  joint,  where  motion  is  discouraged  as  much 
as  possible,  sufficient  moisture  is  there  exuded  to  prevent 
painful  attrition.  It  might  reasonably  be  expected,  there- 
fore, that,  where  motion  was  continual,  the  lubricating 
moisture  would  be  more  abundantly  exhaled.  In  ununited 
fractures,  the  false  joint  is  uncontrolable,  because  there  are 
no  muscles  specially  adapted  for  its  restraint;  but,  in  the 
joint  thus  to  be  formed,  the  will  alone  must  influence  its 
movements,  since  nearly  all  the  muscles  which  exercised  their 
control  over  the  original  joint  would  be  carefully  preserved,  to 
have  a  similar  power  over  this;  which  is,  in  fact,  a  mere 
transfer  of  the  point  of  articulation  and  resistance,  from  the 
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head  of  the  bone  in  the  acetabulum  to  the  upper  end  of  the 
shtift  of  the  femur,  against  the  great  trochanter. 

Although  I  did  not  think  it  essential  to  the  melioration  of 
my  patient's  condition  that  the  ends  of  the  bone  should  at  its 
section  undergo  any  change,  further  than  by  the  absorption 
of  the  asperities,  I  did  believe  that  nature  would  not  passively 
witness  my  labours  to  effect  what  she  has  so  often  herself  en- 
deavoured, unaided  by  art,  to  accomplish,  but  that  she  would 
be  ready  to  co-operate  with  me,  and  to  extend  to  completion 
that  which  human  art  alone  would  be  incapable  of, — the 
formation  of  a  new  and  useful  joint,  as  a  substitute  for  that 
which  disease  had  annihilated,  either  by  the  conversion  of  the 
trochanter  into  a  socket,  or  by  some  more  wise  design,  Dis^ 
sections  of  old  luxations  and  of  fractures,  near  joints,  present 
many  ingenious  and  wonderful  alterations  of  original,  and 
depositions  of  new  structure,  to  restore  the  functions  and  uses 
of  parts  impaired  by  accidents  and  disease.  All  authors  notice 
these  attempts  at  restoration.  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  in  his 
Treatise  on  Dislocations  and  Fractures  of  the  Joints,  has 
particularly  mentioned  them,  and  given  many  interesting 
plates,  illustrative  of  nature's  unassisted  achievements.  Sucn 
circumstances  strongly  encouraged  me  in  the  experiment,  and 
were  considered  as  auguries  of  a  favourable  result. 

These  views  were  fuUy  explained  to  my  colleagues,  and  were 
accompanied  by  the  assurance  that  my  patient  had  been  fairly 
apprised  of  his  present  condition,  and  of  the  nature  and  in- 
tentions of  the  operation  proposed;  that  he  had  not  merely 
acceded  to  it,  but  that,  after  placing  his  sufferings,  the  diffi- 
culties, risks  to  life,  the  chances  of  failure,  and  the  dangers 
eventually  of  aggravated  lameness,  in  the  strongest  and  most 
'  exaggerated  light,  he  had  expressed  his  willingness  to  endure 
any  pain  or  durati9n  of  suffering,  and  to  subject  himself  to 
all  hazards,  for  the  remotest  pipspect  of  relief. 

Accordingly,  on  the  22d  of  November,  1826,  assisted 
by  Drs.  Hewson  and  Parrish,  I  proceeded  to  the  operation 
publicly  in  the  Pennsylvania  hospital. 

To  a  large  medical  class,  and  many  respectable  physicians 
assembled,  I  again  represented  the  nature  of  the  case  and  of 
the  operation,  and  the  views  and  course  of  reasoning  which 
induced  me  to  adopt  it;  stating,  likewise,  that  I  wished  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood  that  a  submission  to  my  contem- 
plated plans  had  not  been  urged  upon  my  patient  by  any 
false  or  delusory  promises,  but  that  an  explanation  of  his 
existing  condition,  and  of  the  means  proposed  to  be  attempted 
for  his  relief,  'were  fully  made  to  him,  in  language  adapted  to 
his  right  comprehension  of  the  matter,  as  well  by  my  col- 
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leagues  as  by  myself;  and  that  he  had  authorised  me  thus 
publicly  to  state  that  he  was  prepared  to  assume  all  and  the 
exclusive  responsibility  for  the  issue.  ^ 

The  integaments  and  fascia  being  divided  and  raised,  the  mus- 
cles in  contact  mth  the  bone,  around  part  of  the  great  trochanters 
were  carefully  detached,  and  a  passage  thereby  made  just  large/ 
enough  to  admit  of  the  insinuation  of  my  fore-fingers  before  and 
behind  the  bone;  the  tips  of  which  now  met  around  the  lower  part 
of.  the  cervix  of  the  femur,  a  little  above  its  root.     The  saw  (see 
engraving,  fig.  3,)  was  readily  applied,  and  without  any  difficulty 
a  separation  of  the  bone  was  effected.     The  thigh  was  now  re- 
leased, and  I  immediately  turned  out  the  knee,  extended  the  leg, 
and  placed  the  limbs  side  by  side ;  by  a  comparison  of  which,  in 
reference  to  length,  the  unsound  member  betrayed  a.  shortening  of 
about  half  an  inch.     This  might  have  been  caused  partly  by  a 
distortion  of  the  pelvis.    Not  one  blood-vessel  required  to  be  se* 
cured.     Union  by  the  first  intention  was  not  attempted;  the  lips 
of  the  wound  were  only  supported  by  adhesive  plasteV  and  slight 
dressings.    The  patient  was  put  to  bed,  and  Desault's  splints  were 
applied  to  support  the  limb. 

The  operation,  though  severe,  was  not  of  long  duration,  it  being 
accomplished  in  the  space  of  about  seven  minutes. 

In  the  evening,  the  patient  suffered  gjreat  pain,  and  was  much 
prostrated ;  his  pulse  feeble,  stomach  irritable,  with  great  restless- 
ness. 

Opium  grs.  \j,  were  given. 

'  November  23d,  (following  momtngf.)— Vomiting  inordinate;  had 
a  bad  night ;  pulse  feeble  and  irritable ;  limb  painful,  particularly 
along  the  fore  part  of  the  thigh.  No  nourishment  retained.  Some 
hemorrhage  from  the  wound. 

Prescriptioiu,  daring  the  day,  Opinm  and  Soda-water.    In  the  even- 

i°S>  Opium  and  Camphor  j  Neatral  Mixture^ — Sinapism  over  the  epigas- 

tric  region. 

24th.— Irritability  of  the  stomach  much  allayed ;  pulse  still  fre- 
quent and  feeble.     Examined  the  wound  superficially:  no  union; 
lips  of  wound  much  swollen  and  everted ;  very  painful. 
Prescriptions,  Opinm  and  cordial  nourishment. 

25th.— Stomach  improved.    Much  pain  in  the  bowels,  which 
was  relieved  by  a  laxative  enema. 
Opium  and  milk-punch  given* 

26th. — Pulse  verv  firequentand  weak;  wound  not  unfavoiirable. 
Poultice  applieiL 

27th. — Pulse  as  yesterday;  not  quite  so  much  pain;  approach- 
ing suppuration. 

28th. — Some  pus  secreted. 

30th. —  Pulse  frequent,  but  less  irritation  in  it;  wound  suppu- 
rating. 
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December  1st.— Whole  surface  of  wound  covered  with  healthy 
granulations* 

7th. — Granulations  vigorous  and  contracting ;  matter  copiously 
secreted  from  the  cavity  of  the  wound,  and  from  under  the  fascia 
over  the  rectus  muscle.  This  discharge  I  ascribed  to  the  forcible 
separation  of  the  rectus  muscle  from  its  aponeurotic  covering,  to 
which  I  supposed  it  had  adhered  in  consequence  of  previous  in- 
flammation, and  during  the  state  of  quietude  and  contraction  of 
the  limb. 

Prescriptions,  Decoction  of  Bark,  Cinnamon,  and  Serpentaria.  Milk- 
pnnch  and  Opiam  continued. — Simple  dressings  to  the  wowid;  compress 
and  many-tailed  bandage  to  the  thigh. 

20th. — Patient*s  limb  and  general  health  have  been  regularly 
improving  until  this  evening,  when,  from  some  indiscretion  in  diet, 
he  was  assailed  by  a  most  violent  flatulent  colic,  which  resisted  all 
the  ordinary  and  powerful  remedies.  At  the  suggestion  of  Dr. 
Parrish,  I  resortea  to  dry  syringing ;  and  to  this  I  attribi^te  his 
relief.  ^ 

21st. — Somewhat  exhausted  by  last  night's  indisposition,  other- 
wise comfortable.  Wound  cicatrising;  pus  diminishing  in  quantity. 
January  20th,  1827. — During  the  past  month,  no  circumstance 
has  occurred,  as  to  the  patient's  general  health  or  the  appearance 
of  the  wound,  which  deserves  particular  notice,  except  that  the 
sore  regularly  diminished  in  size,  and  his  strength  increased.  It 
must  now  be  particularly  noticed,  that,  in  addition  to  the  treat- 
ment already  mentioned,  after  the  twentieth  day  from  the  operas 
tion  the  limb  was  cautiously  moved  in  such  directions  as  resembled 
the  natural  movement  of  the  sound  hip-joint ;  but,  in  doing  this,  I 
was  careful  never  to  use  such  violence,  to  continue  it  so  lone  at  a 
time,  or  to  repeat  it  so  often,  as  to  occasion  any  permanent  irrita* 
tion.  A  sufficient  time  was  always  allowed  for  the  patient  to 
recover  from  the  soreness  of  the  last  motions,  before  the  limb  was 
again  disturbed.  At  first  it  was  necessary  to  allow  an  interval  of 
several  days  between  the  movements,  in  order  to  obtain  a  subsi- 
dence of  the  soreness. 

In  the  course  of  a  short  time,  however,  the  part  became  more 
insensible  to  pain  from  this  disturbance,  and  the  limb  was  more 
frequently  moved.  During  the  last  three  weeks,  the  patient  was 
requested,  at  my  daily  visits  to  him,  to  exert  his  muscles,  in  slightly 
flexing,  extending,  and  rotating  his  thigh.  This  he  accomplished 
without  difficulty,  and  after  a  little  practice  without  pain.  As  an 
auxiliary  step,  he  was  occasionally  propped  upright  in  bed,  so  that 
his  pelvis  might  be  at  an  angle  with  his  thigh. 

21st. — It  is  just  sixty  days  since  the  operation  was  performed. 
The  wound  having  now  entirely  healed,  and  all  appearamces  of 
inflammation  gone,  Coyle,  with  careful  assistance,  left  his  bed,  and, 
aided  by  crutches,  stood  erect,  both  feet  reaching  the  floor :  he 
thinks  he  bore  ten  or  twelve  pounds  weight  on  the  weakened  limb 
for  a  few  minutes ;  made  an  attempt  to  advance  the  leg,  and  did 
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SO  exclusively  by  muscular  exertion ;  then  rested  on  the  sound  side, 
and  rotated  the  knee,  and  says  without  pain.  He  was  then  placed 
in  a  wheeled  chair,  and  moved  to  the  fire,  where  he  sat,  with  both 
feet  down,  for  about  an  hour;  then  retired  to  bed. 

22d. — Last  night  the  limb  felt  a  little  sore,  from  the  exertion  of 
the  preceding  day ;  otherwise  well.  Considerable  fluctuation  dis- 
coverable  along  the  direction  of  the  rectus  femoris. 

23d. — A  quantity  of  synovial  fluid  escaped  by  a  very  ^mall  sinu- 
ous opening  in  the  cicatrix,  unaccompanied  by  pain  or  other  incon-* 
venience.  This  discharge  evidently  came  from  the  theca  of  the 
rectus  femoriS)  and  appeared  to  have  been  secreted  in  suCh  super, 
abundance  in  consequence  of  the  great  excitement  produced  in 
this  structure,  after  having  been  so  long  in  a  state  of  inaction. 
Patient  in  other  respects  doing  well. 

26th.— Coyle  arose,  and  with  the  assistance  of  crutches  made  an 
attempt  to  walk.  At  this  trial  he  fairly  used  the  weakened  limb, 
alternately  with  the  sound  one,  four  or  five  steps  in  progression, 
and  was  then  seated  in  his  chair.  In  the  course  of  the  day  he  re* 
peated  his  attempt,  and  succeeded  in  walking  backward  and  for- 
ward a  room  of  ordinary  size,  using  each  limb  alternately,  and 
making  fair  and  natural  steps. 

27th.— Patient,  in  the  presence  of  the  medical  class  of  the 
hospital,  walked  around  the  room  several  times;  then  held  out  his 
crutches,  showing  that  he  was  capable  of  sustaining  much  of  the 
weight  of  his  body  on  the  limb,  without  pain.  On  bein^  asked 
whether  he  felt  as  if  he  had  at  the  hip  solid  support  for  his  body, 
he  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

28th.— Improved  in  walking,  and  other  movements  of  the  limb, 
and  in  general  strength;  was  able  to  stand  alone  and  firmly  with- 
out crutches. 

31  St. — Patient  dressed  himself,  and  walked,  with  the  assistance 
of  his  crutches,  to  the  manager's  apartment,  a  distance  of  about 
150  feet.  Dr.  Hewson  atid  myself  now  examined  him  particularly, 
to  ascertain  the  muscular  control  he  possessed  over  this  newly- 
formed  joint.  We  found  him  able  to  perform  flexion  and  exten- 
sion, abdnction  and  adduction,  rotation  inward  and  outward,  and 
able  to  cross  the  opposite  foot:  he  had  then,  in  fact,  regained  every 
movement  which  the  limb  originally  possessed. 

Feb.  8th. — Patient's  strength,  local  and  general,  has  been  daily 
recruiting.  To-day,  he  walked  about  ninety  or  one  hundred  yards; 
and  with  aid  got  into  a  gig,  and  rode  to  an  extreme  part  of  the 
city,  a  distance  of  about  five  miles;  felt  no  pain,  except  at  one  or 
two  unavoidable  jolts;  returned,  and  felt  no  fatigue. 

12th.— Improvement  regular;  stands  alone,  and  without  sup- 
port ;  can  walk  with  two  canes  only. 

13th.— During  the  night  my  patient,  whilst  dreaming,  gave  his 
limb  a  violent  twist:  in  consequence  of  which,  I  found  him  this 
morning  in  excessive  pain,  accompanied  by  a  good  deal  of  head, 
ache  and  fever;  the  thigh  borejnarks  of  approaching  inflammation. 
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In  the  course  of  the  day,  an  erysipelatous  blush,  with  tumefaction, 
was  apparent  in  the  vicinity  of  the  joint,  and  on  two  or  three  insu- 
lated spots  on  the  thigh. 

The  limb  was  kept  perfectly  qaieti  and  lead-water  applied. 

14th. — Fever  much  abated;  erysipelas  subsiding,  but  has  caused 
the  cicatrix  slightly  to  ulcerate.     No  pain  in  the  joint. 
Emollient  poultice  applied. 

15th. — Fever  subsiding;  erysipelas  disappearing;  no  |>ain. 

16th  and  17th.-— Doing  well.  Simple  ointment  substituted  for 
poultice^    Inflammation  gone. 

18th.— Patient  left  the  bed,  to  resume  his  exercise;  found  him- 
self much  weakened  by  his  recent  attack,  but  no  pain  in  the  new 
joint.     Motions  continue  unimpeded. 

19th. — Patient  up,  and  walking  about;  not  yet  recovered  the 
strength  which  he  had  acquired  previous  to  his  erysipelatous 
attack. 

24th. — Patient  has  been  daily  walking  about,  and  gaining 
strength. 

March  1st.— Since  the  last  report,  my  patient  has  been  rapidly 
gaining  strength.  His  appetite  is  good.  The  ulcer  occasioned  by 
the  erysipelas,  which  at  no  time  was  more  than  a  mere  abrasion  of 
the  surface,  and  4iot  in  the  slightest  manner  affecting  the  joint, 
may  be  considered  as  well.  He  sleeps  soundly,  either  on  his  back 
or  side.  He  rises  in  the  morning,  and  retires  not  until  night ;  in 
the  meantime  amusing  himself  by  exercise  in  walking,  which  he 
now  begins  to  accomplish  by  the  aid  merely  of  a  cane :  time  only 
seems  to  be  required  to  enable  him  to  walk  without  even  this  as- 
sistance. The  following  is  the  degree  to  which  he  can  perform  the 
movements  of  his  limb  with  perfect  ease :  By  measurement  from  a 
straight  line,  he  can  advance  his  foot  twenty-four  inches;  in  step* 
ping  backward,  twenty-six  inches;  in  abduction,  twenty  inches; 
in  rotation  inward,  six  inches ;  and  outward,  six  inches. 

Anatomical  changes  in  the  limb. — An  entire  destruction  of 
the  hip-joint:  the  head  of  the  femur  immovably  fixed  in  its 
acetabulum  dy  anchylosis;  an  artificial  joint  formed  between 
the  two  trochanters  and  part  of  the  neck  of  the  bone;  a 
quantity  of  dense  ligament  formed  around^^nd  supporting  this 
joint.  The  glutei  medius  and  minimus,  obturators  externus 
and  internus,  and  pyriformis^  remain  passive^  and  are  of  no 
further  use>  as  their  origin  and  insertion  are  at  points  between 
which  ibfive^  is  no  motion.  The  interior  portion  of  the  quad- 
ratus  femoris  was  left  attached  below  the  section  of  the  bone ; 
but  it  is  probable  that  its  usefulness  has  likewise  been  de- 
stroyed by  the  alteration  of  structure,  which  these  parts  must 
have  undergone  in  the  formation  of  the  new  joint.  The  loss 
of  these  muscles  is  supplied  by  the  action  of  those  thal^rigi- 
nate  above,  and  are  inserted  nelow^  the  artificial  joint. 


148  OBIGtKAL    FAFBRB. 

Aa  tbe  BallieiitbaK:ngatn«l»ste*j^jiiloti(ttiof  tbeiiiub  whioh 

airtbetuMdetwlpdvjfaaicblltote  i(rtioDB(aii[tfas::ftiralsn^joBit, 
e«cepf«heili—M  kotcrnns  «lilrpA)M  BM^iiif  thsipcnrett'olf 

disttdraat^ewider-wfaidh  thaymmiA'iki,lamAstio4bmxa- 
B«rtien'«0'tWBr  tO'*1i«paiib'tabBni(ned<  ,  ILotitipO' biitwoid 
would  in fktaie'bej perft^med  byith»iQ6tion'Df  ihedlikjaa^ib^ 
te^tn  and.  mm?  tt^o»;-M>tatioiki  Sawsrd,  hy- tiia-iaiOBbr 
vaginm  ftatons;  abd4crittg,ifcyjtii6atfM»lt«nfflMiBattwnfofthe 
temtbr  vbginn  feaxoda  -siii  ghiteiu  niiiitimfci;'mhitiMi6Dr  by 
til*' tijcep»' 'addiibtor;'!Mui-.oij«iimdiMi)DB/ ^%i  tjieJ a^^ 
action  of  all  Uie  muBCles  of  the  thigh.  This  I  tieliamjtsibe 
^lebnseot'BtafeQ'ofiiBtMeAtarufiueneri  :'  i.  :  i  !-  I  <  '«h1  ] 

lIpoK.ezainiBing'foFjJie'^paoe^ilinsindlyieiist&bettfeett 
the ^roJMtion  of  Uie ^ati  Woohinteiiaali ^ tfaepoBtoiaor/mar*- 
gta^f^theacetabubxa,  ittwiliibit  iiigzcv^ei  thtit<  it  fa^. 'bem 
□Ikdvp  b]r'ait'accaiiMila;liob:<oC'ciMeoua.  ointter.  -a^ipaBnatly 
depotitod (bepe tolpeene^]diRphuoeiiif«t^«f  thtbotitSf  ahd<U 
ftMnBtB*matfaBg,"Hkftft»9«keti;li'.-::  ^."-  'i  •    ■'■' '--^ 

13i««Uwftnl««Deoiw  ^;dMUpJtedtBU«ltbat;o£tbffsbuitd 
Bide;  itmeft  m  ib«ldi^gid)WMiit<.iMc«MOBbd^^<t^  eztennn 

OI|«cialin«iBOnajr,:- „i;  Q  :r.::'  v:i   '    ■„'::.,;■■.-■    .-■!  r..i.  .!  :ii:^" 

!WiNDititB.kgSArpitaAU«i(kd,'a  istigbtsborteiui^DCtlMt  n^ 
liinfa  lftf)^«eivabl£,  .butfnotiauffibintbtocaksA  hSDioJfaBpiiH 
waikiag^  XWthiokMss'Otthe  Uade^tbejiftw^itak^ifrotik 
IbcilQi^itf  Ttlie;femBf.:>aMl  tim  tvhKqtwtk  obanga '^of  the 
dindpdiauriaoes,.  nii^^ have'CuiMd  <lU3-.r^nie4ion.  df. thb 
limb.  1  Wh9D:Uie<JiB^f«i|ro:dniwn).iip,:tlMAa»aa:inei«^Md 
shortening,  which  again  disappears  asUiey  are  extended)^  >  % 


Havingiiow  estabfislied.A^^i^iW  an  artifciMJoint^W 
be  8«bp,utii*ed.%  tbe.lpsalof  .Jjw.Aa^ural  ai;tiwlatiw  M  the 
hip,  it  becomes  a  matterof:  ^npihrM>nce'to-a8aerta)a^w.  fax 
the  same  principles  aie  applicaole  to  tixe  formaUQQ  of  n«w 


Dr.  Barton's  Treatment  of  Anchylosis.  149 

joints  in  other  ptrts  of  the  body,  where  oatural  motion  has 
been  lost.  My  reflections  on .  the  point  has  not  presented 
any  forbidden  circumstances;  but  jt  is  not  in  etery  joint  that 
the  loss  of  motion  would  be  sufficiently  important  to  call  for 
the  aid  of  a  painful  operation.  The  most  serious-evil  is  sus- 
tained by  the  loss  of  the  hip,  knee,  shoulder*  elbow,  great 
toe,  and  finger  joints,  and  of  the  lower  jaw ;  and  these,  I 
believe,  may  all  come  within  the  reach  of  amendment  by  an 
operation,  if  the  muscles  which  move  these  respective  joints 
are  in  a  sound  and  efficient  state.  If  they  have  been  lost,  it 
would  be  palpably  wrong  to  form  a  joint,  since  its  unre- 
strained motion  would  be  more  troublesome  than  a  rigid  limb. 
A  transverse  section  of  the  bones  would  be  proper,  if  the  ope- 
ration were  to  be  attempted  at  the  shoulder,  knee,  fingers,  or 
toe^ ;  but  an  angular  division  would  be  necessary  at  the  elbow, 
in  order  to  preserve  some  resemblance  to  the  natural  joint  at 
this  part. 

I  hope  I  shall  not  be  understood  as  entertaining  the  belief 
that  thi»  treatment  will  be  applicable  to,  and  judicious  in, 
eveiy  case  of  anchylosis.  I  believe  the  operation  would  be 
justifiable  only  under  the  following  circumstances:  viz. — 
where  the  patient's  general  health  is  good,  and  his  constitu*- 
tion  is  sufficiently  strong;  where  the  rigidity  is  not  confined 
to  the  soft  parts,  but  is  actually  occasioned  by  a  consolidation 
of  the  joint;  where  all  the  muscles  and  tendons  that  were 
essential  to  the  ordinary  movements  of  the  former  joint  are 
sound,  and  not  incorporated  by  firm  adhesions  with  the  adja 
cent  structure;  where  the  disease  causing  the  deformity  has 
entirely  'subsided;  where  the  operation  can  be  performed 
through  the  original  point  of  motion,  or  so  near  to  it  that  the 
use  of  most  of  the  tendons  and  muscles  will  not  be  lost;  and, 
finally,  where  the  deformity  or  inconvenience  is  such  as  will 
induce  the  patient  to  endure  the  pain,  and  incur  the  risks  of 
an  (^ration. 

Explanation  qf  the  Engraving, 

Fig.  1.  Represents  the  condition  of  the  patient  previous  to  the 
operation. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  distortion  of  the  limb  was  so  great 
that  the  cripple's  shoe  which  he  wore  did  not  supersede  the  neces- 
sitv  for  crutches,  but  that  its  tip  only  reached  the  ground  when  the 
ankle  waa  extended. 

Fig.  2.  Is  explanatory  of  the  alterations  in  the  bony  structure, 
first  by  disease,  and  subsequently  by  the  operation. 

a.  Two  faint  lines,  representing  the  direction  of  the  femur,  in 
correspondence  with  the  thigh,  in  ?i%.  K 
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b.  The  head  of,  the  tmmf  a/i4  ac^t^bulpin)  M  motion  betweea 
them  arrested  by  anchylosis. 

c.  The  point  at  which  the  bone  was  transversely  ^awn  through, 
and  the  triangular  gap  at  tb«  siectioD^  occasioned  by  bringingdown 
the  thigh. 

d.  The  femur,  restored  to  its  natural  position  after  the  separa- 
tion of  the  bone* 

Fig)  3).  The  saw  ua^d  for  dividing  the  bone:  the  blade  about  six 
or  9e.ven  inches  in  lengthy  «ind  thiiiner  on  the  back  than  on  the 
edge;  the  end  smoothly  rounded  off,  to  avoid  piercing  parts  before 
it  J  teeth  widely  set. 
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'rila,  prills,  cret&;  inoxntec,  carboue,'M0/a/i»iM.— Psasiu*. 
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Principles  of  Medical  Science  and  Practice,     Byi'HUftbv^lcitE 
Shvt;^,  jki^t>,  Physiomn  to  thel^Qenerdl  hifirt»i»-y,  an<i  tO' ihe 
,f^ounf>y^i  (City  Luoatic.A&ylutn^ti^Jc^uoesten  Vdls;  I*  arwMt. 
-ri-Syg,  ,  Lan^maiaL  and  Co*  Loadda,  18261      .   -     ^ 

As  Dr.  Shute  has  Qndertaken  a  task  of  nO  commoa  magni- 
tude, we  cannot  be  surprised  at  the  size  of  the  volumes  with 
which  he  has  presented  us.  It  would  be  impossible,  even 
with  aiiy  powers  of  condensation,  to  give  a  satisfactory 
abstract  of  nearly  twelve  hun(lr^d  pagisi  within  the  limits 
of  an  ordinary  article:  the  author  must,  thereffore,  excuse 
us  if  we  pass  over  the  volumje  on  Physioloigj.  that  we 
may  be  enabled  to  devote  more  •  space  and  attention  to  that 
which  he  has  dedicated  to  pathblogical  considerations.  We 
must  be  allowed  to  observe  witlj  respect  to  the  phi^siological 
part  of  the  work,  that  it  is  morq  calculated  for^the  perusal  of 
the  practitioner  than  the  studeiit.  It  consists  prihcipally  of 
comments  upon  the  opinions  of  different  physiologists,  inter- 
spersed indeed  with  a  few  suggestions  peculiar  to  the  author. 
We  cannot,  however,  venture  t<j>  say  that  ye  have  detected 
any  originality  of  sufficient  imjjortance  tp'' have  justified  the 
addition  of  so  large  a  volui»e  to  the  wo/l^s  we  already  possess 
upon  the  same  subject.  >  \| 

The  volume  on  Pathology  commences  \vith  a  few' pages  of 
preliminary  observations. 

It  is  observed,  that  if  we  inquire  into  the  •  meaniog  of  the 
word  disease, — if  we  ask  ouvselves  what  precise  idea  is 
attached  to  the  term,— the  definition,  1  though  apparently 
simple,  will  be  found  to  convey  no  very 'precise  information. 
Disease  is  said  to  be  a  deviation  from  heilth ;  but  it  evidently 
does  not  add  much  to  our  kno\^ledg€  to  say  that  one  thing  is 
a  deviation  from  another,  unless  w6  be  able  to  st^te  what 
that.other  is.  ,It  is  impossible,  however,  to  define,  and  diffi- 
cult even  to  describe,  the  precise  meaning  of  the  word  health. 
'*  In  order  to  approach  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  definition 
required,  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  using  terms  which 
hav«  a  certain  /a(f/i/€{^  of  meaning;  and  the  natural  conse- 
quence is,  that  each  individual  adopts  the  explanation  which 
is  most  consistent  with  his  own  peculiar  views  of  the  sub- 
ject." It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  constitution  is  fre- 
quently placed  under  extraordinary  circumstances,  without 
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"     "     ,  which  Doight, 

Ettomlcttl 'iibOW- 

'atid  thtiV'the 
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US  to  be  acquaiuted  with ;  ''  and  immediately  that  morbid 
anatftmy  disayowa.di  acquaintance  with  ftfnctioBal  disease. 
U  js  bond  fide  sefiaiiateU  frdm^  lh«<^  oensidemtiott  of  morbid 
ca^isatba;  hacaiise.  diseased  AineiiM  i^  admitted  to  he  the 
prim^y>eauseofidifiMpalfi»dor^tifeali<«tt.''        -     -        - 

In  the  pi?eliminasry^»«rv«iSdns>  Dr.  Shute  thus  announces 
toe  divisictnhe^dfftts':    -    '  '<>  r>  i.  v     •     r 

^*  A  patholbgicalexaminatron  61*  the  nervmis,  vascular,  abkor- 
beht,  mugcuJaT,  and  menta!  syBtems,  as  applicable  to  disease  in 
general,  uriU  conmitoie  the  ^rstdlVmldnof  my  subject.  Bach  sub- 
division  will  be  preceded  by  an  exposition  of  the  leadlifjg^  patholo- 
gical principles  which  I  hairte  *8po»sed,  and  by  an  attimpt  to 
deduce  these  principles  from  phy t^oiogital  fhcts.  The  «econd 
division  will  comprise  tl^  application  of  these  general  prinoii^es 

to  individual  diseases,  and  embriaoe  the  subject  o£  nosol«g:y/* 
(P.  35.) 

Dr.  Shute  considers  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  point  out 
some  of  the  erron©6u^  pathological  principles  which  have 
been  founded  upon  the  assumed  identity  of  life  and  living 


action*. 


"  Life  and  living  action  are  distinct.  If  the  phenomena  which 
imply  the  continued  operation  of  the  vital  principle,  and' those 
which  indicate  the  existence  of  living  action,  be  not  alv^ays  con- 
joined;-if  "the  Rotifer,  which  lives  in  small  puddles  of  water, 
often  on  the  tops  of  houses,  shrivels  up  as  the  water  evaporates,  tiH 
it  becomes  like  a  piece  of  dried  parchment,  and,  on  being  moist- 
ened with  wa^er,  resume  its  pristine  form,  and  become  as  lively  as 
ever;'— if  (in  the  words  of  Mr.  Ellis,)  *  these  facts  sufficiently 
denaonstrate  the  necessity  of  water  to  the  commencement  of  living 
action,  and  at  the  same  time  shew  that  life  is  compatible  with  an 
organisation  *  shrivelled  up  like  a  piece  of  dried  parchment;"^ 
If,  lastly,  the  most  effectual  mode  of  preserving  iife,  under  certain 
circumstances,  be  that  of  excluding  the  atmospherical  principle, 
which  all  admit  to  be  essential  to  the  continuance  of  living  action, 
18  It  not  a  rational  conclusion  that  life  and  living  action  are  dis- 
tinct?  If  moisture,  oxygen,  and  heat,  be  necessarily  component 
parts  of  that  organisation  which  is.  endowed  with  irritability,  or 
susceptibility  of  action,  and  be  not  necessary  to  that  organisation 
which  >s  endowed  with  the  pcc^rty  of  lif«,  are  we  not  justt^ed  in 
saying  that  life  is  consistent  with  au  organisation  which  is  too 
imperfect  for  living  action  ?*'  (P.  38^.) 

life,  according  to  Hallek,  "est  swmmaesrum  actionum 
guns  singulatira  describit  phjaiologia;''  according  to  Dr. 
Brown,  "is  an  assemblage  of  actions  or  eflFects ;''  and,  in 
the  opinion  of  Bichat,  ia  the  fo»;  ensemble  of  living  actions. 
Death,  therefore,  must  be  a  -simultaneous  cessation  of  all 
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action.  "  Is  it  not  singular  (properly  demands  Dr.  Shute,) 
that,  with  such  a  defijiition  of  life,  Biehat  should  hate  de- 
voted his  attention  and  labour  to  sueh  eokjuiries  as  the  follow* 
ing  ?  How  does  the  death  of  the  h<»jrt  ppddtice  that  of  the 
lungp  ?  How  does  the  deeth  of  the  l«ngs  prodnce  that  of  tlie 
brain  ?  How  does  the  death  of  one  organ  produce  that  of 
another?"  Dr.  Darwin  boldly  asserts  that  "  the  sensorial 
power,  or  nervous  energy,  is  life;'*  and  yet  a  paralytic  muscle> 
when  deprived  of  the  nervous  influezice,  retains  tne  acknow- 
ledged property  of  life. 

Dr.  Shute  conceives  that,  if  the  distinction  between  life 
and  living  action  had. been  preserved;  the  most  unimportant 
and  most  questionable  part  of  Mr»  Hdnter*8  physiology 
had  been  omitted;  the  luxuriant  Imagination  of  Dr. Darwin 
had  been  restrained;  the  hypothesis  of  Dr.  Brown  had  been 
promulgated  in  a  less  questionable  shape;  and  the  approved 
theory  of  the  present  day,  as  it  regards  living  action,  would 
have  been  almost  imilaediately  grafted  upon  the  discoveries  of 
Priestley  and  Mayow.  Dr.  Fothergill  was  led  to 
consider  oxygen  as  the  cause  pf  irritabihty;  and  now,  after 
a  lapse  of  more  than  fifty  years,  we  are  told  that  irritability 
"  can  alone  be  maintaineq  by  duly  oxygenised  blood.'*  This 
is  certainly  a  strong  argument  in  favour  of  the  opinion  that 
oxygen,  modified  by  the  powers  of  the  animal  frame,  is 
the  great  a:n4  controlling  agent  in  living  action ;  a  doctrine 
which  is  daborately  maintained  in  the  volume  before  us. 

*  Oxygen  cannot  be  immediately  necessary  to  life,  because  the 
mest  effectual  mode  of  preserving  life,  under  certain  circumstances, 
is  that  of  excluding  the  atmospherical  principle;  but  oxygen  and 
living  action  are  inseparable.  Living  action  will,  it  is  true,  conti- 
nue for  a  certain  time  in  an  atmosphere  of  hydrogen  gas,  but  is 
suppbrted  by  the  oxygeti  previoosly  adcuinulaled  in  the  system,  ad 
proved  by  the  production  of  carbonic  acid  gas  (of  which  oxygen  is 
a  component  part,)  under  thesfe  circumstances.**  fP.  43.) 

The  acknowledged  property  of  life  is  that  of  preserving  the 
organisation  of  matteri.botb  animal  and  ve^table,  under  cir« 
cumstances  which*  but  for  the  ageaicy  of  this  principle;  would 
lead  to  its  chemical  decomposition. 

*'  Unacquainted  as  we  are  with  the  nature  and  essence  of  this 
principte^  che  koowledge^ef  its  effect  appeari,  ia  a  practical  poiAt 
of  view^^to.  be  ^staJe  tod  unprofi&blej'  if>  however,  a  certain 
state  of  organisation  he  es^eati^  lo  the  eiristence  of  this  property^ 
and, if  we  have  the  means  of  ascerfcainiag,  and  in  $OThe  degree  of 
coBtroiJing,  the  circumstances  upon  which  this  organisation  is 
dependent,  the  vital  principle,  though  absolutely  unknown  to  us, 
is  brought  within  the  scope  of  practical  utility;  aiid  the  power  of 
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rfgnlatii^  tlje  acUofi,  tipon  which'tiie  o^nit^tion  n  deoandjspt, 
U.  in  point  ot  fa?t,  a  poy/'ei  eJiteifffed  td'th^  living  pHdcJpTe  ittdf. 
It  we  caQ  atjvance  one  step  fdrthM-,  Einrf  iseertiih  thtit  hKiaeHm- 
patible  with  ttd  orgatriMtiott  wWich'is  tofr  irtperFert'  fiw^'Htiinj 
action,  a  patfcfoliigical  fkct;  tef^  fetteflslw'iiiJtt'ApplioalUiwtotte 
phenomena  of  disease,  and  of  undeniable  importHBM  ik  <sttiCi(MS 
of  apparontdeurii  (•««hirt.hMrl»wi?»f<it'tW(>l»ilw«ffil>ic^^j,deno. 

jniaMedMHpsndeda^wfta«(ORt).ii  ^V^«bl»H^.f^  (P.43.i,  ^., 

That  many  of-  out'Veirfertl' ate;ftlly  ii»(>rtw»d>'wieh'  the 
truth  oftjiese  t*aerFatioti'^,  aadwttuW  eobseqtfeirtlylMfceia^- 
vantage  of  their  Ttnowledge  W  "the  execution  of  tbtlr  prtt^tioal 
duties,  we  doubt  not;  tut  still  we  apprehend  Dr.  8nUte''*fi8 
done  well  to  repeat,  and  to  impress  the' iniportaiice  ■df',"a 
principle  which  is  not  unfrequentiy  overlooked,  and  by  ioitie 
perhaps  is  altogether  ubkfaoWri;    '  .  ■     .1 

There  is  reason  to  Bumoscf  that  many  stractWes  of  the 
body  are  altogether  uriendWed  -with  sneceptibUiBy  of  aotiini, 
presenting  us  with  examples  oflif^  withoul  linug  setaon, 
and  contributing  by  a  ntecAoKtVa/ 'function  to  tiie  sappoftaf 
that  organisation  upon  which  life  is  dependent.  Aooatdikig 
to  our  present  views,  the  aoimal  frame  »  considered  to  be  a 
compoand  of  animate  and  inanimate  mattet,  a  heterogeiMiQUB 
mixture  of  dead  and  Hviag  nibetaiices,  some  endowra  with 
extreme  sensibility,  and  othevs  not  only  ndoced  below  Ae 
scale  of  Bring  action,  bat  unendowed  with  the  property  of 
life.  ,     . 

"  This  opinion  is  founded  upon  the 
living  action,  many  structures  of  the 
.^^ed  with  susceptibility  of  action;  s 
not  obadisnt  to  the  laws  of  chemical 
between  life  and  living  action  be  prese 
amatgamatei  wirii  each  other;  the  inct    ^ 

=dead  matter  is  no  longer  assamed;  and  th«  iiHDOnsistenwp  of 
ittpposing  that  nnhcol  natter  can  resist  theagemy  of  obamteal 
Inmesces',  without  that  property  to  vAidi  thts  pemtiar  pOM^r 
belongs,  is  avadBd."  (P.  46.) 

In  the  present  day  we  apprehend  Acre  i^e  veryfew,  if  any, 
practitioners  who  are  bo  imperfectly  acquainted  with  the  laws 
"  of  the  animal  economy,  as  to  suppose  that  any  part  of  the 
animal  structure  is  so  destitute  rf  the  property  flf  life,  al- 
though the  degree  of  vitality  ifi  knowQ  to  exist  in  various 
proportions  in  various  parts.  Upon  many  phystologieal 
points  the  doctrines  5f  Mr.  Hunter,  much  as  we  are  inifabtod 
to  his  talents  and  hnprovemenU,  ai«  now:  known  to  be 
erroneous.  , 

Dr.  ShutG  proceeds  at  some  length  to  show  the  necessity 
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"^^OSdk^^effiNP^'ih^  iteyhitT'-BUobe  to- 

sumed  2iik^^lio\i3^iS^4ti^f  Ihil^l^^ihgDebaifiiaqiMnli^mtris, 

rt^^  Jbfi  MegCf  e,af  W^  wh^;Jier.  inor|)i41y  incre^^ed  <)f  dimini§li^d, 
w^gth^j^ei^x;^!  or  iQpaT,  j^  lucjicalive  of  ^  corresponding  nervous 

In  the  opinion  of  some  writ^j;^,.f(PYfir  ^s^i)i^..^(?c/;Qf^t^^^^^^ 
dtc1()eMUi«, 'if«Mktn9itl|ef9:j^^  vy^r^y;^9f)tej>4;tJti^,t  the,  ftf <ierial 

■  Jltesr:.'f<Wftr«j,v"dfi;lc%^  l^Jiff-W^  IjftsMa^aJ^^p.  the 
Dte^ingif^^^P^,^^  V    -jt  I  •i'i«,i\v  rf'^.-n  (M/'r,  ■••.;■;•'"'   ♦•:"•* 
sy^fegofniy;:  I  iJaAk^ik^Jtetoigikflr  i5{iwQ&*€i&«fndeftc^,r,b^HU«w«d 

etduopiaicir  Jbo:rium  io;Rof«ltiirei^^il^,9f,j,bl?se,9^^r,y:^ 
oiT|yTpp^l^jiiS9hteh-,tl|t^  fl^M^if^a^fe 

stituting  the  proximate  cause  of  fever,  can  be  removea.  ,  1  cai^ijpt, 

between  the  remote 


JiHB>neiBr?.^upfOite"  |t.:.foUo»f^^;^  9i,.mf^G9^ty'  ^o^pqguciice, 
ftfeii»4d8>4ia7in^adflptedpibis^ippipi^  ib^at  th«^ :*«^pr  i»  Pp- 
{mfd^f^i»ai»y?D6  tll«ttoclHrii|e««^Qf  TPA«A!Yi,wbfJ^  Wd^  ^^»p0n 
the  Elements  of  Pathology  and(  TSie^pqil^jr  ;h&  cpi»Lipde»Hs 
up0ni^l>y«&n^le^g*by;,>rjttft  .c^flto^  ^fl^^  JU)  tbL^,cojaei(iera- 

*b3oclifij8pdajiL%.Hti^*y'm#QJiSi^re^^  of  $he 

i?sasL(*lai*! pa(Jfeilpgv?ta,i;-  4.%B^  5#4t^tipn,of  ite.gplnion^  of 

bdtjwfoi^ |dep  iiii!U^:pn9j  9|»pion  j^j^pectjgg  Jtfi^^  endeavours .  to' 
pv^li^flh^^  f.^e»aBjg^me|^t  \  pf ♦  tbf  f n ef jro ^^^  f  J^N^  is'  jmt  as  fr ^- 
queiltlyvthQ;prigifialsQ^use{0i(.4j§^         lUerapgeix^tof  ttie 
vascular  system.     Nothing  like  a  satisfactory  body  of  evi- 
dence ;ha&> J^eQr  broughit*  fcMc^a^flr  .ii^  ^cc^cmAtioA  <^  such  a 
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doctrine,  and  much  less  is  it  generaUj  conceded  that  we  are 
always  to  look  fov  the  first  movements  of  disease  in  some 
irregular  action  of  the  Uood-iitessds>  independent  of  the 
nerves.  Mors  than  enough  has  been  said  to  proved'  timt  the 
vascular  pathology  is  not  founded  «n  facts  '  cognisable  by 
the  senses,  or  arranged  in  their  natural  order;'  that  it  is  ndt 
less  '  visionary  or  inapplicabk'  than  thedoctrine  to  which  it 
is  opposed;  that  it  is  not '  consonant  to  that  simplicity  ^liich 
pervades  all  the  other  known  operations  of  nature;'  and  timt, 
if.it  be  estimated  by  the  criterion  that  the  'great  and  ulti- 
mate end  of  pathology  is  its  application  to  practice :'  it  is,  in 
no  respect,  more  ehgible,  oonvmcdng,  or  satisfactory,  thali  the 
nervous  pathology."  (P.  161.) 

Diseased  action,  in  iaot,  may  belong  either  to  the  nerv6us, 
vascular,  absorbeot,  or  iliuscular  striicturee. 

Fehrik  disea$€$ .  '^IS  it  be  admitted  that  the  eause  of  power 
is  nceumulated  in  the  brain,  we  are  jttatified  in  stating  that 
the  accumulating  funetionof  that  organ  is  the  provisiOfB  of 
nature,  by  which  the  eapaeities  of  the  system  are  propoctioned 
to  its  necessities,  by  which  the  equilibrium  between  the!  ex- 
penditure and  the  supply  o£  power  is  maintained. 

'*  If,  however,  the  expenditure  so  far  exceed  the  supply  as  to 
reduce  the  nervous  influence  below  the  healthy  standard  of  accu- 
mulation, — below  that  standard  which  is  capable  of  being  restored 
by  the  ordinary  actions  of  the  system,  by  the  periodical  return  of 
sle^p  and  repose, — such  expencuture  constitutes  disease,  and  (as 
we  shall  endeavour  to  show)  that  peculiar  disease  which  is  deno- 
minated fever.  <  Quod  verb  plus  impendit,  et  delassat,  Labor 
est."  (P,  201.) 

That  in  some  cases  fever  may  be  thus  produced,  we  grant ; 
but  we  do  not  think  the  author  has  succeeded  in  estabushiii^ 
it  as  a  general  principle.  The  nervous  influence  is  frequeoMy 
reduced  ''below  the  healthy  standard  of  accumulation,"  }mt 
yet  no  fever  results.  It  may  be  reduced  "  below  that  staodaxd 
which  is  capable  of  being  restored  by  the  ordinary  action  of 
the  system,  or  by  the  periodical  return  of  sleep  and  vepose," 
and  disease  may  arise;  but  the  disease  thus  established  fre- 
quently does  not  exhibit  that  ag^egation  of  symptoms  to 
which,  with  any  accuracy  or  propriety,  the  term  fever  can  be 
applied.  The  sufferer  may  become  debilitated  in  mind  and 
body ;  he  may  exhibit  all  the  usual  symptoms  of  mental  and 
corporeal  exhaustion ;  but  he  may  not  labour  under  symp- 
toms to  which  any  species  of  fever  can  lay  claim.  We  can- 
not, however^  enter  into  a  formal  consideration  of  the  various 
arguments  which  Dr.  Shute  brings  forward,  and  ingeniously 
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maiiitains,  ia  support  of  aa  opiniea  which  we  allow  may 
soBietimeft  be  correct^  but  which,  we  coDtend>  will  be  found 
frequently  defective  axid  eproneons. 

Ur.'Shate  appears  to  be  aware  ^hat  some  difficulty  exists 
to  show  that  fever  arises  invanriably  from  exhaustion,  and  he 
thus  argues  the  question:*^^^  In-  the^  exhauslion  of  fatigue, 
the  diminished  atmospherical  eatpendituTe  of  repose  is  often 
of  itself  sufficient  to  restore  the  orain  to  its  natural  standard 
of  accumulation,  and  then  no  febrile  paroxysm,  supported  by 
an  inordinate  determination  of  the  nervous  influence  to  the 
icapillary  extremities,  will  occur;  or  the  object  will  be  so 
leadily  accomplished,  that  the  febrile  reaction  will  be  scarcely 
perceptible.  If,  however,  the  exhaustion  has  been  excessive, 
«  fetole  paroxysm,  co&tinuinff  until  the  energy  of  the  brain 
is  restored,  will  be  p^sceptibls  and  evident/^  That  under 
«iidi  circnmstances  a  febrile  reaction  may  occur,  we  readily 
admit  J  but  it  will  not  follow  as  a  necessary  consequence  of 
previous  exhaustion,  however  excessive  it  may  have  been. 
The  author  indeed  himself,  in  a  subsequent  page,  observes, 
*'  that  all' kinds  of  debility  are  not  productive  of  ^  febrile  reac- 
tion is  a  fact  too  evident  to  be  disputed,/' 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  connexion  of  inflammation  with 
fever.  Dr.  Shute  thufii  states  his  opinion^  with  which  we 
concur*. 

^^It  is  SD  acknowledged  fiauct  that  fevers  not  uafrequeatlyoccur^ 
sad  run  th«k  progress,  wtth<^t  any  morbid  disorganisation }  and  it 
(Si  equally  tme  tlttt  such  disorganisation  not  «nlreq«ieQtly  takes 
place.  The  fbver,  whether  acoompanied  with  morbid  disor^amsa- 
tion  or  not,  is  always  regulated  by  the  state  of  the  brain,  or  the 
powers  of  the  system  to  answer  its  necessiities.  Whether  the  in^am* 
nSatibh  of  a  particiJlar  organ  occur  previously  or  subsequently  to 
rtie  accession  of  a  febrile  paroxysm,  the  fever  is  immediately  de- 
]|>efid^itton  the  state  of  the  brain;  and  th^  itiflatntnation  is  to  be 
se^ard^  as  a  retnote  cause,  ev  an  effect,  not 'et)il6titttting  in  either 
inseaiwse  :»t:  essential  p«rt  of  fevev.<  ^  does  •  inflammation  nev^r 
lafae  phMce  lin  ffiffvr?  Mdsi  oartatalyritdbes^  and  that  very  fre- 
quently ;  but  the  inflaittniatkini '  wlMliep  of  f  he  brain ,  af'  the  mem* 
hranns^  or  viscera^  is  not^rimjary^cmd  charaotsrisljo^bnt  secondary 
and  inoidentaK'  The«identifying|  then^  of  fever  and  inflammation 
is  an  instance  of  modern  generaliss^ioa,  which  does  not  appeaj?  to 
me  to  be  coimtenanced  by  fact.' "  (P.  343.) 

JParal^tie  diseases, — There  are  two  circumstances  or  con- 
ditions necessary  to  every  vital  action^^^viz.  the  impression 
of  an  agent,  or  stimulus  by  which  the  action  is  excited,  and 
the  power  of  being  excited  into  action  by  the  stimulus  applied. 
The  latter  power  or  property  has  been  daiominated  imtabi- 
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lit?  fand  it  is  on-sofne  chtinge  in' the  irriUbiUty  of  tbe'ergtatiis 
aff€!eted'  tha*  tbos^e  diseafses^are  dejpendrng,  to  which' Dr. 
Shute  jo^xi  invitee  the  attentidn  of  bis  reader.' 

A  state  of  peimaHent  tenaicm'  in  tile  fibres  of*  the  body  tB 
necessary  for  the  existence  of  life>  abd  any  undue  departmm 
firom  such  eondition  is  Tolldwad  by  debility.  '    " 

*•  Relaxation  arid  debility  of  the  living  fibre  may,  aeeording'  td' 
this  view  of  the  subject,  be  tegarded  as  synonitoous  lerm^raad 
hence  the  diseases  of  Uiis  class  have  been  denomiDated*paralytic,tlier 
word  being  used  in  its  literaHnd-ex tended  sense,  and  titeknt  tolin. 
elude  all  those  general  afiections^of  the  sytstem  which  are 'cbaraieie^r 
rised  by  a  dinunation  of  powef  arisiag  from  diminished  ircitabiJit^  efS 
theorgans  affected.  .Fever^it  maybe  remarked,ia  aUocharaeterip^^t 
by  diminution  of  power^  and  such  dimiius^^  power  isTefer^ble^.^^-, 
CQrdingtp  the  principles  advanced  in  the.last  ch^.ter,  to^diipiwsh^ 
irritability.  But  fever  is  £^  compound  of  increased  and  Qf  4ipQJiAi^be,a 
actions;  and  the  former  having  b^en  universally  selecjted.  as  ,(he* 
leading  features  upon  which  to  establish  the  classification  of  febf  jle 
diseases,  we  neither  saw  the  necessity  or  advai^tage  of  deviating;; 
from  the  ordinary  course.  There  is,  however,  in  point  of  fact,  a 
much  nearer  connexion  between  febrile  and  pajraiytie  ajBfectioris 
than  has  generally  been  imagined ;  but/  as  the  increased  actiotti 
are  more  developed  In  the  former,  and  the  diminished  atftkmfi^ikk 
tbe  latter;  this  ctrcumstatifce  has  been  defected  asthetasisofthreit^ 
iiQSologiQal  arraugemeDt;  and,  therefore^  by  the  term  'pasal^ine' 
diseases  we  mean  to  designate. all  those  gederal  affflotaanp  oinhcf 
ay^tem  which  ar^  c^iaractecised  ^  by  a  diminvtioQ  of'  power»«Mrisiiig;i 
fi:om  dimiaisbed  irritability  of  the  organs  .aife(^ted»  and  are>%t:»th^ 
same  time  unacoopdpanied.  by  fqver/'  (P.  347.)  ...         .       .  v  ,i 

The  classification  of  Cull  en  is  objected  to  by  Dr,  Shtit«/ 
who  divides  the  neurosea  into  two  classes, — into  those  ^  of 
diakiuiabed  and  of  iiiereased  action. 

**  Fever,  as  we  have  etydeavoured  to*  shour,  is  ab  example  of 
increased  action  connected  with  morbid  exfaatHstioa,  aad  spasm  is 
an  ei;ample  of  inci^aed  aetioajftrisiing'firocii/inoBdtaate  aooamula* 
tion  Qf  the  atmospherical  psfi^idid^.  jiRuralysis^ioa.the  ecmti»ry;da 
a.  diminish^  aq^^a  afi$ii^/it€im^ft«iifeosbid'<defioiefnoyo£ithe  a^&al 
principle,  and,  general j  apeajbing,!  f<k)ni«a«fc(hausted  .brein:  ii, 
therefore,  we  lookilotbe  pis^iisuatdi  dioiiierof  febrile  aad  of:. para«« 
lytic  affections,  iwe  find  it  toMibeiaal»e;Habd,  if  wercxteoidfoac 
observations  to  the  .ay|]](iptom$»  we  eaanot  fiadli  to  remark  that  di^ 
minished  power  is  a  characteristic  feature  of  both  ckasea*  bf 
diseased  actions.  These  circumstances  are,  indeed,  so  modifiM 
as  to  justify  us  in '  refccri^ig:  febrile  and  paralytic  affections  to  dif«* 
ferent  classes ;  but .  a  iikcdificatio!ii  of  circumstances  implies  a 
degree  of  similarity,  which  enables  us  to  pass  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  slbrmer  'to  tWrt tjf  the  latter  diseases,  vviAout  losing 
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sight  Qf  tkoae  geoeral  priiiciplof  whiohi  are  found  to  regulale  the 
actfioiui  of*  the  system  iiiiaU  eas^Srof  jcej^ebral  e;thau8ti(m/'  (P«d60.) 

It  is  obviously  neeesaary  to  ba^e  Bt  clear -comptetiension  of 
the  term  imtbbiHty,  before  we  oan  satisfactorily  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  a  class  of  diseases  in  whose  description 
it  must  be  so  frequently  employed^  Tfae  power  of  this  teroi 
is  an  old  bone  of  contention,  and  we  beg  to  refer  to  Bome  ob- 
aef nations  in  a  reoeat  Number'*^  on  the  various  acceptations 
wJbich  bare  .been  attached  to  it  by  different  auth(»rities. 

Dr.  SlHite  thusr  defines.it  ^-^'^  It  is  that  property  of  livings 
organised  matter  by  which  it  becomei^  sasceptible  of  action; 
Ihait  it  is  dependent  on  the  atmosphere;  that  it  is  intimate!^ 
Connected  with  the  aerial  principle,  derived  through  the  me- 
ditim  bf  arteries  and  nerves;  that  it  i*  a  component  part  or 
property  of  the  organ  whose  actibii  it  supports,  .and  is  ex- 
pended by  the  action  itself."  (P-  S57.)  ' 

,  It  may  be  said,  according  to  the  author,  in  general  terms, 
''that  an  interruption  to  the  supply  of  oxyg^en  is  aiji  intejrrup;? 
tjon  to  the  supply  of  irritability,  and  .that  in  asphyxia,  every 
funotio^a,  both  n^ntal  and  corporeal^  is .  p^raJysedj  becaqae 
that  i^pon  which  every  function  is  moriQ.,oif  leBs  immediately 
dependent  is  interrupted.^'  In  a  pathologioal  point  of  view^ 
ll(Wev«r>  it  is  con8idered^necea$ary  "  to  aaeertain  andQcoount 
&f  the  changes  which  are  goiiig  on  in  the  systexn  preparatury 
to  the  gen^oral  paralysis,  not  only  beoauBe  those  changed  are 
tjie  moire  ymmediate  causes  6f  the  auspended  action,  but 
heca'nse  a  knowledge  of  these  changes  will  be  found  tnore  or 
less  applicable  to  the  various  modifications  of  paralytic  dis- 

T^utalyttc  diseases  have  been  improperly  confined  to  the 
brain  alone,  because  the  effect  is  precisely  ^he  soime  whether 
the.  (p^,use  of.  irj^ital^ility  be.interrup^pl  in  tne.  lungs^  in  the 
circulation,,  or  in  th^^bxaiu.  ^      :  i 

i*^  Asphyxia,  is  an  eouanple  i^f  paralysifi  origrnatlng  in  the  ltfiig&» 
bat  the  various  symptems  of  thitr  complaidt  are  immediately  refer 
abt&to  an  iaterraption  of  the  wtinoaphbneal  principle  in  the  longs; 
the  heart,  or  the  braio.  Syncope,  though  ia  many  respects  a 
nervous  disease,  is  in  its  leading  features  referable  to  the  class  of 
paralytic  diseased.  Diminished  energy  of  the  brain'  is  the  imme- 
diate cause  of  apoplexy.  ; Asphyxia,  synoope,  and  apoplexia  may 
all  be  traced  to  modificatioas  of  the. same  proximate . cause.  If 
Mnrile  mad  pataiytio  auctions  are  rei^able  to-  the  same  cause— ^t^ 
morbid  deficiency  of  the  atmospherical  pniietple>  it  is  nataral  to 
ioqinre  if  they  at  all  correspond  in  otlier'  respects.    There  Is  no 

*  Heevour.  apaly»il  of  MAva's  Phjmhgyf  No.  fw*  Aiptii.    . 
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vaacukr  excitement  in  aftp)iyxia»  be6eu«^  the  bretn  ig^  exhausted  to 
a  poiat  wl^ch  is  mcompatibb  with  th^  support  of  fehfile  reatftioo. 
There  ia  oorascular  excit/emeAt  in  ^yecope^  becs^se, the  deficiency 
of  the  atmospherical  principle  19  partial,  and  does  not  iBvolte  that- 
cerebral  exhaustioa  which  renders  febrile  reaction  a  necessary  and 
salutary  process,  or  because  the  brain,  for  want  of  its  accustomed 
stimulus,  is  incapable  of  directing  its  energies  to  the  support  of  the 
febrile  reaction*  The  vaseular  excitement  of  apoplexy  is  imper- 
fectly developed,  because  the  brain,  being  more  exhausted  than  in 
fever,  is  unequal  to  the  support  of  the  febrile  reaction.   The  febrile 

Erbcess  corresponds  with  the  di&rent  gradations  of  cerebral  ex- 
austion;  the  firet  degree  being  relieved  by  the  suspension  of  tte  ^ 
sientai  function  alone,  as  in  natural  sleep;  the  second  by  dttni- 
nidied  energy  of  the  functions  of  waste,  conjoined  with  vascular 
.excitement,  as  in  the  fever  of  health;  the  third  by  a  greater  dimi- 
nution of  the  functions  of  waste,  and  greater  excitement  of  the 
functions  of  iiapply,  as  in  the  fever  of  disease.  If  the  exhaustion 
be  still  greater,  the  functions  of  waste  are  absolutely  suspended, 
and  the  vascular  excitement,  corresponding  with  the  state  of  the 
brain,  is  imperfectly  developed,  as  in  the  last  stages  of  fever  and 
in  apoplexy.  A  total  suspension  of  the  functions  of  waste  and  of 
supply  characterise  that  extreme  degree  of  cerebral  exhaustion. 
Which  is  altogether  incompatible  with  the  support  of  febrile  re- 
action, and  consequently  of  life,  as  exemplified  m  asphyxia.  The 
necessity  of  febrile  reaction  to  ati  exhausted  brain  is  thud  equally 
<niemplified  in  febrile  and  paralytic  aeffections,  such  diseases  oeing 
^  aiwaws  fatal  wheni  the  brain  is  exhausted  to  a  point  which  is  iilcom- 
patibte.with  the  sapport  of  the  febrUe  process/'  (P.  442.) 

In  the  last  chapter  Dr.  Shute  treats  of  Spasmodic  Dis- 
eases ;  but  our  limits  compel  us  to  draw  our  article  to  a  close. 

It  would  be  unjust  to  dismiss  the  present  work  without 
complimenting  Dr.  Shute  upon  the  ability  and  ingenwty  of 
argoment  difiplajj^d  in  it.  It  is  miu^  more,  however,  calcu- 
lated for  the^  pifactitioner,  wko  has  laid  in  a  sufficient  slor^  of 
fundamental  knowledge  to  enable  him  to  appreciate  the  fre<^ 
quMit  Gcitioal  examination  of  the  opinions  of  various  aaithbrs 
with  which  it  abounds,  than  for  the  student,  who  seeks  rather 
for  practical  conclusions  than>  theoretical  disputations,  how^ 
ever  ably  and  satisfactorily  they  may  be  conducted. 


DubUn  Hospital  Reports  and  Communications  in  Medicine  and 
Supgmf.  Vol.  IV.— 8vd.  16  Plates.  Hodges  and  M< Arthur, 
DubK»;  Longman  and  Co.  London,  1827. 

The  Dublin  Hospital  Reports  have  been  very  creditable  to 
the  practitioners  of  the  sister  kingdom,  and  have  added  very 
considerably  to  our  stock  of  medical,  and  aurgical  informa- 
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tioD :  we  are  thentfore  glad  once  DMMre  to  find  another  volnme 
on  our  table,  after  an  interval  of  raUier  aJarming  dtrration. 

The  editorship,  we  believe,  has  devolved  upon  Dr.  Cusack 
and  Dr.  Colles,  whd,  after  alluding  to  the  difficulties  which 
have  hitherto  impeded  them,  announce  "  that  several  pro- 
fessional gentlemen,  who  have  already  contributed  to.  tbe 
reputation  of  this  work,  have  been  prevailed  on  to  join .  with 
them  in  undertaking  a  new  series,  the  firsjb  volume  of  wMcfa 
ma^  be  expected  in  the  course  of  next  year/'  The  present 
volume,  which  would  thus  appear  to  terminate  the  first  series, 
contains  numerous  papers  of  considerable,  and  some  of  high 
interest*  The  subject  most  worthy  of  attention  in  the  work 
i«i  the  Report  of  the  Amputation  of  portions  of  the  Lower 
J9(W,  by  Dn  Cusack,  and  Cases  of  Excision  of  a  portion  of 
the  Lower  Jaw,  by  Mr.  Crampton.  Some'  instances  are 
recorded  in  whach  this  operation  has  been  performed  in  Ger- 
mAayiin  America,  and  more  recently  in  thl^  country.  But 
thte  papers^  before  ns-cotttain  much  more  extensive  and  satis- 
factory information  than  any  which  have  preceded  themt 

As  the  multifarious  nature  of  the  contents  renders  any 
thing  like  a  critical  analysis  of  the  volume  unconnected^  and 
therefore  unsatisfactory,  we  shall  give  the  most  interesting 
facts  which  it  contains  iq  our  Collect  ah  ea  in  this  and 
succeeding  Numbers,  arranged  according  to  subjects:  and 
we  may  add,  that  by  this  plan  we  shall  be  enabled,  from  the 
smallness  of  the  type,  to  give  much  more  c^opious  extracts, 
and  to  do  more  justice  to  the  many  valuable  pfipers  which  the 
volume  contains. 


A  TVaftltM  on  CUntGal  Medkinef  being  a  Compmdimis  ttnd  Sgfttin' 
€atic  IniTodvction  to  PrtuHee,  us  canMnid  in  the  Memeranda  of 
L  R.  BiscHOYr,  m.d.  Imperial  Professor  of  Cliaioal  Medveiue, 
Physician  to  the  General  Hospital  and  also  to  the  Lyiag^ 
Hospital  in  Prague.  From  the  German^  by  Joseph  Coy  b,  m.d. 
18i»o«  pp.280.    Anderson,  London*  1827. 

This  little  volume  contains  the  histories  of  148  cases,  re^ 
corded,  we  nothing  doubt,  with  the  utmost  '*  veracity  and 
candour,"  and  is  therefore  of  ooasiderable  interest,  as  show- 
ing the  «tate  of  medical  practice,  at  the  clinical  school  at 
Prague,  Nevertheless,  whoever  expects  to  find  it  what  the 
title-page  announces,  ^'  a  Treatise  on  Clinical  Medicijie/'  will 
be  disappointed,  as  it  consists  of  little  jmore  than  notes  of  case^ 
following  each  other  without  any  methodical  arrangenaent, 
and  occasionally  accompanied  with  a  few  cursory  remarks. 
One  circumstance,  however,  deserves  notice :  we  allude  to 
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the.  superiority  of  the,|3ysiei3p  of  clinical  education  on  the  con- 
tinent as  compared  to  that  adopted  in  this  country. 

•  '<  But  in  order  10  ^Q«fini|M{sh  lAtbt?  mo^t  certain  pitnper  the 
gf^atobject  of  in trod^iAg^ the  student,  who  has  already  gajned  the 
necessary  theoretical  iDform^tion>  into  the  career  of  practice,  and 
to  forai  him  (according  ^o  that  spher^  of  it  which  falls  to  the  sur- 
geon's lot,)  for  a/cdnscjQutiouji,  useCul^and  prudent  discharge  of  bis 
Qufy>  the  followijig  plan  fc  adopted  in.the  clinical  school  :—Elvery 
patient,  when  admitted,  is  made  over  to  a  student,  as  his  ordingiry^ 
who  then  publicly,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  professor,  makes, 
with  all  possible  exactness,' that  so  essential  examination  of  the 
patient,  by  which  the  fblfowing  are  madd  out  in  the  mostcarefUl* 
manner  :>^lst.  The  patient*^  habitof  body,  artd  an  afecotitit  ofli'rs 
previous  makldies.  IWk  The  exciting  causes.  3d.:  The  Uoihi- 
tneneement  and  course  of  (he  disease  to  that  periods  4rh.  The 
s^^mptoms  of  the  disease  at^the  ttmeof 'adnkUon.  Jth.  The  r&- 
inediea  already  applied,  and  their  effacts.^'  (P,  ;uii,)  ) 
•  .  •  .        .     ■  •    •   ' 

**  All  that  in  thi»  shprt  r^i^w  haa  beeS  set'  dowi^  respepliog'  the 
patient^  is  now  put  down.hy  thje  ord^oary  in  writings  and;  in  the 
same  order^  with  truth  and  cXearne^S|  and  re^adout  pabUcly  oa  the 
following  day,  as  the  history  of  the  disease*  or  pathologic  biogra- 
phy.  During  the  course  ofthe  disease,  it  becomes  the  duty  ofjthe 
ordinary  daily^  before  the  professor^s  visit,  to  examine  t,he  patiept, 
and  to  serdown  in  writing  the  changes  that  may  have  tak^n  place, 
and  the  general  appearance  of  the  disease.  On  the  opening^'of  the 
clinical  school,  these  observations  are  read  out,  their  tftitfa  (ion- 
firmed,  their  errors  corrected,  and  the  whole  amended. 

'*  By  this  a  two-fold  object  is  attained  r— 1 .  Th^  student  himself 
learns  to*  make  observations.  ^  A  bar  is  ptvl  to  the  making  oat 
Iftfr  patient's  case^  after  perkapo  tb^  Japse  of  some  days^  «nd  often 
from  an  uncertain  mampjy);  by  which  i  occssion '  ia  given  to  i  sieh 
extraordinary  and  scarcely. ci^diMtiaocpi|i»U  jo(  diseasft^  Iai  tUa 
pianper  the  treatment  iscontinue^dti'l  it;^  teri^ination  in  aci^raor 
death.  .  Ii>  tl)e  last  jcase,- the/ .post-mortem  esxaminatioq  tajkes 
plalpe;  previous  to  whiql^f  in  i:eferen9e.to  the  disease,  thei  morlj^io 
appearances  most  likely  tq  pjceja^eat  themselves  are  stated,. .  Durina 
the  examination,  the^^  are.  noticed  with,  the  greatest;  attention,  ano[ 
consigned  to  writing.  The  whole  is  ripW  compare^  with  the  his- 
tory ofthe  disease  and  the  previous  diagnosis ;  the  account  of  ■  the 
examination  is  again  pijblic^  read  on  the  following  day  ;  the .  true  or 
mistaken  judginent  ^xnbsed,.  apd..the'pr^cUcal  resujts  deducibia 
frp^n  it .particularisedL,  ( IP.  Rvi,) , , ,  \ 


I  >' 


•  Hie' defiiciency  of  (Clinical;  kiiArUctioh' iw  London  teniwjues- 
titmably  the  ^r6at^»t1inperfe6ti<m  ih  th^l  medical  eidacatioh  of 
tKe'metrtiboh^i  an*  the  tetnati  is  more  applicable  to  the 
digbartmexit  of  tihysic  than  surgi^rf .    In  London;  the  surfefebn 
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crb<vd;of 

^     ^  _    8  is^ene- 

/ittWrs^'ftw*  ttliigJbte '^namiie  •  of 


W^I^?t,foUQVYe^  wl^Q.^^jQipt  thU  latter ujictl^c^-./ WW  m 
Vm^^}»^9ii^^^^\ttu^^  iW<>  flora  iJvay«fiJuia4aoca 

f^ul8arfyadd)iacu^hQdicdUyiH^:!thQhr  ^UmiiM  is  tfaiuhdtceoted 
ta  tlitS'natiji'e  oCititendaui^^'^^tlidy/hare  aai^p^ottnnky  of  ina]c«- 
ing  distinct  notes, -y-and-thiy  seethe  «ppUcatiow  ot  the  reme* 
dies  accommodated  *to  the  indications^ which  the  previous 
M*t»i»3f  bfistfflfefdidV  '  Ltet'th^^same'thing  be  don^  every  day 
tfifef^lhcf  j^hy^icliti  'te^S'  the  patlent,^et  th6  previous  report 
Wb*!%ad  dt  ftebedMde,^aM  th^  teport  of  the  day  be  detailed^ 
^,^'tnis  plan;,'  simple  as  it  is,  Vould  add  much  to  the  interest 
^f.l'^^  PMpn*?^^^  >f  followeJby  no  clinical  lecture.  We, feel 
^^-^^^tv*^  also  that  it.  would  increase  tlie  number  of  physician's 
P?^l^^  ^  reqaove  m^ch  of  thie.difficuUyjn.  acquiring  9.  comr 
p^i^Kxvxwledge  of  medical  practice, . 

But  to  return  ta  Br,  Biscb^)?p  j,  wa  fe^M:  li^  iwork^  initselif 
?ftttw>  ^lwd*ory>  ;and  indifferwtlj^  tj;an8Jaii^,  jjyill  not  tend 
l»«ch,to:eic©itethikt; taste. for  cJinioiJi  .iBsia-uotion  whicb  .w«  * 
n^giftfdfiis £»r(desumblei  -The  foUewifcg  ease^  whiefa  is  in  itaetf 
^oAdevotdof  mterestpwill  nAmv  the^genml  mamer  of  ih^ 
vMbnk,  aad'tb^dtyteof  his  translatorr'  '  •  v     •  i^^  ■ '  '  * 

^^^^fftJllowing  uncommon  and 'interesting  case  came  dri  1^  tH 
P^'^lp  .inflammation  of  the  thyroid  gland:— Anna  John* 
yf^^^^^  years  of  age,  anurse/or  a  niiddKng  stature,  Waned 
Betf  rfhfld  crrf'ihe  IfftK  of  Dfcemb€^,-T8^5 ;  two  days  aftei-/  she  had; 
^j^^fffi^>^G2LU  and  cofa/witVcomptaiiiy  in  the  hect.  for  which' 
s^eWtsoniethb^^^^^  ^"  ^      ,       '.    -'     V       • 

'*^^t)n '  thV  20tV  sSe  came  into  tfeetosjiitaV  in  tlie  foltowing  state  ( 
-T-She  had  pain  at  the  bacTc  of  the  headj  her  countenance  was  pale' 
and  siink,  her'ldok  melancholy,  her  t]^i^st.  increased,  her  voice 
weak,  deglutition  impeded,  but' without  traces  of  angina^,  the 
tWgH^.  ^Wfe'wNi  FWjtQf  .j/Qn.  tbf>  Hfick^  ei^tesn^Uy*  the  ,Ayrpid 
j^d,fw,BHlwgS(i»'A^i*^P.fi??tc*^  to  tji^  laastf 

tQuch;,  on.^^e^Ji^ipvgfio^,  ajbp.feJf  a  (larting  pain. in  ^he  for^j 
p^art  ort)i^^e^t»  witfiop^  any  cbygh  heiqg  excited;  at  the  ^ame, 
tune  there  was  a  constant  iQchnation  to  vomit,  though  sheTelt  no 
No.  341?.— iVtf.  14,  Sew  Series.  Z 
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pain  from  pt^ssuce  of  the  9tomach;  thq  urine  was  rather  hiigh- 
cojioi^ed;,  she  had  had  two, 4^Q^, evacuations ;  the  warmth  of  the 
^kin  >ya$  moderately  incxea;^ed;  jthe  jpjuUa  fre^ueot^  oppressed,  and 

small;  she  feJt^heirs/9l4,WP5?Q^i^t^^''i?.'?'*^!^''^  cast  down. 
.  "  Thft  disea^  was»a#.  ^.Us/pfi^n,  considered  to  be  an  inflamma- 
tion of  the  thyroid  glancl,.  y^t  jtT^^.  (rf^bled>  pale  countenance,  the 
great  debility,  the  contrast  m  the  symptoms, — viz.  the  impeded 
deglutition,  without  any  iuflamfmatjoxi  or  other  mechanical  impedi- 
m.ent,  the  almost  extinguished  weak  voice,  the  pains  of  the  chest, 
without  the  other  signs  of  inflammation ;  the  constant  inclination 
to  Tomit,  with  gastric  impurities  or  pain  at  the  stonuich ;  the  cir- 
cumstance of  an  oppressed  small  pulse,  seemed  to  warrant  the 
conclusion  that  it  bore  rather  the  character  of  a  nervous  fever. 
JBut«  if  one  considers  the  tenor  of  all  the  symptoms  collectively, 
and  compares  them  with  the  physiological  destination  of  the  or- 
gans, it  will  appear  th^t  the  pfiin  im  the  opciput,  .^e  peculiar  de- 
rangement of  the  vocal  organs  and  of  the  deglutition,  also  of  the 
txpectoration  and  stomich,  announce  a  morbid  affection  of  the 
nerves  supplying  the  neck,  chest,  and  abdomen  as  the  cause ;  and 
from  the  deranged  functions  of  which,  from  inflammatory  irritation, 
all  the  symptoms  are  satisfactorily  explained.  Hence,  a  rather 
an tijph logistic  treatment  was  directed  against  this  inflammatory  ir- 
ritation ;  six  leedhes  were  applied  to  the  thyroid  gland,  and  along 
the  neck  emollient  fomentations ;  Decoct.  Salep ;  and  every  three 
hours  half  a  grain  of  Cafomel  was  administered.  In  the  evening, 
as  the  tense  pain  of  the  gland  continued',  six  more  leeches  were  ap- 
plied, and  mercurial  ointment  was  nibbed  in  tn  each  side  of  it. 
>  **  On  the  21st,  her  state  was,  after  a  rather  unquiet  night,  much 
the  same,  only  (he  constant  inclination  to  vomit  had  diminished. 
A,Jbli*ter  w£ks  vuow.  ^piied  to  th«  nape,  of  th^  neck. .  Towards  the 
evenings  lie  deg^J^ti^ion  was  eaBjigr;  visiting  ^tiil  took  place^  by 
virhich  a  4itUe  phJfgm  was  thrown  up^  For  this,  powders  with  four 
g^aiusi^f  Magueaia^as  mucjh  sugaip,  Calomel  and  Qyoscy^ifs  .i^ai^^h 
half  ar  grain,  we^e  given,  every  three  hours«  .     ^ 

'  On  the  l^dt  the  swallowing  was  still  better,  and  the  vqmit^ng 
had  ceased  by  the  use  of  the  jpowders;  the  swelling  and  pain  of  the 
thyroid  giand  were  considerably  less;  the  patient  had  four  loose 
stools ;  the  urine  threw  down  a  mucous  sediment;  the  pulse  was 
^il^ffequeat,  yet  more  free,  and  sufficiently  strong. 

'^Dec.  2dd,  all  the  symptoms  are  milder;  the  gland  is  almost 
freefYom  pain,  but  hard;  the  patient  has  a  cough.  The  same  on 
the  S4th,  though  at  night  a  troublesome  vomhing  came  on  again, 
and' she  suffered  a  good  deal  from  the  cough  and  toucous  expecto- 
ration. She  now  took  powders  with  half  a  grain  of 'Hyoseycraius  ; 
l!Jng.  Hydrarg.  tb  the  region  of  the  stomach;  and  a  blister  "^as 

*  applied  to  the  sternum.'  On  the  following  day  she  experienced 
mndh  i-eJief;  though,  on  the  27th,  theglahd  seemed  to  be  more 
swollen,  tense,  and  painfhl;  tKe  cough  cotitintied,  though  the 

Breathing  was  perf<^ctty  free.    Four  leeches  lo'the  glaiid,  and  emol- 
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lient  applications  were  employed ;  she  continued  the  salep  decoo- 
tion.  In  the  days  which  followed  she  improved,  though,  on  the 
30th,  she  felt  again  Severe  pains  in  the  gland,  fbr  which  four 
leeches  were  applied.  Finally,  by  thfe  dillgetrt'  ti«fe  of  ^rtollieht 
cataplasms,  and  inunctibti  of  merCurikl  ohitm^t,  lhe'lnfllimmatoi*y 
disposition  of  th6  part  was  Overcome,  and  it  wastei^torerf  to  ks  na- 
taralsizei  «oUhat,  on  the  4th  of  January,  the  patient  was  quite 
weii« 

**  On  thitt  day,  however,  toWat^di^  evening,  ^rtioril  any  cause, 
A'e  had  ia  Smart  attack  of  fever,  with  shivering  and  heat,  which  re- 
turned on  the  following  day  at  the  same  hour.  We  looked  for  an 
intermittent  fever,  and  merely  .observed  its  progress,  but  she  had  no 
return  of  it;  and  on  the  15th  of  January  she  left  the  hospital  cured. 
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noriferift  vs%  am*  Iji  mUUbiu  omola  libai)^ 
Omnittnos,  ittdeini  depascimvr  aarea  dfcta. 

;       ANATOMY, 

Aceaimd  •fm  rm^iMikVi^^wiitmj  fctfrnbling  m  Tail,  uMeh  wa$  attached  to  the 
faOmmiUif  t/ iH  VaiHmdC^kinmrfa  Mmi\  byARTHuajAooB,  m.d.— Iak 
indebted  to  wy  father  for  the  specimen  of  remark  able,  monstrosity  which  foraks 
the  aabject  of  the  present  notice.  In  the  eoarse  of  last  satnmer,  a  yomig  warn 
inreseated  himself  at  the  Queen's  Coanty  Infirmary,  aeeking  relief  on  accontit 
f(  a  timior  which  projected  between  the  natei«i  and  caused  mncli  JBCDnvem-^ 
eoce  from  its  bulk,  e»pecially  in  the  sitting  postnre.  It  liad  enlisted  from  btrtb, 
was  about  the  siae  of  the  closed  hand  of  a  large  man,  and  wa«  Mtnated  upon 
the  lower  part  of  the  sacrum,  apparently  involving  the  os  doceygfs.  fJpon  its 
most  con^s  part  was  an  o^i^ce,  tlinragh  which  thef  -finger  eoald  be  uifro* 
4ttced,  and  passed  romid  an  irregular  reshrthfg  body,  whieh  partly  pn^ted 
through  this  opening.  The  istirface  was  covered'  by  iannd  ihtav  ArniBhe#witfa 
a  considerable  qaantity  of  hair.  The  operatieii'ef  reNMMriifg<'lt.WBi  per. 
ibhned  by  my  father.  On  ^itidfiig  the  etterftal  lay^rylt  appeiredi  tlHM  this 
wasaierety  a  poneh«f  «kin  reflated  inwatdlyy  and  undMsaetng  atq4todi4e«l 
resiating  body,  nearly  sia  Hdtwe  iMke^MMl  ClNklier  Aim  dke  aBuntok.  Uris 
eyllDdtical  body  wasdaoblad  upon  itself,  naogf  sedisfAiMfd  in  order  tuAl  in 
the  pouch ;  it  alsoi  ssaa  fiovertd  ssitbttrse  Am, -  Hiis  eK|nun>dh»iif  pfodaeiiMi 
adbet«d  firmly  by  oae  ejEtMmity  tothe  apine*  and,  upon  atteasptingtoidetaeh 
ify  the  connexion  wv  foood  to  be  aascooa.  l%e  benci,  bawcvc;!',  was  aoapMifjr 
tb9t  it  yielded  tortile  kntfe.  Thesuperfiiiousskm  having  been  remoyed»  the 
lips  af  4iie.w«Kid  were  brengbi  togetJier,  and  it. healed  satistetorilyi  leaving 
thfipntieBifKtofhamdiBtress  on  Ihisiaecoitti;. 

Whan,  the  ponob  was  firat  divided,  and  the  eontsAned  member-  folly  dia- 
playndy  its  appearance  was  socbar^cteristic  that  no  doubt  waa  entertained  ef 
itabeingareai4ail;  wlncb  hasaaicc  cawed  no  small  degr/ee  of  merriment. 
When  the  part  came  into  my  p^ssesaion,  I  made  a  longitudinal  section  of  it 
fitom  end  to  «nd,  and  found  that  it  was  ftirnishtM  throughout  with  a  bony 
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eafe«r  c<iitBe,ooiiai»ti«g<»f.4CiMimle.piuei/ilbtincUy<JoiMd  to  each  other 
urilb  pirrftotByBOirfftl€a|Mol«St 

Tkatkrteemfaledmtfril  i»  its  ostenMl/cteaotera  <I  »4diH^  bnt  idisMdtftOii 
piJO¥eBlbat«lK>lKliieft(wkitb  Qcettpy  theotgvtte/besr  taoresemUBiilw  to  vcvt^ 
brsi  bat,  on  tbe  contrary,  tliat  tbey  afOBttefaiaofiiigbtb^loiigitofa  imM'4  ^eat 
toe ;  6on|i»tiBgi>f' alaviftl  jboii0«  {prdbaMjUilbe  .internal  ettneirorm^)  a  Mcta. 
tana^aodpfaaiaBgto.-  It;  iq  fiiot»  appears  lo  lioidNi  easmpleof  tbat  deserip* 
tion  of  monstflMity  Vihinb  hat  often  heen«biicrvM  in  otbor  flitaAtiooft,-^a 
nidioi«Bt  or  portion; oF on^dditional  iimb  or  eztteint^:  lids  ohms  is,  howorfcr, 
remarlcable  firom  its  consisting  of  bnt  oneseneaof  •iMnes^oat  of  tbe  five,  as 
woU  as  frani  thesitnaaiaAMrfaicb  it  ooenpM.    (DMU  IhsfH^  B/eptia.} 

•  •  •         •■ 

PHYSIOLOGY.  *  .      I   ' 

Hemarka &n  the  Human  Voice;'  by  D.  Lisruvius,  oft/eipsig.— Tbe  remarks 
by  M.  Liskovins  are  in  the  form  of  a  reply  to  objections  advanced  by  ]\|t. 
Rudolpbi  against  previoos  statemeiils  and  opinions  of  tbe  former.  M.Iisliovius 
bad  said,  tbat  tli^  vocal  cords,  lengtbened  as  tbeapertnre  of  tbe  glottis  diiated. 
M.  ikndolpbi  remarked  npon  tbis,  tbat  during  ordinary  inspiration  and  expira- 
tion, tbe  glottis  is  so  mncb  open  that  no  sound  can  be  beard  ^  and,  conse- 
qnently,  tbat,  to  produce  even  tiie  lowest  notes  of  tbe  gamut,  a  dilatation  greater 
than  this  cannot  be  required,  as  it  wontd  have  no  other  effect  than  to  prevent 
tbe  formation  of  sound  altogether.  In  reply,  M.  Liskovins  remarks  that, 
when  in*  state  of  repose  Ibe.laryiui  hoMa  a  middle  phica  tMit^een  its  greatest 
elefation  and  depression,  and  tbat.theglotikkalaa  ia«i  i«iltiipediat«attttil  her 
tween  itsgreatAitcoiitni«tioO'«ndeateiisioo;  tbe^mom  the  larynx  Acscevda^ 
the.more  thegk^liaM  dtfaled^^md/ibe.'  gffeaaer  tbeidfgreoiiQ  irliicbftbe'foD* 
mer  URoendSi  so  nnck  Ihe  aunne  is  -the*  tetter  contraictdd:  if^ibrrefiMe/  the 
glottia  were  the  most  .dilated  m^  state  of  repose,  tlie  larynx  sbottM,  al<^e 
same.tim^ibeatthe»0iaxiini»of  depfossioa,  audits  ^epreasing  amiidilatinli 
muscles  wonldbe  at  tbe  »«simon»  of  contraction :  in  such  a  case^  each  pisiiaa 
i««Qld  jtalk  in  tbet  lowfal  tonea  ofiiin  voioe;  as  the  state  necemry  lopsodode 

them . would  J^thut- which  vottldoiiiritself*  

.iTbat  ordinary  .TBf^raAion  produces  no  aound»;<Ues  not  depend  upott  the  loo 
dUatedrstaU  of  the  flIpUis,:  bat  ppon  the. feeble  imphlae^iten  to  the  ooKimn 
of , air , traversing  jthe  iatynx.;  a. point  joeglected  by  M.  RflMiiht.  As  to- the 
falqettaf  it  is  pr^dnoed  bytlman^riorpart  of  the  glottis,  .the  liga«watt  J^ng 
at  siieh  time  tense  and  diaww  togetlieri  whilst  the  open  or  pectoral  Toioe  is 
prodaiM^ by  thei^pprowiati^aof .the opeiToords,. n^hoiit  any  simnUaneona 
teiiBion*  M«  Uakpfvinao^iitends.ako  tliat the.Melte is  a- wfAhoharaoteriaftd 
8p«a«s  of  voioet  and  not  an  imperfect  woicey  us  has  been  tnpposisd'hyi  Halter^ 
Kempelir^aiMiBiiMphi*  .Xhe€on«l«isi«na.dfairnt.'«ad'.ffriiioiples  ostablish* 
edy  are  fonndednpea  anatomical  ei(amiQaiiona<of>  an4.ei4>eQ»ie«(i  apon^-  tlir 
human  hedy •    {J^wrn^lt/  Sdtrn^  from  4h»  ^noAt^^n  j|#aAf> 


>  » ■• 


Onrihe  MiMUum  of  Mn^khfh  <^  ^^mv-JH*  ftai.i^yy  piqmcian  of  La 
Piti^y  continues  to  experiment  oa  ikm  aul^i^ol*  ,  fUotconaiders  that»  aa-ohsia- 
cles.freqiieii^y  preseat  .themselivea  U»  the.uiternal  eidabilioa  of  medicines, 
we .  ongbt  to  aeok  ■  seme  etlhe r  plan.  Tbe  epide wnis: .  wonh!,  in .  asost  i  in. 
stances*  prove  a  great  ehrUqle  to  the  introduction  of  medicines  tliroo^  tiie 
skin:  thisi  therefore  is  removed  by  the  previous,  application  of  a  blister^'  to 
permit  more  free  absorption*    The  following  are  some  of  the*  principal  resolts. 
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T^ie  SalU  Off  M«rpl>iV8  qoiekiy  limm  tMlr  inOuinKse  v§t\\k%  l»VAlli  and  Dtr- 
vous8y.stem.  The  pupils  contract,  the  eyes  beebm^  brtMnwti  dyfatim  Mud 
iiicbinia  4re  aomeliiiMs  fiiduoed;.  «aaiea  nod  f omiting  fir^  -A  «en8«<of 
itchiiig  «xt8t8  lo  ft  troitfaleaciidejdc^e,  cbiqfljiii  tht'/unat.fcpi«^  flfed  fM«^ 
queatly  aumfr^iispflpulfe^ppe^rbalheskiii.  -   " 

Tim  Extniet  of  BelUdoima,  mfob^cb  t%e  dond  itde  «f  the fett^; produces 
alt  the  effrciA  %hidi  pcmilt  foMii  it  ntben  iql|»r«id^  pre«^ribeda«acii  ^vflcUcme 
dilatatioQ  of  the  pttpila^  a*^  a  dimiiration  of  the  powikv  4»#  vttioaw 
,  The^^Htntctof  8i^illi^  «t  the  same  tiM  that  it  prrodaoesi daf honsaS)  fa* 
▼purstbeimiiary  aecretien  and  promotes  cipectocatioak    -     :      ' 

Sti^cbnine^  well  pdwdiered.  encomragea  the  safyparaXaoii  of  ^irawidt^  i|id 
affects  the  locomotive  system,  bat  doea  not  excite  great  nervoas  perturbation. 
M.  Bally  remarks  on  the  employment  pf  strychnine,  that  sometimes  it  causes 

a  sensible  turgescence  in  the  vessels  of  the  head^  ^.f^^JP  <?o^?f'i^','^;-R^  ^^^  ^^> 
wmc&  demands  either  its  sdspenjiion  or  bfef  dings. 

'several  of  the  preparations  of  Mercury  are  usefnlly  employed  through  the 
medium  of  the  skin.  Hie  endermic  method  of  ad  ni  in  is  terini'  remedies  be- 
comes  liecessafy  in  cases  where  tiie  entrances  of  the  alimerftary  canai  are  shut 
up  by  Spasm,  as  in  hydrophobia^  tetanus^  and  some  cases  of  hysteria ;  or 
wncu  the' stomach  revolts  a^ainsi  the  necessary  medicines, 

th$y\AMiaeti^piliryJoUH  a»i»Rit|  Sarfeen'to'^^^riiea^Gefi^^ct'tMk,*  Kl&ga* 
tq»lm^  D!abUQi<*HApfit  1ii8i8th,>18j»<'  l^vtat^  cMdlMl'Mi <«l  «e«en ViSlotik  thia 
mooiiaf^j  totviint  JanMiaoaiii^  4ig<^'«hkt9^yej^«Mw^«ftd-moae«lat'.  I*<b^d 
hiBiii^Morii9«iwieiPiiM:>iMllw4ng'ftjmp«mna:  vi^  lfa^«MiMie«  aa 

putiteiav^iehieily  ifcfalMP  th^  uiabUitfeas^:'  oinWlaiitinoHutkig'o^a  yallowl^  flMdi 

c<dd  eiitMlHitiea;  ^tlMMrtfMilM^tliM^ivriitvi^^^M^')'^^  eiHtiM«Midtf)s 

caiifavcjtad;    Hwbewidab^  n6t'b«eii<«pea«4fbf*ftfrt|f-«%ttt  hoiivs.    • 

^nibawcoant  1  |EOt>of  HMrrtfanVcaAiplaiiit,  fiia»biih8etf*«iid>ll»  wilft,  Wa^^Ki' 
follows:— He  left  home  the  day  befbi«  witVa  'fhttefaP,  wfaftcMie  atctPonrpaiMI 
farfive:jdiiea$^aii(>,«nahi»f«tw»n<iw  tlieev^lM^,  M  bot]^CficedwreMlhii*wkh 
aneii^bour,  and  after  a  severe  sYroggl^  Miedeedidd  In^  llirow4ng»  him  te  t^* 
gnMiKt;  ttis  antag^vUt  i;^!  Di><hii^'ba<Jk/*W)fli'his'hflecs'b^^W«vdi»,  and 
Bvm  4eil  nemty  at  <<hr  siittte  "tf^metrt  with  Mfi^  abddMed  M'hU  aftiagMitftlii 
knees,  rcceiragr  a  «iot««it  cdnlu^dh  oBMy  id  fif^r^n  ^tiiemthWim&. 
A^Qivdinig  to  hisdwii  a^cotiat;  lie  f^M  }fiotoelMifg4rad>gIif«b#ky«ii»6tiittHy; 
he  fiiinted  imtnediattfly,  bitt  ii§6iil^€<hViTt^rc6mp\imtlngdrd^^T^f9XMiiit^ 
abd4^raHi,  With  i»a»iiifldg'.  ilk  tiii^^tMi' h^tCfa^^etttoVffjrMl  4idifi&  hi'au'aipeff 
rart,  d  dirtatt^  of  •fite'iwfla^i^ltttlhg  <#Wdh'l**  ^hiiti«(ifi«»'r^akl' <JO#ilflt»d^ 
but;  i|i'e<»na0^pi<Wid#'(^»Mt(  haiini^'bt^tf '{M^^  'M'  idtm^  ^a^d'was'  t>bt. 

tained  until  the  next  nkerkirng*  atthotij^h  <lhi^  pairi'atid  VotofAilg  'Were'Vary-  diiM 
iressing  during  the  night. 

Obttiy  tm  viiitrfig faini,  ^♦ery  ^ftip^tto ImNM^d^his*  aj^irbaeliiB^  diM^. 
tle»;i8iNr>  aIthdng^H>wa9<»f\dpinidn  that^^^tifi^atlMP  Iftd)tak^<  place  iVom^^itl- 

juryefaomfe  Wtll«'febd<^irialtl^«^ra,ye#,  b*?ar<if*«"^*^<»^*«*l*«****'*''****^*^ 
the  ptols^  vi4iich  a«t«ud^  all  abdoraiiilil  inflattlmatk^,  Tttttedij^d^hi  the  firat 
insta«e»  to  take^away  spaie  Wood  fh>m  Ifis  •a^iii^Wft*^'*^'*"*  **J^«  miMes 
ceuld  be  extraMed^  be  thinted,  With  caU!  ^weatar^ft6ht  hi^liead  add  ne«k. 
He  afterwards  was  placed  In  a  hath,  t)f  the  tthipetfatttf*  'd^'nltfcty^aiflt,  w«th 
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gave  him  some  relief;  he  appeared  refreshed,  and  conld  tnrn  in  his  bed  with 
greater  ease ;  the  superior  part  of  hu  abdoqieny  along  the  margin  of  the  ribs 
and  across  the  region  of  his  stomachy  could  bear  pressure  withoat  pain;  he 
did  not  complain  of  his  chest;  his  reipiration  was  natural,  and  intellects  clear; 
be  talked  rationally^  and  gave  a  yery  accurate  description  of  the  accident ; 
but  the  distress  and  Yoraiting  continued;,  the  pain  and  tenderness  about  the 
umbilicus  was  unabated,  and  the  pulse  imperceptible,  even  at  the  elbow.  He 
now  oomphiined  of  a  great  desire  to  make  water,  with,  inability  to  void  it,  and 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  bladder :  the  catheter  was  introduced,  and  a  pint  pf 
urine  drawn  off;  a  large  blister  was  applied  to  bis  abdomen,  injectipns  were 
administered,  and  calomel  given,  but  immediately  rejected. 

The  above  symptoms  continued  until  the  evening  of  the  8th,  after  yfluf^  be 
complained  of  no  pain,  except  when  his  abdomen  was  pressed  on ;  his  extre- 
mities at  the  same  time  grew  c^ld,  and  his  countenance  became  gradually 
more  contracted ;  his  senses  were  clear  to  the  last,  i^nd  he  was  free  frgm  ^ic* 
cap;  he  expressed  bimseif  relieyed^  and  entertained  to  the  last  hepes.at\a 
recovery.  He  died  on  the  evening  of  the  9th,  at  six  o'clock,  forty-ei||h(  hours 
after  lie  met  with  the  accident. 

Leave  having  been  obtained  to  .'examine  the  body,  the, dissection  was  made 
in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Adams,  when  the  following  appearances  presented 
tlieoMelves  :— ^The  abdomen  being  opened,  a  qnimtity  of  the  contents  of  the 
intestines  was  found  in  the  cavity^  aod>  wken  pressure  was  made  over  t|ie 
laiTfeiiilcatiBes  with  Iheimnd,  their  eooteatawwra  £imecd  Ahrodgh  aaaperture 
iothe  intestines;  Md,  oefiivther  examioditiajB,  tlte  coecum  was  found  rap- 
tured. The  apeitnre  vm  aiwut.  two  inehea.  in.dsciimfereoeey  mth  ujseyen 
rafigad edgesy  nt4  evidently  tbe  oonpeiyieQce.of.tbQ  &Uhe  iwd  received;. it 
wasi  surf oMded  witii  marks .  of  extensive  dnftammaticm,  as  wese  all  the 
Mail  inteatines,  on  whose  smftce  aeveral  leyera  ofcoagulaUe  lympkhed  been 
deposited  in  differeDi-pleees^  forming  »  fiUae  membimns  of  asoft  texUv/au  . 

The  correspondence  ef  the  aywploma  whidi  this  easeprescnledwi^  these 
wbiehy  in  ilie  latter  m^es  ef  eoteijiUs^  Mow  the  perfi»retiona;of  the  intes- 
tines, and  the  escape  of  their  cootmle  int»  the  eavity  «€  the«bdomen«  is  well 
w«riiiy  of  observetiMi^   (  Shihim  BviplUlJUpifiUi.) 

Case  of  remarkable  Pulsuition  in  the  Veins.  By  Char.les  Davis,  m.d.  Mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  College  of  $urgeons,  and  Surgeon  to  the  North  East  Dis- 
pensary, Dubliu.->Pn  the  21st  Jpne,  1826,  I  was  desired  to  visit  Mar^^aret 
Copnor,  aged  sixjrcars,  residing  at  No.  49,  Cl^r^ndop-street,  whom  I  &und 
labouring  under  symptoms  of  acut^  hydrocephalus,  . 

She  was  much  emaciated,  and,  upon  in^^'y,  I  learned  that  four  moutlis 
previously  she  became  affected  with  hooping-cough,  from  which  she  had  never 
perfectly  recovered;  9md.  that,  within  ^he  last  ten  days,  ^he  had  been  sud- 
denly attacked  with  a  vomiting  of  biliofui  fluu),  wfiyich  still  coutinnei}. 

She  now  appeared  listless^  and  regardless  of  suirpu^idingoi^jects;, her  tongue 
was  coated  with  a  yellowit»lt  for;  she  h^d  complete  loss  of  appetite  ior  solid 
food,  but  took  drink  wt^en  pres^nt^d  to  her ;  and,  whc^n  questioned,  com- 
plained of  dull  pain  in  the  foreliead ;  her  pupils  were  somu^what  dilated,  but 
readily  C4^ntrficted  upon  the  admission  of  li^tiher  skin  was  hot  and. dry,  and 
her  pulse,  which  was  somewhat  irce^ul^r,  b^at  cigbty-eis^ht  in  the  minute,  and 
was  fnll and  prett;y  strong;. her  hovels  were  costive,  and  her  stools^  when 
procured,  green  and  hydrocephaiic. 


Pulsation  in  the  Veins.  I7i 

Ati  ernptioit  of  dark  «pot»,  larger  than  petecliiaB,  somewhat  reMmbNft]^  pnt* 
pilra  flimplexy  wii^  sratl^rM  over  rfie  nklti;  and,  opou  tiie  chest  and  nctfkj  a 
niWitLtj  vesienlaf  erttpti<m  was  ob««fnraMe. 

What  AoJ-pmed  itaemncliin  this  eaM»;  and  tiowJndneeit  me  to  larf  if  before' 
lh«  prrof^sdon,  xms  «  ^bation  Hi  UlPihe*  telns,  dbdiH^  and  imN  marked,  ftyn* 
(^otootis  with  that  of  th^^rieriejr,' and  1«i'tlil»  veins  df  die  fextreitafftKfi,  per« 
eeptibfe  to  the  eyr,  eV^  Mthe  ^HtfUtnce  (rf'IWte  ykrda.' 

Thtt  ireftts  Wrtte  rattUr  faf^er^  Vhato  te  usnit  at  her  perii^'  of  llfej  and  prea* 
Mre  ftpMHAiy  df  fhem^  av6pped  the  pabaUMi  bHween  tk^  part  ^oompreRed  and 
the  Tiearty  so  that  it  ohvioosly  eoilM  etot  b«  canted  byregiirgitatien  frhin  the 
anricle. 

Tht^phhalbn  ifi  the- part  ef  the  vtiit  tow«fd»  the  esArearity  waa  T«ndei>ed 
mnch  stronger  and  more  diatmcf,  provided  ihe  retUMt  of  the  Mood'  to  the  anH- 
ete  wks  hot  completely  obstraeted;  htft  if  the  eowpresBion'Was  to  $tKms  as 
entirely  to  6faflit^ate  the  caKbre  of  the  vein,  that  part  of  it,  which  ti«came 
f etise  and  di^ended  whh  bfood  so  far  as  the  next  vidte,  after  9  feir  aeconda 
lusf  the*  pnteairon  aftogethef.  ' 

The  pobation  of  the  heart  was  somewhat  stronger -tfiatt  tt»Mal  at'her  age* 
dtf^  pnrsation  d^fM^^^  «tei  k>flhr  than  thaft'oif  th(»'artifr4eir,  an*  was  com- 
pletely stopped- on  comprcKs^ovr^  fbese  latter  teaselk 

In  despite  of  lee^hig,  bdid  a^yplieatiotift  te  thuft  ht»d,  «iM  IMi^tert,  ediabhied 
whh  the  exhfbitiott  of  calbmtf,  ^onsff antly  M^earted  In  mfinuie  doietr  to  mMe 
it  to  refloain  npon  the  stomach,  Mid  t9ety  o<her  remedy  ^bkhrsnggestMl'  itself 
(0  my  nihid,  or  was  rteohimendM  by  these  ormy  ttiedielil  Aienda  whoaaw  ttie 
case  with  jne,  (amongst  whom^vas'MK  I^le,  wtio  -hincR|f  lent  nia  his  assist' 
Mice,)  it  termhiated  fktaHy  n^w  th»  «8flh  of  June ;  o*  ttie  evening  nf  whidi 
day  I  made  an  inspection  ttf  the  body,  of  which  the  Mowing  is  an  aceotmti 

The  t^iBeis  of  the  pla  matev^  partientafrly  towards  the  base  of  th«  iirafn; 
were  somewhat  fbller  of  4>liiMMl  than  itf  noiatal  <  and  this isbhstanee  of^th^  braiii 
Htfle,  if  at  all,  sefter  than  is^  nsnal  at  tM0  p«iiod  ol*  lifh. 
'  The  rentricles  eentaned  nt  IMst  ftnroiMoet  •ef-tmnpayeftt^  fltlld^  and'the 
choroid  plexns  seemed  pete,  as  if  maeeniiedi^    ■    '       f     >'    - 

The  pericardium  contain^  «  tai»N  ^pMnlily'Otf  ieroa9'lhrid>  tiod  the  left 
ventricle  of  the  heart  was  somewhat  enlarged,  and  firmer  than  natnral ;  all  the 
otJief  viscera  of  the  thorax  and'abdolnen'were  healfhy. 

The  arteries  had  been  injected,  bat  presented  no  preteraaiitral  communica- 
tion whatever  with  the  vein*?;  neither  conid  any  artery  be  discovered  in  the 
nnmediate  vicinity  of  these  latter  vos^ls,  Which  cbufd  throw  a  doaht  on  the 
fdct  that  the  pul&ation  had  b^en  continued  from  the  heart,  through  the  arteries, 
and  capillaries,  to  the  vefhs.'    (TM,)  '  , 

Consequences  0/  Wbirnrf*  received  in  Dtssectwni  By  A.  CottES,  M.O.— On 
Tuesday,  May  ifith,  1824,  Mr.  STiekeTtoii  was  engaged  in  examining  the  body 
of  a  man  %iho  had  dicd>  of  )>entortpal  inOanfni'at^fi,  conseqnent  oi»  the  opera- 
tion of  Kthotomy.  The  exanitnafio'n  Idok  ptace'  SYi  a  very  few  hours  after 
death,  tlie  body  still  rebhiing  its  heat.  I'  observed  that,  86on  after  the  abdo- 
men Was  opened^  Mr.  Shekelton  prfekedtilii^s^f  With  the  point  of  the  knife, 
which  called  forth  the  asnal  involn^fary  expressioh  of  pain,  bttt  was  not  fur- 
ther attended  to.  He  proceeded  to  take  oat  tlie  contents  of  tlie  pelvis,  sa 
that  his  hands  were  necessarily  immersed  in  tllnt  cavity  for  a  considerable 
time. 
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On  the  foHowim^  eventit^  (tftft)  he  felt  hUmtW  iNiweli;  oti  Tli(icutesr  (^ib) 
he  gsve-dit'  aHAfomteAl  dem(msti«tiMir'«»  ilsuM/  Md  iiDaAMat«ly»>afiWc  tMi.he 
wMthtmteverym;  bM,  <Htii%%o^ll(i'«4lfiMi(  relBTve  06  his  chdpaatiom- he 
diH  iM  arpplyt^  Myitff  Itift  ill<idk*A'friM(k.  tOli  IVftdty  ey^og  (£!•!>  JMt. 
Ciuack  accidentally  saw  him,  and  fonnd  some  of  the  gtadi  awellci^la^he.lftfC 
axilla,  from  vrhMk  ti^  \tih  2*^pf«he*si4«ttbat fto.dtsiaM  wafrfroda^d  bjr.tbe 
wonnd  rec^Wed  oh  Tikfsisn^i  Vfh^a  IVfr.OaflAotoagaui  visited  .|iiiii  00.  (22d) 
Satttrday^  thetdndili6if^|yf'th«be  ^Imttitmta  ••^«i«cli4mp«ovcd>as:>iaiiKifice 
liim  to  look  upon  the  ca00«s  vtt  of  #i|li{>ie  ftrver  >bt>Migbt  «q  i»ytc«ld;aafk.^ 
tij^e,  tuiivhfcii^ri'8'.'hAd  lhMy'bemiiHtteli'€x^«Md^    .^.  w     .. 

On  Satifrday  momitig  (S8d)  i  firit  Mi«r  Mr*  9. :  4i»fol4  mw^  >i^*  ^™*H  ^""^ 
pffiatic  ittBdiier,  thathefaiitf|>iCssad '^  nHMt  WMiehed-nighH  yectha  febrile 
syaipfoms  were  n6t  v^y  s»verp.  •  Pulse  only  elghtyifMuy  ihoiigh.hisakio  w«s 
hot,  and  there  was  an  indtfSorihaUeaQHieiyaiidjdistresa^^ery  petceptibte..  He 
saidthatbeftkasifldtstinaMhwttftlo^fall^  'IViie  gl0nd8>4a>tbtt  lefil.»xiUA 
were  slightly  enlarged,  and leiid«v-lo(be'to«cAiV  h(|t  there xAvainufiherawttll^ 
Itig  nor  redness  along  the  arn.  He  compkdbecl  vf  piii»>aifaa99  the  "goaai^  of 
the  ulnar  nerve,  and  down  the  left  side  of  the  thorax.  There  waa  AOjappeAr- 
airce.  of*  ioAMnniationiff  theving-Udger)  whieh  bad-heeB  awtouldid  uadecd^  we 
conld  scarcely  discover  ahy  traoe  of  the-  wroMil.  Were  (it  mat  thati  Mooi^ 
ircted  to  hav«  seen  him  wound  the  6oger«  flla4  Ait  hisfireaent  jtMiatty  and 
distress  irery  far  exceeded  in  s|i««vity  the  othev  febrile  s>«op(oMS^  I.  aboald 
have  supposed  hhaaflfeof^  with  commoii  ievtr  Mi^ 

By'bis  own  desii«e,  4eeeheB  w»re  applied  to  |he  axillary  gltads*;  hatJiQ  8»& 
fared  so  much  frtfin  the  Ulee  of  each  of  these,  that,  «fter4he.foQvth  haa.fivid, 
he  refused  to  let  any  more  he*  sipplied^  He  took*  «n  emetic,  .whioh  opemted 
well,  but  did  not  produce  any  irttrked  hnprefelioB  en  Iheeyenptoaiis. 

Monday  (24th.>^He-conipleined  «f  enfasitiesein  the  stomaeb  and.bow^s, 
and  felt  as  if  he  worid  he  mvMt  retieeed  by  havteg  a  l^ee  etoel.  Hii..taii8ne 
was  covered,  hnt  not  very  iMektyy  with  a  vi4iite'Hi«ceee  coating ;  «kia  of  the 
faee  assnnHng  a  yellow  oDieets  feaiiii»e«  vatfcev  iiieirp;  no  eaeasioesftiji  the 
coarse  of  the  lyinphalMR  of  tiieettn^'twekliflg  tod  paiwof  tbe.aaulhD^«iftfidi 
littd  ceased :  so  thet  soine  of  his  medieal  iVIetids  «t»U  iadalged  tba  h^^  tha  Abe 
case  Wotdd  prove  to  be  bet  a  severe  insieaee  of  ceaiHiev  fetor . 

Tuesday  (S5lh.>-*<CoBathnti«aal-  dirtreas  hicvfeaaed,  and  the. ve^ .nature  of 
file  disease  was  too  obvioas  to  alt  his  medical  afteadaats^  WaagieedJfaat  he 
should  have  a  ftdt  opbtte  at.  night.  

Tuesday  eviniin««^TIiisafteiiideo  a  red  spot,  the  sisOof  aehiliB^  appeared 
on  the  right  patella.  For  two  hoars  tbtaeveaiiig  he«ii0erodmcJi  severe  Aortore 
in  the  knee,  that  he  declared  he  would  maeh-ratbet  eadare  tfaepaioefliaving 
every  limb  ampatated  in  suceessioii,  than  agaip'andergo  the^paiU'he'had  aaf 
iered  in  that  kaee.  \  Thit'Tnua  be  refiaifcd to  the  oavityoi' the jom^      . 

Wedoesdey  <'«6th.)^At  ten  o*cloek  hut  ni^t,  Ira  got  siaty  dvops  of  lauda- 
nam,  aad  intlie  eowae  of  tw^-  hoars* tweaty'au>ro:  tiiese  predoeed  uxtj  pnn 
lit«  and  general  per spiratimi  $  bet  no  oMeviatioa  of  syropton>a  followed*  He 
dotted  a  good  deal,  and  hi*  aUendante' reported  that  he:had{»»sed  a  good 
night :  he  huaself  deolafed  tliat  at  was  a  laostvnoomfoitiabte  night. 

Duthigtbe  eight  hhrhrothery'Dr.iRober«>t)lieke^909  ob  served  a^  large,  red, 
and  sWoUea  patch  oeer' the  right  tlbialis.aiiticaa  aittsele.  This,  and  the  spot 
on  tlie  patella,  had  new  a  solid  feel,  aitd  wtf«  eot  very  tender  to  tiie  tooch. 

Early  title  morniag^<at  twroei^«4ock>  the  riglit  ana,  from  the  shoulder  down 
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t#tlie tibow^ vteK>lMiiyfwltii4>t^»irt|lfld».btUI  withwt iiiiCQl<irati«m j  te  Qgbt 
dtifh  aim  mm  «Wi!llMi^  bni  n^4iiQ^cim4m  •  A  m4.  ^tcb  appeared  qh  tbe 
d»ri«i!i>o^4te4«iFkiniot^.«i4^jMiQ^iit9i94<^A  li«iA,iiiitli«left;K#l^  aynd 

nikle-  MHdaia|r  of  ^Uttndjc^- tbfr^Mem^  V«ili»wii««4/  tkin  was  noiwr  liaiver- 
aal^«BdJiMt«t4Mp>jtlui«iMiNm;'»da«^  ftlSr.  y^U/vw ;  cottole^ 

«iiMam»l««lnl'p«iii<MiMktft^«d(  4ovigiie  lit  f•■t•fdaj^ 

At  six  o'clock  this  eveiliog^JktSi^eftlipeM  becMiM  eKlromei  bis  features  very 
sl«r^«Bd  cantnwit4{  jelftiis  fnls^nwati-tfiilsr,  and  sol  vAiy  qnffik  * 

■iMlayi<«Mb.>H«TwMff*  Ib  Ibarcwiiae  «f'  IftsiiuKM  be  was  sapposed  jba  ha 
)49tegi^^yefelie,aaaaiaftHr*QalM'^<MaoMdiiifvHsbflo^  teAeopfal  af  pa- 

aMs»  arid^ook  tbayolk^f «H««g.baa%i«p'wMi  bnuidy  i  tbts  lia  did  A-om  soaw 
aiMiaiitMtfattiioifr«n|yi^fe%ci»edaoiid  foad'iD  Usalooiaelito  compUrte  bia  re- 
do«vry».  :H8fWM«bTid«sty4iotAite.'fMimd«liriiiiii4  *« 

iDoms  tbe  aigbit  bfrptsi«<l  afJatfgaqQUlUty  Qf'«rioa,4if  »  p^onUarly  dark 

■AtftteVtiMktfaiscioniin^  be'^tnt  fonaae^  and  ifiquested  tbat.I  would 
ttMbc  buaslDflijinto  the  im  afia».«ad.fe«»ariii^  wbicb:  w«re  nacb  sw-^len,  but 
fne  liiHBcedanBs^ndMd|.4lK  toly  phioa  w^eai^  sedness  coald  be  seaa  was 
iMi^slic  Ifcftaeaimbi^'  XicoaM  aeairefbse  tmooaiply  wiU^bis  wisbes^  althongb  I 
knew  bow  naamiKBg  tbb  lacttiise  ttast  be  $  for  tbef  baad  was  lifid,  and  cold  as 
tfaDgrttiid faasd  i  baliadlbe  p^mtwMmQvmf^  the  thambimly  i  aU  his  extre- 
«ilieBiwerew(d$  Biswas  tbtf^coldett}  tbe right «iiii  and  loiearai were  lets 
•wvHed  andatoft^  tteepot  ea  the  mhldleef  ^  right  leg,  vi^oh  always  bad  a 
solid  feel,  waa*  nov-  metft  ealcmM  and  la*  raisad*^ 

I'«aiki»ai iacifliaM iote  t» .ted  paMh On  tfaabnok ef  tlie left shooklery  on 
theiBiiev:iide«if  the  arai,.-e»  the  IbDeano^ -^ad  along  Hiejonfeer  edge  of  the 
hfeeps  at  4he  band  ef  1^  ann»  >  AH  ihtm  iacisitrts  mre  «arried  through  the 
fUtdm  of-ihrJiaBii.  Kothhii^  exe«s|Nl  a  snudl  «i«aiMlty  of  blood,  issued  from  any 
«irMse4iialsaBfla!j>i&,aaiia  af  Ifaomdi^tbftMda  or  tceltoiaff  aubstaoca  exhibit 
wufy  MeaeadlBppeMaBocyetMAptfaattal  atf^ia  bittftl  of  the  arm,  where  the  eel* 
Inbr  membrane  •faadt»d«ri^yanawit»l9ar«  Hia  bratber,'  in  the  coarse  of  tfte 
nighty  tori  tpangjar^Atbetbafsa  tMi  Iheoitcimnoni  of  the  left  arm,  wbicb  was 
^ryiieiiie^«ed^  sM  paiBAil.:irote  Ma  a  hu^  qaantity  of  red  watery  flald 
ttfll  contnsned  to  flow.  Daring  the  night  he  •  tetoidfained  Ibat  half  a  glMs  of 
cimt'fqitt  aaattrOBg  tndHoUti  bia.stomadb  aa^  if  it  had  been.ardeat  spiiits. 

'ife4ied«trBiinfrd^diBitk/tbiS|nt«iiilig.    «    .     <    .     . 

'l&lhlacaseiw<ttrfQ«i9atse^ithasamalrain.«f  8|imptoditas  intbe^asesof  Mr» 
Ii«tcWB8esiaildi;Mtf^Boasa^iirepaKedi  ittvoLm..^  Onblbi  Hespiul  iUporti, 
*e.  The  f«aseaticiMe^tl»iids  lOr  tffei^then  the  opinSidra  I  then  advanced— 
t«  tlHri)  slii^ wlamtdl^  iCf^sevvl^  iH  idifsectitog  ^neab  bodites^  sometimes  give  rise  to 
apeeidiortdiscdat)  .j>fr^tly^dilainel  Ibomr'eiirtiy/other  diataae  omwefiient  oit 
sitttlat«''Wotmid&i^!!'>'  lut  adiitifof  ftcf  Hmoiheris^mpiioattitliete. described  as  be* 
kKg  ehaifteierMiie.t>f 4biadift«k9ei  vtremaonmaiilBmi  this irtttkib^vde^^via.  that 
previoasly  tHitibtidli&ata  btirmiiiAtiog-eitbea  hi  death  orin^toedovnay,  aweUing 
and.in&mlniAtiMiiseiae,  fipott^tbalporiiOBJOf  <tiQl»ih>iai0i^osed»  between  the 
ofiginaiiwaMul.anilthafifsft  «6a«  of  ptths«  'irassee  thatithis  took  plaeD  in  Mjr» 
HttttihhMiMrii  easeAt^^  Jalo  m  pmM  lur«  tbHO'^tttht;  the  fetter^  aMmngb  it 
httlaemiliadyiaaAhiiiiageaMed/lintiltlbitlnisemmailionfaadoaettrfOd.  In  the 
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fttal  cases  of  Mr.  Dease  and  Mr.SbekQlton,  ita|>p«wre4^  in  the  fovmcir  09.  the 
niiHU^inUioJaUQf  «9,the  t0Qtli4ay«  :.    -     i- 

I  Humt  w^r^atlliftatAantaoAof  tbe- realtor  *  t«  Uiao  .^leiy  Ibat  tbiB  .-r^doefa 
which  19,191^^)09  the.ftwol|f<ti|Nurif!i4  ^«ry  ttntik«  ihat  of  orygiyaiaa  v  ^P^  ^t*^ 
colour  is  tiuit  of  >a  poaohi|>lo9soaii^  is.of  «ery«oiaU  eKUmI  Gionip*r«4  wkk.  tiie 
e«te|it  of  Htfi  »weUlngi  ,ift««^ibr«//»jw'4f|y4y'4)e«liap4  forarfoiw  hoiira  .ofily, 
on  .tlie  sano  8pot,:«cKi  ae«itU  olbs«»rvod  in  ^ome  vnei^y  ftiMaiit  parW  poasiM^r  in 
the  opposito  linb^:  b«6^es»  tbUptoalisr^rodihtfs  yjwriihii^g.qakaUy  from  a  part 
does  not  loave  any  v^icatioii  or  4o»qoaittalion  fafili»r  iU  a*  is  teea  inouM.  of 
ej-ysipola*, - 

If  any  proof  be,waat)ng  to.e^tal^Ii^b  an  oM^alial  dilSerooce  bfti^^en.ibii^ 
disoase  ant)  pbJegjmoqoid  orysii^la^,  it  wiU  bo/owvliB  tfaoatateof  tbeiwoUon 
parts  when  cut  intow  .  For,  aUboNtgb  four  iie^#ion»  w^k^  mad^  into  different 
parts  of  tb^  left  arm  of  Mf*  Sbekelton,  yet  no  discbarKO*  esqept  a  •nidt  quan- 
tity of  bk^od,  isaufsd;  nor  i^as  any  cbange  of  structnre  visible  excfpt  tliat 
slight  ono  wbicb  bas  J>eea  noticed  at  tbe  beod  of  tbo  arm.    ( lUkd*} 

The  following  Cote  of  Jn«iirw9»  i^ the  AorU  is  related  by  l)r«  Comstock, 
inarrecent  NumbfM'.of  ^be  ^Atla4«/^AM^  Joto*^^. . 

Hester  Hopkins,  a  Hfgro  ^voman,  ai^d  seventy-two.  years,  died  suddenly  .op 
tbe  17  th  pf  JCIeceoM^ef,  ;ia^6)  in.  ronsfsquefpe  of  « profuse  b^woi^f bage  from 
tbp  bowebt.  I  did  iipt  see  bar  tUl,al't€Hr  bei;,dej|MAv.  b^t  (  i:eoeiiied  i\<Ho-  b<^' 
daughter  and  att^4antf  the  foUowiiig  bis|^^  of  h/ti  «a6e;r-*  f     -    : <  ^ 

About  seven  years  ago,  tbe  deceased  was  engaged  in  spreading  p<yp<cbes 
upon  a  platf}()rm,.¥rbfn  ^dilan^y  ^r  fpot  4iippo4»  *wl  «b%Ce|l,¥{ilb>bec  aMo- 
inen  dire^t^y  «^w«  a  f<^ce.  iifium  tbftt peci^  p^  tbe X\xfi^  (of.tbecjdo^tb*.  #b^ 
%ii>as  subject  to  pain  in  ber  ^fd)doip^%  vfbenever  sb/^  took  cold/  pi;  .w^  •«  lijtUe 
unwell.  It  di/i  nqt^  l^iowev^rg.wtf^fiife  giuAb  jvitb^ber.^workp-as  sbe^b^^Qjant 
most  cf  her  tune  a^t  baxd  l^^^,fi,uic^ib^.  oocurceiH^  of .tbfv«9dd/t(it»  > 

About  i\ine..mojQ^tb^  f^feviou^  to  bqr  dojitbt  f^  first  ^ob9e9^.a|M4«atbig 
tpmoriQberJeftsMt!»)aiiLdfr9Aa)tbi^|i;P^np4)l«aafNi^^  :     t 

On  tbe  .eveniflg  pf  the.l6tb,  if^liqg. somewhat .unweU,  i^  took  a  dose  of 
rbubarb,  i^bicb  (^erated  several  .t^neA><ly:tngu^0^waj['fefsn^  fa«t 

no.  blood.    Xbe  openntioq  of  (^  necliGiee  a0^rdi|d  bei*  sofotP  in^Ue&     v  \ 

Oa  the,  I6tb,  tl^e  tumor  pulsated  ^violei^lyj  and  was  v^iy  paMk^l,. .  Tb^ 
nurse,  soppo^  it  ^  li|e;  a^  abace^fs  tusMf^^  |ifiiuocfi«#iopai>f  ;foai«»tMioi94>;^ 
hot  as  could  be  borne.  About  tb,re&  boura  after  tbeir.firatappliefttioo,  tbe 
patient  said  she  i^\t  tbe  tun^r , burst  in teroilUir.  i  S^  iaunediateJy  coae  .^^aa 
her  bed,  and  discharged  six  pintsi  of  da^  b|ood,  mo4t^.  coagulatod.  This  de- 
bilitated her  exceedingly,  but  ber. aysteq^  4oop.ref|oted. . 

On  the  morning^pf  tb^  1J7t^„i^e.(eltpr]pt^yt(:omfortfiU|e«;  sb^  sajt  u^  most 
of  the  time,  wafr  very  cheerful,  and  laughed.  yiA  talked  with  tbe  family.  Be- 
tween four  and  five  o'clock  p.m.,  while  lying  on  the  bed,  she  felt  blood  flowing 
into  ber  bowels  \  she  tlu'ew  back  the  bed-clothes,  got  up  without  assistancot 
and  discharged  a  pint  of  florid  blood;  about  the  same  quantity  had  previously 
escaped  upon  tbcbe^d..  ^h^  nqw.  felf  pro^at|$  on  tbe  .floor.  ,^be. was  re- 
placed upon  the  b^d  b-y  liej^f  ^tten-^auts^  and  after  moaning  a  few  minutes  she 

Ou  tbe  I9thyassi$t0d  by  my  friend  George  ^^ckman,  student  of  medicine, 
I  examined  the  bodjh  Qp  opei^ing  th^  abdomen,  a  large  tumor  preaented  itself 
immediately  behind  tji^vsw^'*  ''•xprcj  qf  tbe  cojoip*    It  <»ri«inat^d  in  front  ol' 

6 


Detection  of  the  Presence  of  Pus.  176 

the  Inmbar  vertebras^  and  ^xtPitded  into  Ihe  left  Vlt«c  rpgion.  It  wa<{  firmly 
attached  to  the  mnscles  behind  it,  and  was  c«taMected  -with'  the  left  otarinm, 
app«^etnly %y  iifdhej^ipe  inMhimliti^nt:  ^TMt  part  oF*i«f'anf«ri4»rMrfate  over 
wtiich  th6  ttitm  p^ssffi  vtaij  fdetitified  witfr  th^  iFtnMftnr^  of  that  intestine. 

Tb^VtfiiMr'iir&s^  adairk  hVuHh  <k»k)hr, -an^i/ «9h^h  preyed  by  the  fingers,' 
felt  Uke  anidfts  of  flesh.  » Onlayhi^'ir^dt^eto,  -ik  ^pt»ved  fo  be  iiil  aiienHsm  of* 
th^  aorta.  It  dri^ivia«ed  fuMti  HIM  portioYi  of  llfe^aortA'vHAch^M  hetweed  its 
biffitt&tfmi  ftttdtliep«;rf  %«4Mr«  llie-  efn^tl^eiit  trtdiiAft'ttrcr^iVeif^  off.  It  was 
diVid^  try  anf  iiHperf)ict>sep<«ini.'  Thi^  soperior  rigfir  division'wa^  formed  by 
a  dilatation  of  all  the  coats  of  tlie  artery.  In  one-hatf  of  this  division,  the 
iitteraal  c<$at  was  wantingy  afitf  tlve  suifafed  presented  a  earun«a1ated  appear- 
ance, lint  tliere  was  Kiifllei«iit^TfdeA<;e'that  the  hit^mal'eoat  had  nnder^oiie 
extension,  as  tlie  widtlv  of  tbe  remainit)g  plortidn  was  much  greater  than' the 
circonif€*rence  of  the  aorta  above  the  anenri^m.  This  divisfon  of  the  sac  was 
neai^y  Med  by  a  -firm-  lameltatCd'c^gvAfim,  ^lefa,  y^Uto  cut,  reseihbted 
tendinons  ihatter:  hence  ft  'a{^p«»ltn  thiat'^'*9^otttaikeoiis  enre'had  be^n  at- 
tempted. The  stmctnre  of  this  coagnlnm  is  very  well  represented  by  one  of 
thepliit^iifHcm^^dN's  work  on  Diseases  of  the  A^rtci'i^. 

The  lower  division  of  the  sac  was  forced  of  ceTf^Iarsdbstanee,  and  Yiras'fni'* 
ed*wi1fi  coa^iittsrt^  hlobd.  Bot  the  ntOfit^R^er^stHig  pan  of  the*  itivetftigatibn 
was  th^  discot«ry  of  an  openhig,  Iftrei^-fbtirths  of  ftn  indi  fn  diameter,  at  its 
iofbrior  and  anterior  part,  commuhresltin^  with  the  lii^mold  fletdre  of  the  colon. ' 
This  at  once  revealed  the'can^e  of  the  liemo^rhage  and'  sddden'  death  of  the 
patient.  .....  »    .        .  f 

Afket  a  eiirefal  ixiitnitinfion  of  the  flneurl^mal  thtnor,  ahda  Httte  reflection 
upon  the  eirctimstances  of  the  t*asey  I  am  ftidiired  t6  the  opinion  that  the  sit- 
p(ttior'diVitfiott'oftheia<;,'whidi  niight  be  farmed  tlieprtniah/  aneorisin,  was  of 
ion^  standing,  and  probably  originated  from  violence  done 'to  tbe  aoita;  wh^n 
tbepatientf^ltnpoo  tbe'f^nr^.  At  a"§iibieqneVit' period,  perhaps  ab6nt  the 
time  th« patient  first  o'bserred  a  thn^or'iti'her  dld^,  nfoerati6n  6ccnrred  in  the 
leA  portion  of  the'  sac,  oraomeTiolenc«!  was'diftne'  to'  ir,  wbich  caoscd  it^fb 
rtiptirtiSy^itdlAn'opeidnjfWasfbi^trtrd,  fA«#iitg  blood  to-be effiised  between 
fte  mniiefes  andfhepi^ritdnenm:;  tind^tbhs'^  stcdfidary  aVi^tirism  was  prodac- 
ed.  This  mass  <>f  bfood,  lying  b^lilntf  the  ^igmMd'flc^ore'of  tlie  <*olort,  acted 
as^a  moi*b^i#ritaflt  t(^  «hatftited1ih\e;  nfc^r^tron  wi^  the  consequence,  aiid  a 
eibmmunicnifctibn  was  fbtttfed  wl^  th^'^ax^,  t^roiigh  i^'tdh  the  lirmorrhage  took' 
pfuce,  thht  letMina^d'tlielil^  cfiSSiii  pafl^M;    '     '         • 

erases  of  ifri^  descHption;  I  befigvc'are  rkrMy'  liiet  with .  One  insfanre; 
sohie^pfhat  siAitar,  &notked'lD*«'Thelie«tnres  Of  Sit  Astlet  CoopeK."  The 
aneurism,  however,  was  bija^faet  tt{V,  aodtHnnmiraicAted'  with  thejejonum.  tt 
is  a  cnl'ions'cirenni^tMce,  that  in  that  case  also  the  patient  survived  tilt  the 
day  after  the  fiht  disfcharrgfe  of  Modd'.  - 


SURGERY.  . 

M.  LisrRANC*s  Sig-ffS  by  itkich  the  Presence  of  Pus  may  be  in  general  de- 
teeted.-^He  advises  to  apply  on  the  part  the  thre'6  middle  finjjefs  of  each  hand, 
separated  about  an  inch  from  each  other;  then  with  the  left  hand  make  pretty 
string  pressure ;  the  rij^t  hand,  remaining  fixed,  will'  feel  tire  liquid  Which 
dbtends  tlie  portion  of  the  eyst  placed  tinder  it.  Iii  its  tnrii  the  right  will 
make  pre^tsmre^  whilst  the  Uft  hand  wiH  remain  fixed,  and  sd'oii. 
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lliMaifllHNly  wliicU  '»  vety  go^  wlicii  tha  ^iM^4i  is  larfa  and  suptrfiMlf 
miglit  J«a4into«rrofs  uirkem  tbe  mAlUir  is.4nMU  ip  4««iUity  »o4  de«p^e«t«d. 
In  t^  MN»e  way,  mh^n  iJ^di9m»^9Hu%%ei  in  the  aoftteiiM,  ofMng,  Utile 
feiMlM»ce»--*iiiK^«  ^  en»«ylft»  a*  UiMe  •!  Hie  maoimv^.of  Um  alxWipval 
pirieteiy  of  thetbifh,4(c*P*r4lie  ^erewMion.  cononKuiiQated  to  lUese  parli  ^y 
uL^M^atk'i  t>^^oi«  i>«ffat  ftttgmlale  aoetf»tio«^  «id  give  bietli  to  flii9tiik«»..  io  toch 
.t^$9,  let  l|i«  floccii»tlo&ibo.«oii|ihl  for  After  tiM  foUowing  memec: 

Apply  the  three  miMefiw^eitoftUe.  tali  On  Ibe.poini  whene  nieMupficta 
pilfeleiHooHectiMM  nmk«4'  aauM^  end  pfetty  fim  preaiftjre  on  it>  the«  snd- 
deftly  deSMt^  b«t  vitbent  ffeameg  Ue  Gmgitn^.  The/ppeftnre  made  my 
be^  Arretted  by  a,  he«d  body^  tdiieh  it  the  enterief  wall  ofi  th«  eynt  i^lied 
efalnat  the  poiteiier.  The  matter  diapbu»d  by.tbe.preMore  regaw  it*  phKe 
the  moment  preunre  ceaiesi  and  the-fluetiialioiiia-eeaily  cecegwied*  lf>*e 
eyal  moot  jrery  fiall,  «  hmdeT  gmcgtiagoriQiulttMoii  may  be  fieU^vhich:it  is 
jiefiloiant  to  have  ence  peremvad  to  ptrexentlhe  risk  of  .fatareiais^K^;     ;: 

.Thftce  i»M.  thM method  hf.  whishvA«Qtti«ti«i/nay  be^  leU.  l«.co|is«»ti»in 
placmg  one  head  mi  oae  aide  «f  Iha  turn*,  «ad  makiog.gemle.perfifMsiM  mkh 
the  other  on  the  opposite  side.  After  each  percossion,  a  rjiih  .of  matiter^laf^t 
't«elBfce  the  head  reaftingootthfr^mMpe. 

TbesB.are  aot  the  only  janm»sbat  praciitioBeii^hoeid  [Wahe.iaae  of  to  re- 
IMgaiae  theprcamme  of  matter  c  there  are.aoiiA'fefitimpoiiaiit.mQdifteAliQns 
to  be  pat  in  practice,  according  to  the  «eat  of  the  ahafleasr 
*".  When  theipiundeat cotteecioii  ia  m  M  midai  oifMiyMiebile  tealirei,  which 
do  .not  ofier  any  |»ehit  ef  snpperty  or  if  it  be.  wevy. deeply  ^Miftted,-?Mich 
as  the  manuaa,  the  walla  oCifee.flbdamfiD|  the  thigh«  th«(fAlCo|the>legf  j^*!-^iet 
the  hamia of  a« asaisUnt  be ckiselyApplied  tAtheparl,  that  it «^i^.be lendered 
perfectly  steady ;  othevwise,  the  sgct  of  vibration  aaiiing  from  the^vobility.of 
pam.  is  apt  to  decette* 

,  f ,  When  pnialeot  e«diectioBsaake.phmp  in  the.prhit»  oases  tmow  in  wiMch 
it  ia  dtfficolt  to  feeognsse  a  Avctnataadi^  lihe  tisaQ»i»f  tbfti  eyelids^  al  that 
tame  alwaya  infiltrated  wkh  aemait^;,  and.  the  grqat.  mo^ty  el  the  ey«  itself» 
lead  into  emr  i  added  to  Iheae  tao.  ciffCQmstaacea»  the^oeUttlar  teiAtire  in  this 
eavity  being  weMi  laoea  and  pamBable,  thf)  matl«r  ef tien  breahe  doam  m  mmch 
greatmr  space  than  ia  Mceasaay  to  ooailain  it*  JUel  lis  attend  to  the  fqllowing 
direction  r— The  patient  teleaes  both  eyelids  i  iremake  pressore  op  them,  m 
front  I  by  this  means  the^yeiis  p«8had  hack,  into  tim  bottom  of  the  ofbit,  the 
posis  concentrated  towards  the  hmeof  Ibecavily^  priiieotaiHider  theintoior 
eyelid,  and  the  flnetoaAioniis  easily  felt*  >  t  . 

d.  When  an  abseesa  deveiopeaitselltQntvMtfrdlyMthe.lewer  and.  efttevnai  part 
of  the  auditory  canal,  if  tha  ooUaatiea  ia  vohtmipmu^  im  mie|Udbe<can  possibly 
be  committed ;  bat  if  the  collection  ia  nattgreaty  tha  paessnie  ma4e,  to.  ascer- 
tain its  preaeoce  caoaes  it  to  impinge  agaii|st  the  estaanal' auditory  auml, 
which  is  raised  up :  it  is  then  very  easily  mistaken.  In  this,  case,  introdnee  a 
fcmale  sound  into  the  passage  of  the  ear,  depress  genHy  with  this  ihstm- 
aMnt  the  lower  pert  of  the  cavity.  By  this  means  the  matter  is  pushed  out 
externally,  the  textures  are  ixed,  and  the  floctoation  ia  then  easily  felt. 

4.  Does  the  matter  exist  In  the  moveable  parietea  of  the  month  i  the  prac- 
titioner, in  order  to  ateady  the  textures,  ahoald  pat  one  er  two  Angers  hito  that 
cavity  to  paah  them  outwards,  «liile  with  the  other  hand  he  feels  the  fluc- 
tuation. 

5.  Abscess  sUwUed  under  the  scapula* — A  woman,  broogtit  to   bed  re* 
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ecMtly  m  L«  Pih^,  had  a^pvnilMM  oAMcetiim  under  die  •lMMrid«r  bfadc,  winch 
WW  reesfiriied  by  «be  ibRowfaig  ligtes^The  «m]^tta  wM  T«fiMd;'WltoB 
piemrt^waftiniide  vpto  it,«iMlif  imtclA^CMed,  aniMfli^^lie  i«M  iMIHtypliice, 
is  the  MMde  Ineeiievas,  ia  e  ^xij^y  ^  the  hn>t  jiiiit j  the  i^bMilta  It  »,pil1id 
whtft  ^he  limb  is  estniMM.  Tlie  pretneee  vlMde^ilpMi  the'tllMMitdi^4fMe 
ftivced  a  iMtt  «f  th« iMttdr te  the  Margie- ef)the>hdtfe»  mtoe  j^ivfloeliflf 'to- 
wards the  ittfMeriaagl»,«ad  ibt  exihreat  Mid  tpiMU  bordeiv.  'fbWaikletheie 
|Mot»am«H  haadi  d¥eripip,'aai»due|^pear  wheof#e«8ere  eettdif. 

iMCeiKl of  vreinHndiig  dM ilfcmkler^btadev-*^  fttareehal did inh  tiiHlliV eaie, 
M.  Ufatfi^iicgare  exit  to  thcwMter  hy  aNineialOiiraad^tmiMdUltely  ii0d«ntb« 
luf^hMf*  aagie  o^-  the  heiMiraiid/la  caMeiiHiefe^ttierjiMitter  ir  sftaiited  oie^ 
'deeply  Mider' H^th^iavie  Ihckiinijaighl  beande,  and  thee  a  catlMtii»JiAM>- 
dbeed  iat*theefiV*"^A«^^M<eaiily  mMh.U<  -  > 
'  6.  Whea  an  abgeeaa  eppeartin  the  aeighbnwheod  ef  the  vidra  br^nrtt,  we 
ihonld,-  to  avoid  oiiflaalie,  iBtvodoee  oae  or  two  tiageri  iato  these  oavftuet  as 
fi#  as  possible  f  pvess  frearobvf o  dowtmnvdyi  awd  ivotti.withiar  oaMrai^;  Upon 
the  fMMhl  poiot;  •  By  thia'aieaBs  the  timiBs  are'iaade  Bteady/4UMl  lfa»  'matter 
prejieeUoMwards.  :  .'       .  •     •  i 

7.  When  Bdatter  is  secreted  ia  tbepeiiDeaiiif  opder  the  pcfiMeat  sfoln* 
vtohS  it  irthealopossible Ibriitifo pn^joeteatanMrdn  it  is'tneaaflinhigby  the 
vagina  er  reotottithvt  we  liddi  bo  able  to  discoter  Uie  aietter  ttmdagh  <hood« 
jacent  mocoQB  meiulMaHO.  .       .      r 

«.  U  ik»  aliseett  aitpMie*  ahoot  thiii  lhaiero*4fbial  atfliett»aiieii#'  it  is  difll- 
cbH,  Io  eemr  ti«si%  tor  dlMiognith  It  teal  dsppsy  af  the  jetou  Howeter,  it  is 
of  thogriateA'diiMile^r»^ooeithat  ttteyshinld'hedlstiDgwiBbad^  becanio  i*  the 
ctdleetioti of^poh  ho opisohig'rti^d qidekly  benwdt i  io deopsy eTube jelltt, 
ifh  'Wen  kiMMO  hew  «««oAiUy  a»  opeoiog  is  to  be  aiwidod. 

With  regard  to  the  opeouig  of  abscesses,  it  will  saAoe  lo  eay  that  M.  L. 
asi^s  the  knifei  Wheo  be  has  to  opoa-  aay  extaastve  ahaooMaa,-  lays  them  opea 
by  IN  tie  bits?  be  makes  an  iacision  one  or  two  tDobcaJong,  waits  a  day  or  two 
till  auyMrilc  syaiptoaM  pais  aWay,  aa^thoamahes  anetharaimilBrlneMon, 
aodoo  on^ll-tiie  whole  saeii-kiidvpes;  andit haadreqneatiy  happcved  that, 
a»  dK  laeisioiMr  were  OMtiaued  opwasdsv  the  lower  oUs,  eicatrisad.  Ar  an  ex- 
Miple  of  Ais,  a  yoanf  «ia0,  oged  eighaeea»  ofiy|ibatis  teihpefaiBeat,  oame 
ia«yLa*PitMy  April 3d^>i»lb:  tiebad  a  ilaciaatiDf ttuasor^  Urger  than  two' 
ibtS)  hi  the  biiiiboi'fegietij  it  ahooaieA  aposfar-as  ihe  :hiierter  angled  the 
soapiilar,flMidwai«t  least;  thrtelnchto breads  bsThadfieeorlbltpabi-lmy where 
bat  in  the  sitaatioB  of  the  tamer.  On  the  rtby  tb»  tttner  was  p«aelarbd^  and 
alleevleaftiU*4igestedpfa9gire»:vclitte«  tfaepaewnsevwnated'gradnhHyw 

SiMh«-^The  see  wia  eomplehrtyreaBpiieil^  itprsaervodr'nearly  tho^same  di- 
mensione*  It  was-  ia  ima  ttutt  all  'neansiof  oomprertion  were  sued  erilh  it  tSU 
May  Uf  i  «t  thht  liai^  a  prebo  pmaod  apissmrly  flteiaahci  Heithar  cmeilatet 
nor  Irrilotuig  iq)eetioas  pffodboed-Bny  amendincsit 

hlay  10tb.^«<4i.  JU  laid4q[iqB  UkUt^  wHUU  ef  .4wa  wdiea  ef  jibe  tea*  Cba^ri* 
waa  .iDtrediicod  batweeu  the  Jipa  of  tlie  ,wobb4<  ;  lodawpnatioei  wilh  so«ie 
fever>'iUtttto#ivwbiebaQ«rfanbiidtdb0r4^eflt«id(4iel,».'^ .  ^    >f    . 

jl8t|u-^-<A»uiehaodahalfnion««s,l«idepen4     >  /*-  . 

94tii.'^Anotfasr  uiciiion  laid  jopfn  ^Ihe  iwttt  pttiaiof  the  sae  ;  bat»  «a  the 
sac  extended  into  tiNt  daak^  9£Hr  loaMi  tiiieiaMiieiiieinNlar*ta  these  "doseribed 
were  practised^  aad  with  the  mo«t  complete  success.  >  . 
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Ckronic  EnUtr^emenis.'^M,.  li^isf  ranc  tells  i^s,  before  Atteii^pfiii|||to.civre^3r 
chrobic  enlargement^ it  woi^d  V.e  welt  to  examipe  carefnUy.th^co^diMoaof  tk^ 
thoracic  and  abdominal  ▼iscera,  &c.    When  any  advanced  organic  altenM^9i^43.' 
recognised,  the  i^adical  ci^re  of  the  eJ^terni^  afiTf^ction  poght  no%  to  be  attempted* 
It  has  oAen  been  obiierved  that  t^  visceral  dUease  becomes  aggiravajted  uA^tiys 
oMier  diminishes.  Core  the  visceral  aflfecti/Dn  first* and  then  the  ch^onic.enlAry^^  - 
ment.  As  often  as  pain  (no  matter  ^ow  slight)  shpinrs  it^eit^p. apply  thirty  arf^rty 
leeches,  being  regnkited  by  the  strength  of  the  patient  as'  to,  the  qna^^pf 
blood  that  shoold  be  t«ken.    Refute,  the  diet  of  tlie  patieDt,r  and  cover  tbc 
part  with  emollient  ponlticeA.    If  the  snbinf[9mmatiQn.retHi8ts  Jbe  first  local. 
bleedinjg»  it  mnst  be  reiterated  as  the  coustitotiop  of  .the  (latient  will  bear  i|« 

To  produce  a  complete  core  of  the  disease^  recourse  most  be,  had  to  ^xpt- . 
ants  and  resolvents.    Among  the  first,  M.  L.  ranks  the  applicatipos  of  smaU 
numbers  of  leeches,,  (from  tvvo  to  six,  and  with  the  precaution  not  to  encou  -  ^ 
rage  the  flow  of  blood.)    Th<'*ir  action  in  this  case  is  eliciting:  in  hnndre^^p^ 
cases  at  La  Piti^,  M.  L.  has  prove^  this  fact.    After  9uch  an  application /of; 
leeches,  we  see  the  next  day  tbe  volame  of  the  tumor  is  increased*  .and.ua* 
sensibility  also;  sometimes  there  is  an  erysipelas.    But  .tlie3e9  symptoms. of 
increase  need  not  excite  iilarm.    In  forty-eight  hours  after,  the  erysipelas,  if 
slight,  18  gone  ^  the  swelling  and  sensibility  .diminish  ^  and  the  volume  of  thQ. 
tnmor  is  reduced,— if  not,  its  consistence  is  softened*    fow  or  Aye  days  after, 
a  new  application  of  leeches  u  indicated,  and  t^o  on  till  the  cure  ia  coiur . 
pleted.  ShonJd  the  degree'  of  inflammation  produced  run  to  a  great  heigh t»  then 
it  fnost  be  subdued  by  a  numerous  application  of  leeches.  .Scarifications,  Mr.  ■ 
lisfraoc  thinks,  are  sometimes  useful^    His  mode  of  scartTying- is  ta.makcc 
twenty  or  thirty  punctures  with  tJbej;ioin^  of  a  Unqet  or  straight  bistoury,  and- 
to  leave  between  «ach  nearly  a  third  of  an  inch,  so  that  tbe  inflamo^tory  cir^^ji 
which  forms  round  the  one  .shall  pot  join  the   othejcs.     TJie  iumAr  is  to  .b« 
covered  with  an  emollient  pouUicci  .     . 

Cas<  0/  4b9cm  qf  ih4^  Uver^  iatpUci  m^.  I/iMum,  snam  mmi^  fiei^h/'^m^t9^ 
the  Matter,— A  robust  mau^  \ty  trafk.  a  glass-blQif  er,  .wa8-AdmiWe4  filMoi 
the   new  Meatb  Hospital;  h^  labpurcA  ADder.  weU^mavked  i^ym^tomanqf* 
acpte  inflammation  of  the, liver.    Ai^^g^t  v^i7.>;»^««  ")^^^»^'^^*  °^' 
complete  rca^ohitioA  of  tb^  ii#iminatf()a  fviW.iP^  jpii4«cad>  uidy  for  fimr 
weeks  after  the  sub/u^leoee^,DC,  the  first  rattaif^,' the.  ajFmp^iiM  l«ft  w>  xoom- 
to  doubt  the  forqaation  of  an   ahscesf  ,in.  tha«  Uv^jr«>  .Hactie  ffver„  aft- 
tended  with  rigors,. nigbt  swea^,,  awl  .9fi\9;c^^,bf ji«g  a«CQti(^pani«<l  by  a 
constant  sense  of  nneasiness  and  weight  in  tb^  r|gbt^hypo^boiidriiimi  whiob'  • 
was  evldantly  enlarged  Mi4;|iarder  th^^r*  iuiVi¥«il«.  jUt  f^as  also  teofkropd 
painful  at  first;  but  after  some  time  the  pain  became  confined  almost  to  one 
spot^  whicb  oearlly  co;i««pon4a(iiwit|i  the  centm  of  tfa^^leroafetavatioD.  > 

Poultices  were  diligentbr  apptiedi .  but,  altbongh  a<i|i»iy  indistiiiat  feeling  of* 
deep-seated  softness,  was  soon  piercoptible  Mn  ^tha  tondh  y^t  the  absoees  showed 
no  tendency  to  point  outwards.  •  The  aat^pvoalswa Uiag  iremaioed  stalimiary, 
and  the  integnments  jnrere*  of  a  nativai  ooloar.  Tfie '  man's  ooustitalion  was 
now  rapidly  giving  way,  and  it  thewfore^becama  a  moft-ioapsrtaBt  quetlion, 
whether  the.abscesain  the;  liver  sh^ld  be  .opened  by  'an  operation?  To  the 
performance  of  an  opeoation  it  was  oli^ted,  that  the  eaterml  tomor=  was  very 
difliisedy  and  of  course,  the  sitnatioo^oCthe^bs^ess  ^piteanoertahi,  so  that  an 
operation  aflbrded  but  lUtle  chanoe.pl^igivipv  exitvt^  the  matters  a»d  if  it 
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fkitec),  itt]iigiit,'fdr6b^oas  reasons,  proV^  very  detrimenUl*  Any  attempt, 
tiierefoi^,  to  open  the  abieesfi 'wAi  disapproved  of  by  tbe  sargeons  of  the 
hitepStal. 

'thider  tfaes^'etbbarrawing  cTrcnnidtances.'it  occurred  to  me  that  I  had  seep  , 
sevterat  cases Avlieir^  an  hicisiou  mstde  6 ve^  a  deep-seated  abscess  bad  failed » 
from  Its  deep  sitnatfon;  to  give' vent  to  the^  matter  in  tbe  first  iostancQ,  and 
yet,  in  the  eotirSe  ofa'few  days,'  tbe'sbscess  found  its  way  to  the  incision,  and 
bbr^  tfaroitgh;  a  process  eiEplieabte  partly  by  the  removal  of  pressure,  and 
piktiy  by  the  liiflatnmatibtt  arising  firom  the  Incision^  and  which  served  to  form 
a-tdnnexionbetweetfit  and  the  abscess^    -  •     ' 

<Mi'these'grounds'f  proposed  that  an  incision,  about  four  inches  long,  shonlil 
be  made  exactly  over  the  centre  of  the  tumor  m'the  right  hypochundrium : 
tik^it  should  be  carried  throngli  a  considerable  depth  of  muscles,  and,  if 
possible,  be  contimied  to  within  about  one  or  two  lines  of  the  peritoneum. 

TMs  iflcfsion  viras  to  be  pfojiru^d  at  its  bottom  with  lint,  and  thus  kept  open, 
in/ Vhcr hopes  thitt  the  hepatic  ahsces^  might,  for  the  reasons  above  mentioned, 
tei](d  *  f  owai^s  and 'finally 'btirst  throtfgh  it.  The  operation  was  performed  by 
my  ddlleagoe,  Mr.  Macnamara.  The  abdominal  mnsctesi  were  found  of  con- 
siderable-thickness^  and  qnlte' healthy;  and,'  although  the  incision  was  very 
deep,  yet  the  situation  ofthehepath;  abscess' was  nOt  felt  more  distinbtty,  so 
that' It  now  beeaA)ie  quite  evident  that  no  prudent  sUrgcoii  would  have  perse- 
ve?red  in  ad  ^empt  to  op6n  directly  into  it       '  ' 

Itrow^vaite^r  ft^  fh\?'r^salt  w!th  nWcb  drtttefy.  th  two  days  after,  the  pa- 
tient im^e^^d^'  anif-pnrhl^df  thatf ^^  fn' V6ry  large  quantity  burst  forth  through 
tb^^irMiAd. '  On  e^^milfiation;  ltapp»ired  that  the  incision  had  not  been  made 
e5^i[{^lyt>ter  iberabs^^^i^tnthli^Var,  foflbe  matter  did  not  come  from  the 
bbttom,'  butf^oin  one  ^Ide  of  the  wound,  and  pi-'es$ure  on  the  fiver  to  that  side 
cittts^  tnattei"  to' flbw  in  kbufldtmtly/  The  cd'mmiinication  between  the 
wound  and  the  abscess  was  not  therefore  dire<itly  [Awards,  but  'Somewhat' la-- 
terally.  If  then  ,we  had 'attempted  to  open  the  abscess  dtncUyy  we  would 
haviffitiM,  aiM  tb«  bcMtufcqtrtmi^tf  of  Msiit^  an^htt^pt  might  have  been  fatal. 
PiiHllettt«iatter,'af  fii^titl  largi^  andaflih^alds  ht  diminished  quantity,  flow- 
ed tliN»tt^  'Hie  woun^  for  several  wipcis,  and  the' man  perfectly  recovered". 

Tlife  mode  wltk^  wasr  stf  au<ir«tfsfMiy  adof>ted  \h:  this  case  is,  T  believe^  novel, 
aMInay  prove^sei^l^^aMe  Ay^tilltfilr  ^ttsetf,  hti^y  of  Vbifeb  have  hitherto  beeb 
cMiiidei«ti  beyond'  rtife  Hiush  6f  itt .'  lii  ^fety  is^at  feai^  ai  s^ong  recdmmen- 
dtflioai  I'haTC^-finie  d6«tlt  thikt  ib<  j<id)<>le^  employment  may  bd  the  means 
of  sttnigmaayliv<ii,^^(9afHe(iHitf:^ftfthe'etBtfridi6S,  wbete  sUpphration  is  so 
fNJqiwiit  a  edii»«^»*nce  of  htyiatltia.  -  '  '■  "*^''  ' 
•(^6  above  eft«e  ir  reHAed  by  fit:  OftAVK^.  i^'th^  f^uJUM  iitf^Udt  Iteporta.) 

TheaiMreess  which  ki^'niatiy  'dNSes^'Of-Hmipband  'disloealton  of  the  sboulder, 
elbow,  and  ankle  Jdinis^  atteudeif  the  removal  of  the  pTothiding  extremity  of 
tbe  iiiitoeatedMi«,ied  Mt  PlirW,^of  Liverpool,  th  entii'taiM  tlie  original  idea 
that,  in  certaiB'di&easey^f^fie  join^,  fhef^xthlbrf  of  the  cArrous  extremities  of 
thebones  might  4m  aitetfd^d^wttb  simitkr  h^fatttag^: 

Aceordingly,^ina^i)tfbfscftJftdd(^s  Asea^dr'tlie  khee;  fcomfednly  called 
wkite  •welling,;  Mv.I%rk  e«t»pab!«  the  vWiofcbf'th^  joint;  **  removing 
soaMf(rtiat,'thoitglyaotimieh,mttrevhilu  tw<y'iti^[iheg  of  the  femur,  and  of  tbe 
i^irtlMr  mor^  tliaii«n  indt^^'   THe  0pera1i(»fi  (which  wA<t  peribrme'd  on  the 

^   ■ 
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Sdof  J«ly^  ]r8i,  in  the  Uvofpool  Infirimiryy)  was  atteadcil  with  the  nio«t 
conjplete  Hiceess.  "  The  nun  lived  to  make  levecal  voyages  to  sea;  he  was 
able  to  go  aloft  with  considerable  agility «  and  to  perform  all  the  dntles  of  a 
aeeman ;  he  was  twice  shipwrecked,  and  sofibred  great  hardsbipsy  without 
fteling  any  fiirther  eoKplaint  in  the  liinh>  amt  was  «t  last  nnforumatel^ 
df owned  by  the  overaettingot*«  float  in  the  river  Mersey/* 

A  iew  years  after  the  %ppcaraneeoC  Mr.  Park's  pamphlet,  Sir,  P.  F.Morean 
pnblished  bit  vaiuable  ''  C«ies  of  BuctsMn  of  Ganans  Joints.*'  It  appeau 
that  in  the  year  17 8«,  (abontaycnreAer  Mr.  Park's  pahlicAtion*)  Mr.  Morean, 
the  father,  to  a  memoir  presented  to  the  Academy  of  Snrgery  of  Paris^-pro- 
posed  the  excision  of  the  earioos  joint  as  an  opetatioa  which,  under  certain 
circomAtanceft,  might  be  advantagfoiisly  snbstitoted  for  amputation. 

In  the  year  1786«  he  commoniented  to  tb^  Academy  **  on  account  of  An 
operation  in  which  be  removed  the  head  of  thehnmerns  and  the  oorcespondtog 
glenoid  cavity  of  the  scapula*  wbieh  were  carious.''  In  i789»  he  addressed  to 
the  same  Society  a  memoir  eapUining  his  new  method  of  treating  capons 
joints.*'  This  eosay*  says  his  aon,  thongh  supported  by  many  factsy  met  with 
the  most«violent  opposition;  it  was  fonnd  more  convenient  to, deny  than  to 
euunine  tlie  fnois  on  wliich  it  was  grounded.  *<  This, however,  (ha  adds»)  did 
not  discourage  my  fisther,  nor  did  it  atop  him  in  hia  earcer.'f  Accordini^, 
"  on  tho  17  th  of  ;^tember,  l79S|-he  removed  the  whole  of  a  canons  imeo- 
joint  from  the  son  of  Mr.  Clause,  apothecary  at  Chalons-snr-Maxne,  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  (ipow  the  Baron)  Percy,  snrgeon^eneral  to  the  army  of 
Kelierman,  of  Mr^Chamerlat,  his  c<dlei^{ne,  and  of  several  other  eminent 
aurgeoos,  both  civil  end  military."  The  operalioa  seems  to  have  been  attend- 
ed with  success,  iof  **  three  months  and»a  half  afterwarda  the  wound  was 
healed,  and  the  Umb  had  acqaired  a  coffsideiable  degree  of  firmness  ^  bot  the 
Pmmians,  in  rotiiMig.from  the  French  terrilorgr,  left  behind  theia  an  epsdomic 
.dysentery,  which,  aa  i»  well  known,  cartied  9S  tha  grealer  ptait  of  Ihose.  who 
were  attacked  by  it.  •  It  got  jmto  the  hostel  at  Bar^  e£  winch  I  had  |#e 
charge,  and  wan  icommaaicated  iio  mf  patients  ha  could  not  bear  «p  againat 
it»  and  oa  the  fifteanthday  ha  diedf  jtfM.  thvca  monlhs  and  a  half  aAeir<t|ie 
opesation**' 

M«  Morena  proeeads  ta.ralate> sevenaitother.aasaa  in  mhich  the  opamiioa  of 
.ffcmpving  the  shoaldarrelbawy  .a«d  ankU  jolata  was  parlafniadf  wiih)  sampla» 
aacceas^  hj  hia  father,  by.  Baron  Petcy,  and  by  hia9aelf»  and  cooalttdea  wdth 
.the  Adlowing  observation ;  <<  It  was  my  wish  to  show,  by  the  e? idcnee  of  faoAy 
.thatihe«iccisiQooCeaiionsjoiatais»Hinia»y«apeS|  a  werypraiNscahleefiiBka- 
tion^  and  one  that  holds  out  advantages  so  nne^ivocal^  that  ampatatioB  ^wgbt 
4o  be  prosctibed  in  evesy  case  where  eatipimi  may  ^  paifermed^" 

These  were  the  grounds  on  which  I  thoi^bt  myself  justi6ed  in  reviving  the 
.operation  of  Mr.  Park.  Tim  (ioUowiag  cases  wiU  show  how  Cu:  tbe^enpecU- 
tioos  which  I  had  6mned  as  to  the  benefits  io  be  derived  from  tlie  ptaatiBe 
have  been  realised*" 

CASftI«r<-4texandef  Clardon,  sMMhi  regiment,  1^  tWB«ty-thr«e,  was  ad- 
mitied  info  the  Royal  .Infirma>y»JPhcuiix<Pla«k,  Dublin^  on  the  fld  of  January, 
1823.  To  avoid  the  description  of  appearances  with  which  every  medical 
•a^pa  ^  bnt  too  AuniUar^  it  may  perhaps  be  ottfficient  testate  tha^  it  wonhi  be 
di^cnlt  to  find  an  individual  hawhavii  Iba  ^^aoflofhlaaa  a^ct"  waa  mom  4io- 
tmctly  marked.  He  was  sent  to  the  General  Hospital  oa  acconat  of  trae 
scrofhions  white  swdliag  of  the  right  elbow-joiai»    The  disease  waMNT  abant 
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ten  motiths' standrn^;  the  iHiv«lb*H{?  ^xtebJttd  m  Imm^  a  basMl't  br««dtli  Ab«v« 
and  1>^o«r  thejo^rt;  Aupf^tt^Un-lfad-taltMi  plMfiedV^r  thelnaef  (Htedsito'Of 
the  hninerus,  iand ' th«  eipeti1ni<  had  d^^wtfated  Into  ii  i«rg«  Mid  irvfcgfilar  olts^, 
at  the  i>ottdm  of^bieh  ^  A^  l^rnie  eottld  bc^  felt  in  ^  »<ata  of  tarict.  Tto  maifB 
generi^'heahh  ^mis  maek  iirf|niired9iht«-p«l8a%Mi»  ito^  tsMd  ftebia;  ii«  tiad 
night  perspirations,  and,  in  a  iwird,  visas'  fotad  Winced  in  heetio  fever.  It  was 
determined  in  constrftatioA  that  tile  only  dnmea  of  ^et^rving  hti  lif^  was  by 
sacrifieing  the  limb,  and  he  ivas  seatiata  flie  General  Hospital,  iu  order  tfaat 
the  operation  mij^ht  be  perfornied.  I  tbottgtft  tlii«  wat  a  fair  cam  for  per- 
fomring  Ml*.  Park^  operatiim,  and  having  obtainod.the  man's  oonsentf  (wlio 
declared  "  ttiat  he  would  willingly  suffer  any  pain  or  risk  for  Uie  chance  of 
saving  his  right  arm,*')  the  operation  was  pef  formed  on  the  4th  of  February , 
in  the  presence  of  the  greater  number  of  th^prhicipal  surgeons,  both  civil  and 
miHtary,  ofpublin.  The  palfient  was  placed  (as  recommended  by  M*  Moie^a) 
tipon  bis  belly  on  a  table,  covered  with  a  mattress  aiad  pillows  00  arranged  as 
to  make  hispostore  as  littfe  ftnconvement  as  possible;  the  diseased  arm  bong 
over'tl^e  edge  oTthe  tvhlet  ptrcsenttng  its  posterior  and  inner  so tface  tottho 
operator;  the bradil^  artery  Mnf  compressed  byaa  assistant,  an  incision 
was  now  made  along  the  spine  of^tbe  iimtr  «ondyle>  commencing  aboat  foar 
Inches  abofe,  and  tepHuiYiatiflg  abbqt  two  incites  beloW,  its  tuberosity*  This 
mcisiott  passed  diron^'thtt  centre  of- tho  ulceration,  an4  'htid  bare  thO  ntnar 
nerve,  wbitih  was  cafeAt^ly  ^raised  ft^om  its-  groove,  ind  drawn  to  tbe  iam^r 
Me  of  the  indsion**  A  sitliilar  iacMon,  parallel  to  the  first,  was  made  on  tbe 
oater  side  of  the  bOmeras,' and  'fiKenr  a  transverse  section,  wtiich  oat  tbroogh 
tbe  tendon  of  tbe  tiiceps  mirsi^le,  immediately  above  its  insertion  qitO' the  ola- 
cranoti,  connected  the  t<#o  loogitodlnal  ihOislons,  sb  that  tbe  wound  repre- 
sented pretty  accnratefy  tbe  lefftor  H  ;  tfaifc  iatc^ral  tacisloBs,  however,  being 
slightty  inciyvated,  so  as  tofoUow  tbo  bend  whidh  the  forearm  nrade  with  the 
arm.  Ilie  upper  "flap,  conslfttiag  M^  ttielowiMr exttt^mi ty  of  tbe  triceps  mosele , 
tte  tMcllefied  and  diseased  c^iflar  i«(bstatice,  and  inCegamenti,  was  raised 
Trom4faatlatsnr4ce  of  tbebam^ros,  to  frtiioh  it  had  a  vary  slight  attachment. 
Tlietdwer  flap  was  separated  hsthbs^nie  manner,  so  as  to  lay  bare  thewpper 
extremity  of  the  ulna  and  radius ;  the  scalpel,  laid  on  its  flat,  was  now  posh«d 
betwee«i  tb^ft^i^or  wniiik»  and  tl^^  twao  on  its  antorlorsar^ajat  tfae^istiince 
of  thl««f^iii^«9  abote  tb«  tal^rMity  of'tbe^imieredndyld^^aiMl  retaioedin  this 
stfuation  by  an  ^sistaitt.  Tbe  sirtr  was  th^  apfHlied,'  ami  the'  bohe  was  divid- 
ed lmtn«diately  oV«rthc  il»tSdifste«'oftbtf1Ciiill,'\fbMliBer^das  a  protection 
to  tbe  nitis«lefrb^«^b.  Tire  s^pimtod^orticto'of  tbolitttnerurw^asiiow  raisM 
^th  tliN^tiliilMt  ^ft#d  by  thefingVf  aiid»(hdmbr<of  tbeitft  faAfid,  while  the  cap- 
solar  and  la^ral  liganien^s/degenertftird  to  the  state  of*  alaxceUnlarsnbstanee, 
wertoseparhttfGF'by  #ontiftig'Hi«  lialf^ff'mand  tin  eondyles,  keeping  tbeedi|e  as 
closely  as  po^ible  Co  the  bone. '  The  tower  exti-smtty  of  theliamerus  being 
removed,  th«  afiiditlating  farfaces  o^tba  radius  and  ulna  were  completely  ex- 
posed ;  bnt,  with  the  exception  of  the  cartilage  which  covers  the  olecranon, 
(whicVwK&'partlany'ei'oded,)  every  thing  appeared  sound.  The  oleoninon  ; 
wllS  noW  Veinbvcld,  and  the  wosind  was  sponged  out.   As  there  was  no  blee^bng 

•  Troui  riefgtecting  this  precaution  in  M,  Morean^  case,  the  ulnar  nerve  was 
cdt  across;  and  the  rmg  and  little  fingers  wero  deprived  of  the  powefs  of 
BMJtlin;- 

m,  34C.^^^e.  14,  N$w  3eru$.  2  B 
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which  rendered  it  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  a  ligature,  the  flaps  were  laid 
down,  and  secured  to  each  other  by  four  points  of  suture,  llie  forearm  was 
placed  at  a  richt  angle  with  the  arm ;  thei  wound  was  Covered  with  pledgets  of 
lint  wetted  with  spirits  and  water,  and  the  mAn  was  laid  in  bed,  with  the  arm 
supported  on  a  saitable  pillow* 

He  passed  the  night  reroarkidbly  well.  Suppuration,  attended  with  a  very 
slight  degree  of  symptomatic  fever,  set  in  on  the  fourth  day ;  but  so  favour- 
ably did  every  thiag  proceed,  that  on  the  ninth  daylie  sat  ap  in  his  chair,  the 
arm  being  supported  in  A  tin  ease,  wWcfa  I  had  ctftistructed  for  the  purpose. 
I'^e  wound,  however,  was  slow  in  heating,  no  doubt  from  the  bad  constitution 
of  the  patient:  I  sent  him,  therefore,  to  the  sea-side  five  weeks  after  the  ope- 
ration, and  there  he  recovered  so  rapidly  that  on  the  following  week  he  walked 
into  town  to  see  me,  a  distance  of  nearly  five  miles.  He  continued  to  reside 
at  the  sea-aide  for  three  mouths,  walking  into  town  and  returning  on  the  same 
day  oncea-week.  On  the  18th  of  September,  he  returned  to  the  King*s  In- 
firmary, in  order  to  pass  the  board  of  general  officers  at  the  Royal  Hospital  for 
his  discharge.  Al  this  time  the  wonnd,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  £nper' 
ficial  ulceration  about  the  place  which  had  been  occupied  by  the  inner  condyle, 
was  completely  closed;  the  arm,  when  allowed  to  hang  by  the  side,  retained 
nearly  a  semi-flexed  position,  bnt,  by  a  voluntary  effort,  he  was  able  to  give  a 
slight  degree  of  flexion  to  the  forearm,  sous  to  lessen  the  angle  which  it  form- 
ed with  the  arm.  He  had  the  use  of  the  fingers,  so  as  to  be  able  to  use  bis 
knife  and  spoon;  and,  on  the  27th  of  November,  1823,  he  signed  his  own  dis- 
charge with  the  riglithand.    (Ibid,) 

[A  second  and  third  case  are  related,  in  which  the  knee  joint  was  excised. 
In  both  ttie  patients  survived;  but  in  one  only  was  the  liiiib  of  any  use.  For 
further  information  on  this  subject,  we  beg  to  refer  to  Mr.  Symes's  recent 
eases  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 
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MONTHLY  REPORT  OF  PREVALENT  DISEASES. 

We  have  nothing  of  interest  to  delail  on  the  present  occasion.  The  \iveather 
has  been  so  moderate  with  regard  to  beat,  as  scarcely  to  give  us  the  uauat 
diseases  of  the  season ;  4iic(«.{iUhoiigli  Cholera  haa^  been  met  with  it, it  has  been 
mucli  less  frequent  tiian  usual.— •W^  have  seen  tnore  cases  of  acute  inflamma- 
tion of  the  respiratory  organs  than  we  ever  remember  to  have  met  with  before 
at  the  same  period  of  the  year* 


Batsam  of  Copaiba.SiR,  We  live  in  an  age  of  revivals  of  old  valuable  medi- 
cines in  new  forms,— of  long-invented  instrpments  restored  in  varied,  but  not 
alwayA  improved,  shapes :  it  would  be  lost  time  to  enumerate  every  thing  of  this 
kind  with  which  the  medical  public  have  been  entertained  for  many  years.  In 
your  last  Number  (340,)  there  are  two  notices  on  the  article  Balsam  Copaiba, 
one  by  Dr.  La  Rocbb,  the  other  by  Mr.  Thorn.  I  shall  confine  mynelf  prin- 
pipalty  to  the  remarks  of  the  latter  gentleman.  The  preparation  of  Bals.  Copaiba 
reeomtnended  by  Mr.  T.  is  an  old  one  presented  to  the  public  under  a  new 
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abape.  In  the  ypitr  1780^.  w  aiy JbecMii»«  tW  fyitpH  of  Ihe  Iftte  ingedtout 
Mr.  W  y  H  B,  of  Brodey,  in  SI>rop«ldve»  ikmong  t  freat  tarietjr  of  preparatioiii 
he  was  in  the  habit  oC  directing  to  be  mader  io  blaelflbbnifory  (a  most  latnfabte 
plan),  was  the  evaporation  of  Balsam  Copaiba,  on«  moderately  heated  a  sanit ' 
bath  as  W9jnl(l  i^ff^duce  tl^e  »lfHVie^(ttf$pariitioD  mi  tbe  «sieiitia1  oil,  eonstantly 
stirr'mj;  the  mass  with  a  wooden  instntaent  t  wlien  tcbad  aeqmred  a  soft  pi- 
lolar  consistence,  it  was  removed  to.  cooL  and  potted^np  like  the  extracts,  and 
labelled  Hals.  Copaib.  inspi^sat  I  Imve  Used  itever  sinee,  and  el  ways  found 
it  a  very  valuable  medicine;  nor  cao.f  recollect  ao  instance  where  it  proved 
offensive  to  the  most  delicaie  stomaclu  Since  the  recommendation  of  Cobebs, 
th^  onion  of  the  two  cprtanily  improves,  both,  eitpeciatiy  when  prescribed  for 
gleets,  leucorrhcea,  &c.  wherje  the  case  if  snitable^  aa  W(^  esicwoe  ether  weak- 
ening discharges  from  the  genial  organs  of  boih  eMea*'  J«fiite4  to  Rhflbarb 
and  Opium,  it  is  no  less  efficient  in  intestinal  debilities  of  long  standing.  The 
like  may  be  said  of  the  cases  narrated  by  Ur.  La  Reche^  but,  in  my  own 
praCftice,  It  has  afforded  me  the  moft  sieady  ABtislaclian  wliee''comblned  with 
carefolly  prepared  Kxt.  Conii  in  the  form  of  iiiU^>eBdi  eahifaited  with  aelHMig 
decdction  of  the  Rad.  Pareir.  Brav.  in  thoae  cases' of  lonldischaigealiromtlit; 
ermaiy  organs  connected  with  irritation  of  ^e  kidneySk*^CBsi*8  paina,  simnla- 
tioh  of  calculus  where  none  can  be  foand^  and  all  those  synptoms  which  so 
often  perplex  the  prescriber  andharrasa  the  sufierec)  witfaont  our  beingable  to 
classify  the  malady  under  any  ancient  or  modem  noaelogieal  d«signatii»n. 

On  mentioning  tbe  Ext  Conii,  I  have  said  ^'earefuUy^  prepared,**  beeaiHe 
I  know  from  long  experience  that,  unless  pbarmaceiitieal  operators  will  con- 
descend to  inspect  the  preparation  of  all  delicate  artteles  that  come  under 
their  notice^  they  iniUt»  when  prescribing  aucbmedicinea,  expect  to  be  oftener 
disappointed  than  gratified  with  the  reanH* 

I  remain,  Sir,  your  obliged  friend, 

O.  N.  HILL. 

Ckegter;  June  iiy\Bi7.  .    r    .     / 


Si..Georg^9  HospUaU — Some  time  ago  a  pamphlft.t  was  pahlv^lpe4by  Mr, 
Sleigh,' (just  aller  hie  second  onsuccessAil  canvass  for  the  office  of  surgeon,) 
containing  snndiry  weighty  charge*  against  St.  George's  Hospital.  As  Mr. 
Sleigh's  letter  was  extensively  cifcnlated  andtopiedinto  certain  papers,  whose 
zeal  Induced  them  to  give  pablici^  to  Ibe  aecmationtr  Agamst  the  hospital, 
but  has  not  extended  so  f^tr  as  tA  jeedHiemio  take  any  notice  of  their  refute* 
tion,  we  thbk  it  right  to  fill  npi  the  blank  bif  laying  b«A>re  onr  readers  the 
result  of  a  minute  enquiry  into  the  grounds  on  which  the  charges  rested.  The 
investigation  was  conducted  by  the  following  noblemen  and  gentlemen :— Earl 
Man  vers.  Earl  Talbot,  Earl  of  Brownlow,  Earl  of  Rosebery^  Ear)  qf.Qla- 
rendon.  Earl  of  Fabnantb,  Lof4  Ifatt^rough*  Lord  Gwydyr,  JL^rd  Bobfirt 
Seymour,  tbe  Hon»  P»Pnscy,  the  Hon.  B.  lion  veiie,  M.p«  Wilbrahain  l^ger/^n, 
Esq.  M<F.  Geetg&  O^  CbaUnondek^y,  Esq*  John  Pepys,  Esq,  Dr^SeynioiQfi 
Dr.  Gjwgory,  and  Dn  Loeoidft ;  fWmi  whosd  Report  we  give  the  fpUowing 
extracts:— 

*'  Yooi^  Committee  being  composed  partly  of  Parliaii)aBtary.ajMfuir.tlir  of 
Professional  Members  owe  it  to  themselves  to  state)  that  they  .have  .nifwic^  a. 
point  of  devoting  fomr  hours. in  each  alternate  day,  from  their  first  iheeting,  to 
the  duties  of  this  enquiry ;  and  that,  if  their  Report  should  appear  to  present 
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less  perfect  and  conclusive  resotts  than  might  have  beeu^  contemplated,  they 
confidently  ground  their  apology,  tiot  only  npdn  the  difficulties  inoidentiil  to 
investigations  of  this  pectiliar  nature,  bui  upon  the  course  taken  by  Mr,  Sleigh 
in  the  praecution  qf  hia  chargeSf  which  liaa  rendered  those  dijficuUiea  almofit 
insuperable. 

**  Your  Committee  have  to  remind  the  Governors,  that  the  printed  statement 
of  Mr.  Sleigh  ascribes  to  the  Weekly  Board,  and  to  the  attendants  of  the 
Hospital,  *a  profligate'  and  'jobbing*  mismanagement  ibr  *  interested 
objects.' 

*'  He  infers  this  from  comparisons  with  other  Hospitals,  and  then  details  the 
extravagance  under  distinct  heads,  imputing  motives,  by  the  words  above 
quoted,  for  such  extravagance. 

<<  Mr.  Sleigh  did,  indeed,  early  declare  to  your  Committee,  that  he  with- 
drew all  intention  of  proving  these  imputations,  and  confined  himself  to  the 
simple  charge  of  extravagance. 

'*  And  here  your  Committee  cannot  but  observe,  that  it  will  be  for  the  pnb* 
lie  to  judge  how  far  he  may  excuse  himself  for  their  circulation  in  prints  upon  tie 
grounds  of  mere  suspicion^  or  of  the  zeal  which  he  alledges  for  the  interests  of  the 
poor:  but  your  Committee  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  go  beyond  the  limits 
thus  proposed  by  Mr.  Sleigh  for  their  enquiries,  jmd  to  investigate  all  the 
charges  and  imputations  made  by  him,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  evidence,  and  by 
their  accompanying  resolutions  thereon. 

**  In  regard  to  the  single  charge  of  extravagance,  H^r*  Sleigh's  whole  prooft 
have  consisted  in  comparisons  with  other  Hospitals,  more  particularly  with 
the  Middlesex  Hospital ;  and,  although  invited  to  assist  the  Committee  in  pro* 
caring  testimony  of  a  more  positive  nature,  both  at  the  outset  of  their  labours, 
when  he  altogether  declined  so  doing,  anid  at  the  close  of  his  remarks  upon  the 
evidence  adduced,  he  lias  still  declined  adopting  the  suggestion  of  your  Com- 
mittee in  tliis  respect,  unless  upon  terms  which  they  could  not,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  duty  to  the  governors  and  public,  feel  justified  in  sanctioning. 

'I  Upon  this  point,' the  Minutes  and  Resolutions  will  best  shew  both  Mr. 
Sleigh's  proposal  and  the  reply  which  it  received  from  your  Committee. 

**  To  found  even  a  tolerably  just  presumption  upon  die  species  of  evidence 
to  which  Mr.  Sleigh  has  confined  himself,  it  would  be  necessary  not  only  that 
the  number  of  patients  and  amount  of  expenses  should  be  compared,  bat  that 
in  parity  of  establishments,  mode  of  keeping  accounts,  rules  of  admissioo  and 
dismissal ;  in  the  nature  of  the  cases  generally  received;  in  treatment,  diet, 
medical  and  surgical  attendance ;  in  the  excellence,  and  consequent  cost,  of 
drugs  (which  greatly  varies  accordinfi^  to  quality)  ;  in  the  degrees  of  cuie  or 
l^lief;  in  the  practice,  above  all,  of  different  and  equally  eminent  physfcians  ; 
and  in  a  variety  of  other  perplexing,  yet  essential  circumstances :  the  tvro 

Hospitals  compared,  should  closely  assimilate,  if  not  entirely  coincide. 

«        »        «'»        •        »        •        »        * 

«  Your  Committee  also  desire  to  point  out,  that  material  fallacies  may  ^^ ist 
in  any  comparison  of  cost  made  between  two  Hospitals.  For  instance,  if  the 
expenses  be  tried  by  the  number  of  patients,  and  not  by  the  beds  constantly 
occupied  in  both  Hospitals,  ten  beds  occupied  by  four  successive  sets  of  pa- 
tients in  a  year,  averaging  three  months,  would  give  forty  patients ;  but  if  by 
twelve  successive  sets  of  patients,  averaging  a  month  each,  this  would 
give  120. 

''The  number  of  beds,  therefore,  constantly  occupied  can  alone  form  4 
tolerable  comparison;  and  here,  again,  the  quantity  and  cost  of  medicine  usea 
must  vary  with  the  nature  and  severity  of  disease,  as  well  as  the  opinions  and 

Eractice  of  medical  men.  The  cost  of  lint  at  one  of  the  Hospitals,  compared 
y  Mr.  Sleigh,  is  iix  times  as  much  as  at  St.  GeQrge*8  Hospital.  The  cost  of 
sarsaparilla  varies  even  more  the  other  way:  and  yet  a  laborious  investigation 
has  accounted  forthis,withootanyproof  of  blame  attaching  to  either  Hospital. 
/*  Your  Committee  have  however  endeavoured  to  arrive  at  a  correct  conclu- 
sion through  all  these  difficnlties  and  details.  They  have  given  the  dos^dt 
attention  to  the  object  of  their  appointment,  and  they  entertain  the  confident 
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bope,  that  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  the  .Governors  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  their  dnty  has  been  discharged,  it  will  not  be  doubted  that,  duly  eon- 
scious  of  the  importance  of  their  investigation  to  the  public,  to  the  governors, 
and  to  I  he  poor,  they  have  zealously  studied  in  their  examination  of  witnesses, 
and  in  the  course  of  comparison  insisted  upon  by  Mr.  Sleigh,  to  elicit,  minutely 
and  accurately,  whether  tfiis  long-established  Institution  does^  or  does  not, 
deserve  the  charge  of  mismanagement  made  against  it  m  Ms  printed 
pamphlet. 

*'They  have  now  to  subjoin  the  following  Resolutions,  nnanimoosly  passed, 
npon  each  of  Mr.  Sleigh's  statements  : 

'*  Resolved,  That  in  the  charge  brought  against  this  hoapital,  in  regard  to 
drugs,  no  evidence  whatever  has  been  adduced  to  prove  any  fraud,  eorroption, 
or  negligence,  either  in  the  purchase  or  application  of  drugs :  on  tha  contrary, 
$iat  they  appear  to  have  been  bought  on  the  most  minute  and  carefol  inve«ti« 
gat  ion,  and  on  the  best  principles  of  competition  in  the  tenders,  and  of  subse* 
qiient  examination;  and  administered  by  the  present  physicians  and  snrgeons 
of  the  hospital  with  great  care,  benevolence,  and  zeal,  both  for  the  credit  ei 
the  hospital  and  the  benefit  of  their  patients.  That  Uie  criterion  of  numeri- 
cal statements  of  patients  and  expences  in  different  estabUshmeots  involvea  so 
many  difficulties,  and  requires  so  much  scrtiti|iy,  correction^  and  explanation, 
tliat  it  affords  no  conclusive  evidence  of  good  or  bad  managemeikt,  though 
such  statements  have  been  received  by  the  Committee,  to  assist  them  in  their 
examination,  and  to  enable  them  to  come  to  any  conckiaioB  which  may  be  be> 
neficial  to  the  hospital. 

*'  That  Mr.  Sleigh,  having  more  particularly  directed  his  arguments  to  the 
existing  differences  in  expence  between  this  and  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  your 
Committee  have  made  as  accnrate  a  comparative  statement,  allowing  the  ex* 
pences  of  Jlioth,  as  can  be  obtained. 

<(  The  expences  in  drugs  at  St.  George's  Hospital £\160    0    0 

«  Middlesex  Hospital 670    0    0 

'^  Excess  of  expenditure  of  St.  George's  Hospital  over  the 
Middlesex   490    0    0 


"  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  principal  expence  of  drugs  is  in  admmister  • 
ing  to  in>patient8.  « 

**  There  are  twenty  in-patients  more,  daily,  in  St.  George's  Hospital,  con- 
stantly under  treatment,  than  in  the  Middlesex. 

*Mt  the  Middlesex  Hospital  there|is  a  vene^^al  vfar49  contayi^Vg  fiH^en 
beds,  generally  fnl) :  now  these  cases  may  be  presumed  to  consume  little 
medicine.  The  same  may  be  applied  to  the  cancer  ward,  which  contains  ten. 
beds,  constantly  full.  It  appears  that  the  out-patients  at  St.  Greorge*s  Hospitad 
constantly  under  treatment,  exceed  those  at  the  Middlesex ;  but  it  is  impos- 
^ble  to  compare  the  exact  number,  for  the  following  reasons : 

*<  1st.  Out-patients  do  not  come  regularly  for  medicine,  varying^  from,  tvoo* 
thirds  to  one-half  in  number  of  those  actually  on  tlie  booksi 

*'  At  the  Middlesex  Hospital  it  is  the  rule,  though  perhaps  not  strictly  fol- 
lowed, to  renew  the  letters  of  out-patients  every  three  months,  thus  multiply- 
ing the  whole  numbers  in  any  given  time. 

'^  The  physicians  and  surgeons  of  St.  George^  Hospital  employ  large  quan- 
tities of  sarsaparilla  in  practice  3  the  medical  officers  of  the  Middlesex  very 
little, 

<^Heuce,  to  meet  the  surplus  of  •••••••••..•' « • ...  •j£490t    0.    0. 

"  Twenty  in-patients'  beds  constantly  under  treatment. 

'*  The  excess  of  sarsaparilla  used  at  St.  George's  (180/.) 

^  The  excess  of  out-patients. 

''  The  correction  of  the  expences  on  the  venereal  and  cancer  wards. 

"  The  number  of  accidents,  which,  in  the  year  under  consideration  (18Sd)y 
exceeded  those  brought  into  the  Middlesex  Hospital  by  166. 
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^  Itbaving  been  alleged  by  Mr.  Sleigh,  that  the  vonchers  have  been  wil- 
fnlly  destroyed  at  this  hospital,  it  appears  fli^t  the  bills  of  parcels  are  asiially 
destroyed  immediately  after  havhig  been  carefully  examined  and  passed  by  an 
annual  Committee  of  Audit,  but  that  the  summary  of  ttie  bilfs'  and  all  the  re- 
ceipts are  carefully  preserved. 

*<  That  the  Committee  are  further  of  opinion,  that  Mn31eigfa*8  renark  with 
regard  to  vonchers  having  been  wilfunfy  destroyed^  is  not  warranted  by  evi- 
dence; inasmnch  as  soefa  voushers  liave  been  produced  and  passed  at  the 
annual  Committees  of  Audit  at  this  tidspitaL  - 

*'  Kesolverl,  That  no  evidence  of  corruption  or  negligence  in  the  purchase 
oTsnrgical  instruments,  or  of  abase  in  their  disposal)  has  bees  addaeed^ 

**  l^At  the  proper  expenditure  in  this  article  must,  ip  the  greatest  degrae« 
be  confided  to  the  care  and  judgment  of  those  to  whose  department  this  arl^l^. 
belongs:  remarking*  moreover,  thkit  the  nse  of  any  but  the  very  best  instni* 
ments,  kept  in  the  most  perfect  order,  woukl  not  onlfshanbefblly 'a<!gravate  tlie 
snfferings  of  the  afflicted  patients  in  this  hospital,  but  likewise  woiUd  fndiite 
an  indifference  in  young  practitioners  to  the  perfection  of- their  iustmnlcut^ 
of  the  most  iojnrfons  and  cruel  nature,  and,  ih  conse(][uence,  throughontj  thit- 
practice  of  surgery,  *    •  *  .     .  ' 

'*  In  regard  to  any  judgment  on  the  expence  of  surgical  ibstnimeifts  in  this 
hospital,  as  founded  on  comparlsoii  with  othf  r  hospitals,  it  appears  iSiat  tiier 
number  of  accidents  in  St.  George's  exceeds  those  ^f  the  Mid^tteteocby  c^^- 
vraid»  of  one  hundred  annually. 

[The  other  Resolutions  are  equally  &vourable  to. the  hosj^itnl  f  hnU  mA^f 
relate  to  matters  not  strictly  professional,  we  do  not  connive  it. necessary 
to  trouble  our  readers  with  them.  The  extract  which  we  h^ve  given  is  p^r* 
fectly  decisive,  and  could  not  be  strengthened  by  any  conunent  of  Qors] 
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NOTICES* 

London  UnhenUy.-^tht  following  professors  have  been  appointed ) 

Botany"*  and  Vegetable  Physiology — William  Jackson  Hooker^  UUi).  r*ll^«* 
F.i:..s.  Professor  of  Botany  in  the  University  of  Glasgow. 

Zoology — Robert  £•  QraBt,  M.D.  F.R.8.B.F.L.8. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  Morbid  and  Comparative  Anatomy,  and  Sui^ger^ 
— Charles  Bell,  Esq*  f.b.b.f.l^.  Professor  to  the  Royal  College  of  Surgieons  | 
John  Frederick  Modtd^  h.i>;  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  IPliysiology  in  the 
University  of  Halle  in  Saxony;  Granville  Sharp  Pattisbn,  Esq.  late  Professor 
of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Maryland,  United  States. 

Nature  and  Treatment  of  Diseases.— F.  Conolly,  M.s. 

Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases,  of  Wonaen  and  Chtldren«teDavid  D.  Da  via 

M.D.  M.R.S.L. 

Materia  Medic  a  and  Pharmacy — Anthony  ToddTkomsoh,  m^b.  f.l.s. 

College  of  Siurg'tfofts.— Sir  Astley  Cooper  haa  been  Qlectad{»residei}t^  and  Sir 
Anthony  Carlisle  and  H.  L,  Thomas,  Esq.  vie e-presidf  nil  for  the^ciup  ensdng* 

Lon^  HospUtU^-^Thrte  assistant  physicians,  and  a  like  nomber  of  assi^tnot. 
jnirgeons,  are  to  be  appointed  to  this  hospital. 

St»  Bartholomeufe  flosptfoi.— 'Mr.  Abernethy  has  resigned  the  office  of  sur- 
geon to  this  hospital* 
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OBITUARY. 

It  is  with  sentiments  of  no  common  regret  that  we  have  to  an- 
nounce the  death  of  Mr.  Shaw,  surgeon  to  the  Middlesex  Hospi. 
tal,  which  took  place  on  the  19th  ult.in  the  thirty-sixth  year  of  his 
age.  He  was  attacked  with  fever  towards  the  «nd  of  May,  which 
soon  assumed  a  formidable  character,  and  ran  a  very  protracted 
course:  at  length,  however,  he  became  so  far  convalescent  as  to 
admit  of  his  being  moved  into  the  country,  where  he  continued  to 
improve,  vmd  the  most  sanguine  expectations  were  entertained  of  his 
ultimate  recovery.  On  the  17th,  however,  he  experienced  a  sudden 
relapse,  and  survived  -only  two  days. 

Mr.  Shaw  was  for  many  years  demonstrator  of  anatomy  in  the 
School  of  Great  Windmill-street,  where  his  constant  attention  to 
theit- interests,  and  the  frank  and  unreserved  manner  in  which  he 
entered  into  their  views  and  feelings,  made  him  greatly  beloved  by 
the  pupife,  among  whom  he  formed  many  personal  friendships, 
which  continued  in  after-life.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Wilson,  he 
succeeded  him  as  joint  lecturer  with  Mr.  C.  Bell;  and,  on  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Cart  weight,  he  was  elected  one  of  the  sur- 
geons to  the  Middlesex  Hospital. 

Pew  men  of  Mr'.  Shaw's  standing  in  the  profession  have  been 
more  assiduons  in  its  cultivation  :  his  Manual  of  Anatomy,  his  va- 
rious works  on  the  Spine,  and  numerous  papers  on  the  Nerves  and 
other  subjects,  are  sufficient  proofs  of  his  industry  and  his  talents. 
His  attention  during  the  last  few  years  wa%  particularly  directed  to 
the  subject  of  spinal  distortions;  and,  while  his  investigations  have 
thrown  much  additional  light  upon  the  pathology  and  treatment 
of  these  complaints,  they  at  the  same  time  had  acquired  for  him  a 
lucrative  and  rapidly  increasing  business. 

Mr.  Shaw  was  a  man  of  thoroughly  honourable  mind ;  a  circum- 
stance which  led  him  to  express  himself  strongly  at'the  appearance 
of  any  thing  unfair  in  others :  in  disposition  he  was  single-hearted; 
in  manners  open  and  unreserved  to  an  extent  not  often  met  with. 
Such,  for  we  knew  him,  was  the  character  of  Mr.  Shaw.  That  he 
should  have  been  cut  off  in  th«  prime  of  his  life,  and,  after  twenty 
years  of  toil,  just  when  he  had  begun  to  reap  the  fruits  of  labour, 
is  a  striking  illustration  of  the  precarious  tenure  of  our  condition, 
and  the  fallacy  of  our  most  rational  hopes. 

In  concluding  this  short  tribute  to  his  memory,  we  may  say  that 
no  one  who  knew  him  will  hear  of  his  early  death  without  feeling 
that  the  profession  has  lost  a  useful  and  meritorious  member,  and 
society  a  man  of  amiable  disposition  and  unblemished  integrity. 


MONTHLY  LIST  OF  MEDICAL  BOOKS. 

Transactions  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Society  of  Calcutta*    Vol.  II.— 
Calcutta,  iQ^6. 

Oratio  Harveiana  prima  in  No  vis  ^dibus  Collegii  habita  Sezt.  Kalend.  Jul. 
^n.  HDCccxxvi.    A  PiiLMAM  Warrbn,  M.D.  Stc, — Londioi,  1827. 
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Lectures  on  the  Operative. Sargery  of  the  Eye;  or,  an  Historical  and  Criti- 
cal Inquiry  into  the  Methods  recommended  for  tlie  Cure  of  Cataract,  for  the 
Formation  of  an  Arti6cial  Fapil,  Sec,  ^c.  Sec.  By  G.J.  GrUTHRiB,  f.r.s.  &c. 
Second  Edition,  with  seven  explanatory  Plates. — London,  18^7. 

A  Treatise  on  Oon-Shot  Wounds,  on  Inflammation,  Erysipelas,  and  Morti- 
fication, on  Injnries  of  Nerves,  and  on  Wounds  of  the  Extremities  requiring 
the  different  Operations  of  Amputation,  Sic-  By  G.  J.  Guthrie,  f.r.s.  &c. 
Third  Edition,  with  five  explanatory  Plates  ^London,  18^7. 

An  Inanguial  Disconrse,  delivered  at  the  Openinsr  of  Rutgers  Medical 
College,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  on  Monday,  the  6th  day  of  November,I1826. 
By  Uayid  Hosack,  m.d.  f.r.s.  &c. — New  York,  1826. 

Observations  on  the  Medical  Character.  Addressed  to  the  Graduates  of  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  New  York,  at  the  Commencement, 
held  on  the  4th  of  April,  1826.     By  D.  Hosack.  w.d.— New  York,  1826. 

Medical  Botany,  No.  VII. ;  containing  Rheum  Palmatum,  TormentUla 
Krecta,  Aconitnm  Nape.Hus,  and  Iris  Florentina. — Of  these  we  need  only  say, 
that  in  execution  they  are  equal  to  those  which  have  preceded  them. 
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From  June  20i/i,  toJuly2Xith,  1827. 
By  MeMrs.  Harris  and  Co.  Matliematicnl  Instraaient  Makers,  50,  High  Holbom. 
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NOTICES. 

TU  hffer  of  M.  D.  cmmot  be  inMetted,  CommtmUathm  of  Mujk  u  kind  ought 
akooys  to  have  the  name  of  the  writer. 

Papers  have  been  received  ff am  Dr/C!HAMBisR8,T)r.  I/bb,  Mrlf  JTI  (sUthrib, 
Mr.  Curtis,  and  Mr.  Tbevan,  which,  wiik  various  others,  came  toJwatfilaie 
\n  the  mifiith,  and  huve  necessarily  been  pcfsiponed* 

Mr.  C.  William's  note  was  mislaid,  which  goHrise  to  the  un^enfionai  ne- 
gUetef  hitrequest. 
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for  raaay  fortvoate  discoveries  lu  medidDe,  aid  for  the  detection  of  awmeroas  «rron»  tW 
world  is  indebted  to  the  rapid  circalatlon  of  Monthly  Jonroals}  and  there  never  existed 
any  work,  to  which  the  Faeilty,  in  Europe  and  Anteiiea,  were  ander  deeper  oblifatioRSv 
than  to  the  Medical  and  PhyticaUoanMl  of  London,  now  formlnfl^  a  long,  b««  an  Invalaable, 
scries.~HUSH. 


ORIGINAL    PAPERS, 

AND 

CASES  OBTAINED  FROM  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS  AND  OTHER 

AUTHENTIC  SOURCES. 


PULMONARY  ABSCESS. 

Cases  of  Peripneumonic  Abscess  of  the  Lungs;  with  some  Remarks^ 
By  W*  F.  Chambers,  m.d.  Physician  to  St.  George's  Hospital. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  pathologists  of  the  present  age  for  our 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  suppuration  of  the  lungs,  conse- 
quent on  simple  inflammation,  is  a  disease  of  exceedingly 
rare  occurrence.  Dr*  Duncan,  sen.  in  his  Treatise  on  Con- 
sumption, published  in  1813,  makes  apostema  of  the  lungs 
one  of  the  species  of  phthisis  pulmonalis ;  and,  although  he 
states  that  it  is  a  less  frequent  modification  of  the  disease 
than  that  vi^hich  arises  from  bronchial  inflammation  or  tu- 
berculous concretion,  he  does  not  seem  to  have  been  fully 
impressed  with,  its  very  great  comparative  rarity;  nor,  in- 
deed, am  I  aware  that  any  writer  before  Lasnnec  has  placed 
this  matter  in  a  just  point  of  view. 

The  truth  is  tiiat  wnat  has  long  been  known  with  reference 
to  another  organ,  the  liver,  is  almost  equally  applicable  to 
the  lungs.  I  mean  that,  as  in  the  liver,  it  is  infinitely  more 
common,  in  this  country  at  least,  to  find  that  inflammatory 
aetion  has  proceeded  just  so  far  as  to  cause  the  deposit  of 
adhesive  or  indurating  matter  in  its  substance,  than  that  it 
has  been  intense  enough  to  induce  suppuration ;  so  in  the 
lungs,  when  inflammation  takes  ptace,  in  a  large  majority  of 
cases,  it  stops  short  of  suppuration,  producing,  for  the  most 
part,  induration  or  hepatisation  of  the  affected  portion  of  the 
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viscus.  Hence,  then,  it  is  easy  to  account  for  the  compara- 
tive rarity  of  aposiematous  phthisis.  For,  as  it  will  be  allowed 
that  tuberculation  of  the  lungs  is  a  much  more  frequent  af- 
fection than  their  simple  phlegmonous  inflammation,  and  as 
we  have  seen  also  that,  even  when  the  latter  occurs,  it  is  very 
seldom  of  such  intensity  as  to  destroy  the  affected  part  by 
suppuration,  whilst  the  former  almost  invariably  leads  to  the 
formation  of  vomica;  it  follows,  of  course,  that  phthisis  con-* 
sequent  on  peripneumonic  suppuration  must  be  a  much  less 
frequent  disease  than  that  which  arises  from  the  maturation 
of  tubercles  in  the  lungs. 

I  may  be  allowed  to  say  here,  also,  that,  during  the  time  I 
have  been  attached  to  St.  George's  Hospital  (a  term  of  nearly 
fifteen  years),  my  own  experience  justifies  this  conclusion. 
Within  the  above-mentioned  period,  the  number  of  deaths 
from  pulmonary  disease  has  amounted  to  above  600.  The 
bodies  of  all  these  persons,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  have 
•  been  carefully  exammed  after  death,  and  amongst  them,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  there  have  been  found  only 
three  cases  of  pure  phlegmonous  abscess  in  the  lungs.* 
During  this  period  also  many  individuals,  with  diseases  of  the 
lungs,  have  left  the  hospital,  after  receiving  various  degrees 
of  relief.  Amongst  these,  three  or  four  instances  of  pulmo- 
nary apostema  have  perfectly  recovered, 
'  We  may  say,  then,  that,  out  of  many  hundred  cases  of 
pulmonary  disease,  only  six  or  seven  have  occurred  of  true 
phlegmonous  abscess ;  of  which  it  may  be  remarked,  that  at 
least  one-half  have  terminated  favourably. 

Having  premised  these  observations,  I  will  now  relate  two 
cases  of  the  disease  in  question,  taken  from  the  journals  of 
the  hospital.  The  first  of  these,  it  will  be  seen,  terminated  in 
recovery.  The  second  died  in  the  house,  and  afforded  us  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  diseased  or^n;  the  appear- 
ances of  which  verified  the  opinion  which  the  previous 
symptoms  had  suggested  respecting  the  true  nature  of  the 

*  In  this  number,  I  do  not  include  those  appearances  of  circumscribed 
abscesji  discovered  by  dissection  in  persons  who  have  died  after  severe  injury 
of  the  head,  or  any  other  great  disturbance  of  the  nervous  system,  which 
sometimes  occur  not  only  in  the  hmgs,  but  in  the  liver,  in  the  spleen,  and,  in 
fact,  in  almost  all  glandular  and  cellular  parts  of  the  body.  These  are  to  be 
placed  in  the  same  class  as  the  collections  of  albuminous  matter  in  the  serous 
cavities,  which  are  frequently  found  aftel*  death,  under  the  circumstances 
just  mentioned.  All  of^ these,  in  spite  of  their  similarity  to  the  results  of 
inflammation,  owe  their  origin  to  a  process  essentially  distinct  from  corn- 
noon  phlegmonous  action.  They  are  in  some  way  the  consequence  of  the  total 
disorder  subsisting  in  the  nervous  and  secretory  systems,  and,  when  th^y  ap- 
pear in  this  manner  in  the  lungs,  must  not  be  confounded;  cithet  with  the 
eifectrof  ordinary  peripneamony  or  of  tuberculation. 
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malady^  and  rendered  it  probable  that  we  were  right  also 
with  regard  to  the  complaint  of  the  first-mentioned  individual 
who  recovered,  inasmuch  as  the  features  of  the  disease  were 
the  same  in  both. 

Case  I. — Francis  Brennin,  aged  thirty-four,  labourer,  of  St. 
James's  parish,  admitted  January  5th,  1825,  of  a  muddy,  sallow 
complexion,  and  much  emaciated.  He  complains  of  difficulty  of 
breathing,  with  heavy  pain  in  the  upper  part  of  the  left  side  of  the 
thorax,  which  is  less  expansible  than  the  right;  he  has  a  very 
trouhlesome  cough,  with  a  copious  expectoration  of  a  brownish 
yellow  colour  and  most  offensive  smell,  tinged  with  dark-coloured 
blood  ;  his  breath  also  Aas  a  putrid  smell,  which  can  be  perceived 
at  some  distance.  He  cannot  lie  on  either  side,  on  account  of  his 
cough  ;  and  he  complains  besides  of  a  dull  pain  in  his  head.  He 
has  no.  regular  hectic,  but  has  occasional  shive^ings,  with  flushings, 
followed  by. perspiration.  Pulse  130,  small;  skin  cool;  tongue  of 
a  livid  colour,  with  a  smooth,  clean,  moist  surface ;  bowels  open ; 
urine  high  coloured ;  appetite  indififerent. 

He  says  that  some  months  ago  he  received  a  blow  on  his  left 
side,  ever  since  which  he  has  suffered  more  or  less  aching  in  the 
part,  but  that  within  the  last  month  he  has  been  attacked  with 
severe  pain  there,  accompanied  by  fever,  cough,  and  headache, 
and  subsequently  with  expectoration.     He  states  that  he  has  been 
treated  with  cupping  and  blisters,  which  have  considerably  dimi- 
^lished  the  severity  of  the  pain- 
He  was  now  ordered  to  be  placed  on  milk-diet,  and  to  take  the  follow- 
ing medicines: — Haast.  Salin.  cum  Mociiag.  Acaci»  5j*;  Tiuct.  Digital, 
m.  V.  j  Vin.  Ipecac,  m.  xr.  sext&  qu&que  horSU— Extf.  Colocynth.  comp., 
£xtr.  Lactncte  latlvte^  aa  gi\  v.  omni  nocte. 

Under  this  treatment  he  daily  improved  until  the  21st.  The  re- 
port on  that  day  is  as  follows : — Cough  diminished ;  expectoration 
less  in  quantity,  but  still  fetid ;  less  pain  in  the  side ;  pulse  natu- 
ral; skin  cool;  bowels  regular*  'He  still  sweats  occasionally  at 
night. 

Mist.  Ferri  comp.  |  j.;  Mist.  Campbone  |  ss.  ter  die,— Kepr  pUulas. — 
(Meat  daily,  with  a  pint  of  porter.) 

This  treatment  was  continued  with  little  variation  until  the 
14th  of  March.  He  had  then  gained  flesh,  he  coughed  very  little ; 
his  expectoration  was  of  a  lighter  colour,  had  scarcely  any  smell, 
and  was  much  diminished  in  quantity.  His  pulse,  tongue,  skin, 
bowels,  and  urine,  were  in  a  natural  state;  but  still  the  left  side  of 
the  thorax  was  not  perfectly  expanded  by  inspiration.  He  was 
now  directed  to  attend  as  an  out-patient  until  the  autumn,  when  I 
discharged  him,  perfectly  restored  to  health.  It  was  remarkable 
that  the  left  lung  at  last  entirely  regained  its  expansibility. 

I  will  reserve  the  few  remarks  which  are  suggested  by  the 
history  of  this  case  until  I  have  related  another  instance  of 
the  same  disease  which  terminated  unfavourably,  and  afforded 
us  an  opportunity  of  examining  its  seat  after  death . 


192  .     OmOINAL   FA?BRS* 

John  Hayward,  aged  forty.fiVe»  labourer,  of  St.  James's  parish, 
admitted  October  4th,  1826,  of  a  sallow  complexion^  much  emaci- 
ated, and  very  weak.  He  complains  of  difficulty  of  breathing, 
cough,  and  expectoration  of  considerable  quantitiesof  foul,  highly 
effensive,  purulent  matter,  of  a  dark  yellow  colour,  tinged  in  part 
with  blood.  His  breath  is  very  fetid;  he  has  pain  in  his  chest  on 
both  sides,  which  is  aggravated  by  any  attempt  to  make  a  deep 
inspiration.  He  lies  generally  on  his  back.  Pulse  110,  small^ 
but  somewhat  sharp ;  skin  hot;  tongue  red  at  the  edges,  furred 
in  the  middle ;  bowels  open  ;  urine  high-coloured ;  appetite  indif- 
ferent. 

He  says  he  was  attacked  eleven  weeks  ago  with  symptoms  which 
he  describes  as  those  of  peripneumony,  but  was  not  bled  for  them. 
These  subsided  in  a  fortnight,  and  were  followed  by  the  expecto- 
ration above  described,  and  the  other  present  symptoms. 

He  was  placed  on  fever  diet,  and  ordered  to  loseeiglit  ounces  of  blood 
from  the  arm,  and  to  take  the  following  medicines: — Haiist.  Salio.  cum 
Liq.  Antim.  Tartar,  m.  xvj.  sext^  qa&que  borSb. — Magnes.  Solpbat.  J  ss. 
eras. 

October  5th.— Blood  cupped  and  huffy.  Pain  relieved;  pulse 
eighty,  soft;  akin  cooler;  tongue  clean;  cough  less  frequent; 
bowels  open. 

Repetantar  medtcam^sla. 

He  remained  nearly  in  this  state  until  the  dth,  when  a  boweU 
complaint  occurred.  This  was  allayed  by  small  doses  of  Dover's 
power;  but,  on  the  night  of  the  14th,  his  strength  seemed  to  foil 
him  altogether.  He  was  ordered  now  to  take  from  time  to  time 
small  quantities  of  wine  or  brandy ,  mixed  with  warm  water.  He 
did  not,  however,  rally,  but  tiied  on  the  following  day. 

The  body  was  examined  on  the  16th,  and  presented  the  follow- 
ing appearances  of  disease : 

'  The  lower  lobe  of  the  left  lung  was  somewhat  indurated  towards 
the  posterior  part.  In  the  right  side,  there  were  a  few  ounces  of 
opaque  serum  in  the  pleura.  The  apex  of  this  lung  was  enve- 
loped in  thickened  pleura,  which  adhered  closely  at  that  pairt  to 
the  contiguous  pleura  costalis.  On  cutting  into  the  lung,  two  ca. 
vities,  each  about  the  size  of  a  small  orange,  were  brought  into 
view ;  one  in  the  superior  part  of  the  upper  lobe,  the  other  in  the 
centre  of  the  middle  lobe.  The  first  was  lined  with  a  loose  sloughy 
substance,  and  filled  with  dark  yellow  fetid  matter;  the  second 
was  empty,  from  the  pus  and  sloughy  matter  having  been  expecto- 
rated through  the  bronchial  tubes,  which  were  seen  communicatiBg 
with  it,  and  was  lined  with  a  very  thin  membrane  of  a  dark  colour. 
The  rest  of  the  lung  was  somewhat  compressed  by  the  fluid  in 
the  pleura,  and  particularly  at  the  lower  part;  whilst,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  abscesses^  it  was  slightly  indurated,  or  he- 
patised ;  but  there  was  no  appearance  of  tuberculation  in  either 
lung. 

There  were  no  appearances  of  disease  in  the  abdomen,  except  an 
inconsiderable  enlargement  of  a  few  of  the  mesenteric  glands. 
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These  two  cases  are»  I  think,  fair  specimens  of  the  disease 
of  which  we  are  speaking,  and  show  that  its  symptoms  are 
pretty  clearly  distmguishable  from  those  which  characterise 
ordinary  tuberculous  consumption* 

If,  indeed,  we  can  ascertain  with  accuracy  the  early  symp* 
toms  of  the  disease^  we  shall  have  little  difficulty  in  fixing  on 
its  true  nature.  This,  however,  is  not  always  in  our  power, 
either  from  want  of  observation  and  intelligence  in  the  patient 
himself,  (especially  when  he  hapjpens  to  be  of  the  uneducated 
class  of  the  community,)  or  else  nom  the  ihsidiousness  of  true 
pulmonary  consumption,  whose  earliest  approaches  are  often 
overlooked,  and  its  commencement  dated  from  some  acciden- 
tal inflammatory  attack  in  the  lungs  or  pleura,  which  may  be 
in  fact  alto^ther  a  secondary  affection. 

la  this  difficulty  with  respect  to  the  history  of  the  eiomr 
plaint,  the  symptoms,  as  observed  in  the  two  cases  just  de«f 
scribed,  will  be  generally  decisive  of  its  real  character. 

In  the  first  place,  the  appearance  and  the  smell  of  the  ex-^ 
pecioration  are  totaJly  different  from  those  which  belong  to 
the  sputa  of  tuberculous  consumption. 

In  apostema  of  the  lungs,  the  expectoration  ia  of  a  brownish 
or  greenish  yellQw  colour,  and  has  an  intense  odour,  of  putre- 
faction. This  colour  was  correctly  compared,  in  my  hearing, 
by  a  physician  of  considerable  experience,  particularly  in  dis^^ 
eases  of  the  lungs,  to  that  of  "  rotten  eggs;"  an  appearance 
in  the  expectoration  which,  he  said,  he  had  long  been  accus^ 
tomed  to  consider,  when  joined  with  fetor,  as  holding  out  a 
more  favourable  prospect  of  recorery  to  the  patient  than  that 
of  ordinary  purulent  matter.  This  appearance  is  obviously 
Qwine  to  the  mixture  of  pus  and  blood  with  the  particles  of 
sloughy  lung,  which  form  the  parietea  of  such  abscesses  x  to 
the  kktter  also  is,  of  course,  to  be  attributed  the  offensive  odour 
of  the  sputa.  It  is  not  to  be  wond^^  at,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances,  that  the  breath  of  the  individiial  should  beof  aa 
almost  intolerable  smell. 

It  may  be  remarked  here,  that,  in  cases  which  terminate 
favourably,  the  dark  colour  dt  the  expectoration  disappears, 
and  its  fetor  decreases  gradually,  as  the  sloughy  panetea  of 
the  cavity  are,  from  time  to  time,  ejected  by  cougmng* 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  point  out  at  length  u^  dlfferenoe 
between  ^is  kind  of  expectoration  and  the  white  or  yellowish 
inodorous  sputa,  occasionally  streaked  with  more  or  less  scarlet 
blood,  which  characterise  tnlieroidoua  phthisis.  Itmve  said  that 
the  latter  are  generally  inodorous :  if  they  be  otherwise  at  any 
time,  it  may  be  considered  an  accidental  occurrence,  arising 
from  the  confinement  of  the  mstter  for  an  unusually  long 
period  in  a  vomica,  and  they  even  then  retain  their  ofdinary 
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appearance;  and  are  very  unlike,  in  this  respect,  to  the  ex- 
pectoration 1  have  endeavoured  to  describe  as  belonging  to 
peripneumonic  abscess. 

The  next  distinctive  mark  of  this  disease  which  I  will  men* 
tion  is,  if  I  may  so  speak,  a  negative  one:  it  is  the  absence  of 
regular  hectic  fever,  after  the  abscess  is  fairly  opened  into  the 
air^tubes. 

In  the  first  of  the  cases  related  above,  the  shiverings,  flush- 
ings, and  perspirations  were  slight  in  themselves,  and  took 
place  only  occasionally;  whilst,  in  the  second,  there  was  no 
hectic  sweating  at  all. 

Besides  this,  we  may  refnark  that  the  clear  complexion  and 
bright  colour,  which  so  often  attend  tubetculous  affection,  is 
absent  in  cases  of  apostema  of  the  lungs,  in  which  the  com- 
plexion is  characterised,  for  the  most  part,  by  a  dull  muddy 
sallowness. 

I  am  well  aware  here,  also,  that  there  are  instances  even 
of  true  tuberculous  consumption  in  which  the  complexion  is 
thick  and  bloated,  or  in  which  hectic  fever  is  not  observable. 
In  truth,  every  practitioner  must  have  now  and  then  seen 
tuberculous  consumption  proceeding  to  a  fatal  termination, 
without  any  elevation  of  the  pulse  above  its  natural  standard 
of  frequency,  or  any  evident  increase  of  the  temperature  of 
the  skm^  These,  however,  are  exceptions  to  the  general  rule, 
and,  when  they  present  themselves  to  us  in  practice,  are  less 
fertile  sources  ot  perplexity  than  they  may  at  first  sight  ap- 
pear to  be;  inasmuch  as  our  diagnosis  is  to  be  at  all  times 
founded,  not  on  single  symptoms,  but  on  a  full  and  careful 
observation  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  disease. 

We  may  say,  then,  that  where  the  expectoration  is  such  as 
we  have  described  above, — where  thebreaUi  has  a  highly  putrid 
odour,— where  the  hectic  fever  is  indistinct  and  irregular, — 
where  the  complexion  is  of  a  saUow  or  leaden  hue,T-and  where, 
besides,  the  history  of  the  case  is  that  of  simple  inflammation 
from  the  commencement ;  or  even  where  some  of  these  dia- 
gnostic marks  are  deficient  or  indistinct,  whilst  the  majority  of 
them  are  clearly  present,  we  may  decide,  with  as  much  cer- 
tainty as  the  general  imperfection  of  our  science  will  allow  of 
in  any  case,  that  the  disease  is  apostema  of  the  lungs,  and  not 
tuberculous  consumption. 

Nor,  indeed,  is  our  diagnosis  to  be  here  considered  a  mat- 
ter of  mere  speculative  curiosity;  as  it  is  intimately  connected 
with  that  which  is  of  paramount  interest  to  the  patient  and 
to  his  friends  :  I  mean  the  prognosis  afforded  by  the  disease. 
For,  if  the  quantity  of  matter  expectorated  in  such  cases  as 
those  described  above  were  presumed  to  be  the  produce  of 
tuberculous  vomica,  it  is  almost  ^unnecessary  to  say  that  the 
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prospects  of  the  individual  would  be  unfavourable  indeed : 
whilst,  on  "the  contrary,  if  we  have  reason  to  think  that  the 
sputa  arise  from  simple  suppuration  of  a  part  of  the  viscus, 
we  may  look  forward  with  much  more  sanguineness  to  the 
termination  of  the  malady,  as  undoubtedly  a  large  proportion 
of  such  cases  arrive,  under  proper  treatment,  at  pi  favourable 
conclusion. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  it  will  be  seen, 
by  a  reference  to  the  cases  I  have  related,  that  the  separation 
of  the  sphacelated  part  of  the  lung,  of  which  the  parietes  of 
the  abscess  or  abscesses  are  formed,  is  often  accompanied, 
even  in  an  advanced  period  of  the  complaint,  with  attacks  of 
inflammatory  action,  requiring  venesection  and  the  other  ex- 
pedients applicable  to  the  treatment  of  inflammation ;  the 
necessity  tor  which  will  be  sufficiently  pointed  out  by  the 
state  of  the  pulse  and  the  skin,  and  the  aggravation  of  pain 
in  the  seat  of  the  disease.  As  soon,  however,  as  this  stage 
of  the  disease  has  passed  by,  the  patient  will  be  observed  to 
thrive  and  fatten  under  the  administration  of  chalybeates  and 
other  tonics,  and  the  use  of  a  more  nutritious  diet  than  was 
previously  admissible ;  means  which  may  be  resorted  to  even 
when  the  cough  is  troublesome  and  the  expectoration  still  pu- 
rulent and  bloody,  with  much  more  boldness  than  would  be 
justifiable  under  similar  circumstances  in  cases  of  tuber- 
culous affection  of  the  lun^. 

The  mode  in  which  the  lungs  recover  themselves,  and  be- 
come capable  of  again  performing  their  ordinary  functions, 
without  any  particular  inconvenience  or  difficulty,  after  they 
have  suffered  from  simple  suppuration,  may  also  be  fairly 
deduced  from  the  cases  which  I  have  described.  It  will  be 
observed  in  the  first  of  these  cases,  that  during  the  earlier 
part  of  its  progress,  and  even  after  the  disease  had  taken  a 
favourable  turn,  the  left  lung,  in  which  the  abscess  occurred, 
was  less  expansible  than  the  right,  in  which  it  ma^  be  pre- 
sumed there  was  no  disease ;  so  that,  when  the  patient  drew 
in  his  breath  deeply,  the  right  side  was  much  more  elevated 
by  the  inspiration  than  the  left ;  but  that,  as  the  fetid  matter 
was  from  time  to  time  ejected,  and  the  diseased  lung  freed 
from  the  su[>purated  and  sloughy  parts,  it  graduall}^  recovered 
its  expansibility,  and  at  length  appeared  to  admit  air  as  freely 
as  the  other  lung. 

Now  the  manner  in  which  this  was  effected  is  shown  by 
the  dissection,  of  the  case  which  died.  In  it  one  of  the  cavi- 
ties still  contained  sloughy  and  purulent  matter;  but  the 
other,  the  inferior  one,  had  been  cleared  out,  and  was  found 
lined  with  a  smooth  membrane,  very  similar  to,  although  of  a 
darker  colour  than,  the  ordinary  mucous  lining  of  the  air- 
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tubes,  and  the  cavity  had  evidently,  daring  the  latter  part  of 
the  patient's  life,  served  the  purpose  of  a  large  air-cell. 

In  the  same  manner  ure  may  presume  that  the  whole  x>(  the 
eKcavation  in  the  case  of  Brennin  (who  recovered)  was  emp- 
tied of  its  contents^  and  rendered  capable  of  admitting  air, 
and  thus  at  length  allowing  the  lung  to  be  expanded  as  nsual 
during  inspiration.* 

'  We  must  recollect,  besides,  that  as,  during  the  inflamma- 
tion and  suppuration  of  a  portion  of  the  lung,  some  of  the 
neighbouring  pulmonary  tissue,  although  not  absolutely  in 
volved  in  the  suppurative  process,  may  become  indurated  by 
the  deposition  of  coagulable  lymph ;  so  if,  after  a  time,  the 
l]rm|)h  dius  deposited  is  removed  by  the  absorbents,  which  I 
ioleliev^  to  be  possible  when  the  hepatisation  is  not  extensive, 
this  impediment  also  to  ibe  free  dilatation  of  the  chest  will 
be  removed. 

If  it  be  asked  why  die  formes*  of  these  cases  recovered^  whilst 
the  other  terminated  in  death,  it  maj  be  suggested,  in  the 
firgt  place,  that  the  individual  who  died  had  been  suffering 
vomch  longer  fndm  the  disease  than  the  patient  who  reco- 
vered ;  that  the  former  had  not  been  medically  treated  at  all, 
whilst  the  latter  had  been  cupped  and  blistered  before  his 
admission;  that,  in  the  case  which  terminated  favourably,  the 
-disease  was  obviously  confined  to  a  small  portion  of  the  left 
lung,  whilst,  in  the  other  instance,  both  lungs  had  been  more 
or  Less  inflamed ;  and  that,  besides  the  peripneumony  which 
kabd  partially  destroyed  the  substance  of  the  ri^ht  lung,  the 
fsatient  bad  sufiisred  from  pleurisy,  as  evinced  by  the  empy- 
^ematous  effusion  in  the  right  cavity  of  the  thorax. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  will  take  tm  opportunity  of  saying  a 
"V^ry  few  words  on  thesubjeet  of  common  tubercles  of  the  lungs. 
In  the  above  tassarks,  I  bave  often  menticmed  tuberculous 
v^smica  as  "an  oniinary  und  well-known  form  of  degeneration 
jn  the  pulmonary  tissue.  Haw  the  question  respecting  the 
true  pathology  of  this  variety  of  tubevele»  has  given  rise  to 
many  ingenious  attempts  towards  its  elucidation.  I  trust, 
however^  I  shall  not  be  considered  pre»umptuous  in  saying 
^at'iK)  one  of  the  explamations  hitherto  oofered,  as  far  as  I 
<am  acquainted  widi  them,  appears  to  m^  to  be  oonelssive  on 
the  subject.  My  own  impression,  indeed,  bounded  cm  repeated 
examinations  of  these  bodies,  and  a  careful  consideratkm  of 
all  their  varieties  and  modifications,  has  long  been  that  the 
original  nuclei  of  pulmonary  tubmies  are  f<wmed  in  fihe 

*  A  oiit!tflli«  prbceM,  sonewkat  similiir  to  this,  is  occadoaally  instiUited  in 
tu1>ercnIoD8  ^scavatioos  of  the  langs ;  a  distiDct  instance  <^f  wbich  we  have 
lately  seen  in  the  cJissecting-room  of  St.  George's  Hospital. 
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.  mucous  glands  or  follicles  of  the  membrane  lining  the  extreme 
air-cells  and  air-tubes;  which  species  of  glands  I  believe, 
with  BicHAT,  to  abound  wherever  there  is  mucous  mem- 
brane, although  they  are  in  many  places  not  discoverable 
until  they  are  demonstrated  by  disease ;  these  glands  or  folli- 
cles being  choked  up  with  their  own  coagulated  secretion/and, 
where  several  of  them  are  similarly  gorged  and  enlarged, 
often  coalescing  with  each  other,  become,  as  I  conceive,  the 
sources  of  irritation  and  subsequent  ulceration  of  the  sur- 
rounding tissue.  At  length  this  mass  of  coag^ulated  and 
vitiated  mucus,  mixed  with  the  pus  of  the  ulcerative  process, 
is  thrown  up  by  coughing,  and  leaves  those  cavities  in  the 
lungs,  lined  with  a  thick,  whitish,  coriaceous  membrane,  so 
well  known  as  tuberculous  vomicae. 

I  am  well  aware  that  there  ate  some  obvious  difficulties  in 
this  explanation  of  the  disease  in  question ;  but  I  am  prepared 
to  show,  and  may  perhaps  take  an  opportunity  of  doing  so  in 
a  future  Number  of  your  Journal,  that  no  view  hitherto  taken 
of  the  origin  and  progress  of  these  concretions  is  open  to  fewer 
tenable  objections  than  this,  or  accounts  more  consistently 
with  the  pathology  of  mucous  membranes  in  general  (all  of 
which  are  subject  to  a  similar  disease,)  for  the  phenomena 
which  are  observed  to  accompany  the  maturation,  as  it  is 
called,  of  tubercles  in  the  lungs. 


EXTRAVASATION  OF  URINE. 

Case  I.  Extravasation  of  Uriney  followed  by  extensive  Sloughing  of 
the  Scrotum^  Integuments  of  the  Penis  and  of  the  Abdomen ; 
stLCCessftdly  treated  by  laying  open  the  Perineum,  and  by  free 
Incisions,  Treated  by  Mr.  Greek,  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital. 

September  2l8t,  1826. — Stephen  Casey,  eet.  thirty-seven,  sailor 
and  corn-porter,  was  admitted ,  with  tenderness,  swelling,  and  in- 
duration of  the  bulb  of  the  urethra.  He  stated  that  he  had  led  an 
irregular  life,  had  drank  freely,  but  had  generally  enjoyed  good 
health;  that  for  seventeen  years  he  had  had  a  stricture,  which  had 
followed  an  attack  of  gonorrhoea.  About  three  months  ago,  he 
again  contracted  gonorrhoea,  for  which  he  was  admitted  into  the 
hospital-ship  off  Greenwich ;  when  sarsaparilla  was  administered 
for  about  three  weeks,  and  he  was  then  dismissed  nearly  well.  A 
gleety  discharge  continuing  to  annoy  him,  he  became  a  patient  in 
Guy's  Hospital,  where  he  remained  only  a  short  time.  Three  or 
four  days  prior  to  his  admission  into  St.  Thomas's,  he  was  much 
exposed  in  a  damp  situation,  and  was  attacked  with  severe  rheu- 
matic pains  in  the  limbs,  and  with  tenderness  and  swelling  in  the 

perineum. 

Applicentnr  Hirud.  x.  ad  perinaeuin,  et  postea  Catap.  Lini. 

No.  S43.— iVfl.  15,  New  Series.  2  D 
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22d.-^There  is  considerable  febrile  excitement  of  the  system. 
The  pulse  is  quick  and  hard{  tongue  foul ;  bowels  conBned.  Has 
passed  water  freely.  There  is  slight  tenderness  in  the  course  of 
the  spermatic  cord. 

R.  Calomel^  Puiv.  Opii,  ia  gr.  j.  M.  hie  nocte  sunieDd.-^Ik.  Magaes. 
Salphat.  5  Jm  ^io*  ADtim.Tartarizat.  m.  xv.  d  Mist.  Magnes.  Carb.sextft 
qoaque  horll  sumencl. — Fever  diet. 

2dd.^  Increased  swelling  of  the  perineum,  accompttnied  by 
dark  red  unhealthy  inflammation  of  the  scrotum,  in  the  course  of 
the  spermatic  vessels,  and  across  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen. 
Bowels  still  confined. 

R.  Pulv.  Scammon.  c.  Calomel  gr.  «▼.  statim  smnend. — AppUc'  Lotk> 
Spir.Vini.— Milk  diet. 

25th.— Has  passed  no  urine  since  yesterday.  The  scrotum  is 
much  inflamed,  mottled,  and  vesicated ;  as  are  also  t)be  integu- 
ments of  the  penis.  The  inflammation  extends  in  the  course  of  the 
cord  to  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  which  is  of  a  vivid  red 
colour,  and  also  vesicated,  but  not  in  a  state  of  gangrene.  Froai 
these  appearances,  it  was  evident  that  the  urethra  had  given 
way,  and  that  the  urine  was  extravasated ;  and,  in  order  to 
obviate  further  mischief  from  the  injection  of  the  urine  into  the 
cellular  membrane,  an  incision  was  made  in  the  course  of  the 
raph^  of  the  perineum  into  the  urethra, 'when  a  quantity  of  very 
fetid  urine,  mixed  with  pus,  escaped ;  the  scrotum  was  then  freely 
divided,  to  allow  the  more  ready  separation  of  the  sloughs.  It 
was  also  proposed  to  incise  the  integuments  of  the  penis,  but  to 
this  measure  the  patient  so  strenuously  objected,  that  it  was  not 
done. 

R.  Pulv.  Ipecac,  comp.  gr.  v.  ex  Mist.  Potass.  Citrat.  sextii  qnftqae 
horH  samend.-^Catap,  Liiii.'-^Fever  diet. 

26th.— >Ha&  passed  an  anxious,  restless  night.  Pulse  frequent, 
small,  aifed  sharp;  tongue  white  and  dry;  skin  hot;  consi- 
derable thirst ;  bowels  not  confined.  The  greater  portion  of  the 
scrotum  ^nd  the  integuments  on  the  dorsum  penis  are  in  a 
state  of  slough.  The  whole  of  the  hypogastric  region  is  vividly 
inflamed  and  vesicated:  to  this  part  the  spirit  lotion  is  stiH 
applied. 

The  patient  presented  similar  constitutional  symptoms  for  seve- 
ral days.  On  the  27th,  Pulv.  Opii  gr.j.  was  administered  at 
night;  and  the  followbg  day  a  similar  quantity  was  directed  to  be 
taken  thrice  daily,  on  account  of  his  extreme  restlessness  and 
irritability.  The  inflammation  did  not  extend  beyond  the  limits 
already  pointed  out,  and  gradually  became  circumscribed  as  sup- 
puration and  sloughing  of  the  cellular  membrane  occurred  in  each 
groin. 

29th.— An  incision  was  made  through  the  thinned  integument 
in  the  right  groin,  and  exit  allowed  for  a  quantity  of  pus  aud  dtead 
cellular  membrane.  The  pulse  is  frequent  and  soft;  the  bowels 
are  freely  open;  the  tongue  is  white  and  moist,  and  a  gentle  per- 
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spiration  exudes  from  the  surface.    There  is  less  restlessness  and 
irritability,  but  he  complains  of  want  of  sleep. 

October  2d. — Cerev.  Ibj.  quotidie.  The  integuments  in  the  left 
grorn  have  given  way  under  the  ulcerative  process,  and  a  copious 
discharge  of  pus  escaped  ;  the  surface  of  the  ulcer  is  covered  by 
dead  cellular  membrane  ;  as  is  also  that  in  the  right  groin,  where 
the  ulceration  is  still  extending.  The  sloughs  are  loosening  here, 
and  also  from  the  scrotum  and  dorsum  of  the  penis. 

8th.— The  patient  has  become  much  emaciated,  from  the  very 
profuse  discharge.  The  bowels  are  relieved  twice  or  thrice  daily ; 
the  appetite  begins  to  return. 

Mutton-chop  alternate  days.  Porter  Oij.  daily  ;  port  wine  |  ij.  with 
8ago  and  Symp,  daily.  To  stimulate  the  nlcers,  and  qnicken  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  slonghs)  apply  Catap.  Cere  vis. 

12th.*-The  sloughs  have  nearly  separated  from  the  scrotum  and 
penis ;  the  ulcers  m  the  groin  are  clean,  but  irritable,  the  integu- 
ment being  undermined ;  that  in  the  right  groin  is  as  large  as  the 
palm  of  a  moderate-sized  hand;  that  in  the  left  as  large  as  a  half- 
crown  piece.  The  bowels  are  relaxed ;  appetite  good ;  pulse  1 10, 
small  and  feeble;  tongue  rather  white.  Is  very  restless,  and  has 
very  little  sleep. 

14th.->-*Repeat  Palv.  Opii  gr.  j.  sextA  qn^qne  horft. 

20th. — ^The  sloughs  have  all  separated, ,  and  the  ulcers  are 
healthy ;  the  discharge  is  still  copious.   General  health  improving. 

Granulation  and  cicatrisation  rapidly  proceeded ;  and,  as  the 
discharge  diminished  in  quantity,  the  patient  gradually  recovered 
his  strength  and  bulk.  On  the  25th  October,  it  was  ascertained 
that  a  stricture  existed  at  the  lower'  part  of  the  scrotum^  and,  to 
remedy  this  complaint,  a  metallic  catheter  was  directed  to  be  passed 
occasionally,  but  not  to  be  worn.  The  granulations  becoming 
luxuriant,  the  red  precipitate  ointment  was  applied  on  November 
10th. 

November  27th. — On  account  Of  irregularity  fiuid  improper  be- 
haviour in  the  ward,  he  was  discharged ;  the  wounds  being  nearly 
healed,  excepting  that  in  the  perineum,  whence  the  urine  still 
flowed. 


Case  II.  Extravasation  of  Urine  followed  by  extensive  Sloughing  of 
the  Scrotum^  exposing  both  the  Testicles ,  attended  with  severe 
Constitutional  Symptoms,  and  terminating  fatally.  Treated  by 
Mr.  Green,  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital. 

September  14th,  1826. — Philip  Tame,  set.  fifty,  of  thin  and  spare 
habit,  and  regular  and  abstemious  in  diet,  perceived,  about  six  or 
seven  weeks  ago,  a  hard  and  painful  swelling  on  the  right  side  of 
the  anus,  which,  after  applying  several  leeches  and  poultices  for  a 
few  days,  broke,  and  discharged  a  quantity  of  pus.  He  has  con- 
tinued to  apply  poultices,  and  there  now  remains  a  sinus,  under-^ 
mining  the  surrounding  integument  to  a  small  extent,  with  scarcely 
any  thickening  or  induration.     The  abscess  appears  to  have  been 
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superficial,  as,  after  an  attentive  examination,  no  deep  sinus  can 

be  traced. 

Dilate  and  poultice. 

J  6th. — The  wound  is  indolent,  and  the  patient's  system  much 
depressed;  pulse  frequent,  small,  and  feeble;  tongue  foul;  appe- 
tite bad. 

R.  Dec.  c.  Tr,  Cinchonaa  ter  die  sumend.— Cerev.  ftj.  indies. — Catap. 
comninne. 

20th. — Is  rather  better:  the  wound  has  a  more  healthy  appear- 
ance, and  is  beginning  to  granulate;  the  bowels  are  confined.  ' 
R.  Sabmur.  Hyd.  gr.  v. ;  Piilv.  Scammon.  gr.  x.  M.  sutim  sumend. 

23d.— Has  had  a  severe  rigor ;  complains  of  weakness,  and  the 
general  health  is  evidently  much  disordered.  Pulse  small,  quick, 
and  fluttering;  tongue  white;  countenance  pallid  and  anxious. 

25th. — Has  had  a  repetition  of  the  rigors;  there  is  some  swell- 
ing, induration,  and  tenderness  of  the  perineum. 
Hirnd.  x.  perinaeo  applicendi,  et  postea  Catap.  Lini. 

26th. — The  scrotum  and  perineum  are  much  swollen,  disco- 
loured, and  vesicated ;  the  urine  is  retained,  and  there  is  some 
swelling  and  tenderness  above  the  pubes.  The  patient  is  very 
low,  and  slightly  delirious ;  countenance  extremely  anxious;  pulse 
quick  and  small;  tongue  rather  brown  and  dry;  great  thirst. 
Under  these  circumstances,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Tr  a  vers, 
under  whose  care  the  patient  was  first  admitted,  Mr.  Green  made 
an  incision  through  the  raph^  of  the  scrotum  and  perineum,  giving 
exit  to  a  considerable  quantity  of  urine,  mixed  with  fetid,  ill- 
conditioned  pus.  A  catheter  was  then  introduced  into  the  bladder, 
and  confined  in  that  situation  by  a  T  bandage,  and  a  large  poultice 
applied  over  the  injured  parts. 

27th. — Has  passed  a   restless    night,  notwithstanding    great 

drowsiness;  the  pulse  is  extremely  small  and  feeble;  nearly  the 

whole  scrotum  is  in  a  state  of  gangrene. 

R.  Tr.  Opii  ni.v.;  Ammon.  Garb.  gr.  v.  ex  Mist.  Camph.  sextft  qal<][ae 
hor&  samend.— Porter  ihj.  qaotidie.--Sago,  Syrup,  Port  wiue  |^ij.  in- 
dies.— Catap.  commnne. 

30th. — Continues  very  low  and  weak.  The  gangrene  has  not 
extended,  but  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  disposition  to  throw 
off  the  slough. 

Porter  Ibij.  qnotidie. — Catap.  Cerev. 

October  2d.— The  slough  has  partially  separated  from  the  scro. 
turn,  exposing  both  testicles;  the  surface  is  pale  and  smooth, 
without  the  least  attempt  at  granulation.  The  urine  passes  partly 
through  the  catheter,  and  partly  through  the  wound  in  the  peri- 
neum ;  the  bowels  are  much  relaxed. 

Omit  the  Porter,  and  substitute  Port-wine  J  iv.  Brandy  §  ij.  indies. 

4th. — The  bowels  continue  much  relaxed.  The  discharge  from 
the  wound  is  copious,  and  very  thin ;  the  slough  has  completely 
separated,  but  there  is  not  the  slighj^est  appearance  of  any  attempt 
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at  granulation.     The  patient  is  very  drowsy,  but  is  on  the  whole 
rather  better. 

R.  Conf.  Aromat.  9j.;  Ammon.  Carbon,  gr.  x.;  Tr.  Opii  m,  s«  ex 
Mist.  Camphor.  sext&  quftqne  horft  sdmeDd. 

8th. — The  last  two  days  he  has  become  much  more  feeble;  the 
drowsiness  has  increased,  and  low  muttering  delirium  is  frequently 
present.  The  pulse  is- extremely  small  and  fluttering;  the  tongue 
coated  with  a  thick  brown  fur,  but  is  moist ;  the  feces  escape  invo- 
luntarily. 

Brandy  {  vj.  qnotidic. 

During  the  following  day  he  gradually  sunk,  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  10th  he  expired. 

Post-mortem  examination.^ — The  inferior  portion  of  the  urethra 
was  destroyed  to  a  considerable  extent.  In  endeavouring  to  re. 
move  the  contents  of  the  pelvis,  the  cavity  of  a  large  abscess  was 
opened,  which  extended  from  the  opening  at  the  verge  of  the  anus, 
between  the  bladder  and  rectum,  as  high  as  the  level  of  the  first 
bone  of  the  sacrutn,  but  did  not  communicate  with  the  bowel  or 
with  the  bladder,  which  were  both  healthy.  The  structure  of  the 
viscera  presented  no  morbid  appearance. 


Case  III.  Extravasation  of  Urine  into  the  Corpus  Spongiosum  and 
Corpora  Cavernosa  Penis,  producing  Mortification  of  those 
Parts,  and  the  Death  of  the  Patient.  Treated  at  St.  George's 
Hospital,  by  Mr.  Jeffreys. 

In  the  more  ordinary  cases  of  extravasation  of  urine,  the  rap- 
ture of  the  urethra  takes  place  between  the  bulb  and  tne 
bladder,  and  the  urine  is  forced  into  the  cellular  membrane 
surrounding  that  part  of  the  canal.  The  symptoms  produced 
by  this  accident  are  of  a  most  formidable  description,  but,  by 
prompt  and  skilful  management,  the  life  of  the  patient  may 
frequently  be  saved.  Sometimes  the  breach  takes  place  in 
the  antenor  part  of  the  urethra,  and  the  urine  escapes  into 
the  corpus  spongiosum  ;  more  rarely  it  gets  also  into  the  cells 
of  the  corpora  cavernosa:  in  both  cases  mortification  of  the 
parts  is  sure  to  follow,  and  the  patient  seldom  or  never  reco^ 
vers.  The  subjoined  case  affords  an  example  of  this  accident, 
and  fully  illustrates  the  uncontrollable  ravages  produced  by 
urine,  when  eflused  into  the  cells  of  the  corpora  cavernosa 
and  corpus  spongiosum. 

William  Willis,  forty  years  of  age,  was  admitted  into  St.  George's 
Hospital,  Friday,  April  20th,  1827,  with  swelling  and  mortifica- 
tion of  the  penis,  the  consequence  of  an  extravasation  of  urine;  of 
which  he  gave  the  following  history: — In  the  summer  of  1826,  he 
first  observed  that  he  had  a  difficulty  in  making  water,  and  that  it 
came  away  in  a  smaller  stream  than  formerly,  and  at  more  fre- 
quent intervals.    Towards  Christmas  these   symptoms  became 
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more  severe,  and  were  accompanied  by  a  gleety  discharge,  and  at 
times  he  could  only  void  his  urine  in  drops,  with  much  pain  and 
straining.  Latterly  he  had  been  subject  to  attacks  of  fever,  with 
rigors,  &c.  The  last  of  these  had  occurred  about  eight  days  ago, 
at  which  time  there  came  on  a  constant  dribbling  of  the  urine, 
with  swelling,  pain,  and  inflammation  of  the  penis.  These  symp- 
toms got  daily  worse,  and  on  Wednesday  (two  days  previous  to 
his  admission)  a  small  black  spot  appeared  on  the  glans  penb, 
near  to  the  froenum.  This,  had  spread  with  great  rapidity,  and 
now  occupied  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  glans  penis,  and  a  consi- 
derable portion  of  the  under  part  of  the  prepuce  and  corpus 
spongiosum.  The  penis,  anterior  to  the  scrotum,  was  prodigiously 
swollen,  and  the  integuments  covering  it  were  of  a  deep  orange- 
red  colour,  and  much  distended.  He  complained  of  great  pain, 
and  his  urine  dribbled  away  incessantly ;  but  he  said  there  had 
been  no  complete  stoppage.  He  had  a  pale  anxious  countenance, 
a  brown  furred  tongue,  and  a  good  deal  of  fever.  The  mischief 
appeared  to  be  confined  to  the  anterior  part  of  the  penis,  the  scro. 
tum  and  perineum  being  entirely  devoid  of  swelling  and  pain ; 
and  there  could  be  no  doubt,  from  the  condition  and  appearance  of 
the  parts,  that  a  breach  had  been  e£fected  in  the  urethra,  a  little 
way  behind  its  termination  in  the  glans  penis. 

With  the  approbation  of  Mr.  Brodie  and  Mr,  Rose,  who  hap- 
pened to  be  in  the  hospital,  I  made  an  incision  along  the  left  side 
of  the  penis,  where  a  strong  sensation  of  fluctuation  led  to  the 
expectation  of  finding  a  urinary  abscess,  and  carried  it  through 
the  ligamentous  theca  of  the  corpus .  cavernosum ;  the  cellular 
membrane  was  in  a  state  of  slough,  and  loaded  with  urine ;  and 
the  internal  structure  of  the  corpus  cavernosum  was  of  a  dark 
colour,  nearly  resembling  its  natural  appearance;  but  no  distinct 
abscess  was  met  with.  Another  incision  was  then  carried  through 
the  mortified  portion  of  the  prepuce  and  corpus  spongiosum,  nearly 
to  the  scrotum,  by  which  the  urethra,  also  in  a  state  of  sphacelus, 
was  exposed ;  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  pass  a  flexible  gum 
catheter  into  the  bladder;  but  neither  that  nor  any  other  instru- 
ment could  be  got  further  than  the  membranous  part  of  the 
urethra.  A  third  incision  was  therefore  made  through  the  peri* 
neum  into  that  portion  of  the  canal,  in  order  that  a  free  and  easy 
passage  might  be  given  for  the  discharge  of  the  urine  from  the 
bladder. 

The.  penis  was  enveloped  in  a  large  stale»beer  poultice ;  and  he 
was  directed  to  take  immediately  ten  grains  of  the  Dover's  powder, 
and  afterwards,  at  intervals  of  four  hours,  a  saline  draught,  con- 
taining half  a  drachm  of  the  Sulphate  of  Magnesia,  and  three 
grains  of  Uie  Pulv.  Ipecac,  comp.  Beef-tea  and  arrow-root  to  be 
taken  frequently. 

In  the  evening,  he  was  in  all  respects  much  relieved.  He  had 
enjoyed  some  refreshing  sleep ;  had  voided  his  urine  very  freely 
through  the  wound  m  uxe  perineum,  a  small  portion  of  it  having 
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escaped  each  time  by  the  sloughy  opening  in  the  corpus  spongt- 
osuniy  and  he  complained  less  of  pain  in  the  parts*  Pulse  ninety - 
six ;  tongue  dry  in  the  centre. 

He  slept  well  in  the  night,  and  the  next  day  (April  21st,)  the 
pain  and  swelling  of  the  penis  were  considerably  reduced ;  he  made 
water  freely  by  the  perineum,  and  said  he  felt  much  more  com- 
fortable. Not  having  had  any  stool,  he  took  an  ounce  of  Castor* 
oil  early  in  the  morning,  which  procured  one  plentiful  evacuation ; 
after  which  he  was  allowed  four  ounces^of  port -wine  in  the  day; 
and  was  ordered  the  following  draught  every  four  hours : 

He.  Decoct.  Ciochon.,  Mist.  Camph.  aa  5  ^j*  >  TUict.  Opii  gtt;  v.  M, 

In  the  afternoon,  he  had  two  more  purging  stools  from  the  oil. 
April  22d, — Had  slept  in  the  night,  but  was  occasionally  de- 
lirious. He  was  more  heated  and  feverish;  had  a  dry,  furred 
tongue,  with  much  thirst;  and  his  pulse  was  100  in  the  minute. 
The  sloughs  were  beginning  to  separate  from  the  integuments  at 
the  under  part  of  the  penis. 

He  was  ordered  to  omit  the  wine  and  bark,  draught,  and  to  take  Ol. 
Ricini  ^  ss. ;  and  afterwards  three  spoonBfiiJ  of  the  follofVring  mixtare 
every  six  hoars: — R.  Mist.  Camph.,  Li^.  Ammou.  Acet.  aa  Jiv.;  Vin. 
Antimoo*  Tart.  5ij«  M. 

23d. — Had  been  light-headed  in  the  early  part  of  the  night,  but 
his  bowels  had  acted  freely,  and  he  was  not  so  feverish.  The 
whole  of  the  glans  penis  was  in  a  state  of  mortification,  with  the 
exception  of  a  small  narrow  portion  of  the  corona  glandis,  about  a 
line  in  width :  at  this  part  a  line  of  separation  had  begun»  and  the 
sloughs  at  the  under  part  of  the  penis  were  more  loose. 

24th..«*A  light  erysipelatous  redness  had  appeared  about  the 
perineum  and  the  inside  of  the  thighs;  his  pulse  was  not  so  strong, 
and  he  seemed  to  be  more  weak  and  languid. 

He  was  ordered  some  porter,  and  the  following  diangUt : — Bi,  lia&ui 
Rosas  §  jss.;  Tinct.  Cinch,  comp.  5j*  >  Magu.  Sulph.  Ssa,;,  Syrnpi  5ss. 
M.  fiat  haastus  ter  in  die  samendns. 

25th.— The  separation  of  the  mortified  parts  from:  the  integu* 
ments  was  completed,  leaving  the  latter  in  a  sound  and  healthy 
state^but  entirely  detached  from  the  corpora  cavernosa  and  corpus 
spongiosum,  which  were  in  a  complete  state  of  gangrene  and 
slough  throughout  their  whole  extent.         ^ 

On  the  26th,  the  erysipelas  had  spread  to  a  small  extent  over 
the  left  buttock,  upon  which  a  few  slight  vesications  had  fiotrmed. 
The  mortification  of  the  corpora  cavernosa  appeared  to  have 
reached  to  each  crus  penis.  He  was  much  weaker ;  had  a  pale 
clammy  countenance ;  tongue  dry  and  furred;  pulse  120. 

Porter,  wine,  arrow-root,  &c.  were  given  at  short  intervals ;  and  he 
was  directed'  to  take  two  grains  of  the  Sulphate  of  Quinihe  every  fonr 

On  the  27th,  he  was  much  in  the-  same  state,  and  hiis  skin  co- 
vered with  a  profuse  cold  perspiration. 

On  the  28th,  the  erysipelas  had  neatly  disappeared  from  the 
nates,  and  was  spreading,  of  a  pale  colour,  and  without  vesica- 
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tions,  over  the  groins.  The  mortified  corpora  cavernosa  and  corpus 
BpoDgiosum  were  entirely  separated  from  the  arch  of  the  pobes  and 
the  scrotum,  but  adhered  firmly  to  the  parts  below.  A  small 
portion  of  urine  oozed  out  over  the  front  of  the  scrotum  every^time 
he  made  water,  but  the  gteater  proportion  waa  voided  freely  in  a 
stream  by  the  openifl^  in  the  perineum.' 

Oa  the  morning:  <^  the  UQtJti,  he  diedw 

Disseciwn»-^The  corpora  osvernosa,  q«ite  down  tO'  their  origin 
from  the  ischia,  and  the  corpus  spongiosum,  including  the  bulb, 
were  completely  black  and  mortified :  no  vestige  of  their  natnral 
structure  remained*  The  odats  of  the  bladder  were  Tnore  than 
half  an  inch  thick;  its  internal  coat,  which  was  much  ^ornigated, 
was  of  a  dark  colour,  and  covered  with  patches  of  eoagolable 
lymph,  closely  adhering  to  its  surface.  Theiirethm4iad  been  cut 
into  at  the  membranous  part,  from  whence  to  the  bladder  •  it  was 
quite  pervious.  Upon  its  inner  surface  were  patches  ^fcoagulable 
lymph,  like  those  in  the  bladder. 


INJURIES  OP  THE  HEAD. 

• 

Cuse  of  extensive  Fracture  qf  the  Skull,  with  Laceration  of  the 
Membranes,  and  Escape  of  considerable  Portion  <^f  the  Brain^ 
successfully  treated.  By  Mr..  J*  C.  Cox,  Member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  London,  and  of  the  Royal  Medical  Sor- 
ciety  of  Edinburgh. 

Friday,  January  6th. —George  Selman,  aged  twenty,  a  heakhy 
young  man,  of  a  sallow  complexion,  was  working  in  a  coaUpit, 
when  a  heavy  stone  fell  from  a  height  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  yards, 
and  struck  him  dpwn  to  the  ground.  He  was  taken  up,  bleeding 
profusely  from  tha  head,  and  was  carried  home.  My  assistant, 
who  was  near  at  the  tittie  of  the  accident,  saw  him  very  shortly, 
and  sent  for  me. 

Although  he  was  completely  ^tuntied  by  the  blow,  and  at  first 
in  a  state  of  complete  stupor,  yet  he  soon  recovered  some  degree 
of  consciousness.  When  I  saw  him,  be  was  not  insensible  ;  his 
countenance  was  natural,  his  piik«  firm  and  eteady.  H<q  had  been 
bled  by  my  assistant  before  my  arrival. 

I  found  a  la^ge  p<)rtioi»  <af  the  upper  and  anterior  part  of  the  left 
parietal  bone  driven  in  by  the  blow«  The  fracture  extended  across 
the  coronal  suture,  and  a  part  of  the  frontal  bone  was  included  in 
the  depressed  portion.  The  bones  were  so  fractured  by  the  blow, 
that,  after  sawing  through  a  small  part  with  Hey's  saw,  I  was  able 
to  elevate  the  depression,  and  remove  the  fractured  portions,  which 
measured. nearly  three  inches  long  by  two  inches  wide,  but  which 
were  broken  into  ten  pieces.  The  bleeding  from  the  surface  of  the 
brain  was  very  considerable.  On  raising  the  depressed  bone, 
there  was  a  gush  of  venous  blood,  and  an  artery  of  the  dura  mater 
threw  out  its  blood  vigorously.  It  was  necessary  to  secure  this 
vessel  by  a  ligature,  which  was  of  fine  silk,  and  cutoff  close  to 
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the  knot.  A  considerable  quantity  of  brain,  estimated  at  a  table- 
spoonful ,  had  escaped,  and  some  was  still  adhering  to  the  hair. 
The  young  man  retained  his  consciousness  during  the  operation : 
he  occasionally  expressed  a  feeling  of  pain,  and  watched  his 
brother  walking  in  the  garden,  he  being  placed  opposite  the 
window.  It  was  yet  necessary  to  examine  whether  there  were  any 
spiculoe  of  bone  remaining  in  the  wound,  and  the  finger  passed 
into  a  frightful  ca'vity  in  the  substance  of  the  brain.  The  angles 
of  the  wound  were  now  approximated  to  each  other  by  straps  of 
sticking  plaster,  and  the  centre  was  dressed  with  pledgets  of  lint. 
After  he  was  removed  from  the  table  into  bed,  he  lay  in  a  very 
tranquil  state;  his  pupils  dilated  and  contracted  readily ;  there 
was  no  moaning  or  expression  of  su£fering. 

Evening. — Pulse  ninety,  strong;  had  spoken  since  I  left  him. 
He  lay  quite  tranquil;  pupils  natural;  breathing  slow  and  regu- 
lar; had  made  water ;  expressed  great  aversion  to  being  disturbed. 
Poultice  applied  to  the  head.    V.S.  ad  Jxxx.    Ordered  an  aperient. 

7th,  morning. — Has  passed  a  tranquil  night ;  lies  very  still;  he 

speaks  little,  but  is  evidently  conscious  of  what  passes  around  him. 

The  wound  looks  well;  pulse  108. 

Ordered  a  Calomel  powder,  and  a  mixture  with  Salts  and  Senna  every 
ibur  hours. 

Evening. — ^The  medicines  have  acted  on  the  bowels.    Pulse 
ninety,  strong ;  in  other  respects  the  same  as  in  the  morning. 
V.S.  ad  1^  xvj.    Repeat  the  mixtare. 

8th. — Passed  a  tranquil  night,  but  at  about  seven  o'clock  this 
morning  became  restless;  face  flushed;  pulse  108,  not  strong; 
tongue  white;  skin  hot;  he  occasionally  moans.  The  wound 
looked  well.     He  knew  me  when  I  addressed  him. 

R.  Calomel  gr.  ij. ;  Pnly.  Jalap,  gr.  viij.  fiat  pulv.  quarts  qullquehor& 
BtimeDdos,  com  Misturae  Cathartic  cyatho  ad  alvam  ben^  solvendam. 

The  action  of  the  aperient  removed  all  the  unpleasant  symp- 
toms. The  patient  continued  going  on  tranquilly.  There  was  a 
healthy  suppuration  established ;  but,  on  the  fifth  day  after  the 

accident,  a  hernia  cerebri  began  to  protrude. 

The  poultices  were  omitted,  and  the  wound  dressed  with  dry  lint,  and 
pressure  employed  by  straps  of  adhesive  plaster. 

The  protrusion  continued  for  some  days  to  increase,  in  spite  o^ 
the  means  employed,  till  it  was  nearly  as  large  as  the  egg  of  a 
turkey,  and  burst  open  a  considerable  portion  of  the  wound  which 
had  united. 

The  pressure  was  increased  by  means  of  a  bandage,  which  was  firmly 
bound  over  the  projecting  part. 

The  patient  continued  without  any  other  bad  symptoms  of  im- 
portance. He  occasionally  became  restless  and  a  little  delirious, 
but  an  active  aperient  always  relieved  him. 

At  the  end  of  three  weeks,  the  protruded  portion  was  evidently 
diminished ;  there  was  an  extremely  fetid  discharge.  The  pressure 
No.  34S.— A'o.  15,  New  Series.  %  E 
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employed  by  the  bandage,  &c»  produced  a  decided  effect  ot  the 
tumor:  if  that  were  intermitted  or  diminished  from  any  cause^  the 
protrusiop  was  increased ;  but  perseverance  in  the  system  at 
length  completely  repressed  it.  The  granulations  quickly  filled 
up  the  wound^  and  at  the  end  of  two  months  it  was  perfectly 
healed ;  and  it  is  surprising  how  little  mark  remains  of  th«  seTere 
injury  that  was  sustained.  His  intellectual  powers  are  not  at  all 
impaired;  and  be  grew  very  fat  during  the  confinement.  He  is 
now  able  to  work  ajt  his  usual  employment. 

Obiervations. — The  injury  sustained  in  this  case  was  so 
considerable,  that  few  could  have  anticipated  any  other  than 
a  fatal  result ;  and  the  faTonrable  progress  of  the  case  is  to 
be  attributed  partly  to  the  health  and  vigour  of  the  patient^ 
lind  also  in  part  to  the  employment  of  active  depletion  in  the 
early  stage. 

The  occurrence  of  hernia  cerebri  after  fractures  of  the 
skull  is  a  great  aggravation  of  the  danger,  not  only  as  prov- 
ing considerable  injury  to  the  membranes  of  the  brain,  i>ut 
also  as  being  frequently  followed  by  deep-seated  abscess* 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  thut  the  evils  of  this  acci- 
dent are  best  averted  by  gentle  treatment ;  by  taking  care  to 
avoid  inflammation,  by  strict  antiphlogistic  diet  and  vene- 
section ;  and  at  the  same  time  endeavouring  to  restrain  the 
tumor  by  firm  pressure.  The  .treatment  formerly  adopted,  of 
Gutting  away  the  protruded  porticm,  employing  esobarotics, 
&c.  only  tends  to  excite  that  irritation  which  it  is  so  impor- 
tant lo  avert;  and  does  not  cure  the  disease:  the  protrusion 
still  occurs,  and  the  surgeon  is  baffled  and  disappomted.  At 
the  same  time  deep-seated  inflammation  and  abscess  is  a  very 
common  consequence  of  such  measures.  One  other  observa- 
tion suggests  itself,  which  is  confirmed  by  the  experience  of 
all  practical  surgeons, — viz.  that  the  evils  arising  from  such 
an  accident  can  only  be  averted  by  full  and  active  depletion 
at  the  very  early  stage  of  the  case ;  and  the  benefits  oi  keep- 
ing up  a  free  and  regular  action  on  the  bowels  can  be  sufiici- 
ently  appreciated  only  by  those  to  whom  such  cases  are 
familiar. 

Does  not  the  fact  of  the  intellectual  faculties  being  so 
little  impaired  by  such  extensive  injury  and  loss  of  cerebral 
substance,  afford  some  confirmation  to  the  theory  of  Gall 
and  Spukzheim,  that  the  organs  by  which  the  intellectual 
faculties  are  manifested  are  double? 

1 1,  Clapton-terrace;  1Q27, 
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Case  of  Fractured  SkulL   Communicated  by  G.  Yeates  Hunter 

Esq.  Surgeon^  Margate. 

To  the  facilities  afforded  for  the  diffusion  of  rare  and  inte- 
resting cases,  and  their  treatment,  by  medical  periodical 
Journals,  is>  in  my  opinion,  to  be  attributed  the  rapid  im* 
provement  which  has  taken  place  in  the  different  branches 
of  the  profession.  From  treatises  and  class-books  written 
up<m  general  principles,  although  highly  useful  for  their 
arrangement  of  diseases,  the  young  practitioner  will  obtain 
but  little  practical  advantage;  but,  from  a  close  observ^aiioe 
of  nature  and  her  resources,  and  from  the  perusal  of  indivi- 
dual cases  whose  symptoms  and  treatment  are  accurately 
described,  his  knowledge  will  be  certainly  increased.  With 
these  views  it  is  that  I  send  you  the  following  case,  which,  as 
it  affords  an  instance  of  recovery  from  an  unusually  severe 
injury  of  the  brain  and  head,  you  may  perhaps  think  deserv- 
ing of  record  in  your  valuable  and  widely-circulated  Journal. 

On  Saturday,  June  11th,  1825,  I  was  called  to  Kingsgate,  in 
consultation  with  Dr.  Edward  Scudamore  and  Mr.  Ketchly, 
a  respectable  surgeon  of  Broadstairs,  upon  the  case  of  Lewis 
Wales,  a  labourer,  whose  skull  had  been  dreadfully  fractured  that 
afternoon,  in  the  following  manner  i— He  was  employed  in^digging 
a  well,  and,  when  at  the  depth  of  about  forty  feet,  while  the  men 
above  were  drawing  up  a  basket  of  chalk,  the  winch  broke  away 
from  the  staples  which  fastened  it  to  the  uprights,  and  fell  upon 
the  poor  fellow's  head,  from  which  the  spindle  glanced  off 
obliquely,  bat  the  edge  of  the  winch  cut  through  the  integuments, 
and  produced  a  severe  fracture  of  the  skull.  His  companions 
immediately  drew  him  up ;  and,  when  I  saw  him,  his  pulse  Was 
small,  frequent,  and  intermitting;  his  pupils  were  fully  dilated ; 
his  breathing  stertorous ;  his  face  pallid,  and  bedewed  with  cold 
clammy  perspiration.  .  He  had  hemiplegia  of  the  leftside,  and  his 
head  presented  the  following  appearances: — 'The  integuments 
w^re  ditided  to  the  extent  x>f  four  inches;  the  posterior  superior 
portion  of  the  right  parietal  bone  was  fractured  and  depressed  c 
the  coverings  of  the  brain  were  lacwated  and  hanging  out  between 
the  bones,  and  about  a  table^spoonfol  of  brain  had  escaped*  The 
depressed  portion  of  bone  meaeured  two  inches  long,  and  ratlier 
more  than  one  vide,  was  beaten  into  the  substance  of  the 
brain»  and  could  not  be  removed/  as  the  inner  table  of  the  bone 
was  broken  off  beyond  the  outer«  and  prevented  its  exiU  The 
operation  of  trepanning  was  therefore  necessary,  which  I  immedi- 
ately coinmenced  performing  by  cutting  through  the  integuments, 
beginning  at  the  middle  of  the  lower  edge  of  the  wound,  so  as  to 
form  the  letter  T;  and,  after  sawing  out  two  circular  pieces  of 
bone,  room  was  afforded  for  the  removal  of  the  detached  piece. 
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The  fracture  began  an  inch  from  the  occipital,  and  ran  parallel 
with  the  sagittal  suture,  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  from  it. 
Several  small  pieces  .of  bone  were -picked  out  from  the  substance 
of  the  brain.  I  cut  off  the  lacerated  membranes  with  roy  scissors, 
and,  after  smoothing  the  rough  edges  of  the  bones,  I  brought  the 
integuments  in  contact  by  means  of  adhesive  straps*  There  had 
been  considerable  effusion  of  blood  before,  but  very  little  was  lost 
during  or  after  the  operation. 

The  patient  was  immediately  put  to  bed  :  his  breathin?  became 
less  laboured,  and  his  pulse  full  and  hard.  Mr.  Ketchly  there- 
fore bled  him  to  twenty  ounces,  and  the  following  mixture  was 
directed : — 

R.  MagDCBiae  Sniphat.   gj.;  Ant.  Tart,  gr.j  ;   Aquae  Menthse,    §  vj. 
fnniat  quartern  partem  settiBlibrU. 

June  12th. — The  bowels  have  b6en  well  opened,  and  urine 
voided.  He  has  passed  a  very  restless  night,  and  is  apprehensive 
of  death.  Violent  throbbing  of  and  pain  in  the  head;  pupils 
contract  when  light  ts  thrown  upon  them ;  pulse  ninety,  full  and 
hard;  countenance  less  pallid,  but  anxious;  skiti  hot  and  dry; 
tongue  furred  and  rough. 

y^.  ad  %  xf  j.    Repef  M  t8ttira.w.  A  nd  in  lite  <v«nik)g  lie  was  again  bled 

13th. — No  sleep  in  the  night;  great  anxiety  and  restlessness; 

pulse  hard,  vibrating,  and  eighty ;  bowels  flmd  bladder  emptied ; 

pain  in  tlte  head  still  didtressii&g. •    Dressings  removed;  wound 

looks  favourably. 

V.S.ad3kvj.    Kepet' Miatura. 

In  th^  evening,  his  restlessness  increased,  and  Dr.  Scudamore, 

being  summoned  to  see  him,  prescribed — 

B:.  Ext.  HyoKcUmi  9J. ;  Palv.  Ipecac,  comp.  Sy.  M.  et  divid.  hi  pUiilas 
No.  xij.  capiat  ij»  kora  sooipi. 

14th.-^He  has  had  some  refreshing  sleep,  and  his  mind  is  more 
tranquil,  Iiaving  been  engaged  in  prayer  last  night  with  the  Rev. 
Mr.  PeeL    Pulse  seventy,  less  hard  and  vibrating;  countenance 
looks  better;  bowels  and  bladder  fireely emptied. 
Kepetr  Mistvra  et  Pilubt. 

1 5th. w Has  had  some  sleep;  continues  calm.  Hemiplegia  the 
same.  Bowels  open,  but  the  bladder  Imubt  not  acted;  therefore  I 
introduced  the  catheter.     Dressings  removed;  wound  looks  well. 

16th. — Refreshing  sleep  in  the' night.  Pulse  rfxty- eight;  pain 
in  the  head  diminuhes  daily  ;/biieathinf^ easy;  bowels  soluble; 
bladder  emptied  without  any  assistance.  Wound  made  by  the 
scalpel  nearly  well.  Skin  less  hot  and  dry  ;->  and' the  tongue  get- 
ting cleaner. 

Peretat.  .  . 

17th. — I  did  not  see  him;  but  Mr.  Ketchly  reports  favourably. 

.    Rcpet'  Mistura  el  Pilulie  ij. 

l^tht'^Head  stiil  easier;  pulse  sixty-eight;  bowels  and  bladder 
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emptied ;  hemiplegia  undimitiiihed.  There  is  a  Binall  hernia  ce- 
rebri :  consequently  we  increased  the  pressure  and  dry  lint,  with 
which  the  wound  has  heretofore  been  dressed. 

19th. — Going  on  favourably. 

20th. — Pulse  sixty,  soft,  and  no  longer  vibrating.  Hernia 
larger:  therefore  applied  lint  moistened  with  Liquor  Calcis,  and 
over  it  straps  and  roller. 

Repetr  MiBtara  et  Pihilae  ij. 

2 1  St.— Slept  two  hours  in  the  night.  Pulse  sixty;  less  anxiety, 
and  the  patient  thinks  he  shall  recover.  Hernia  less.  Skin  cool ; 
tongue  moist  and  cleaner. 

Reper  Pilulse  y.    Omitr  Mittara. 

22d. — Passed  a  comfortable  night;  pulse  sixty «  Scalpel  wound 
healed.    Bowels  and  bladder  emptied ;  skin  natural,  and  tongue 
clean;  more  sensibility  of  the  left  side. 
R«pet'  Pilnlae  g.    Dressings  tbe  s^tne. 

23d, — 'Slept  well;  pulse  sixty.  External  wound  granulating. 
A  portion  of  .the  brain,  which  was  afterwards  found  to  weigh  four 
scruples,  being  nearly  separated,  Mr.  Ketchly  squeezed  it  off  with 
his  fingers,  which  produced  very  litUe  pain»  and  but  triAing  he- 
morrhage ;  and,  after  its  removal,  the  brain  was  easily  depressed 
below  Uie  cranium. 

DxessingB  the  same*    RepeU  Miatura  nt  an  tea. 

24th*-^The  patient  passed  a  comfortable  night,  is  calm,  and 
looks  better;  pulse  sixty-two.  There  is  a  good  discharge  of  laud- 
able pus  from  the  surface  of  the  brain,  which  is  now  below  the 
craainm  at  its  proper  level,  and  granulations  are  beginning  to  rise 
from  its  surface ;  but  there  is  still  a  small  sloi^h  to  cQme  away. 
External  wound  looks  well.    Pain  in  .left  side;  howek  open.  # 

25th. — Pulse  sixty-four.     In  every  respect  g^ng  on  well. 

Repel'  Mbtura. 

27th.— Passed  a  good  m^t;  pulse  sixty-six;  small.  Piece  of 
brain  sloughed  away;  granulations  increase.  The  affected  side 
gets  warmer  and  more  sensible. 

28th.— Another  good  night;  pulse  soft,  iwtt  quicker;  mind 
tranqulL  Wound  looks  well>  an4  nearly  the  whole  surface  of  the 
brain  is  covered  by  hcailthy.  graoulationsi  a  second  slough  having 
come  away. 

Repeat  Mixtnre.and  Dreaiiog* 

29th.-~Going  on  remarkably  well ;  pulse  eighty,  but  not  full; 
bowels  well  opened. 
Onittf  Mjiatttia^ 

30th. — Pulse  eighty-two,  soft  and  regular;  bowels  not  acted 
upon.  Surface  of  the  brain  covered  with  granulations,  discharge 
less;  external  wound  looking  well;  and  seems  no. longer  to 
require  keeping  open :  therefore  the  lint  wttsdiscontittiied,  and  the 
lips  of  the  external  wound  brought  as  neax  together  as  possible 
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with  adhesive  straps^  and  over  them  a  compreas  and  roller  to 

prevent  the  brain  from  rising. 
Repet'  Mistura  nt  aotea« 

July  1st. — Slept  all  night;  pulse  eighty-two.  The  brain  is 
inclined  to  rise,  therefore  again  apply  the.  lint,  wet  with  Liquor 
Calcisy  under  the  straps.  The  wound  is  healing  fast,  and  there 
is  a  little  motion  of  the  toes  of  the  affected  side. 

4th. — Going  on  favourably,  but  the  granulations  not  quite  so 
healthy.     Diminish  the  pressure. 

8th.— Pulse  ninety  and  full,  from  having  indulged  his  appetite 
to  excess. 

R.  InfiM.  Senns  3j. ;  Snlph.^Iag.  5vj.;  Aq.Meuth,  5X.  M.  fiat  baust. 
qnamprimiim  snmendus. 

11th. — Pulse  natural ;  motion  of  the  inferior  extremity  restored; 
arm  getting  warmer.  In  every  respect  going  on  well.  Continues 
to  take  broth  and  gruel,  which  has  been  the  diet  allowed  during 
the  progress  of  the  case. 

.  15th .^—Granulations  being  too  luxuriant,  applied  Argent. 
Nitratum.  Inferior  extremity  gains  strength,  and  the  motipn  of 
the  superior  returning. 

2dd. --Continues  getting  better  and  stronger;  but,  as  the 
wound  does  not  quite  heal,  it  is  probable  there  may  be  a  piece  of 
bone  to  exfoliate. 

August  11th.— Begins  to  walk  upon  crutches.  A  small  piece 
of  bone  came  away  the  other  day.     Head  nearly  weft. 

23d. — Continues  improving.  Another  fragment  of  bone  cam^ 
away  a  few  days  ago.  Wound  in  the  head  quite  healed;  ani  I 
discontinued  to  visit  the  patient,  directing  him  to  be  moderate  14 
his  diet,  and  to  abstain  entirely  from  malt  and  spirituous  liquors. 

This  patient  went  on  daily  improving,  and  when  I  saw  him  in 
December  last,  his  health  was  quite  restored.  I  examined  his 
head,  and  found  that  the  loss  of  bone  was  partially  supplied  by 
the  usual  secretion;  "and,  although  I  observed  a  little  irregularity 
in  his  gait,  it  perhaps  might  not  have  been  observed  by  a  persoa 
unacquainted  with  his  situation. 

BIIDWIFERY. 

Cases  of  Tedious  Labour ^  in  which  tfie  Secale  Cornutum  was  exhi^ 
bited;  mtft  Remarks*  By  James  Guthris,  Esq.  Surgeon, 
Kilmarnock. 

This  remedy  appears  to  have  been  used  above  half  a  cen- 
tury ago,  tbougn  only  occasionally  since,  to  excite  the  uterus 
in  cases  of  tedious  labour  arising  from  deficient  pains^  Its 
use  being  sometimes  attended  with  dangerous  effects,  it  soon 
fell  into  disrepute.  It  has,  however,  again  been  revived,  ^d 
Bome  examples  have  of  late  been  published  in  favour  of  its 
reputed  virtues. 
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The  following  cases,  I  think,  very  strikingly  iilastrate  its 
efficacy. 

Case  I. — On  Saturday  morning,  20th  May,  1826,  I  was  re- 
quested to  attend  a  married  woman  in  her  first  labour.  The  liQuor 
amnii  had  been  discharged  two  hours  previous  to  my  arrival.  The 
OS  uteri  was  found  dilated  to  the  size  of  half  a  crown;  pains  weak 
and  inefficient,  and  recurring  every  fifteen  minutes,  I  remained 
with  her  for  an  hour,  expecting  that,  by  dilating  the  os  uteri 
gently  during  a  pain,  I  might  bring  on  more  efficient  section. 
In  this,  however,  I  was  disappointed.  I  then  left  her,  called  occa- 
sionally during  the  day,  but  could  not  perceive  any  difference  in 
the  strength  or  frequency  of  the  pains.  I  was  sent  for  at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening ;  the  pains  appeared  considerably  stronger, 
but  I  was  astonished  to  find  the  os  uteri  not  much  more  dilated  than 
in  the  morning.  Pains  frequent  and  apparently  severe,  but  pro- 
ducing not  the  slightest  effect  in  advancing  the  labour.  In  this 
state  the  labour  continued  until  ten  o'clock.  The  external  as  well 
as  internal  parts  being  in  a  favourable  state  for  dilatation,  I 
thought  this  might  prove  a  fit  case  for  a  trial  of  the  seeale.  I 
accordingly  procurea  three  scruple-doses,  one  of  which  I  gave  at 
fifteen  minutes  past  ten.  In  twenty  minutes  after  its  exhibition, 
uterine  action  became  sensibly  stronger,  and  I  was  delighted  to 
find  the  os  uteri  dilating  and  the  head  descending.  The  patns^ 
which  weire  formerly  useless,  were  now  strong  and  forcing,  without 
almost  any  intermission.^  In  fact,  the  uterus  appeared  to  be  aware 
(if  I  may  so  express  myself,)  that  nothing  would  do  but  the  complete 
expulsion  of  its  contents.  This  took  place  in  fifty  minuses  after 
the  effects  of  the  ergot  became  apparent,  or  in  one  hour  and  ten 
minutes  after  its  exhibition.  The  placenta  followed  the  expulsion 
.of  the  child  almost  instantly.     Mother  and  child  did  well. 

Case  II. — ^This  woman's  labour  was  ushered  in  by  the  sudden 
discharge  of  the  liquor  amnii ;  slight  pains  then  commenced ;  and 
the  waters  continued  to  drain  away  for  some  time  afterwards.  In 
this  state  she  lingered  for  thirty-six  hours.  A  midwife  was, 
however,  employed  in  the  interval,  who  remained  tvith  the  woman  a 
considerable  time ;  but,  on  finding  the  labour  tedious  and  the  nm* 
bilical  cord  presenting,  she  desired  i%  surgeon  to  be  called.  I  was 
accordingly  sent  for:  examination  discovered  nearly  a  foot  of 
umtMlical  cord  in  the  va^na,  the  pulsation  of  which  had  entirely 
slopped.  The  patient  stated  that  the  motion  of  the  child  had  for 
some  time  ceased.  The  os  uteri  was  somewhat  dilated,  but  with 
difficulty  reached ;  the  head  of  the  child,  though  very  high  up,  was 
felt  through  the  uterus,  presenting;  the  pains  were  exceedingly 
feeble,  and  recurring  at  long  intervals.  I  remained  with  the  wo- 
man nearly  three  hours,  during  which  time  the  pains  were  useless 
and  inefficient,  and  not  in  the  slightest  decree  advancing  the  la- 
bour. I  therefore,  without  further  procrastination,  exhibited  one 
scruple  of  the  seeale  in  cold  water.    In  twenty  minutes  after- 


212  OaiGlNA^L    PAPERS. 

wardS)  the  pains  became  mdre  frequent,  and  longer  in  continuance  * 
At  this  period  a  second  scruple  was  given.  The  pains  were 
DOW  very  severe,  and  almost  constant,  (this  last  effect  is  peculiar 
to  the  ergot;)  the  head  of  the  child  was  evidently  descending;  the 
OS  uteri  was  nearly  effaced.  She  complained  of  pain  in  the  bowels, 
which  was  probably  referable  to  the  ergot;  a  delicate  hint,  no 
doabt,  of  its  modtis  operandi*  The  pains  continued  so  severe  and 
uninterrupted,  that  I  hesitated  in  giving  more  of  the  secale.  The 
head  of  the  child  had  descended  into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum, 
and  the  umbilical  cord  before  it.  The  patient  had  occasional 
attacks  of  vomiting. 

After  two  or  three  hours,  the  pains  began  to  fall  off,  and  the  expul- 
sive e£forts  of  the  uterus  were  not  so  powerful.  I  gave  at  this  period 
a  third  scruple,  but  it  was  instantly  rejected^  and  I  did  not  venture 
to  give  more.  The  labour  now  went  on  very  slowly ;  pains  recurring 
every  fifteen  minutes,  and  of  short  continuance;  uterine  action 
appeared  to  cease  after  a  single  expulsive  e£fort ;  external  parts  very 
difficult  to  dilate.  Delivery  was  at  last  accomplished,  being  a 
period  of  six  hours  after  the  exhibition  of  the  ergot.  The  child 
was  dead,  and  the  cuticle  in  some  places  removed.  Mother  did 
well. 

Before  leaving  this  case,  it  may  be  asked,  why  was  the 
ergot  given  in  a  case  where  the  umbilical  cord  presented?  I 
shortly  answer,  because  I  was  convinced  that  the  child  was 
dead,  from  the  flaccidity  of,  and  want  of  pulsation  in,  the 
umbilical  cord'.  The  sensations  of  the  mother  likewise  con- 
firmed me  in  this  opinion.  Laying  aside  entirely  the  difficulty 
of  turning  a  child  in  a  uterus  from  which  the  waters  had  been 
so  long  evacuated,  I  consider  that  I  was  inflicting  infinitely 
less  suffering  on  the  mother  by  the  course  pursued,  than  if  i 
had  attempted  to  turn  the  child.  This  case,  though  not  so 
rapid  as  the  former,  indicated  sufficiently  the  influence  oftbe 
remedy  over  the  action  of  the  uterus.  Indeed,  had  the  ergot 
not  been  exhibited,  the  case,  I  am  convinced,  would  have 
ended  in  instrumental  labour* 

Case  III. — I  was  called  to  attend  this  woman  about  two  o'clock 
P.M.  on  the  17th  April,  1827.  She  had  been  in  labour  since  the 
preceding  evening.  The  pains  were  pow  very  severe,  but  recurring 
at  rather  long  intervals ;  the  os  uteri  was  considerably  dilated,  and 
the  membranes  protruding.  In  the  course  of  two  hours,  the  mem- 
branes gave  way,  and  the  head  slowly  descended  into  the  hollow' 
of  the  sacrum ;  but  here  it  remained  stationary,  notwithstanding 
the  frequency  and  severity  of  the  pains.  I  prescribed,  at  seven 
P.M.,  one  drachm  of  the  ergot  to  be  given  in  divided  doses,  as  in 
former  cases.  Delivery  took  place  in  an  hour  thereafter.  Mother 
and  child  did  well. 

•  Case  IV. — I  was  requested,  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  of  May, 
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1827,  to  attend  Mrs;  G^  in  her  tkirdlaboiir.     On  tny  arrival,  I 
found  a  loidwifti  there,  who  had  attended  the  patient  for  a  period 
of  three  days.    Examination  discovered  the  body  of  the  uterus 
presenting  in  the  form  of  a  bag  l6w  down  in  the  vaj^iaa.  The  plaint 
were  eittrdmely  fftnotag,  andapbeared  m<^re  ititent  on  the  e^putaion 
of  th6  uterus  thbiithat  Of  the  child.     Searoh  'wa^  now  made'for  the 
OS  «itc<ri,  but'  in  vatnv    I  thenefore  lost' no  ttme'iti  rntrodueiihgrthe 
haiid  iatb  the  vafgrna/Wblcb  was  puslf<fed*<0n  in  thediredlion  of  the 
M^rUnr:  h^r^* I  reached  thei^  ifrtc^i  near  th^^ibrtm  of  ifh^  pislvii^, 
whiefh  Isoon  i^slor«d  to  its  natural' pbdhto)!.'  Iti^'WKonxata  ex* 
pressed  herself  much  relieved,  and  exclaimed  that  '^<  all'  waif  right 
n<ywr'    The  paiBa  continued  strong,  and^appeared  to  be  efBcient. 
I  had  considerable  difficiftlty,  bowevisr,  during  the  oains,  in  pre* 
venti&g  audversion  of  the  uterua  from  again  taking  place<    This  I 
was  able  to  obviate  by  prising  th^  os  tlt^ri  upWairds  and  forwards 
with  the  linger  daring  a  pain.  This  methbd  likewise  rapidly  assists 
the  dilatation  of  the  organ.     I  waited  two  hours  and  mbre^  In  ex- 
pectation of  delivery  l)eihg  soon  accomplished.    The  os  uteri  was 
still  vei^y  rigid,   but   s6  mUch  dilated  iis  hearty  td"  pitiAit  the 
heiad  to  pass.    The  pains  were  evidently  falling  «off,'and  the 
woman  was  becoming  exhausted.     Uterine  action  was  now  sua- 
pended  by  sixty  drops  of  Tinct.  Opii,  after  which  she  enjoyed  re- 
freshing sleep  for  three  hours;   At  the  end  of  this  peripdy  the  pains 
again. commenced,  but  were  exceedingly  feeble/ an4  producea  not 
the  slightest  effect  in  adyanciDg  the  labour.    Fxom  the  e^aiisted 
state  of  the  woman,  t  now  lost  all  hopes  of  deiiveay  being  accom* 
plished  by  the  natural  efforts.     At  this  juncture  (seven  o^cIock 
m  the  morning,)    I  ordered  6ne   drachm  of  Secale  Cornutum 
to  be  infused  in  six  ounces  of  boiling  water,  two  ounces  of  which 
were  given  every  twenty  minutes.    After  the  second  dose,  uterine 
action  became  sensibly  increased ;  but  it  was  not  until  the  exhibi- 
tion of  tht  third  dose  that  the  wonderful  virtues  of  the  remedy 
became  appafvent.    Ut^mne  actioQ  now  became  excesiiva.    The 
fHiiia  wereatiioi]^*aDdforciiigi,.'Without'4iny  inftetmiisioni  •  tke-ex^ 
pulaion>of  the-cluld  took  place lin. an  houo and  a/baA£'sftar  tiie  use 
of  the  ergot  was  commenced.     Mother- and  xJ^biMi  did  weU.-*-Here 
again  is  a  case  where  the  forceps  would  in  all  probability  have  been 
required.  '  .     '       •  -  .  :     /  i 

JSpnarh. — it^e^^  ca§es.  t^k^p.  together,  confirm,  ia  the 
iuost)Baif^faQtory.,^lan^er^,!t^^e  virtues  of  the.  ergot.  ItseflTects 
were  ipost  $tr^iic^g :  the  action  pf  the  uteru^;  was  quite  pecu^ 
liar;  itapp6ftr^,a3  tf  w^ed  oh'  to  discharge  ita  eonteats, 
without  amome^nt  to  secruit  Usdf.  This  was  particularly  ob«» 
served  in  Cases  t.  and  IV.  In  Idiese  the  expulsive  efforts  of 
-the  uterus  were  so  rapid  and  pdwerful  toward  the  end,  that  I 
was  afraid  of  laceration  of  tne  perineum*  In  Case  II.  the 
effect  of  the  ergot  was  not  nearly  so  rapid  as  in  the  other  cases. 
Peidiaps,  had  I  exhibited  the<  third  dqs^  sooner,  the  result 

N0. 343.— iVou  15,  New  Serks,  «  F 
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might  have  been  different.  .Be  this  as  it  may,  the  peculiar 
power  of  the  remedy  over  uterine  action  was  beautifully  dis* 
played,  and  exhibited  in  every  other  respect  similar  phenomena. 
In  all  these  cases,  one  drachm  of  the  ergot  appeared  to  be 
sufficient  to  ensure  its  specific  effects.  Its  virtues  dems^nd  a 
place  for  it  amongst  the  nervous  excitants.  This  peculiar 
power  appears  to  oe  primarily  exert^  on  the  stomachy  and 
from  thence  communicated  to  the  uterus  through  that  myslt^r 
nous  channel,  nervous  agency.  ,  ' 

Should  the  ergot  be  found,  by  further  experience,  to  be  so 
efficacious  in  cases  of  tedious  labour,  a  great  improvement 
will  be  made  in  the  practice  of  midwifery.  For,  armed  with 
it  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  lancet  on  the  other,  no  labour  will 
ever  be  tedious,  except  those  requiring  manual  assistance* 
The  use  of  the  forceps  must  now  give  place  to  a  remedy  so 
efficient,  and  so  perfectly  safe  both  to  mother  and  child.  3ut 
this,  like  every  other  excellent  remedy,  is  apt  to  suffer  abuse, 
and  may,  as  formerly,  do  harm,  if  indiscriminately  employed* 
The  death  of  the  child,  and  hemorrhage  after  delivery,  were 
the  evil  consequences  formerly  ascribed  to  its  exhibition.  I 
do  not  deny  but  that  the  first  of  these  might  happen  as  al- 
ready hinted ;  but  that  the  second  should  occur,  is  altogether 
beyond  my  comprehension.  The  very  reverse  should  be  the 
case :  for,  if  the  remedy  be  capable  of  exciting  the  uterus  to 
more  powerful  contraction  during  labour,  it  must  certainly 
prove  the  very  best  security  against  the  occurrence  of  hemor- 
rhage after  delivery. 

KUmamock  ;  May  tUt^  1827.  * 


Case  of  succestftU' Exhibition  of  the  Ergot  of  Rye  in  lingering 
Labour.  By  Charles  Clay,  Esq.  Member  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons,  Edinburgh. 

However  strong  a  claim  any  new  remedy  may  have  to  pub- 
lic attention,  yet  the  great  exaggeration  that  generally  attends 
the  first  reports  of  the  efficacy  of  such  remedies  often  leads 
medical  men  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  reports  regarding  them, 
and  by  these  means  such  remedies,  however  valuable  they  may 
be,  are  a  long  time  before  they  get  generally  admitted  into 
practice,  and  submitted  to  fair  and  impartial  trials.-  Indeed, 
I  may  add  that  many  remedies,  during  this  journey  to  pub- 
lic confidence,  sink  into  oblivion,  and  are  seldom  heard  of 
again.  There  are  yet  other  causes  that  operate  strongly 
against  the  introduction  of  new  improvements : — first,  the 
surgeons  of  the  old  school  are  often  so  partial  to  remedies 
they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  for  a  number  of  years. 
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that  ne^diacoTeries  are  by  them  often  treated  with  contempt; 
secondly,  the  extravagant  charges  which  chemists  and  drug- 
gists exact  for  any  new  medicine  often  excludes  the  substance 
from  that  general  circulation  which  it  requires  to  establish 
its  merits.  Of  late  a  number  of  different  objects  baye  been 
offered  to  general  notice,  and  a  number  of  cures,  bordering 
on  the  miraculous,  have  been  reported,  to  bring  some  favou- 
rite object  into  notice.  The  following  case,  however,  will  tend 
to  show  the  effects  of  one  of  the  newly-discovered  articles  of 
the  materia  medica. 

.  Mrs.  Darwell,  of  Ashton-under-Lyne,  sent  for  me  on  the  2d  of 
June,  1826,  being  then  in  labour  of  her  fifth  child.  I  had  attended 
\sti  on  a  former  labour,  which  was  a  very  tedious  one,  and,  from 
the  state  of  the  present  symptoms,  I  feared  another  equally  linger- 
ing. I  found  her  in  a  very  emaciated  state ;  the  pulse  slow  and 
weak:  some  cough,  expectoration  of  pus;  slight  diarrhoea;  dim 
eye ;  the  tongue  of  a  brovm  tinge  in  the  middle,  dry  and  cracked ; 
ske  had  not  had  any  sleep  for  three  or  four  nights.  She  considered 
herself  at  her  full  time,  and  had  felt  pains  for  two  or  three  days. 
The  pains  at  first  were  powerful,  but  they  gradually  diminished 
till  she  could  scarcely  discern  them.  She  thought  herself  sinking 
fast,  and  eagerly  wished  for  assistance.  As  the  os  uteri  was  fully 
dilated,  I  concluded  the  labour  would  terminate  well,  if  rest  was 
procured:  I  therefore  ordered  an  opiate.  She. slept  for  some 
hours :  the  pains  returned,  but  without  any  effect  on  the  child> 
and,  after  .the  pains  had  been  acting  about  one  hour  and  a  half, 
they  begau  to  decline  again.  I  now  determined  to  give  the  ergot 
of  rye,  and  made  an  infusion  of  it  in  the  following  manner: 

R.  Ergot  9vHJ. ;  Aqoae  Fenreotis  %  ▼).-  Pour  the  water  on  the  ergot 
after  it  has  been  well  braised  in  a  mortar,  and  let  it  stand  for  fifteen  mi- 
iintes ;  then  poor  off  the  water,  and  bruise  the  ergot  again  ;  afterwards 
pat  tfae  tame  liqnid  to  it,  and  let  it  stand  for  ten  minates  more. 

Of  thi»  infusion  I  gave  her  three  ounces.  In  a  few  minutes  the 
pains  were  more  powerful ;  but  I  considered  them  not  sufficiently 
strong  to  expel  the  child,  and  therefore  gave  her  the  remaining 
three  ounces.  The  pains  soon  became  surprisingly  altered,  dnd 
in  twenty  minutes  after  the  second  dose,  and  thirty-five  minutes 
after  the  first,  the  child  was  born.  It  was  a  large  one,  and 
perfectly  healthy.  From  the  powerful  excitement  produced  by 
the  exhibition  of  the  ergot,  I  was  afraid  that  the  uterine  action 
would  remain  after  the  child  was.  born;  but  in  this  I  was 
mistaken :  for  no  sooner  were  the  child  and  placenta  expelled, 
than  the  excitement  immediately  ceased.  -  The  woman  and  child 
did  well. 

I  am  positive  that  in  this  case  the  whole  success  depended 
on  the  ergot.  I  have  conversed  with  different  medical  men 
on  the  use  of  this  medicine,  many  of  whom  doubt  its  action ; 
but,  on  particular  inquiry,  I  have  generally  found  that  they 
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have  given  the  ergot  in  powder,  and  in  small  doses,— deWom 
more  than  a  drachm.  The  ergot  should  only  be  used  in  the 
last  extremity,  when  the  p^ins  are  completely  leaving  the 
p  atient,  and  when  there  is  no  prospect  of  a  spontaneous  re- 
action. It  should  never  be  given  in  less  than  eight  scruples 
for  two  doses,  infused  in  six  ounces  of  boiling  water:  no  more 
than  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  should  elapse  between  the  first 
and  second  doses.  When  given  in  this  manner,  success 
will  attend  it,  in  cases  proper  for  its  administration. 

Ashiou-undeT'lAfne}  August  1827. 


Remarks  on  the  Treatment  to  he  adopted  during  Labour  in  Cases  q/ 
the  anterior  Obliquity  of  the  Uterus,  By  John  North,  Esq. 
Surgeon  Accoucheur. 

The  natural  position  of  the  os  uteri  at  the  commencement  of 
labour,  is  when  it  is  placed  near  the  centre  of  the  superior 
aperture  of  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis :  but  it  rarely  happens 
that  the  os  uteri  is  thus  favourably  situated.  The  fundus  of 
the  uterus  generally  inclines  either  to  the  left  or  right  side,  or 
it  falls  forwards.  In  whichever  of  these  situations  the  fundus 
may  be  placed,  the  mouth  of  the  uterus  must  be  thrown  from 
the  axis  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  sufferings  of  the  woman  will  be 
protracted  during  labour.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into 
a  formal  consideration  of  all  the  various  displacements  of  the 
uterus  which  may  occasionally  occur:  I  shall  confine  my  ob- 
servations to  the  anterior  obliquity  of  the  uterus,  which  i« 
sometimes  a  source  of  much  inconvenience  during  preg- 
nancy, as  well  as  in  the  act  of  parturition.  When  the  fundus 
of  the  uterus  falls  very  far  forward,  the  common  centre  of 
gravity  of  the  patient  is  destroyed,  and  the  woman  walks  with 
difficulty,  from  the  exertion  she  is  under  the  necessity  of 
making  to  preserve  her  equilibrium.  From  such  a  displace- 
ment of  the  uterus,  she  will  also  suffer  from  pain  in  the  back 
and  loins,  together  with  frequent  inclination  to  make  water 
or  to  go  to  stool.  In  some  cases  it  may  be  necessary  that  the 
patient  should  remain  in  a  recumbent  position,  to  alleviate 
thei^e  distressing  «5^mptoms.  A  proper  bandage,  however,  if 
adroitly  applied,  will  generally  afford  the  desired  relief.  The 
most  convenient  and  effectual  bandage  for  this  purpose  has 
been  described  by  Dr.DEWEEs. 

When  this  anterior  obliquity  of  the  uterus  exists,  the  os 
iiteri  must  necessarily  be  thrown  backward  in  a  degree  corre- 
sponding with  the  falling  forwards  of  the  fundus;  and  in 
many  instances  the  practitioner  will  be  unable,  by  an  ordi- 
t^ary  examinatioii,  to  determine  the  situation  of  the  os  uteri 
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for  many  hours  after  labour  has  cQuuuanced.  In  such  a  c^se 
there  are  two  modes  of  practice  we  may  adopt:  we  may  either 
depend  upon  the  uterine  efforts  to  place  the  parts  in  a  more 
favourable  situation^  and  thus  terminate  the  labour  without 
our  assistance ;  or  we  may  introduce  the  hand  into  the  vagina, 
and,  with  a  finger  hooked  within  the  os  uteri,  endeavour  to 
draw  it  towards  the  centre  of  the  inferior  aperture  of  the 
pelvis.  Dr.  Dewees  observes,*  that,  *'  whenever  it  is  found 
that  the  os  uteri  cannot  be  reached  by  a  well-directed  search 
in  the  ordinary  way,  we  must  introduce  the  hand,  well  lubri- 
cated, so  that  its  palm  may  be  next  to  the  distended  uterus. 
A  finger  should  then  be  made  to  reach  up  to  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  projection  of  the  sacrum,  whereon  some  one  por- 
tion of  the  uterine  globe,  the  os  uteri  will  be  detected :  wlien 
discovered,  we  should  hook  it  upon  the  point  of  the  finger, 
(provided  it  is>  either  dilated  or  easily  dilatable,)  and  draw  it 
towards  the  centre  of  the  inferior  strait.  When  it  has  fol- 
lowed so  far,  the  hsmd  may  be  eently  withdrawn,  (but  not 
the  finger  from  the  os  uten,)  and  the  uterus  detained  there 
until  the  proper  direction  of  the  forces  and  the  axis  of  the 
uterus  are  made  to  correspond. '^ 

That  some  labours  are  procrastinated  by  the  mere  oblique 
position  of  the  os  uteri,  1  do  not  doubt;  but,  as  far  as  I  can 
judge,  the  manual  interference  recommended  by  Dr.  Dewees 
is  not  necessary,  and  ccmsequently  injudicious,  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases.  Dr.  Den  man  was  of  opinion  that  when 
the  oblique  position  of  the  os  uteri  does  retard  a  labour,  or 
accompany  a  difficult  one,  that  it  does  not  require  any  manual 
assistance,  or  that  we  should  retract  it  to  a  central  position 
with  respect  to  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis.  He  conceived  that 
the  difficulty  would  be  overcome  by  placing  the  patient  in  a 
proper  situation.  In  cases  of  anterior  obliquity  of  the  uterus, 
she  should  be  placed  upon  her  back,  and  the  fundus  of  the 
uterus  supported  by  an  assistant.  If  the  opinion  I  have 
formed  upon  this  subject  had  not  been  countenanced  by  the 
high  authority  of  Dr.  Denman,  I  might  have  hesitated  to 
oppose  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  so  experienced  and  able  a 
practitioner  as  Dr.  Dewees.  I  have  known  many  instances 
where  the  os  uteri  was  thrown  so  far  backward,  in  conse- 

Jjuence  of  the  displacement  of  the  uterus  to  which  I  have  re- 
erred,  that  its  situation  could  not  foe  determined  for  some 
time  after  the  commencement  of  labour.  But  I  have  seen  no 
case  in  which  the  unassisted  efforts  of  nature  have  not  termi- 
nated the  labour  in  a  favourable  manner ;  and  I  should  con- 

*  System  of  Midwifery,  p*  89,  Lond.  ed. 
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sequentlv  be  ii^elined  to  deprecate  the  conduct  of  the  practi- 
tioner who  would,  in  every  case,  if  he  could  not  reach  the  ps 
uteri  in  the  ordinary  way,  introduce  his  hand,  and  endeavour 
to  "  hook"  down  the  os  uteri.  According  to  the  direction  of 
Dr.  Dewees,  we  are  not  to  remove  the  finger  from  the  os  uteri 
*'  until  the  proper  direction  of  the  forces  and  the  axis  of  the 
uterus  are  madie  to  correspond."  It  must  obviously,  then,  be 
impossible  for  the  practitioner  to  determine  whether  the  fa- 
vourable change  in  the  position  of  the  parts  is  the  result  of 
his  assistance,  or  of  the  continued  uterine  efforts  which  have 
been  going  on. 

In  some  instances  I  have  known  inflammation  of  the  uterus 
f>roduced  by  the  rough  and  repeated  efforts  of  young  practi- 
tioners to  '•  hook"  down  the  os  uteri ;  and,  as  I  believe  that 
nothing  more  is  generally  required  in  such  cases  than  mode- 
rate patience,  I  may  be  allowed  to  enter  my  humble  protest 
against  the  practice  recommended  by  Dr.  Dewees,  although 
I  have  no  doubt  he  would  have  recourse  to  it  without  injury 
to  the  patient. 

But,  however  desirable  it  may  be  that  the  process  of  labour 
should  not  be  improperly  interfered  with,  it  is  equally  neces- 
sary that  we  should  not  withhold  our  aid  when  it  is  really 
required.  If  it  should  happen  that  the  uterine  efforts  do  not 
gradually  bring  the  os  uteri  into  the  direction  of  the  axis  of 
the  inferior  aperture,  and  that  the  head  of  the  child  is  forced 
down  by  each  pain,  with  the  body  of  the  uterus  expanded 
over  it,  it  would  then  be  proper  for  the  practitioner  to  endea- 
vour to  place  the  parts  in  a  more  favourable  situation,  by  the 
practice  recommended  by  Dr.  Dewees :  I  apprehend,  how- 
ever, that  such  cases  are  very  rare. 

Upper  Berkeky-dreety  Portman- square  ; 
Augu$t  IBSSr. 


PHYSIOLOGY. 

Dr.  Carson's  Opinions  respecting  the  Influence  of  AttnospKeric 
Pressure  on  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood,  examined  by  Ur.  N« 
Arnott. 

Had  not  Dr.  Carson  mentioned  that  he  had  read  as  yet  only 
a  part  of  the  chapter  on  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood,  in  my^ 
"Elements  of  Pnysics,"  lately  published,  I  should  have 
deemed  the  appearance  of  his  paper  in  the  last  Number  of 
this  Journal,  questioning  some  of  my  conclusions,  a  proof 
that  I  had  ill  performed  my  task ;  but  I  hope,  when  he  exa- 
mines the  whole, — which  perhaps  he  should  have  done  before 
venturing  to  write, — that  nis  opinions  will  change.    I  would 
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have  trusted  to  this  possibility,  and  allowed  the  paper  to  pass 
unnoticed,  had  it  not  seemed  to  me  to  furnish  so  complete  a 
specimen  of  the  manner  in  which  the  vacuum  doctrine,  of 
which  he  is  accounted  the  author,  has  been  advocated—- the 
doctrine,  viz.  that  the  blood  in  the  veins  is  moved  by  suction  of 
the  chest,  or  atmospheric  pressure,  and  not  by  the  propulsive 
force  of  tne  heart,  or  a  vis  a  tergo,  I  think  it  will  be  easy  ta 
show  that  Dr.  Carson's  present  defence  of  it — in  the  prepa- 
ration of  which,  too,  he  nas  had  the  advantage  of  knowing  all 
the  arguments  elicited  by  the  many  discussions  of  the  subject 
during  the  last  year, — involves,  or  rather  consists  of,  the  fivcf 
following  errors : 

1st.  He  assumes  as  a  fact  that  which  is  not  a  fact,  and 
makes  his  doctrine  depend  upon  it.  He  says  that  there  is 
every  where  around  the  veins  a  pressure  of  parts,  nearly  such 
as  would  be  produced  by  liquid  filling  the  skin  as  a  sack. 
This  assumption  is  intended  to  meet  the  statement  in  the 
"  Elements  of  Physic's,'*  that  no  pump  or  suction  can  lift 
liquid  through  pliant  tubes  free  to  collapse  like  the  veins,  and 
that  the  suction  of  the  chest  in  ordinary  respiration  is  too 
weak  to  lift  blood  even  one  inch  through  tubes  of  any  kind. 
He  then  argues  tfi^  the  blood  in  uie  veins  being  thus 
supported  by  the  surrounding  pressure  nearly  up  to  the  level 
of  the  heart,  so  little  suction  is  required  to  make  it  enter  the 
heart,  that  the  veins  are  not  in  danger  of  collapsing.  He 
illustrates  the  condition  of  the  veins  by  that  of  a  thin  onion- 
stalk  full  of  water,  and  immersed  in  water.  Now,  where  is 
the  supposed  pressure  on  the  veins  of  the  back  of  the  hand, 
for  instance^  covered  as  they  are  only  by  loose  skin, — in  old 
people  wrinkled,  and  almost  hanging, — or,  indeed,  an  the 
superficial  veins  any  where?  for  in  no  place  has  the«kin  a 
tension  at  all  resembling  that  of  a  sack  filled  with  liquid. 
The  external  veins  of  the  leg  are  nearly  as  strong  as  arteries, 
because  of  the  contained  load  which  they  have  to  support  j 
while  deep-seated  veins,  that  are  really  pressed  upon  by  the 
flesh,  and  the  veins  of  the  upper  parts  of  the  body,  are  com- 
paratively thin  and  weak. 

2d.  He  does  not  perceive  that,  even  if  the  above  assumption 
were  true  and  admitted,  instead  of  being  favourable  to  his 
doctrine,  it  would  be  an  unanswerable  proof  of  the  contrary, 
— that  is  to  say,  of  the  constant  action  o{a.vis  a  tergo.  F6r 
it  is  evident  that  no  blood  could  enter  the  extremities  of  veins 
pressed  upon  as  he  supposes,  unless  it  were  urged  by  a  force 
greater  than  such  pressure, — ^viz.  greater  than  the  influence 
Sf  a  liquid  column  reaching  from  near  the  heart.  Let  him 
try  to  inject  into  the  bottom  of  his  onion- stalk,  while  the 
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srtroogQfttsiuction  which  it  will  besyr  is  made  at  ita  top  to 
assist  him.  If  he  were  to  answer  tlxis  objection  by  alleging 
that  the  same  surroundiog  pressure  acts  on  the  arteries  and 
veins^  and  becomes  the  force  required,  or  that  the  weight  of 
the  descending  colum|^  of  blood  in  the  arteries  is  operative, 
he  would  admit  the  transnussion  of  a  oresaure  through  the 
capillaries  fmm  artery  to  vein,,  and  could  not  then  withhold 
the  same  admifision  in  regard  to  the  action  or  pressure  of  the 
lieart>  which  he  knows  to  be  sufficient,  througn  open  capilla- 
lies,  to  lift  the  venous  blood  not  only  to  the  heart  again,  but 
eight  feet  beyond  it..  There  is  no  conceivable  state  of  the 
veins  which  does  not  require  the  admission  of  a  constantly 
acting  m  a  tergo;  unless  they  were  rendered  resisting  or 
xigid  tubes,  and  the  chest  or  heart  were  a  pump  strong  e£iough 
to  lift  £rom  Ithe  feeti 

3d.  He  adduces  an  acknowledged  fact— the  tardy  flux  of 
blood  from  a  punctured  vein,— *to  disjuxtve  the  tit  a  tergo; 
which  fact,  however^  by  applying  the  same  reasoning  to 
it,  equally  disproves  his  own  doctrine ;  but,  when  justly 
viewed,  disproves  neither,.  He  says,  the  vis  a  t&rgo  should 
cause  a  strong  jet  from  a  puncture  :*^oes  he  not  see 
that  Uie  jet  should  as  certainly  follow  from  his  assumed 
pressure  round  the  veins,  increasing  dur/lig  expiration  ?  Let 
him  try  the  effect  of  a  puncture  in  his  onion-stalk.  The  true 
explanation  of  the  tardy  flux  is,  that  the  healthy  cut  flesh 
tends  to  close.  A  ruptured  varix  bleeds  long  enough ;  and 
the  force  with  which  the  blood  escapes  from  a  free  opening 
in  the  veins,  is  shown  by  its  always  rising  to  even  beyond 
the  level  of  the  heart  in  any  tube  made  to  communicate  with 
a  vein  below  the  heart. 

4th.  He  adduces  as  a  proof  that  atmospherijC  pressure  aids 
absorption,  the  fact  that,  if  the  pressure  be  taken  ofl*  from  any 
.part  of  the  body  by  a  cupping  glass,  absorption  ceases  at  the 
part.  The  same  reasoning  would  prove  that  atmospheric 
pressure  helps  a  man  to  lifx  his  hand  from  the  mouth  of  a 
glass,  on  which  he  had  rested  it;  because,  if  the  air  be  pre- 
vented from  pressing  underneath  the  hand,  as  in  the  weU- 
koown  pneumatic  experiment,  the  hand  is  firmly  held  down 
to  the  glass.  Nay,  die  same  reasoning  would  prove  that  a 
running  h<Mr6e  owes  his  speed  to  this  all-performing  atmo- 
spheric pressur^^  for,if  the  hocse's  buttock  were  brought  close 
to  a  large  opening  connected  with  a  vacuum^  he  would  try  to 
gallop  off  in  vain.  In  the  "  Elements  of  Physics"  it  is 
fbowa,  and  I  hope  clearly  to  all,  that,  as  regards  absorption 
m  animals,  there  is  always,  in  parts  below  the  level  ox  the 
ll^rt,  a  balance  or  excess  pf  inanimate  pressures  opposing 
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it,  so  that  new  matter  can  only  be  taken  in  by  a  vital  power 
capable  of  overcoming  sdch  resistance. 
.  5th.  He  allows  that,  when  the  stream  of  blood  towards  the 
heart  is  obstructed  by  a  pressure  on  the  veins,  by  bandage  or 
otherwise,  it  is  the  force  of  the  heart,  or  vis  a  tergo,  which 
makes  the  veins  turgid,  and  causes  the  blood  to  jet  strongly 
upwards  from  a  puncture;  yet  he  asserts  that  the  vis  a  tergo 
does  not  act  until  after  the  veins  are  turgid.  His  words  are, 
'"  Before  the  action  or  impetus  of  the  heart  and  arteries  can 
affect  the  blood  in  the  vems,  it  is  necessary  that  the  veins  be 
distended  to  that  condition  in  which  they  possess  the  property 
of  rigid  tubea."  Now,  what  is  the  force  which  gradually/ 
fills  them?  No  suction  can  reach  them,  and  the  only  other 
imaginable  force  is  the  vis  a  ter^o.  When  Dr.-  Carson  makes 
this  assertion,  it  is  as  if  he  said  that  a  pump  driving  water 
through  a  leathern  tube  only  acts  on  the  water  when  there  is 
some  accidental  obstruction  in  the  tube. 

If  it  appear  to  Dr.  Carson  that  these  remarks  are  well 
fennded,  he  will  perhaps  excuse  the  passage  in  the  volume  on 
Physics  which  imputes  bis  errors  rather  to  the  prevailing  de- 
fect in  medical  education  as  regards  physics,  than  to  any 
other  cause.  That  a  man  of  talent  |like  Dr.  C,  and  evident* 
ly  possessing  natural  aptitude  for  physical  investigations, 
should  have  fallen  into  such  errors,  and  that  he  should  find 
followers  among  medical  men,  are  surely  proofs  that  a  defect 
does  exist;  and  when  we  reflect  that  it  regards  a  department 
of  science  essential  to  the  explanation  of  so  many  of  the 
healthy  functions  of  the  animal  body,  as  well  as  of  diseases 
and  remedies,  we  may  judge  of  the  importance  of  correct- 
ing it. 

Lnwden;  August  ^Slk;  I6t7. 


Memoranda  respecting  some  Investigations  into  the  Manner  in 
which  the  Nutrition  of  the  Fcetus  is  effected^  which  have  recently 
been  made  by  C.  Lee,  m.d. 

Dr.  Lee,  from  some  inquiries  in  which  he  has  lately  been 
^i^g^g^df  h^  t>een  led  to  conclude  that  a  process  of  digestion 
goes  on  in  the  upper  intestines  of  the  foetus,  sii^ilar  in  kind  to 
that  which  takes  place  after  birth,  and  consequently-that  the 
nutrition  and  growth  of  the  foetus  are  chiefly,  or  perhaps  en- 
tirely^ eflfected  in  this  manner.  He  has  ascertained  that  the 
stomach  of  the  foetus,  from  three  to  nine  months  old,  invari- 
ably contains  a  transparent  mucous  and  acid  fluid,  but  never 
the  smallest  admixture  of  albuminous  or  nutritious  matter; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  upper  half  of  the  small  intes* 

Np.  543.-^0. 15,  Nfio  Stria.  f  O 
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tines  alwietys  contains  a  yellowish  ot  orange-coloured  pulta- 
ceoTis  mass,  which,  in  appearance  as  well  as  chemical  compo- 
sition, resembles  exactly  the  chyme  of  the  adult :  in  a  word, 
that  it  is  nearly  pure  albumen.  The  contents  of  the  lower 
half  of  the  small  intestines  contain  a  much  smaller  proportion 
of  albumen  than  those  of  the  upper  half,  and  the  matters 
gradually  assume  more  and  more  the  characters  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  large  bowels,  in  proportion  as  the  distance  from 
the  valve  of  the  colon  diminishes.  The  meconium  is  confined 
exclusively  to  the  great  intestine^  and  is  generally  possessed'^ 
of  alkaline  properties,  while  the  contents  of  the  sinall  intes- 
tines above  alluded  to  are  almost  invariably  acid.  The  me- 
conium appears  further  to  be  merely  exdrementitious,  aid  no 
albuminous  or  other  nutritive  principle  can  be  detected  in  it.  . 
It  is  remarkable  that  a  fluid  resembling  that  contained  in 
the  duodenum  in  appearance  and  in  chemical  composition, — 
in  other  words,  pure  albumen, — has  likewise  been  detected 
in  tlfe  hepatic  duct  of  the  foetus  ;  from  which  circumstance, 
and  from  the  orange-coloured  fluid  first  appearing  in  the 
duodenum,  near  the  opening  of  the  common  duct,  it  may  be 
inferred  that  the  liver  of  the  foetus  secretes  the  nutritious 
matter,  which  in  no  instance  has  been  found  wanting  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  small  intestines.  It  may  likewise  fiiirly  be 
concluded  that  the  nutrition  of  the  foetus  is  accomplished 
partly,  if  not  entirely,  through  the  absorption  of  the  albumi- 
nous matter  so  secreted  from  the  intestinal  canal,  as  in  the 
adult  Lacteals,  however,  have  not  yet  been  discovered  in 
the  human  foetus,  although  they  have  in  a  foetal  calf  of  six 
months. 

The  small  intestines  in  the  fodtus  are  generally  much  more 
red  and  vascular  than  the  great  intestines ;  but  this  is  parti- 
cularly striking  with  regard  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
duodenum  and  jejunum,  to  which  the  albuminous  matter 
closely  adheres,  and  which  affords  a  strong  presumptive  proof 
that  they  perform  some  mor«  active  and  important  function. 
The  great  size  of  the  liver  in  the  foetus  has  long  been  matter 
^ of  observation;  while  the  function  which  it  performed  has 
been  a  source  of  frequent  and  unsatisfactory  conjecture*  It 
is  a  remarkable  fact,  too,  that  while  almost  every  other  oi^n 
has  been  wanting  in  the  various  kinds  of  human  monstrosity, 
no  instance  has  been  recorded  in  which  the  liver  has  been 
absent.  Its  great  size,  its  large  supply  of  blood,  and  its 
invariable  presence,  accord  with  the  hypotnesis  above  describ- 
ed, which  attributes  to  it  the  office  of  separating  albumeii 
from  the. blood  during  foetal  existence.  This  idea,  especially 
the  fact  first  mentioned  of  the  stomach  containing  no  nutri- 
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tiou3  matter,  militates  against  the  Opinion  of  some  of  the 
latest  and  ablest  physiologists,  who  have  maintained  that  the 
nutrition  of  the  foetus,  as  of  the  adult,  is  effected  by  the  mat- 
ters received  into  this  viscus. 

In  conducting  the  chemical  part  of  these  interesting  in- 
vestigations>  Dr.  Lbe  has  had  the  able  assistance  of  Dr. 
Proi?t. 

Umdon  ;  July  18J7. 

ERYSIPELAS. 
On  the  Cure  of  Erysipelas  of  the  Face  by  the  external  Application 
of  the  Nitrate  -.of  Silver »     By  John  Hioginbottom,  Esq. 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  London. 

In  my  investigation  of  the  use  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  in  the 
treatment  of  erysipelas  arising  from  wounds,  I  found  that 
the  application  of  it  was  attended  with  decided  success  in 
destroying  the  inflammation,  and  preventing  its  progress.  I 
was  thence  induced  to  try  the  same  remedy  in  erysipelas  of 
the  face  arising  from  constitutional  causes.  About  seven 
years  a^o,  indeed,  I  applied  it  to  the  extent  of  half-a-crown 
on  the  mflamed  part;  but,  from  not  watching  its  effects  for 
several  days^  I  formed  an  erroneous  opinion  of  its  utility. 

A  few  months  ago,  I  attended  a  young  woman,  who  was 
imder  the  care  of  a  physician,  with  erysipelas  arising  from 
constitutional  causes,  nearly  covering  the  whole  face  like  a 
small  mask  of  the  figure  ofa  heart,  leaving  a  border  of  nearly 
two  inches  around  it  free  from  inflammation.  I  wished  in 
this  case  to  try  the  effects  of  a  partial  application  of  the  ni- 
trate of  silver:  I, accordingly  applied  it  one  inch  upon  the 
inflamed  border,  and  one  inch  on  the  adjoining  healthy  border, 
on  one  side  of  the  face,  making  an  escharred  surface  of  four 
inches  in  length  and  two  in  breadth.  This  application  had 
the  effect  of  destroying  the  inflammation  and  checking  its 
progress  on  that  side;  tne  inflammation  spread  rapidly  on  the 
.other  side  over  the  whole  scalp  and  neck,  and  entirely  sur* 
rounded  the  escharred  surface  in  every  direction^  but  it  did 
not  affect  a  single  point  of  the  healthy  skin  to  which  the 
nitrate  of  silver  had  been  applied.  The  disease  ran  its  usual 
course  with  severity,  the  patient  having  delirium  at  intervals 
for  five  or  six  days,  although  every  treatment  was  had  re- 
course to  which  is  usual  in  similar  cases,  as  general  bleeding, 
blistering  the  nape  of  the  neck,  purgatives,  &c. 

Having  observed  in  this  case  that  the  nitrate  of  silver  had 
a  most  decided  effect  in  destroying  the  inflammation  and  pre- 
.venting  its  progress,  and  that  in  five  days  the  eschar  was 
peel  iiig  off,  leaving  the  skin  white  and  free  from  inflammation 
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and  iBwelling,  I  was  led  to  think  that,  if  it  was  applied  ih 
such  cases  to  the  whole  inflamed  surface  and  surrounding 
parts,  that  it  might  effectually  check  thq  disease  in  the  com- 
mencement, and  prevent,  in  a  great  measure^  the  severe 
continued  constitutional  affection  which  follows.  In  this  I 
was  not  disappointed.  In  the  succeeding  cases  it  will  be 
found  that,  the  moment  the  local  affection  is  destroyed  by  the 
nitrate  of  silver,  the  constitutional  affection  ceases ;  and  that 
the  patient  becomes  convalescent  even  in  less  time  than  is 
frequently  occupied  by  the  inflammation  in  running  its  usual 
course  under  any  other  mode  of  treatment. 

Case  I. — Aan  Ward,  aged  forty-seven  years,  single,  aii^  of  d 
delicate  habit  of  body;  the  catamenia  having  ceased  for  three 
months  for  the  first  time ;  had  been  poorly  for  several  weeks  with  a' 
cold  and  cough,  and  two  or  three  days  ago  was  seized  with  a 
violent  shivering,  succeeded  by  fever  and  pain  of  the  head ;  soon 
afterwards  the  right  side  of  the  nose  and  eyelid  became  affected 
with  erysipelatous  inflammation,  for  which  she  took  an  emetic  and 
purgatives.  The  inflammation  oontinned  increasing  for  two  days, 
at  which  period  I  saw  her ;  it  had  spread  over  the  whole  of  the 
right  Side  of  the  face  and  ear,  and  over  more  than  one-half  of  the 
scalp.  She  complained  of  violent  pain  of  the  head,  which  was 
much  increased  by  the  severity  of  the  cough;  tongue  white  and 
loaded;  skin  hot  and  dry;  pulse  130  in  a  minute;— she  was. in- 
sensible during  the  night,  and  very  restless.  I  took  about  fourteen 
ounces  of  blood  from  the  arni,  and  directed  a  dose  of  calomel,  and 
a  purgative  with  infusion  of  senna  and  salts.  I  desired  the  head 
might  be  shaved,  and  the  head  and  face  washed  with  soap  and 
water,  to  remove  any  oily  state  of  the  skin.  I  then  moistened 
every  part  of  the  inflamed  surface  with  water,  and  applied  a'  long 
stick  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  in  a  flat  direction  on  the  whole  inflamed 
surface,  and  a  little  beyond  it  on  the  surrounding  healthy  skin, 
leaving  no  part  untouched. 

On  my  visit  the  following  day,  I  found  that  the  nitrate  of  silver 
had  had  the  effect  of  checking  the  inflammation  on  the  face  so 
completely  that  it  had  not  spread  to  the  other  side  of  the  nose; 
but  some  part  of  the  scalp  beyond  where  the  nitrate  had  been  ap- 
plied had  an  oedematous  feel :  although  this  part  was  free  from 
redness,  I  imniediately  applied  the  nitrate  of  silver  freely  over  it, 
and  over  the  whole  scalp,  as  well  as  around  the  left  ear,  which  had 
not  been  affected  by  the  inflammation.  The  patient  said  the  head 
had  a  benumbed  feel,  but  was  much  less  painful.  There  was  scarcely 
any  vesication  occasioned  by  the  nitrate /of  silver  on  the  inflamed 
parts;  but  on  the  surrounding  skin,  where  it  was  applied,  there 
was  more.  She  was  delirious  in  the  night,  but  had  been  quite 
collected  during  the  day  ;  the  pulse  was  104  ;  the  tongue  rather 
cleaner ;  there  was  less  fever,  and  the  patient  had  been  purged 
freely. 
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On  the  second  dfty,  there  woe  no  increMe  of  the  inflammation ; 
the  left  «ar  was  not  m  the  least  affected ;  there  was  a  little  swell- 
ing of  the  eyelid  on  the  left  side,  arising  from  the  irritation  of  the 
nitrate  of  silver  above  it.  She  was  better  in  everyrespect.  There 
was  a  litUe  delirium  in  the  night.  Pulse  100.  The  purging 
medicine  was  directed  to  be  continued. 

The  third  day  after  the  first  application  of  the  nitrate  of  silver, 
there  was  no  appearance  of  inflammation.  She  had  had  no  deli- 
rium in  the  night ;  she  had  pers(>ired  freely,  and  had  less  fever ; 
the  bowels  were  open.  What  little  vesications  there  had  been 
were  gone;  and  the  eschars  were  adherent. 

On  the  fourth  day,  the  eschars  were  separating,  leaving  the  skin 
ttnderlieath  free  from  inflammation.  She  had  no  pain  from  the 
eschars,  but  a  little  stiffness.  Pulse  ninetyUwo ;  tongue  rather 
loaded ;  no  delirium  for  two  nights ;  no  fixed  pain  of  the  head ; 
more  sleep;  cough  not  quite  so  troublesome;  appetite  a  little 
better. 

On  the  sixth  day,  the  pulse  was  eighty-eight;  the  skin  cool ; 
the  bowels  open ;  and  the  patient  was  in  every  respect  better. 

From  this  period  my  patient  might  be  considered  convalescent: 
her  cough  was  rather  troublesome  for  several  days ;  her  pulse  di- 
minished in  frequency,  being  eighty  in  a  minute  on  the  tenth  day. 
She  soon  left  her  room,  and  required  no  further  attention. 

In  remarking  the  above  case,  it  will  be  perceived  that  there 
was  no  delirium  after  the  external  inflammation  was  subdued 
by  the  nitrate  of  silver^  which  was  decidedly  effected  on  the 
third  day,  and  that  the  patient  was  convalescent  in  a  little 
more  than  half  the  time  tnat  the  inflammation  is  in  running 
its  usual,  coi^se;  and,  consequently,  that  the  disease  wag 
cured  before  that  period  in  which  it  becomes  the  most  dan- 
gerous. 

Case  II. — Miss  Wells,-'  aged  thirty,  has  for  several  days  felt 
generally  unwell,  with  loss  of  appetite,  debility,  and  drowsiness. 
During  the  last  night,  she  was  very  restless;  and  this  morning  she 
had  considerable  heat  of  skin,  with  shiverings  at  intervals :  this 
was  succeeded  by  an  erysipelatous  inflammation  on  the  nose  and 
left  eyelid.  The  inflammation  not  being  severe,  I  did  not  apply 
the  nitrate  of  silver,  expecting  it  would  give  way  to  the  antiphlo* 
gistic  treatment.  I  took  about  fourteen  ounces  of  blood  from  the 
arm,  which  caused  her  to  faint.  I  prescribed  an  emedc,  and  some 
infusion  of  senna  with  salts.  The  inflammation  spread  very  little 
during  the  day. 

The  next  morning  I  learnt  that  she  had  had  a  restless  night:  her 
face  was  very  hot  and  painful,  and  the  pain  of  the  head  was  vio. 
lent ;  there  was  fever,  attended  with  shivering.  The  inflammation 
had  spread  a  little  on  the  right  side  of  the  face.  The  purging 
medicine  was  continued.     In  the  evening,  the  inflammation  haa 
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spread  nearly  over  the  whole  of  the.  face ;  some  vesications  had 
formed  on  the  right  cheeky  aod  there  was  au  increase  of  the  con* 
stitutional  symptoms ;  the  pulse  was  1 12»  I  applied  the  nitrate  of 
silver,  as  in  the  former  case^  upon  and  bey.ond  the  inflamed  surface, 
except  on  the  eyelids^  having  found  it  in  former  cases  to  occasion 
a  considerable  flow  of  tear^^  which »  passing  over  the  escbarred 
surface,  is  rather  troublesome,  inducing  excoriation.  The  imme* 
diate  pain  given  by  the.  application  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  in  .this 
instance  was  severe,  and  compared  by  the  patient  to  a  scalds  and 
continued  for  two  hours,  and  in  a  less  degree  during'  the.  night; 
the  pain  of  the  head,  however,  gradually  aba.ted. 

The  next  morning  there  was  no  increase  of  inflammation ;  there 
was  still  a  little  headache ;  pulse  ninety-six ;  a  little  perspiration ; 
bowels  open.  In  the  evening,  I  applied  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  sev 
veral  parts  which  appeared  a  little  inflamed. 

On  the  following  mprning  the  patient  bad  more  headache ;  .the 
pulse  was  nine-two ;  and,  on  examination,  I  found  that  the  inflam- 
mation had  spread  over  the  scalp,  there  being  a  slight  degree  of 
redness,  and  beyond  it  an  cedematous  feel.  I  ordered  the  head  to 
be  shaved,  and  applied  the  nitrate  of  sUver  on  the  greatest  part  of 
the  scalp.  In  the  evening,  there  was  no  appearance  of  inflamma- 
tion; the  patient  had  experienced  very  sensible  relief  froiQ  the 
application  of  the  nitrate  of  silver ;  in  one  hour  afterwards  the 
headache  quite  ceased,  and  she  has  since  had  no  return  of  it. 

The  next  morning  my  patient  was- in  all  respects  better;  pulse 
eighty.  I  applied  the  nitrate  of  silver  on  the  remaining  part  of 
the  scalp,  although  there  was  no  appearance  of  inflammation ;  for 
as  this  is  more  obscure  on  the  scalp  in  the  commencement,  and 
sometimes  cannot  be  ascertained  except  by  the  oedematous  feel,  or 
by  the  sensation  of  pain  to  the  patient  when  pressed  upon  by  the 
finger,  I  would  advise  the  whole  scalp  to  be  escharred,  if  the^e 
were  any  part  of  it  inflamed;  the  pain  from  the  nitrate  of  silver 
is  much  less  here  than  in  other  parts,  and  the  immediate  benefit 
in  relieving  the  pain  of  the  head  by  destroying  the  inflammatory 
action  is  very  apparent. 

On  the  fourth  morning  after  the  application  of  the  nitrate  of 
silver,  the  pulse  was  eighty;  the  ci^amenia  appeared  ;  the  patient 
felt  rather  low,  and  had  a  little  hysterical  aflection  and  delirium. 

On  the  fifth  morning,  the  cuticle  was  separating,  and  the  patient 
wasjconvalescent.  The  opening  medicine  was  directed  to  be  con- 
tinued. 

On  the  eighth  day,  my  patient  was  sitting  up  in  her  room. 

On  the  tenth  day,  most  of  the  cuticle  had  separated  from  the 
face,  leaving  it  in  its  natural  state. 

In  the  last  case,  the  delirium  appeared  to  be  decidedly  pre- 
sented by  the  prompt  application  of  the  nitrate  of  sjlyey  to 
the  scalp.  The  remedy  slIso  prevented  the  ears  and  chin  from 
being  in  the  least  a£Pected  by  the  inflammatiOD,  and  the  pa- 
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tient  might  be  considered  convalescent  on  the  fifth  day.  1  had 
much  satisfaction  in"*  observing  the  certainty  and  regularity  of 
the  effects  of  the  remedy. 

Notiingham;  Augwty  1827. 

» 

1  have  great  pleasure  in  adding  the  following  testimony  of 
Dr.  SxoRER^the  well-known  distinguished  physician  of  this 
plaCe^  to  the  utility  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  in  erysipelas.  That 
testimony  will  be  received  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  by 
those  who  best  know  Dr.  Storer's  extreme  accuracy  in  observ- 
ing facts,  and  caution  in  admitting  them. 

Noitingkxm;  April  tOth^  1827. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  late  Treatise  had  apprised  me  of  your 
mode  of  using  lunar  caustic  in  the  treatment  of  certain  wounds 
and  ulcers.  I  had  not  lost  sight  of  the  facts  there  detailed, 
and  have  been  gratified  to  find,  by  repeated  inquiries,  that 
this  plan  of  treatment  continues  to  be  confirmed  by  its  suc- 
cess in  your  hands,  and  by  other  surgeons  who  have  adopted 
it.  It  is  now  understood  that  it  is  capable  of  being  extended, 
with  signal  benefit,  to  old  and  extensively  ulcerated  legs ;  of 
which  one  case  that  I  have  seen  is  certainly  an  example.  In 
cases  of  local  disease,  such  success  does  not  exceed  the  ordi- 
nary bounds  of  expectation ;  nor  is  it  without  analogy  to  the 
general  application  of  this  substance.  When  I  heard  that  for 
some  time  past  you  bad  adopted  the  same  plan  of  extinguish- 
ing cutaneous  inflamnCiation,  not  merely  in  symptomatic  ery- 
sipelatous affection,  but  also  in  that  constitutional  erysipelas 
which  is  often  epidemic,  and  always  ushered  in  and  accom- 
panied with  fever,  I  confess  that  I  could  expect  no  success 
from  a  practice  militating  so  directly  against  the  views  gene- 
rally entertained  of  the  nature  of  this  disease,  and  wouldgive 
no  ear  to  it  without  ocular  demonstration  of  its  utility. 

I  have  now  seen  two  cases  of  constitutional  erysipelas 
treated  upon  this  principle;  and,  as  far  as  two  cases  well 
marked  will  go  to  authorise  a  conclusion,  mine  must  be  greatly 
in  favour  of  the  practice. 

The  first  was  that  of  a  healthy  young  woman,  upwards  of  twenty 
years  of  age,  seized  with  rigor,  followed  by  smart  fever,  and  on 
the  second  day  by  a  complete  erysipelas  of  the  face,  extending  to 
the  hair  on  the  forehead.  The  fever  continuing,  with  a  further  ex- 
tension of  the  infiatnmation;  after  bleeding,  purgative  and  saline 
medicines,  and  a  small  vesication  having  arisen  on  the  cheek,  it 
was  judged  necessary,  on  the  third  day,  to  apply  the  caustic  over 
the  whole  extent  of  the  erysipelas.  The  patient's  own  account  was, 
that  she  suffered  considerable  pain  for  ten  hours;  but  from  that^ 
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time  the  feverish  symptoms  ceased,  and  the  inflammation  was  ar- 
rested and  subdaed.  When  I  saw  her  on  the  fourth  day  after  the 
application  of  the  caustic,  there  was  neither  fever  nor  any  remains 
of  erysipelas.  Hie  face  was  as  black  as  that  of  an  African;  but' 
in  a  few  days  more  I  found  her  free  from  all  symptoms  of  disorder^ 
the  epidermis  peeling  X)ff,  and  the  complexion  underneath  quite 
natural. 

The  other  case  was  a  fine  healthy  boy  of  sixteen  months  old, 
who,  after  a  feverish  attack,  had  erysipelas  on  one  hip  and  thigh, 
and  extending  partially  to  the  leg.  In  this  case  also  tVe  fever  and 
inflammation  had  subsisted  forty-eight  hours  and  upwards  before 
the  application  of  the  caustic.  The  account  of  the  child's  mother 
was,  that  it  cried  very  much  for  one  hour  after,  then  fell  into  a 
long  and  calm  sleep,  out  of  which  he  awaked  without  fever,  and 
calling  out  for  food.  In  three  days  afterwards,  when  I  saw  him, 
he  was  quite  well,  and  the  scarf-skin  of  the  inflamed  partis  sepa* 
rating. 

This  is  the  extent  of  what  I  have  observed  of  this  novel 
mode  of  treating  erysipelas,  and  which  has  surprised  as  it 
has  satisfied  me.  Sincerely  wishing  success  to  your  endea- 
vours to  improve  the  practical  part  of  your  profession, 

I  ami^  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  STORER* 


[In  several  of  oar  recent  Nnmbers,  we  have  given  papers  from  tlie  Amert- 
caa  Journals.  Some  of  these  periodicals  oontaiq  DiMneroiis  origioal  commtmi- 
cations  of  interest,  and  it  is  onr  ioteotioB  hereafter  to  insert  such  of  tbem  as 
are  of  sufficient  importance  and  as  oor  limits  will  admit  of,  immediately  after 
the  papers  of  onr  own  oontribntors*] 

AMPUTATION  AT  THE  HIP-JOINT. 

Successful  Amputation  at  the  Hip-Joint.  By  Valei7tike  Mott, 
M.D.  Profestor  of  Snidery  at  Rutgers  Medical  Collie,  New 
York.     (Condensed  from  the  PhUadelphia  Journal.) 

It  is  now  generally  understood  that  surgical  operations  are. 
not  to  be  performed  until  all  other  curative  measures  have 
^  proved  unavailing,  or  the  life  of  the  individual  cannot  hfc  saved, 
unless  some  part  oe  sacrificed  for  the  preservation  of  thewhoie. 
We  have,  nevertheless,  reason  to  rejoice  that,  under  exc^ed^ 
ingly  unfavourable  circumstances,  these  dreaded  resources  of 
our  art  afford  a  rational  prospect  of  success,  freouently  enabling 
us  to  arrest  or  remote  morbid  affections,  otnerwise  beyond 
the  reach  of  cure,  and  to  prolong  valuable  lives  in  a  state  of 
comparative  ease.  Were  we  disposed  to  enter  upon  such  an 
inquiry,  it  might  be  advantageous  to  determine  how  far  the 
outcry  against  surgical  operations  (doubdess  just  in  numerous 
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iofttaaoes,)  has  proved  detrimentai  (o  the  interests  of  iioma* 
iiity,  by  causing  the  koife  to  be  withheld  in  many  cases  where 
an  mtrepid  and  skilful  employment  of  it  would  have  been  fol« 
lowied  by  the  restoration  oi  health,  and  the  avoidance  of  the 
escmciatiog  sufferings  so  often  endured  for  a  long  time  pre* 
vious  to  the  death  of  such  patients.     Without  discussing  this 
topic,  however,  we  may  be  permitted  to  state  our  belief  that 
a  great  number  of  persons  are  annually  committed  to  the 
grave,  because  proper  sur^al  measures  are  not  enforced,  and 
that  these  are  as  often  withheld  from  timidity,  prejudice,  or 
ignorann^e,  as  from  any  valid  objection. 
.  Amputation  at  the  aip-joint  is  an  operation  but  seldom  re« 
quired)  aad  always  attended  with  great  peril,  both  to  the  life 
of  the  patient  and  the  reputation  of  the  surgeon ;  but  neither 
of  these  circumstances  are  sufficient  to  justify  any  one  in  as- 
serting that  this  operation  ought  not  to  be  performed ,  or  that  it 
may  not  in  a  majority  of  cases  prove  successful,  if  it  be  not 
too  long  deferred.    The  following  case  may  prove  serviceable 
to  the  profession,  by  showing  that  the  operation  may  be  ad- 
vantageously attempted  in  a  patient  who  would  otherwise 
have  speedily  sunk  under  his  disease.     It  is  moreover  inte- 
resting from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  the  first  amputa-' 
tion  at  the  hip-joint  successfully  performed  in  this  country, 
as  fat  asi  our  present  inf4ormation  ejitends* 

George  Bjles^  a  healthy  boy,  ten  years  old,  broke  his  thigh 
about  two-^thirds  of  its  length  frOai  the  bip-joint  (  two  days  after, 
flints  aad  band&ge's  were  firmly  (and  injudiciotsly)  applied,  which 
produced  great  distress,  and  were  removed  at  the  instigation  of 
the  boy.  Physick's  modification  of  Desault's  splint  was  prepared 
by  the  physician  then  called  in,  who  pointed  out  to  the  father, 
previous  to  its  application,  a  projecting  point  on  the  outside  of  the 
thigh,  which  was  the  extremity  of  the  superior  fragment,  which, 
by  the  improper  pressure,  was  nearly  forced  through  the  integu- 
ments*  The  bone  being  properly  coaptated,  the  long  splint  was 
then  applied. 

About  three  weeks  subsequent  to  this  period,  another  physician 
was  called  in,  who  recommended  the  employment  of  the  inclined 
plane,  which  was  adopted,  the  boards  forming  it  having  pegs  at 
the  side.  The  boy  stated  that,  during  his  confinement  to  this  in* 
clined  plane  for  several  weeks,  he  had,  in  tossing  restlessly  about, 
injured  the  thigh  oh  the  inside  just  above  the  condyle,  which 
produced  a  sinous  opening  leading  to  the  fractured  bone.  It  iH 
Diost  probidble,  ^however,  that  the  sinus  was  formed  and  pointing, 
when  it  struck  against  the  peg  and  opened. 

He  was  brought  kito  tJie  city  of  New  York  on  the  7th  of  Sep- 
tember^ 1824^  at  which  time  we  first  saw  him.  His  countenance 
was  expressive  of  much  anguish,  with  a  white  tongue  and  feeble 
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pulse;  his  right  limb  was  much  enlarged  on  the  outside,  resembling 
a  case  of  spina  ventosa.  To  the  touch  it  was  hard  and  irregular^ 
was  exceedingly  tender,  and  when  pressed  gave  esicruciating  pain. 
The  sifrelling  extended  to  the  great  trochanter,  gradually  diminish- 
ing towards  the  top  of  the  thigh.  Opposite  to  the  greatest  enlarge- 
ment was  a  sinus,  discharging  a  thin  sanious  fluid,  leading  to  the 
middle  of  the  thigh-bone^  which  was.  perfectly  carious.  During 
two  weeks  succeeding  his  arrival  in  the  city,  medicines  were  admi- 
nistered with  a  view  of  allaying  irritation,  and  imparting  tone  to 
the  system,  but  hectic  and  nightrsweatg,  notwithstanding,  super- 
vened. As  ulceration  began  to  occur  by  the  side  of  the  tibia,  and 
all  the  symptoms  became  worse,  it  was  resolved  to  amputate  at 
the  hip-jointy  as  the  only  chance  of  saving  the  life  of  the  patient. 

On  the  7th  of  October,  1824,  the  patient,  after  having  passed  a 
comfortable  night,  was  placed  upon  the  table  in  order  to  be  ope- 
rated on.  An  incision  was  made  over  the  femoral  artery,  as  it 
emerges  from  under  the  femoral  arch,  and  the  vessel  secured  by 
ligature.  While  feeling  on  the  outside  of  the  artery  for  the  lesser 
trochanter,  the  pulsation  of  a  vessel,  apparently  but  little  smaller 
than  the  femoral  artery,  immediately  below  the  ligature,  convinced 
us  that  in  this  case  the  profunda  femoris  was  given  off  above  the 
femoral  arch,  as  we  occasionally  find  it.  This  vessel  was  taken  up. 

Lisfranc's  knife  was  then  introduced  between  the  artery  and 
bone,  and  carried  through  close  by  the  neck  of  the  femur  towards 
the  tuber  ischii,  thus  forming  the  inner  flap.  The  external  flap 
was  formed  by  cutting  from  without  inwards.  The  hemorrhage 
/from  the  veins  and  small  arteries  was  considerable  when  the  inci- 
sions were  made,  and  numerous  vessels  were  taken  up  :  but  com- 
paratively little  blood  was  lo^t  during  the  operation,  and  the  patient 
was  put  to  bed  shortly  after  it  was  completed.  After  the  inner 
flap  was  cut,  some  of  the  surgical  attendants  examined  the  lesser 
trochanter,  pronounced  that  the  head  of  the  bone  was  not  diseased. 
In  order  to  satisfy  the  doubts  expressed,  the  bone  was  sawed 
through  the  lesser  trochanter,  when  it  was  found  to  be  of  the  con- 
sistence of  cheese,  being  denuded  of  periosteum  on  the  outerside 
up  towards  the  joint,  and  requiring  to  be  removed,  which  was 
afterwards  done,  as  originally  contemplated. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  us  to  enter  into  the  detail  of  symp- 
toms and  treatment  subsequent  to  the  operation,  as  nothing  oc-> 
curred  worthy  of  note,  except  various  degrees  of  irritation  of  the 
stomach  and  whole  system,  previous  to  the  coming  away  of  the 
ligatures.  The  treatment  consisted  in  regulating  the  diet,  and 
administering  anodyne  and  tonic  medicines^  according  to  circum. 
stances. 

On  the  15th  of  October,  eight  days  from  the  operation,  two- 
thirds  of  the  stump  was  healed  by  the  first  intention.  Between 
the  17th  and  31»t  of  October,  all  the  ligatures,  seventeen  in  num- 
ber, were  removed ;  and  by  the  2Qth  of  November  the  whole  stump 
was  effectually  healed,  and  tjie  boy  had  become  fat  and  lusty, 
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There  can  bo  no  doubt  but  that  this  limb  mi^ht  have  been  saved 
without  diificulty,  had  the  proper  treatment  been  instituted  when 
the  accident  occurred.  When  it  came  under  our  charge,  nothing 
short  of  the  operation  above  related  could  have  saved  this  boy's  life. 
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Elements  of  Physics,  or  Natural  Philosophy ,  Oeneral  and  Medt" 
cat,  explained  independently  of  Technical  Mathematics.  By  N* 
A&NOTT,  M.D.  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians. — 8vo.  pp. 
XXXV,  611.     Underwood,  London,  1827. 

Although  the  term  **  physical"  still  remains  in  the  title  of 
our  Journal,  yet  it  has  become  so  entirely  a  "  medical"  peri- 
odicaly  that  we  scarcely  regard  works  on  natural  philosophy 
as  coming  within  the  scope  of  o^r  critical  labours.    But  the 
'  volume  before  us  is  so  peculiar  in  itself,  bears  so  much  upon 
medical  topics,  and  is  withal  so  excellent,  that  we  should  re* 
gard  ourselves  as  wanting  in  attention  to  the  interests  of  our 
readers  if  we  neglected  to  introduce  it  to  their  notice,  and  to 
recommend  it  very  strongly  to  their  perusal.     To  medical 
students  especially  it  must  prove  highly  useful,  and  ought 
to  be  on  the  shelves  of  all  those  wno  are  desirous  of  ac- 
quiring not  merely  a  limited  and  partial  knowledge  of  par- 
ticular facts,  but  who  would  understand  the  great  laws  which 
regulate  the  actions  of  the  human  body  in  common  with  all 
otner  matter.     The  application  of  physics  to  the  objects  of 
our  profession  is  indeed  very  extensive,  and  embraces  some 
of  the  most  important  branches  of  natural  philosophy.     The 
limbs,  for  example,  are  all  dependent  on  the  general  principles 
of  mechanics;  the  bones,  joints,  muscles,  and  tendons,  are 
but  so  many  levers,  hinges,  and  pulleys ; — the  heart  and  blood- 
vessels obey  the  laws  of  hydraulics  ;  the  lungs  of  pneuma" 
tics  /  the  eye  of  optics  ;  and  the  ear  of  acoustics.     These 
considerations  ought  to  have  weight,  independent  of  a  know- 
ledge of  natura.1  pnilsophy  being  an  essential  part  of  a  liberal 
education,  such  as  every  practitioner  ought  to  possess,  and 
such  as  the  multiplied  facilities  of  acquiring  knowledge  place 
within  the  reach  of  every  one. 

It  is  not  our  object,  of  course,  to  enter  into  the  general  de- 
tails of  a  work  orthis  nature ;  but  we  shall  select  some  parts 
which  are  calculated  to  show  the  conae^ioa  between  the  con« 
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tebts  of  the  volume  and  those  8abjecta  which  more  peeuUarly 
belong  to  out  profesBion.  We  hope,  too^  that  the  specimens 
we  give  will  induce  our  readers  to  seek  for  that  connected  and 
satisfactory  information  which  can  only  be  obtained  from  a 
perusal  of  the  whole. 

Under  the  head  of  Animal  and  Medical  Mechanics,  we 
have  some  interesting  remarks  on  the  mechanism  of  the  ske- 
leton, particularly  of  the  skull ;  a  part  of  the  subject  also  well 
illustrated  by  Mr.  C.  Bell,  in  his  anatomical  writings,  and 
still  more  in  his  oral  lectures.  ^Next,  perhaps  scarcely  second 
in  interest  as  a  piece  of  mechanism,  is  the  spine,  the  strength, 
elasticity,  and  flexibility  of  which  are  severally  pointed  out ; 
considerations  which  naturally  lead  to  the  following  remarks 
connected  with  spinal  distortions  : 

"  To  the  well-being  of  the  higher  classes  of  animals,  exercise  of 
their  various  'parts  is  as  necessary  as  nourishment,  and,  if  it  be 
withheld  by  any  cause  during  the  period  of  growth,  the  body  is 
often  crippled  permanently.  The  overflow  of  life  and  energy 
which  nature  has  given  to  young  creatures  to  prompt  them  to  use" 
ful  exertion,  is  seen  in  the  ever-changing  occupation  of  a  child,  in 
the  quick  succession  of  its  ideas,  in  its  jumping  and  skipping,  and 
using  all  sorts  of  round-ahout  action  that  may  expend  muscular 
energy,  instead  of  seeking,  as  in  after-life,  to  accomplish  its  ends 
in  the  shortest  ways  :  and  the  same  law  is  illustrated  among  the 
inferior  animals,  by  the  play  of  kittens,  puppies,  lambs,  &c. 

"  Strongly  as  nature  has  thus  expressed  herself  upon  the  im- 
portant subject  of  exercise  among  the  young,  tyrant  fashioni  with 
a  usual  perversion  of  common  sense,  has  of  late  times,  in  England, 
formed  a  school  discipline  for  young  women  of  the  higher  classes, 
which  wars  directly  with  nature's  dictate ;  and  the  consequences 
have  been  such,  that  a  stranger  arriving  here  from  China  might 
almost  suppose  it  the  design  to  make  crooked  and  weak  spines  by 
our  school  discipline,  as  it  is  the  design  in  China  to  make  little  feet 
by  the  iron  shoe.    The  result  is  the  more  striking,  because  the 
brothers  of  the  female  victims,  and  who  of  course  have  similar  con* 
stitutions,  are  robust,  healthy,  and  well  formedi    A  peasant  girl 
is  allowed  to  obey  her  natural  feeling  when  her  spirits  are  buoyant, 
and  at  proper  times  may  dance,  and  skip,  and  run,  until  healthy 
exhaustion  ask  that  repose,  which  is  equally  allowed ;  and  she 
thus  grows  up  strong  and  straight:  but  the  young  lady  is  receiv- 
ing constant  admonition  to  curb  all  propensity  to  such  vulgar  acti- 
vity, and  often,  Justus  she  subdues  nature,  she  receives  the  praise 
of  being  well-bred.     Her  multifarious  studies  come  powerfully  in 
aid  of  the  admonition,  by  fixing  her  for  many  hours  every  day  to 
sedentary  employment.    This  adoption  of  sedentary  habits  is  not 
only  hurtful,  by  preventing  the  natural  extent  and  variety  of  ex- 
ercise, and  thereby  weakening  the  whole  body,  but  is  rendered 
particularly  injurious  to  the  back,  by  the  m^inner  in  which  the 
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aitlin;  ift  musHj  performed .  It  woaM  b^  acoowited  graiit  .cnieliy 
to  make  a  delicate  young  creature  tftfimd  all  day>  because  the  legs 
would  lire;  but  this  very  cruelty  is  almost  in  oonsUnt.  operation 
agetfiBt  the  back,  as  if  backs  would  not  tire  as  ,weU  as  legs.  When 
a  girl  is  allowed  to  sit  down  because  she  has  been  long  standing, 
preat  care  is  taken  that  the  muscles  of  the  back>  which  still  remain 
in  action  as  she  sits(>  shall  not  be  at  iall  relieved ;  for,  from  the 
idea  that  it  is  ungraceful  to  loll,  she  is  either  put  upon  a  stool 
which  has  no  back  at  all,  or  upon  a  very  narrow  chair  with  a  per- 
pendicular back.  The  stool  relieves  her  spine  more  than  the 
chair,  because  it  allows  of  bending  in  different  ways,  so  as  to  rest 
the  different  sets  of  muscles  alternately ;  but  the  chair  forces  her 
to  keep  the  spine  quite  upright  and  nearly  unmoved.  The  conse* 
quence  soon  is,  that,  being  first  weakened  generally  by  sedentary 
habits,  and  the  back  being  still  farther  weakened  by  excessive 
fatigue,  the  spine  gives  way  in  some  part  and  bends^  and  the  cur- 
vature becomes  permanent.  In  this  bending  the  spine  is  sometimes 
partially  rotated,  so  as  to  show  from  behind  that  waving  profile 
which  should  only  be  seen  from  the  side.  At  other  times,  the  ver- 
tebrae and  intervening  substance  merely  become  thinner  on  one 
side,  from  the  continued  pressure  and  weakness.  When  a  bend 
takes  place  in  one  situation,  it  immediately  occasions  an  opposite 
bend  above  or  below  it,  to  bring  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  upper 
parts  directly  over  the  base  again ;  and  hence  the  curve  becomes 
double,  likd'an  Italic  yi 

**  When  the  inclination  of  the  back  has  once  begun,  it  is  very 
soon  increased  by  the  means  used  to  cure  it.  Strong  stiff  stays 
are  put  on,  to  support  the  back,  as  it  is  said,  but  which  in  reality, 
by  preventing  those  muscles  from  acting  which  are  intended  by 
nature  aa  the  supports,  cause  them  to  lose  their  strength,  and, 
when  the  stays  are  withdrawn,  the  body  can  no  longer  support 
itself.  Longer  sittings  in  the  narrow  upright  chair  are  then  re- 
commended, and  sometimes  the  back  is  forcibly  stretched  by 
pulleys,  or  the  patient  is  kept  all  day  and  night  lying  on  an  inclined 
board,  and  losing  her  health,  &c.  Sec.  The  only  things  forgotten 
are  to  give  proper  exercise  in  the  air«  and  to  let  the  child  rest  when 
she  is  not  taking  such  exercise.  The  prejudice  had  at  last  grown 
up,  that  strong  stays  should  be  put  upon  children  very  early  to 
prevent  the  first  beginnings  of  the  mischief,  and  that  a  child  should 
always  be  .made  to  sit  on  the  straight-backed  chair,  or  to  lie  on  the 
hard  plane :  and  it  is  probable  thqit,  if  these  cures  and  preventives 
bad  been  adopted  as  universally  and  strictly  as  many  deemed 
them  necessary,  we  should  not  have  in  England  a  young  lady 
whose  back  would  be  straight  or  strong  enough  to  bear  the  weight 
of  her  shoulders  and  head.  It  would  disgust  us  to^  see  the  attempt 
made  to  improve  the  strength  and  shape  of  a  young  race-horse  or 
greyhound,  by  binding  tight  splints  or  stays  round  its  beautiful 
young  body,  and  then  tying  it  up  in  a  stall;  but  this  is  the  kind  of 
absurdity  and  cruelty  so  commonly  practised  in  this  country  to- 
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wards  what  may  well  be  called  the  most  faultless  of  created 
things* 

**  A  pernicious  prejudice,  with  respect  to  this  curvature  or  dis^ 
tortioD  of  the  spine,  long  existed, — vis*  that  it  was  a  scrofuious 
affection;  and  many  mothers  hid  it  from  those  about  them,  and 
sought  remedy  from  quacks  far  from.home.  Indeed,  until  within 
a  few  years,  it  was  altogether  the  province  of  some  irregular  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  to  manage  spine  diseases^  ;and  it  became  to 
them  a  rich  source  of  wealth ;  for  many  of  their  remedies  being 
calculated  to  prolong  the  evil,  thej  did  not  soon  lose  their  patients* 

"  A  man  of  considerable  note  in  this  class  lately  pronounced  a 
case  of  crooked  spine,  which  fell  into  his  hands,  to  be  a  dislocation 
of  the  whole  middle  part  of  it;  and,  in  the  published  account  of 
the  treatment  which  he  said  had  effected  a  cure,  he  had  the  folly 
to  assert  that^each  day,  by  his  various  operations,  he  replaced  one 
vertebra  of  the  number  dislocated,  until  at  last  the  whole  were  re- 
stored. He  thus  accused  himself  of  having  torn  each  vertebra 
from  those  about  it,  and  of  treating  a  dislocated  spine  as  that  nian 
would  treat  a  dislocated  arm,  who  should  break  the  bone  into 
pieces  of  an  inch,  and  replace  these  successively,  instead  of  letting 
the  whole  return  as  a  single  piece,  in  the  common  way. 

**  The  practice  in  spine  cases,  however,  has  now  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  informed  profession,  and  science  having  detected  the 
true  causes  of  the  evil,  its  frequency  is  already  diminished.  It  has 
been  shown  that  nothing  is  easier  than  to  prevent  it,  and  that  the 
best  cures  are  those  conducted  on  the  general  principles  of  improv- 
ing the  health  of  the  patient,  and  of  using  exercises  which  directly 
strengthen  the  affected  part. 

*'  Some  might  expect  here  a  long  description  of  machines  em- 
ployed in  the  treatment  of  such  affections ;  but  fortunately  the  list 
of  the  only  ones  which  are  useful  or  safe  is  very  short:  ^a  sofa  to 
rest  upon,  and  choice  of  pleasant  means  of  taking  exercise,  --.  suck 
as  the  skipping-rope,  shuttlecock,  dumb-bells,  a  rope*ladder  to 
climb,  a  winch  to  turn,  &c.;  and  sometimes,  where  it  is  much 
desired  that  the  young  lady  should  continue  her  lessons  of  music 
in  a  sitting  attitude,  a  chair  may  be  u^ed,  having  an  overhanging 
canopy  or  crane,  from  which  straps  descend  to  support  the  head 
and  shoulders,  while  proper  weights,  fixed  to  cords  from  these 
straps,  and  acting  over  pulleys,  give  the  required  support.  The 
author  has  had  a  small  light  crane  of  wood  made,  which  answers 
the  purpose  well,  and  may  be. attached  to  a  common  chair.  It 
would  be  out  of  place  here  to  detail  those  particulars  of  constitU). 
tional  treatment  which  so  usefully  aid  the  effects  of  suitable  exer« 
cise.'*  (P.  198,)  ' 

The  mechanism  of  the  other  parts  is  afterwards  described, 
and  the  necessity  of  a  constant  attention  to  the  laws  of  me- 
chanics in  the  treatment  of  fractures  and  dislocations,  and  the 
great  and  useless  torment  which  a  neglect  of  them  frequently 
gives  rise  to,  is  strikingly  illustrated. 
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•■  ^ 

On  the  mechanism  of  various  surgical  instruments^  we  bare 
the  following  observations : 

"  Midwifery  forceps.'-TheljiaLdes  beyond  the  joint  or  fulcrum 
being  longer  than  the  handles,  the  pressure  on  the  child's  head  is 
less  than  that  made  bv  the  hand,  out  it  should  always  be  kept 
present  to  the  mind  ofhim  who  uses  the  instrument.  The  substi* 
tute  for  the  forceps  proposed  by  the  author,  and  described  in  the 
section  on  Pneumatics^  it  is  hoped,  will  save  infant  life  and  mater- 
nal suffering,  in  many  eases  where  unpractised  hands  might  try 
the  forceps  in  vain, 

"  The  vecdSf  or  lever  used  instead  of  the  forceps  to  advance  the 
child's  head  in  parturition,  is  a  very  dangerous  instrument  in  un- 
skilful hands.  In  fact,  whenever  it  is  used  as  a  lever,  in  the  most 
common  sense  of  the  word,  it  is  a  piece  of  unskilful  cruelty.  Sup- 
pose any  part  of  the  pelvis  to  be  made  the  fulcrum  of  this  lever, 
the  soft  parts  between  the  bone  and  the  instrument  are  bruised 
ivfth  the  whole  force  of  the  hand,  and  with  twice  or  three  times  as 
much  if  the  resistance  be  nearer  to  the  fulcrum  than  to  the  hand. 
The  instrument  can  only  be  safely  used,  by  the  operator  making 
%  one  of  his  hands  the  fulcrum,  while  the  other  is  used  as  the  power^ 
or  by  his  using  one  hand  so  as  to  answer  both  purposes ;  and  then 
there  is  a  resemblance  between  the  action  of  the  vectis  and  that  of 
a  hook. 

**  The  levator,  of  lever  for  raising  tbq  broken  and  depressed  por- 
tion of  the  skull  in  trepanning,  has  a  fulcrum  attached  to  it.  Care 
should  be  taken  to  place  this  f\ilcrum  where  its  pressure  cannot  be 
injurious. 

•*  The  circular,  or  crottm  saw  of  the  trephine,  should  be  turned. or 
wf  rked  with  a  quick  motion  and  gentle  pressure,  for  the  reason 
given  ^t  page  156,  when  describing  cutting  instruments.  The  ob. 
jeet  is  thereby  sooner  and  better  attained,  and  the  head  of  the 
patient  is  shaken  much  less. 

"  For  the  same  reason,  a  light  and  quick  motion  of  the  saw  should 
be  used  in  dividing  the  bone  in  amputations :  there  is  thus  less 
jarring  and  an  easier  division. 

'^  In  using  the  amputation  hnife^  also,  the  speed,  neatness,  a,nd 
success  of  the  operation,  are  all  Favoured  by  mixing  the  drawing 
or  saw  motion  in  the  knife  with  the  pressure  towards  the  bone. 

'*  These  last  observations  are  of  a  hundred  similar  which  might  be 
made  to  prove  of  what  vital  importance  it  is  for*a  surgeon  to  have 
familiarity  with  the  use  of  tools  or  instruments.  Perhaps  a  person 
cannot  acquire  this  better  than  by  amusing  himself  with  some  work 
of  carpentry.  Manual  dexterity,  and  a  little  readiness  at  mecha- 
nical contrivance,  so  frequently  prove  of  importance  to  persons  in 
all  stations,  that  it  is  surprising  why,  in  systems  of  general  edu- 
cation, the  matter  has  not  received  greater  aUenlio|i.  If  a  hand- 
less  or  awkward  man  embrace  the  medical  profession,  and  unfor- 
tunately attempt  to  practise  surgery  or  midwifery,  althpugh  he  be 
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possessed  of  brilliant  intellect,  he  may  fail  in  almost  ereiry  thing 
which  he  attempts. 

''  The  tootk'key  is  an  instrument  found  in  the  hands  of  almost 
every  body  who  pretends  even  to  ihe  lowest  degree  of  skill  in  the 
healing  art :  and  there  is  perhaps  scarcely  a  day  passing,  in  which 
teeth  are  not  broken,  and  jaws  splintered,  and  gums  bruised  even 
to  sloughing,  by  the  unskilful  or  awkward  use  of  it.  The  common 
tooth,  key  may  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  wheel  and  axle,  with 
the  hand  acting  on  two  spokes  of  the  wheel  to  move  it«  while  the 
tooth  is  drawn  to  the  axle  by  the  claw,  and  is  drawn  out  as  the 
axle  turns.  The  gum  and  alveolar  process  of  the  jaw  form  the 
support  on  which  the  axle  rolls.  The  common  errors  of  the  ope- 
ration of  tooth-drawing  by  the  key  are  these  :— 

**  1st.  Turning  it  towards  that  side  where  the  adjoining  te6th  are 
too  close  for  the  moved  tooth  to  pass,  without  either  being  broken 
itself  or  breaking  one  of  them.  Sometimes  two  teeth  are  thus 
drawn  instead  of  one. 

**  2d.  Neglecting  the  natural  inclination  of  the  tooth.  By  wind- 
ing it  round  in  the  direction  in  which  it  already  inclines,  and  in 
accordance  with  a  bend  which  is  generally  found  in  the  tooth  it- 
self, the  operation  is  easy  and  safe;  while,  if  drawn  in  the  opposite 
way,  it  not  unfrequently  breaks  or  splinters  the  part  of  the  jaw- 
bone in  which  it  sticks. 

**  dd.  If  the  tooth-claw  is  blunt,,  and  its  point  slips  high  upon 
the  tooth,  it  then  acts  almost  directly  across,  and  is  very  apt  to 
break  the  tooth. 

^'  4th.  And  unless  the  axle  or  fulcrum  of  the  key  be  made  to  rest 
as  evenly  as  possible  on  the  gum,  it  will  tear  or  very  much  injure  the 
gum.  It  should  bear  or  rest,  if  possible,  over  the  part  of  the  bone 
in  which  the  tooth  is  set ;  for  otherwise,  as  when  a  back  tooth  is 
drawn  with  the  instrument  resting  on  a  part  considerably  anterior  to 
it,  the  twist  produced  is  painful,  and  there  is  danger  of  splintering. 
—A  man  whose  study  or  reflection  has  suggested  these  remarks, 
and  who  then  operates  leisurely  a  few  times  on  the  dead  subject, 
will  be  able  to  give  instant  and  safe  relief  to  most  intense  suffering. 
And  it  is  hardly  excusable  in  any  medical  man  who  may  be  placed 
where  a  dentist  cannot  be  procured,  to  neglect  acquiring  a  talent 
so  easy  and  useful. 

"  Some  dentists  pull  teeth  directly  out  by  a  strong  forceps  made 
for  the  purpose ;  others  use  a  forceps  in  the  manner  of  the  tooth, 
key,  by  resting  one  side  of  it  on  the  gum  as  a  fulcrum.  In  this 
case  the  resting  side  is  formed  like  the  bolster  of  a  tooth-key.  But 
much  more  in  all  cases  depends  on  the  dexterity  of  the  operator 
than  on  the  form  of  the  instrument. 

"  Steel  trusses  for  ruptures  are  one  of  the  blessings  to  suffering 
humanity  which  modern  ingenuity  has  supplied.  From  the  un- 
healthy employments  of  some  men  in  society,  and  the  diiisipation 
or  unnatural  modes  of  living  of  others,  debilitated  constitutions  are 
frequenti  and  are  often  transmitted  to  offspring.    One  of  the  Ia« 
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ipentable  ejects  is  tlint  weaknese  of  lha#idQ&  of  cavitifs  ip  parti- 
cular points,  which  allows  the  protrusion  undqf  the  skin  of  the 
living  parts  from  within.  The  oqcurrence  is  called  hernia,  or  rup- 
ture :  the  most  common  hernia  is  that  of  the  intestines,  through 
the  groins. 

"  Formerly  this  occurrence  disabled  for  life.  A  man  who  had 
it  was  discharged  from  the  army  or  navy ;  he  could  not  ride  on 
horseback,  or  take  usual  exercise;  he  could  not  lift  a  weight;  and, 
in  a  word,  he  was  often  a  miserable  burden  to  himself  and  others. 
Now,  by  fitting  the  pad  of  a  good  8t.eel  truss  to  the  part>  the  rup- 
ture is  restrained  permanently,  and  as  perfectly  as  it  could  be  for 
a  moment  by  the  hand  of  a  skilful  surgeon.  The  truss  is  put  on 
and  off  with  almost  as  little  reflection  or  trouble  as  a  part  of  the 
ordinary  dress,  and  the  mi^  becomes  again  as  fit  for  all  the  duties 
of  life  a^  if  he  were  without  his  ailment. 

'*  The  pld  form  of  the  ^teel  truss  was  that  of  a  half  or  three- 
quarter  hoop,  so  bent  and  tempered  that,  when  put  upon  the  pa- 
tient, ope  end  with  a  pad  uponit  pressed  inwards  with  a  given  force 
on  the  opening  by  which  the  rupture  protruded.  The  defects  in 
this  kind  of  truss  are»  that  it  is  difficult  to  make  it  fit  exactly ;  it 
is  rather  troublesome  to  put  on  and  off;  and  it  bends  or  presses 
disagreeably  all  round  the  body. 

^'  The  other  kind,  which  is  free  from  these  defects,  consists  of  a 
little  more  than  hialf  a  hoop,  with  a  pad  at  each  end :  one  of  the 
pads  supports  the  weakness,  and  the  other  rests  upon  the  centre  Qf 
the  back,  to  bear  all  the  strain  there,  while  the  hoop  itself  hangs 
loosely  on >  the  side  of  the  body.  This  truss  almost  falls  into  its 
place  of  itself,  and  needs  no  fastenings :  the  same  truss  fits  all 
persons  of  one  size,  whatever  their  shape;  and  the  strength  may 
De  adjusted  by  changing  the  number  of  the  springs  of  which  the 
hoop  consists.  ** 

'^  ToumiquetSf  crutcheSf  splints^  Sfc,  ^c.  are  so  simple  in  all  re- 
spects as  not  to  merit  special  notice  here. 

^^  This  section  contains  some  of  the  reflections  which  occur  to  a 
person  familiar  with  mechanical  philosophy,  in  contemplating  the 
human,  skeleton,  and  the  more  complete  such  a  person's  know- 
ledge is  of  anatomy,  physiology,  surgery^  and  medicine,  the  more 
numerous  will  be  tne  professional  objects  on  which  this  philosophy 
will  shed  a  light  dissipating  doubt  and  error.  The  author  has  not 
entered  into  more  minute  detail,  becausie  it  would  have  been  en* 
croaching  upon  the  office  of  those  who  teach  particular  depart- 
ments ;  a^d  because  he  thinks  that  any  one^  who  is  not  enabled  by 
the  examples  here  giyen  to  make  the  applications  of  the  general 
laws  to  all  possible  cases,  may  ^count  the  study  of  the  healing 
artunsuited  to  the  facultief  withyrhich  he  is  endowed.^  (P.  220.) 

A  section  is  deroted  to  the  doctrines  of  Fluidity  in  relation 
to  Animals,  in  which  the  phenomena  attending  the  circula- 
tion of  tte  blood  is  first  described.     Into  this  discussion  it  is 
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not  our  intention  to  enter:  we  may  merely  remark^  that  our 
author  attributes  little  effect  to  the  ^'  suction  power*'  of  the 
heart  or  chest  in  effecting  the  circulation,  while  he  regards 
the  action  of  the  capillaries  as  of  primary  importance.  His 
arguments  against  the  doctrine  which  attributes  the  retura 
of  the  blood  through  the  veins  to  atmospheric  pressure,  will 
be  found  in  our  notice  of  Mr.  Searle's  answer  to  Dr. 
Barry,  in  the  Number  of  this  Journal  for  June.* 

The  Circulation  through  the  Head  is  ill  understood  by 
many,  notwithstanding  the  interesting  papers  of  Dr.  Kelly 
and  Dr.  Carson  on  this  subject.  In  the  work  before  us,  it 
IS  well  explained  in  the  following  passage : 

**  The  head  may  be  considered  as  an  air-tight  vessel  or  cavity 
of  bone,  containing  chiefly  brain  and  blood,  and  of  which  the 
openings  are  in  communication  with  the  blood-vessels  leading  to 
and  from  the  heart.  The  atmospheric  pressure,  therefore,  always 
keeps  the  head  full,  as  it  keeps  the  top  of  a  syphon  fall ;  and, 
because  the  substance  of  the  brain  does  not  sensibly  change  its  bulk 
by  any  ordinary  degree  of  pressure,  there  must  always  be  the  same 
quantity  of  blood  in  the  head,  how  much  soever  the  quantity  may 
vary  in  the  body  generally.  Regard  to  this  important  truth,  made 
intelligible  by  the  discovery  of  the  true  nature  of  atmospheric 
pressure,  enables  us  to  explain  many  hitherto  obscure  facts,  both 
in  health  and  in  disease. 

**  If  from  any  cause  the  arteries  in  the  head  become  too  full  of 
blood,  in  the  same  proportion  the  veins  must  become  too  empty ;  or 
if  the  veins  be  too  full,  the  arteries  must  be  too  empty ;  and  in 
either  case  the  circulation  in  the  head  will  be  in  a  corresponding 
degree  impeded,  because,  when  any  confined  channel  is  narrowed 
or  diminished  in  one  part,  the  current  throughout  the  whole  is 
slackened.  Now,  as  insensibility  supervenes  when  the  supply  of 
fresh  blood  to  the  brain  is  interrupted,  and  death  follows  if  the 
interruption  continue  long,  it  seems  evident  that,  in  many  of  the 
cases  of  apoplexy,  where,  on  inspection,  there  is  found  nothing 
but  a  fulness  of  the  arteria)  or  of  the  venous  system  of  the  head, 
death  has  happened  merely  because  the  circulation  was  arrested 
in  this  way.  In  other  parts  of  the  body  not  circumstanced  like 
the  brain,  such  unequal  distribution  of  blood  happens  with  perfect 
impunity  to  the  individual. 

*'  Simple  increase  of  pressure  produced  by  the  blood  on  the 
brain,  provided  the  proper  balance  exist  between  the  quantity  in 
veins  and  arteries,  has  no  injurious  effect.  This  is  proved  by  the 
descent  of  a  person  in  the  diving-bell,  where,  at  thirty-four  feet 
under  the  surface  of  the  water,  the  body  is  bearing  an  additional 
pressure  of  fifteen  pounds  on  the  square  inch,  which  affects  the 

*  We  Ukewtse  beg  to  refer  to  the  paper  of  Dr.  Carson  in  the  preceding, 
and  of  Dr.  Armott  in  the  present.  Number  of  this  Joamal. 
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brain  through  the  blood-vessels,  just  as  much  as  any  other  part. — 
On  the  other  hand,  when  a  man  climbs  a  mountain,  or  ascends  in  a 
balloon,  the  brain  is  less  pressed  than  usual ;  but,  the  proper  ba- 
lance of  artery  and  vein  being  maintained,  no  inconvenience  is  felt 
from  this  cause.  The  inhabitants  of  some  of  the  valleys  among 
the  Andes  are  as  far  above  the  sea  as  they  would  be  at  the  top  of 
Mont  Blanc,  but  they  enjo^  good  health. 

''  As  the  box  of  the  cranium  encloses  the  brain  so  as  to  leave 
no  vacant  space,  it  is  evident  that,  when  the  heart  injects  blood 
with  unusual  violence,  the  strain  at  first  is  chiefly  borne  by  the 
cranium  itself,  and  not  by  the  coats  of  the  blood-vessels.  Hence 
the  arteries  of  the  brain  are  not  nearly  so  strong  as  those  of  other 
parts  of  the  body, 

*'  The  veins  of  the  brain  are  also  peculiar.  Common  veins 
would  collapse  by  any  sudden  tension  of  the  arteries,  and,  if  they 
did,  insensibility  or  death  would  ensue,  on  account  of  the  conse- 
quent stoppage  of  the  circulation.  The  chief  channels,  therefore, 
for  the  refluent  blood,  instead  of  being  common  compressible 
veins,  are  what  have  been  called  sinuses^  or  grooves  in  the  bone 
itself,  with  exceedingly  strong  membranous  coverings,  supported 
so  powerfully  that  the  whole  become  in  strength  little  inferior  to 
complete  channels  of  bone.  The  singular  deviation  in  the  struc- 
ture of  the  cerebral  veins  from  what  is  found  elsewhere,  and  with- 
out which  animal  existence  could  not  have  continued,  is  one  of 
those  particulars  which  powerfully  affect  the  contemplative  mind, 
as  proofs  of  the  design  which  has  planned  this  glorious  universe. 

'«  From  not  adverting  sufficiently  to  the  circumstance  which  we 
are  now  explaining,  of  the  cranium  being  a  vessel  which  is  always 
full,  and  will  only  hold  a  certain  quantity,  misconception  has  pre- 
vailed among  medical  men  with  respect  to  many  of  the  affections  of 
the  brain. 

**  It  has  been  said,^  for  instance,  that  the  substance  of  the  brain 
cannot  bear  pressure  with  impunity,  for  that  stupor  immediately 
follows  it,  however  produced.  Now  the  truth  is,  that  pressure 
produces  stupor  only  when  it  stops  the  circulation.  In  wounds 
with  loss  of  a  large  piece  of  the  cranium,  the  brain  will  bear  very 
rough  handling,  because,  if  compressed  in  one  part,  it  may  extend 
in  another,  and  the  circulation  remain  free.  But  if  the  wound  be 
small,  pressure  made  through  it  instantly  affects  the  whole  brain, 
and  the  blood  from  below  is  prevented  from  entering. — Let  one 
reflect  for  an  instant  on  what  happens  to  the  head  of  the  child 
during  parturition,  how  often  it  comes  into  the  world  elongated 
and  bent,  almost  as  if  it  were  of  soft  clay,  and  for  the  time  hide- 
ous :  yet  the  child  lives  and  thrives  as  well  as  if  nothing  of  the 
kind  had  happened.  The  reason  is,  that  the  foetal  skull  is  soft,  and 
pressure  in  one  part  is  relieved  by  a  corresponding  bulging  or  ex- 
tension in  another,  and  the  blood  is  not  expelled. 

<'  Water  in  the  head,  again,  is  said  to  kill  by  this  fatal  pressure 
on  the  tender  brain;  but  in  reality  it  kills  by  mechanically  arrest- 
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mg  the  circulation.  Accordingly  we  see  that,  where  the  fontanelle 
still  remains  open,  or  where  the  sutures  or  joinings  of  the  skull 
yieldy  water  may  accumulate  to  a  great  degree  without  causing 
disturbance. 

^'  A  tumor  in  the  brain,  which  would  be  of  no  consequence  if  the 
brain  were  unconfined,  soon  becomes  fatal  by  checking  the  supply 
of  blood. 

'^  If  the  substance  of  the  brain  at  all  increase  and  diminish  in. 
bulk,  like  muscles,  &c.  in  the  body  below,  all  such  changes  must 
produce  a  considerable  effect  on  the  cerebral  circulation    and 
functions."  (P.  526.) 

The  only  other  part  of  this  subject  to  which  we  shall  allude 
is  contained  in  the  following  proposed  method  of  producing 
an  effect  analogous  to  venesection,  without  the  actual  abstrac* 
tion  of  blood* 

**  A  great  proportion  of  dangerous  diseases  involve  in  their  na- 
ture inflammation  of  some  vital  organ ;  and  inflammation  consists 
chiefly,  as  already  stated^  of  a  gorging  or  over. distention  of  the 
capillary  vessels  in  the  part.  The  nature  of  the  capillaries,  again, 
is  such  that,  when  not  constantly  filled  by  the  pressure  of  the  heart 
behind  them,  they  gradually  empty  themselves  towards  the  veins 
by  their  own  action, — as  is  seen  in  the  disappearance  of  a  mortal 
inflammation  soon  after  the  death  of  the  person  ;  in  the  fact  of  the 
arteries  being  emptied  of  blood  after  breathing  ceases,  &c.  Now, 
ever  since  medicine  deserved  the  name  of  an  art,  practitioners 
have  accounted  the  lancet  their  sheet-anchor  in  inflammatory  dis- 
ease; but  it  is  onlv  in  late  times,  after  the  circulation  of  the  blood 
was  understood,  that  they  have  known  the  rationale  of  the  remedy, 
—viz.  that  it  acts  by  diminishing  vascular  tension,  and  thence  the 
action  of  the  heart,  and  so  allowing  the  small  vessels  to  empty 
themselves  by  their  own  force,  and  to  recover  sufficiently  to  relsist 
the  return  of  an  excessive  load.  It  is  still  more  lately  that  they 
have  known  and  understood  how  much  more  suddenly  and  com- 
pletely the  disease  is  cured  by .  abstraction  of  a  small  quantity  of 
blood  80  rapidly  as  to  produce  fainting,  than  pf  a  much  larger  quan- 
tity 80  slowly  that  only  weakness  follows.  Judicious  treatment 
now  cures  inflammation  more  certainly  and  better  than  was  done 
formerly,  yet  with  much  smaller  loss  of  the  precious  blood,  and 
less  danger  of  those  diseases  of  weakness,  or  of  a  complete  break- 
ing-up  of  the  constitution,  which  often  follow  great  depletion.  To 
induce  faintness,  large  openings  into  the  veins  are  made,  and  often 
into  two  veins  at  once,  and  the  patient  is  kept  in  the  upright  atti- 
tude. Often  thus  an  inflamed  eye,  which  was  as  red  as  scarlet 
before  bleeding,  in  a  few  minutes  is  rendered  nearly  of  the  natural 
appearance ;  and  most  intense  inflammations  of  the  brain,  lungs, 
bowels,  &c.  yield  in  the  same  manner.  In  all  these  cases  the 
faintness  seems  to  be  equally  efficacious,  whether  it  happens  after 
the  loss  often  ounces  of  blood  or  of  fifty;  o/,  even  as  sometimes 
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occnrs,  without  bleeding  at  all,  after  merely  tying  tiie  arm  in  pre- 
paration. - 

^*  Reflection  upon  these  circumstances  led  the  author  to  think 
that,  in  certain  cases,  the  beneficial  effects  of  blood-letting  might 
be  attainable  by  the  very  simple  means  of  extensive  drif -cupping  ; 
that  is  to  say,  by  merely  diminishing  the  atmospherical  pressure 
on  a  considerable  part  of  the  body,  on  the  principle  of  the  cuppang 
glass  used  very  gently,  and  thus  suddenly  removing  for  a  time 
from  about  the  heart  a  quantity  of  blood  sufficient  to  produce 
faintness.  The  results  of  trial  have  been  such  as  to  give  great 
interest  to  the  -inquiry,  and  the  author's  first  leisure  will  be  de- 
voted to  the  prosecution  of  it.— An  air-tight  case  of  copper  or  tin 
plate  being  put  upon  a  limb,  and  closed  by  tying  its  leathern  collar 
round  the  limb  with  a  garter,  on  part  of  the  air  being  then  ex- 
tracted by  a  suitable  syringe,  in  an  instant  the  vessels  all  over  the 
limb  become  greatly  distended  with  blood ;  and,  as  the  blood  is 
suddenly  taken  from  the  centre  of  the  body,  faintness  is  produced, 
just  as  by  bleeding  from  a  vein.  The  excess  of  blood  may  be  re- 
tained in  the  limb  as  long  as  desired,  for  the  circulation  in  it  is 
not  impeded.  To  produce  a  powerful  effect  with  a  slight  diminu- 
tion of  pressure,  more  than  one  limb  must  be  operated  upon  at  the 
same  time. 

"  An  instrument  resembling  the  contrivance  now  described  was 
proposed,  about  twenty  years  ago,  by  a  non-professional  person, 
as  a  means  of  drawing  all  sorts  of  diseases  out  of  the  body  through 
the  pores  of  the  skin.  He  encloved^  leg  in  an  air-tight  case,  he 
then  admitted  steam  to  heat  the  limb,  and  relax  the  pores  of  the 
skin,  as  he  said,  and  then  he  worked  an  air-pump  to  draw  out  the 
disease.  He  called  the  engine  the  air-pump  vapour-^mik,  in 
various  cases,  where  its  true  action  was  desirable,  although  not 
understood  by  the  proposer,  nor  judiciously  managed,  it  proved 
beneficial."  (P.  533.) 

Under  the  heads  of  Respiration  and  Voice,  the  physiology 
of  these  functions  is  explained  in  the  same  simple  yet  scien- 
tific manner  which  characterises  the  other  parts  of  the  work ; 
but  theiy  are  both  too  voluminous  and  too  elementary  for 
quotation. 

The  doctrines  of  Fluidity,  illustrating  and  illustrated  by 
certain  phenomena  of  digestion,  is  likewise  an  interesting 
section.  The  following  observations  may  be  of  ute  to  those 
who  happen  to  be  called  upon  to  attend  persons  who  have 
swallowed  poison. 

**  As  a  pump  may  not  always  be  '{procurable  when  the  occasion 
for  it  arises,  it  is  important  for  the  profession  to  be  aware  that  a 
simple  tube  will,  in  many  cases,  answer  the  purpose  as  well,  if  not 
better.  If  ihe  tube  be  introduced,  and  the  body  of  the  patient  be 
so  placed  that  the  tube  forms  a  downward  channel  from  the  sto- 
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mach,  all  fluid  matter  will  escape  from  the  stomach  by  it^  as  water 
escapes  from  a  funnel  by  its  pipe ;  and  if  the  outer  end  of  the  tube 
be  kept  immersed  in  liquid,  there  will  be  during^  the  discharge  a 
pumping  action  of  considerable  power.  On  changing  the  posture 
of  the  body,  water  may  be  poured  in  through  the  same  tube  to  wash 
the  stomach.  Such  a  tube  might  be  rendered  a  syphon,  if  desired, 
the  necessary  preliminary  suction  being  made  by  the  mouth 
through  an  intervening  vessel.  • 

**  But  there  is  still  an  easier  mode  than  either  of  those  already 
described  of  dislodging  poison  from  a  torpid  stomach,  and  the 
author  has  used  it  successfully, — viz.  merely  to  place  the  patient 
80  that  his  mouth  shall  be  considerably  lower  than  the  stomach, — 
as  wh«a  a  man's  body  is  lying  on  a  sofa,  and  his  face  is  brougBt 
near  the  floor, ~and  then  to  press  on  the  stomach  with  the  hand. 
The  cardiac  orifice  opens  readily  in  such  a  case,  and  the  stomach 
empties  itself  like  any  other  inverted  vessel. 

*'  Useful  as  the  pump  may  prove  in  evacuating  the  stomach  upon 
occasions,  its  more  ancient  office  of  injecting  enema  is  still  the 
most  important:  and  recent  experience  seems  to  shew  that  the  in- 
jection of  fluid  per  anum  may  become  a  remedy  of  more  extensive 
utility  than  had  yet  been  suspected.  From  an  erroneous  opinion 
that  what  has  been  called  the  valve  of  the  coecum  acts  as  a  perfect 
valve,  allowing  passage  forwards  only,  few  practitioners  have 
ventured  to  order  much  liquid  to  be  injected,  for  fear  of  over- 
stretching or  bursting  the  lower  part  of  the  gut;  and  the  possibility 
of  relieving  disease  above  the  supposed  valve  had  scarcely  been 
contemplated.  It  is  now  ascertained,  however,  that  fluid  may  be 
safely  injected  even  until  it  reach  the  stomach.  Perhaps  few,  if 
any,  cases  of  obstruction  of  bowels- could  resist  the  gentle  force  of 
penetrating  water;  and,  if  so,  a  mechanical  remedy  of  certain 
«ffectmay  be  substituted  for  the  drastic  purgatives  and  pernicious 
bleedings  now  used,  and  often  used  in  vain. 

**  From  what  has  been  said  above  of  the  abdomen  and  the  intes- 
tinal canal,  it  appears  that  an  injection  tends  to  spread  itself 
evenly  over  the  whole.  This  may  be  rendered  obvious  to  sight  by 
throwing  a  sheep's  intestine,  recently  extracted,  into  a  bucket  of 
water,  and  then  pumping  water  in  at  one  end.v  A  stream  will  issue 
strongly  at  the  other  end,  although  several  feet  distant,  almost  im. 
mediately,  and  without  any  intermediate  part  having  become  sen- 
sibly tense.  Of  course,  in  the  living  body,  where  there  may  be 
spasm  or  obstruction,  the  liquid  must  be  thrown  in  against  resist- 
ance very  gradually. 

"  That  case  is  called  introsusception  of  the  bowel  where  an  up- 
per portion  falls,  or  is  received  into  a  portion  below,  and  the  receiv- 
ing part  then,  mistaking  the  received  for  descending  food,  holds  it 
fast.  This  occurrence  forms  a  complete  obstruction,  and  generally 
proves  fatal.  Many  infants,  with  irritable  bowels,  die  of  it.  Now 
a  copious  enema,  such  as  we  have  described  abovCi  is  almost  a 
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certain  care.  The  liquid  adyances  until  it  comes  to  the  part  where 
the  portion  of  gut  has  been  swallowed  by  gut  below ;  and,  as  it 
cannot  pass  without  pushing  the  introsuscepted  portion  back  to 
liberty,  it  effects  the  cure."  (P.  578.) 

Another  striking  illustration  of  the  advantages  which  may 
be  derived  from  the  application  of  philosophical  principles  to 
the  practical  part  oi  surgery,  is  given  in  speaking  of  the 
Pelvic  Apparatus.  This  consists  in  the  descnption  of  some 
contrivances  resorted  to  by  the  author's  brother.  Dr.  James 
Arnott,  and  subsequently  adopted  by  Dr.  Due  amp,  who 
dishonestly  gave  them  as  his  own. 

'*  The  objects  aimed  at  by  the  new  means  were,  to  ascertain  the 
exact  condition  of  the  diseased  canal, — to  facilitate  the  passing  of 
instruments  in  cases  of  difficulty, — and  to  effect  a  permanent  cure. 
Tho^ollowing  seven  means  may  be  particularised. 
•  '*  1st.  An  examining  sound:  being  a  bougie  with  the  point  formed 
of  a  softer  tenacious  material,  in  which  fibres  of  cotton  or  silk  are 
mixed  to  prevent  any  portion  from  being  broken  off  or  detached 
during  use.  This  sound  pressed  against  the  obstruction  takes  a 
correct  impression  of  its  anterior  face,  and  shows  the  magnitude 
and  exact  position  of  the  remaining  opening. 

2d.  An  expanding  or  dilator  sounds  which  is  a  small  tube  with  a 
dilatable  button  at  its  extremity.  The  button  consists  of  a  little 
bag,  empty  while  it  is  passing  through  the  stricture,  and  filled  with 
fluid  when  it  has  reached  beyond.  It  readily  discovers  any  other 
strictures  beyond  the  first,  and  the  state  qf  each. 

3d.  A  conducting  canula^  or  tube,  open  at  both  ends.  It  is 
passed  dawn  to  the  stricture,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  and 
directing  small  bougies  seeking  entrance  through  very  narrow 
strictures,  or  of  guarding  the  caustic  bougie  in  its  approach  to  the 
place  of  its  action. 

**  4th.  In  cases  where  the  attempt  to  open  the  passage  has  failed 
by  all  common  means,  a  conducting  tube  is  first  introduced,  and 
through  it  six  or  more  small  bougies  are  then  passed  side  by  side, 
so  as  to  probe  the  whole  face  of  the  stricture  at  the  same  time.  It 
is  thus  scarcely  possible  that  the  opening  should  not  be  found. 

**  5th.  Were  even  this  means  to  fail,  the  conducting  tube  may 
be  filled  with  water,  binder  any  degree  of  pressure,  which  water 
will  either  open  the  passage  for  the  small  bougies,  or  will  itself 
act  as  the  sharpest  and  most  insinuating  of  all  instruments.  The 
stricture,  by  whichever  means  opened,  will  then  allow  the  urine  to 
escape.  As  patients  might  fear  that  water  forced  towards  a 
bladder  already  too  full  would  only  increase  the  evil,  J.  Arnott 
waited  for  more  numerous  proofs  of  the  utility  and  safety  of  the 
practice,  before  strongly  recommending  it :  Dr.  Amussat,  of  Paris, 
has  lately  published  a  statement  of  numerous  cases  of  retention 
thus  relieved. 
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6tb«  id  cftla/or  fi««kiettifi^«tiiei#trictw^  tfter  a  smaU  bstru- 
meot  can  be  passed  tJirQugb  itc  ttisiitfeitded  as*  a  sobstitK^  for 
the  boogiea  and  sonodsof  foimex  txmi^*  The  chief  objec  tiona  to 
these  are,  the  painful  friction9.tbedaQgi3r.0f  waking  false  passages, 
the  tediousness  and  iaipegr&ction  of  the  cure*  and  that  diey  cannot 
dilate  any  part  of  the  canal  beyond  the  size  of  its  ojrifice^  which 
during  health  is  t^e  patroweat  part  of  it. 

**  TI^  dilator  consists  of  a  tube  of  thin  membrane  introduced 
empty  into  the  stricture,  on  a  ball^ointed  wire,  and  thentjilled 
wi^h  fluid  by  a  syrioge,  'so  as  tp  dilute  with  apy  degree  of  rforce, 
from  the  mere  filling  of  the  part  to  the  strain  of  the  hyd^<Jstatic 
pregs,  which  will  tear  the  strongest  texture  that 'disease. catgform. 
The  dilating  tube  is  about  two  inches  long,  and  its  d«ar  epd  is 
fixed  to  the  point  of  a  small  catheter,  through  wbicb  the  ^ist^pd- 
ing  fiuid  is  injected.  The  tube  is.  formed  of  thin  silk  riband^  of 
various  sizes,  with  the  edges  joined.  It  is  lined  with  prepared  gut 
of  the  cat  or  dog,  which  is  almoiit  as  thin  as  gold-beater's  skin, 
although  very  strong  and  t*^te#*ti^ht ;  and  it  is  Covferdd^itb  the 
same,  to  give  the  smoothest  and  softest  possible  external  sUTface. 
When  complete  and  enclosing  the  blunt  wire,  it  is  less  bulkf  than 
d^e  bpttgie  which  wonld  be  required  for  tthi^  same  case.  Thvdf  it 
passes  easily;  it  cannot  tear  thecbnal^  or  inak^  iabe  iiasseiges^/  it 
qan  entsr  thrpugba  smaU  orifice^  and  dilate  bey<md  to  any  demed 
f^tent ;  and  i.ts  greatest  advantage  isj  jth^ti  by  opining  ^  ast  tp  ^1- 
low  the  yielding  of  tbe  stripture,Tit  cap  afijacst  ^%  op/ft. ^^icpj^n 
If  hat  only  a  ^uco^ssiop  of  hard  bpugi^ss^  with  lopg;tr^^n^^t„cppld 
accomplish.  In  one  day  it  has.  oftep  removed  d^epse  whiqh  bj^ul 
resisted  ptber  aisansfor  inontbs,  or  eyep  y^ars."  (P.  i5880   | 

With  this  we  dose  our  apalysis.  It  is  but  justioe.  td  ;f he 
author  jto  observp^  tbatj  ivUlehe  directs.the  attention  <^  the 
profession  to  the  importance  of  physicsA  he  gualrds  the  reader 
against  allowing  his  mind  to  dwell  too  jexclusively  ^ffum  me- 
chanical principles^  .^jeeipg,  th?it,  in  t^e.auipiu^l  .bodjt*  fh^.  Mre 
asssocistedip  their^opefatipft^  witl)  t}J€|.i%w?  of..cJ[\ppajsto*y  fl»d 
P*  hie.  ,        .»•(-.■■.    .  ,   ' 'A     .'     ','i>^ 

In  c;9ipdMpiop,wp.repQ3pft^p^pd,^e  fpoij;  #8Cfdi<iHl*Mc^  foyiils 
siipp^ty,  to,l^d Q^  the.i^tttijljei^t  tq  th^oultiyptipflijof ^Ma,in- 
tfiir^ting  ani^,  i^i^|^r^ptiiye.#>ll^^p^t,  i^  g^narpA  *op  japcb,  »e- 
gteptedij  white i^  willpKove  jrefreshi^g  to  ^i^^iwif^Mwmg 
at  £oiaeiibaa«r  i)eiiod  8|;udied <the  pn^uoip^s^of  tVe.isoienee* 
have  4uiffered  ifaeiv  impri^ssiow  to£ade>awd  tb^  psaiU^k^ 
pursuits  of -their  piafessip&i    *  •<< 
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Lectures  on  the  Operative  Surgery  of  the  Eye :  qr^  an  Historical 
and  Critical  Inquiry  into  the  Methods  recommended  for  the  Cure 
of  Cataract  i  for  the  Formation  of  an  Artificial  PupUf  Sfc.  SfC,  3fc, 
Containing  a  new  Method  of  Operating  for  Cataract  by  Extrac^ 
turn,  which  obinates  the  Difficulties  and  Dangers  hitherto  atten^ 
dant  on  that  Operation:  being  tite  Substance  of  that  part  of  the 
Author* s  Course  Of  Lectures  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Surgery  which  relates  to  the  Operations  on  the  Eye  and  its 
Appendages.  By  G.  J.  GuTHUiEy  f^.r.s.  Surgeon  to  the  West- 
minster Hospital,  to  the  Royal  Westminster  Infirmary  for 
Diseases  of  the  Eye,  Lecturer  on  Surgery,  &c.  &c.  &c.  Second 
Ethtion,  with  seven  Explanatory  Plates, — 8vo.  pp.  554.  Burgess 
and  Hiil,  London,  1827. 

We  furnislitd  our  readers  with  so  copious  an  analysis  of  the 
first  edition  of  this  valuable  work,  that  we  should  have  passed 
over  the  present  edition*with  a  very  brief  notice,  if  we  aid  not 
discover  in  it  many  important  additions  that 'are  worthy  of 
attention. 

Ac  the  commencement  of  the  volome  we  find  a  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  Management,  for  the  year  1826,  of  the  Royal 
Westminster  In&rmary  f6r  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  which  bears 
ample  testimony  to  the  utility  of  the  institution,  and  the  at- 
tention and  skiU  of  thef  medical  officers  beiohging  to  it.  We 
may  observe,  en  passant,  that  all  persons  labouring  under  dis- 
eases of  the  eye  are  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  this"charity 
without  a  letter  of  recommendation. 

It  is  remarkable  that,  before  the  year  1817,  no  lectures  were 
delivered  in  London  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye,  unless,  in- 
deed, the  concise  observations  which  were  maoe  in  the  anato- 
mical schools,  on  some  of  the  operations,  could  be  considered 
as  such.  The  consequence  necessarily  was,  that  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  various  complaints  to  which  this  organ  was 
subject  was  not  presumed  to  form  part  of  the  education  of  a 
surgeon.  In  order  to  remove  some  of  the  difficulties  which 
impeded  the  progress  of  practitioners,  and  to  render  an  ac- 
quaintance with  these  complaints  more  easily  attainable  by 
students,  lectures  on  the  anatomy  and  diseases  of  the  eye 
were  commenced  by  Dr.  Forbes  and  Mr.  Guthkie,  shortly 
after  they  were  appointed  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  esta- 
blishment to  which  we  have  Just  alluded. 

The  most  extensive  benents  have  resulted  from  this  insti- 
tution, not  only  by  affording  relief  to  numerous  patients,  but 
also  by  impartinginstruction  to  the  many  students,  and  even 
practitioners,  who  have  had  opportunities  of  witnessing  the 
performance  of  the  various  operations  connected  with  the  eye, 
and  the  best  modes  of  treating  ophthalmic  diseases., 

iVtt.  St3.— Vo  15,  New  SerUs.  «  K 
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It  is  properly  urged  by.Mr.  Q^thfiathat  "  a  J^Yiqwle^g^^of 
the  diseases  pt  ti^e  eye  caDaot.][)e  acquired  froni  iis^tui:e's  au)ne, 
or  by  reading  :  it  is  necessary  \q  ptady  them  by  ^jijgent  e;?:a- 
l^inatioa,  aiS  ^  gittentive  observation  of  ijhe  wdivi^iialwho 
is  t^he  8^bject  o^  them; , "  tlij^  caja  .9P*y,te.  cjloue  at  p,n  hospjt^l 
or  an  .ipfirmj^ry,  ys'kp^^,  tjip .  ,oppqrt»AiU^^^  bji|lt 

tbfsn  at .coropj5t<ept  apqus^ifl^ajic^ ^it|i  ,tbf toa im^y  be.Q|?taineq  in 
2L  (^w,  mpn(;h?i,  arid  with  very  ,Utl^  cy)no^pa^iaj[iiyfj,Ub^  .  The 
diseases  are  nearly  all  open  to  inspection,  most  of  t^e  cHsoages 
are  under  observation^  and  the  effects  of  disease,  may  almost 
always  be  predicted,  if  they  clithtidt  be  pifevent^i**  ('Pi^eyace, 
p.  vii.)  '  .        .  .  _ 

It  is,  of  course,  not  our  intention  to  pass  formally  through 
each  chapter  of  the  second  edition  of  a  work  which  has  before 
occupied  so  much  of  our  attention.  We  shall  merely  touch 
upon  those  points  in  which  Mr.  Quthrie  b^  mad?,  s^itions 
tio.W farmer statementa.  .       . ,..    t 

Upon  the  Aubjeqt  of  inversion  ofth^  4jftlid$^  oar  B«thpr 
remarks  that  ii  has  been  supposed. thattliere  m&y  be  a  slHMrft- 
ening  of  the  Gad:Uage.it8elf  ins  these  oaees^  He  considers  tbii^* 
to^be  imjiossible,  and  observes  that  -he  l»ss  never  found  it 
eVen  soft^ened,  which  Soarpa  ooixjeotures  may  sditideimek 
occur.  The  practfcaf'obyervatloii  of  «he  author  has  led  Wnt 
to  the  following  cohfeliisiotiii :  '    •    '      "     ■     •  •   • 

.*f  1.  That.tb^  der.apgement  of  the  eyelashes,  constituting  tricW-. 
asis,  is  frequently,  the  CQusec^^uence  o^  disease ;  but  seldom  or 
never  arises  frotn  uuQat;ura,1.formatJopji  or  from  an  accidental  or; 
top  iMxuriant  growth  of  the  cilia. 

.  '<  2.  The  relaxation  of  the  iat^uments,  or.  a  partial  paralysis  of 
thQ  leyatpi;  p^lp^br^t  io*^  naiorsd,  and  othei;wise  healthy  state  of 
theey^  and^ey^lidsfi  9r^  fiQt  primarily^  coucerqed  in  the  fbrmatioa 
of  e;atropii(ai,  and  never  alpoe  give  rise  to  it;  although,  if  other 
dei'^LAgeipent  ta^e  ^\ace„.tbey  may  (by.  removing  some,  power  of 
resistance  to  itji  assist  in  its  more  cpm|plete  formation, 

.  *;  3,  That,  in  a  general  or  complete  inversion  pf  the  ^dge  of  the 
tarsvis  of  the  upper  lid^  the  swelhng  of  the  extei-nal  p^rts»  and  the 
spasmodic  action  of  the  orbicularis  palpebrarum,  first  tend  to  the 
formation  of  the  disease,  which  is  completely  established  by  the 
contraction  of  the  angles  of  the  lids,  and  the  accidental  inversion 
of  such  hairs  as  become  stiff  and  matted  by  the  vitiated  discharge 
from  the  meibomian  glands  and  conjunctiva* 

**  4*  That  the  change  in  the  curvature  of  the  lid  takes  place  prin- , 
cipally  from  the  contraction  of  the  angles^  whilst  under  the  influ*. 
exice.of  the  orbicularis,  and  not  from  the  contraction  of  the  con* 
jujjkQtiva,  corresponding  to  the  superior  broad  ligaments^  which 
supports  the  tardus,  and  maintains  the  shape  of  the  upper  eyelid." 
(P.  15.)  , 


Mr.  Guthrie  on  the  Eye,  247 

Tfafei  cdhcltisions,'  ofcdurse,  do'  nfot  refer  id  sach  partial 
case6  of  trichiasis  as  result" 'fr6m  thi  formation  of  a  cicatrix, 
tuiiior^'  or  other  ditect  and  oh vio'iis  caugef ."  , 

'/'But  little  alteration  has 'been  siigge^tfe^'^  the  mode  of 
operating  for  trichiasis  since  the 'days  of^  Hti»p6cRATEs. 
Aftjer  a,  review  of  the  peculiar  mahrieV  in'  virh'ich  different  ope- 
fattirs  proceed  forth6  reliefof  this  distressii[ig  complaint  Mr. 
GtithrijB  recoi?amends  the  following;  as  eqv^al  Ep  theciure  of  the 
wof^'cases.    '    * 


> » 

it 


The  head  being  properly  supported,  the  eyelids  are  to  be 
gently  separated;  the  patient  is  to  be  desired  to  refrain  frora  mak- 
ing any  effort  whatsoever,  and  the  surgeon  is  to  wait  until  he  sees 
(fiat  the  Itds  are  perfectly  quiescent.  A  small  narrow  knife,  or 
ope  blade  of  a  bluut-pointed  scissors,  is  then  to  be  introduced 
dlose  to  the  eirtemal  angle,  and  a  perpendidulat  incision  made,  of 
fWfcfi  'a  quartfer  tb  Imlf  an  inch  in  extent,  br  ^f  a  suflacicnt  length 
to  render  the  eyelid  quite  free;  the quiesbent stdte  ofthelids,  dnd 
eftpfedfttlly  of  the  orbiciilaris  ma:?ele,  enabling- th^surgebn  to  cut 
closer  to  the  smgle  than' be  otherwise  could  do,  ahd  tkitsto  divide 
&e  ligament,  or  tt  least  the  extremity  ofthe  cartilage.  Another 
incision  is  tp  be  raa^,  ih  a  sinnilar  way,  itit  the  inner  angle:  this 
should  not  include  the  punctam  lachrymaH  but  be  external  to  it, 
si9  I  have  aever  found  it  necessary  to  divide  it;  for,  although  the 
tears  may  continue  to  pass  through  the  lateral  canal  intxi  the  sac, 
when  the  punctum  has  been  inclu/ied  in  the  incision,  they  do  not  do 
so  with  equal  freedom',  and  there  is  some  observable  deformity.*  The 
l^hgth  to  which  the  perpendicular  incisi6ns  at  b6ih  angles  oug:ht 
td  extend,  must  now  be  decitled  upon  ^f  th^  ajip^^fahee  of  the 
part :  they  must  be  continued,  if  riecessar;/;  b^  Vepeated  touches 
^kh  the  Scissors,  until  (hat  part  of  the  eyA'd'cohtatning  the  tarsal 
cf^rtitage  is  perfectly  free,  and  is'  evideritly  ndt'atitied  .u^oti  by  thte 
fibres  of  the  orbicularis  muscle.  Which  lleupo=n  iti'l^isllifiqWently 
ckiises  the  incisions,  and  especially  ihie  interi^til '  bhe,  'to  bfe  '16hg^r 
^^'''HlisuaHy  supposed  t^  tie  diidefe^afy.    4^^     '  '^  t..iL...».i  -a 

jisions  is  ttoW  tb  be'  c6«i'pWti^ly  eVehed/ 

^erbf  the  b|)ferat6rV  ld\:  hind'agatrnst 
titfht*  idieh,  i^ahytoetj^'ittxlchtoettt'be'bb^^T^^d,  a<itin^  upon, 
antf  drawing;  of  ccrafiiiihg  thelHd,  it  Is  fb  be  divided,  Vvhich  is  id 
fa:<rt*  silil  elongating  thef  incision. '  On  letting  th^  eyrfid  fall  bn  the 
ey^S'the  edge  of  the'tarstis  and  the  hairs  v^ill  frequently  appear  in 
tbe^r^aturar  sitnattbn,  in  cdtisequdnce'of  the  relaxation  of  the 
angles,  which  bound  th^m  down;  but,  if  the  tarsal  cartilage  hai 
beedthe  altered  in  hi  curvature,  this  Willbe  inntledialely  perceived : 
it  will  turn  inwards  at  its 'ciliary  edge,  and'be  completely  bent  at 
its  extremities,  more  especially  at  the  inner  one,  Whei^  it  is'  more 
powerfully  acted  npon  by  the  musciilus  ciUaris.  On  desiring  the 
patient  to  tttise  the  lid,  he  readily  attempts  it,  but  thef  action  of 
the  levator^  in  such  cases  of  vicious  curvature,  eauses  the  cartilage 
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pi^tly.  to  resume  itt 'situation ;  and^  on  eKamination^  the  onrre  ^wili 
be  observed  to  be  so  permanently  Ttcioos  for  about  an  eighth  of  aa 
im^h  aC  each  exti^nuty,  and  especially  at  the  inner^  that  It  cannot 
be  easily  induced  to.  resume  its  actual  situation.  When  this  ifr 
the  esse,  the  cartilage  is  to  be  divided  exactly  at  the  place  where- it 
is  benty  in  its  length,  and  in  a  direction  at  a  right  angle' with  the- 
perpendicular  incisHnn.  The. portion  t^ns  slit  is  only  connected 
yj[ith.  the  common  iBlegttmentS'Of  thfe  eydki;  «id>  althongk  thia 
iOcisioB  dees  not  exceed  ofeiet«igbth  of  an  4noh  at  bothexh-erakiev, 
at)d  HI  generaiJr.only  necessary  at  the  inner,  it  enables  th4  sniv» 
geon  morereadily  to  mnove  the  altered  curvature  of  thepavt^Mrv 
Gramptoo  rtecommends  that  the  two  inner.  p(Hi)ts  of  theperpendi* 
cular  inmisi&ns  should  be  .now.  united  by  the  subsection  of  Mdas  - 
and  Paulus  £gtneta/r-«that  is,  by  a  diviaioD  of.the  coninncttva^: 
which  he  supposes  .tp  be  in  a;conlracted  states  hni  1  have  always 
found  this  divisioQ  to  be.usc^s^and  event  infuripub.*  ItiisaiselesB, 
bboaiHe  it  baa  no  mllueAceon  the  part,. for  a  sinsfde  division  of 
that  kiad  uinfes  or  fills  up  ia.a.very  short-time;  arid  it  is  ii^uiiotts^ 
be^anse^  if  made  across  the  cartilage,  it  lia  afit  to  fqnn  a  oridgie  or 
cicatrix  which  irritate;  tl>e  eye,,  and  ofiwhicb*  among  others,  I  have- 
seen  one  particular,  and  ioi^iirable  instance.  The  operaticm  being 
thusfar  accompiiabedy  a  fold  of  sUn  is  to  be  ent  aaray  from  that 
part  of  the  eyelid  included  Jbetweec^  the  incisions ;  three  or  four 
ligatures  are  Uien  to  be  introduced^  and  the  divided,  parts^  frcun 
which  the  fold  has  been  removed,  are  to  he  neatly  brought  toge^ 
ther  by  the  ligaturest  eech  of  which  ought  to  be  twisted^  and  thisn 
faste^ed  to  the  forehead  by. sevetel  short  sUps  of  sticking  plaster^ 
the*  ends  being  turned  over  the  plasters  near  the  hair,  and  retained 
in  that  situation,  to  prevent  their  slipping^  In  raising  the  fold  of 
skin,  care  should  be  taken  to  do  it  regularly  with  the-Ingers :  k  is 
also  essentia  to  the  success  of  this  part  of  the  operation  that  it  be 
dpne  as  close  as  possible  to  the  margin  of  the  eyelid*  It  may  then 
begoasped  by  the  forceps  of  Bees,  which  have  transverse  pieces^ 
sillily  icunved  lor  jtl^epurpoae  at  their  extfeniijties,  and  close  with 
a.sppii^.  '  ^he/piece  thus  included,  which  need  not  be  iargei  may 
bficut  awa;;  at  one  or  more  s^jokesof  alargepak  of  cujtved  oir 
straight  acissors.  The  ligatures  should  be.  inserted  ficst  .at  each 
angle:  and ^. when  the  vicious  curvature  is  oonsidenable^  Ix^fOtonly 
pass  it  through  the  skin,  but  take  care .  that  the.ipternal  one  shaU 
include,  at  its  lower  part,  the  t)uter  edge  jof  the  margin  of  the  eye** 
lid,:  which,  from  its  £rmiiess,  retains*  that  ligature  much  longer  thaa 
those  which  are  passed  through  the.  skin  only,  and  tends  to  pre* 
vent  the  possibilit^fi.of  arelapsei  The  ligatures  thus  .placed,  are  ta 
be  equally  drawn  up  on  the  forehead,  until  the  eyelid  is  oompletely. 
everted,  when  they  are  to  be  fastened  as  directed.  In  order ^ to 
prevent  any  attempt  at  union  but  by  granulation,  or  a  filling  up  of 
the  iocisiQu,  the  eages  are  to  be  slightly  touched  with  the  sulphas 
cupri;  the  eye  and  ey«Ildaf  are  now  to  be, carefully  cleapsed;  a 
piece  of  lint,  spread  with  the  unguet>tttm  cetacei,  is  to  be  placed 
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upon  them  ;•  a  soudl  isomfiresg  i»  to  be  piit  «ttdtr  the  'edge  of  the 
eye-bone  and  orbit;  a  fetatning  bttiHlikge  covert  the  whole,  and 
completes  the  different  steps  of  Uie  eperadon;  When  the  dieease 
i&  not  considered  of  an  inveterate  mature,  the  ligatures  may  b»  in'* 
titodueed  thrbpgh  the  kMt  of  skin,  witboat  cutting  any  portion 
away..  They  give  little  additional  pain,  and  are  infinitely  more 
effeetnal  than  any  other  snspensorin^  with  wbich-I  atn  acquainted, 
Utt'thej  ought  to  be  atsisited  by  strips  of  adbesive  platter  placed 
bat3ffiieen  them.  l%t  opeialion,  aeeompliBhed  wkh  all  1^  eat^  I 
haiKft  dciKii&ed^  will  tm\  fail,  if  ^uil^ttimtieb  be^tioci  dnilypaid 
to-iiiie  fliil]|9ei|neBt  dressing,' on  <#hioh,  indeed^  nlore'^dap^sds  than 
oaltheoperadt>n>it«ei#:  somnehs  indeed,  thdt  i  am  dispolwd  to 
censideriinattentioftto  U  the  most  certain  cniuee  of  Ikilure*  In 
.n)ovetihaa;'oneHbfinllred  opetfatioRa  that -L have  perfohned^i  Ii2^?e 
nerev^owo.iliflammation  ot  odier>bad  ooaaequeneeq  entue.  The 
ps^txli:is^obekepvperfeetly  quiet^nttlthid  o^xttnofhiAg,  w^n 
titt  hBDBda^e  mod  lint  ar«  to-te  removed^  ttoeVe  careMl^  fomented 
apdtebansed  with  w«rm  Wat^r,  and  tfa«  dveseinge  teplaN^eid;  '  Oti 
the  second  dny,  gl'eatt  attention  biue^  be  paid ^atllie^ligatiires 
keep  thelid"4iQfficie»lly  Hititedt;  bnd^  tfany^  unitn'hna^takem  piaee 


by.raittieaion  at  the  anstes  tff  lihai^inonfiohfty  it  mu^t'bf  ^olcen 
thEcngh-withtlie  probej  Offithe^tfalrdfdari,<tbe  f/ki4tievf,  attaehtng 
the^ligotares  !to  lAie  iWehelld^  wilt  in  gebehil;  r^bir«  to  •  bis  exs 
changed;  Thb  Itgaiture^  thcnmsA^es  tB»a««  be^supported  "by  irtrapa 
ofoplaster  plae^d  vertically  b^iaec^  them ;  tiie  ^edgis  •  <ol  the  inci- 
siraib  should  again  be'  louehed  with  tthe«ulphasfapri,.or  s^pan^ated 
by^tbe  probe.  The  greatnrtiof  the  4snreiiow  consists- in  eausing 
tbeinoisionatcybei^ifed  «p  by  gnUMilatlons^oiiilyv'VoHbat  the'eyeHd 
lia^ be; lengthenisd  ni  muoh:a6posBibie,iwkiebcaiionly beefifected 
by  n  co»tin«iAn»^'  of  the  meims  hidicdted.^  Ut  a  f^w^da^  more,  and 
eapeciaUy } bytlK  >0timftnitid  elevation = of  ^theiid^  the' ligatures  cut 
tfaeii'>waycMt,  dnringwh^ch  peried^th^*eyfelid{ia:gmd«iaHy  iowered, 
andy'iby  thrUinetlie  incisi»Hi»'harreftll6anpv'H'Willha^0i»j^^ 
iti'nat^ixal  situaUenn;  andfthe'cui^  will  b^^completed;  There'wiU^ 
ii^general^  be  an;  iadentdtioniiDtbeiciliary {margin  ttfthe-tssrsot, 
wlK^e  t^e  incisions<:w«r6  made,  bat  this  is  sometimes  $oaredy  or^ 
n6t  at  ^1  {Nirceptlble^  and  xkwet  detrimentbL  If  the^patient  ihou^d 
haiveokeptithie'Kd^  closed  "at  the  eotnmenoement  of  the  'operation 
b^  the  action  of  the  orbicularis,  the  first  ioeision  nfiay  not  have 
been^made  asclo^e  asmight^be  dosired  to  the  angle  of  the  lids; 
and  in  this  case  a  hair  or  ttvo  at  that  part  may  noft  a^erwdrds  obtaih 
quite  itd  or  theii*  original  directioi^,  aJbd  cause  some  inoonVenienee ;' 
bnt  tfois'does  not  dften iiapp^^  as  these  hair^are  usuidly  cai*ried 
cttar  Of  the  eye**  (P,  ^K) 

]  Relaxation  of  the  upper  eyelid  is  r^qt  an  .v|pfrPQi;ei>t  conftr 
piaia^,  ai^d  always  is  a.  very .troubJesopf^e jon^.    ^r,..Guthriei 
relates  several  instances  m  which  it  has  b^ea  successfully 
treated,  and  in  wbksb  it  was  dependent  upon  different  !;;auses« 

1 
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'  Siaphyhma  in  a  coifisequenee  of  aclite  inflaiAnbaitioti,  and 
assumes  various  appearances,  alUjearing  a  general  resemblance 
to  each  other.  In  the  infant  orvery  ^oung  person^  the  cornea 
seldom  slottghs  so  completely  asr  in  the  adult,  and  it^  a^i 
possesses  in  them  a  power  of  reproduction  which  causes  ijt  tp 
resemble  ia  thickness,  altt^ough  not  in  transparency, ,  the .w.t 
ginal  state  of  the  .cornea t/  \  ^  /,, .  ,     ...      i  ,  ^    •;;-<- 

*^  Thegfadual  proji^ctlionofifa^fioraeta^ia^upposedtoddpei^dotir 
tbe  pressure  or.  inipukft|^<!ren;t^y  the  ec^feimmttc&of  tllii^  46ered(Hir 
of  the  aqueQus  btimor  pofterior  to  the  irifi;i  wbiiflit-  the  <atC{bdtetik 
abeprption  of  it  is  dimiaiBhed  in  coi^sequence  of  the  vboliition'  >o^> 
the  anterior  chaniber  by  the  adhesiop.  of  th»  tris  to  the>  Ck$rn^eai' 
Thi9  9uppo6itioii,  whiich  appears  at  first  to  be  plattstble»  admits, 
however^  of  eoii^iderable  doubt;  for  we  seldom  #nd  thst^  aft^  th« 
stsphyloma  hae  aittakied  a  oertain  size,  k  oontiones  toiaicitdasei 
wl^oh  it  ought  to.  do  if  the  eauae  reni«ii»ed'  in  activity.  The  dMre ' 
of  ^btatniug  relief  doea  not  arise,  from  the  pam  or  incottvetii^w^ 
caused  by  the  projectioD,  further  than  that  the  laabiHty  to  deee 
the  lidA  gives,  ffisei  to  itvitatioDy-'keeps  up  ohreaicmflammation^  aud 
therefore  causes  pain  as  well  as  deformity.  The  .operations  now 
in.  use  for  its  cure  do  not»  in  ffiany  in9tapcej%«  destroy  the  secreting 
ap^arfitu^,  which  they  ougKt  to  dp  on  thb  presumed  hypothesis, 
whdj^t  they  certainly  tend  to  d'unipish  the  absorbing  surface :  I 
therefore  am  disposed  to  believe  that  nature  is  \h  general  capable 
of  regulating  the  secretion  according  to  the  absorption,  unless 
when  some  particular  impulse  is  given  to  the  former,  as  in  the 
commencement  of  the  formation  of  a  staphyloma,  or,  as  frequently 
takes  place  at  a  subsequent  period^  when  the  eye  becomes  initable 
from  any  cause  whatsoever  wfaiob  may  give  rise  to  it,  andth^fthe 
disease  tfbkes  placeincq^Rsequttiiceiof  increased  secretion^*  cathi^r' 
tl^ii  fcom  4e6cieat  ahsorpitioDi '  notUmg  being  mote  oommoD  than 
tasee  eiyes  ip  wbieh  the  anterior,  ichamber  seems^lo  he  obUtefated- 
by  the  irjs  lying  diieAtly^agaidsIt  the  leornea)  withont  any  Apporiol' ' 
attempt ;a|;  the. fpfmaliooiofi a islapUyloma bis  -    -5  /i  «         -  -*  '^'»«"' 

"  The  cure  which  nat^|^^ndke;^i^QBrsJloueffi»QtiO&.this<di8iBaseiisi' 
by  thinping  o^e  ,p^l[tifi^lar  papf^  »ntiL,^,]a^t  Jt,j^U.i;^tft.,^9d.,^J»e 
a^tieous  humor  is  evaquatiea^bi;t  this  bujrs.ting>h^?  ^^'^v  Si^^^S^i 
by  progressive  ab^orpti6n,"whic'^p^  on  ^hat  event,  "talking  placjEi,  if  ^ 
not  at  an  itnticedfent  periofl, 'becomes,  the  ulcerative;  the  ulcer^ 
rerhai^s  for  ^seVdra'l  ^ays,  aklra!m'  is  e^aMished,  inflammatipp  is' 
ej^citedv'und^  whibfaj  in  mybpinfeHi,'ah  aUeration  takes  pUcc  ill'  * 
the  actioDSr' of  the  HeieretOry  apparattrtj^by^iebich  the  secrelfori'  ii^ 
d^oisbedt    The  n}/fe  !boeome«f  n^fMeh  the  ufeec  heab^^sbut  ithe 
eye  still  decreases, in.  si^}  'Showing  thai  the  absosheotare  superior,  i' 
to  the  ioereasing  Of  aeoreitng  powers*    If  the  ulcer  and  iafiamima«- :  • 
tion  be  more  extensive,  s^ippuratiedn  takes  pbiceiuternaUy,' and  Ihe* 
eye  sinks.  1   ,  .  .    ..       ..     ^    • 

.  '.' Tb<^  uiapuer.o^  accQunling  for  the  formatioao^iaeonleal  tota^l 
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which  13  callecl  conical  coro^  efvi^ry  par.^  ^Kc^pt  tbc^^ocoea  .Mema 
to  be  in  a  state  of  health.  li)  thl3,dise^ei  thejcornea  Jqi^s  it» 
spherical. appearance  as  a  segme^  of  fiqirclp.,  ai^d  as^mes  the 
form  of  a  Dointed  cone,  from  the  ape^  of  wVicn  the  light  is  reflected 
so'  powerniHy  as  to  present  to  a  spectator  tbe  appearance  of  a  lu- 
mfnoiii  spot,  which  when  dhc^  deen  Can  n^^rer  be  mistaken.  I  have 
two  cases  of  this  kind  under  my  care  at  the  infirmary,  one  in  a 
y<^i>l^9»>()bb other ':iit!e>BiHldleka|^d'tiaQ:'  bivth.  ejieS'  tire  affeeted  in 
e»4}bk»^itfao«ifcdiiy:otkeri:apfmamneeof  disease  Sfive  that  of  a  very 
slights  jneceasB  of  vascularity.  The  cornea  in  siieb  cases  is  deci- 
(^]i]ri4bboer  than  usoftl^  andj  if  irritatkm  takss  place  tf^n'it,  the 
ap^)Of>tb^  oone  becomes  opaque,  and  causes  it  to  represent  in 
sl«ftpfittt.  conical  staphykimft.  The  cmss  of  tkese  two  complaiots 
csDtPt^tj 'theB^-bdiss  e8ibtitial|y  different  as  the  Gaman  hypothesis 
if^dr  Isad: us. to  belies..  The  altecation  of  skape-ls  ineuraUe; 
bttt'jihe  rdi^feci^of  sigbtnli^berpartiaUy  tekeved  by  using*  si  deiep' 
c<K)«aire'gkss((  wkidk  iipp^iwio'melK)  Answerrb^tt^rthan^aii'  dpei* 
ri^tktEi  for  ifaedestrodtioiiito  depressiom  lOf  ttha'ieas^  ivhtoh-  m^y  not 
bis^Kapd'has.not.slways^beeny  sqoocsafulwtben'Sttsnipted  in  such 
caMs.r  (P«  IQl.)    ■       /t  .1.       ^.     '  i  '.  . 

-Mr:  Otithtie  is  ti(  6f}ntoii'tKat  a  partial  staphyloma  is  al- 
ways tlie  result  of  uWe'r^tiojri  ot  tte'Coriie^,  thr^ugK  yhich  the 
ins^protrqdes,  and  fbom  ;^bich  it  obtains  ^  )bbm  covering.  This 
bi^CQiAes  opaque,  and  of  a  pesfly  cotour,  ,ai^4  the  iris  pan  be 
s^ep  firmly  adhering  to  its  in,teroal  surffica;  in  which  stateit 
is/merely  a  leucoma. 

.f.^The  operations  for  the  cure  of  stsphylomaare^efibcted  in  twv> 
wa3^,r-*'0ne  hy  the  caustic,  the  other  by  the  knifew  The  caustic  is 
osiy  appUcabie  to  cases  of  adult  subjects,  (veryrsAfelv'of  young;- 
ODcs^)  in  which  the  cornea  foFming*  the  sitaphyloma  is  tbin^  and  the 
solefotica  is  nearly  or  quite  free  from  disease;  The  operation  hy 
the  knife  is  required  in  youns'or  in  old  sobjects,  where  the  staphy* 
loma  is  evidently  thick  and  hard,  and  the  anterior  part  of  the  eye 
in  a  more  or  less  varicose  state."  (P.  184.) 

Mr.  Guthrie  disapproves  of  the  ^application  of  caustic^  as 
recommended  by  Scarpa,  in  cases  which  originated  during 
childhood,  and  have  cQntinued  to  manhood.  Iq  these  in-:, 
stances  the  thickness  of , the  cornea  prevents  the  caustic  from, 
quicklv  penetrating  imto  the  anterior  chamber^  and  causes  it 
to^produce  a  severe  inflamniatioii  of  the  eye  geofsrally. 

*' The  lunat  caustic^  which  is  tlve  best c€all the  escharoties  that 
have  been  recemmendedy  should  be  reduced  lo  a- very  6ne  point, 
and  ftpf^ied  with  a  steady  hand  lo  th«  most  prominent  part  of  the 
staphyloma  for  the  space  of  a  minute,  if  the  patient  is  sufficiently 
steady  ;  and  it  ought  to  be  repeated  every  second  day  until  it  has 
penetrated  the  cornea,  which  mil  4n  general  be  accomplished  on 
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the  second  application,  if  tbe  first  shduld  not  have  been  found 
sufficient.  The  caustic  which  has  been  dissolved  during  Us  use 
will  do  no  harm  ;  but,  to  be  "secure,  the  eye  may  be  washed  with  a 
litde  warm  water.  On  the  separation  of  the  6fough,<an  irregular, 
small,  but  peneuating  ulcer  remains,  through  which  the  aqueous 
humour  percolates  until  the  opening  closes,  which  it  does  in  a  few 
days,  with  a  very  moderate  degree  of  infiammation  and  little  pain. 
By  this  period  the  anterior  part  of  the  eye  will  have  become  so 
much  flattened,  that,  <aUhough  it  prevented  the  closure  oithe  eye- 
lids previously  to  the  operation,  it  now  offers  no  such  obstacle,  and 
the  cure  is  equally  ^ertaitt  and  effectual,  although  less  formidable, 
than  if  tlMKOperafion  had  been  done  by  the  knife. 

**  When  the  staphyloma  is  firm  and  thick,  as  in  yoong  subjects, 
or  where  it  has  existed  in  an  adult  from  childhood,  its  removal  by 
the  knife  should  always  be  preferred.  The  operation  was  well 
known  to  the  ancients.  Celsus  describes  it,  and  gives  some  very 
excellent  precepts  for  its  performance,  which  were  subsequently 
neglected.  The  principle  on  which  it  ought  to  be  done  is  well 
understood ;  the  mode  of  doing  it  varies  according  to  the  stat^  ^ 
the  part."  (P.  185.) 

The  operation  of  extirpation  of  the  eyeball  is  sometimes 
necessary  in  consequence  of  a  cancerous  affection  of  its  ap- 
pendages, of  fungus  haematodes,  and  of  tumors  which  im- 
plicate any  part  of  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  the 
removal  of  the  whole  unavoidable.  Fungus  haematodes  of 
the  eyeball  is  regarded  b^  Mr.  Guthrie  as  a  fatal  disease.  He 
is  not  aware  that  the  removal  of  the  eye  has  ^succeeded  in 
arresting  the  progress  of  the  disease,  when  it  has  been  so  fully 
formed  at  the  bottom  of  the  eye  as  to^show  distinctly  itsr 
nature.  "  The  first  sign  of  the  disease  is  the  loss  of  sight, 
soon  followed  by  an  appearance  at  the  back  of  the  posterior 
chamber,  resembling*  burnished  or  polished  iron/ and  accom- 
panied by  a  dilatation  and  immobility  of  the  pupil,  by  an 
enlargement  of  the  vessels  of  the  conjunctiva  and  sclerotica, 
and  by  pain  in  the  eyeball.  By  degrees  an  amber  or  greenish 
colourea  irregular  spot  i%  seen  to  arise  from  it,  resembling  a 
small  mass  of-coagulable  lymph,  whioh  may  be  mistaken  for 
a  partial  opacity  of  the  vitreous  humour.  This  fungus  gra- 
dually increases;  and  at  this  period  the  extirpation  of  the  eye 
offers  Utile  or  no  chance  of  success,  but  will  rather  accelerate 
the  death  of  the  patient,  as  the  disease  has  extended  along 
the  optic  nerve,  and  will  reappear  after  the  eye  has  been  re- 
moved." (P.  189.) 

Mr.  Guthrie  has  extirpated  the  ball  of  the  eye  five  times, 
with  little  loss  of  Mood,  excepting  in  one  case,  in  which  the 
hejnorrhage  continued  so  long  that  it  became  necessary  to  fill 
the  orbit  with  sponge  to  suppress  it.     The  patient  recovered 
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without  ^ny  bad  symptom*  The  foHo^iYig  i^  the  mahnei^  in 
which  Mr,  O^  performs  this  formidable  operation. 

*  **  The  pSitient  bein^  seated  below  the  operator,  or  placed  on  hU 
ba^k,  and  his'  head  being  firnily^  secutedv  the  upper  eyelid  should 
be  raised  by  an  assistant,  \riiilstMie^urgebn  passes  the  li(^at«re,  by 
the  aid  of  a  needle,  through  the  eorfiea,  or' even  the  antei^ior  pdrt 
«f  «he  eye,  wfaeivitfaeneedtd  should  be  outioff,  anki  the  upper,  lid 
allowed  to  fail«  The  ^ui^geon  sfiould  now  cut  tbroegh  the  extermti 
ebmnaissuvie  down  to  the'edge  of  die.  orbil^  with.^  small^  straight, 
but  tnciher  long  and  pointed  scalpel,  and  then  divide  the  oonjiiQC* 
tiva  and  fat  around  the  eyeball^  begionidg  at .  the  under  part,  to 
pretent  the  blood  from  above  impeding  the  operation.    The  com- 

f>Iete  division  of  the  outer  angk  of  the  lids  dov^n  to  the  bone  faci« 
itates  this  part  of  the  operatipn  materially,  as  it  allows  the  lower  lid 
to  be  readily  everted,  and  depressed  by  the  forefinger  of  the  left  hand 
of  the  operator,,  thereby  preventing  its  being  injured,  which  is  very 
likely  to  be  done  unless  great  care  be  taken  to  avoid  it,  by  making 
the  fot-efinger  act  as  a  director.  The  eyeball  may  then  be  drawn 
gently  forwards  or  outwards,  to  offer  a  greater  fioility  to  the.^e- 
^l^qing  steps  of  the  pperfition, , which. CQqsist  jja  cutting  4^V^^ 
into  tjie  orbit  with  a  pair  of  scissors,  curved  as'  directed  on  the 
Ijapk,  In  or^er  to  rt,press  the  hembrrhageior'ratherto  prevent  its 
iinpecling  the  operation,  an  assistant  should  wash  aWav  the  blood, 
by  means  of  wat6r  injected  into  thewdund  b/asyftbg-ef  aiidj"when 
the  eye  is  removed,  the  operator  must  fcarefully  ej^amfAe^il/e  orbSt 
with  the  finger,  to  ascertain  that  no  diseased  part  is  fcft,  and  thit 
the  lachrymal  gland  has  been  removed.  The  hemorrhage  is  not  to 
4ie  dreaded ;  and,  unless  the  patient  is  very  w^k,  it  is  much  better 
to  let  it  cease  und^r  the  use  of  cold  water^  than  to  fill  the  orbit  with 
sponge  or  lint»  neither  of  which  can  be  of  any  use,  unless  they 
make  compression^ wbichis  iippro|>ef.if  itcanbe  avoided/'  (P.  192^) 

. '  The  author  has  dedicated  a  T«ry  long  ohapter  to  the  disens^ 
^on^  of  entaraet ;'  and>  it^fm  the  manner  in  which  evecy 
jf>t«tclS<^t  }ioint^GAdnneet^  vrith  it  is  e^nsidered^  it  vs  very  evi-* 
deht  tbabhiW  0]^tiioni»'lirl»fbunded'Upon  tW^c^statntial  ba»is 
of  ex^ensTvef  ej^periertoe,  bfesiAted  fey  niucjh  Judgment  and  dis- 
crimination. Mr.  G:  obiserv^,  that  theire  ts  V  a  retf  impor- 
tant dfetinctioii,  which  is  freqiliBntJt  heglected,  betiweeti 
idiopathic  6t  constitutional,  aiid  local  or  accidental  catamctis; 
not,  as  in  th6  previous  case,  referring  to  the  change  which  has 
^^ken  placein  the  structure  or  appearance  of  the  letts,  or  tb 
the' manner  of  operating,  but  td  thecomifort  and  happiness  of 
the  sufferer.  The  idiopathic  or  constitutional  disease  affects 
m  geneml  both  eyes;'  the  local  or  accidental  being  more  often 
confined,  under  proper  manaigement,. t^the  orgauwhidi  has 
beeiliiyjured  either  by  external. vioienoeo|«^ aotiveinfiamma*- 
tioni"  (Pi  199.)      «  '     i     — >     ..-«. 
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feetly  unKWilrd  orit»  9|fpr^^b;^i£liA  qiir  atteiitidB  wdntiva 
t6  jt  by  the  ftytoptotife  Mtendtot  6ii  its  pro^es^.  *  ^  -^  i  -  o 
..  Wb  c^  'cbi4pe11e<J  iltiwilfi»g)y  t(y  pass  over  many  fetnartfai 
upon'  the  nature  an3/phrogrfes^  of*  tfie  different  yfti-i^ties^'bf 
cataract,  of  much  importa:nce  to  the 'Student  of  dii^ati^  oPthB 

*iye.... '       '■:'■'.         -  ■     ■  .-•  ■;.'':?*^ 

Upon  the  cMre  or:  removal,  of  calofvct,  Mr..  Gatnrie  'iSI^ 

'*  The  cure  of  ^catmracW  in  its  incipieoJt  staged,  hfts  been  <^fieiq(  ^^^ 
iiderad  practicable,  and  die  metfao^ds'or  mean^  of  doing  iti  bjlm 
been  frequently  Tecoobmeivdied  by  different  authors ;  whic^iirA^il^ 
iheyindueeufs  tvflac^ smkb tamfideaoeAn an  ppiiuoa,«o fiftef^  ^^ 
peate«f,  kad  «•;>  after  iihoAbtddnittal  diiifi(ppoiQtmeni^  to^  Mt^fiSft 
Uiey  mu^te'inriatakeB  >Hi^e  eaaca  the(F  con^fderedja^  inf^p)^«4 
eataraeta^  and  thai  tbayiMto  ool  QOQiitJ|ulbt>at  H'iAi(jff^^Ci,^efk 
rf-thev'tJiaieaafiitlyitoqiL,'  •  ';  "v    -  ,  v^  c  naHW 

'  ^' inittfe oi^npoti br»  dduUttbaA  pecaorta 9^0  hdva hjE^/^^JIt^ft 
VeMttd^tlJe'imi  tpaaieptiblci  tiMhd  eye  ipf  'an  qba^r^i^  ^m^^ii^^ 
cured  uader  a  course  of  medicine  of  variQaa')kin49;'-  Wt^i^^JaJn^^M 

E~  itabltfCfciabtiBBsi^-^latsia^e  faery(ffafei;.eTi?0M|i,thektfw4^|^fn|h^ 
ho  j^caccinfideuhfiito  lithe  .qp»n^|j^9iiid  >t.  ia.  po#giU^tbiU[  ^ 
dpacity)h^d  airiteBih»a|cfilightdfi|k^lionftin  (hep4paal|b  ^h!«il^§l^ 
^atntp*!^  iafladimbtioDjI  mtbtoti»OifQ{»niapy.opacit$,i[^  ^e^^f^T^tf^ 
KAd  iuselfi  •fMP'w^  kno«ri.'ite|i)Oppciltcto,i;<K'r^(b€^  .$1.  ha^^ies^^l 
tb^  eanmWyioiiiskd'byliD^amnif  tioa-  ^^h^Afil  ^xte^in^d^  ih  m^ 
ail»eataih«ai^s:.be  tfeUdvcd^iUttderRlhe  tf«fttiiieBrprQ!|i€^.i^,|hf)'i:¥Hf^ 
of  iritist;  .That  «(>aoiliBftJi£Xheljamblairfii9ilk^<at#tii^ 
aeries  of  years  is  well  known;  and  I  am  disposed  to  beiie.ff^^h^yi 
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have  api'MubMrneSWiiie^im  m^f.^m  <ftlU  tkpM^t'bt/h( 

M(k,'^^'^MlimT^  ^o^i^^^iii^^i^^fl diaioliittiduoajifiiir 
db^r^ti^ff  iii^ihe}ii^k)Ptidnb<»lfr^ahiropa4it^  oftttte  leaaittkiBgl 
beiBii-'the^i(^ulteiotfiji<af»ti»eia^  ^dlra^f  acB,>'vrhQ  atlote 

ttdieimppa8cdjkd|MbqtaDa^amdts^Ba^iibdi:iiM^  spiij^ouadiim 
pheafti(^ia(a4^tac«lad(^lbkauipi)bdbie^,  4a^ 

Qa$e8.he.jwbJMfe^djlftxlhf  §iy^.  ftf^^sec9^j^Ui9nftpf  t^a^woEk  ftgi 
Catar^;,faj;rt,w^fttV^pHo;iy^,ft|i  ^feip^iH^a^^.  jv^i^^^^the.j^tjt^^, 

"  When  an  injury  is  mnicted  on  the  eye  by  any  substance  wnicn 
penetr^^rt>ej/9cti|»e|i,'^^clj 5^fifts,tbfB3^ajjiSHlek.9i*i the, Jec^^  »ri^«t 
displacing  it  from  its  situation,  it  gives  rise  to  the  forinaliiOD  pfi^Ai 
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to[«nit^ltentt)dlt*  taoataoti  ntfai^ianiU(<iU>r«  mI^  mc^mJ  readily . 
itMDvedtbf  ahnrptM,  ]»imt>iM4hiB^aHi8-,Mtiih«'<npii9j|»-rd«e& 

a  change  to  tain.|>k«f  initha  n«tt«^«^j)gps»mv;^^;tb«qatAi 

teugL8r„flr.,letrt:^«i7i,9r  ^V*!!?  ^we^-.^y  Sjfbnu'dt-arid  Bfier,  pili- 
g^9>^,  .  it,  the;)«jii(icl,in;»^,cat)sulp;ah(jul'd  ^^ye  been  oF  greater 
extent,  the  capsule  yields,  and  either  stirinks  or  is  itsefT  absorbed,' 
'fl***  JflifWI^  t^l^puf  il  pe[;fectlyclsar,  and  in  this  way  give  ris^  to 
the  opinion  of  a  cataract  naving  been  cured  ny  the  ext^fncll  tetne- 
dies  applied  to  the  eyelids  or  eye.  Upon  this  fact  ih^  opet'ttliMf 
(IIWn«i«t)«^Kt^tfirougb(h»cpiwai&rtheKiprBni|ix>f1ii««H*sHle, 
Ma^h^ ooUMqMiit  removal  ilftbe'opi>^bi)en9,'«^Mifitiind«d,iand 
h^fjilile','  tv^tvilt  be  hereafter'expl)UBei,;'tailtom^.,difpctklUMg 
f&t  if,<[B  tmyway  in  vhichth^operamK  b«ij^M,>wlKther'a«al« 
deavAy  M  purposelyii^  leM^eidistdaoMiitttn'QMei'iMltWuisi 
AiW'Iftt^  «l!d  bddy,  tta4^t»]Mati)f  ^aiesiifflMinnalitin^  doMita 
«r'4i«>^pit,  teid  «lb&t'^fMUDit;^«hMh(Mlioftdal)me[ae£*Me< 
When  a  cataract  has  been  already  toTmtadp'jiri^.tna  aanev«ite^ 
A^Uurt^olencdihii  ei^als)li4p^iiretliithbcu>dDn]i^eon)fdeted 
Iktl^  itiiab  lUatiiiet',  aadbttf^ibitted  tili<h^'iae>qf|:«aiedlcairUe<tii 
hWe'beeflpMfeitfj'iiWeMj'iii''  !■•  ■:'.:.■.■  ■.:.  i.,  ,,,<-■_.,.  ,  ;  ,.^  :  ,  ■. 
"»''lQ'doilbtw%tUeaith»tlh«Tein9T«lofiacwdl-fbniediaf>ac:itpoC 
Ihijitofl  cab'ihe'acet)il(plnbGd<byie¥«enul«{>filic«titisi.aTiiitiGrDBl 
iimeSk*\  iiiar^iKf>^t6ip«tWtx>t^&hiitii4tii^mDa  thu  opacities  ^f 
t^t^Apaal^  JErayb«  tOttt»liintup'hnr^edtifDaqQeiitiM:diiilinisliel,w»d 
isowtttttee' retn«Ted,'b7'adtieiMpro^riauan<i^  thessmeaui  boK 
it^a  Saiketti'-etwif  I'beli^fei  it')ti|iruiBi^ally<Edi^«fact<'Mft«s  wu 
dM%etl4^iemi»'or«tMua»il  infiamtmnte^tJist  aDeamdaa^i&i: 
4i«ltiil|fttHi«»kiC>rtbetru«ldMMthio«atBnuit  iata  kmtieai^taUst' 

'g^31jtp|ipEet,* howete^,  ^serts'tl 
'^PS'iB^v^iii'es  at^  an 'eaifly  period  "t 
WH)^^>i^te^ai,!Uul  ezteijo^  treatm 
E'B<>puypB,.lie.J}8ft  ftcJd»[pe4*W»e.fia| 

<ofec0Beid«red  by.«fif  BuUiwiM»  W^ofM 
];wroh^ne&  ihsty  ifitittjOtiifin  ;b«d>k«ei)<  iik«)it,'.tfas  repttt^tloi^ 
ofitiicpittctioBfAc'ttie  oilmtisf  otttwaciicsuklinat'havQ' bwa 
awiittaiiwci.'-  Tivb-of tbaoteH/ibevareTt^afe:deaBt(i:KnobH 
jte^o&lJe,  ftud,  "pWffid6d'B6"Bii^tal:»bmibi9*iaadev«BUi-' 
btfelithie  ftilct'of  ^he  posftibiHtj  «f  rMiiavlOg'aB©paoiey  of  th* 
Ms^tboutaaopetution.  Odii<fret  Bdmit^tbM.wben  the 
di^^ase '  is  flilly  established,  the  meatis  recdmtaeriSfed  are'  not 
sufficient;  but  the  precise  state  4t  wbich  the  remurul  of  the 

*'MM<aire  Hir  le  TMiKment  4e  )■  Cstaraci^,  liy  L.  P.Ooiriiiirr,  &c.—' 
Vuit,  1B*6.-.  ...  .      i      ,     ;  .   .  .  ...  ,r  ■■      . 
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opacity  i»  Ukdy  to  h%  «i€»OQi)di«hQd  ii»  nota^qertwned;  (uni 
therefore  the  pracibce  may  be  tried  io  all  ioeipient  o^ses/' 

The  treatment  adopted  by  Air.  Guthrie  is  deeeribed  in  the 
following  extract)  t 

**  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  making  can dtic  issues  on  the  top 
of  the  head  and  on  the  temples  for  sevei:al  years  past,  and  of  con* 
tinning  them  for  months,  as  the  students  attending  at  the  infnrmary 
can  testify,  in  cases  resembling  the  first,  and  with  considerable 
success.  This  treatment  has  been  combined  with  gal?ani$m,  alte- 
ratives/and  strict  attention  to  the  general  healthy  and  to  any  pre- 
vailing diathesis,  such  as  gout,  rheumatism,  &c. ;  but  I  have  nevei^ 
seen  a  distinct  well-formed  cataract  removed  bj  't.  Patients  have 
often  improved  in  sight,  their  pains  have  ceasea,  the  eyes  h^ve  re- 
assumea  a  natural  appearance,  or  the  alterations  of  structure  have 
not  extended ;  and  so  far  this  may  be  considered  a  cure.  }  have 
several  cases  now  iinder  treatment,  and  I  shall  be  very  gl^d  to  find 
that  a  great  extension  of  the  practice,  in  cases  of  incipient  cataraqt, 
will  lead  to  a  more  favourable  result  than  has  hitherto  been  at- 
tained in  this  country.  Admitting,  as  I  do,  that  an  operation  on 
one  eye  is  certainly  capable  in  some  instances  of  causing  the  re- 
moval of  a  commencing  opacity  in  the  other,  it  is  reasonat)Ie  to 
suppose  that  som6  means  may  yet  be  found  of  ejecting  this  object 
in  a  certain  and  more  satisfactory  manner.  Incipient  cataracts 
ought  riot,  therefore,  to  be  left  until  the  opacity  is  complete,  but 
should  be  submitted  to  a  treatment  adapted  to  the  age  and  habit 
of  tl^e  patient."  (P.  265.) 

:  Our  readers  are  probably. a v^are  that,.  i«i  tbe  po^blicatioiiiof 
Mr.  Stevbnsom  upoa  thesubyjoct  of  cataract^  it  iacouteaded 
that  tlie  removal  of  a  cataract  from  oaeeye  will  preyeojt  the 
formation  of  the  disease  in  the  other  eye^  or  will  cauHe  its 
disappearance^  if  forming.  Mr.  Guthrie  states  that  the'Opi- 
nion  that  the  removal  of  a  cataract  in  one  ^ye  would  prievent 
the  formation  of  an  opacity  in  the  other,  does  not  belong  to 
Mr.  Steyensop.  It  is  (jonceded,  however,  that  Mr.  S.  has 
the  merit  of  reviving  the  idea,  which  may  be  acied  upon  with 
advantage  in  some  cases.. . 

,  j!kp  doctrines  of  M^.  Stevensoaugon  Sjopue  other  points  are 
tlius  canvfissed  by  Mr^Guthjjici:/     ,.  '.     . 

.  '^  In  regard  to  the.  is^owd  ^i\ppo4ition>  *  that  the  .operatiqia  t^ 
effect  jthia  i^mQv^.Qf  tl^e  pataira<ct.i^ay  oiivays  begone  bj  pimc- 
turiug  th(0  lens,  qx  the  absorbent  practice,  to  the  ^ejection  of  the 
methods  by  extraction  and  depression,'  thefe  cannot  be  the  slight- 
est doubt  of  it  being  most  unfounded:  indeed,  Mr,  Stevenson 
must  be  aware  that,  when  the  cataract  is  a' hard  or  indurated  one, 
the  absorbent  practice  will  not'onTy  not  succeed,  but  will  in  general 
be  followed  by  the  most  unfortunate  result,  I  shall  therefore  pre. 
sume  that  he  limits  the  expression  to  the  earliest  period  at' which  the 
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formation  da  bard  leDticiiMeMwftct  caa  be  |^ere«iv«d.'  I  am 
90t  prepared  to  say  tbat  at  this  period  tke  absorbeat  praotice  maj 
IH^  ftV/cee^;  hiit  this  I  know,  that  long  b(dor«  the  bard  lenticular 
cataract  is  completely  formed}  Jong  before  the  patient  has  ceased  t^ 
see  objects  at  a  few  yards'  distapqe,  the  lei^s  is  too  hard  to  be 
broken  up  by  the  knife^  and  that  at  this  period  the  operation  by  the 
absorbent  practice  is  neither  the  safest'nor  the  best.  In  cases  o^ 
soft  cataract,  the  absorbent  practice  is  at  all  times  the  best;  but 
on  these  points  I  beg  to  refer  the  reader  to  the  following  parts 
of  this  work,  in  whi^  these  subjects  are  particularly  noticed. 

"  The  third  supposition,  *  that'th^  operation  Ought  to  be  done 
at  the  earliest  possible  period  of  time  auer  the  <^aeity  is  fairly  per^ 
ceived  to  exist/  is  the  only  one  to  which  I  can  assent:  for,  if  the 
operation  is  likely  to  be  followed  by  success,  and  not  to  meet  with 
an  insuperable  impediment  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  cataract^ 
,it  can  only  be  at  the  particular  peciod  of  commencement.  The 
patient  mast  then  be  made  aware  of  a  fact^  that,,  fcom  the  moment 
the  needlei  enters  the  cappple  of  the  lens,  the  opacity  of  that  lens 
will  rjjLpidly  increase,  ^ni  in  a  few  hours  will  induce  perfect  blind* 
ness,  which  can  only  be  removed  by  the  absorption  of  the  Tens  and 
a  successful  result  of  the  operation.  Surgeons  must  either  forget 
that  by  far  the  greater  number  of  cataracts  have  made  considerable 
progress  before  they  are  discovered  to  exist ;  and  in  many  cases 
the  cataract  of  one  eye  has  gone  on  nearly  to  blindness  before  it  rii 
discovered. 

*'  I  shall  conclude  by  observing — 

'M.  That  the  particular  operation  recommended  by  Mr.  Steven- 
son is  inapplicable  in  by  fiar  the  greater  number  of  persons  afflicted 
with  cataract,  as  they  are  usually  met  with,  and,  when  attempted, 
will  in  general  be  foHowed  by  an  unfavourable  result. 

**  2.  That  it  is,  an  excelleiit  operation  in  all  eased  of  soft  or  fluid 
cataract. 

''  3.  That  Mr.  Stevenson  is  correct  in  maintaining  that  an  ope«- 
ration  in  one  eye  h  capable,  in  certain  cases,  of  causing  the  removal 
of  a  commencing  opacity  in  the  other. 

"  4.  That  the  kind  of  operation  to  be  selected  must  depend  cm 
the  nature  of  the  eataraot. 

<*  5.  That  Mr.  Steveiison's  proposition  o^  operating  at  the  eai^Uest 
possible  period  at  whk;h  an  opacity  can  be  pefrceiv^d,  is  deserving 
of  a  fbrther  and  mora  extended  trial.*'  (P.  279v) 

In  order  to'av^ld  some  of  Mdd  ditftcUities  attendant  on  tbe 
division  of  the  cornea  i^  th^  opfer^tibn  for  bataract.  Dr.  F. 
Jageh,  of  Vienna,  has  proposed  a;  ^libfe  knife,  of  in^eniouB 
construction.  An  account  of  this^  ihi^rumeni  is  given  ia 
LouDON"^  •*  Inquiry  into  the  principal  Causes  of  th&  unsuc- 
cessfulTermination  of  Extraction  by  the  Oomea. "  t^r.  Guthrie 
has  not  derired  so  much  advantage  from  the  use  of  this  knife 
as  he  had  been  led  to  expoot;  but  be  confegsies^tfaat  be  is  not 
as  yet  competent  to  give  a  deeided  opinion.  ,        « 


has  been  attributed  to  it»  Mr.  G.  is  willing  to  conccrd^^d^^f 
ilBT]Deiii^iAer>fcusHialrienfer^erooiBdTiiisiaon^ 
liaxblimdiefs  *torbe  iDove>peIifetil'fa)A^to(beeapall)ile)flet'oxtff 
of'  {nf^V0nti|Jg^ iiMrl3^i«^'tbe'(fiffieciH»diS  uM,  dai^rs  wfrUdi 
ottvtr  in  the  ^mdim^  tl^e  tmLf«6%,  but  6f>(Avi»dfig^tb«ttf 
whfen  they  tore' odetii-iW-^'^Ay^iilibfi  and^J^ate  df  fllfe 
impforea  infitirtimenVaTe  given, '^^^?  ^'  ^  •• -3'  •^'>.-^'^  o^  .iir.i  ooi 
'%ereare  seyep  ptat^^i^i^^^ 
well  epgraved  an^  c6l6uredv  ^nd/vfery  cfeatly' intftet3"Qitf 
pwuliar  appqi^ran^qes,  Qf  yaow^^ 

We  advice  every  .bractitionjBT  wnp,,WTfs)[3ies,|fO.,^q/5[^ir^^^ 
matioja  wpw  the  ,Buly><?)ta  9jf  :wbic;UiiJt  .\s^^t^^Ji^  ftP^mi ^5*> 

fon99(itv^o  qg«SQ^6tefi.w^|fctdiiik9pis9$^t(^,itb^:i^^  ithai^T^n^fprt^e;^, 
with  which  we  are  i(cqii»*i1;ed.'  {*Ti»^  ^^f^o^;^hf(m^9im 

have  .b<?pn.^rift<5ujqljy  m^^.^k^W^m^Vr}^^?^^^^ 
i^ere  we  ourselv^  have  h.^d  frequ^t  ,QppprtunHie&  of  vi^it- 
nessiiijg,  the  j^eat  4ex!tef;i<y  pt  I^^k  Uuthri^^i^  ,the  perfdrinaric^ 

ojf vwyu^ ppi^atA9U3 OQ thfi eye,' ;;.;;^^ ; ;"/  ...i/;;'..;;.,, ;. 

Medical  and  Royal  Physical  Societies  of  Edinburgh,, ^a*  if^^   ,  ^ 

Thir  '  'i^rc^jg&on  of  kte  haW  •  be^n  suppUed/ViFitfar'  naUieitius 
y^otks  'o&  'disea^es^  of  the  fpine^   and  y^,  -^ftet^  tdl   ihd 
eliibemt«  .ieveetig^Mw  whicji  tiw  *»ly^qt.baa  ^^^ej^gpne, 
thfird  » .  |>ec^a]l8..  iko : .  organ  .  ijot :  jtbe  body;  iWitb,  r^igand  r  Mi 
wiaeLva  ^ifia!tBr>diaCEepanc]fiiKKf  oplniiUi.jpoeyatlar^ajtQ.  .t|i0j 
cau8iN»^*itreatiQcnti' OLod -nvtholo^ :of  its  Aiscaaefs. .  .'W^^ioaoJ 
0ti'Iy«i!ebPdn(i^^:tiii6' >di»^     viewd  wfaioli  Tpxipua attthdri|.j 
lili!t»^t<ddeii^df '^^'Mtut^^nd  tiaiisto  ^ti  ^hkk  «piaialrdii^|tofrii 
trMs  d^pbt^dV  by  stip^Odbrjg  that  eaish ' has^ htSi  attepftten<4w^ 
^clt^ively'^xSea  crh'Botoe  partSculair  part*  of  the  crf^mny  op 

jirie  partictilar  fcitcumstance  connected  wi^  JL     p6t  oikr  * 
own  partisi  we  believe  that  eVery  dttut^tttre  euteringinto  the  i 
formation  of  the  spine,  whether  bone^,  ligament/ cartilage,  ot 
mHptJii,  may  Priginate  diistdrtiptiilr  ^sepiktai^  and«oHec<av«ly« 
eHfier  firoin  eohstitnttoHdl  eadses,  loea)  itfftury^  p«rtieular  po^ 
sitions,  or  haibits  of  4if^.  •    -  ^^  ^  •    .      .    •  ;*ih 

'  Dr.  Harfisoh  is ^  id{>ihion^  thtit  by  far  thef  most  ftequ»«^' 
cause  Pf  spind  maladies' is  some  morbid  .change  or  relaiation  ■ 
of 'the  ligaments  of  the  spine,  though  he  does  not  deny  that 
other  tissues  connected  vrith  the  spine  may  likewise  be  pri- 
marily diseased.    To'  the  doctrine  ^6f  muscalar  action  as  a 


Dr.  W%Tpa0i(L,fli^,Sgifi^iJ}ji$eases.  a§0 

9l»aterm«iik9Tiix^<Hih<tiinil(<«ppoaMo9c]ia>faah  odifiit,  jt««iild  'Hal 

too  large  to  be  concerned  in  forming  the  lateral.or  sigmoid  fl^xiQl^tt 

^A^'W^^'w^^^^^^PPf^'^'Sr^V^'^  to  pcoduce  a  mfierent  actfon 

S(<^ne,|^JB4t  (fom uwhat  tfiey.do  at  Ae  other.    Moreover,  such  an 
mission  ts  altogether  improbable^  and  is  in  direct  opposition  to 

evecy,  principle  of  inuscular  motion  in  other  parts  of  the  body.  We 
hai       '  -      "^    *-'^. -_-•_.  .it      1  ..     I      *     ,    .  .• 

<:e< 

cej^tble,  ^r^  not  synchr^bns  f  tbey  inferehang^  ^illi'eacb  otter;' 
atidMd<yristeqde?nflj^d^  i»H  11^ 

It  is  pretty  eyidfent  tKat  ih^  havtenothingl 

to  (jfo  with  tiie  prbdttttibn  of  ^  posterior  or  angula;r  variety 

<#  curvature;  and  evfeti  in*  lateral,  where  they  are  supposed' 

to  be  so  influential,  one  would  4t- first  sight  ioia^iiethkt'tfafey 

would  simply  draw  the  spine  ^her  to  one  side  or  to  the 

<$¥he!';^^d  n^t  1^^  VBerp«iotim«h^irtK*e9r 'to  j&emirVatuve/ 

PWib4l!)lY  tWare'Vlol'ttte  oriply  dgttits, 'e^to  irt  lateral  ^»tdr- 

tifcfi.'^at  ak  iti  cbtnblnafibtl'wilh'  dtfietiheari*  #hith fcdftspi're 
tommA:    ■'•-=•  "-'•   ^^1-  '.  .-<  '•  '  ..'  '■■   ^.    ^'H' 

>)Brifianisbn»s)p6filHtP|^oC&haiBflja^nceiSl^bichii4i«^^ 
difibn  6f  tfae'^pinal  manow  hsts  iiqpQnilh^.yiseesar  mnvwiks^t^t 

•3-tf«l*te-f(itfctf<^rii df dUtlie  lA%e«^al 4tsce¥tf  are,  Jti^^eftkfloWil' • 
s^^erMy-^ct^cl  Hi  spt^l  cottipliUltil^  \We <d6ael{r  {iftiH^ei^,  front; 
tMi^cii[^uftlstiib«er,#fiit'a'  otqce  imdr  nimtiipate  i  boiamxiuji  Bubsists- 
bet«»e<nKihe  eordniA  ^cs^diffi^otcy|pis(  thtfm^klb^mtdw^ 

th«^italin6rv«os<^iie'4id||?bu|e4iho1«^yeii^if^fit^^.ti^6i 
dtsftaser  BUf^  be  pifcdtipqd  rby  a  4i^^ew|>jw^ 
IflPQiirt.   lilt  this,  pon^id^jij^ofvfoftb^  i^t^^e.ct,.J8^lijifJt^-wi^,rt  dx^ubi 
n^,  bi$  ffilly  copi^j^e^  ^y,&ufesec^4ie'pt  experience,  the  vertebral] 
pilIfMr.copstiUi;t^jjoVTO^ip!^rv^^  most  iiiip^rtarit  or^an  of 

t^humaniyam^^.^p. j^8^;,,^;  ;,^,: ;;  •; ;; '  .^,       v ;; . 

.  BsQW  .thR!s^iftpp^^f^feo«r.4fttt^  i^iporn, 

ta«kieiWi*b^ftgin%li#^rie9rjfi54:itfe^O¥^riHgf,-?P^^  mor^ujijy , 
affected^  and  it  is  very  certain  that  fu^j^qas^^.^^ffiQgem^Hiti 
n|(M»/ i^iimte'ly cl^t  r«)e; 40f|g{Qe%^^Qfi^  ^.cm:vatoe|  does 
oftea  obtain  t^  §>.>^:  h.igb.degre^iy^t  9ng«*^Hi*^?iwx  addpim, , 
if  ;ever^  is  found  tcLooeur.  It  caasiot  he  denied  but  that  the 
internal  viscera,iWilla4aptthemBelve^t<>  very  gr<^t  deformity 
of  the  quP^andfjkbe.peraQuso.ws^shftpe^^i'!^^ 


^6         '■'''''frk'm)^it^^m^k}^^^^ 

liions  of  Dr.  H9.rris6ri  6htl^e;'o^ffin,tfAtttf^^•d^ 

apioal  diseases,  in  whic^  he''mst&s'MM(^  afltist^^H^totf^'^^- 


vfA^^ftl  t|iX9,tipil$i,ft^d?p^rxdent)y  of  external  violence  ,*'aptei7s'fc 
1^  cfnmfpnUr^aepieci,  ^  I  stialll  the*e|ore  preifiisfe  a  fe^W  Wi^?eS- 
.^pas  w,pich,nAv^Ucl  rrie  tVenUih£aa'the  affirmati^eV'-Th^'^l^feQ/ftl 
jQol^n  i^  aj  pillac  of  com  plica terf  anti  dellcati'  ni^h^atHfiWif  t'lcds 
'flexible,  tp  proviae  for  \he  mbtiops  *6fih^  think;/  aiJd'^aitnxpi^/lo 
^support  the  incumbfetrt  *^etght.  Thfe  formier  4nt8Miod  i is .wBeuted 
by  its  jointed,  structufe;  theUite^^  by  oudqrQUB  Bf  liinepAfi^igj'dit 
strength.'.  'An  qrganf  thtig  c(^lftilsl^dii6)Uftb]efto,«aia|fkY.^^<^ers^ 
''from  the  di9((idi^iitlbiC|ule'6f  Ji)iinM^i»fil$»'  i^p^ 
lAiiiotiong,'  "*    (>''.7  /.♦oi'^vi  »o  ?,;i>ii)  ',..  •'   a  ,,,t  ..;  -.^(VjaiJi 

f'thlit«l  ptaDdla3Ujf«rtf>bca4  ijU^tartions  io  4A^9  spinal  coluranr^Bi^^^ 
although  I'entertain  thif»jO^iiy0ipo£  their  tjiafiuf  and' sitba^^ 

', was  nwer  led, to  coni^nd  tpat  they  origiriate  in  ' the" sanie  tis'sftfe. 
On, the  contrary*' 1  Hkve  iltmys/TS|mintionfe^ttia^4hey<^  in 

..iliffe?ei>t.por<ioii9,  arid. require  diflfeittit'ififtthdds  ^^ <JU*^M«»tdiiig 

!<P  U>^,p?(?t^  i^  which  they  a|-e  irapfkitdd..  ''S^oilttiii^vsdfeltetofias, 
others, th^  intervertebi'ai  sub^tahd6,.'<^l!ii^H'lASaftt^'-th^i^rtkjiUar 


anothfsr,  because  each  of  diem  rbqtiires  a  peirfMr^WOdew'tktt* 
mentfor  its  remoYa!:'"(P.'99.y    ''  ""    '  ' '  *   '•*  -"'J'-'^f  in)i',{\ib  cii 

"  Andagaifit^  ''•*'...•;''"'"  "' "'  •-'^-''•'-^-i'^^ 

''In  m^r^ndea^ottt  tiv^raoe  the  seal  ^«pii(a);4is^|ii^S)4p2£^(^w 
structute,  -and  teaiihibtt  itMemin  .aidiffeittdt  p^i^tiQl  y»^rX^ 
^ware  that  I'baV6>ta^D  an^  adifeaMMooaMflisMi  'iWt(<)a&^J^^ 

BitcQurag^d;  bdwc^r,  bptbeconsidaraUMV'thai/^Vtf^p  bqp^^^^ji. 

deavour  to  relieve  our  afflicted  fellow-creaf)^^!  i|)6°tj^y^d  [j^a 
•  patieotr «i!?tdjcaft4id.iovB«lig/i^i9o>* J. ?^?^U  r.e|y  upon  th^ Jib^rty 
■  ^f  mybretVf^'  .^nd  no  longer  besifate  tcJ  explfiin  tiiy  peAiliar 
:0p^iU0J3r/j,,    TjjougVjhave  ventured  distinctly  to  a«sert,tbatsT;ii^l 


they  ar^  invariably  confined  to  tMs^brit.*'  (1^.  WZi>f  ^ 

There  is  no  doubt  in  our  inindV  tbiat'ttie'  spitie; 'fIst'riSfcbs 
more  imHuedi^tdy  iftf  t]),^  cb^fiaftter .  pf  ,a,jjointed  stri^p^re, 
'^ttd  admits,  of*  greater,  mobility  ia:€ona«quienpe.  th^^  A^, gene- 
rally a.llo^edj  and  we  Uiink  it  not  tiMJkely  tWat,'*i|i'**hoae 
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oasea  wheipe  the  bodies  of  tbfs  vertebree^  ligaments^  or  inter- 
rertebml  substaoce,  undergo  a  change  mka  constitutional 
oauses,  such  an  elongation  of  all  the  connecting  li'ga- 
Bdents  does  take  place*  sufficient  to  give  rise  to  a  displace- 
ment which  may  be  appropriately  termed  a  subluxation: 
indeed*  those. extenaire  angular  projections  and  obliquities 
cannot  be  accounted  for  on  any  other  principle*  particularly 
in  th^  dorsal  and  cervical  portions  of  the  column.*  It  is  ge* 
nerally  thought  that  death  must  inevitably  ensoe  from  such 
a  coQjdition  of  the  vertebrae  pressing  on  the  spinal  marrow : 
we  confess  we  cannot  bring  ourselves  to  think  so,  for  it  has 
been  proved  by  dissection  that  the  spinal  marrow  may  be 
conoipressed,  by  the  operation  of  slow  and  long-continued 
causes*  into  almost  half  its  circular  diameter*  without  any 
interruption  taking  place  in  its  functions. 

The  injurious  effects  of  posture*  even  in  healthy  people*  in 
the  Various  occupations  of  life*  but  particularly  in  delicate 
females  in  the  higher  circles  of  society*  who  are  exposed  by 
the  present  system  of  education  to  so  many  concurring  cir- 
cumstances which  produce  a  debilitated  condition  of  the 
frame*  cannot  be  too  generally  known. 

**  A  knowledge  (says  the  author*)  of  the  injurious  effects  of 
peature  upon  the  apines  of  hardy  labourers,  canhotbe  too  strongly 
impressed  upon  the  minds  of  parents  and  teachers.  I  have  already 
adverted  to  the  over-anxiety  to  educate  girls  in  the  fascinating  ac- 
complishments of  music,  drawing,  and  dancing,  in  the  prosecution 
of  which  thev  are  confined  in  hot  rooms,  and  forced  into  strained 
-attitudes  for  hours  together,  and  to  the  manner  in  which  it  has  led, 
in  different  ways,  to  the  most  distressing  consequences.  If  long 
perseverance  in  any  habit  be  sufficient  to  produce  distortion  and 
deformity  in  the  spinal  arrangement  of  adult  and  athletic  males,  it 
will  surely  be  much  more  likely  to  'induce  them  in  the  sickly  and 
pampered  children  of  the  affluent.  Though  various  causes  may  be  ^ 
assigned  for  the  increased  prevalence  of  these  complaints  in  our 
time*  I  am  convinced  that  the  relaxing  effects  of  hot  rooms,  and  a 
too-ardent  pursuit  after  feminine  accomplishmentSi  are  the  princi* 
palones.'^  (P.  117.)  ■      ..  "^ 

Dr.  Harrison  supposes  that,  although  no  direct  anatomical 
connexions  of  the  spinal  nerves  have  been  traced  into  the  sub- 
stance of  the  viscera,  yet  in  his  opinion,  from  their  connexion 
with  the  great  sympatnetic^  the  nervous  power  of  the  spinal 
marrow  is  thus  transmittejdy  aad  which  accounts  for  the  de- 
rangement of  their  several  functions  in  the  onset  of  vertebral 

*  We  do  not  pled^pe  ourtelves  as  concurring  in  all  the  opinions  expressed  in 
tfan  review :  that  which  refers  to  tii6liiapatton,  incbed,  » in  opposition  to  what 
we  have  stated  on  former  occasion!. — £• 
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disjwUw^;.  Wditj^W^  .^«?fiftr>/h^f  .frqgi.^g,  i|f>p^t,^y., 

9fcdtf=^tid!  tirat  th^'lnaylife  idhWft^  i!^fkfi^fl  ^eWH^r  io'  iWortKAati^' 

riie  w^s^of^frte;  All  Ate  ^ffteted,  altHldiighte^cftiifeii^S^pVe^'a^^^^^^ 
sameltiftres  tntord  in  one  ^y^tem/  «<mie{ttnes.m  another,  ""  "  •  ' '  j^ 
"Thet^  is  no  tf?f5cttlty  in  tinderStariding'the  fornief.  Th^y  dej; 
riire  all  their  netives  immediately  tfctnx  the  spinal  cofd.  ttence  w,^, 
cajiexpiain  why  theTnnscfes:  are  affected,  When  It,  ot^he  btandbes 
derived  ffbiti  that  source,  are  irritated,  conipressied,  and"«iretclied^ 
in  l!he  fortimina  VeHiebfatiini,  or  in  their  tir6gffes$  to  tne  mu^cjesi^  ' 
'  «'Th'6ugl^we'may  tiotbtf  able  to  traee^e'aiiatothicajciriifi'eii^^^^^ 
of'A'e  spine  and  Vlicerft;  we  n^vef  theirs  do  riot  h^iitatetfirffert^ 
existence  from  the  internal  commotions  observabt^  in  tnesccdm- 
plainrts*  -'Sfa^ irjialQ{tio»i of  therpartittd <f>nb atoduer^isiso: iconiianl?  ind 
mri%iiit.tbfetiafteif:JkeHring  ^b^:de|atUir  l^itew  fiiid  ranwfridiffis 

made  a  .pe^sonal^  ^aij^  jn^fw^f^^  .  M^d^dM^^tioa  i$  !^iiQded«ti!p<a$r  ^ 
jH.nifpi7Pity.,aff^yffptqn(i,s^tiwii/jh.  ^|>e^Ts  .^  ^ppe^d. WWi^^l^ Tcp^n 
n^xipn  Mw^«9  Qertmn;RPrti^ft^  pf,,thp,f pine  ,#pd  .^erj^R.iiKg^ 
N^r  doesipur  inabaity^^learlv  to  establi^O  the  i.nter<?oj|rfiie,it>yj|9J,^ 
.lowing  tht»  nervous  fibri)s^(r9m  ori^  to  ^he^.  other,  i^v^l^datetff^ 
principle*  Many  things'  a/e  true  which  anatomy,  notwiyistanairi^ 
ita  OMmerQus  improvements,  has^  not  yet  been  able  tQ  developed 
tedeed,f(fe^  of  bur  inedf^jkl  facte,  or  ^tbologtcal  prtnciplef^,  >rei% 
•fitst  ^serve^  «by  tbe  *inA«0ini^  :.'>k  tte  irideb<,ed  ftn-  both  ^b  tfe^ 
pra^tioal  physii^an«v' w^^^t  disaster ed>^iii  iti  their'profess^oitii 
dCt4ndfince^Q||4»i  tlU0  mtii*^  .My  detiectioif  o^  s^inptonis,  a(zid  tbeir 
ise^iD^tbe^^pitial  qoiullH^v|W|lSl6Iat^^a«ln  if  rem  itha.«a^.<si^ 

Ho  cop^laafilyi  ^fc^w«^  im  pWJtlr^  •  tbdV  I .  have  np .  hesitati«|j  •  ni 
/p0W(|ifl«'tbAnftP*i^?1fi  uflifPf^iinjfcbW-ftBPfip^&Wpei  .^Oid  prUNdAOfii 
in  some  way  oi^^Qt^,  bjr  tl^pp^iii^fle^fiaMffti^^'.lhf/SpH^l^ufiia 
.I^l^a^  ha|)p<eiipd4<f  me  sq  frequently  tp  .r§«l'OWjJptft?nal^i»ff  e- 
^^ejnts,  by  regtifyipg  the  vertebral, pu]§r,  thaf^  when?  smnmone^  tp 
patients  of  tb is  descriplipn, .  I  db  hot  hpsitatet  to  predict  a  complete 
cure,  if  the  spinal 'distortion  ciaih  be  removed..  A^tboHigb  anatomists 
may  have  hitherto  ifailed  in  then*  efforts  tp  prosecute  riervoua^  fila- 
"iments  from  the  frpirifell  <*ofd  ifito  the  visccta,  we  must  not  from 
tb^ncebastHy  eoneWde  tb^t 'the  comnluhication  does  not  exist. 
W9  find  little  difficulty  in  following  the^^tieffves  frotnth^^ptiial 
cord  into  the  very  substance  of  the  great  sympathetic,  or  in  pursu- 
ing other  nerves  issuing  thence  to  the  affected  organs.    In  tbis  way 
an  intermediate  connexion  is  found  to  obtain  between  the  spinal 


Dr.  HarritfOk^  6Jit  SplMt  Diasases.  369 

c6\nktin  dtta*  iotirrhW  parte; 'iiMH*iAt  ^O'^lafo  t*fe  pathMbg^cdl 
d^Jdu^lions'WhicliTittVft'been  fdrtned:  Were  the  ^eldtidns  even  less 
apfiairtot)  we  ought  not  on  tbat '^ccouht  to  A^f  the  eVid^ce'  of 
(HMtrndxaeByW-ihe dibisrusof ^^dt^fiq^r  Hi^^pd^yat^s >tnfomied ns^ 
more  than  two  thousand  years  ago,  that-ptrts  Ikke  tUeir  feeling', 
while  naotiQQ  remains  entirej,,^dtii4t  at^^er  tijnes  motiop  if  de- 
strpjfed,.  leaving  the  j?i^s.ibijity  utilippaired.  Kufu?,thc  Ephesiijip, 
Vhg>  Kyecl  about  the  end  of  the  first.  CSbn3tian  centqry,  foJ lowed. up. 
t^^^'9,.  jri^ojarks,  ana  endet^rpured  ^^.ej^pja^ii)  th^ai  on  ^^tooiica^ 
principles,  fie  paid  great  attention  to  tbebr,aiA  fii^d  werves  in.his. 
di^e^ipps  of  bi;utes«  .  It  was  his  opiqioj^  tba,t  ^on^i^  nerves  perform 
4^8  Q,flRcei  pf  s^fijsatkui,  while  otbi^r&^ai^  con^^d  ei^tij^ftly  to  wpti^q^ 
'Ptes^  fs^t^yr^te  uoifbrfnly.  ohswv€id  and  .a4witt^,..althpi»gh,  t^ 
r{i,tipo^e.  continued  unknown  through  soiinaay,ag^8,|  At  lepgtli.the 
iny^t^ry  W.t^e^  revealed  by  theJftdu^Uyi:9J5  ^^9«^Uts.;„a^4  it 
Q^:^ /b)9  k^a^nre^  for..other  i^i(^stipit<V^sjt^.d^^fM^A^^  tb\cicon- 
Q^^on.of  the.  spine  ^nd.v:i$cer^  by,  pointing  pMKt^|9.iQt^rmed(iai« 
Iii3iks.''.(»-a810     ,.  .,    i 
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■  Dri^Harrison^s  method  of  treainM^t  'ifi  spinal  distentions 
con^3i»in  the  recutobent  posture,  frifctiofts;  regulated  pfes- 
fiure,  Ibandage^^  with  steel  or  wooden  shiddi^  fepplied  oter  the 
ppojeoting  vertebree,  occasional  extension,  &(i.  Nine  cases 
asre  related  (some  of  which  a^fe  illustrated  by  good  engravings) 
sticce^fiilfy  treated  iji  this  inanner,,and  which  appear  to  havp 
b^€fn"of  the  posterior  01^  angular  yariety.  of  curva;tufe.  We 
think  ttiat.thd' third,  foUrtl^,  aijd.fifUi  show  inoQntrovertibly 
that  angular  projections  tQ^?^.gr)e9t  degree  ar€j  not  alwa^fsaqr 
coinpaQied  with  ulceration  or  (l^atruqt^qn  of  tile  bodies  of  ^ny 
of, the  vertebrs^  although  they  are.gei3^aUy\  ^ppos^  to  d^r 
p^d  upon  such  a  condition  of  the  ^pincij^^aiiLa  treated  by. 
soipei4>f  our  raost  ^minent^urgeotts,  aft«r  the  laaanner.oCi  Ms. 
PQ:rx>  by;  caufitios  and  recUBob^itpostiu^et  indejad,  some,  of 
i&fijcaisos  were:tliui^iBnaiafe4;  imtbooVtbai^a^l  bieneftt^to  tte 
patkiUi '  Wei  haT«  ni  doUbttbal^matty  o&ified^of  this  «0Et  of 
4orm«mfiie^st  M4lhfou¥  drga^d  diiflHisd/  atid'r^qaire  «  taodB 
<fft#tetmetit^difret^nt*frbili'tMt'b^aiiyaaoiited'.  '  '^  ^  ' 
'^lV>^rt(c«t*«ff 'but'tekaeVi  f:b4f1i«lhibri&  6r  DrV.mffiisort'hiuyt 
Vefmnm  ff6tt'tilfeyeTi^Bf*^ba6eW  wHich  h'^' published  ih 
this  ^fournal;  \?c!'haV^'  lli^r^ibre  tHouK^t  U  unnecessary  to 

go  much  into. detail pUj  the  present  pccasion^:..     .  .  ^     .  ^. 

We  can  recoipmqndj, the  ^worJi^  9^^,  conitaij^ii^g,  v^rlojus.  pew 
views  on  spinal  pathology,  ^ndi  asesecuted  ii^  ^  manner  very 
creditable  to, the  author. ! .    ...'      ,.        .      ; 
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Omnia  nos,  itideniji  dePMcimiir  aarea  dicta. 
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liiiiillhytafld9€liii#9lmfiii|Uiy^:ite4  8cntoetta««flrf  ratiyMn^cidoe,  itKsaslt^il^) 
f«n»  M«cBrd^f^oa«4tflf«4:Ofiii]0fiiMflto(litdftaitiier€edirar^^^ 
a9Ml:i#4t<bll«w«d'  hf\A  iWi^^  )ft«MliMt  liOMJ^Ittliit :  tittsr^viiec^nieMI  mitsmi 
csi^rcitftwlo  bt«eii4  tte  «tlMr  itnMiA«rs  of  tier  Oftnay.  *  8hfe  fcwwmrf  dnvoidled^r 
aiftflt'tli^H^  WW  e>tM^  nKiBOwtt^  ftfiE|)t<6lMad  the  T«{ild«dTafciee  ofpktbisiair  lSm\ 
imt^kfhViP&amtiit  did  lk^1<*lnbro  ttittffi  iiHtlga4«'<M*  arrest  lh«  <pri|gf^sft  «£'i^t; 
s^fltoiiw:  jtttleetf,  ^dttsuMpt^  s^^^smed  i^¥itabl«.    SlieiMuilwaibied  ^xr/ 
BMKm'^'Wb^tf  She  ftp«rit  Ih^M^fit^r^nd  %pltogr^  >  A  \^taMwfMe  mmOiU  ariia » 
was  the  resalt  of  this  mea«Dre»  but  still  she  was  compMCely*  an«A<t«diiMriBiifi 
rkaiitf^bev  ^ma^iMf^a  2i)y|^^rahlc(f.  '•  H^'«o«^  «tfntlim«di  «%foiMitd  4iviih^ 
li^vy  e4pp<ftoTiit(mf /and  \zlph<N»i««^^  ttiet  aslonalty  see%^^ 
the  tMi^ic'was  sore  and  tied,  an  A  mi  t  nrifVeqaently  ai¥Ainbll^8oai«^diat^lMA  oo<*i 
ciiwred ;  the  catanienia  coiitiniied  regular.    She  feeldem  lef^  the  hoosip,  and  to 
cold  w6afIierTafely  efbn  h^rdhtmhtr,    Sfce  iVi|iilretf  ctntsfant  nedi^  gaid^ 
artce,  so  rftiie  few  days  «lM|)^ed  wifli6tit  my  seeing  her.  *  Ht^s  itbybd-iiealtlk* 
cbtftHmed  nearly  stati^ary  fbf  abbnt  ieven  yiear?,  except  thflit  tfveVy  «o#  irtrti' 
then,  oti  datHiin^  fl«dU  i^id,  ^e^ofl%red  li  tehipotdry  afggfilvfttfi^ti' of^beV' 
jfcrtWbnlcdfsOTder.      «        .  x  .  .  v    -is 

'  In  Pebmary  1&I9,  daring  a  sfiori  absence  of  mine  fVom  fhibJte,  sfcie  iiWirtM 
taeked  with  a  severe  dSarrfaoea^  attended  With  cotisiderabte  pain.  For  fbis'  ^^ 
^otdd  take  ho  remedy,  as  her  physician,'  Vrho  atone  was  supposed  to  know  lieV 
c6nstitntion,  was  absent.  Thfs  diarrbcea»  vrhich  probably  was  attended  ^i<H- 
inflamm'ation  of  the  raqcous'  membrane  of  the  boWel^,  ceased  after  'somif  dA'jif^ 
lint  was  exchanged  for  a  co^tirc  sUte,  accompanied  with  considerable  piihW 
the  abdomen.  In  tact,  peritoiietit  Inflammation,  first  in  a  chronic/,  !ifretya*A" 
hi  a  snbacnte  form,  appeared  to  haTe  been  established,  and  on  my  retn^rf  ttl 
t^wnlliad  the  mortlOcaiiWtft'sec^Ow  li^ire  halT  t>een  done;  ahd  UdW'ninbh 
time  had  been  Tost  in  a  case  if  gf^at  ni'^enc^. '  He^  flhi^ss  noW  assntai^d  sliiiir^ 
a  threatening  aspect,  th  aft  tHbo^hte^tyiiigtaliyodtd  hav^  put  it  tenotnH'-' 
(lon  to  her  sufferings.  Discharges  f^ni  the'ii^oW'i^t^  wel^  rarely  n^rocnred,  slnfl 
these  with  consid^rabjte  ditf^itty  ;'btit,  tlioug^  at  this  time  no  absolute  db- 
strhcfion  appealed  to  exist,  there  was  reWn  to  apprehend  that  extensive 
adhesions  had  taken  place  between  ^heconv6hitro'ns  of  the  intestines."  ^e 
iook  Httle  sustenance,  rejecting  alino^t' every  thliiig  fl*omber  stomacby  aiid 
being  emaciated  to  the  last  degree/  altogether  confined  tb  bed,  and  nnable  to 
assist  herself.  There  was  every  prospect  at  tliis  juncture  that  death  must  Soon 
put  an  end  to  ber  miseries.  The  result,  however,  turned  out  otherwise.  TII6 
symptoms  remained  stationary  for  a  considerable  time,  and  circnmstanc^ 
made  it  necessary  that  her  family  should  remove  to  about  fifty  miles  from 
Dublin.  As  the  canal  extended  near  their  new  residence,  I  advised  that  she 
should  be  taken  from  her  bed^  >nd  ci^rried  on  a  mattress  to  the  boat,  where 
she  wa4  placed  in  a  bed,  and  site  actually  bore  the  journey  well,  to  the  sur« 
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pHse  of  her  family.  After^lM  mM,  w^iMkivk  th»  faantry^  Bbe  contimecl  to 
keeplierbedy  the  abdomelf  t^tfs  toider  a/ialnflatea,  she  seldom .  had  a  stool 
more  than  abont  once  a  week ;  all  mediekies  were  rejected  from  the  stomach ; 
the  greater  part  of  her  saMeilMRiey  which  was^llt|i<}aidv>*l^r®(i  the  wme  (ate  j 
what  she  brought  up  was  offensive  in  the  extreme,  and  often  evidently  sterco- 
niceoa»;  in  some  instances  it  had  a  urinous  taste  and  smell,  little  urine  being 
either  secreted  into  or  passed  froni  the  bUildtf •  Notwithstanding. the  nncom- 
foriafctoiiMPdUioB  piiwfaittit8liittteiiid4^i«&iv  a4iMl0i«imfli«t  hmummX^mUsnt 
thKiU«heibotf»aievNlisi^ss  a|id-pfittsaritl|.fi^r»\ihiiiit3tii  The/Sffinptoniatiitf' 
fmr^Os^ aMe.sfibisdBa^  the .patec^ iMcm»{  telti|^i[|jb»  U^iUqvAdJ^iJi^ 
sftBrileiitAqnn^tyi^  IheoeiwBSilifcsitiliacMai^.  ^  jrMlliti«goirf^hiMf«ct<itv 
batkim  Uwewiiipieatfy  diiy,  vdd'^>ip|f»sft|a^etwB»QR  |^ilti||te»#l<€iiiplf  in^ 
ttfejj—iwfta  hiiirnwi  longer »../yiet  «rloe.TCiftTMblfMr:r|^«»j^)«id.1btn  nn^lit 
paiil,  and^in:aer]rsmaiL4mlititir4^heiml«liii^fti9)effe;>«^l,f^^  Mi^f^lMft 
nBJfc  iirictHaJsaDe  Ttgaiaedjaittltejft»lK  IWMlyley^iy^Wt'vi  H^r,ii«milMf^»fiill«Mh 
w0s  ioH  tm»i,«»alki^iaod  ^rasliM^ino  MiUd/cw^ii^/^weVifWtWWi  m  fiili^esf 
ia^bBahdaminiA  legMMi.  4^t^  h9^^(tMf»i\Q9ii  A\fim^(9f  iW\  AojH^^  TeflVr^mUiov: 

hJSktiu  iMki.inA^A.IhifftyrAey«iS^.yeftt|iaud.  j^.l^fj^f),  in  tt«ei rt%tM WWlw* 
f^t  itbi^teltffiTfiii.Br«if>ir . ..  ^or  ;b^'il«M(  fl^M^^^^ 

frowiiwigAoiiw^.and.  fi^nly.tyrft.pr .|h|rflft,^Hrij<ig  ,thf,  RrRpedH^g.y^4K».*¥4  »J»« 
aoaiqfjbr,  ^pasftf*  liiif . iirjfte*  .tl»pfp'i»,flp.ppafwWI»ftSfi.rt»%li:«»»<*^i^ii^  ««*  ^ 
pliQ||&M|,i»«.ahf.slfe#4il#,ri9i9iin  wkfa  a^ojifi4e^Ui(l.aU^Q4nqtr|ii^  is  wati^ 
eA4^Qfie|y>by  l>^f  ji^r/^pts.^i^^  h(ir^u^t^,\,Sk»  wey^.p^t^  ^K^^l^M  '<*«- 
tM^y»  ^f^Uoos  i^ith  bei-jipwef;  Jiiphlv,jivi^.bft8^be  /:flffli|n^i»  9iv#cnlfMr.|iaw«f:. 
*^i«thp,  qpp^. ^xtrc^mitjlies,.  ^  ^be  i&  ff^rt;i^!X ^WY,^^  ip.tq.tbe  ^rf^wiqgTrooiiii 
after  she  has  taken  her  breakfast,  placed  on  a  sofa,  where  s^e  j'^eia^inci  OOUI 
shfr.isc^gaj^  r^Blw^  !»  bf 4.  fof  tli^  njigj^  ,.%r ,  di^pqs^tioiv.Yrl^clf  fofipwly 
^m  Os^rfvA  and^^utle^  has  bei?9i^  jj^^yisj^a^d  irr)t^.l>ie, .,  It,^  /aft»^/*W^- 
slUje  Xf^.\n^wc^  her  to  compJy,wi^h  ang^  4w^^^^9^  Pf  .fPf  amp  ^bipt\  is  propose^ 
^fiSM^^JJ^*;.  Shp  take&^np.tne^JQ;nes;  §he.ma|i||B  nc^.^^orl;  t9^n\^i^^^lf 
«#fS  ^i^^^P**  ^oo»^^  or*  rnVsii^  aUboiigh'form.^rJy;  jij.u<;^  ^in^ 

q^cjipa^ioop^ ,  ,^li^  uei^r^aj^pprs  tf  have  liad  any.  ^pprehi^Qsipi^  of  da^^^k.bu^, 

^J.r^cfljlect 

%p  Ip9t  the  ijiJle^  pf^%.c?%f,.;|l(h|r%tji  tfii^tp wel,^^;9nnag[.d|s9V?r|tf^ 
TR^F.  fl!?V^J^  P»'lU?r^»^4j_.  fM^k^^i¥§^  a,floQli.it<  v**t^oa9id€rid  fji«jt«  ^p  ex^ 
t|»pr^i^r^  occurrc^pqe^.ap^^8l]|^  ft^TiS^  ftfj'^^^ifl^l'l*^  ^^9|?P^.  when  reU^^ed  by 
tiLQCaUuster.,  She  .vomited  OQcasfbnaliy  excr'emental  matter:  anci,  for  a'coq^h 
derable  time,  when  po  unne  appeared  to  be  secreted,  she  threw  up  a  fluid  of  a 
urinous  taste  and  pn^eU^  She  nved^for  several  ^ears.  \By  persevermi;  witl^ 
Ijiy^ctions  at.proper.iotiervafs^t6e  bowels  were'  cVea^(|/and  the  constant'use 
of  the  catheter  s^cn^ed  to  restore  in  some  decree  the  secretion  of  urinf^'but 
«^Kc^ ultimately  sunk  under  the'pressnre  oiTdisease  in  the  bladder.  After  death 
the  colon  was  fopnd  immensely  distended,  whilst  a  lower  portion  of  that  intes- 
tine was  contracted  to  so  small  a  dimension  as  to  amount  to  a  stricture  scarce- 
ly pervious.    The  bladder  was  thickened,  and  ofherwise  diseased  in  structure. 

The  Propagaiion  of  InflamnuUion  hy  C^tguUp^iji  weir  Yilusf rdf^d  lb  the  fol- 
lowing case,  taken  frbni  the  Crioical  Re][>ort  of  the  Meath'Hbspi^al.'  In  th^'  di^ 


tli6iaaaiQed|K)ri|(ui«  •f  (lie  i«t«9^ttoiR  t^mttpatrikm^iMt^^wwwmMk^^hm^x 
Ii9Ute!dMie«leiM««to|p^tii||t>)]r  fttMlitltr.M4«»f^fetli4en9dTag«iq5n9|Kn 

Itii^tt^  t^MKs«rfles|Hitt4etlCft|iQ  Mmi  «i^fllMir«fith.tit«iillltiipd  ^iito4€tli»lfttl»i 

flamd^apoftidiiof  tii9pl«tthi  (9aiMtfi8coiT«»|»oodingv«v<o^9«(4t^b  H;  ii«IW^)«' 
f<Mi«dlo  b«.iilM)  inflftiiied.  Wh«^wtlie«tlleriiain^iM|ittiiiiU{bft^#i^«R^ 
tlie  intecGMlal  mnf  (riei  lQ?tIe!lnB|8;v«iii'tlib^biiVm^wrd^pt«Qtbd|m«(lM^ 
poeiiWDi^  i^<iMS  «it!tratef8d  ^tmjikmrai  m<ordcrto  wa^h  tbte'lniig*; ttf^itt*! 
loning  tbere|l«ctkNioffmsid«iiiiirfiie«rfeirtb<nif,  bat^is<s^flY«tiM;  Ittd^'diP 
reiplbrAi9»tlie3ri««i«t>f  tteii^^  MrlliatoPtiie  ltin^sybe«^»«wiiH^bfHl«mfirlttv 
pr^vioQ^ly  i]«4iir9ctoclmBi|itik8tioib  TatUis«iraallitf«ti<ie  if ^»#it)t  ttt<^«KllKt^ 
8ioiisbe^wee»0eitoiuii|«iDbhMicp,so  c«a(%lbrii]«[lbyinfl«itifatftl6ii|f&r;^«d  ^' 
pari  pf  «IM& lieeoipotblflamBd, Unportiondf  tiie  otbfer^n'fcottmct  WiYll'lfe«'  iii^ 
flamed  p«rt«  MuiUfs»«bd  an  nflatemaftat  acilioti,  and,  I  jiwf  ^  b«%  ^fOWff'dttl* 
by  both,  a  fabe  nrensbrana  ir  iKdally  JAMrmed)  iiat  I^m  intitttatWy^  coiilieiJt^d' 
wijUipoe  UwDirttk  tfte  other.  '' 

Jn  €iiteril»  wfl  faavfl  rep^iitedly  dburhred  thar  the  peritoaeutti  IHiiiigf^ffie 
abdomioal  pofietxtlaiiiottiiiaimed  In-thOd^part^^ieh  iid  bfcen  iii  cinflWr 
wHh  the  most  inflamed  porliMitof  tlie  hiteUl»i!«.    Anothfeeyei^irijyoWairt'^ 
analogoifg  ftct  was  observed  by  Dr.  Witgoh  Philip,  in  his  Treatise  on  Indi- 
gestion,   fti  the  second  stage  of  that  disease,  the  pyloms  frequently  becomes 
inAftmed^  l^todttchig  tendeene^  te  the  feprgaitrium,  (page  it)5  ;)  antf'as  he 
pylonia^  heobsftirtca,,  'irfleg  with  the  thiiS  edge  of  the  liver  rtpon  anrf  tnc^ti-^ 
teot  itittt  ie,  tins  inflammatory  pfocessis  cemmnoicated  tb  thfe  tl^n  e^ge  of  ti?^' 
hiwr,  and  tlniaMMitati»on  <>f  tW  liv*r  is  occasioned,  and  t^rmiflates  iii  evi-' 
dfenf  enlargement  and  tenderness  of  that  organ,"  '  «       '         i       i'' 

^xplalnat 

nflamed^  _. . 

^^^  .. o-i — ^^ afterwards  *,«..«.wo  «^..u«^.  nMuwuKv. 

flnW  Mfcretton,  or  coagnftble  lymph ;  there  is  some  reason  to  beKev^  tliat  it;»' 

tjmpeiallrre  it  alio  iier^sed.    Nim,  In  this  sutk  iif  thtaffs,  that  porticfti  of* 

tbaioppoBire  flieibbiiine  whictfcorresponds  to  it  is  tAfes  exposed  to  the  <?ontaa* 

of  a  ntembmaa  >frha«e  tetMli  prppertie$  zrt  dtogetheV  alte'recT  from  their  hk- 

taratJt^^  and  which  may  therefore  be  ndw  cbrfsidered  to  ^e  as  it  were  a 

/flfw^  My,  which,  presenting  a  surface  quite' different  from  that  to  which  the ' 

saosibili^  cd'tiM  ^ippositenftrabrane  had  been  aicttstoroed,mnst  of  course  act 

as  a  a^malba  to  it,  and  thereby  excite  in  it  ^  fcffammatory  action.  H^ 

ekpteafisB  seems  ailaastniore  satlsfiietoiy  than  Kir.  Hunter**  sympathy  of 
contiguity^  '    ^     *  »/• 

C^afAwm^itU,  itmedwim  quma  and  Optuw.^Odr  readers  will  pniu: 
Wy  ba  rather  «tarU«d  at  the  title  of  thia  articfe,  but  let  die  case  speak  for 
itsalt.,  A  wMwn,i  named  VIgnanXj.  aged  tweBly-eighl,  of  nervous  tempera- 
moDt^anflklMg  her  fiwtdbild^fn  the.  third  months  experieneed,  lowankthe 
latter  part  of  autumn,  violent  pains  in  her  head.    Venesection  was  recom- 


InfiammisHatt  ■dfHi&  'Tongue.  ^f 

pnM*Altwt>r'e«m<  iBMdtatnii.tkwei  tjiMfitsAH,  "bdt,  '  «A  '  tkc  Mntrai;, 

M)WMpdi.to-.iiiiiM«iiiL-ttenjj:ijyhBrt>»ljl>«iwti^itt'ewt"«»wtlia'T>Ml«ht; 

diAmt9*ti^at^ymbi*ito,'9md  wmnimtA^tnitbt  Mat  d^.   Tntte  fbrt*a« 

Tsphwtftiltr  »iw)LwM— I  ntilhB.%>Bw«iaiilB.  i  mMftKMMtMfth*/  Maw 
tiiiWTrBpOT<y«djdwrtfl<tiini»n*ttMMiTiti^u,  vAea  ivmM^dMMMl  to  tiy 
thwOwp<l..il»«^qgipwwtiiwt>l»Alii*«Mcliw»iof'DriC*»wWi  Mttw.  -TM 

HriHW««>d'>d(iliww»j«aT9>lB«l  lwtilbaiiiiM)««teiiAnmgitanit<MMiMM; 
Tl|(fMi)llifn<i»«»»pMttAia*imH<MloceHitHnUri«idH««flhra>i«ttBM«Ar 

«0c^i'.#qnt'.«J<wMdW'  -iTIUMhrirtmM'iJowi  ,itn«ldawt.'»'i*w»i*«rd'  tiwgc, 

diH^|^)>jt<d^Hd  tbeniMily  TMMtMthm  ttfing[d«8ota<*AiApNi<,ia»«*tM  alHtlt! 
'ditq^)g|)WWtXTf)w<HMUMiM<aUrtto«nlHMMdil<ranuvtltBi: 

We  rsgard  thU  caM  (takan  from  one  of  the  FnnBb  dixMarh^}**  «  goM- 
Ut^Uafiftn  (iCitbe^lflote.nuner  ii»i«lMlr.  oonfia^  Bci||hbM»  apfriy  Mte 

•fV^.sUwT.inn^WMaf  the  bwi»,.lwwiBg'  bfcf ,  iiJ  ■wicB" 

ft^.^.Cf  4M4L-AURIUI  .in  th&iMtNiMibar«f  il>«<B<lii)bwtfcJ«wn»L-w^ . 
i^oi)t,  ii«9libjr  nan,  aged  thu;ty>£vf,  nipe,  era  UieiSM>*f>nthMirt[  J«t(  4o - 
'<^!t-(n«  ab.vutt^c,«twtti,vf,hi«toi)8w«.  ■  Qm hnwtnMHintiw>ih«|— «,■>*  ' 
Ijie  following  ptrtic^la^a^—  .    ,    . 


tM4  with  the  ftuMtaf' 
niM  mA  iifaalwg  — Jf 
irotfitfrhi 

■li»Hmwrl  lhii-W|lf«t, 


Od  cumitiing  the  tonpie,  lfa»dUtMLit«C«iipuda(laqteprop*rtioaD£lbe 
MTttyoettK-noiiihi  4fl4Jqanlilmth4iffifli»l4i'WMdiMe.nriiti<«tiBKM'be. 
,tw«!w  it  and  tlta  uBppr  ja^.  ItifaU  waolbtuAhMdii"tbeiaai^>aBdhad« 
Jiiek.cMtiagof  wicidipucns.  FT0ai.tlielHgb4agr«*,«£  tmaH,  ila  point 
pr^Knled&'gliAteiwigapiMafaoce^  Ttaepaliwithadhii-ffiM^wnppadinp  in 
Snml;  hu  counUnance batrq; ad  gMU.anwly^ibUi^alae  hMtvAtraait  nt 
frequent,  and  hii  akin  tnu  hot. 
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The  tre*Uii^t  a(Uipk4  «As  «&  follows  :-^ 

I  opftoed  a  f  eta  at  Uije  bood  of  the  arm,  aad  withdrew  blood  to  Uio  exteiil  of 
thirty  oaiice9*,  H«vmg  seQored  tUe  wouud,'  I  ponwiued  a  few  mionlos  |o  oh- 
ierve  the  rewUof  the  ble^n^,  and  before  I  quitted  the  apartment  h^  thoaii^t 
himself  rather  relieved,  la.  ao,  homr  af terwarda  I  retocaed,  and  tepeat^ed  ^M 
veneftectioo  tatlNS  samQ  offl^  >vhioh.|M;oda«^  iSOod  elTacts,  .for  ha  Q9<^hl 
articolate  somewbat  intelligibly^. .  I  iiad  hiopes  thai  the  # welii«ig  woiM<i grada« 
ally decreaie  without iartherMivtecfftr^ae.wiMi ^^ Uocet ;  .h«U  i^  ^^Ui^  ^^ 
deoidedMfkoaxhest^s  Ishoahijwxtparsiio.  fU 

Three  honrs  alterwandA,  I  repiQated  my  .viiit »  bi^  iQs4aad  «f  finding,  ,«^>  .1 
eapeoM»  evident  mwk»  of  miiprovQm«|it»  the  4i«ea^  oa  thAicontrary,  had 
rapidly  tneieased.  At. this  i»eriod  reepiraUon  theonf^ibe  moath  wa^  ti^lllfy 
iiaap^nded;  and  he  oauhl  OAt  breathe  even  Itoongh  tb^tnostrils  botwil^h  di^* 
cttUy. ,  His  oomiteAaiiee'.was  finahed  and  anaioiift;  tho{pnlsfiAfa^  i^uxtcmitf; 
his  breath  offensive.  In  short,  he  was  threatened  with  immediate  s^flSw^tkin* 

It  was  now  pertcctly  obvious  that  4ha  only  remedy  by  which  the  patienrs 
life  could  be  saved  was  tho  knife*  His  head  being  propacly  aeiriwa^naRd  the 
mouth  opened. as  wide  as.posivf>le)  a.  s^a^P^l  wa/»'<i«ftroidacod.wilh  i^44t 
surface  along  the  toi^ei  ^da  deep  iooision  waf  m»de  io<  th^mfistii^xo- 
minent  part  of  the  right  side^  .p»i  w)thdi;awi||g,.thf  Acsdpe^  a  qvwp^^{,of 
bloiDid*  mixed  with  piriform  ma|t^»  is^nad  from.  IhQ  wound*  In  a  ^ery.shoii 
time  he  felt  relieved.  Wlien  this- w^imd  ^easoA  ^  discharge  blood*  I.  Qia4e 
othier  two  incisions,  one  in  the  aaiddle^  a«d.  thie  othor  in  tliei  left  8«d«  of  the 
tongue^  but  bo  purulent  matter  followed.  The  ble^ng  was  {Hroototed  ky 
gai^^ling  the  moiith  with  warm  water.       -. 

This  k»eal  treatment  produced  sueh  aha^px  ^Q^  ima^4iatp,efiSH}t9..tha(>  4ti 
a  garter  of  an  hour  after  the  first 'incision  w«^  made,  th/&  patient  iQ9JiU-*^ 
cuUite  words  pretty  distincjtiy ;  liis  respiration  becfime  free^gj^i^^MisyfiAtfdjbts 
coimtenance  lost  its  anxiety.  The  joy  he  felt  at  this  sudden  and  ^iNHunWa 
change  was  extreme.  He  waa»  to  use  bis  own  teonSi  like  a  man  nAexpftetldfy 
anatched  from  the  grave.  .      .  •      .     f 

On  the  followiag  morning  I  paid  him  a  visit.  I  ^outid  him.aitlitig  ess  the  edge 
of  the  bed  quite  cheer^  and  happy.  I  left  him  with  strict  iDJunciidnS'  thaafce 
should  avoid  exposure  to  cold,  and  gave  him  a  few  purgative  madiieilieah'.  loa 
£ew  honrs  thareafter  he  was  walking  in  the  streel  with  his  head  levtifiMlivilth 
flannel. 

Remarks, — In  conclmioni  it  may  not  be  alle|petiier  nugatory t to  offer  a"very 
few  obaervationa  upon  the  preeeding  cMe. 

1.  That  the  disease  wai  ioHami^ation,  and  that  violent  in  its  eymptomsy  aod 
consequently  rapid  in  its  progivss,  is  evident  from  thelaet  that  {Hini|«iiC  nat- 
ter was  largely  secreted.  Frevieus  to  the  first  incision  being  made,  i-eboltl 
not  possibly  determine,  either  flroro  existuiff  ayaptoms  or  by  enteraal  eixani- 
nation,  whether  or  not  there  was  a  collectwnnf  pus.  Could  I  have  satisfied 
myself  af  this^  I  would  not  have  prolonged  the  patient's  sufierings  by  ens* 
ploying  the  lancet,  but  would  have  had  immediate,  fecoarse  to  the  knife.  Am 
the  matter  was  deeply  lodged  in  the  substance  of  the  tongue^  I  remained^  ig^ 
norant  of  its  formation  until  the  scalpel  vras  used. 

2.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remind  the  reader  that,  to  efieet  any  real  and 
permaaeot  good,  the  tnoisionasbsald  be  made  deep  and  extensive :  otherwise 
he  is  only  tortaring:his  pati^at  with  pain^  Ukfdy*to  prove  more  injurious  than 
beneficial.  The  operationis  eaceadingly  simptei  and  U  «ot  attended  with  the 
smallest  danger,  so  that  the  surgeon  may  safely  act  with  boldness  and  promp- 
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titnde.  Iddeed.  sach  U  the  urgency  ^  Ae^<f&^¥lhftf IhiV^f^ti^^fy ^de^afdds 
^'V}iWi<<^ft^eP^Hhni^f'M^4Hiriiii'i<etflM»^at^  bffly^d«iti^<ih^1ilft(tt^^t^  in 
"ifi^liafetfi'BP'ii  )Hi\^i^.''"ltf fB JcilH«»WTfcfM  siW^e','1^  ft  '^distWnatil'A'  If  tftt 

<^€l^tl0H  ifKUiHtie-lttie^^  it%Ayj«s4A^1^#  t<«»e«-  (^f'WftlWrttiftidmf)^  i^eec^. 
ily  cured ;  but,  when  this  treatm4ttr^vM'4hM%eiNlill;<T'kft»w^Viir'iA^'Vyti)^ 
Jr^M^I^>Wii!re»tii«>piiftetlt'«1ilif'ntAif  t«p<M¥lMtixi^  '     '^^ 

|UiMb/<b«cliM«<lt  lii^tll,  '«lilllii|««Mm$(1]iChto/  i«liiith'84ifrctidliiflr 'til«  ttr«l|i^ttty, 
ittMt>iil^MiiMi{8'lta^*«fidliby^>MVJiiif^re«^*^  t»'tM(««atj|»€ll/%k^  geiiisfU 
tMMiMstifiiigifUl9>toipi«Ha6ir<tlwid^il«^  ('gili<w»<<yy»'itf<iiiJm<*  fi^)js». 

VlWrtlttii^l''  '^'••' '  h  »•  Mil,  »ii«'  *,.  #'  .   •    r*.:!',    :j    .•,  /     •'    i-iicj         ".' 

I'y.i  iki  *i  '*  M    •!  fi.i*""        V  «     It'  «   vim  »m'  4i    '  *':n    '♦•*  '  ,«'».ni    ■;   u    m  .•  "  «»      j 

^f^  BM.  (!»^A^,ii|lf}><]lm  tMe  Oillib  Hol^<<iM^W^.'^fhe^atflina1  strocttire  of 

^teM  MMtt)d<^r^^tfhs;'vv1^h^'dbd6^7dh'yHrei^ilt  dcr^ekitf'^um!!^^  diiA  dran|^y. 
^ei^6iiAtf««9<^ey''^t<yMD'iiJa^bIthAe:'iiftMM<et';  dV  iithtit!^.'  ISitcf/  tombfi 
^h^lJ^MMbm^  iii'>tbeita^lHfiriyb(M(^^''ca^d)|r>  ^^onr^  ttte'^dc\i1iaHtied''bif 
'lllbit'^itdlti6b';n«t^o%'gt^«tMbbMty'litid'«9trert,  t)(it,'ih  many  hi^tances^ 
MAe*4i««fl|-|jirjtl**paItot: '•»  "' ^'  '  /"•'"■  ''"''  "  '-  •'  »  "  '  '•  •  '  ' 
These  morbid  growths  are  remarkable''lttMiaVltfg'tlirff''oHg!tt  fti-ttio  triiltfrfli 
dii^«ih]4itor^*ctf«li(6'{»M«e;'tb  iCttMjpf/lh^terdfe;  thi4  f embvar6f  tU^  dh^ase 
4b9i4lld1niifeveil«tkry;v>i'«itH«r  lta«aHs,1ia(J'ly^d  f^nd  not  only  !fieffbdt(iat,  IhA 
•i^iMNiay  ii0y  t«ftteittie1has  offiirM  tty  tfie  ^HnH  Mtrg  tfniformty^fdUdwrd'bt 
iUtettM«te**tttpt4lt3^6f'g^b#tH>ahd4g^tatton-6riAI'1ti6'^y»^  '" 

Ylbiyai|yiittll*ff W  tfkebion «f  tfad  '«ii(ifb  <^'  flmr '(^brttbn  of 'bon^  itt  -ilrhteh  tAd 
disease  has  its  origin,  is  the  only  measure  that  can  •be'ralitd'  trpon  to^nH^ 
snbeesifj  Md^lii^iapeMtltfo^aldiobigb  tfftttii  |^«tIia]^ii(iMpv^tidaVr^iii' the  M{>e- 
sibir:iila4dn«i^mi^l)te'p«rfHtttt0d<#itb  blbre-'itai^rfnll  Mbfy'#h^  ihfe'\diso^d^ 
MitaatMliBthe  tower  J««;tiibii  twk\^  4Mr«'lie^'  at  fi^M  MHhfiti^dr'  '  •  '^ 
(l)riX*sd'diaedief  4rhiob-reqt*r««n]p«Aati<lo  <>f  tH6  M^ 
cancerous  affections,  commencing  in  the  soft  parts  and  contaminating  th^''ft^6niS 
^theiv  (finieikii|it^;n;irtiMriil^|^i«litf  nHgitttttlhg^n'tlve  ttefdittiary  Mvu^titre, 
and  endangering  life  by  their  effectanf^ithb-syiltifttt  |<ettHilly')  <M<<(iMll'=itiM*i 
fiMcuue'iiiith/tiie  f«ctiWhM^<>f»tbe  arigBboMritig'dtytiMi.^  • 
'i'lm  tntfBTfsaBeei^'OOBimitticgBg^iil'tiMi'tipa'or tshMlty  ahd'seicotidarlf^  MMfhi^ 
tito  lM>tevtiMt29cntaiailyiof  bfini|;«ile^to9ttttrt]^e  e4«ry  germ'bf  th^  di^i^as^; 
4lBd  tbub  seeun»  tbt  pataantrqgafpistii  raHfrnof 'tbe'dormplaiiit,  IHrms  a  ifeti^wi 
bbjBetiQil  agblnstin^  emplo>«nM«  ^this  ^p^ntHmS.  A  simiferbbjctStMliv' 
iwirevtr,  doefl^'8ot«pply'i|i  iii)st  cases  pQpitlarly  dfeitottiliialedtbngods'fli^ 
stfSrsefabfe  maxlUary  beaes:  In  such  ittstaaoes- ther  disease  iAfnor^  punff 
b^at^  boin^  priijiiinly  eoafinM  ioiiie  'osseous  textwr^i  ahd  intfap^bletyf  c««M 
taminating  the  adjacent  softparts^  or  of  AlftiDtttig  ttle8ystem'tb1tough'tfafetlie^' 
ufiA<«lMaUy^  «e  eiatlrt>Bte.;the  iKMttsad  Btraaare,  «Ad  s^^cAn'e  th«  phmaU 
apain»t  a  retarn>e#Aeoinqplai|it^Mh|niia|iof«tfftf  |»ait'(Ar<(Mettti#ebf  1^ 
«ali  alone  MreUed  opoa^'and  Mropt^Ubii,  t(rth4«^''f>0'  fbrmiMabfehi  a^^' 
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^eanmce,  and  often  rendered  complex  and  redloas  by  the  sitnation  or  extent 
'  of  the  disease,  may  in  general  be  performed  with  success  and  safety ;  ^ven  the 
excision  of  the  bone  from  the  articniation  being  attended  with  less  difficolty 
or  danger  than  could  have  been  at  first  anticipated. 

Amputation  of  the  lower  jaw  has  been  bat  seldom  performed  in  this  eoun^ 
try,  although  the  operation  Is  not  rnicommon  upon  the  continenrt :  in  one  in- 
stance only,  as  shall  be  hereafter  noticed,  does  the  removal  ^  the  bonefrom 
the  articolatiqn  appear  to  have  been  attempted;  and  of  tins  case  no  particn- 
larsy  so  f^r  as  I  can  recollect,  have  been  recorded  in  any  of  our  journals* 

Before  we  can  duly  appreciate  the  advantages  to  be  derived  Ar^m  ampnta- 
tion  of  the  inferior  maxilla,  we  must  contrast  the  hidtens  deformity  m^  cmel 
su^erings  consequent  upon  the  presence  of  tnmon  in  this  aitnatiofty  with  the 
comfort  and  safety  secured  to  the  patient  by  the  performance  of -this  opera* 
tion*  The  loss  of  even  large  portions  of  the  lower  jaw  is,  in  general,  attemted 
with  but  little  inconvenience,  and  scarcely  any  perceptible  deformity ;  while 
the  extirpation  of  the  original  seat  of  disease  is  the  best  secnrity  against  any 
return  of  the  comphiint,  <     ■ 

Case  L — Honora  Doyle,  stat.  forty-six,  a  oonntiy-woaum,  of  a  healthy 
constitution,  was  admitted  into  the  hospital,  June  8lst,  18S4.  She  gave  the 
following  account  of  the  commencement  and  progress  of  her  complaint.  In 
May^  1818,  she  found  it  necessary  to  have  the  second  molar  tooth  of  the  left 
side  of  the  inferior  maxillary  bone  extracted :  about  six  weeks  afterwards  she 
received  a  severe  blow  on  her  jaw,  exactly  over  the  situation  which  the  tooth 
had  occupied.  This  injury  was  not  immediately  followed  by  any  unpleasant 
consequences,  and  was  almost  forgotten,  when,  in  the  succeeding  September, 
her  attention  was  excited  by  the  appearance  of  a  small  tumor  about  the  sise 
of  a  hazel-nut,  which  protruded  from  the  vacant  alveolar  space..  The  swell* 
ing,  when  first  perceived,  was  firm,  elastic  to  the  tench,  and  almost  insensible 
to  pressure.  According  to  her  statement,  it  was  unattended,  in  its  incipient 
state,  with  any  painful  sensation ;  Its  progr.ess  was  at  first  so  slow  as  to  be  al- 
most imperceptible,  but  in  some  weeks  the  swelling  had  become  visible  ex-. 
temally. '  She  then  applied  for  assistance  to  an  apothecary,  who  pushed  a 
lancet  into  its  centre:  this  wound  produced  a  profuse  hemorrhage,  which  was 
suppressed  with  difficulty.  She  subsequently  made  applicaUon  to  other  prac- 
titionerSi  by  some  of  whom  incisions  were  made,  which. were  followed  by 
simi^r  results;  she  also  stated  that,  after  each  incision,  the  tumor  evinced  a 
ipreater  jlisposition  to  enlarge.  At  tlte  expiration  of  the  first  year,  the  tnmor 
bad  engaged  a  large  portion  of  the  bone,  advancing  towards  the  chin,  and 
expanding  inwards,  so>  as  to  impede  the  motions  of  the  tongue  and  prevent 
mastication.  Still  she  was  free  from  pain,  and  experienced  no  inconvenienee 
except  what  depended  on  the  size  and  situation  of  the  swelling. 
,  About  tliis  time  she  again  applied  to  a  neighbouring  surgeon,  who  made  a 
very  deep  incisipn  into  the  centre  of  the  tumor :  this  operatiob  was  followed  by 
an  immediate  and  rapid  extension  of  the  disease.  Discouraged  by  these  re- 
peated failures,  no  further  application  was  made  for  relief  until  the  rapidly 
increasing  size  of  the  swelling,  which  now  impeded  respiration  and  deglutition, 
combined  with  the  distress  occasioned  by  profuse  ptyalism  and  occasional 
hemorrhages,  induced  her  to  come  to  town,  with  the  determination  of  submit-, 
ting  to  the  performance  of  any  operation  that  might  be  proposed. 

When  she  presented  herself  at  the  hospital,  I  found  almost  the  entire  of  the 
left  side  of  the  lower  jaw  involved  in  the  disease;  the  tam#  projected  out- 
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ward*,  and  cMsiecl  mocli  deformity,  the  jaws  being  separated  by  a  portion 
which  prottoded  between  the  teeth,  and  prevented  the  closare  of  the  lips. 
On  inspecting  the  eavity  of  tlie  month,  the  tumor  appeared  to  <ion8i8t  of  three 
branches,  inTolving  the  bone  in  their  centre;  the  first,  or  outer,  formed  the 
prominence  wtiicb  was  visible  externally ;  tlie  second^  ascending  between  the 
vppcr  jaw  and  eheek,  and  distorting  the  countenance,  reached  as  high  as  the 
Margin  of  the  orbit  $  the  tbh-d,  filling  np  the  sublingual  cavity,  elevated  the 
tongno,  and  poshed  it  to  the  opposite  side ;  this  pot-tion  likewise  extended  so 
ihr  bai)kwards  as  to  press  on  the  anterior  arch  of  the  pahite.  The  teeth  were 
ohsonred-OB  the  surface  of  the  tumor,  srnil^  into  its  substance,  and  perfectly 
movdiMe.  The  entire  portion  of  the  jaw,  included  between  its  angle  on  the 
Juffside  and  the  last  incisor  tooth  on  the  right,  was  more  or  less  affected. 

The  situation  and  extent  of  the  disease  will  explain  the  nature  of  her  suffer- 
tngs.  She  complained  of  difficulty  of  respiration  and  deglutition,  articulated 
indistinctly,  and  was  unable  to  take  nourishment,  except  in  a  liquid  state.  A 
eontinaeddischaige  of  saliva,  mixed  with  bloody  sanies,  streamed  over  that 
portion  of  the  tumor  which  protnided  from  her  lips.  Her  general  health, 
however,  might  be  considered  good :  she  had  not  yet  suffered  much  constitu- 
tional disturbance,  and  preserved  a  tolerable  appetite.  Under  these  circum- 
staneesy  the  rapid  increase  of  the  disease  threatening  soon  to  put  a  period  to 
her  existence,  it  was  decided,  in  consultation,  to  attempt  the  removal  of  the 
diseased  portion  of  bone,  as  the  only  measure  that  afforded  a  prospect  of  sav- 
ing the  patient's  life. 

On  Friday,  July  7th,  I  proceeded  to  the  operation,  in  presence  of  the  sur- 
geons of  the  hospital,  Messrs.  Crampton,  Peile,  CoUes,  and  Wilmot.  The  pa- 
tient was  seated  on  a  chair,  her  head  supported,  and  inclined  to  the  left  side; 
this  position  being  deemed  preferable  to  the  recumbent  posture,  as  best  cal- 
culated to  fiivoiir  the  escape  of  the  blood,  and  prevent  its  accumulation  in  the 
fanees. 

Standing  before  the  patient,  I  commenced  by  making  an  incision  from  the 
commissure  of  the  lips,  on  the  right  side,  which,  passing  obliquely  downwards, 
and  dividing  the  parts  completely  through,  terminated  about  half  an  inch  below 
the  base  of  the  jaw;  the  bone  being  thus  laid  bare,  was  divided  by  a  small 
hand-saw  through  the  alveolar  process  of  the  right  canine  tooth,  which  had  ; 
been  pmvionsly  extracted.    The  next  incision  extended  from  the  lobe  of  the 
ear,  in  the  direction  of  the  ramus,  to  the  angle  of  the  jaw;  and  both  were 
connected  by  a  third,  carried  parallel  to  the  base.  Dbsectingup  the  flap  thus 
formed,  I  divided  the  masseter  muscle,  which  was  expanded  over  the  anterior 
surface  of  the  tumor ;  and  denuded  the  bone  midway  between  its  angle  and 
condyle.    A  needle,  to  which  tlie  cham-saw  had  been  connected,  was  pas^^d 
behind  the  ramusy  the  point  being  kept  close  to  tiie  bone ;  the  saw  moved  s^ilfh 
so  much  ease  and  freedom,  that  the  patient  did  not  appear  sensible  of  the  divi* 
inon  of  the  nerve.    I  then  pressed  the  tumor  downwards,  to  put  the  soft  parts 
(attached  to  the  bone  internally)  on  the  stretch ;  and  concluded  the  operation 
by  cutting  across  the  muscles  connected  with  the  base  of  the  jaw,  exactly  at 
their  point  of  insertion.  ^ 

The  hemorrhage  was  inconsiderable;  the  dental,  and  some  branches  of  the 
facial  artery,  were  secured  by  ligatures ;  dossils  of  lint  were  placed  in  the 
cavity,  to  give  support  to  the  cheek ;  and  the  divided  parts  brought  inte  appo- 
sitiou,  and  retained  by  points  of  interrupted  suture.  A  light  dressing  was 
applied,  andA^eatire  supported  by  a  bandage  and  compress. 
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The  oj)er^t^Q  yrw  tediot^,  yi^t  the  p^^ienjt.i^yifareAM  IHtk  MlifipM^  ^J 
its  dur/itiohy  qt  the  loss  oif  blood*  ,ihat  she  wiis  »l)le,iQuncdUteljF  'Ml^er  to.wpaUb 
to  her  bed,  ShQ  swallowed  druili;,  iOfSmnU  qwiUitkis  whifh  wa9iG4>ojr«9ed.4iO 
the  base  of  the  topgu^  Vy  ineans  of  a  gno^^^Ustic  Uibc^  attached  t^  lhe,sfMii^  of 

a  teapot,  • , ,. ;. .         ,...,.,••..     :   .        ^ 

In  the  evening  (six  hours  afVer  the  operation,)  her  face,  wai^  fliji«hed»,  h«r 
che^k  hot|  and  sU^tl^  syroU^p;  l^ut  ;Ufp  #a/|iiiy^di9Ptjqoiistitiit3a09itd|sM^ 
ance,  and  appeared. disposed  to  s|ei^p#.    ,-,..^  •    ,  ..#  -.  i  o.i»  oth. 

Saturday,— She  ha4  slep^  dunog.  the  prec^i^  fiigMy  l^nt  mt^ig/ii^9$ii»,Wh} 
noyed  by  a  profuse  jityalisoi,  and.cojnplainisd  pf  ^  (e^if^,oH,%9mio^^  Miff: 
cheek  ;  in  otiier  j-espects  she  seripe^in  a  coqifortable  stat^  Having  ren^MNKd] 
the  bandage  and  compress^  I  directed  ^he  iippliq^tjion  of  the  fiatDCPH^  ik^ti^Phr 
and  the  administration  of  a  cathartic  enema, . 

From  this  date  her  recovery  proceeded  rapidly:  when  suppuration^  wa^ 
established,  the  dossils  of  lint  were  withdrawn  through  the.mpaths  .a^d  the 
wound  acquired,  each  successive  day^  a  more  favourable  ^ppearance.i  C^<u* 
plete  union  of  the  divided  soft  parts  followed,  and  on'lhe  twelfth  day  she  w;»s 
able  to  walk  about  the  ward.  Her  articulation  became  .gradually  ni^re  disr  • 
tiact;  she  took  every  kind  of  nourishment  which  did  not^reqjnire  masticatipa; 
the  ptyalisra,  however,  still  remained.  The  natural  form  of  the  ipoutb.  had 
been  so  much  altered^  first  by  the  protrusion  of  the  tumor,,  and  subsequently 
by  the  loss  of  support  from  the  chin,  that  she  was  obliged  to  afford  artificial 
assistance,  by  ineaih  of  a  bandage,  to  the  lower  lip.  This  inconvenience  di- 
minished daily  during  her  stay  in  the  hospital^  and  scarcely  any  deformity  was 
nltimat^ly  observable.  She  sometimes  complained  of  the  mobility  of  tlie  re* 
maining  portion  of  the  jaw,  which  was  drawn  by  the  ac|:ion  of  the  musplea 
within  the  line  of  the  upper  teeth,  so  as  to  require  the  assistan9e  of  her  finger 
toreplaceit.  ,    !        ..  „ ,. 

In  six  weeks  after  her  arrival  in  (own,  she  returned  to  the  country  in  goo4 
health ;  and,  according  to  the  last  account  which  t  heard  from  ber^  stiU  cp,%; 
tinues  free  ^om  any  disposition  to  a  recurrence  of  the  disease. 
[Two  other  cases  of  a  similar  nature  are  detailed]  .  ,' 

Ampiitation  at  tite  Articulation. — The  success  which  had  attended  our  former 
op'erafions  suggested  the  possibility  of  extirpating  the  jaw  a^  the  articulation. 
The  practicability  of  this  measure  was  fully  discussed^  and  the  anatomic^il 
relations  of  the  joint  carefully  considered.  The  danger  of  hemorrhage  ap- 
peared to  present  the  only  serious  objection  against  the  undertaking ^  the 
proidmity  of  the  ramus  of  the  jaw  to  the  termination  of  the  external  carotid 
artery,  and  the  near  relation  of  the  internal  maxillary  to  the  articulation, 
seeming  to  render  it  impossible  to  disengage  the  joint  without  wounding  one 
of  these  vessels. 

A  little  careful  examination,  vhowevtr.  will  show  that  neither  of  these  arte* 
ries  is  in  Immediate  contact  with  the  jaw.  The  internal  maxillary,  which 
Wronid  appear  more  exposed  to  danger,  inclines  backwards  in  its  passage  be- 
biirdthe  neck  of  the  condyle,  being  distant  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  from 
the  bone ;  the  natural  structure  of  the  joint  allows  this  distance  between  the 
artery  and  articulation  to  be  still  farther  increased;  so  that«  by  sawing  th« 
bone  through  at  any  point,  and  separating  the  attachment  of  the  tem- 
poral muscle,  the  capsular  ligament  may  be  opened  anteriorly,  the  condyle 
dislocated^  and  the  jaw  disengaged,  without  endangering  any  vessel  of  con«Q!> 
qnence.  ^ 
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'  From  «bd  dehiliof  lire  ibR^Mrtni^  ca^Ms  It  wilt  appear  (hat  exarttcatktion  u 
uot^^iy  pt^thsaMe,  fMrt  not  neeesstitfflf  attended  by  any  dapger  of  foi'ml- 
dMe  hc'morrba^if  frem  tlm  proximity  of  the  carotid  or  its  branches.  The 
preRoriiary  step,  therelbrav  o'^  flecnrhig  this  artery  in  ampntation  of  the  jaw, 
as  practised  by  Dr.  Motf,  mast  be  regarded  as  rendering  the  operation  unne* 
cMarIfy  eompk^x.  .  .-.      ' 

'*X^%^  FV»--JatteS'fleM>n;tttet/thik>fy,K>f  a  good  toitotitiitiony  was  received 
uito  the  hospital.  May  6,-  18C5.  Some  mi^nths  prevlofeisto  bis  admission,  be 
fm  aeti«r pain  fn  the  last  ntotar  tcAftil  "if  ike  left  side  of  the  lower  jaw.  The 
pal*  w^iso-fixed,  and  solike  a  common  tooth-ache,  that  he  had  the  tooth  ex- 
trscte^.  A 'Short  time  after  its  removal,  he  observed  a  small  tnmor  emerging 
fMm'ttte  vitcant  space.  The  progress  of  tbi^  tomor  was  slow,  bnt  it  continued 
to  extend  itself  outwards,  so  as  to  become  prominent  in  the  cheek;  and  in- 
wards, so  as  to  displace  the  tongne  and  press  it  to  tlie  opposite  side :  six 
moil^ths'only  haif  elapsed  from  the  extraction  of  the  tooth  until  hU  arrival  in 
totirn.  I  foimd  the  tnmor  situated  immediately  in  front  of  the  angle  of  the 
jaw,  the  bony  prominence  of  which  it  had  completely  obscured.  Superiorly, 
it  extended  teyond  the  zygoma;  internally,  it  occupied  one  half  of  the  snb- 
lingnal  space.  The  bone  was  enlarge(|,  and  the  teeth  loosened  as  far  as  the 
first  incisor  tooth  on  ihe  same  side.  He  complained  of  the  inconveniences  re- 
snftrng  firom  the  interruption  to  deglutition  and  articulation  \  but  was  free 
fVom  any  other  distressing  symptom,  except  a  pain  occayonally  felt  in  the 
centre  of  the  bone,  shooting  upwards  to  the  ear.  It  was  evideqt  that  the 
angle  and  ascending  branch  of  the  bone  were  the  parts  principaUy  eugaged, 
and  fliat  the  extent  of  the  disease  would  probably  require  the  removal  of  the 
bone  at  the  articulation. 

''6^ri  Frhlay,  May  13,  the  patient  being  seated  on  a  high  chair,  in  the  posi- 
tion already  described,  I  commenced  tiie  operation  by  an  ineision,  extending 
fPomtl](e  commissure  of  the  lips  of  the  affected  side  to  the  base  of  the  bone,  which 
\Hi  divided  at  the  second  incisor  tootli :  another  incision,  beginning  at  the  xy- 
goma,  was  carried  down  over  the  articulation  and  in  front  of  the  ramus,  termi- 
nating^ at  the  angle.  The  third,  conhectitig  the  two  former,  passed  obliquely 
Upwards  and  outwards,  from  the  termination  of  the  first.  1  then  dissected 
th^  cheek  from  the  anterior  surface  of  the  tumor,  which  was  obscured  by  the 
expansion  of  the  masseter  muscle.  This  being  divided,  the  extent  of  the  dis- 
ease could  be  more  readily  ascertained*  A  portion  of  the  tumor,  ascending 
nnder  the  zygoma,  completely  filled  up  the  space  beneath  the  arch ;  and,  from 
its  size  and  position,  retained  the  processes  immoveably  fixed,  preventing  the 
operator  from  using  the  jaw  as  a  lever  in  the  dislocation  of  the  condyle.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  I  decided  on  cutting  across  the  ramus  above  the 
angle. 

Having  accomplished  this  object,  I  removed  the  section  of  bone  included 
between  the  two  divisions,  with  the  corresponding  part  of  the  tumor.  As  the 
room  thus  obtained  enabled  me  to  ascertain  that  the  coronoid  process  was 
partly  absorbed  and  distinctly  separated  from  the  condyle^  I  directed  my 
attention  exclusively  to  the  articulation. 

Mr.  Colles,  seizing  the  extremity  of  the  ramus  in  a  strong  pair  of  forceps, 
pressed  the  condyle  agaiast  the  anterior  part  of  the  capsular  ligament :  by  this 
means  the  joint  was  penetrated  with  more  safety  and  facility.  I  next  en- 
larged the  opening  wilh  a  blunt-pointed  bistoury,  sufiiciently  to  allow  the 
protrusion  of  the  head  of  the  bone  and  the  separation  of  its  remaining  eon- 
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nextoiis  with* the  capsile,  as  fv«II  as  tbe  dNision  of  Hie  siftachnieiit  of  the 
nxtemal  pterygtfiU^iniisele.  Tbei ot>emtioii  waseiNidiidecl  hf  the retaotal  of 
that  portion  of  toMor^hfelPwaB  seated  beneath  the  zygoma. 

It  is  reniat^cable  Aatno  fessel  exf^ept  the  fhelal  artery  required  a  ligatar«, 
the  hetnorrhafe  ftom  aUtlie  otftefseieasiiigfiiiimiediaiely  after  their  dtvfsf  on. 
Small  ddssih  of  Knt  were  placed  io  the  eavity  to  gf  ye  support  to  the  cheek, 
whidr  was  then  replied,  hud  reiaiaed  ill  iu  sit»aHeif  by  three  points  of  in. 
termpted  satnre :  thrinflaniniatidii  whielf  sueeeeded^lfe  operatidn  was  Com- 
paratively trifling,  the  efxfbhial  ironndiieitlitig  by  the'flrst  intenflon.  A  smatl 
abseessj  which  Ibrmed  in  the  irittnftty  of  the  glenoid  caVify,  ^i^as-the  otoly 'cir- 
comstante  that  occurred  'lb  retard  the  pati^t's  recovery.  ' 

[Three  similar  cases  are  given :  one  only  proved  fatal,  and  that'ikot  so  nin^h 
froih  the  operation  as  from  the  tmfbrtnnate  supehrenliod  of  erysipelas:] 

Case  of  Cancer  cf  the  7bs^«.— Tn  a  recent  N^imber  6f  the  Reviie  Medicale, 
we  find  an  account  of  extirpation  of  cancer  fVom  the  tonfgue,  in -such  a  manner 
as  to  preserve  tlie  orgkti  Itself. 

M.  Thure,  setat.  tbhiy-flve,  Of  good  cohMitntion,  came  fnto  the' hospital  La 
Piti^,  under  the  care  of '1V1;  Lts^ang,  in  the  beginning  of  Sepfen^ber,  18^^, 
affected  with  cancer  of  the  tongue,  oconpyiug  two-thirds  of  the  right  side  of 
that  organ',  from  its  point  to  the  base.  The  disease  had  existed  since  1823 ; 
liad  begun  by  niceiation  situated  ttearly  an  inch  from  its  anterior  extremity. 
The  pains,  slight  at  first  and  intemiittent,  beeame,  at  the  beginning  of  1826, 
continued  and  lancinating.  Masticatton  was  almost  impossible,  and  articula- 
tion very  diflicuit.  The  tongue  wa^  swollen,  hard,  tmd  covered  with  ulcera- 
tions. On  the  right  side,  ntrder  the  os  maxillaris  inferior,  there  were  several 
lymphatic  glands  enlarged,  and '  forming  considerable  sweUhngs.  The  patient 
had  been  some  time  belbre  on  an  antisyplifKtic  regimes,  whieh  aggravated  the 
disease.  Before  comhig  into  hobpital,  he  had  consulted  several  surgeons,  whb 
aH  thought  that  the  tongue- was  affected  throughout  it»  whole  flklc^ness,  and 
recommended  the  extirpattott  of  the  past  afllicCed.  M.  Ltftfhine,  Intriugte- 
dttced  the  submaxiifary  swdllngs  by  leeches,  agreed  with  M.  MA'YOli,'V>f 
Lausanne,  to  employ  for  the 'removal  of  the- disease  the  plan  by  Hgatare,  r^ 
comrn^nded  1^  this  distinguished  practitioner. 

September  SOth,  the  operation  was  performed  in  die  following  manner:-^ 
The  patient  seated  in  a  dudr,  the  head  a  little  bent  fei^ard,  and  well  sup- 
ported, a  straight  bistoury  Was  cafrried  along*  the  Inferior  part  of  the  tongue  to 
the  place  where  it  ceased  to  be  adherent  io  the  subjacent  parts.  The  iiistrfi- 
ment  traversed  the  organ  from  befow  upwards,  and  from  belbrv  baekwanb, 
so  that  its  point  came  out  near  the  epiglottis,  wheie  the  disease  terminated. 
A  section  from  behind  forwards  was  made  to  separate  the  affected  part  from 
the  snrrooiifdflng  tissues,  which'  it  was  intended  to  preserve .  This  part  of  the 
operation  Imiog  completed,  tiie  eaocer«BS  tumor  was  tncinded  in  the  noose  lif 
a  ligature  to  strangle  ita  base.  The  patient  did  not  suffer  mueii,  and  'lost  fory 
little  Mood.  He  was  ugain  put  to  bed,  and  ^had  etnollievt  drinks  aiid  detee- 
gent  gargles. 

f  tst. — ^The  patient  comphiined  of  eevere  pam ;  there  was  no  dimiAntiOtt  in 
size  of  the  eonstricted  part ;  there  was  an  abundant  salivation.  The  Ugature 
was  tightened,  and  the  pains  very  speedily  disappeared. 

25td.— *No  cliange  in  the  sne  of  the  tongue,  but,  what  is  remarkable,  a 
cicatrix  was  formed  baiween  the  sOiiod  and  diseased  parts,  tbrooghoift  thp 
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whole  •Ktl^oA  of  tiie  lMig;iliidiniliaeistim  wiiicli4iad  sepanUad  tbeiii.  Tbia  ad- 
heiiioa. was  Jqiipediately. destroyed^  aada  piece  oCfine  iinan  introdoced  to 
prevent  its  recurrenee..  The  douttricted  part,  depcivedof  nonrishmeot,  sooo 
became  blaak;  all  tlia.eaiiQaroaB  points  wwe«oiiverie4iito  asebars*- 

Tbe  ligatarawas  Kesievad  on  the  sixth  da^  Xo  the  astoaisbiaent  of  every 
onc^  on  the  seventh,  dayywhfn  >tiie  d^tpartaha4  separated^  it  was  perceived 
thsit  Almost  the.ivbole,of;4be,tQBgiieiwat.  pr^rved^  ibAsarface  only  of  Jthe 
organ  having  been  diseased*  By  the  aid  of  detecsives  and  anpUients,  and  a 
little  eauterisatioQ»  Uie  ^^ndsaoqa-healedy  aad.tbe  patievt  was4iflmis3ed«. 

Sqme  months, afteffjwavdst  M«  Liafrano 'Presented  him  to  .the  Academy :  be 
theo'liad  bad  no  relapset  wd  the.  only  diffi^reace  that,  be  felt  W4i»  his  speech 
beiog,Jiot  ji|mte)  so  free  aft  before  the  disease^ 

This  case.is,jregar4ledby  the  Freoch  sargeon  .as  reonarhahle.io  more  points 
than  one.  It  proves  that  lymphatic  awelliogs  attending  cancer  may  be  de- 
stroyed .by  the  ose  ef  leeches^  an  immense,  advantage,  svUch  will  render 
,opei3ttioiis  {uracticabila  that  otherwise  woald.  not  be  so. .  It  proves  also  the 
efficacy  of  the  measnre  proposed  by  M.  Mayor  for  removing  such  tumors  by 
-li^ture*  Bnt  by  far  the  most  important  point  is^  tliat  we  see  cases  where 
apparently  the  whole  organ  is  affected  with  cancer,  when  in  fact  it  is  only  on 
tbe  surface.  Thisfai^  furnishes  a  new  proofof  llie  importance  of  M.  L4sfranc*s 
idea,  that,  before  deciding . to  remove  aa organ  that. appears  to  be  entirely 
cancerous,  we  should^  by  means  of  cantioos  incisions^  discover  ita  depths  and 
limit  ourselves  to  the  removal  of  such  .psf'ta  only  as  are  affected*  • 


,** ReeeijUfmnukingijaRMpiweJ^-Hf'Thev^  is  a  kind o€ free-mwofiry  among 
'  soldiers,- whiclua  perhaps jcondaeiva^otlietharmoay  of  the  barj-ack-ivi>omy.bat 
wluichy  preventing  the.  exemplasy  from  exposing  the  worthless,  and  holding  up 
thetiofoxmaras  aa  otj^^eet  of  oniviftaal  detestation,  randecs  it  e&tremaly  diffi* 
cnlt  to  coma  to  a  right  understanding  of  the  various  otetbods  of  simulating 
disease. ,  I  ba^o^aa  doabt  that  these'jnethods  have  been  'Systeaiatised,  and 
that  they  are  prest med  in  many  regiments,  and  handed  dovm  (pr  the  benefit 
.  of  those  who  may  be  inclined  to  make  trial  of  tliem.  That  this  opinion  may 
not  amt^ar  £uicUnl>  I  shall^  before  prooeediog  /iiitheiv  reMe^one  or  two  in- 
stances of  systematic  fraud  practised  fi)rtbe"purposeof.deceivisig  the  regimen- 
tal4MirgeoB*       „ 

,,M^hfn  the  19th  bnssars  embarked  for  England. in  iSOTi  one  of  the  men  of 
tiiat  i^^moP^  who  had  been  left. behind  in  the  .KingV  Infirmary,  joined,  at 
Raaftfoid^.wiUi  his  stratum  vecy  n|«Qh.anl«:ged  asd  infiamedr  his  stocy  being 
asiu)|Q«a;rT-$oojp  a^Ctar  leavings  the- inficmary,  he. jumped  from  a  windo^w^upon 
wbich  he.  inumsdiatcyiyi  perceived  a  >  swelling  in  the  groin  $  on  his  landing  in 
LiferpQoi|>it;becanm  sq  .large  and  ^painfal  that  be  ooaUi  notwa^k,.  and  wns 
obliged  to  be  forwarded  to  .beads^uarten  io4i  cant.  On  bandHiig  tbe  swell- 
ing, th«  sofgeon  oftfae  regiment  baviag  perceived  an  aoHsiial  or^^itus,  as  if  air 
were  diffused  throogb  the  eellolar  substance,  immediately  wrote  a  state  of  the 
case  tOk  the  late  Mr.0br6,  who  was  si](if;eoH  to  the. King's  Infirmary,  and  in 
the  mean  time  he  used  warm  applications,  purgatives,  and  low  regimen.  JVir. 
Obr^,  m  li^y,  inclosed,  a  paper  that  had  been  pinked,  up  ip  the  wai*d  of  the 
infirmary  in  which  this  man  lay, containing  *^  a  receipt  for  makij^g  a  rapture," 
in  which  were  directions  to  puncture  the  bag  with  a  corking  pin,  and  then,  by 
means  of  a  pieoeof  a  tobacco*pipe,  to  blow4t  up  with  air;  and,  if  it  were 
wished. to  produce  a  double  rupturci  the  sa»e'  thing  was  to-  be  done  on  the 
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InAamniaUon.  Tlie  man  strennonJty  dirtied  eYer  liattng'ittaae  ns^  bf  sttty ^ftieti 
means.  By  Hie  applications  directed,  the  8we1fin^igTadtta%  subsided^  btifi, 
while  under  treatmeot,  he  got,  or  pretended  to-gdt,  a  fraitrin  theH^fa1rhi{i  k^H 
groin,  and  inability  to  move  the  fimbrlProm'tlris  matt'*  pteViortS  blstdry,  ^his 
ftew  complaint  was  believed  to  befc^ned.'  'He  was  phiced  on  Mw  dUt^  tfl^ 
shower-bath  was  nsed  along  ^itli  pnrgatiyes,  a  m^rearlal^cofit^,'  repeatefS 
bfisters  and  issues ;  but  be  wonld'not  yield*    -  '  .  ^j -i 

the  commanding  oftcer  of  the  tic^mettt,  dtsregardbig  theopin!oft'6f  lM 
surgeon  and  Dr.  Warren,  deputy  inspector  of  hdspttsifs,  had  this  tftad'bfohglrtf 
forward  and  discharged,  previous  to  the  embar^atioii  of  ttfe  Corps'^  th«i^ 
Peninsula,  and  was  much  displeased  because  the  surgeon'  revised-' to  s2^^-U' 
recommendatory  certificate ;  by  which  refusal  the  reported  man,  who  had 
been  many  years  in  the  regiment,  lost  his  pension,  ^e  satiie  commanding 
officer,  after  his  return  from  t^ronna,  met  this  man  in  London  perfcctfy  ^^h 
andfoHowhigthe  laborious  occiipatioo  of  a  port^«  (tMtihffaiplMitepaiik.y 


CHBMISTRY. 
AAeiite,  a  peculiar  Substance  in  HhUbarb.—M,  VAtrBrm  'tretkted  ohe  p^rt'of 
rhnbarb  witli  eiglit  parts  of  nitric  achl  at  36*  (Baum^)  with  a  gentle  heat,  and 
then  reducing  it  to  the  consistence  of  a  syrup,  and  diluting  it  with  wdter,'hl? 
observed  that  a  peculiar  substance  was  precipitated,  which  heti^  denominated 
Kheine,  and  which  has  the  Ibllowiog  properties  when  dried  :--It  is  of  a  yeN 
lowish  orange  colour,  without  any  peculiar  smell ;  its  taste  is  rathef  bitter, 
and  it  is  almost  entirely  soluble  in  alcohol  and  ether:  these  solntioAs  become 
yellow  by  acids,  and  of  a  rose-colour  by  alkalies.  Kheine*  b&ms  like  othet 
vegetable  bodies,  especially  starch.  Rhubarb  treated  directly  by  sulphuric 
etiier  yields  a  perfectly  similar  substance:  this  proves  that  the  new  8td>sfance 
exists  already  formed  in  the  rlmbarb,  and  that  It  is  not  ^cted  opbn  by  tliift 
nitric  acid.  .{Jawn.de  Chim.Med,)  .  ' 


-  On  the  Detection  of  Hydrocyanic  Acid  in  the  Bodies  of  Animals  poisoned  by  il, 
by  MM.Lassaignb  and  Leuiiet.— The  ex ti-eme  delicacy  of  the  test  em- 
ployed by  M.  Lassaigne  to  detect  prnssic  acid  in  the  bodies  of  poisoned  ani-' 
itaalSy-^naniely,  by  means  of  the  per-sulphate  of  iron,  or  the  per-sulphate  of 
copper,  has  been  already  pointed  out.  Being  desirous  of  ascertaining  aflEei^ 
how  long  a  period  the  poison  miglit  be  discovered,  MM.  Lass^igoe  and  Lenret 
made  experiments  in  which  animals  were  killed  by  hydrocyanic  acid  intro-, 
dnced  into  their  food,  or  thrown  into  the  stomach  in  a  diluted  state,  the  dose 
never  surpassing  more  than  the  equivalent  of  five  or  six  drppf  of  the  pure 
ktid,  or  less  than  two  drops:  the  animals  were  left  after  death  for  twenty- four 
hours  in  a  chamber,  and  then  buried  in  moist  earth  a  foot  and  a  half  or  two. 
feet  deep. 

The  disinterment  took  place  after  various  periods,  from  fifteen  days  to  a 
radnth,  and  the  stomach  and  first  porfions  of  intestines  being  separated,  were 
well  divided  and  mixed  with  pure  water,  and  distilled;  a  little  sulphuric  acid 
was  added  to  the  substances  in  the  alembic,  and  the  recipient  was  cooled  by 
ice  and  water. 

,  «  - 

The  products  were  rendered  fiUghtly  alkaline,  and  then  tested  by  the  per- 
sulphate of  iron  orsulphate  of  copper,  and  a  little  excess  of  muriatic  acid  was 


Quina—Oil  of  Turpc^rtine— Opium.  277 

p^m^  «p<>a  the  pracij^tiite«  occMioned  by  tlie#e  mIH.  ^o  pmiBic  acid 
09qid  be  discg^?ered  in  aoiiQ^»  tbo  viscera  of  wbich  were  in  a  state  of  com* 
plete  j^tttrefactipiD :  it  was  found  after  iatecxals  of  two  or  tbree  da;r»y  bat  never 
after  a  longer  period  tban  ei«bt  dajfs. 

From  tbe^e  experimeots  it  appears— K  Thatprussic  acid  cannot  be  disco- 
Xf^red  in  a^maJs  poisoned  by  saiall  <|aaatitie6  of  it^  after  exposition  of  these 
^4;ea,  ibr  two  or,tbr^«  4ay^  to  ^eair.  %^  l^lial  the  disappearance  of  the 
poison  in  the  viscera  after  a  longer  j»ertod  than  this  is  due  to  its  decomposition, 
^eb,i«  fayoar^db^r  tke  conti^ct  of  the  putrescent  animal  matter.  3.  That 
i«hen  it  is  necessaiy  to  examine  a  body  judicially  to  ascertain  tiie  presence  of 
this  piiison,  it  is  important  that  it  should  be  done  as  qaickly  a4  possible. 
(J^ttrnvl  of  Science^) 

S^phote  <^  Ovma.— According  to  MM.  Felletier  and  C^v£nto(7»  not 
I«s9,^an  90,000  ounces  of  sulphate  of  qnina  was  manofactuied  m  1326  in 
France ;.fi^(yiant^ty  w(^ic^  could  not  have  been  administered  to  leas  than 
1,444,000  persons.     {Jour,  de  Chimie.  Med.) 


AduUeration  of  Sulphate  of  Qminm  with  ^ar.— M.  Winkler  has  found 
^1|ib^te  of  qnina,  in  comm^ce,  adnlterated  with  sugar.  The  qnantitjf  of 
adniteration  was  ascertaiued  by  dissolving  the  salt  in  water,  precipitating  the 
quina  by  carbonate  of  potass,  filtering  the  liquid,  evaporating  to  dryness,  and 
digesting  the  residuum  in  alcohol.  This  fluid  left  the  sulphate  and  carbonate  of 
potash,  bjit  dissolved  the  sugar,  and  by  evaporation  the  latter  was  obtained 
in  iia  separate  state.       * 

,M.  Winkler  has  also  oiet  with  benzoic  acid  adulterated  with  sulphate  of  lim^ 
in, crystals.    {Bull^UnUty) 

Chafige  qf  Oil  of  Turpentine  btf  Exposure  to  iiir.^Some  oil  of  turpentina 
ifrBich  had  been  exposed  to  air^  was  distilled  by  MM.  Boissbnot  and  PaRSBT, 
who  obtained  a  very  acid  liquid  from  it,  which  consisted  of  acetic  acid,  and  a 
substance  which  crystallised  upon  cooling.  These  crystals  were  colourless  and 
transparent,  inodorous,  insipid,  very  slightly  soluble  in  cold  water,  bnt  vary 
soluble  in  hot  water:  they  were  similarly  affected  by  alcohol  and  elher« 
Strong  acids  dissolved  this  substance^  but  it  was  not  affeqted  by  alkalies*  It 
was  formed  of  oxygen,  hydrogen,  and  carbon,  and  does  not  exist  in  oil  of  turn 
pentine  recently  distilled.    (Jour,  o/^  Science,) 

A  Method  of  delecting  minute  Quantiiiea  of  Opium  in  Solution  ;  by  R.  Hare, 
M .D. — Through  the  discoveries  of  Sertuemer,  it  is  now  well  known  that  opium 
contains  an  atkatiue  substance,  called  morphia,  to  which  it  owes  its  efficacy  in 
promoting  sleep,  and  relieving  pain  j  also  that  this  alkali  is  naturally  in  union 
with  an  acid  called  meconic,  which  produces  a  strikinj;  red  colour  with  soln- 
tions  of  red  oxyd  of  iron.  Nevertheless,  this  property  has  not  been  proposed 
as  a  means  of  detecting  opium  ;  which  has  probably  arisen  from  the  circum- 
stance that  the  meconate  of  iron  does  not  precipitate.  I  have,  however, 
contrived  a  method  by  which  a  quantity  of  opium  not  exceeding  that  contlined 
in  ten  drops  of  laudanum'  may  be  detected  in  a  half  gallon  of  water. 

My  process  is  founded  on  the  property  which  meconic  acid  has  of  precipi* 
fating  Svith  lead.  Hence,  by  adding  a  few  drops  of  acetate  of  lead  to  any  in- 
fusion containing  any  quantity  of  the  drug  in  questioui  not  more  minute  than 
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the  proportion  aboye  n^ntipqeji^  m.  ohsefrvablq  quantity,  4>f  tlie  meeoiiajte  of 
lead  £Ub,dpwD.  .The  precipitatioiij  wkere.ihe  qnantity  is  small,  may  require 
from  sin  to  twelve  boar&i  and  may  bie  fiMutitated  by  a  very  gentle  stirring  with 
a  glais  rod  to  deta«;b  the  flocks  fv<fn  the  aides  of  tlie  recipient,  which  should 
be  cpnical,  ao  as  to  concentrate  jUtieoi  dfirjng  their  descent.  The  meconate 
being  tbus  collected  at  the  bottom  of.  the  vessel^  l^t  about  thirty  drops  of 
sulphuric  acid  be  poured  down  on  it  by  means  of  a  glass  tube.  Let  tiiis  be 
flawed  by  m  much  of  the  red  sulphate  of,  iron.  The  sulphuric  acid  liberates 
the  meconic  a^id,  and.  thus  enableait  to  producci  with  the  iron^  the  appropri- 
ate colour  which  demonstrates  the  presence  of  that  acid,  and  conseqnently  of 
opium.    {Philadelphia  Journal.) 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

On  the  Comparative  NufrHiv^  Properties  iif  different  kinds  of  Food, — A  very 
interesting  Report  on  this  subject  vita  ibrmerly  presented  to  the  French  minis- 
ter of  the  interior,  by  MM.  Percy  and  Vauquelin,  two  members  of  the 
Institute,  the  accuracy  of  which  may  be  depended  on.  It  may,  at  this  period 
of  public  distress,  be  valuable  in  those  families  where  the  best  mode  of  sup- 
porting nature  should  be  adopted  at  the  least  expence. 

Tiie  result  of  their  experiments  is  as  follows:— In  bread,  every  hunidred 
pounds  weight  are  found  to  contain  eighty  pounds  of  nutritious  matter.  Bnt- 
cher*s  meat,  averaging  the  various  sorts,  contains  only  thirty-five  povmds  ill 
one  hundred.  Broad  beans,  eighty-nine*  Pease,  ninety-three.  Lentils  (a 
kind  of  half-pea,  but  little  known  in  England,}  nipety-fonr  poiuids  in  one 
hundred.  Greens  and  turnips,  which  are  the  most  aqueous  of  all  the  vegetables 
used  for  domestic  purposes,  furnish  only  eight  pounds  of  solid  nutritions  sub- 
stance in  one  hundred.  Carrots,  fourteen  pounds.  And,  what  is  remarkftlfle, 
as  being  In  opposition  to  the  hitherto  acknowledged  theory,  one  hundred 
pounds  of  potatoes  only  yield  twenty-five  pounds  of  substance,  valuable  as 
natrition. 

One  pound  of  good  bread  is  equal  to  two  pouids  and  a  half,  or  three  pounds, 
of  the  best  potatoes)  and  seventy^five  pounds  of  bread,  and  thirty  pounds  of 
meat,  ate  eqnal  ti>  three  hundred  po«od9  of  potatoes.  Or^  to  go  more  into 
detail,  tbree-qnarters  of  a  pound  of  bread,  and  five  onneea  of  meat,  are  equal 
to  three  ponnds  of  potatoes ;  one  pound  of  potatoes  is  equal  to  four  pounds 
of  cabbage,  and  three  of  turnips;  but  one  pound  of  rice,  broad  beans,  or 
French  beans,  is  equal  to  three  pounds  of  potatoes.  (Edimhurgh  New  PhiU^ 
tophical  JoutnaL)     • 

,.CoceM  Caeti» — This  little  insect,  so  valuable  for  yielding  the  cochineal  dye 
and  carmine,  has  of  late  years  been  introduced  not  only  into  the  East  Indies, 
b^t  likewise  into  some  of  our  West  India  islands.  In  St.  Vincent's,  the  Rev. 
Ijmsdown  Ouilding,  a  distinguished  naturalist,  has  established  a  nopalery  (or 
cochineal  nursery)  in  bis  own  garden ;  and  it  is  believed  he  hais  already  sent 
specimens  of  the  dried  insect  to  the  Society  of  Arts  in  London.  The  species 
of  caotns,  or  nopal,  planted  by  Mr.  Guilding  for  the.insects  tp'  fe^d  and  bjpeet^ 
ttpon,  is  the  C»  eochinilUfer  of  LinnaBus,bnt  not  of  Decando^ie ;  which  last  is 
C»  Tuna  <^  Lionens*  In  Mexico  two  varieties,  or  perhaps  species,  of  the  in- 
scict  ar«  bred ;  a  superior  kind  called^a,  and  a  common  kind  called  silve^tre- 
|c  is  the  latter  only  which  we  have  yet  acquired;  but  the  East  India  Company 
having  offered  a  large  reward  for  the  utroductiqn  into  Bengal  of  the  former. 
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we  may  hope  that  tUis  wSll  soon  be  accomplished.  The*  im^Hance  of  the 
object  will  appear,  when  it  is  mentioned  that  the  anmral  consumption  of  cechi- 
iie^I  in  Great  Britain  atone  is  estimated  at  150^000%.,  which  is  worth 
275,000/.  sterling.  For  about  twelve  year.i  past,  a  fsw  of  the  insects  have 
been  kept  on  cacti,  in  one  of  the  hot-houses  in  the  King's  garden  at  Kew. 
like  the  common  coccas  of  our  pine-stoves,  the  male  is  winged,  and  flies 
about ;  while  the  femaTe  is  destitute  of  wings,  and  scarcely  ever  changes  her 
place.  A  good  representation  of  the  cochineal  cactus,  with  some  of  the  in- 
sects upion  it,  has  just  been  published  by  Professor  Hooker,  of  Glaiigilw,  in  the 
Botanical  Magazine;  a  work  now  Conducted  in  a  style  of  the  first  excellence 
under  that  gentleman's  management.    (/6ui.) 


INTELLIGENCE. 


MONTHLY  REPORT  OF  PREVALENT  DISEASES. 
During  the  early  part  of  the  time  embraced  in  the  present  Report,  the  beat 
of  tJie  weather  was  considerable,  and  was  attended  by  a  corresponding  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  cases  of  biliary  derangement.  Although  these 
generally  asjiumed  the  form  of  diarrbcea,  in  some  instances  they  passed 
into  cholera;  but  decided  cases  of  this  natm'e  have  been  much  less  frequent 
than  during  the  corresponding  portion  of  last  year.  Tiie  vicissitudes  .of  the 
atmo>pberie  temperature  have  been  considerable,  in  consequence  of  wbicli 
acnte  inflammatory  attacks  have  been  more  frequently  met  with  than  is  cus- 
tomary at  tbi^ season,  and  the  chronic  pulmonary  diseases,  which  often  inter- 
nit  dnctng  the  sorameryhave  not  undergone  their  nsaal  degree  of  mitig}iti9n« 


New  Cupping  G^oss.— There  is  at  present  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  MillikiOi  MMfi- 
eal  inatnaaent  maker  in  the  Strand,  a  Bovt I  kind  «f  capping  flass^  contrtred 
'by  Dr.  Btary,  It  is  intended  to  remedy  the  diflicnlty  lately  etperienced  at 
Qmy's  Hespital,  in  a  case  of  hydrophobia,  where*  from  the  situation  of  the 
wMindsy  on  and  between  the  fingers,  the  ordinary  cupping  glass  could  not  be 
applied* 

The  novelty  coosbts  in  the  glase  being  large  enough  to  receive  the  whole 
hand>  and  having  a  bottle  el  Indian  mbiier  attached  te  the  rim,  andaafficicol^r 
opened  at  its  bottom  to  admit  (with  some  difficulty)  the  hand,  and  afterwards 
to  embrace  closely  the  wrist  and  part  ef  the  forearm.  When  the  common 
'exhansOng  syringe  is  applied  to  this  glass,  the  effect  upon  the  contttned  hand 
Is  very  powerful.  Our  ^correspondent  has  no  hesUatien  in  expressing  a 
fliyourable  opfaoloB  of  thiA  simple  improvement,  as  it  affords  the  advantages 
both  ofthe  ligature  and  eappini^  glass,  so  modi  ineist^d  upon  by  M.  Mageodite 
and  others. 


'•  SUmuMing  Appiie«rii^n$  to  ihi  Bar.Stn,  Last  December,  a  genileaiaD, 
whese  case  I  had  declared  was  nearly  or  quite  ineanible,  called  on  me  fraai 
one  of  our  oldest  and  most  respectable  sDrgeons,irequesti»g  to  see  me.  Oa 
visitiag  him,  that  gentleman  proposed  that  I  shoolduse  the  ointment  of  nltnita 
of  mevcnry,  wblchhe  said  was  different  from  that  commonly  made,  by  beiAl; 
lopersatnrated  with  nitric  acid,  and  was  stlR  farther  iitt|>it>ved  fi^un  -  heinl; 


kepf  scTifti^y^VdV  aiMi^^^it  vrasitripo^bTeto  ^any  (^o^^^iMg  ft^'ltttMif" 
quality  ehe#K€re,  lie  gate  ihea  pidcebf  some  iie  fia^  lijr  bim.'  'ft  waik'a^Hi<$ 
according  to  his  wish,  afler  t  had  stated  to  my  patient, fbst  I  wduldn^iHber  ^IMiii 
merit' no^  take  Sisgtktk  from  t)te  ^periment,  aiia' after  a  shoH  trial,  i^n^ng 
tvhlch  the  meatus  !)ecam6  excoriated  (for  ft  was  ap/plied  to  otte  side^  i^^yji  ihtt 
patient  had  the  btntment  IV^mi -me,  atid  applied  it  prbfai^et^.  At  \h%  emi  Ai^ 
four  days,  he  became  one  mortriag  (accotidhig  to  Ws  dtWi'tfescripttoti)'  ^  # 
<!iuder  the  inOtiettC^^  of  t)i^ht>mare,  and  in  attempting  to  sp^iik,  thongfiiftli 
mintf  wiHecf  certain  worifs,  yet  themotiry  pothers  of  the  ttmgAeyefiisied^rt^l* 
6flfice,  and'he  titiered  incoherent  nonsense;  in  a  few  minutes  becfease^  W 
have  the  power  to  speak,  yet  had  his  senses  pcrfeciJyin  otlfei*  t^ipecfB,  ^Co^« 
pin|,  bleedinisr,  and  active  UntipfaTogistie  treatment  restored  him;  foot  hef  h^^ 
since  experienced  At  times  tlie  most  distressing  noises,  or  false  pen*ept?6t»/ 
vfhich  appear  to  be  eiicternal, — such  as  hearing  an  orgiin  under  his  wind6#i 
Imirads  in  cry,  hordes  gaHoping,  and  more  constantly  he  fancies  he  heai^  the 
erowihg  of  a  co'ck^who,  if  beginning  his  note  when  the  patient  loses  att  reetit- 
fi^ction  in  sleep,  seem^  to  continue  and  finish  it  when  he  awakes.  Bj^ 
indodng  ahd  keeping  Up  a  regularity  of  the  bowels,  and  by  ^e  ttse*  itif 
tonic  medicine,  these  sensations  are  leSs  distressrng,  yet  still  suffictently  so  tb 
caution  ptactitioners  agahistth^  use  of  this  ointn^ent,  which  is  much  too  eom'- 
monly prescribed.  ,  .  .     -i      \  .  ., 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  WRIGrtT. 


College  of  Physicians  versus  Vr,llknRi9 on.  * 
Sir, — In  a  late  Number  of  your  Journal,  yon  published  the  cocrespon- 
deuce  between  Dr.  Harrison  and  Dr.  Chambers,  and  appended  t9  it 
some  observations  of  your  own,  calculated  to  prge  the  QoW^^et.Xq  try,  fciv^ 
question  at  law  \^ith  Dr.  Harrison,  on  the  double  plea*-iirft»  th^t^  iwit^oi^t 
such  trial,  and  enforcement  of  power,  existing  Licentiates  wefe  no>t,.cl{iiy 
protected  in  privileges  for  which  they  had  paid  down  .their  monfj^;,  ^nd 
secondly,  that  physicians,  inteudiog  hereafter  to  practise  in  London^  w.pu^dj 
without  sQch  an  exercise  of  authority^  be  emboldened  to  set  thie  Cpjlegi^  m 
defiance  altogether.  Whether  urged  by  such  representations^  or  by  their  pwi^ 
sense  of  duty,  I  know  not,  but  it  appears  that  the  tocsin  of.  war  ha^.  be^^i^ 
sounded.  Dr.  Harrison  is  currently  reported  to  have  receive^  notice  of  acUpii^ 
^ir  J.  Scarlett  and  Mr.  Brougham  have  got  their  retaining  fees  for  the  Col- 
lege, and  solicitors  on  both  sides  are  giving  dreadful  note  of  preparation. 
Under  these  circumstances,  painful  to  contemplate^ permit  a  bystander  to  offer 
a  little  disinterested  advice  to  all  parties,— to  the  President  and  Fellows^ — to 
Dr.  Harrison,  who  braves  their  authority, — and  to  yourself. 

The  view.  Sir,  which  yon  have  taken  of  this  qnestion  appears  to  me  to  be 
singularly  unfortunate.  With  an  apparent,  and  (I  may  safely  add)  most  sin- 
jcere  desire  to  be  impartial,  your  remarks  were  in  reality  calculated  to  foment 
discord,  and  to  close  the  avenue  to  professional  harmony.  Yon  have,  ovj^ji- 
strained  one  argument,  and  shut  your  eyes  toothers,  and  in  this  way  iMive 
led  to  some,  very  erroneqns  impressions^  which  it  is  the  aim  of  tbia  letter,  to 
refute.  My  object,  I  again  repeat,  is  peace  and  harmony  in  the  profession. 
Bickerings  among  professional  m.^n  arc  Rlways  viewed  w^tli  great  disfax^MUi  by 
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^ged|  and  iiawai:r9ntied^,QM>st  ^rfif}^^  t  ^rM^mJ^y^^il  «t  9QC9  admit.  ,  That 
Qr^Chamben^wasfi^i^tl^  jii»tifi^  iQ  ij^us^.tQ  ffi«^  Pf«  Harrison  mnnoX 
iie4is(M^ted  for  «.i^(MV^eQlH  Jl\&m$ytpf^\r^  ^ipifik,^^if^^va».  ium,  .and  Dr. 
i^rrUon*»'ObiervatiQns.in,reply.a):e  peiti9b,  an^.ia.fqryi^ad  tas^^.  A^  this  I 
a^it|.  J^fitwt^i$ii.c«nfi^9ti>equefttion,,ia.ilM»:^af4]^  aad.  unwise coadnet  tp  be 
9{a4?^,(U^  ^cpniM  wmtH  of  a  &ecioaft.pj:oc^ediqg  in  lav  ?  1%  it  .recKonad  pradeot 
oijfiprpse  in  a  gen^ i^alito  g|i.ire  batUe,  becai^c.aofne  Qoliajili  comes  out  in  fioot  of 
t^s^my-i  andacts  the  bravado?  ,Let  ua  laef^t  .this. question  fairly.  If  the 
(^iegf  of  Physicians  perceive  an  increasing  .disincJiaation  on  the  part  of 
p]|iyejicians  (not  being  English  gradnafea)  to  coma  before  them,— if  the  number 
of  physicians  practising  in  London  without  licence  from  them  be  increasing} 
-trie  cvi)  be  thereby  springjgog  up  to  the  king'a  Utgjes,  then  is  thera  indeed  a 

S^tu^vtndke^i^wts,  It  then  behoves  the  Qo\kgi^  to  bet^tir.themselvesi  to  show 
at  they.hayje  af  heart  the  interest  of  the  community,  and  are  deserving  of 
jJia  prt¥^legea  they,  ^ojoy .  Hut,  if  they  find  thia  a  aolilary  (or  nearly  solitary) 
ii^tance  of  defiance, — if  the  number  of.  Licentiates  be  ^l^e^aal  to  those  of 
former  years,— if  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Harrison  be  generally  disapproved  of, 
— ^if  there  still  remain  ample  reasons /or.  bel|eirifg  that  the  interest,  no  less 
thaif^lf^l^od  s^se,  of  physicians  will  bring  them  before  the  President  and 
Censors  in  time  to  come  as  in  times  p^t9*^then<dal-8ay^  jiiiry  Ihat  the  Coiega 
will  better  show  their  prudence  in  abstaining  from,  than  in  courting  the  publi- 
city ot\  a  trial  at  law. 

Now,  Sir,  I  maintain  that  such  is  the  exact  position  of  the  College  at  this 
moment.  Their  authority  is  acknowledged  by  all  the  respectable  physicians 
6t  Lbi^ldon^  The  public  attaches  a  high  degree  of  importance  to  the  title  of 
'f'^Ifeibber''  or  "  Licentiate**  of  the  College,'  and  this  alone  would  be  a  suffi- 
cl'ent  motive  with  very  many.    But,  far  more  than  all,  the  qualification  of  a 

Sidentlate  is  Indispensable  to  aTI  aspirants  to  the  public  hospitals  and  dispensa- 
^^i  of  London.  '  This  it  would  still  be',  though  the  College  were  to  lose  their 
a^cY^di^  to-morrbw ;  and  I  feel  the  most  perfect  confidence  that,  even  in  such 
in  t^ent,  (which,  however,  I  do  not  anticipate,)  the  same  number  of  candi- 
dktM  fot"  the  College  licence  would  still  annually  appear  before  them.  The 
^ollfege  ought  to  know,  and  I  hope  they  do  know,  that  their  truest  and  noblest 
soifrce  of  power  is— not  the  charter  of  Henry  the  Vlllth,  but  the  charter  of 
pnl>lic  opinion.  They  enjoy  the  good  opinion  of  the  public  for  many  reasons, 
but  mainly  for  this,  tliat  they  have  run  an  even  and  quiet  course, — that  their 
influence  has  been  gained'by  tiihe  and  in  silence,  and  not  by  sudden  displays 
of  energy, — that  they  have  not  obtruded  their  privileges  upon  the  public  eye, 
nor  used  the  power  that  has  descended  to  them  from  very  distant  times  with 
any  thing  like  harshness  or  petulance.  My  earnest  advice  to  them  is— not  to 
sWerte  iVom  the  path  ^liich  has  hitherto  proved  so  fortunate  for  them,  and  so 
'tfsefhl  to  the  pub]ic,-^ndt  to  allow  themselves  to  be  hurried  away  by  the  bold 
teiiring  of  one  angi*y  m^n  to  an  act  that  savours  more  of  bravery  than  of 
li^tion. 
-  Ijet  m  imagine  fbr  a  moment  that  my  advice  is  takeii,  that  Dr.' Harrison's 
^1b8  (supposing  them  to  be  such)  are  overlodked^  in  what  respect  is  the  Co^ 
Uge  wome  off  than  they  were?    He  has  been  practising  fdi-  ti  least  ten  yeafk 
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in  London.  If  zeat  for  the  good  of  the  public  induces  tbem  to  prosecute,  the 
public  will  feel  and  say  that  they  ought  to  have  done  so  long  ago.  They  will 
'*  take  notliing,"  as  the  lawyers  say,  by  that  motion.  If  ja  desire  to  dp  justice 
to  eiisting  Licentiates  actuate  them,  I,  as  one,  beg  to  say  that  I  require  n<| 
such  stretch  of  kindness.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  what  I  have  got  for 
my  money,  partly  in  increased  respectability,  partly  In  increased  notoriel;y, 
but  chiefly  in  the  entrance  it  has  afforded  me  to  two  charitable  institutions.    ^ 

Bui,  Sir,  supposing  that  my  advice  is  not  taken,  that  Dr.  Harrison*5  chal- 
lenge is  accepted,  the  action  entered  for  trial  in  Westminster  Hall,  and  the 
lawyers  in  their  wigs  are  arranged  *'  in  terrible  show  ;'*  it  will,  I  presume,  be, 
conceded  to  me  that  the  verdict  will  either  be  for  plaintiff  or  defendant.,  .If 
Dr.  Harrison  gains  his  action,  either  from  a  flaw  in  the  indictment  (a  very 
conceivable  case)  or  on  the  merits,  the  consequences  are  serious.  I  will  no^ 
stop  to  investigate  them,  because  1  expect  that  the  College  will  carry  dieif 
point,  and  compel  Dr.  Harrison  to  pay  them  5^  a  month.  What  lyill  be  tlie 
feeling  of  the  public  in  such  an  event  on  this  subject?  They  will  probably, 
reason  in  the  following  manner : — The  College  have  carried  their  point :  **  the, 
law  allows  it,  and  the  court  awards  it"  But  is  not  the  College  of  Surgeons  in 
as  high  esteem  as  the  College  q(  Physicians,  and  do  they  enjoy  such  a  privilege.? 
Is  it  not  a  sufficient  penalty  to  be  debarred  from  the  privilege  of  meeting  your 
professional  bretliren  in  open  day,— to  be  denied  acc«»  to  the  principal  hosj^U 
tals  and  dispensaries  of  the  metropolis, — to  be  foond  wanting  in  that  list  or 
'*  learned,  grave,  and  profound  practisers  in  the  faculty  of  physic,"  which  is 
annually  put  forth  for  the  guidance  of  the  lieges  in  their  choic«.of  adoctojr?,  Is 
not  all  .this  enough,  without  the  penalty  of  5/.  a  month? 

Besides^  though  this  be  law,  where  is  tlie  equity  of  the  power  thus  v^steff  in 
the  College?    Beyond  the  seventh  mile-stone  from  the  standard  ui  GoftifalU, 
Dr.  garrison,  and  Drs.  A.  B.  and  C,  are  legally  entitled  to  practise  pbjrsic 
every  hour  of  their  lives;  and  thongh  Dr.  Chambers  yeiy  properly  vefoeit  to 
meet  Dr.  Harrison  in  coosnltation  cither  at  Brompton  or  Folhafli,  lie  cowKI 
hardly  refuse  to  meet  him  at  WandsworUi,  and  certainly  not  at  Bichmopd^ 
fUt  public  ^yvooid  n«t  see  mqc^  jceason  hi  t^ia-    It  has  bei^  fttjlewy^  tp  .^e- 
feu^  t^is  priyil^e  on  the  gr<vm4  M*«t  ¥>e  io^oz  of  atve^e  caMS  mXo,  l^s»pt^» 
requires  that  additional  tiaf^guards  should  here  be  throwsi  ^liont  the  Jiv^^.^f  411* 
di victuals.  This  argument,  boweye.r,.we  may  safely  set  asi^.eAsjlk?«r,omiseiiae. 
),t  is  periTectjy  clear  that  the  diploma  of  the  university  of  Edinbhurgh^if  sq9- 
cie^t  to  authorise  a  man  in  the  practice  ^pf  physic  at  Liverpool  (wbich  no  one 
questions,)  is,  iu  equity,  quite  sufficient  for  I^pdon.    But  the  College  have  a 
charter,.confir;ned  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  tlwt  charter  gives  an  additional 
security  to  those  whom  good  fortune  has  fixed  either  in  or  within  seven  miles 
of  London.    But  the  pnbUc  will  not  overlook  this  important  fact^  tbat  a  phy- 
sician practising  in  London  is  not  practmng  without  licence^  for  his  ^dip^omii 
gives  him  authority  '*  mjcdicinam  colendi  docendi  et  faciendi,  hie,  et  ubique 
terraitum*'    His  licence  is  a  g,ener^l  one,  9x4  general  rules  must  biend  tQ  9!^- 
ticnlar  drcnnQstances.    'rhe  public  would  see  this,  bat  jAey  jua^  happen  to 
think  at  the  same  tim.e  that,  if  a  charter  was  npw  for  the  fiist  time  io  be 
granted  to  the  College  of  Physicians,  it  would  probably  rei^ble  that  ff^^miv 
given  to  the  College  of  Surgeons.    The  honour  of  being  enrolled  in  it,  and  tlvS 
discredit  of  exclq^oa,  >vonld  doubl^^  be  considered  snffioienit  Jaducemtfits 
i^  sweU  tbe  ranks  bo^  of  Fellows  and  Iticentiates,  without  any  mention  oif  fine  i 
and  sp  it  would,  I  am  well  convinced.    A  few  indepeildails  wonlil  nom 
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then  8t^rt  up.  b^t  the  great  majority  of  the  practitioners  of  physic  in  and 
about  Lbi^'iTon  Would  be  enrolled,  under  some  denomination  or  another,  in  such 
a  College. 

Here  I  conclude.  My  argument  may  be  snmmed  up  in  a  few  words,  though 
I  think  none  qf  your  readers  can  well  have  mistaken  it.  I  acknowledge  the 
power  of  the  College.  I  believe  that,  if  they  persevere,  they  will  gain  their 
action ;  but,  in  so  doing,  I  aver— first,  that  they  will  incur  some  risk,  and  per- 
haps a  little  odium,  without  adequate  ptiMt«  grounds ; — secondly,  that  the  real 
and  best  source  of  their  power  is  the  good  opinion  of  the  public,  which  may  be 
siiaken.  bht  cannot  be  increased  by  a  public  trial ;— thirdly,  that  there  is  not 
f£[e  sraattest  fear  of  Dr.  Harrison's  example  becoming  contagions; — fourthly 
and  lastly,  that,  if  the  College  are  really  anxious  to  try  the  question  of  their 
right  to  summon  before  them,  and  to  fine  for  contumacy,  they  had  better  take 
some  other  opportunity,  rather  than  be  driten  hastily  into  the  measure  by  the 
idle  vaunting  of  an  individual,  who,  in  a  moment  of  irritation,  throws  down  the 
gauntlet  of  defiance.  The  charter  of  the  College,  though  old-fashioned,  has 
h^herto  worked  well.  Let  the  College  think  seriously  ere  they  "bend  the  old 
bow  to  its  full  stretch  of  power.  By  precipitate  opposition,  they  may  unwarily 
be  loosening,  some  of  the  less  apparent  but  most  honourable  foundations  of 
their  power,  and,  while  they  triumph  over  Dr.  Harrison,  excite  among  those 
who  are  always  but  too  forward  on  such  an  occasion,  the  popular  cries  of 
persecution  and  Monopoly. 

.     ,  I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  hmnble  servant, 

^  A  Licentiate  of  the  London  College, 

Avgustt;  IB^. 

.,  \^.  It  vaa  o«r  Intention  tolmv<9  nwde  some  observations  on  the  preceding 
iftit^  l^t»  as  we  are  pressed  for  rooosv  we  most  postpone  them. 

X  'Unimermifi^  E4inburgk.-^We  l99m  from  m  eorrespondent  in  Edinborgh, 
tiltt  not  fewer  than  one  huninS  mud  stxiy  gentiemen  have  just  receited  the 
dsgpnte  of  M.  D« 

-  <'SI*  'BarlU6t9ineni^9  HoapU0.l^Mr,  Ear  lb  has  be^n  elected  one  of  the  senior 
«lrt|$l!otts,  on  the  resignation  of  Mn  ABBttMBTBt ;  and  Mr.  Skbt  has  been 
^eHecP  assistant  surgeon. 

'  Jlfi<fd2es«ir  Hospital.— Mr.  fit:  Mayo  faas\)^en  efected  siirgeon  in  the  room 
of  the  late  Mr.  SffAW. 

Si,  George*  HospitaU — Our  readers  will  leani  with  satisfaction  that  the 
building  of  ttw  new  bospital  has  at  length  commencedf.  ti  is  so  contrived  as 
not  to  interfere  with  the  present  establishment^  it  will  aSSbrd  accommodation 
to  a  much  larger  number  of  patients;  and,  being  a  handsome  elevation,  will 
be  a  great  improvement  to  that  part  of  the  town,  the  present  building  being, 
it  must  be  acknowledged^  any  thing  rathek*  than  ornamentaU 
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vrMl  ^oalk*  Mm  M  etiiertd  oh  fkU  UH  oitoepi-  ihM0i€nt  to  wfot  the  purpose  i  m,  in  Uojitt 
MiAirto  trontmittedm  the  names  af  works  have  fre^entfy  b^en  given  aspuolished,  which  have 
oti  a^taredfar  wee^s,  or  even  months,  after,'^ 

l^nctical  Observations  on  the  Management  and  Diseases  of  Children.    By  ^ 
tA9  lateT.  G.  HAOEir^  Esq.    With  additionait  Obserfations,  and  a  Biogra- 
pl^l  Notice  of  the  Antbor,  by  Thomas  Aicock,  Surgeon* 
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TIm  Medical  aDd  Sat^cal  Stndcnt'i  Sj^Bopii*  and  Goidej  nota/ftiAi^  t 
petBil  oriheproper  Coone  of'Stadj,  sod  Work*  lobe  conwlted,  dec.  B; 
O.  T.UavueN)  LiceDtiileofUte  Royal  College  of  Sorgeona in  IreUod. — Itmo. 
pp.  141.     Hodges  uid  M'Arlhur,  Dublin. 

Menu.  Maxim*,  and  Memoin.  B;  Williah  Wa.Bd,  E*q.  r.t.*.  £(itf(«oa 
Eitraordinary  to  iheKingi&c. &c.  &c.~8vo.  pp. 303;  witliPlatea.  Cailov 
■adWiUoa,  LumIod,  1S«7. 

Medical  ExiM»;  or,  a  Code  «f  Inibtules  and  Precepto  adapted  to  thePra- 
fmsioDsl  Candiict  or  Pbysiciaos  and  SurgeonB.  By  the  late  Thomk 
Pbrcitai,,  m.d.  rA.t  and  A.>.  Loud.  w.rm.  and  >iH.8.  Bdiii<>.  «cc.  &c.  WMi 
AddilioDi,  illaatrative  of  tbe  paat  and  pfe«ent  State  of  the  PiofessioD,  and  it* 
CoUe^te  ItutitBtiaiM,  m  Great  Bttiain.— 13mo.  pp.  S60.  W.  Jaelwy 
LoDdoo,  18S7. 
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FH^  niwy  fortanate  dtacovertes  fai  mcdMoe,  ftnd  for  the  defeeetioa  of  avaMroira  error*,  the 
wwid  la  iadebCed  to  the  npid  drctdatioB  of  Monthly  Jouroalt}  and  theie  never  exbted 
any  work,  to  which  the  Fnealty,  in  J^nit^e  and  Anerica,  were  ander  deeper  obligations, 
than  to  the  Medical  and  Phyvical  Journal  of  London,  now  forming  a  long,  but  an  JnTaluable, 
serie8.^KUSH. 
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SLOUGHING  SORES. 

Observations  on  Sloughing  Sores,     By  G.  G.  Basing  ton,  Esq. 

Surgeon  to  the  Lock  Hospit4L. 

Some  months  since  there  appeared  in  the  London  Medical 
and  Physical  Journal  several  cases  of  sloughing  sores  in  the 
eenitals,  collected  from  the  different  hospitals  in  London.  A 
few  G^  these  had.occuried. under  my  care  in  the  Lock  Hospi* 
tal,  and  were  calculated  to  illustrate  the  different  modes  of 
treatment^  which  I  believe  to  be  adapted  to  their  different 
varieties*    As  the  principles  of  distinction,  by  which  I  was 

glided  in  the  choice  of  the  remedies,  were  not  detailed  on 
at  occasion,  a^d  appeat  to  me  to  have  Been  but  imperfectly 
understood,  I  have  drawn  up  the  following  short  sketch  of 
the  principal  forms  of  sloughing  sore,  and  the  treatment 
whicn  experience  has  led  me  to  adopt  in  each. 

The  singular  discordance  which  exists  in  the  treatment  pro- 
posed by  different  authorities  in  these  diseases,  might  naturally 
lead  to  the  conclusion,  that  cases  very  different  in  their  nature 
bad  beeai  confounded  under  the  single  appellation  of^slougbing 
sore.  This  I  believe  to  be  true.  The  various  plans  of  treatment 
which  have  been  recommended,  by  bleeding  and  diaphoretics, 
by  tonics,  or  by  mercurjTf  are  all  judicious  and  beneficial  in 
some  cases,  and  all  injuriousjn  others,  and  the  difference  of 
the  effect  may  be  accounted  for  by  some  differences  in  the 
character  of  the  disease*  The  distinction,  I  apprehend,  will 
be  found  to  be  in  general  exceedingly  simple,  and  to  consist 
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cfaiefljiB  iti;ih0iftifite'<^the>tafalhiTyicipenlfiti^  ia  the  imme- 
diali^twcdnky  olrtheniopo«>  In  a.pfitrtwhioh  iadioughing,  the 
<nraidai)ion  mvtf  heteitiietQboff&or  belywthe  natural  leveli  and 
i&is^tfaatdutyiarittherjsnrgeqn'toiiedace  it  where  it  is  exoesai«e» 
and  tO'^ise  add  eocene  dtwher^  it  is  dejScient  in  activity  and 
tone*  The  apptiamnoet  of  the:  edges  mod  surccmnding  sl^ 
ivilU  LheiiiBiire^  b^fcAind  tabel  a  far  morenjecttrate  and  delicate 
oriferlon^ef^lhe'stateof  d^eeinsulation  in  the  port,  than  either 
Hhe  «tata<cfi4|hb  pulse  or  .the  ttoperatnrexxf  the  >skia;  and^  by 
a»:due'illttotion  ttOiibia>  ciootLinstaoce,  the  practiticmeF  mil 
aeMom  hare  <tfea»oai  to  change  bis  plan  of  treatment,  and^wiU 
vi^.irarkly.b&'difiiqspoinlied  ifi  theoltiniate  ..   ' 

Onithede^pficiopUaitbeiUlimhig  division  has  beeDriaade^ 
■wtiieht^^oriUv'  >I 'beluKvey  be  found  tOKbomprehend  all  tfa)»  max^ 
InipoitJUUniiffi^ds.t  i'        ..  ,n        .  ... 

' ' :  i /Flcfii^ps  ihei  moatxiHiinxon'f oinn  «)f  doi^^ 
whidil  waflT'ettoplffied  i&*  i3ae43aise  of  Ann  GoUine.'^  In  men, 
itiftsfonndi^nsoaliyi  oatfae  prepuOQ. 'iTbe  mode  of  «it^  com- 
nleno^meiiii  AEEiries;  •>  Oooai^onaily* 'the  soughing  attacks  a 
sore  possessing  the  usual  characters  of  what  is  called  the 
Uiinterianchsmote;  but  more  eommonl^  the  first  app^rance 
is  as  a  small  siweHiBg,  or  Jump,,  bf  the  size  of  ii  large  pea,  not 
fito^ked  fojr-  any  cit citaistances  which  are  calculated  to  excite 
paitticnlar  attention*     In  the  oourse  of  a  day  or  two,  the^e 
appears  in  the  centre  of  thia  swelling  a  smail  yellow  hole, 
wl^ch  eidai^es  riipidly/ soon  becoming  black,  and  asanmihg 
t&e  following  appearance  :^--*Thei  whole  aspect  is  that  of  ae^dte 
iriflammatiaja;  the  ^rfaoe'of  the  feore,  as  has  been  said^  iadark ; 
thb  siti^Onodiiig  pairts  are  xnutib  swelled^  and  of  a  bright  arte- 
rial cokfixcm   TibBi6weUing*ia  of  that  kind  t¥hidii>  usually  macks 
acute. iiifiaiitti\aticia;  that  is^  there  is  depbsil&on  of  lymph  in 
ihe  eeUnldr  snembrqrne,  as  weil  asiclEiKiion  of  Borum.    Th^c^ 
is^  howey^r^nol:  bommonly  any  diafinnt  iadarated  base,  sisoe, 
if  9^di  ihdarai^ioai  ^jd^sttn  tile  earlier  i^ta^a^of  the  sore^  it  is 
rapidly  destroyed  hj  the  spretadingiUT  the'slough,;  and,  unlei^ 
1  the  progress  be-  ¥mliE^IalIy  slow^  there  -is^  no^  tune  for  its  re- 
ifbvma^ioii.  f  I'he  pain  is'seiverew  b^tf  n&k  moreao  itfaan  is 
readily  iacoi^tfted  for  f«oii)  theiviolJtnoe^Qffthe'infiammsition. 
'Tte  general  syistem  almost  alifvay si  syobpatbii^ea  iMith  the  local 
disorder^  bdjDg affected  with  the  ordinary  marks  of  infiamma- 
t6ry  action;     The  more  plethoric  the  temperament  of  the 
jiatient,  the  more  rapid  is  the  f^rogresa  of  the  sloughing. 
:    :  By  bleedings  antimony,  diaphoretics,  and  purgatires,  the 
inflammteOiion  may  be  sidoducd,  and  the  sloughing  arrested » 
Thefom  wiE  then  sometimes  gfaiifilate  and  heal;  but  more 

*  See  Nf .  .?»  (Sept^  1826,)  page  %0%. 


Mr.  BabingtOE onSloughivig  Sorek.  967 

commdniy  the*  ithpro^einent'iuiider -tU&ititbatmem^ 
temporary;,  and  the  ttouehing- tecum  in'totoe8»Te.atMu}k8 
^nlil '  meroiiTy  is  'employ^*  Tbaauefoiiv^andi  the*  reoo very  i« 
easy-and  uniuterrnpted .  •  if  the  BotgeoQ  caii'  tmst*  with  oonfl*- 
denceto  hie  owa  judgment,  -tfae^mttrtniry  may  be  eaiplo^d  io 
(he  fofit  insAanoe,  either  with  Or  tv'ithout  the  othel:  meaoi 
whkih  have  been  ntentioned.  Iiuieed,  if  the  prog^ees^U  hot 
very  r«pid,  the  cure  may  be  tmsted,  aa  in  the  caee  of  Aha 
Gbl6iRi>  to  tnercury  alrae.  Memavy  will  depress- 'atteried 
aoiioQ' (frith  no  less  certainty  than  antimoay,  otid  theae'dcH- 
presiping  eficote  are  no  sooner  feit  in  the  system,  than"  the 
skin  surrounding  the  uloer  bsos  its  bright  florid  hm,  the 
tiime£aieti(Mi  subsideSy  and  the  aloughkigceaacp  to  ispread. 
This  solr^  ipresents  no  difficulty.  Th^  effeot:  •df  itbe .  t«niedieB 
is  almost  always  uniform,  and  nothing  ^butian  unfounded 
d»ted«  of  ■menru^  on  thepatt«f  thn^saigeon^ftan  ;pcr{)Mx  ithe 
Ireatmtnt,  ov  affect  the' moitt(y<M6tbe:cuiiev  ilt  nuiyhieas^ 
sumed 'asa  priaeiple,  that,  >a8  *k>ng  a»>aeiU;e  ^inflammation 
exists',  meroury  nerer  either  occasions  or  aggra/valiesiskNi^h*^ 

2*'  Another  form  of  sloughf»geore,iHiicitlec8  ccMmnon  thtn 
the  preceding,  but  faroMkre  foimidkUe,  is ^hat  of  whick  an 
niBtaace  was givtain^the  case  efiobn  Bourke^^  It  is  obidiy 
met  with  in  ^the  grbin;  but  scnnetimesi  also  on  tibie  penis.  The 
state  of  the  psfts  is  exactly  ^pesite  to  thatwUch  pre^lsia 
the  firist  species.  There  is  little>fMiini  and  no  jtionidfabtion. 
The  edge  is  not  everted  or  elevated,  bwb  is  onia  kvel  miA  tke 
surrounding  intec^nmentsv  It  iis  encircled  by'  a  narirow  boarder 
cfvety  faint  pa^cohured  itAvmoMJbioti^'  fadingv  at  the  di»- 
tanas  of  half  an  inch  or  anr  ineh^  kito  the  eelout  of  theneigfar 
booring'skin,  which  is  more  than  usually  white;  and  as' it  were 
.bloodless.  The  slough  does  not  geaeraUy  <fiinn iii'laige  blank 
masses,  ot  separate  in  distinct  pditions^  but  uppeani  as  -  a 
vellow  fringe  attached  to  the  suttoanding  skiav  abd  htaiging 
loose  and  flaccid  intio  the  ptofusn  dJdci^ige  wfaidb  fills  tk» 
sore.  As  a  •suoeessive  edging*  bf  sltagfa  £orm)3,.  tli^  or^nal 
portion^becomss  i0folv«d  ii>  thro-^discbaFge  and  isJost^  much 
as  the  edge  of  a  piece  of  meltingiead  graduaUy 'sinks  and 'is 
lost  in!  the  Aiaed  metnL  The  nkeratidn  is  oftc^  most  exten- 
sive, but  it  chiefly  involves  the  skin  end  the  adipose  mein^- 
bmne, '  frequently  dissecting^  but  >  ravely  idestnixying,  the 
musctes.  Tlie  state  of  the  .pn)se  varies. ,  it'isvgen«*aUy  deQ- 
cient  in  strength,  thongh  it 'is  most  common^  fbequent^nd 
fuH,  and  is  easily  excited  by  stimulants  of  any  kind.         >' 

But  the  suigeon  cannot  be  toostnmgly cautioned againbt 

*  See-No.  3,  (Sept.  i6«6,)  page  tOT. 
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tvUBtitig  to  infefeaeefl  dmwn  fiom^tfae  pulse  or  the  :6kdn,«  in 
pvefee&aoe  to  tfaofie  whiob^  are  -mgvestediby  the  i  edge  t6f  the 
atoer;  the  appeakunee  of 'wfaioh  albrds^MiviiHsuig.  pmof  of 
the  iMgwr  of  the-droahtAicm  m  the  paut^  and  sttfficitwitty  an** 
diostieft  tbe-empleynonetot^of  tonioa.  Bark;  qoinme^  louDeeal 
9)dd8;  and  aaraapanlla,  ^nretfaeapprcspnaAaveiiKldies,  -aiad;  )if 
ceeaclily  continued,  will-gaBeraily,  eiren in  aggiavatod  cases, 
•ocGeed  ia  arresting  the  imorder.  But^  if  thesiu^eon,  wearied 
b^  the  obstinaey  of 'the  case,  and  alanoed  atthe'immnieat 
daa^  4t  the  patieiit,^-*doubtful  abo^  perbaps^/of ;the  Jaatice 
of^hisHyriginal'Opinion,  and  recoUeetin^  tiie  benefit  which 'he 
has  witnessed  in  other  itasesifrooi'de^letiton  *oir  nlercuiy^ 
ibould  resort  to: either  of  these  reoiedieB  !in  .tlie. present tin^ 
Bt^ti^k,  the  error  is  always  injavioiis^  andifYclqiiently  fstaL 
The  existing  atony-of^tlu^  btood-Areseeis  is  oftotiiso  farta«» 
breased;  that  t^e  progress:  of  the  sku^ing  cannot  afterwards 
be  stopped^  and  the  malady  not  rnnfreqaentHy  terminatea  ai 
death;  .      -  . 

In  these  eases  hemorrhage  is  by  ve^  meana  an*  naconanon 
bccurrenee.  This  ia  an  accident  to  which  all  sloughing  soires 
are  liaUe,  but  it  ts  net  in  aU  equally  dangesons.  In  /the  first 
sfieoieB  dt  frequently  oocufs  to  a  pfofnse  and  fqcmidablof  ex* 
Iseht,  from  the  folx^e  >  of Miie'  draiUation.^soinbaiiedj.'wiith  the 
noieneeof  the  sloug^ng;  bntil  bare  never  eeenl  Any  mslanee 
)whem  serious  consequences  eoaned^  The  toss  of*  Ueod/ne* 
IJevesihe  inflammation  imd  checks  die  disease,  and  the  be^ 
morrha^e  is  hot  snlject  often  to  reeur.  But,  in  this  iecnnd 
form  of  sore,  the  case  is  altog^her  diffevent.  Large  Uced« 
"ings  "Will  return  at  consid^Hidiie  kitervds^  and  often  so  reduce 
the  strength  of  ^le  patient  ats  moat  seriouBly  tb  awrinrate  hss 
4aiigen  It  is  sometimes  miifipesed  1t»t  the  lieHioKrhaBe 
takes  ph^ce  after  the  Ploughing  has  been  stopped;  andon  me 
separation  of  the  eschar ;  but  tim  I  :apprmei»d:  ia  an  mor. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  at  Ae  meement  when  the  spbanelation  is 
f>roceedi]lg  witar  the  greatest  rapidity  that  this  consequence 
IS  chiefly  to  be  appi^ended.  it  is  west  pobabk^tfaatitfae 
process  of  obliteration  of  the  blood-tiesa^'Dy'^beeflhsioii  of 
iymph,  which  is  known  to  be  usually  carried  oh:  in  thndieigfa* 
boufhoodofa.  sphacelated  part,  does  not  in  these  instanoes 
take  place;  in  consequence  of-tteiddbility  of  thc^eyatan, 
80  that,  when  the  coats  of  >  the  yet  pervious*  arteries  become 
inydTed  in  the  slough,  ihe  bidod  fortes  its  way  through  tiie 
flaccid  and  corrupted  mass*  •  At  any  rate,  nomeans  of  pre* 
Tenting  the  return  of  the  hemorrhage  will  be  foand  «q  enfeo* 
tttal  as  the  continued'  use  of  tonics,  by  which  the  bkjod- 
ressek  are  gradually  restored  to  their  natural  health  and 
vigour. 
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3.  Tiiere  is  a*  tbird  spdcioB  -of:  wf%  nAm^dAffem  ffpoi ^Ibe 
{^receding  rather  ia  its.  external  appetooMe.  UttJi.tn.ha  etmm^ 
UaL  dtaraoterfli  It  seldoia  oocura  utUeas  active  iaflammatioii 
has  {sieeected>  and  frequently  foUaws  the  eoplMS .  m§e  at 
iseccury  at  some' pi^Tious  penod.  Theia  is.Qoiisidjerajble  t«;-* 
iiefhddoa.  Ttbe^oloiiK  oftbe.oiroumfQveQoe^  instead  of  being 
bngkt  and  florid,  ia  of  a  deep  v€mo9is .  red,  often  inclining-4Mi 
^qde;  and  macks  rathecthe  stagnation  of  the  blood  in.tbt 
enki^eds  and  weakened  Vess^,  than  any  inoreesed  vigour  or 
tanreaf(ed  aotivity  of  oiraiilation«  The  afengh  is  nsiialW-  of  a 
ddrk  hue.  Tfaeore  is  Jitide  pain  attending  this  form  of  80re» 
nor  is  the  pvo^ress  rapid;  but  it  is  extremely  obstinate  and 
diffionlt^fi  oaie.  Tomos  aye  as  jaecesaary  bete  eaintbe  lael 
^Mdeiear^and  the  daogerfroia  mereury  is  equally  great.  If  this 
raaiedy  isffvaely  exhibited  iaiheadvsjiceii  axi^es  ^Ibe  disease^ 
HyjuoA nBfieqiientiy:hap|)eBS  tbat.the  penis,; i^iSQrotum»  and 
iJi&tiealickA^.aQd  jovKfitimes  the  lifeitself»  f£kU  a  ei^rifiee. 

4.  In.  the  forms  oTsore  which  have  been  noticed,  theprin- 
oiplaof  >tiealsieiit  im  smpla,'  and'  lihe*dcGi^naeis>  eeey«  The 
eolouE  and  state  -ef  the  sttDOonndii^  iollegiimeots  aflbrd  a  •  test 
irbiofaiKiil  seldom  l$a?e  the  si^eon  in  uncerts^inty ,.  attd  neyer 
misleaA  ibim;  land  :the  trecitment  is  not  often  liable  to  inter- 
niptiim  rfit»eaaxiy  ohugean  the  state,>  of  the  ^disorder.  But 
Imri^iaanaEthersore  onlhepenis»  ^ao  means  uncommon, 
e£  ^Joob  tfaje  de8cci]>lion  is  moio^diinGiilty  and  the  tjceatsAent 
lasare  ooixipliofttedi  •  Itis:  properly  sather  a  foi4.ihan  a  $lpu^ 
Bng  ukeiv  'hiiii»  as  it  isrUable^to  sodden  and  violent  attacks  of 
Alofighipgi  it  denkmds  a  plsne  in  this  eoamerationk. 

*  >,  It  .way  looaonon  the  glana  or  atr  tb^  u>eeifene  ;nrinariasy  but 
M  'inoat*  usual  seiM^  is  tehind  the  cQroD«^  glandie#  spiteadiag 
nfM^acda  im  due  body  of  the  penisir  between  ^he  corpora  carer- 
nosa  raiMdi.  the  rpiraQputiiiin,  and  dissepting  the  one  from  tbe 
otfaer^i  '  ISielsurroiu^dkig  partaei^  in  a  state  of  aative,  bivt  not 
oftaoaAe  iiiflsimmdtion*  ^  The  mIomt  pf  tbe.piepiice  is  florid, 
asi  it. is. geaefa%: swelled  and.>eMl^QatoaiSi  but,to  little 
thickened  or  rig»d  tlmt.ihe  oedema  iftobvipiiBly.jl2ke<Hdy  ob- 
:rtaieIe.to  its  eompl^ke^  jrelbraotion.  Thi^re  is  hardness,  but.  it 
does  nfl4  extend  oejiand  t^  ha«^  and  the  edges  of  the  soie, 
and  is  indeed ^mrly. confined  ta the  spiwdk^edga-rfor  it  is 
of  4he4ialrare^of  tht.seire.te  hi^at  one  nart,  and  to  spcesd  at 
aiMMbher^.  Wbenjibeisore  has  burrow^ bet«feen (the  oorpora 
chFecMisaandvthe' prepuce,' Uiis  thickened  edge.can  be  felt 
ea^emally*.  and)  nsae}ly  it  forms  s<  havd.  ring  encircling  the 
penis,;. marking  the  egcteiit  ol.  the  .uloeration^  iMsid  ereepifis 
nesfer  and  neetfer  to  tho'  pnbes  as  the  dieease  proceeds  up* 
wards.  The  discharge  is  brown,*  watery,  and  copious*  The 
pain  is  not  very  severe,  but  there  is  much  constitutional  dis« 


ti90  '     4»lliafN>(L'l»A!r'*1lfr/      '       '»' 

skin.  Ai»  lon^  ^is  this  ^^  'ptis^^^  hy  tvleeralietiv  itii(if)r€^8« 
fe''^iyBl<nv{;  but  ift  the  teiidd^Jatftafcfcs  of  blougfcittg;to*which 
ills' subject,  lAi?g^  pdrtldfts^«thfe*  df  jlfe«^)enidt)r  the  prepuofe, 
bttt  generally  of  thteibAnfer,  atlef  freqti^tt%  destfoye*.  '  Tlr€«6 
devtotations  Ml  som^tikiies '^im^the  gl«Liis/  but  chtefty  oki  the 
corpus  spoagiosHtn ;  so  thati  fh^^  afe'few'aidvaTieefd  eailes  -iii 
which  a  hole  has  ml  ih  this  Way  bemopM^itit^  theij^^ 
thra,  about  half  an  inob  ^r  ate  inch  abote  the  sfitvis^ekm  of  the 
frfflmam.  Until  the  disdhai^  a^sutties  a  healthy  apj^amtieei 
and  the  thickened  edge  eHbsides,  any  hppAveat  impityvement 
is  only  deceptive; 

It  IS  <^e  Habiiity  to  sk>frgh  wbioh  form^  one  of  th<  divGltii 
gulihing  characters  ofthis^sol'e;  aad  CMstituteti  tlM  ^prkici^ 
difficulty  ift  IrecLting  it?  -^^  stttte  ^f  thetsurMtM^ing  j[MVt» 
s«ifffieiently  «hows  th«i1  fhcire  ii^  ^MtWe^>  thotigh'  ttot  vidl^t 
inflattimation^  ^nd  itididites  the  ^^f^Ioyment  of  Mtiohloi 
gistic  ren^edi^.  Bu%  >  ^t%  Is:  U6t)>6'  rebl  totie  ;>  aM ;  ^if  Iftfe 
treatment  be  caniM''t4My  extent, 'the'  ptrt^<^aSBtkito  tlid 
opposite  extreme,  fendexten^iyo'^lori^frittg^neves^.  Mewuiy 
rs,  of  all  remedies,  the  Most  ben^fi^ial,  and  'Seidom  fiaite  at 
first  to  lessen  the  inflammation,  to  corteot  the  discharge;  to 
reducethe  thickening,  to  clean  thte  surftic^  ofthO»«ore;^hdi)d 
canse  a  comm^ncettient  of  eiice^itfatioii'.  But  if  «hM«Bttedy  is' 
continued  and  pushed,  so  as  to  produce  the  usual  depnessing 
effects  of  mercury,  the  c6nsequeiice  is,  almost  invariably,  that 
the  prepuce  acquires  a  dark  colour,  and  the  sore  sloagbs  in 
the  violent  manner  which  has  been  already  described  :  and  this 
effect  can  only  be  avoided  by  conducting  the  mercurial  course 
with  the  greatest  caution,  and  combining  with  it^sarsapariHa 
or  some  other  tonic,  which  is  capable  of  supporting  the  system 
during  its  continuanee.  As  the  ^secondary  erymptome  which 
follow  this  sore  are  peculiitrly  obetihate  and  dangerous,  hnd 
can  only,  I  believe,  be  escaped  by  the  early  ou!«  of  the  pri- 
mary ulcer,  too  mud^  'attention^caniioi  be  paid  to  the  regula*^ 
rity  and  management  oTthe  mfercurial  course* 

6.  There  is  yet  a  fiftli  specie^  of  sloughing  sore,  which'  to 
perfectly  distinct  from  anyofihe  preceding,  and  an  instance 
of  which  was  given  in  the  case  of  Sarah  Starkey.*  It  is  not 
eommfon:  I  never  saw  it  except  in  woteen,  ndt  except'  ik  a 
hospital.  In  the  Lock  HospitsLl  it  occurs  two  or  three  times 
in  the<;ourse  of  the  year,  and  I  believe  the  proportion' has  til- 
ways  been  about  the  isatiae.  It  i6  almost  confined  to  the 
lowest  order  of  prostitutes,  who  have  been  subject  to  great 
h'ardships,  and  have  been  in  the  habit  of  drinking  spirits 

*  See  No.  3,  (Sept.  IBta,)  page  905. 
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Uag^lyji.  I  have.  iteT/^.b60D  fable  .to  tfaisejtyltQi^ny  ptirlicukr 
pari«f  ^bf  town;,  ROM  do  i  half^r<9  ijb  to  depend  on  inleQtipxi^ 
m  iii;m.cas6.ha«rd  I  oeea  Uff6J)oiVied<  by  ^eQ0^dar3'.ayalpto«as; 
though.  iaiha.Loak  Hospital  iA  haajAev^r^^mwy  pecoU^etioHb 
bean  I  treated.  wiUv.i:Qeroiuiy;*  )  Ii^d^*  X  have:  si^eo  U  ^rigi  wU 
ipi  a.  |)ati)$nt  whaiiad<beei^<forifioiae  taoaaa^ittiaat^of  t^s^tiiH 
Qtitation;  wbeireiihaalong  been  bnown  undffibe  juat,  though 
im(ive«j  dbtatDStiyei^apAellalioA  c^iConslifcatiMal  .^ve^i 
,rTbis«aafte  ia<ex<:49siyely.pt^u»f(^  t  Itimay'h>e'>ii(uat^d(Qn.a«(jr 
p^,.€)f  th/9(Jc^i«i,  penoeiiWiP  oatea,  oi^  tbig^  iu  ttiei^rnaight 
t^^riiood^  .  Tbatsukvfaca^  ia  coircBred  v^tb  ^  ^biol(.4arli  stotugb-i 
the  discharge  is  thin  and  ichorous;  the  edgea -^Hi^^ tumid Mbd 
p«Atially'€|vect9d^;  Jthfi  tifevmfeateiiK^^  ita  at  oo^aidemble .  ex-' 
t^Pi  iBr  violently  inflai^edji  but  of  a  df^k-red  cph>ur«  .  It  is 
us^Iy  rfibraulaFk  or  neatly  aoj  andi  spreada  moal  rapidly,  aod 
f^^m^yf^  in  eve«y  direotion*  TJba  paJae .  is  greatly  aoofAfsf 
r^t04  diinng  the  progri^fis  of  thealQUgbii^t but th^e^ia  not 
lafph  hciat  of  tbre  skin,  oi  appf^ftraDOO  oC  t^ne  about  the  ays* 
t^H  The  pain  ia  ni^texeruciatipg  and  constant^  ajad  its 
9QyaFity/is  p^opprtioned  to  the  rapidity  of  the  sphacelation. 
This  v^QfiV  is  sufficiently  distinguished  from  the  first  species 
by  the  dark  colour  of  the  surrounding  inteffuments,  ana  from 
t^e. third  species. by  the  extraordinary  yioTanoe  €£  the  pain^ 
^d  the  extent  and ,  rapidity  of  the' destruction  which  itoc* 
c?M»iona4  .  '      . 

This  sore  i)avar  resists  full  dosea  of  opium*  Until  the  pain 
}0  subdued,  no  benefit  whatever  is  discernible^  but^  as  soon 
aa  this  effect  ia produced,  the  alougbil^  ja/arrested.  There  is 
^[>nsequeHtly  no  Iknit  to  the  dose  la  wnkh  ppium  should  be 
eKhibited>  until  full  relief  is-^ experienced^  wd,  in  order  to 
Scoel^ate  this  object^  the  external  appUcatioa  of  it  should  be 
flQtnbined  with  its  internal  use*  Opium  ia  ueeCul  in  all  cases 
of  painful  sloughing,  buti^ia  other  oaiies  of  sloughing  sores 
on  the  genitels,  thelbenetit  is  foi^  theomat  part  temporary:  in 
t^is  itis  jpermanent.  >  In  the  greater  aMt^er^af  instances  the 
sloughing  does  pot  racur^  and  the  aore  readily  cicatrises;  the 
period  of  raeovery  being  proporti^ied  to  the  extent' of  the 
destruotion.  Sometimes)  as  la  the  oase  of  Starkey^  it  is  ne** 
cessary  to  oombine  with  the  opium  soma  mild  tonic* 
/  I  apprehend  that  it  i^  in  this  sore  that  such  iremarkable 
^¥antage  has  been  derived  from  the  application  of  the  con«» 
centrated  nitric  acyid,  The  pain  is  in  the  part  which  ia  under^ 
going  sphaoelatiouj  and  if  the  process  can  be  hrou^t  at  once 
to  a  lermination  by  means  of  a  cauatjic*  the  relief  ia  as  com- 
plete as  fircon  the  use  of  opium.  In  {whatever  way  relief  is 
obtained,  the  effect  on  the  progress  of  the  sore  is  equally 
certain* 
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In  the  preceding  very  brief  sketch  of  the  general  plans  of 
treatment  which  I  have  been  led  to  adopt  in  these  diseases^  I 
have  confined  myself  to  the  result  of  my  own  experience, — 
not  assuredly  from  any  conviction  of  the  spperiority  of  the 
remedies  which  I  have  used  over  those  which  have  been  em* 
ployed  by  other  surgeons,  but  from  my  inability-to  analise  in 
the  same  way  the  principles  on  which  mm  practice  is  found- 
ed. There  are  doubtless  some  circumstances  in  the  foregoing 
statement  which  a  more  extensive  experience  will  correct,  ana 
many  which  it  will  render  clear  and  distinct;  but,  of  the 
justice  of  tiie  general  distinctions  I  can  entertain  no  donbt. 
They  are  neither  novel  nor  complicated ;  but  I  am  pecsaaded 
that  every  day's  experience  will  show  that  they  are  not  on 
that  account  the  less  practically  important,  and  that  they 
cannot  be  neglected  witnout  subjecting  the  patient  to  all  the 
hazard  of  an  uncertain  empiricism. 


STRICTURES. 

Remarks  upon  a  Method  of  cUviding  Impermeable  Strictures  within 
.  the  Canal  of  the  Urethra ;  accompanied  with  Cases.     By  R.  A. 
SxAvroRD,  Esq. 

Various  methods  have  been  employed  for  the  relief  of  those 
strictures  of  the  urethra  which  have  been  rendered  imperme- 
able by  thickening  and  induration,  with  consequent  contrac- 
tion aod  irregularity  of  the  canal*  The  modes  of  practice 
which  have  at  di0erent  times  beearesoxted  to,  are  forcing  a 
conical  sound  through  the  contraction,  effecting  a. passage  by 
the  application  of  caustic,  and  making  am  iucisipo  throu^  the 
perineum  down  to  the  stricture,  and  then  dividing  it.  But 
•xpmence  shows  that  these  plans  of  treatment  are  more  or 
less  liable  to  objection;  that  they  sometimes  aggravate  the 
disease  which  th^  are  intaided  to  relieve.  The  caustic  is 
uticertaiii  in  its  efficacy,  often  causing  considerable  constitu- 
tional derangement,  and  even  total  retention  of  urine.  The 
attempt  to  force  .through  the  stricture  with  a  comical  sound 
not  only  brings  on,  in  many  cases,  inflammation,  suppura- 
tion, and  retention  of  urine,  but  is  attended  with  great  risk  of 
making  a  false  passage ;  and  the  operation  of  dividing  the 
stricture  in  the  perineum  is  so  little  susceptible  of  being 
reduced  to  fixed  rules,  that  it  can  hardly  become  a  measure 
of  general  adoption.  . 

In  considering  the  imperfections  of  .these  modes  of  treat- 
ment, it  appeared  tomethatamethod  could  be  devised  by  which 

the  strictured  part  might  be  divided  within  the  cwal  of  the 
6 
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urethra,  and  thus  supersede  an  operation  p^^inful  in  its  na- 
ture, and  of  doubtful  result.  Such  a  method  would  effect 
with  certainty,  and  in  a  short  time,  what  the  caustic  is  in* 
tended  to  accomplish  by  repeated  and  tedious  applications. 
It  would  prevent  the  necessity  of  performing  thd  operation 
for  the  incision  of  the  stricture  through  the  perineum,  thereby 
saving  the  patient  the  inconvenience  and  misery  of  a  new 
channel,  and  leaving  but  little  for  nature  to  repair ;  and  it 
would  at  the  same  time  allow  the  urine  to  flow  through  its 
natural  channel. 

With  a  view  of  trying  to  effect  such  division,  I  con- 
structed an  instrument  of  ^  very  simple  kind**  It  consists  of 
a  silver  catheter,  and  a  stilettewith  a  lancet  point,  which 
projects  from  its  handle  about  half  an  inch,  and  is  maintained 
m  this  position  by  a  spiral  spring.  On  pressing  the  end  of 
the  stilette,  the  lancet  (which  is  about  the  eighth  of  an  inch 
in  length,)  is  thrust  forward  through  the  point  of  the  cathe- 
ter, and  recedes  into  it  on  withholding  tne  pressure.  The 
outside  of  the  catheter  is  graduated. 

Before  using  the  instrument,  the  exact  distance  of  the 
stricture  from  the  extremity  of  the  urethra  should  be  ascer- 
tained by  the  bougie.  The  armed  catheter  is  then  passed 
down  till  the  point  rests  against  the  stricture,  (which  is 
known  by  means  of  the  graduation,)  and,  being  held  securely 
in  such  position,  the  spring  is  pressed  by  the  thumb  gently 
and  gradually.  As  soon  as  any  impression  is  made,  the 
lancet  should  be  allowed  to  retire  into  its  sheath,  and  the 
blunt  point  of  the  catheter  urged  cautiously  forward.  If  it 
do  not  pass  on,  the  lancet  may  be  again  used  as  before.  After 
the  stricture  is  permeated,  the  armed  catheter  should  be  with- 
drawn, and  its  place  supplied  by  one  of  elastic  gum,  of  the 
same  size.  This  should  remain  for  a  day  or  two,  to  prevent 
the  union  of  the  divided  parts,  and  to  preclude  the  possibi- 
lity of  extravasation  of  urine;  and,  on  its  removal,  a  bougie 
should  be  passed  twice  in  the  week,  or  as  often  as  may  be 
judged  necessary,  for  some  time ;  and  the  same  treatment 
adopted  as  for  strictures  in  general. 

In  the  cases  in  which  the  instrument  has  been  employed, 
the  division  of  the  stricture  has  been  followed  by  more  or  less 
inflammation.  Such  an  occurrence  should  be  guarded  against 
by  the  application  of  leeches  to  the  perineum  immediately 
after  the  operation,  and  by  strict  adherence  to  the  antiphlo- 
gistic regimen.  If  the  presence  <rf  the  catheter  cause  consi- 
derable pain,  it  must  be  withdrawn ;  but  in  this  case  it  is  of 
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ms^terial  consequence  to  pass^a  bougie  daily  for  a  short  aedod^ 
lest  the  divided  parts  reunite.  Where  the  stricture  aisa  ba^ 
been  so  extensive  as  to  be  incapable  of  division  by  one  opera- 
tion, the  same  plan  should  be  adopted,  in  order  to  naaiataipi 
the  ground  already  gained.  ,     '/'■■  [i 

It  may  be  objected  to  the  use  of  this  instrument,  thai  th^^ 
is  a  possibility  of  making  by  it  a  false  passscge.  This  is  no 
doubt  true;  but  with  care,  and  by  paying  atteotion  to  the 
anatomy  of  the  urethra,  there  is  no£  so  great  danger  of  this 
occurrence  as  might  be  imagined,  for  the  lancet  is  too  short 
to  divide  much  at  one  puncture,  and  the  end  of  the  eathater 
too  blunt  to  be  forced  farther  than  the  incision  made.  At  ali 
events,  it  is  less  liable  to  be  forced  out  of  the  coarse  of  the 
urethra  than  a  conical  sound,  and  is  a  more  harmless  insiru- 
ment,  inasmuch  as  it  divides  the  parts  instead  of  teafing 
them  asunder.  To  divide  strictures  in  this  manner  must 
certainly  be  far  preferable  to  the  application  of  catu^tic, 
which,  as  before  stated,  is  uncertain,  tedious,  ^nd  often 
productive  of  ulceration  of  the  urethra^  It  might,  perhsoM; 
also  be  thought  that  considerable  hemorrhage  wotikt  fol- 
low the  division  of  the  stricture  by  this  instrument,  and  €hiA 
it  would  produce  much  pain.  But,  in  the  cases  in  which 
it  has  been  employed,  the  bleeding  has  been  inconi^iderable^ 
and  the  pain  trifling. 

The  cases  in  which  the  armed  catheter  appears  likely  to  be 
most  beneficial  are  those  where  total  or  partial  retentioii  of 
urine  has  arisen  from  strictures  of  an  indurated  and  almost  a 
cartilaginous  hardness,  and  which,  from  this  cause,  cannoi 
be  permeated  by  any  oUier  instrument*  It  may  be  useful  alsp 
in  those  impermeable  strictures  which  only  occupy  a  short 
extent  of  the  canal;  and  in  those  Ukewise  which  are  situated 
above  the  membranous  porttonr  of  the  urethra.  In  stnctures^ 
however,  which  are  complicated  with  enlargement  of  the 
prostate  gland,  or  are  of  ^at  extent,  and  have  become  ior^ 
tuous  in  their  course,  there  is  not  much  likelihood  that  benefit 
will  arise  from  its  employment. 

From  the  experience  which  I  have  now  had  of  its  \ise» 
I  am  inclined  to  hope  that  the  armed  catheter  may  in  doine 
cases  supersede  the  necessity  of  more  serious  operations,  and 
in  others  afford  relief  with  more  certainty  and  less  delay,  than 
the  means  at  present  employed.  Nothing,  however  minute, 
can  be  considered  trifling  which  has  for  its  object  the  allevi- 
ation of  buman  suffering :  I  have  therefore  thought  it  worth 
while. to  publish  the  result  of  my  own  experience  of  this  ii^- 
strument,  in  order  that  those  who  have  the  opportunity  of 
giving  it  a  trial  may  decide  upon  its  utility* 
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Case  I.r— George  Edwards,  ^taUtwenty-five,  admitted  into  St. 
Bartholpmew's  Hospital,  May  12th,  1826,  with  Stricture  of  the 
Urethra,  unde.rthe  care  of  Mr.  Lawrence. 

About  five  years  ago  he  first  foi^id  the  stream  of  hir  urine  df- 
minidhed  in  biW,  frotn  -which  time  unlil  the  present  It  has  gradu- 
ally become  smaller  and  ^mailer.  Ife  has  for  the'  last  dj^ht 
months  been  incapable  t)f  voicRiig  It' in  any  other'*manner  than  drop 
yf  drop,  during  whieh  time  alsd  he  has  had  frequent  atttteks  of 
tetention'ofirrahe,  accompanied  with  hernia  humoralis.  Hesuft 
fers  much  pain  in  the  region  of  the  pubes,  bat  Irequent  desire  to 
make  water,  and  tJiere  is^a  deposit  of  mucus  in  his  urine*  His 
tongue  is  foui,  )pvhe  quick,  and  his  general  heakh  much  impaired^ 
When  his  ucethra  was  exajpained,  an  impermeable  stricture  was 
discovered  at  the  distance  of  five  inches  and  a  half  from  the  orifice 
at  fhe  glans  penis. 

He  was  ordered  milk  diet,  and  placed  on  a  Atrict  antiphlogistic  regimen. 
Leeches  were  applied  frequently  to  the  perioenmy  occasional  warm  baths 
ased,  and  tbesmalleal-aizeo  bonipefl  of  cfery  detcription  passed  as  far  as 
iho  strictar^  twipe  in  the  week,  with  the  hope  of  permeating  it. 

June  SAx.  —AH  these  means  having  failed,  the  armed  catheter 
^wa^  introduced  as  far  as  the  stricture,  and  used  as  before  describ- 
ed. Three-fourths  of  an  inch  of  the  stricture  were  divided >  and, 
as  this  was  the  first  time  of  using  the  instrument,  no  farther  at- 
teno^t  was  made.  As  it  was  thought  bougies  might  tend  to  keep 
up  inflammation,  their  use  was  for  the  present  discontinued.  In 
other  respects  the  case  was  treated  as  before, 

12th<— On  the  first  day  after  the  operation,  he  made  water  in  a 
larger  stream  than  he  had  done  for  some  time  past,,  but  on  the 
following  day  much  worse  :  indeed,  for  a  few  hours  he  had  total 
retention;  For  this  reason  the  use  of  the  armed  catheter  was 
heaHybeing  abandoned,  but,  as  it  was  suggested  that  the  man 
ta%bt  have  become  worse,  owing  probably  to  the  reunion  of  the 
'divided  surfaces  of  the  stricture,  Mr.  Lawrence  gave  the  instru- 
tnent  another  trials  Accordingly,  on  the  following  day,  its  use 
was  had  recourse  to  again,  and  it  was  found,  as  suggested,  that 
Ifae  divided  portbn  of  the  stricture  had  closed.  This,  with  a  very 
|ij||le&rae»  and  without  pushing  out  the  lancet,  was  separated.  An 
inch  mov^  Qf  the  urethra,  with  the  aid  of  this'  instrument,  was 
passed.  A  bougie  was  introduced  eyery  day,  to  prevent  the  di- 
vi4^<^,part  froQi  closing;  when,  on  Friday  the  16th,  the  armed 
j^th.eter  wa^.  agai^  eniployed,  and,  with  one  slight  puncture  with 
\ae  lancet,  passed  with  the  greatest  facility  into  the  bladder.  It 
w^s,t^ep  withdrawn,  apda  silver  catheter  (No.  9,)  was  introduced 
instead  of  it,  and  a  pint  and  a  half  of  urine  drawn  off.  He  was 
ordered  to  l^eep  constantly  in  bed,  and  to  foment  the  perineum. 

i7tV— The  catheter  caused  so  much  irritation  that  he  could 
not  keep  it  in  the  bladder  longer  than  six  hours.  He  had  suffered 
some  pain  in  the  perineum,  but  had  slept  during  the  night.  . 

tie  was  ordered  to  apply  twelve  leeches  to  the  perineam,  to  take  an 
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withdrawn. 

]8th.-<-Had  not  suffered  so.  much  pain  ;  sleptt, tolerably  well; 
.a»d  had  had  bis  unoe  drawn  qff  twice  without  difficulty*.   Pulse 
^ghty ;  urine  thtck,  and  a  sediment  of  mueuus  at  the  bottom  of  it 
^The  draught  had  operated  three  or  four  tiroes.    .         .     .    .    . 

To  continue  fomenting  tb«  perineam. 

19th. — Had  a  restless  night;  felt  paia  in  the  perinenm,  but 

more  in  the  region  of  the  pube8>  and  the  glands  of  the  groin  were 

swollen.     His  urine  has  been  drawn  off  twice,  however,  without 

difficulty. 

To  apply  twenty-four  leeehes, — twelve  to  the  perinemn,  and  twelve  t« 
the  groin.  To  take  five  grains  of  Calomel  and  twelve  of  Jalap  immedi- 
ately.   Constantly  to  foment  tbe  perineam  and  region  of  the  pubes. 

Any  further  account  of  the  case  I  was  prevented  from  obr 
taining  personally,  in  consequence  of  indisposition.  I  after- 
wards learnt,  however,  that  in  a  few:  day sr  the  irritation  of 
the  urinary  organs  subsided,  and  that  the  man  w^it  away 
nearly  cured  *  but,  having  discharged  himself  from  thie  hos- 
pital, any  further  progress  in  his  case  was  prevented.  At 
this  period,  however,  a  catheter  (No.  10)  c6uld  be(  easily 
passed,  and  he  suffered  no  pain  whatever. 

Case  H. — John  Predam,  eetat.  forty-seven;  February,  1827. 
Has  been  afflicted  with  stricture  of  the  urethra  for  about,  five  or 
six  years,  daring  which  time  he  was  admitted  as  a  patient  into 
various  hospitals  and  dispensaries,  sometimes  with  and  sometimes 
without  relief,  but  he  has  never  been  completely  cured.  He  now 
suffers  much  pain  in,  voiding  his  urine,  which  passes  from  him 
drop  by  drop,  and  he  has  not  been  able  to  have  the  smallest-sized 
bougie  passed  into  the  bladder  for  the  last  six  months.  In  other 
j'espects  he  is  in  perfect  health.  Upon  examination  of  his  urethra, 
it  was  discovered  that  he  had  a  stricture  seven  inches  irom  the 
orifice,  and,  frequent  attempts  having  been  made  to  pass  a  bougie 
through  it  without  success^  it  was  resolved  to  divide  it  with  the 
armed  catheter.  •  . 

Feb.  14th. — Raving  ascertained  the  exact  distance  of  tlie 
stricture  from  the  extremity  of  the  urethra,  the  armed  catheterwiis 
passed  down  to  it,  and  it  was  divided  without  much  difficulty, 
with  but  little  pain  and  slight  hemorrhage.  There  was  then  sub- 
stituted a  silver  catheter  of  the  same  size,  which  was  left  in  the 

bladden 

He  was  ordered  to  take  an  aperient  draught,  to  foment  the  perineam 
constantly  with  hot  water,  and  to  remain  in  bed. 

I5th. — He  experienced  so  much  pain  that  he  could  not  keep 
the  catheter  in  the  bladder  longer  than  eleven  hours,  when  it  was 
taken  out.  He  has  had  almost  a  sleepless  night,  but,  since  the 
removal  of  the  catheter,  has  not  felt  much  pain  in  the  perioeunf. 
Pulse  ninety,  and  skin  rather  hot. 


Mr.  Staffotd  0n  ^Siridtmres .  397 

Apply  twciv^leeehM  to  tiwbertufnni;  to  omUmm  lb«M«tiM|:.^The 

catheter  was  again  passed,  and  left  in  the  bladder. 

16th. — The  cfatheter  had  remained  in  the  bladder  smee  tta  laat 
introduGtion,  but  its  pretence  had  canfied  considerable  pain,  which 
he  attributes  to  its  want  of  pliability,  and  its  striking,  when  he 
mov^s,  against  the  coats  of  the  bladder.  It  therefore  was  with- 
drawn altogether.  Pulse  ninety-four ;  skin  still  hot ;  no  sleep, 
and  there  was  a  sediment  of  mucus  in  his  urine. 

To  take  an  op<*iiiag  draught;  to  apply  twelve  leeohes  to  the  perineoro, 
And  to  continue  fomenting. 

17th. — The  pain  in  the  perineum  had  nearly  subsided,  and  he 
had  made  water  twice  without  difficulty.  The  catheter  was  .passed 
into  the  bladder  with  the  greatest  ease,  and  was  immediately 
withdrawn.  As  the  draught  had  not  operated  sufficiently,  he  was 
ordered  to  repeat  it.     False  eighty.four ;  slept  better;  skm  cooler. 

18th.-* Still  less  pain  in  the  perineum.  His  bowels  > had  b^en 
relieved  freely,  and  he  had  slept  well  during  the  night ;  pulse 
seventy.six ;  skin  co<^. 

The  catheter  waa  again,  introduced. 

19th.*— Much  better :  feels  pain  only  when  micturating.  Cbl* 
theter  passed  without  trouble*    Pulse  seventy. four;  skin  cool. 

20th. — Still  feels  slight  pain  while  voiding  his  urine,  but  all  odier 
unpleasant  symptoms  have  vanished. 

Catheter  was  passed,  and  he  was  ordered  another  aperient  draught* 

21st.-^Free  from  pain  altogether ; ,  feels  himself  quite  well.  He 
makes  water  without  pain,  and  in  a  good-sized  stream. 

For  about  a  month  after  this  period,  a  large -sized  catheter  (No. 
12)  was  passed  into  the  bladder,  without  the  slightest  impediment, 
twice  in  the  week.  He  now  voids  his  urine  with  the  greatest  free- 
dom, in  as  large  a  stteftm  as  natural,  and  without  the  least  pain. 

Case  III.— April  4th,  1827. — Michael  Barry,  eetat.  fifty-one. 
This  man  had  been  suffering  so  long  with  stricture  of  the  urethra, 
that  he  could  not  recollect  when  he  first  observed  the  diminution 
of  the  size  in  the  stream  of  his  urine.  At  present,  and  for  the  last 
two  months,  however,  he  has  been  only  able  to  pass  his  urine  drop 
by  drop,  andthen  with  so  much  pain  that  his  life  has  been  Gen- 
dered quite  miserable. to  him.  Many  trials  have  been  made  to  pass 
bougies  of  all  sizes,  from  the  largest  to  the  smallest,  without 
avail.  Upon  measurement,  the  stricture  was  found  to  be  situated 
three  inches  and  a  half  from  the  glan^  penis.  The  armed  cathe- 
ter was  introduced  to  that  part,  and  the  stricture  divided,  with 
but  little  pain  and  slight  hemorrhage.  The  instrument  w^s  then 
withdrawn ;  and,  as  it  was  discovered  that  another  stricture  ex- 
isted in  the  membranous  portion  of  the  urethra,  which  would  not 
admit  of  the  passage  of  a  catheter  larger  than  No.  5,.  it  was  judged 
necessary  not  to  introduce  the  gum  catheter,  but  only  to  pasiSta 
bougie  throi]^h  the  divided  stricture  every  day.  This  was  done 
for  a  fortnight,  without  the  least  inconvenience,  and  the  other 
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Stricture  wm  treated  to  th^  utoal  manner.  In  about  tAx  weeks 
both  were  cured,  and  the  man  eati  now  thake  water  as  well  as 
€ter  he  did  in  his  life. 

During  the  treatment,  leeches  were  af>p]ted  't6  the  perineum ; 
purgatives  giren  as  often  as  the  symptoms  demanded  mem ;  and 
like  antiphIog;istic  regimen  strictty  adtiered  to. 

London;  Avgusi  iSthy  1827. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  X^TICUg. 

Chtft  illiMr€ttim  of  the  Patiobgp  and  Smt^ical  Treatment  ^fsome 
of  the  IHsea$e»  of  the  Te^Uck  i  with  Obeefmatums.  By  B«  €L 
Baoiu«».  v«iua..  Sec. 

H^emaiocele. 

St^TEMATio  writers  have  applied  the  term  Haematocele, 
first,  to  those  extravasations  of  blood  which  take  place  withia 
the  tunica  vaginalis;  secondly,  to  extravasations  into  the 
oriiulsor  te^tute  of  the  SGrotaoi ;  tkirdly,  to  extfu^vxuyaliona 
intotke  ceUular  testure  «urroundiag  the  spermatid  chord. 

Bui  these  eases  are  essentiaUy  cbfierent  from  each  other. 
The  two  latter  correspond  to  common  eechyaiosis^  and  tiie 
former  atone  can  be  regarded  as'peculiar  to  the  testicle,  or  its 
appeadages.  In  this  paper  the  term  is  employed  in  the  first 
sense  only, — ^that  is,  as  si^ifying  an  extravasation  of  blood 
into  the  tunica  vaginalis. 

1.  Haematocele  may  take  place  where  the  parts  are  previ- 
ously free  from  disease ;  a  blood-vessel  being  ruptured  either 
in  consequence  of  a  blow  or  strain ;  or  spontaneously,  that  is, 
without  any  evident  cause*  Under  these, ciocuxustaoces,  if 
die  e^^travasation  has  taken  {dace  only  to  a  small  ei^tent,  H 
ipay,  {f  left  to  itself^  in. the  eoiirseof  some  months^  or  after 
the  lapse  of  one  or  two  years,  become  gsadually  absorbed* 
I/,  however,  the  extravasation  be  very  considerable,  such 
complete  absorption  does  not  take  place,  and  more  or  less  of 
^  tumor  iemams  ever  afterwards,  or  at  any  rate  for  several 

Casjb  XXVIL  H(8m(U<Kek  from  acddental  Ir^ttrf^^  ^  which  no 
Openmon^  w^o  f^formedy  <md  onfy  oipaHiad  Aitorptipn  qf  the 
fumor  took  place. 

•fl.  K — ,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  en  the  20th  of  September, 
ISfiO^  received  a  blow  on  one  testicle.  The  testicle  immediately 
became  swolleti,  and  the  swelling  very  soon  was  equal  in  Mze  to  a 
S?^^^'*  ^SS'  I  ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^  dvLjs  afterwards,  in  consultation 
with- another  medical  gentleman,  and  we  recommended  the  c^ppli- 
cation  of  spirttuoas  lotion,  and  that  he  should  remain  in  a  state  of 
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rest*  SotneitimQ  afterwards  we  prescribed  frictioQ  with  met^corial 
oiatment  and  camphor.  The  tumor,  however,  remained  iiaalterfid> 
for  upwards  of  a  year;  at  the  end  of  which  time  it  began  sponta- 
neously to  diminish  in  size.  The  diminution  proce^ed  slowly 
until  about  two^thirds  of  the  tnmor  had  disappeared,  and  theii^ 
ceased.  From  the  begijoning  of  the  year  1825  tp  August  1826, 
there  was  (as  I  am  informed)  little  or  no  alteration  in  it.  At  this 
last  period,  the  testicle  was  to  be  felt  in  a  natoral  ftale^  atMl  the 
tomor  was  perceived  as  a  hard  mass  adjoining  the  testicle,  but  not 
confottnded  with  it;  whereas  fonmerly  the  tamor  and  the  testickr 
were  not  to  be  distinguished  from  each  other. 

Here,  although  a  considerable^  part  of  tl!e  eottravmeat^ 
blood  remained  at  the  etid  of  six  ytnns,  there  is  no  reason  to 
believe' that  this  was  attended  with  any  injurious  cofise'^ 
qufinces  to  the  testicle  itself.  The  following  case,  however^ 
would  lead  us  to  suspect  that  a  large  haBUiatocele  cannot  be 
allowed  to  remain,  in  all  instances^  with  the  same  impunity* 

Gasb  XXVIII.  Ckise  m  which  thertwasretoon  to  b$Uev^  ttuH  f^ 
Patient  had  iabeured  undettiH  IUmmto6^  of  kmg  MtmMngi 
nndin  which  the  giandiUar  SinuOmre  of  the  Tmticle  had  disap- 
pecaredy  prohokly  m  consegticfioe  of  the  hng-contimtod  Pttsm^ 
■of  the  Extravasation. 

In  examining  the  body  of  an  elderly  negro,  who  died  in  St> 
George^s  Hospital  of  a  disease  in  his  longs,  and  in  whom  also  the 
arteries  were  found  to  be  extensively  ossified,  I  observed  a  large 
tumor  on  the  right  side  of  the  scrotum,  which  had  the  $hBpb  and 
s^pearance  c^a  hydrocele,  and  which  gave  to  the  touch  a  distinct 
feeling  of  fluctuation.  On  further  examination,  it  was  found  that 
the  tumor. was  formed  by  the  tunica  vaginalis  distended  with  abou^ 
twelve  ounces  of  .fluid,  having  the  appearance  of  coffee-grounds, 
with  numerous  masses  of  solid  substance,  manifestly  fragments  or 
coagrulum,  floating  in  it.  The  tunica  vaginalis  itself  was  mtich 
thickened.  The  substance  of  the  testick,  the  tunica  albueinea, 
and  the  tunica  vaginalis  immediately  covering  it,  were  entirely  de- 
stroyed ;  so  that  not  a  vestige  of  these  parts  could  be  discovel'ed. 
The  vas  deferens  adhered  to  the  posterior  part  6f  the  tum6r,  ana 
was  imperceptibly  lost  at  the  part  where  it  usually  joins  the 
testicle. 

Another  ease,  exactly  cof  responding  to  the  one  jutt  de  - 
scribed,  has  lately  fallen  under  my  observation*  The  mp^ 
peav^ncea  oa  diasec^ipn  were  precisely  similar  ^  but  here  also 
i  unfcHTtunateiy  lost  an  opportunitj  oi  learning  the  history  of 
the  case  dttriog  the  patient's  lifer-time. 

Cases  of  l^ii^  variety  of  hsamatoeele^  in  which»  fi^m  the 
layge  i^ive  of  the  tnmor,  tiiere  is  reason  to  bdieire  ibat  tlie  ex*- 
trataaatton  in  n&tlikely  to  bet^me  abaorbed/iiMiy  be  tveated  by 
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making  a  simple  puncture  with  a  lancet.  The  four  following 
cases  are  selected  as  illustrating  the  various  effects  produced 
by  this  method  of  treatment. 

Case  XXIX.  Hamatocele  occurring  spontaneously^  in  which  the 
Tu7nor  having  been  punctured  by  a  Lancet^  Inflasnmation  of  the 
Tunica  Vaginalis  took  placcy  followed  by  Suppuration^  and  the 
Patient  was  cured* 

W.  Cooky  nineteen  years  of  age,  admitted  into  St.  George's 
Hospital  on  the  27th  of  December,  1815.  Seven  months  before 
his  admission,  he  observed  a  swelling  in  the  situation  of  the  right 
testicle.  The  swelling  took  place  without  any  evident  cause,  and 
suddenly,  so  that  in  the  course  of  some  hours  the  testicle  appeared 
to  be  of  twelve  times  its  natural  bulk.  There  was  little,  or  jno  pain. 
After  this  the  swelling  remained  unaltered,  until  about  five  weeks 
previous  to  the  man's  admission  into  the  hospital,  when  it  was 
punctured  by  a  surgeon  whom  he  consulted.  Some  bloody  fluid 
was  evacuated,  hut  the  swelling  did  not  wholly  subside,  and  it 
again  increased  after  the  puncture. 

At  the  time  of  the  patient  coming  to  the  hospital,  there  was  a 
tumor  in  the  situation  of  the  testicle,  of  ten  or  twelve  times  the 
size  of  the  latter.  The  fluctuation  of  fluid  was  distinct  at  the 
upper  and  anterior  part;  the  rest  of  the  tumor  was  evidently  com- 
posed of  solid  substance. 

.  December  29th,  a  puncture  was  madewith  a  lancet,  and  about 
four  ounces  of  blood  y  fluid  wer  e  evacuated.  A  considerable 
quantity  of  solid  substance  remained  after  the  fluid  was  drawn  off. 
The  puncture  healed  by  the  first  intention. 

Inflammation  followed  the  operation.  Fluid  was  again  col- 
lected within  the  tunica  vaginalis.  On  the  10th  of  January,  1816, 
an  abscess  burst,  discharging  pus,  witluportions  of  half-dissolved 
coagulum  floating  in  it. 

The  abscess  continued  to  discharge  matter  with  portions  of 
half-dissolved  coagulum;  and,  as  this  discharge  continued,  the 
bulk  of  the  solid  tumor  became  diminished. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  the  discharge  ceased,  the  abscess 
healed,  and  the  patient  was  discharged,  wiUi  little  or  no  swelling 
left. 

Case  XXX.     Hematocele,  in  which  Inflammation  and  Suppuration 
followed  the  Puncture  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis^  and  the  Patient 
-    was  cured. 

James  Roles,  sixty  years  of  age,  admitted  into  St.  George's 
Hospital,  October  1st,  1817.  A  month  before  his  admission,  he 
received  a  blow  on  his  left  testicle.  A  swelling  immediately  took 
place,  which  gradually  increased  for  some  hours,  and  afterwards 
remained,  with  little  or  no  pain,  and  without  undergoing  any  sensi- 
ble alteration,  up  to  the  day  of  the  man  being  admitted  into  the 
hospital. 
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At  this  time  there  was  a  swelling,  of  an  oval  form,  in  the  situ- 
ation of  the  left  testicle. '  Fluid  was  distinguished  at  the  anterior 
part/  and  the  testicle  was  to  be  felt  at  the  posterior  part,  occupy- 
ing the  same  place  as  in  hydrocele. 

October  2d. — I  punctured  the  tumor  with  a  lancet.  About 
diree  ounces  of  dark-coloured  grumous  fluid  were  evacuated;  but 
this  did  not  cause  the  whole  of  the  tumor  to  disappear. 

The  wound  made  by  the  lancet  did  not  heal  by  the  first  intea* 
tion.  Considerable  inflammation  and  swelling  of  the  scrotum,  and 
skin  and  cellular  membrane  of  the  penis,  ensued.  A  serous,  and 
afterwards  a  purulent  fluid,  deeply  tinged  with  blodd,  was  dis- 
charged through  the  opening.  By  degrees  the  discharge  became 
less  disrcoloured :  on  the  1 5th  of  October,  it  consisted  of  pure  pus, 
tmd  the  inflamtnation  of  the  penis  and  scrotum  had  in  a  great  de- 
gree abated.    ' 

18th. — Pus  contwiued  to  be  discharged  through  the  puncture. 
A  collection  of  pus  was  discovered  in  the  lower  part  of  tne  tunica 
vaginalis,  which  did  not  readily  escape  through  the  original  open- 
ing, A  fresh  opening  was  made  in  this  situation,  and  a  good  deal 
of  pus  escaped. 

The  abscesses  were  slow  in  healing,  and  it  was  not  until  nearly 
(he  end  of  November  that  the  patient  was  dismissed  from  the  hos- 
pftal  as  cured. 

Case  XXXI.  Hematocele,  in  which  Injkmmation  of  the  Tunica 
Vaginalis  followed  the  Puncture  of  the  Tumor ^  terminating  in  a 
Cure  without  the  formation  of  Abscess. 

'  Jacob  Hill,  sixty  years  of  age,  was  admitted  into  St.  George's 
Hospital,  under  the  care  of  "Mr.  Keate.  He  had  a  tumor  in  the 
situation  of  one  testicle,  of  a  pyramidal  form,  having  a  good  deal  of 
the  character  of  a  common  hydrocele,  except  that,  when  a  lighted 
candle  was  placed  behind  it,  it  was  found  to  be  perfectly  opaque. 
There  was  no  pain  in  the  tumor,  but  some  pain  in  the  loins. 

The  patient  said  that,  a  year  before  his  admission  into  the  hos- 
pital, he  had  strained  himself  in  lifting  a  heavy  weight,  and  that 
the  swelling  immediately  followed  this  slight  accident,  but  became 
larger  afterwards. 

'  Mr,  Keate  punctured  the  tumor  with  a  trocar,  and  drew  off  ten 
ounces  of  dark-coloured  bloody  fluid.  'Little  or  no  solid  substance 
remained  after  the  fluid  was  evacuated. 

The  wound  made  by  the  trocar  healed  by  the  first  intention. 
Nevertheless,  inflammation  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  took  place  to 
about  the  same  extent  as  after  the  injection  of  a  hydrocele.  When 
Uiis  inflammation  bad  subsided,  and  the  swelling  dependent  on  it 
bad  disappeared,  there  were  found  no  traces  of  the  original  disease, 
and  the  patient  was  discharged  as  cored. 

«    ■  . .  -     » 
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Case  XXXII*  Hamatocele,  in  which  the  Tunica  Vaginalis  toa$ 
several  times  punctured  without  Suppuration  being  induced^  and 
the  Patient  died  of  another  Disease  ;  tvith  the  Appearances  on 
Dissection, 

,  t 

I  saw  this  patient  with  my  friend  and  eolleiague  Mr.  Jeffreys, 
through  whose  kindness  I  also  had  the  opportunity  of  examining 
the.  c^pearances  on  dissection. 

X,.JB— ,  fifty-seven,  years,  of  age,  in  the  sunocQer  of  1825  r^ 
ceived  a  blow  on  one  testicle,  which  was  followed  by  a  swelling  of 
the  size  of  a  goose's  egg.  This  swelling  had  begun  to  diminish^ 
when  some  time  afterwards  he  received  another  blow,  which  was 
followed  by  an  additional  swelling.  In  April  1827,  when  he  csne 
under  the  care  of  Mr.  Jeffreys,  there  was  a  large  tumor  in  the 
situation  of  the  left  testicle,  manifestly  containing  fluid,  Mr. 
Jeffreys  punctured  the  tumor,  and  several  ounces  of  fluid  were 
drawn  off,  manifestly  blood  in  a  state  of  dissolution*  The  tumor, 
however,  did  not  disappear  entirely.  Fluid  became  again  col- 
lected, and  the  tumor  was  again  punctured.  The  operation  was 
repeated  twice  more;  the  bloody  appearance  of  the  fluid  drawn  off 
each  timie  being  less  distinct  than  it  was  the  time  before. 

In  the  beginning  of  June,  the  patient  was  unfortunately  seized 
with  erysipelas  of  the  head,  attended  with  some  very  severe  symp- 
toms, and  of  this  disease  he  died  on  the  15th  of  June. 

On  dissection,  the  tunica  vaginalis  was  found  muck  thickened; 
and  it  contained  nearly  an  ounce  of  bloody  serum.  The  internal 
surface  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  was  irregular,  and  had  portions  of 
what  appeared  to  have  been  coag^lum  of  blood  adhering  to  it 
Towards  the  upper  and  outer  part  of  the  testicle,  a  pendulous 
pyriform  tumor,  of  the  size  of  a  hazel-nut,  was  attached  by  a 
narrow  neck  to  the  inner  surface  of  the  tunica  vaginalis.  The 
tumor  was  covered  externally  by  a  smooth  (and  apparently  secret- 
ing) membrane ;  but  internally  it  consisted  of  a  mass  of  coagulated 
blood,  not  very  unlike  that  which  is  found  in  the  sac  of  an 
aneurism. 

II.  Haematocele  occurs  not  unfrequently  in  combination 
with  hydrocele,  a  circumstance  easy  to  be  accounted  for  when 
we  consider  that,  in  cases  of  this  last  disease,  the  increa.Be4 
bulk  of  the  parts  must  render  them  particularly  liable  to  suffer 
froin  acc^idental  injury. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  only  a.  small  quantity  of  blood  is 
blended  with  the  fluid  of  the  hydrocele,  and  a  cure  is  eflfected^ 
by  a  very  simple  process.  The  tumor  may  be  punctured  with 
a  trocar,  and  the  fluid  drawn  off  in  the  usual  manner.  This 
operation  may  be  repeated  whefaever  the  fluid  is  again  accu- 
mulated, until  the  whole  of  the  blood  has  become  dissolved, 
and  the  red  tinge  in  the  fluid  drawn  off  has  disappeared; 
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after  which  port- wine  and  water,  or  some  other  gtixnulating 
fluid,  may  be  injected,  a8  in  ordinary  cases  of  hydrocele. 

In  other  cases,  however,  where  a  large  extravasation  of 
blood  ha&  taken  place,  a  cure  by  the  method  just  described 
is  either  very  tecUous  or  absolutely  impracticable,  andj^it  is 
necessary  to  resort  to  a  more  serious  operation. 

Case  XXXIII.  Hamalocele  existing  in  combination. with  Hydro- 
cele; both  ViseoLSes  being  .cured  oy  the  Incision  of  the  Tunica 
Vaginalis. 

James  Webb,  thirty  years  of  age,,  admitted  into  St.  George's 
Hospital  July  17th,  1B24.  Nearly  twayeafs  before  his^dmission, 
he  first  observed  a  swelling,  uaatiended  by  pain,  in  the  sitnation'of 
the  left  testicle*  The  swelling  was  at  first  triiing,  bat  gradually 
inereased  in  size,  giving  no  inooBvemeace  except  what  arose  from 
its  bulk,  and  having  all  the  characters  of  common  hydrocele. 

A  week  befoce  his  admission  into  the  hospital,  while  makipg  an 
iHlusual  exertion  ip  loading  hay,  he  experienced  a  sensation  as  if 
something' had'  burst  into. the  scrotum,  and  the  tumor  became 
suddenly  very  mudi  increased  in  size.  In  the  evening  of  this  day, 
be'was  seen  by  Mr.  Rose,  of  High  Wycombe,  who  directed  the 
applieatioB  of.  a  spiritnotts  lotion.  Two  or  three  days  afterwards, 
Mr.  Rose  made  a  puncture  "with  a  trocar,  and  drew  off  a  conside* 
liable  quantity  of  bloody  fioid.  The  tumor,  however,  still  remained 
of  a  large  size. 

;  At  the  time  of  the  man  being  admitted  into  the  hospital,  there 
was  a  tumor  in  the  situation  of  the  left  testicle,  of  an  oval  form, 
but  somewhat  smaller  above  than  bdoW*  Measured  from  above 
do^m wards,  the  length  of  it  was  about  eighteen  inches,  and  its 
transverse  diameter  was  about  five  or  six  inches.  In  most  parts 
^e  fluctuation  of  fluid  was  distinctly  perceptible,  but  in  other 
parts  it  seemed  to  consist  of  solid  substance;  The  spermatic  cord 
wasfree  from  disease,  and  the  general  health  was  unaffected. 

On  the  23d  of  July,  I  made  a  longitudinal  incision,  several 
inches  in  length,  into  the  tunica  vaginalis.  It  was  found  dis-> 
tended  with  a  dark-coloured  bloody  fluid,  having  fragments  of 
coagulum  floating  in  k.  When  the  contents  of  the  tunica  vagi- 
nalis^had  escaped^  the  memhrane  itself  was  found  to  be  thickened, 
and  the  innlir  surOaceof  it  was  every  where,  encrusted  with  layers 
of  eoaguhim,  at  thesame  time  bearing  the  marks  of  considerable 
inflammation.  A  good  deal  of  the  cellular  membrane  of  the  scro- 
tum was  in  a  sloughy  state.  The  testicle  kself  was  seen  in  itr 
natuf al  situation,  and  apparently  healthy. 

A  poiftion  of  the  skii!^  and  tunica  vaginalis  were  removed  with 
the  knife,  and  the  pacts  i^ere  dressed  with  dry  lint  in  contsct  with 
the  tunica  vaginalis.  .  -     /     • 

No  unfavourable  symj^ioms  followed  theoperatioii.  Suppuration 
took  place  of  the  inner  surface  of  the  tunica  vaginalid ;  tM  parts 
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contracted ;  and  In  a  few  weeks  the  patient  left  the  hospital  as 
cured. 

Case  XXXIV.     H<£matocel6  combined  with  Hydrocele \  bothDiS" 
eases  cured  by  the  Incisi6n  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis. 

James  Mason,  fifty  years  of  age,  admitted  into  St.  George's 
Hospital,  July  19th,  1826.  There  was  a  tumor,  of  the  size  of  a 
large  melon,  in  the  situation  of  the  right  testicle.  The  tumor  was 
ponderous,  opaque,  evidently  containing  fluid,  though  the  fluctu- 
ation was  less  distinct  than  in  a  common  hydrocele.  The  testicle 
was  perceptible  at  the  posterior  part,  where  pressure  gave  to  the 
patient  the  .peculiar  sensation  which  arises  from  squeezing  the 
testicle  under  ordinary  circumstances. 

He  said-  that,  in  the  summer  of  1821,  he  first  perceived  a 
swelling  connected  with  the  right  tes.ticle,  which  gradually  in- 
creased, without  pain  or  tenderness.  In  May  1823,  a  surgeon 
introduced  a  trocar,  and  drew  off  a  considerable  quantity  of 
transparent  fluid.  In  a  short  time  after  the  puncture,  the  tumor 
returned,  and  increased  gradually  as  before.  On  the  14th  af  May 
last,  he  was  carried  to  bed  in  a  state  of  intoxication.  He  had  no 
recollection  of  having  received  a  blow,  though  this  might  well  hate 
happened  without  his  being  conscious  of  it.  When  he  awoke  in 
the  morning  of  the  15th  of  May,  he  found  the  tumor  increased  to 
an  enormous  size,  and  the  scrotum  of  a  livid  colour.  Hts  atten- 
tion was  called  to  it,  not  by  pain,  but  by  the  sudden  addition  to 
the  bulk  of  the  scrotum.  After  this,  instead  of  increasing  fVii^' 
ther,  the  tumor  gradually  and  slowly  diminished  up  to  the  time  of 
the  man  being  admitted  into  the  hospital. 

On  the  21st  of  July,  I  made  a  free  incision  into  the  anterior 
part  of  the  tunica  vaginalis.  A  large  quantity  of  bloody  serum 
immediately  escaped,  and  numerous  masses  of  coagulum  were 
then  removed  with  the  fingers.  The  tunica  vaginalis  having  been 
emptied,  the  testicle  was  discovered,  apparently  heahhy,  at  the 
posterior  part.  Lint  was  placed  between  the  edges  of  the  wound, 
with  some  simple  dressings  over  it,  and  the  patient  was  directed 
to  remain  in  bed. 

July  22d  and  23d. — He  was  going  on  well. 

24  th. — In  the  evening,  he  was  seized  with  a  rrgor,  followed  by 
heat  and  thirsty  and  increased  frequency  of  pulse. 

On  the;  following  day,  the  pulse  was  frequent,  the  skin  hot-  and 
dry,  the  tongue  dry,  and  inclined  to  a  brown  colou«;  the  scrotum 
was  inflamed  and  swollen.  The  inner  surfiice  of^the  tunica  vagi* 
nalis  was  in  a  state  of  suppuration. 

The  inflammation  of  the  scrotum  extended  to  the  skin. and  cel- 
lular texture  of  the  penis,  and  was  attended  with  a  good  deal  of 
febrile  excitement  of  the  system.  In  about  a  week  these  symp- 
toms began  to  subside. 

An  abscess,  however,  fdrm^ed  in  the  dellular  texture  at  the  pos- 
terior part  of  the  scrotum,  whkh  was  opened  on  Uie   lith  of 
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August.  This  abscess  healed  readily;  The  cavity  of  the  tunica 
vaginalis  became  gradually  obliterated  by  granulations  ;  and,  on 
the  6th  of  September,  the  patient  left  the  hospital,  at  which  time 
the  scrotum  was  reduced  to  nearly  its  natural  size,  and  there  were 
no  marks  of  disease  except  a  small  superficial  ulcer,  which  healed 
in  a  few  days  afterwards* 

(To  be  contioued.) 


INJURY  OF  THE  ANKLE. 

Case  in  which  fatal  Consequences  arose  from  an  Injury  to  the 
Ankle^  in  some  Gymnastic  Exercises.  By  Thoma^  Rose,  Esq. 
Surgeon  to  St.  George's  Hospital. 

The  importance  of  well-regulated  exercise  to  the  full  deve- 
lopment of  the  muscular  powers  is  unquestionable,  and  great 
advantages  may,  no  doubt,  be  expected  to  result  from  the 
attention  which  has  of  late  been  bestowed  in  securing  its 
systematic  employment  in  schools  and  public  institutions. 
It  is,  however,  to  be  apprehended  that  the  gymnastic  exer- 
cises which  are  now  so  generally  practised  may,  in  some  con- 
stitutions, be  productive  of  bad  effects.  Many  individuals 
have,  from  their  peculiar  conformation,  a  tendency  to  hernia, 
and  in  these,  violent  exertions  of  all  kinds  are  attended  with 
risk.  It  should  be  recollected  that  the  bones  are  slow  in  ac- 
quirin^r  their  full  degree  of  firmness  and  strength, — in  some 
constitutions  particularly  so ;  that  the  extremities  of  the  long 
bones  are  not  in  early  life  united  to  the  bodies,  but  in  the 
state  of  epiphyses,  which  anchylose,  gradually,  towards  the 
period  of  puberty;  that,  in  early  life,  these  epiphyses  are 
liable  to  be  detached  by  any  sudden  wrench  or  violence;  and 
that  the  ligaments  and  cartilages  by  which  they  are  connected 
with  the  shafts  of  the  bones,  may  be  seriously  injured  if 
brought  to  sustain  any  great  degree  of  pressure  or  weight  in 
particular  positions  of  the  body.  Of  the  ill  effects  of  inat- 
tention to  some  of  these  circumstances,  the  following  case 
affords  a  melancholy  example. 

A  young  lady,  twelve  years  of  age,  of  {i  florid  complexion,  and 
who  had  always  enjoyed  good  health,  was  sent  from  the  north  of 
England  to  a  small  boarding-school  at  Kensington,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  education.  She  received  a  lesson  in  dancing  and  gym- 
nastics, from  a  distinguished  teacher  of  these  accomplishments, 
on  the  28th  of  February  in  the  present  year.  In  that  lesson,  she 
had  been  made  to  rest  the  weight  of  her  body  repeatedly,  and  for 
several  seconds  at  a  time,  first  on  the  ball  of  one  foot,  and  then  of 
the  other,  and  to  stand  in  varjous  positions,  with  a  view  of  bring- 
ing the  difierent  muscles  into  action.  The  exertions,  which  these 
ei^ercise?  required,  were  described,  by  a  lady  who  was  present,  a& 
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having  been  very  eon&iderable  and  fatiguing.  She  was  not  aware 
of  having  sustained  any  particular  wrench  at  the  time,  though, 
immediately  after  the  lessor,  she  felt  a  good  deal  both  of  strffness 
and  of  achiog  in  her  right  ankle.  She  slept  well  that  night,  and 
she  took,  on  each  of  the  two  succeeding  days,  (viz,  on  the  liit  and 
2d  of  March,)  her  usual  walk  in  the  garden.  Oix  both  of  them, 
however,  she  felt  lame  on  the  right  ankle,  and^  from  this  being  ob- 
served, she  was  directed  to  lie  down  on  the  rug  during  he^  lessons; 
a  direction  with  which  she  appeared  very  ready  to  comply. 

On  the  night  of  the  Ist  of  March,  after  getting  into  bed,  her 
ankle  was  so  uneasy  that  she  requested  the  maid^  who  attended 
on  her  and  one  or  two  of  her  companions,  to  rub  it,  which  was 
done  for  some  time  before  she  could  go  to  sleep.  She  kept  en- 
tirely to  a  recumbent  posture  on  the  3d  of  March,  but,  her  dispo- 
sition not  leading  her  to  complain,  the  lameness  was  supposed  to 
proceed  from  chilblains,  with  which  she  was  affected,  and  was  not 
particularly  attended  to.  A  medical  friend  of  ber  family  was  re- 
quested to  see  her  on  the  4th,  and,  in  consequence  of  his  report, 
the  lady  in  whose  care  she  was,  brought  her  immediately  to  my 
house,  where  she  arrived  at  six  in  the  evening,  requiring  to  be 
parried  both  to  and  from  the  carriage. 

I  found  a  considerable  degree  of  puffiness  and  swelling  over  aH 
her  right  ankle,  but  especially  over  the  lower  part  of  the  tibia, 
with  fluid  thrown  out  amongst  the  ligaments  and  tendons,  so  that 
the  right  ankle  was  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  circumference  more 
than  the  other.  The  foot  and  toes  were  pointed  downVstrd^',  by  d 
rigid  contraction  of  the  muscles  On*  the  back  of  the  leg;  and -when, 
after  some  persuasion,  she- allowed  me  gently  to  bend  ^ei^  foot 
upwards,  a  convulsive  action  of  the  fibref  of  the  gastrt>cnerili^s  a:iid 
soleeus  muscles  was  exqited,  so  that  the  foot  was  kept  in  k  siteEfee 
of  continual  tremor  for  two  or  three  minutes.  This  was  atteaded 
with  but  little  pain,  uud,  though  there  was  a  considerable  degree 
of  tenderness  when  presimre  was  made  on  the  different  parts  about 
the  ankle  and  instep,  there  was  aot,  even  on  pressure,  any  thing 
like  severe  pain.  '. 

With  these  local  symptoms  ther^  was  a.  great  deal  of  consti* 
tutional disturbance:  her  tongue  was  covered  with  a  thick,  white, 
mucous  fur ;  her  pulse  was  extremely  quick  and  small  *  she  com- 
plained of  thirst:  and  her  whole  appearance  exhibited  the  highest 
state  of  nervous  irritability. 

t  ordered  twelve  leeches  to  be  afipU^d  to  tbo  4iik1e,  and,  wbeb.  the 
Ueedivg  Iwd  eeined,  that  tkie  partt  sbenld  be  centred  with  9D  evappi?it' 
ing  lotion ;  and  dureofed  that  she  should  take,  as  soon  as  she  got  into  bed, 
a  pill  composed  of  6¥e  grains  of  Calomel  and  three  of  Extract  of  Hoppy ; 
ai)  effervescing  dran^t,  with  a  scruple  of  Salpliate  of  Potash,  every  four 
honrs;  and  a  Senna  draught  early  on  the  following  raonlfng ;  Iter  ^t 
being  eoafined  to  tea,  and  other  ditaeais. 

March  5th.-*-I  visited  her  at  Kensington  in  the  evening.  The 
swelling  over  the  inner  ankle,  extending  some  way  up  the  leg^  had 
ihuch  increased;  the  skin  exhibited  a  shilling  erysipelatous  red- 
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ness,  especially  round  the  leech-bites,  which  had  bled  freely.  The 
pain  in  moving  the  foot  had  becoafe  very  considerable. 

She  had  passed  an  extremely  restless  night,  her  pulse  contina-* 
ing  very  quick^  but  less  easily  compressed  than  on  the  preceding 
evening;  (ler  tongue  still  vrhite,  and  her  sicin  hot  and  dry-  The 
medicine  had  atted  on  her  bowels;  the  motions  were  not  copious, 
but  Tery  .offensive*    ; 

I  tdok  away  sixteen  ounces  of  blood  (torn  her  wrni,  which  produced 
foiiitbesfl;  and  directed  fonr  grains  of  (Calomel  to  be  given  immediately , 
and  a  Senbli  draught,  with  some  Tincture  of  Jalap,  to  be  repeated  in  the 
mornhag ;  continning  the  effervescing  dranghts  every  fonr  hours,  as  well 
as  the  evaporating  lotion ;  and  laying  the  leg  carefully  oo  the  outer  ankle 
upon  a.ptUow* 

6th.— The  tumefaction  of  the  limb  had  extended  up  to  the  knee, 
the  shining  redness  continuing  about  the  inner  ankle,  and  some 
way  up  the  leg  in  the  course  of  the  tibia.  The  redness  terminated 
towards  the  calf  of  the  leg,  that  part  being  much  swoln  and  tense> 
but  the  integuments  there  appearing  more  white  than  natural.  She 
had^been  delirious  in  the  night;  her  pulse  was  130;  her  tongue 
continued  white;  she  sighed  freqtiently,  had  a  hot  skin,  and  great 
thirst.  Her  bowels  had  been  freely  opened.  The  blood  taken 
last  night  was  much  cupped,  and  with  a  thick  co^t  of  buff. 

I  repeated  the  bleeding  from  her  arm  to  the  extent  of  eight  otinces, 
which,  again  indoced  fain toess;  and  ordered  a  saline  draught,  with  ten 
minims  of  Tincture  of  Digitalis,  and  twenty  of  Antlmonial  Wine,  to  be 
given  every  four  hours. 

In  the  evening,  Mr.WARDaop  saw  her  with  rae,  and  continued 
to  do  so  for  the  next  five  or  six  days.  The  tumefaction  had  in^ 
creased,  but  the  redness  had  somewhat  diminished.  The  other 
symptoms  continued  as  in  the  morning.  The  blood  last  taken  was 
very  huffy.  We  agreed  to  repeat  the  bleeding  to  the  extent  of 
eight  ounces,  and  to  continue  the  evaporating  lotion.  At  Mr« 
Wardrop's  suggestion,  the  following  medicine  was  prescribed : 

R.  ViniC^Ichici  m.x.;  Maenesise  Carboiiatis  9ss.;  Aquae  Menthaa 
piper.  IJ.  M.fiathaustus  qnartl  quftque  hor^  snmendns. 

March  7th. — There  was  evidently  fluid  eff*used  over  the  malle- 
olus internus,  extending  some  way  up  the  tibia;  her  pulse  was 
144;  the  frequent  sighing,  and  other  symptoms  of  irritability, 
continued;  and  she  had  passed  another  very  restless  night.    . 
The  medicines,  &c.  to  be  continued  as  before. 

8th. — Suppuration  had  evidently  taken  place  to  some  extent,  the 
quantity  of  tiuid  being  increased.  Her  constitutional  symptoms 
continue^  much  the  same.  A  free  opening  was  made  with  an 
abscess-lancet  a  little  above  the  inner  ankle ;  several  ounces  of 
pus  were  discharged*  and  the  parts  were  cov^ed  vith  a  poultice. 
She  was  directed  to  take  a  common  saline  draught,  with  a  little  Epsom 
saitsy  occasional ly. 

9th. — There  had  been  a  copious  discharge  of  matter  into  the 
poultice ;  but  a  large  collection  was  now  perceptible  on  the  fore 
part  of  the  tibia,  a  little  below  the  knee,    I  made,  therefore^  a  very 
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free  incision  with  a  scalpel,  dividing  the  integuments  to  the  extent 

of  four  or  five  inches,  in  the  line  of  the  tibia.     The  spine  of  the 

tibia,  the  whole  of  the  fore  part,  and  part  of  the  outer  surface  of 

that  bone,  were  felt  to  be  denuded  of  the  periosteum.     Her  pulse 

continued  as  high  as  1 44,  and  her  other  constitutional  symptoms 

were  in  no  respect  ameliorated. 

To  foment  tbe  Ihnb,  and  continue  ponltices.— R>  Magties.  Sutphat.  3J. 
Infufri  Rosae  f  jss.  M.  fiat  baustas  qaater  M  ammeDdiM. 

•  10th, — A  copious  discharge  from  both  the  openings,  but  the 
matter  evidently  penetrates  everywhere  between  the  bone  and  the 
periosteum.  The  two  openings  were  therefore  laid  into  one,  by 
which  the  whole  anterior  surface  of  the  tibia  was  laid  bare,  from 
the  knee  to  the  commencement  of  the  malleolus  internum.  The 
periosteum  was  found  to  be  separated  from  the  bone  in  every  di- 
rection, so  that  the  bone  lay  as  it  were  insulated,  though  siiil  of  a 
reddish  tinge,  and  apparently  perfectly  healthy;  bleeding  slightly 
when  touched  with  the  sharp  end  of  a  probe.  Her  pulse,  tongue, 
&c.  as  yesterday. 

The  same  medicines  were  directed  to  be  coutinned ;  to  wiiUsh,  wkeo  I 
saw  her  in  the  evening,  I  added  a  composing  draught* 

1 1th. — There  was  no  material  change.  The  incision  which  had 
been  made,  terminated  a  little  abore  the  junction  of  tbe  shaft  of  the 
tibia  with  the  epiphysis,  forming  the  inner  ankle.  A  small  mem« 
branous  band  over  this  part  of  the  leg  being  divided  to>day  with 
the  edge  of  a  lancet,  in  consequence  of  matter  lodging  behind  it, 
the  epiphysis  was  found  completely  and  entirely  separated  from 
the  body  of  the  tibia,  and  matter  appeared  oozing  out  between 
their  extremities.  It  was  at  this  part  that  the  swelling  first  com- 
menced, and  it  seems  probable  that  the  whole  of  the  mischief 
arose  either  from  the  epiphysis  being  detached  during  the  exer- 
cise which  the  young  lady  took  on  the  28th  of  February,  or  from 
some  serious  injury  which  was  at  that  time  done  to  the  ligaments 
and  cartilage  by  which  that  epiphysis  was  united  to  the  lower 
portion  of  the  tibia. 

13th.— I  placed  a  large  splint  along  all  the  outer  edge  of  the 
leg  and  foot,  continuing  the  poultices,  and  supporting  the  limb 
carefully  in  every  part.  The  pulse  was  reduced  to  1 30.  Very 
light  nutriment  has  been  allowed  for  several  days  past.  She  has 
had  quieter  nights,  biit  opium  disagrees. 

15th.  —The  pulse  is  reduced  to  120 ;  she  is  much  more  tranquil. 
Granulations  begin  to  arise  from  different  parts  of  the  bone ;  the 
limb  is  kept  steadily  supported,  and  the  poultice  is  this  day 
changed  for  a  light  dressing.     She  is  allowed  a  little  fish. 

1 8th. — The  epiphysis  is  obviously  uniting  itself  to  the  shaft  of  • 
the  tibia^  the  bone  at  the  extremity  of  each  becoming  very  soft  and 
vascular,  and  vessels  shooting  across  from  the  one  to  the  other; 
the  two  are  dove-tailed  together  by  numerous  indentations.  The 
limb  is  supported  by  straps  of  soap-cerate,  with  an  eigh teen-tailed 
bandage  and  the  splint.     Granulations  have  arisen  more  freely 
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from  the  tibia,  leaving  only  th6  fore  part  of  it  exposed,  where  the 
exfoliatioii  lioes  not  appear  likely  to  be  very  deep  or  extensive. 
The  discharge,  is  less.  Unfortunately  ulcers  have  formed  both 
over  the  sacrum  and  over  the  trochanter  of  the  right  side,  from  her 
being  so  much  confined  to  the  same  position,  in  spite  of  all  the 
care  thjsit  could  be  taken,  by  hollow  pillows  and  other  means,  to 
guard  ag^in^t  this  calamity. 

26th. — ^The  arrival  of  her  mother  some  days  ago  produced  a 
considerable  degree  of  excitement.  She  had  previously  been  kept 
extremely  quiet,  and  to  this  a  very  gentle  disposition  had  materi- 
ally contributed.  The  anxiety  and  distress,  which  the  mother 
cbuld  not  conceal,  changed  the  appearances  a  good  deal  for  the 
worse.  She  could  not  sleep  on  the  night  after  her  mother's  arrival, 
hid  some  degree  of  delirium,  and  an  exacerbation  of  all  the  febrile 
symptoms.  Since  that  her  bowels  have  been  a  good  deal  dis^ 
turbed,  and  her  tongue  and  fauces  are  now  covered  with  aphthee. 
The  Kmb  continues  quiet,  and  looks  well.  The  ulcers  on  the  sa« 
cmm  tmd  trochanter  are  painful. 

29th. — The  aphthous  state  of  the  fauces  and  tongue  has  in- 
creased, large  films  of  lymph  forming  upon  them.  The  bowels  are 
very  irritable,  with  some  degree  of  tenderness  over  different  parts 
of  tlie  abdomen,  and  conioderable  tension.  She  has  taken  castor- 
oil  occasionally,  with  small  doses  of  rhubarb  in  chalk  mixture,  and 
a  few  grains  of  Hydrargyrus  cum  Cret&  at  night.  The  discharge 
from  the  leg  has  increased,  and  the  granulations  begin  to  separate 
more  extensively  from  the  bone. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  continue  a  further  detail  of  these 
symptoms,  which  terminated  fatally  on  the  3d  of  April. 

Parh'plaee;  Sepi.  7th,  18^7*  i 

MOXA. 

Cases  and  Observations  illustrating  the  Application  of  Moxa  to  the 
Treatment  of  Chronic  Affections  of  the  Limbs.  By  J.  Botle, 
Esq.  Surgeon  to  the  Middlesex  Iniirmart. 

Case  I.     Peculiar  affection  qf  the  Leg,  of  upwards  of  two  years* 

standing,  cured  by  Moxa, 

MRSk  Herbert  was  admitted  a  patient  of  the  Middlesex  Infirmary 
on  the  10th  of  December,  1825,  for  the  treatment  of  a  painful  af- 
fection <!^  the  anterior  part  of  the  left  leg,  of  (then)  about  fourteen 
months' standing.  =  On  examination,  a  very  slight  enlargement, 
occupying  -  a  space  of  four  inches  longitudinally,  and  about  one 
trmisverBely,  commencing  two  inches  below  the  tubercle  of  the 
tibia,  was  observable;  and  the  skin  exhibited  a  rather  darker 
livid  appearance.  The  pain  was  not  constantly  regular  in  inten- 
sity, but  commencing  at  irregular  periods,  first  in  the  centre  of  the 
part 'described,  and  occasionally  quickly  shooting  to  the  back  of' 
the  leg.    The  parts  were  not  uniformly  hot,  nor  was  there  that  pe-  ' 
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<!u)iar  throbbing  sensation  which  ordinarily  accompanies  inflam- 
Biation ;  yet,  it  having  been  supposed  that  this  state  in  its  chronic 
form  existed,  leeches  and  cold  applications  were  directed  ^o  be 
applied.  These  had  the  effect  of  lessening,  in  a  slight  degree^  tKe 
frequency  of  the  painful  paroxysms;  but  a  repetition  of  them  Tthe 
leeches)  soon  after  appeared  necessary,  and  then  their  employ- 
ment was  not  attended  with  the  "same  advai^tage  in  regard  to  the 
diminution  of  pain. 

Camphorated  mercurial  ointment  was  ordered  to  be  rubbed  over 
the  part  on  going  tobed,  a  flannel  bandage  being  afterwards  applied; 
and  the  bowels  were  acted  on  by  alterative  medicinis.  This  prac- 
tice having  no  effect  after  a  continuance  of  several  days,  the  tarta- 
rised  antimonial  ointment  was  next  tried,  with  the  same  result. 
The  administration  of  colchicum,  and  the  repeated  application  of 
blisters,  were  not  more  successful.  Moxa,  according  to  the  mild 
mode  of  applying  it  generally  adopted  by  me,  was  productive  of 
but  temporary  advantage.  Hot  fomentations  with  poppies,  and 
hot  poultices,  produced  no  effect  whatever ;  and  cold  applications 
caused  a  great  increase  of  pain. 

The  patient's  general  health  now  became  graduafly  affected,  and 
her  strength  and  appetite  suffered  considerably.  Bark  was  admi- 
nistered, and  had  the  effect  of  improving  her  general  health,  but 
without  in  the  slightest  degree  producing  any  favourable  changje 
upon  the  local  disorder.  » 

Alterative  doses  of  calomel,  with  antimony  and  opium,  were 
next  given,  resuming  the  use  of  the  camphorated  mercurial  oint. 
ment,  till  slight  soreness  of  the  mouth  was  established.  This  had 
the  effect  of  lessening  the  pain,  but  did  not  remove  it;  arid  was  of 
temporary  service  only,  as  the  remedy  could  not  be  continued  with 
safety  to  the  general  health.  The  pain  soon  again  returned,  with 
some  slight  degree  of  increased  heat  and  a  throbbing  sensation. 
Leeches  were  applied,  and  had  the  effect  of  stopping  the  inflam- 
matory symptoms.  Sarsaparilla  powder  and  nitric  acid  were  now 
administered,  and  for  a  few  days  the  symptoms  were  less  severe 
than  they  had  been :  they  again,  however,  returned,,  and  leeches 
were  again  twice  applied,  with  similar  palliative  effects  only. 

Thickening  of  the  integuments  covering  the  shin-bone,  to  the 
extent  of  some  inches,  gradually  took  place.  The  pain  at  this 
period  became  much  more  severe,  and  was  described  as  if  centered 
in  the  bone.  The  sleep  was  greatly  disturbed,  and  the  appetite 
and  general  health  were  both  much  affected.  Supposing  ^w  that 
periosteal  inflammation  existed,  I  proposed  dividing  the  integu- 
ments  as  far  as  the  diseased  action  in  them  appeared  to  extend* 
This  was  accordingly  done,  exposing  the  bone  to  the  ex^tent  of 
about  five  inches :  the  integuments  were  found  to  be  so  altered  in 
structure  as  almost  to  resemble  the  thickest  leather,  but  the  peri- 
osteum and  bone  appeared  perfectly  healthy.  It  was  hoped»  how- 
ever, that  mitigation  of  pain  would  follow  the  discharge  consequent 
on  the  formation  of  the  wound,  or  the  probable  division  of  some 
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nervous  twigs  running  through  the  diseused  integuments :  and,  for 
the  first  few  day9>  it  did  appear  that  good  had  been  done  by  the 
operation.  The  wound,  therefore,  was  kept  open. by  savine  oint- 
ment, and  a  soft  light  poultice  was  placed  over  all,  for  the  purpose 
of  favouring  a  discharge.  The  pain  a^ain,  however,  returned, 
and  but  little,  if  any,  benefit  was  derived. 

The  carbonate  of  iron  was  now  given,  in  at  first  half-drachm 
doses,  and  afterwards  in  drachm  doses,  every  six  hours.  After 
giving  this  a  fair  trial,  it  proved  entirely  useless ;  the  pain  being,  if 
any  thing,  more  severe,  whilst  the  appetite  and  g^eneral.  health 
were  now  both  greatly  impaired,  from  the  intensity  of  the  local 
disorder. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  the  pain  had  become  almost  incessant,  com- 
mencing in  a  lateral  direction  to  the  wound  internally,  extending  to 
the  foot,  and  being  most  violent  in  the  ankle-joint.  The  poultices  were 
left  off;  the  wound  was  dressed  simply,  in  order  to  favour  the  healing 
process ;  and  a  belladonna  plaster  was  placed  over  the  joint,  extend- 
ing from  the  internal  to  the  external  malleolus.  Carbonate  of  soda, 
and  powdered  Peruvian  bark,  of  each  seven  grains,  to  be  given 
every  two  hours,  instead  of  the  iron.  This  last,  being  continued 
several  days  without  any  advantage,  I  requested  Dr.  Johnsok 
to  see  the  patient;  the  result  of  which  was  a  coincidence  of  senti- 
ment in  favour  of  a  caustic  issue,  which  was  accordingly  made  in 
the  course  of  the  most  painful  part,  and  a  double  line  oi  peas  was 
introduced ;  but  this  was  productive  of  so  much  uneasiness  that,  at 
the  urgent  request  of  the  patient,  I  was  obliged  to  heal  it  up  again. 
After  this,  spirit  lotions  with  opium,  compound  camphor,  liniment 
with  opium,  iodine  ointment,  and  the  internal  use  of  iodine,  were 
successively,  but  unsuccessfully,  had  recourse  to ;  the  pains  be- 
coming gradually  more  severe,  sickness  of  stomach,  the  greatest 
degree  of  general  emaciation,  and  occasional  convulsive  fits,  ap- 
parently attributable  to  the  excruciating  pain  in  the  leg,  threatened 
a  speedy  termination  of  suffering. 

Being  now  nearly  exhausted  in  regard  to  remedies,  I  urged  the 
expediency  of  again  trying  moxa,  but  with  a  greater  degree  of  in- 
tensity than  that  practised  on  a  former  occasion.  The  proposal 
having  been  acceded  to,  on  the  28th  of  October,  one  moxa  cylin- 
der was  burnt  over  the  most  painfuf  part,  occasionally,  but  not 
dways,  in  actual  contact  with  the  skin,  the  lighted  end  being  up- 
permost. A  soft  light  poultice  was  placed  over  the  part,  and  the 
patient  enjoyed  what  she  had  long  been  a  stra^iger  to — a  sound 
night's  lleep  :  she  had  no  pain  for  a  week  after,  and  then  it  was 
comparatively  slight.  Apprehending  its  return,  however,  another 
moxa  cylinder  was  applied  in  the  manner  described ;  since  which 
all  pain  has  been  absent,  the  appetite  is  improved,  and  the  pati- 
ent's strength  is  already  greatly  recruited. 

In  addition  to  the  medical  gentlemen  whom  I  have  already 
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named^  Mr.  Jewel,  Mr.  Bbnnet,  and  severai  others,  Ifttve 
Been  the  subject  of  this  case. 

'  I  would  oniy  further  add,  that  the  painful  sensations  which 
have  been  described,  and  which  were  stated  by  the  patient  to 
"dart  like  lightning"  from  the  point  at  which  they  com- 
menced to  the  toes,  never  appeared  to  originate  in  any  part 
of  the  anterior  tibial  nerve.  1  think  it  right  to  state  this,  lest 
it  might  be  supposed  that  the  fact  was  otherwise,  and  that 
the  early  division  of  that  nerve  might  have  prevented  much 
subsequent  suffering. 

Case  n.     Contracted  Knee-joint^  of  sixteen  years*  stajiding,  cured 

by  Moxa. 

On  the  19th  of  October  last,  Sarah  Hubbart,  eetat.  thirty-two, 
(No.  12,  Swallow-street,  Piccadilly,)  was  admitted  a  patient  of  the 
Middlesex  Infirmary.  The  history  of  this  case  was,  that,  when  the 
patient  was  sixteen  years'  old,  pain,  weakness^  and  slight  swelling 
were  experienced  in  the  right  knee,  without  £^ny  apparent  cause. 
A  blister  was  applied,  and  had  the  effect  of  lessening  the  swelling, 
but  was  afterwards  followed  by  a  gradual  increase  of  stiffness  in 
the  joint  and  contraction  of  the  limb. .  At  the  expiration  of  seven, 
years  from  the  commencement  of  the  complaint,  an  accident 
brought  on  inflammation,  for  which  she  was  admitted  a  patient 
into  one  of  the  public  hospitals :  here  cupping,  leeching,  and  cold 
applications  were  practised  till  the  reduction  of  the  inflammatory 
symptoms  was  effected,  when  eleven  successive  blisters  were  em- 
ployed; issues  were  also  had  recourse  to  during  her  sojo.urn  of 
seventeen  months,  of  which  sixteen  were  spent  in  bed,  in  the 
hospital ;  but  all  to  little  purpose,  except  fi'eedom  from  pain;  ,for, 
instead  of  the  limb  being  at  an  obtuse  angle,  as  was  the  case  on 
entering  upon  the  above  treatment,  its  extremities  had  at  this,  time, 
as  nearly  as  possible,  formed  a  right  angle. 

All  hopes  of  amendment  were  now  given  up  by  the  patient,  and 
nothing  further  was  attempted  to  better  her  condition,  till  about 
six  months  previous  to  the  date  of  her  entry  on  the  Infirmary- 
book  ;  when,  from  a  fall,  to  which  inflammatory  symptoms  suc- 
ceeded, she  was  again  oblige^  to  seek  medical  aid,  through  which 
and  the  usual  means  the  inflammation  was  soon  reduced ;  and  the 
practitioner  in  attendance  recommended  and  introduced  a.  seton; 
which,  however,  was  equally  unavailing  with  the.  remedies,  noted 
above. 

On  application  to  me,  the  knee  was  considerably  enlarged  and 
misshapen,  and  the  integuments,  from  niuch  exposure,  to  external 
applications,  appeared  to  be  inseparable  from  the  indurated  parts 
to  which  they  gave  covering ;  the  limb,  as  before  stated,  was  at  a 
right  angle;  the  flexor  tendons  were  extremely  rigid ;  the  patella 
had  motion,  but  rested  on  the  outer  Condyle  of  the  femur,  conside- 
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rabl^  out  of  its  natnml  situation;  and^  on  either  side  of  its  inferior 
apex,  considerable  thickening  and  condensation  of  what  was  pre- 
sumed to  be  ceUtilar  membrane  in^ved  the  neighbouring  portion 
of  ^ the  lif  ameirtuiit  pateUee.  There  was  no  pain  unless  yiolence 
was.  used ;  aruiU  if  aoy  inflammation  then  existed,  it  must  have 
been  very  deep-seated,  and  Q3(tremely  chronic  in  its  character.  A 
slight  degree  of  flexion  could  be  effected  by  the  voluntary  powers 
of  the  muscles  of  the  limb,  but  extension  beyond  the  angle  de- 
scribed appeared  not  to  be  within  the  manual  efforts  of  a  second 
person.  The  daily  employment  of  moxa,  according  to  my  usual 
mode  of  applying  that  remedy,  was  forthwith  commenced ;  a  genu- 
rector,  such  as  I  have  before  spoken  of  in  my  published  cases,  was 
next  prepared,  and  used  thrice  daily;  and  another  instrument,  en- 
tirely novel  in  its  plan  and  simple  in  its  mechanism,  was  prepared, 
and  employed  as  quickly  as  possible  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up 
constant  action,  to  be  worn  day  and  night,  except  when  the  other 
measwres  just  named  were  being  employed.  This  latter  instru- 
ment* cionsisted  of  two  light  iron  sides,  attached  at  either  end  by 
what  is  termed  a  garter,  which  was  neatly  padded,  one  for  giving 
support  to  and  acting  high  up  on  the  thigh,  the  other  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aeting  on  the  os  calcis,  and  thus  forming  a  long  and 
powerful  lever ;  while,  opposite  the  articulation  of  the  knee,  a  flat 
joint  subjected  the  action  of  all  the  lower  part,  of  the  instrument 
tathe  constant  extending  power  of  a<  spiral  spidog,  so  constructed 
as  to  press  forward  at  a  ^rce  eq^i^l  to,  fifty,  pou^ ; .  bU  being  kept 
in  apposition  by  means  of  a  knee-cap.  To  prevent  the  instrument 
from  falling  ofi,  a  light  iron  stem,  with  a  flat  joint  opposite  the  hip, 
ascended  as  far  as  the  waist,  and  was  there  secured  by  an  elastic 
belt. 

.  In  a  'few  dsys  from  tbie  xso^nmenceaieBt  of  the  meaiis  described, 
iacreased  motion,  .as.>  well  aa  diminished  size  of  the  knee-joint,  and 
considerable ,  relaiiation  of  the  integuaients  .covering  it^  were  the 
consequence.  This  improvement  gradually  increased  for  the.  first 
fortnight,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  from  over*z^al  to  i^ffect  a  rapid 
cure,  sweljing  and  inflammation,  requiring  rest  and  the  application 
ol  leeches  and  evaporaUng  lotions^  took  places  This  state  being 
in  a  few  days  r^moved^  s^iajl  doses  of  digitalis  and  greater  caution 
were  ^sorted  to»  in  order  to  prevent  its  return*  The  same  treat- 
ment was  .strictly  and  daily  persevered  in,  and»  at  the  expiration  of 
three  months  from  the  patient's  entering  upon,  the  .above  means  of 
core,  the  limb  admitted  of  being  bi^opght  perfectly  straight  ijmder 
the  genu-rectpr ;  the  knee  and  leg  had  acquired .  f^  natural  and 
heal3>y  appearance,  and,  on  standmg  erect,  the  heel  came  in  per-^ 
feet  contact  xvith^the  ground. 

I  would  only  further  observe,  that  this  case  has  be^  seen 
in  diflPerent  stages  of  its  progress  by  a  great  number  of -the 
profession. 

*  Manufactured  by  Mr.  Sheldrake,  of  the  Strand. 
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Case  III.  Contracted  Knee-joint,  of  Jive  yeari*  ztanding.  ,  , 

On  the  25th  of  December  last,  I  wap  coa^ult^d'On  >ka  -ease  k^ 
Miss  D — ,  a  child  of  9evea  years  old,  who^had  laboured  fire  j^acs 
under  a  stiff,  and  contracted  knee-joint.  .  This  Qa^ej  like  the  ptrei^ 
ceding,  commenced  without  any  apparent  qa^se  \ « but,  dlfFereafl 
from  it,  every  advantage  likely  to  accrue  from  private  advice  waa 
early  and  zealously  sought  after  in  this.  The  child  went  on 
crutches,  the  leg  being  nearly  at  right  angles  and  prcuectiog  be^ 
hind;  the  knee  was  enlarged,  whilst  the  muscles  of  the  1^  and 
thigh  were  flabby,  small,  and  ill-defined. 

The  same  measiires  as  those  described  in  the  preceding  case,-^ 
namely,  the  application  of  mp3(a,  t}ie  use  of  the  genu-rector,  and 
that  also  of  the  more  permanent  instrument  already  described^-— 
were  employed ;  the  crutches  were  in  a  few  days  laid  aside ;  apd» 
to  prevent  any  unnecessary  recapitulation  of  words,  a  daily  im- 
provement, as  in  the  other  case,  followed,  and,  in  the  latter  end  of 
February,  all  further  attendance  was  deemed  unnecessary:  the 
limb  was  now  perfectly  straight  under  the  genu-rector,  whilst,. In 
walking  about,  there  was  scarcely  any  appearance  of  lameness,  and. 
that  from  weakness  only;  as,  at  the  above  date,  the  patient  was 
enabled  to  bring  the  heel  in  perfect  contact  with  the  ground. 

This  case  also  has  been  seen,  in  its  different  stages,  by  a 
number  of  medical  gentlemen, 'who  can  bear  testimony  to  the 
accuracy  of  the  above  description  of  it. 

March  tOth^  1827* 

EXTRA-UTEBINE  FCETATION. 

Case  ffi  which  the  Bones  of  a  Faius  were  passed  through  an  Open- 
ing in  the  Abdomen,  by  wkkh  aperture  the  Catamenia  afterwards 
flowed^  Treated  at  St.  Gboboe's  Hospital, by  Mr.GuNKiNe. 

March  5th,  1823.»£lizabeth  AUerwell,  eetat.  twenty-eight,  was 
married  twelve  years  ago,  and  had  a  child  four  years  after,  born 

^in  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy,  which  only  lived  two  days.  Her 
medical  attendant  told  her  she  was  made  ''  very  strait^''  on  which 
account  it  would  be  well  for  her  not  to  become  pregnant  again. 

'  Four  years  after  she  again  fell  with  child,  and  expected  to  be  con- 
fined m  July  1820,  .but,  at  the  end  of  the  seventh  month  of  her 
reckoning,  the  breasts  became  flaccid,  and  (to  use  her  own  ex- 
pression) she  "  lost  life,*'  the  child  having  previously  been  very 
lively.  She  did  not  menstruate  during  the  first  seven  months, 
but  at  this  time  a  discharg^^  apparently  menstrual  came  on,  and 
has  returned  at  regular  periods  ever  since ;  so  that  the  cata- 
menia appeared  at  the  end  of  the  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth 
months  of  this  last  pregnancy.  For  the  first  seven  months  she 
was  very  sick,  and  otherwise  out  of  health,  but  during  the  last 
two  months  she  felt  much  better,  and  did  not  increase  in  size.    At 
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the  time  she  expected  to  be  confined,  she  had  labour- pains,  re- 
turning at  regular  intervals,  and  in  all  respects  corresponding  to 
what  she  had  experienced  during  her  first  confinement,  except 
thai  tke  difld  flid  not.descend  into  the  pelvis.  The  pains  ceased 
a(  the  end  of  the  third  day,  when  her  health  improved  ;  menstru- 
ation came  on  at  the  end  of  the  month,  and  she  continued  free 
from  complaint  till  June  1821,  the  tumor  in  the  abdomen  remain, 
ing  exactly  of  the  same  size. 

At  this  period  she  was  suddenly  seized,  while  engaged  in  hay- 
making, with  twisting  pain  in  the  tumor,  which  became  so  violent 
as  to  induce  her  to  come  to  St.  George's  Hospital  in  July,  where 
she  continued  till  September  of  the  same  year.  The  treatment 
consisted  chiefly  iii  the  application  of  leeches,  and  other  means 
calculated  to  alleviate  the  pain. 

In  the  following  May  (lo22,)  she  was  again  admitted  into  the 
hospital  for  a  few  weeks,  the  centre  of  the  tumor  having  become, 
dark- coloured,  with  return  of  pain.  A  small  quantity  of  yellow 
matter  discharged  itself  through  the  umbilicus,  but  the  opening 
presently  closed  again.  A  second  opening  took  place  two  inches 
below,  which  has  continued  ever  since  to  discharge  in  varying 
quantity :  but  no  collection  of  matter,  as  in  an  abscess,  ever  ap- 
peals to  have  formed.  The  pain  has  diminished  since  the  swelling 
b^rst,  but  has  always  existed  in  some  degree,  particularly  about  the 
right  iliac  region.  Her  health  has  been. tolerably  good,  so  that  she 
has  never  been  prevented  from  taking  exercise  till  the  present  time ; 
but,  when  she  stands  up,  she  feels  the  tumor  press  towards  the 
opening,  and  she  has  a  good  deal  of  bearing  down  in  voiding  her 
urine.  The  swelling  is  of  considerable  size,  of  different  degrees  of 
hardness,  and  irregular  in  shape,  although  it  approaches  to.  that 
of  a  circle*  The  skin  is  attached  to  it,  and  is  of  a  dark  red  co- 
lour for  some  extent  round  the  orifice.  Menstruation  is  rather 
copious,  but  not  painful. 

February  1823. — ^About  a  month  ago  the  discharge  became 
dark-coloured  and  offensive,  and  'a  portion  of  bone  could  be  felt 
projecting.^  A  small  opening  was  made  (March  12th,)  with  a  probe« 
pointed  bistoury,  sufficient  to  extract  this,  which  was  evidently 
the  transverse  process  of  a  vertebra.  Next  day  another  small 
portion  of  bone  was  removed,  of  the  same  shs^e  and  appearance. 
Sponge  tent  was  introduced  once  or  twice,  but  gave  her  consider- 
able pain.  By  the  end  of  the  month,  nine  pieces  of  bone,  of  the 
satne  size,  had  been  extracted. 

April  20th.— No  bone  has  been  detached  for  the  last  three 
weeks,  though  some  can  be  felt  with  the  probe*  Her  health 
continues  pretty  good,  but  she  has  become  rather  thinner  since 
her  admission.     She  is  allowed  nourishing  diet,  with  wine,  &c 

May  23d. — Within  the  last  three  weeks,  considerable  progress 
has  been  made:  the  bone  so  long  felt  adhering  to  the  soft  parts 
proved  to  be  one  of  the  ribs,  which  was  extracted  entire,  since 
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which  time  several  more  have  beeh  removed,  making  i^  ^^  thirteen 
pieces  of  the  vertebrae,  ten  ribs,  and  one  entir^  scapufa'. '  Several 
portions  of  th6  soft  parts  of  the  foetus  have  afso 'be'^n  ,t&tetir'oii(:. 
AH  the  bones  look  as  if  raacerdted,  the  'cartHdges-beiRg  qiiite  ib- 
sotbed.^  Thfee'daJ^s  ago,  twd  *matt'%tfeiefn8^eren«ld€^vilil*i 
bifrtourjr;t6^lloif"of  t^  exIractSi^n^o^  the  «eiipiii«,  a^d  sltgHt  dilas 
tatidv  hasbeeninadtf  wilii  Weiss'ii  dihttor.  The  ^wmia^  k'dri^i«ed 
with  oil  and  lint,  and  a  poultice^ ov«r  it/-  Skedocid  not'^^tS'eri^iii 
t^  opemtioh/'sol^at,  ^iHd  ia«tVeek/  som^  pbrtiofts  ^ofimie 
haVe'beefirfitab^ed'feVeryd^y:    .  *  *    -'  .    /        '^ 

Jnne  I'Sfli.'-^Soriie  irritatioft"  War  been  okctt^d  ialierty  bf -1M 
bbhes  of  the  head; \v%fdi  h^ve^nck  ifi  the^tironnd;  -  k  etitvUibpeft^ 
ing  has  been  made,  to  allo^ihe  ^cfci^ilatbortfe  to  pastr;  ufter  whidtf 
the  others  were  removed  without  much-dffficttlry;  :•     * 

5iOth."-Thettxtnor  has  dfhiinished  cOhAWei^t)^%  dnce  tbe'ielctrdtf- 
ticitt  of  th^  hedd/irid  she  is  t^w  fteefrbtii  pain,  'tha^^  i»  ^  g<jotf 
deal  of  discharge,  butSt  is  easily  evicubtted  b]^  tyrt!ing*het'iipdi]rtS6: 
face  Iwtcea-  dav. '  Nearly  tliewholrl^kel^OnliSws^iidtr  6*in^  ^vrayf 
the  part^  wfcicH^  reihiiitt  ate 'prlncipaft;fHhrb(mfe&'t<^tb^  baidlr 
andleei.-'  :i  -.  '^  :•'••'••:.•  -^   -^  '     -,    v  n  :■  •••     -I* 


tiimoi'  is'VdrytoVch  diiiiriislaed  in 'siile;  •  A  fortfeighf  agbi^fe'f'Bve 
months*  suppfe&giotf'of'the  catarixetif^,  !^  Idis'dhdrge' r^etoblTng; 
the  benses  ajipeared^af  the  woutid.*  Th6  'dita0'(^ftl'';h^g''a^ifi 
returned;  pet  VaginamV  iind are  n6*v^'*tii-egent,  wh?te  k'dis^fi^f^e 
apparently  tnenstrual  also  takes  pl^ce  frbtn  th6  T^^bixhrf;*' »%  Maial^ 
nation  was  made  per  vaginam,  and  the  uterus  appela^fe'd  <d  ^tii*' 
its  tiatura!  situation;  the' or  uteri  of  its  usual  size :,  the  tdtidSr  fegtffd 
bi'feftoti'theleft'sidfe,pressihg  on  the  Vagina;'  '    j-       /'o  ...  ^ 

Oclober^TStr.— MfenSttuation  hsis  again  retu^h^d;'aiia,  ^Hdfrn: 
thfedls6hifge'paigs-es  partly  by  the  abddminaVapenrfr&T"^^  f'  '''"": 

1 624:  *  M^rch  24th.— She  weiit  out  d  short  time  ago,  if  heJ'dWtf 
desire,^  wltti'a  fistule?u>;  opening  itilf  remaining.  iT&t^ehafe  l)g61[J 
very  little  discharge/  but  two  very  minute  pbriibns'of'boxi^  likvfe? 
bfen  evacuated.  '        '        ^    ^   ''] 

,1825,    July.21st.--She  calls  at  the  ^spi^d! 'occ^sltfAaip'' i^ 
m^Uch  iifipT'bved  in  health ;  the  w6und  is  hot  hesiled,  and  t^e  cataidae  • 

niacotftinue'toft6wfrom1fat  th^  mohtWy^^^^^^  '   /  //    '^' 

ld26.     April  4th.* — Continues' in  the  sanie  state,'  ineiistruatingj 

regularlyi  the '  dischifge  flowing  partly  per  vagiriam,  ahd'partljf 

by  the  opening  in  the  abdomen. 
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PERFORATION  OF  THS  BLADDER. 

pose  of  Perfotatian  a/  the  Bladder,  and  iuoce$fiv€  Forfnation  qf 
Catcpdu  By  P.  L.  Serph,  Sutg^o&i^elch  Pool.  (Commu- 
nicated by  I>r«  James  JoiufsoN.) 

Mrs.  A.,  aged  tbiitj>fiveyears».a  aiftrriedwomany  tiftTiaglx^iie 
aelitkl  jfi  4BM,  aiMl  mlsoanrkd  ia  1981,  ei^ovimg  f^eneral  good 
bealtlitiH  the  flMotk  of  iaMiary,  IS239  wh^n  she  was  seized  wkK 
ta^ere  i^aiii  <in  Cbe  Ioim,  «rbieh  at  the  time  was  sapposed  to  be 
huabaifo,  and  lasted  aboat  fourteen  dats.  In  May  followiag^ 
Mrs.  A.  was  attacked  with  acute  pain  ia  the  two  hip-joints  at  the 
sane  4tme^  4he  ae verity  of  which  confined  her  one  week  in  bed, 
aiMl  earned  a  lamevieas,  which  lasted  about  three  weeks;  but 
the  pars  never  went  away  entirely  till  the  antamn  of  1826.  In 
Ai]^:H8t  of  i&e  same  year  (1823).  the  patient  discovered,  for 
the  ^ffst  time  a  email  tiamor,  loose  to  the  touch,  but  dee^v 
seated  io  the  thickness  of  the  labia  pudendt  of  the  left  side,  which 
gifew  till -the  foUowiag  month  of  Aa^t  1824,  without  eaiisia^  any 
patftf  ^aeept  daring  ft  few  days  previously  to  its  bursting,  which  it 
did  about  that  period,  and  discharged  strnmons  matter.  Prom 
this  time  Jt  never  healed,  and  a  oonstant  oozing  was  kept  up  from 
tbepart* 

.  in  Maich,  1826,  Mrs.  A.  felt  for  the^rst  time  symptoms  of 
iiiitation.in  4he  bladdery  and  tried  varions  means  to  obtain  relief, 
but  in  vain.  In  November  I  waa  called  in,  and,  from  the  symp- 
linnsy  suspected  the  presence  of  a  cakulas  in  the  bladder,  which 
the  intveduetion  of  a  f&roale  eatheter  on  the  18th  of  November 
pcoved  to  be  correct.  Of  course,  the  first  thing  tabe  done  was  tq 
ii»nore  it,  and  I  fitted  upon  the  plan  lately  adopted  by  some  emi- 
nent sorgeons  of  dilating  the  urethra.  I  procured  ]M[r.  Weiss's 
dilator,  and  on  the  29tfa  i^empted  the  operation  for  the  first  time* 
and  in  .about  twenty  ?minntes  dilated  the  urethra  sufficiently  to 
admit  the  introduction  ofafinger  into  the  bladder,  that  I  might 
ascestaio  with  morecprecision(which  1 4asily  did)  the  situation,  &c« 
of  the  calculus.  I  then  introduced  the  fwceps  usually  employed  in 
lithotomy,  but  could  not  seize  the  stone  with  it,  and  after  three  or 
four  frnttiess  attempts  I  put  it  aside;  and,  having  again  with  my 
fingibr. brought  the  caieuius  forward,  I  seized  and  removed  it  yery 
easily  with  the  comnson  dressing  forceps,  the  branches  of  which  I 
had  previoaaly.^ghtly  curved  on  each  other.  The  stone  was  of 
the  mulberry  kind,  about  the  size  and  shape  of  a  peach  stone. 
Pnring  the  dilatation,  some  small  vessel  gave  way  on  the  surface 
of  tlve  urethra,  and  a  few  ounces  of  venous  blood  were  lost.  The 
palient  was  put  into  a  hip-bath,  and  an  opiate  administered.  No 
accident  occurred ;  and  the  bladder  never  for  au  instant  lost  it^ 
veteative  eind  expulsive  powers,  but  it  remained  very  irritable,  and 
Mrs.  A*  complained  of  a  constant  and  fixed  pain  in  the  left  side 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen ;  and  a  discharge  of  matter, 
having  a  muco-pufulent  appearance,  took  place  when  the  urine 

iV«.  S44.— *Vo.  16,  NewSerieg.  8  T 
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was  evacuated)  whic^  was  more  abundant  in  the  morning^  and 
then  of  avQry  fetid^melL  v.^-.       '    ,        " 

.  From  the  abovenneDtiolied'S^in^omd';,  and'*oth€lf^'ift6icl'ent  on 
u^eeralioa  of  the  bUddior,  i>^tei*te6  rhj  p/NiDB  ^ccordh^^y,'  dnd 
made  use  of  the  various  remedial  meani^  usuaHyemployed'tti'ilTcie- 
r^t^onpf.^^iat  vUfu^,  b;iM^iu,y^i9,  ,m    t-    '      ..  I  . .  .     '  '  «  IV  li 

Aftcjr  inipi;ovi.pg  during  a, short, ilina^,  ,tM,,8ywi^a0$.flgafU  hei- 
came  more  .distressing^  and  the  patieni;  positively,  ^sse^t^ditbtit 
there  was  apother  stone  in  her  bladder,  but  it  coiild  ppt  ,hfv<ii^ 
tected  by  the  sound.  On,  the  G^b  of.  May*  1827,  tbft.^^^vfaiiions 
became  so  similar  to  those  she  had  felt  before  the  removal  of  .the 
first  stone,  that  she  herself  introduced  the  catheter,  and  the  pex- 
ettssioa  of  the  instrume'nt  against  a  calculus  proved  her  judgmeol 
to  have  been  correct.  On  the  7th,  I  proceeded  to  another  opera- 
tion, which  w«w  v^rytediotift,  in  consequence  of  the  stone  being  so 
extremely  soft  that  It  crumbted  Hke  half^^dried  mortar  between  the 
blades  of  the  forceps;  ftod,  havings  removed  every  fragment  the  in- 
^trjumcDt  could  detect*  I  washed  away  the-  reamiDiug  particles  by 
m6af>s  of  the  eaema  ayidnge^  iofvented  by:  Mr.  Read,  i  -again-  e%\ 
plqred  the  bladder  with  my  foce«>fittger,  asd,  ootf  being  itble  U> 
detect  any  oth^r  calculu^^.  I,  ^t4ier;ed^yjs0lf'ftiid.  my.  paiieot  i«M> 
the  hop^  of  her  obtaining  by  this  last  operation  a  radical -c^ivev/ 

All  ^ent  on  promisingly  for  a  short  timet,  when:  the 'pa(i9  wilhiii 
the  leii  side  of  the  bladder  agajn  returned,  aud  all  tbecfornp^sr 
symptoms  with  it,  which  became  mo;ce  and, more  disLtri^ssiiig;*.  <Eaj|y 
in  July  the  unfortunate  patient  asserted  ^gain  that  there:  wiis  aa-t 
other  cafcul^ts,  &nd  submitted  to  a  third  operation, « which  waa 
performed  on  the  4th  histant.  Having  sufficiently  dilated,  the 
urethra,  I  introduced  the  fore-finger  of  the  right  hand  into  the 
bladder^  repeatedly  eiplored  its  fundus  and  side,  enfl^ayoured  to 
discoyer  if  any  cyst  existed  that  might  contain  a  calculus,  and, 
nf ver  suspeoting  that  a  stone  couM  adhere  at  the  anterior  and 
superior  part  of  that  visens,  I  was  on  the  point  of  giving  tiptfie 
search,  when  for  the.  fivftt.  time  a  saapi<m)a  of  the)  connexion' be<^ 
tween  the  fistulous  opening  on  the  labia  and  tke  ospttbiasu^esied 
itself,  and,  turning  the.palra  of  my  hand  upwatds,  dhat  ii n&igbt 
bring  the  finger  to^yards.the.post^ior  MirfiM;e,of:the-pubis»  J  im- 
mediately  detected  a.  rough  substance^  pact  of  which  iisrumUed 
under  my  touch,  I  endeavoured  to.  loosen  the  remaiadf^r,  vithiob 
was  so  rough  and  so  hard  that  I  was  obliged  to  desist,  froqa  t^G^pf^ff^ 
it  gave  the.  I  then  introduced  a  lever  Something  similar -to  those, 
employed  in  raising  depressed  portions  of  the  cranium,  after  u^ing 
the  trephin'*,)  previously  curved  to  an  angle  of  about  45^,  twice 
fixed  it  on  the  hard  substance,  and  applied  to  it  a.  force  much  niMre 
tlian  sufficient  to  break  it  in  pieces  had  it  been  of  a  consistency 
even  much  harder  than  urinary  calcfili  generally  are,  but  ail  in. 
vain.  In  the  last  attempt,  a  piec^  of-  irregular  shape  brolLC  ofi^ 
which  was  of  a  dark,  colour,  audi  extremely  hacd.  Between  th^« 
two  attempts  with; th/f  lever. and  after,  the* hist*  I  introduced  my 
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^Dger,  and,  in  endeavouring  to  shake  tha  mibi^aDCO,  it  fell  of  that 
kinc^of  looseness  which  we  soipfitiimeft  foel  in*  shaking  bett^eeo  the 
finger  and  thumb  som^  of  the  mokireB,  which,  howeren,  reqififb  a 
gre^t  power  io/ejttract  them*     ^  .  » 

It  appears  evident,  first,  that,  bo  lotig  as  1823,  th^  disease 
begatt  to  ttevelop  itself  in  theos  pubis  of  the  left  side,  and 
thiat  that  bone  became  carious; — secondly,  that  an  abscess 
formed;  whtch  in^erest/^  externally  the  labia  of  that  si<ie, 
and  initernally  found  it^  way  through  the  coats  of  the  bladder 
within  that  viscus; — thirdlyji  that  an  osseotis  excrescence, 
aHsing  fV6m  the  pubis,  penetrated  through  that  Oipening,  and 
became  a  nucleus,  on  the  surface  of  which  the  caleareoua  pari 
of  the  urine  was  in  part  deposited,  and  that  cooM'etionfi  were 
made  in  the  same  manner  as  stalactites  are  formed  ;--<'fourthly, 
that;  when  the  concretion  had  acquired  a  certain  si^e,  it  de- 
tached itself)  and  became  a  common  urinary  calculus,  loose 
i{L  the.blsidder;*-^fiflhIyY  that,  bad  I  succeeded  in  breaking 
off  ^Ji£  bony  process,  accidents  might  have  arisen  from  the 
OQotaot  of  the  urine  with  a  sound  part  of  the  bone. 

Now,  sir,  allow  me  to  ask  you  and  the  profession,  through 
yotir  Vsdtttible  Journal,  ought  the  case  to  be  abandoned  to  na- 
tterHs?,  except  removing  out  of  the  bladder  the  calculi  whioh 
may  be- there  deposited?  what  would  be  the  most  likely  plan 
it)  obtain  a  cure?  and  what  prognosis  ought  to  be  drawn 
from  our  knowledge  of  the  case?  There  is  not  the  least 
doubt  that  the  original  cause  of  the  diseetse  wa^  ^crofulai.  I 
have  since  the  last  operation  delisted  from  alliemedtal  means 
except  the  Tincture  of  Iodine ;  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
^^  that  .she  now  feels  better,  and  much  more  comfort-' 
able  than  she  has.done  during  the  last  twelve  months.  Her 
general  health  is  certaialy  much  improved. 

I^annet  close  this  statemeiit  wittiout  paying'a  just  tribute 
of  pnailie  to  .the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Weiss,  whose  talent  in 
execliting  the  plans  formed  by«drgeoris  cannot  be  too  much 
dmitnended.  I  am  convinced  the  use  of  his  dilator  of  Hhe 
f(£toale  Urethra  will  soon  superi^ede  every  method  formerly 
cfterbloyed  in  removing  urinary  calculi  in  all  cases  where  fe- 
mkles  ^re  afSicted  witn  that  disease. 

iyeii^h  Pool;  Jukf  31s*,  1827.    ,     .  .  . 

^•'  STRICTURE  OP  THE  CESOPHAGUS. 

Stricture  of  the  (Bs6phagu$j  from  swallowing  Sulphuric  Atidy 
successfully  treated*     By  W.  TAYLoa,  Surgeon. 

MastctH  H — ,  certalis  twelve,  a  fine  healthy  boy,  h^d  the  misfor- 
tm^Q,  ba  the  19th  of  December,  1826,  to  sHValh)w  by  mistake  a 
quantity  of  highly  concentrated  sulphuric  acid.     When  the  acci* 
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de^jt  pccurre4}i  he  Wfis*  a  pirpH  at  Sfr^  Stock*^  fteadestfy  ettPefH^r. 
Mr^  Tatum»  a  practitioner  resiflmg  in  tiMi  i&Mnediate  vidftHt^  o9 
Mr»  Stock's  jesidenc^,  was  requ^;$ted  to  Mtenil  irtiinedkrteiy :-  Mr*' 
T^  very  promptly  obeyed  th^  sntnmdns,  and  the  usufeil  i^tfUtdctei- 
recommended  in  ,sucK  c^6s  were  qutcfkly  adminislieTefl,— *<riaj, 
magnesia*  with  small  auantides  of  carbonate  of  sOdei/fn  vAiicMfH:^ 
nous  dribks^  Snd  t  believe  emetics. '  Ei^t  oiin^es  df'  bIo6d  w&e 
talcen  frpm  the  arm  the  sartle  Evening.  Mh  'RttaBl  #a(4  6f'opitii(m 
that  i  quantiij^  of  acid  had  passed  inio  the  stoiaach ;'  Irat  I  aw  itt^ 
clined  to  be  sclBptical  ut)on  this  p^omt,  tM  Cb^  bfyy  ii^vi^r  oohipfeined' 
of  any  pdib  iibontthe  epigastric' reg;tetl."  •  m  -  .  «  .  . 
Dec.  20th,  (the  day  Mt«r  the  accident,)  he  m&§  i^mov^d  to  lifi^ 
fatWr^s  residence,  tind  I  w^s  requested  to  s^e*  bii»«  Hm  odm^ 
plained  of  excessive  he^^t  and  sorene^  in  his  mouth  and  tkroi^ 
with  g;reat  thirst.     His  pulse  was  frequent,  font  not  (ail. 

I  prescribei)  two  drachms  of  Castor-oil,  bl^iided  witll:iitaciblgft»  ewpF 
*  raiir'hottrs,  fiH  bis  tiowels'wefe  rtlieved;  ud  dnoeoted  iMUtl^niua^  (fi 
'glv<i'1itm  ^omowBrm  milk  and  wafer  fregneaCly.  '    ^ 

21st. — I  'VisHed  hitn  again  at  eight  o*dook  a.m^    The  castot^oM 

hki  tidt  pit>dticed  Any  evaootetioti^m  the  bcrwel^;  he  hftd  pasaefjt 

a  tolefably  g^  ntght>  haltng  had  afooiit  foiirhio^j»'>skej^'ythaAgb 

dccsifeionalfy  »tarfh^  upUngrtill  adartn.:  *>  .  •   »         ,^ 

'  •  I  bltietetf  a  faysitr  of  nmnodbtfitkmaii^vtluM  a^m^isi^wd  every 

two  iioion;  and  the  dflne^of  CatterHoil  to,  b^ mugmefttt^d.  aiM  l^P^^ 

iqore  freqi^enlfv.    .,  ....  u 

Six  o'clock  F«M»^— Hisrbowb  h^d  b^en  (if^m  evaqiftte(^«    The 
pulse  was  full  and  frequent ;.  the^kin|ho^  and.^irat  u^jg^P^* 

Ten  onncM  of  blood  wefe  ^^eo  from  the  arm  j  desirecl.  np'atVe|i  juits 
^  net  to  i^ve  bim  any  thiug  hot  warm  milk.  'v,.   :  :j 

5)9d««^iiad  passed  a  gqod  night;  hi$  bowets  Kad  been  ffeely 
'opened;  pulse  tranquil;  skin  cobi,  and  thirst  diminished*  j^  ' 
">  ddd.'^The  eutide  e»f<'the  «to«gii^  antd  •  fsiupes  ^^atedo^  qt^iTt'e 
ibee  ff Ota  pain;  ate  hit  bread  and  milk  night  and  moiping,  ^nd  a 
little bread-puddingfor  bis  dinner^  with  perfecit  facititV*  ' 
:m  Fromihisi  period.till  the  8th :0f  January,  he  appeared  td  improve 
daily:  in  fact,  he  was  apparently  quite  recovered.     I  Wais  1^^ 
.4ieqiM0<l^to.se^>ini,  aa  he  h^d  .eixpeciepced  jgreat^iffiqult^'io 
dwalk>l7ipg«  ^f <^tixpanied  wit)i  sipkness,       ifindtn^^hTs  ibn^M 
/oetaXed^;  find  bowels  connned>  I  atuibutec^  t^  intefrup^tiyh  of'.liia 
•nwi^vety  tp  £^  disturbed.  Biat^  of  the  stomacTi^  as  He  had  )reces^iy 
bees  ipaulgingin  the  excesses  so  Frequent  at  thajt 'reason. ,/  '   ' ' 

I  prescrihed  an  aperient  powder  to  be  taken  ot;t^otidHy,  tOrnfaliirAg 
6|ie  ^rain  of  Calomel »  three  of  Rhnharb,  Mt^o^oftBiH^ti'^M/^  i^rlda 
of  9Qlpbate  of  Quinlue  three  tioivi  a<-dliy ;  and  erdtored  bim  a  light  -mUri- 
titediet.  .;.  .  ■ 

'    This  plan  of  treatment  was  etrktly  fKU^sned,^  witliout  any  t^ry 

manifest  amendment  ,of  his  complaint;  ihougb  hie  gjeaeral  heakh 

and  spirits  appeared  much  benefited  by  it,  till  the  18th  t»f  J^afmary, 

when  I  considered  it  advisable  to  have  another  <^nion«     .  « 

Mr.  Abernethy  was  consulted,  who  thought  U  a  spasm  of  the 
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«e9<)pli«igi|fi^  wMh  <toitii9e8i«fil  «f  tke  jlMQi^h,  »nd  r«com«iended 
th«  mft^kf^  p^wdi^Cila  te  gifeHL  «rery  suterndte  nighty  tke  decoc- 
tio«l/of  S|BU!9#pariUa  ibr^  tiRien  a-day«  aod  the  grfateat  .possible 
aymlici»4o.b&  ^pa^J  .to JaU  dIeU  The  pUa  of'treatment  suggested 
h]FiMr«AheKD(HhysTira^'lKippted,  but  I  eanoot.  sa^  faithfully :  ai-> 
thi9jiig9lb^tb^.-«tm(M  ear^waa  taken  to  prevent  him  from  having 
9g:!se»s!to.f9od;of  a«^  inipioptr  deacriptipn,  and  at  ifregular  periods, 
]^.<ha(fptmd.iiiea%9.|o  obtain  if,  .and  his  suSeringa  vrere  observed 
tnvami>l}rttt0  bQ,aggcMai^d  by  the  iadnlgen.ce-  A  lump  of  sugar, 
or  a  »0ipi\  fh^  of  sweet  cake,  wonld^oocasion  such  a  violent  spasni 
of  the  oBsophagus  as  to  prevent  faim  fkom  awaJilQwirig  bis  saliva  foe 
im  or  ai;i^  bourse 

imtu%ty  2$tbi— For  three  or  four  days  preceding  this  date,  bis 
friends  dM>ugbt  him  infiniteW  motw^  i.  his.counttoaace  was  pallid, 
with  obvioady  increasing  aeUUty,  and, great  emaciation.  The 
^fmmrn^  eootraetiim  gf  the  cesophagua  was  occasionally  so  ex^ 
tre^ety'^noietft  as^  to  preckuk  the  posaibility  of  awaUoiiriag  any 
solid,  and  but  little  liqnid,  ibod  fov  asaajp hours*.  Sir.AsitLET 
Ck)6i>^«L  wss  then  consulted,  <«ba  waa^oiT^ipHiai  that  th^re  .wa%  an 
nteefitf  the  (esophagus,  as  amall  portions  of.  mamt^inaine  were^x:- 
^SiiMa^y  i>roiiglit  upw  A  grainr  ofSttiphale  ol'  Quinin^  was  pre* 
scribed  for  him  three  timi^s  ardaj!»  with  .a  mild  aperient  when 
retg^ntsHe;  and  a  most  natritive  liauiddiet  wss  .r^^oommended; 
egg,^  milt:,  and  sherry  with  sugar  and  nutmeg,  were  given  fre- 
Qivently.  He  swallowed  these  very  well,  and  his  health,  rn  the 
dotirse  6t  Vfe  or  hi^  days,  hfid  v^ry  man! festl j  improved; 

Fel^ftr^dth.-^OkHed  t^t^^Sfv  AsUey  Coop^ftgiiil,  aUhottgh, 
as  lliave  before  (Observed, his  gefefchkl'teaRh  bad  greattyiidproved 
since  our  last  consultation :  he  still  experieticed  extreme  di^culty 
'in  swallowifag  et6n'  V^  fimdl  f)<Frtldns  of  s<>ifdy  and  oteasionally 
liquid,  f6od.   "        •      '   ^  ' 

'   ^ : '  PrfacribsA  itesHKos^s  «rO x^iHiWisle  «#  Merctfry^  in  TuKitkiM  ef  B«rk. 

"14th.— No  amendment,  'fhe  boiigte  Vas  had  recourse  to,  but 
U  met  with  such  resistance  that  Sir  Adt!ey  deert^ed  it  prudent  to 
oiscontinue  its  use  for  some  timd^  till  the  spasmodic  action  df  the 
oesophagus  subsided.  '■  -     . 

t9th,— ^Ko  amendment.  Prescribed  ten  d¥ops  of  the  Mcrriated 
^tincture  of  tron  three  times  a-d ay.  '  Pi;om  this  period  tfll  tfce  2d 
of  April,  this  mode  of  treatment  \^a8  striiitty  followed,' without  any 
aHeviation  of  his  s^fierings.     Bougies  of  divertf'dWs,  both  etastic 

^gunx  and  metalfic,  were  tried,  hut  none  wbuld  pass  tbe^  »trieiure. 

-Sir  A>  Cooper  at  length  suggested  quicksilveV,  arid iialf  k  pound 
Was  ^administered  twice  a  day  for  fifteen  or  sixteen  days*  without 
any  very  decided  benefit:  it  was  thought,  occasionally  during  its 
use,  that  he  had  swallowed  a  little  solid  food  with  psore  facility; 

:  tot  the  result  was  hot  attended  with  the  degree  of  benefit  that  was 
aistietpated :  its  as6' was  consequently  abandOaed,  as  it  produced 
pain  ^nd  uneaHoeiis  in  the  bowels^ 
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r^gukrly  ia(roduced/eT«ry  other  di^j  wilbdfft'l&by^Mii^st  betl^- 
fiit;:aiid>  iodeedv  Itiiaveno  liesitttUoh  to  isar^itfg  If)tit''ttie;f'>iv^r6 
iiiOH^ecidedtSriifiiofioufl;  ^At  length  i;1ie  *i»ii^eou^'Mettibfliiie«6f  ihjd 
oa^pliagut  \fm  aligkdQT  tabraded;  io^isdiMdqfd^rie^of  tM'fVed^etit 
ap4  racber  violent  iiKtrodiKUitm'idf  fbe  ki^ttii(ti«rtt.  Tm^'uiirdHu- 
i^atQi .  ocetlrrepce  faroii^ht*  |e«i  ^  ibflaitimatk)^  >  of  th^  (jekoifikagtks, 
Mfhith  precluded  x^pottilfititf  i»€  4ri«r4ak'iAg' any  ^ft^  fbf  f<bndrtcf^ti 
or.  6fteeii  day«u  Extreme  debAity  «ndi  g^eat  etnaciat&oh  qtrPckty 
foilQUred^  «0;that  weiirera  oUiged  to  admiAi^er  tbeinodt  ntktHtiv6 
dyAtera  itwioe>or  tkricea-49^  ffft  B^or^t  week^,  Hfs  fiedlth 
apd  spirits  appeared  g;iradiiaiiy  to  improve ;  at  l^n^th  he' Was'  En- 
abled to  swallow  bread' and  milk  tolerably  well^  and  in  the  Cotfrse 
of  a  fewdays  weidtsoontintied  theeiyst^rs.  -   -         ^  "^ 

He  was  sent  Into  the  cotsntry,  and  in  a  few  weeks  afipe^red  in 
perfect  health.  He  caa  now  swallow  a  ptnt  of  bteati  and  tttHk  iti 
half  an  hour  for  fats  breakfast,  and  three  ounces  of  ^tiimaf  *f6dd  at 
his  dinner  by  careful  mastidatioD. 

Augut  taar. 

Sirppostd  Case  of  Poisoning  by  Oxymuriale  of  Mercury.  JBy  Jou  v 

Frost,  r.A.s.  F.L.s.  &c.  !, 

*  •  I  ■  fc 

On  the  28th  of  July«  I  was  requeued  by.Mr.  €osob£A¥j^  the 
surgeon  to  the  parish  of  St*  Clement  Daa^^  to  visits  mam  of.  the 
name  of  jVlorgau,  who  had  been  brought  from  Lincoln!s' Inn. fields 
to  the  workhouse  by  a.  person,  to  whom. he  stated. he, had  taken 
oxymuriate  of  mercury.  He  was  fi^und  surrounded  by  a  mnUitmde, 
to  whom  he  also  stated  that  he  bad  taken  poison,  and^bteh^rcoi^ 
dered  him  an  object  of  immediate  attention*  He  appears .fbfBoerly 
to  have,  assisted  in  compounding  aiediqinea,  axid bad ptnnafaased 
the  corrosive  sublimate  under  its  t^hnical  appeUa^opa,  which  in*' 
diiced  the  vendor  to  sell  it  without  a  proper  precautian.  Ub  itated 
he'had  purchased  two  drachms,  which  he  had  formed  into^pillsf 
several  of  which  he  said  he  had  swallowed;  and,  to  prone  thei,trtitb> 
o^  his. assertion,  he  gave  eight  or  nine  pills  to  thaDEROitwbobn^gbl 
him  to  the  workhouse,  which  he  said,  on  b^ng  e3uimiiied,< would 
be  found  to  contain  the  Hydrargyri  Oxymuriast*  *^     ^  . 

On  his  admission,  Mr*  Cosgreave  immediately  emptiied  the  stow 
mach  of  its  contents,  by  means  of  the  stomach-pump,  after  which 
the  stomach  was  alternately  Ailed  with  warm  water^  aixd  thea  > 
emptied^  until  the  water  returned  as  clear  as  it  was  injected*  'A 
cathartic  was  then  administered^  and  h^  was  supplied  with  raw 
eggs  and  jmilk :  in  fact|  he  was  treated  as,  though  he. had  actnally 
taken  corirpsive  sublimate.  .     '«  .  . 

Mr.  Cosgreave  Tequested  me  first  to  analyse  the  pills,  which,  -as 
befpre  mentioned,  U^  pat»&nt^  stated  would  be.  found  tocdntaih 
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oxy,piui^i9i|e(9f/^W<)Hnf»<'-'^h^M'^^'o*^^*^?^J^  nuclei,'  ti6l'tin- 

q^gj^a^^,  ipQrJtfff-9ff4;ih^.fil(Q{)9d>i:be  Bolttiidn*  through  bibuloiliW 
pap^^  ^4  ^rj^a|l^4  tfc<Jii»Aravlied.ljqitt)r/witkiait»J^  of  «iivei^;  which 
ibrew.  ^yfj^  %  c^piq^«,,3li[btie>•  0bcbnlettt  pMcipitate';  wbiob  wa^ 
er>Uf^^t,sol^t)Ie  i^-as^pstjc ^mnioiMA^andwlMcb!,  orcourft^;  <!fetidt^ 
tbe,qxutence  9fmuri^i^,aoid»  '  To  «aotbfef  portion  hfdtlodate^of 
pot^^\  was ; added,  wbiob/pr^ciipit^t^d,  the  ^mc^rcury  of  a  yel|o\^ 
CQlou^r.  Lim^-w^ter  was  then  addeid  to  a  fr«ili  quantitt  t^T  the 
Aitrj^ed  soluUon)  an^  thr^w  down  an  orange^ed  preeipiMite  irr 
a^^ndancd.  T^ese/te$t»  very  satisfactorily  denoted  the  pfes^nce 
of  a  coaslderable  portion  of  oxymuriafee  of  mertuvy.  In  -ord^r  &till 
more  to  oonfiim  thq^e  jesuUsr  ardiropolfithe.fikratcd  ipotutieiwiirad 
placed  on  a  sovereign,  and  tbic^  pkaoed  in  oontact  wkh  the  bladb 
of  ^.  poliabed  $teei  knife,  when  the  mcffcury  was  immediately  re< 
djuced  in  its  i^etallic  foco^  on  tl»e.s«urfttae  of  the  gold. 

Haviiig  satisfied  Mj;,  Co^greaise .  and  myself  that  the  pills  c6n^ 
tained  corrosive  sublimate,  I  proceeded  to  tbe  workhouse  to  visit 
the  man,  whom  I  found  in  a  very  emaciated  conditipni  with  an 
hectic  countenance,  his  pulse  weak,  skin  cooJ,  and  surface  of  the 
body  pallid.  He  was  very  languid,  and  seemed  to  me  to  be  suf- 
fering from  exhaustion  only,,  bi^iiig  luy intense  pain  in  the  throat, 
or  other  symptoms  attendant  on  the  internal  exhibition,  of  ai^y. 
qa^ntUy  of  oir^muriate  of  mercury,  wjiich  he  said  he  had  taken. 

I  submitted  the  contents  of  the  stomacl],  as  well  a^  the  alyine 
evacuatioina*  to  the  tests  for  detecting  the  prcsehce  of  mercury; 
and  leonducted-the  experiments  Witb  the  greatest  precision,  care- 
fally  diluting  their  contents  in  glass  vessels  with  distilled  water, 
inonlerto  prevent  the  colouring  matter' frdiri  confusing  the  colour 
of  the  sbreralji^eci^itiites.  As  there  was  no  other  evidence  of  his 
h«T9Bg'ta(kenroorioBift$  sublirnkte*  than  his  own  assertion,  (which  is 
supposed  toikairebeeil  made  to  the  crowd  which  collected  round  him 
in  the  neigbboiirlMMMl  of  Lincoln's  Inn-fields,  merely  to  excite  their 
comndsftoatioa  and  charity,)  and  as  he  showed  no  decided  symp- 
tOraSioC  labowring  under  \t»  action  when  I  saw  him,  although  he 
s^id  ttiathe  had  taiten  thirty  grains  only  two  days  before,  I  took 
my  departure,  satisfied  that  he  had  not  swallowed. the  poison,  anct 
haitfipg  demonstrated  satisfactorily  to  Mr.  Cosgreave  tha|:.  there 
wiere.  IK). iracet  of  corrosive  muriate  m  any  of  the  evaciiatiqns. 

In  the  course  of  fouir  ddys  afterwards  tne  man  died,  certainty  of 
inanition,  Which  was  brought  on  by  irregular  habits  and  excesspe^ 
indu^encein  the  use  of  fermented  liquors^  Mi".  Cosgreave  and 
myseSr  examined  the  body  aftfer  death.  The  only  hiorb'id  appear-^ 
anfees  were  adhesion  oftheliverto  the  dJaphragni  and  perftone'um ; 
thagallibladdeir  was  distended;  an^  part  of  the  i^ft  lobe  of  the 
liv^r^iBikirMed.  The  kings  parUaTly  adhered  to*  ^h^  pleura,  "f  here 
was  no  marked  inflammation  of  the  oesophagus,  stomach,  or 
intestines. 

Ijjaubmttted  the  po8t<4nortem^  contents  of  the  stomach  to  the- 
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tost  6f  cbemtcsl  ahriytit,  and  femid  no  traces  t>f  mnj  tmeral 
poiion  kaviHg  beea  in  tke  stiHtuurii. 

It  appeared  that,  since  the  loss  of  his  wife,  he  had  been  in 
A  desponding  way,  although  he  was  well  provided  for,  being 
employed  as  a  clerk  in  an  attorney's  office. 

A  person,  calling  himself  a  chemist,  who  attended  the  in- 
quest, and  who  h^  given  the  deceased  an  emetic  in  the  first 
instance,  (which,  by  the  bye,  did  not  operate  before  the 
stomach-pump  wjts  used,)  attempted  to  prove  that  the  pilis 
contained  corrosive  sublimate,  uy  stating  that  nitraie  of 
silver  threw  dt>wB  9l  yellow  precipitate  with  solutions  of 
eorronve  subUmate.  This  was  certainly  a  new  discovery  to 
me,  and  I  drink  it  is  the  first  time  that  soch  a  coloured  pre-^ 
cipitate  was  ever  obtained  by  nitrate  of  silver  with  solutions 
of  oxymuriate  of  mercury;  and,  notwithstanding  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Cosgreave,  who  made  a  conclusive  experiment 
before  the  jury  as  to  the  detecting  of  the  smallest  quantity  of 
corrosive  sublimate,  they  nevertheless  brought  in  a  verdict 
that  the  deceased  died  by  having  taken  poison. 

Bridge'Mtrtety  BUtdtfriMrs;  AuguMi  4<Ay  1S27. 


INSANITY. 

On  the  Means  of  admmistering  Food  to  Insane  Persons^  in  Cases  of 
Resistance,  By  Caleb  Williams,  Surgeon  to  the  Retreat, 
York. 

Those  who  have  had  but  little  intercourse  with  the  insane, 
must  have  witnessed  some  of  those  unhappy,  ^ases  where  the 
patient  refuses  to  take  his  food*  and  wjier^  every  persuasion 
and  artifice  prove  ahke  unavailing  in  breaking  jtarough  the 
morbid  phain  of  ideas,  or  removing  his  erroneous  scrupleB. 
In  such  cases  it  is  of  great  importance  that  the  focxl  should 
be  conveyed  into  the  stomach  with  as  litde  ii^jury  or  suffering 
to  the  unfortunate  patient  as  possible:  for  this  purpose  nume- 
rous expedients  have  been  tried,  many  of  which  have  very 
imperfectly  accomplished  the  object;  whilst  others,  under 
certain  circumstances,  are  not  free  from  danger  even  to  the 
life  of  the  individual,  and  may  fail  in  the  chief  object,  that 
of  carrying  food  into  the  stomach. 

Soon  after  I  was  appointed  surgeon  to  the  Retreat,  (an 
establishment  for  insane  persons  of  the  Society  of  Friends 
near  York,)  I  was  present  at  the  feeding  of  a  female  patient. 
On  this  occasion  the  boat  was  used,  which  is  an  oval  tin 
vessel,  having  a  broad  flattened  tube  or  spout^  an  inch  wide 
and  a  quarter  of  an  inch  deep :  the  patient  oeing  properly 
*^ured  in  :the  rocking*  chair,  the  extremity  of  this  tube. 
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wrapped  with  ImWi  was  introduced  into  the  mouth*  the  no^e 
being  at  the  same  time  pressed,  and  the  food  conveyed  to  the 
entrance,  of  the  throat.  In  this  case  the  determination  not  to 
sw^low  \yaa  ^o  .fixed  and  resolute,  that  all  means  were*  un- 
availing, notwithstanding  the  suflFering  which  she  must  have 
endurei  ftoxn  hplding  her  breath,  to  induce  her  to  sw^IIoW 
the  food  wljiich  was,  thus  forced  tp  the  back,  part  of  the  ftiouth. 
The  fHoe  li^vii;ig  biecpnje^extfreiiely  livid,  the  yepsels  of  the 
eyes  quite  turgid- with  bjood,^  1  requested  the  attieadanis  to 
desist  when  ^e.  seemed  almost  exhausted  from  the  violent 
effort  she  bad  been  obliged  to  make  to  prevent  the  passage  pf 
the  food,    ....  .       , 

.  Uijder  thpse  circumstances  it  was  important  to  try  some 
pther  plan^  which  should  with  certainty  convey  nourishment 
in^o  the  stomaph^  and  at  the  same  time  incur  no  risk  of  per- 
^qubX  injury.  It  occurred  to  me  that  an  ces(^haguis  tube 
.p9i|PfsssQd  wepe  ^d vantages^  and  that  an  elastic  gum  bottle, 
.  with  A  ^t;op-cock  attached  to  it,  would  form  a  pretty  complete 
apparatus  for  the  .purpose*  The  mouth  was  opened  by  meatus 
of  a  small  wooaen  lever^  seven  or  eight  inches  long,  and  ta- 
pering off  to  a  blunt  point,  which  was  introduced  between  the 
teeth,  and,  being  carried  to  the  side  of  the  mouth,  enabled  me 
to  open  it  as  iar^as  necessary.  The  oesophagus  tube  was  then 
easiij^ pressed  mto  the  pharynx,  and  down  into  the  stomach; 
4  smdil  piece  of  Vood,  perforated  in  the  middle  to  sidmit  the 
extremity  of  the  tube,  was  then  placed  in  the  mouth,  to  keep 
it  open,  ^lid  pr^ent  the  teeth  from  cbmpressinff  or  dividing 
<5he  tube';  the  elafitic^gum  bottle,  previously  filled,  and  closed 
by  the  slop-cock,  was  adjusted  to  the  end  of  the  tube,  and 
its  contents,^thoutai!iy difficulty,  conveyed  into  the  stomach . 
Tb\B  operation  appeared  to  occasion  very  little  ineohveni- 
ence;  sind  vi^s  repeated 'two  or  three  times  a-day :  since  Aat 
timeRead^i  syringe  has  been  used  instead  of  the  elastic-gum 
•bottfe,' and'has  been  found  weH  calculated  for  the  purpose. 
Ift'tMsJ-way  anotbet  female  patient  was  fed  two  or  three  times 
tt-'dfelyf^t  erpw^rds  of  four  months,  without  any  personal  ih- 
jtlryof inatferialsuflferifig.  '  ' 

^  Itis  pi^pfert<y  remark,  hbwevfer,  that  the  oesophagus-tubfes 
in  Read's  cases  are  much  larger  than  is  necessaiy  for  the  pur- 
pose/ an'd  consequently  create  mnch  greater  uneasiness  to  the 
pdHent;*  the '  am jdler  ones,  made  of  elastic  gum,  I  thirik  d,re 
preferable.  The  "  guard,"  or  piece  of  wood  with'  a  hole  in 
the  cefati^,  contained  also  in  Read's  cases,  serve  very  well  to 
keep  the  patient's  month  open,  and  prevent  pressure  on  the 
tdbe'.  •■••'•.■ 

A'o..344.— iVo.  16,  New  SerUs,  «  U 
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A  Treatue  <m  the  Diseases  ofFemaks.  By  Wh.  P.  Dswees,  m.d«, 
Adjunct  Professor  of  Midwifery  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
&c.  &c.— 8vo.  pp.  557.    Philadelphia,  1826. 

Although  the  present  work  is  not  presented  to  us  as  a  com- 
pilation, it  is  eviaent,  from  the  general  nature  of  it&  contents  i 
that  the  author  must  have  derived  considerable  assistance 
from  the  labours  of  previous  writers  upon  the  same  subjects. 
His  talents  and  lon^  experience,  however,  peculiarly  fit  him  for 
the  skilful  separation  of  the  corn  from  the  chaff  in  the  pro- 
ductions  of  other  authors,  and  also  for  the  additicxi  of  much 
valuable  information  from  his  own  resources.  We  could  not  but 
smile  at  the  transatlantic  bluntness  of  the  advertisement  to 
the  volume  before  us.  **  The  necessity  of  the  work  i%  ac- 
knowledged, but  the  difficulty  of  executing  it  can  oaly  be 
known  to  him  who  undertakes  it.  This  win  plead  with  the 
liberal  for  moderation  in  criticism,  though  it  may  be  no  exte- 
nuation to  those  of  a  contrary  feeling.  From  the  observa- 
tions of  the  former  we  hope  to  profit,  should  any  such  honour 
the  work  with  their  notice ;  and  from  the  latter  we  will  not 
flinch^  however  severe  may  be  the  castigation,  as  we  know  it 
is  much  easier  to  find  fault  than  to  excel.^'  We  like  the  in- 
dependent spirit  which  animates  our  veteran  brother,  and 
infinitely  prefer  it  to  the  servile  and  supplicating  tone  which 
pervades  the  introductory  pages  of  so  many  works.  It  is 
neither  necessary  nor  judicious  for  an  author  to  throw  out  a 
sop  to  every  critical  Cerberus. 

The  great  variety  of  subjects  discussed  by  the  author  will 
prevent  us  from  following  him  step  by  step.  We  must  assume 
the  privilege  of  dwelling  only  upon  those  parts  which  appeajr 
to  us  the  most  interesting,  and  the  notice  of  which  will  be 
amply  sufficient  to  enable  our  readers  to  form  an  estimate  of 
the  value  of  the  whole. 

The  first  chapter  takes  into  consideration  the  Peculiarities 
of  the  Female  System.  The  anatomical  and  physiological 
distinctions  between  the  sexes  are  briefly  described.  Respect- 
ing the  influence  of  the  uterus  over  the  female  constitution. 
Dr.  Dewe^s  entertains  opinions  which  are  worthy  of  notice. 
By  some  this  organ  was  formerly  supposed  to  possess  a  sepa- 
rate and  peculiar  life,  having  its  own  mode  of  existence,  and 
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being  totaUy  independent  of  the  laws  which  govern  the  other 
portions  of  the  system.  Sydenham,  Gullen,  Qood,  and 
many  others^  have  also  given  extensive  powers  to  the  uterus. 
As  Dr.  Dewees,  however,  has  not  witnessed  any  decided  in- 
stances of  this  great  influence  of  the  uterus  in  the  production 
of  disease,  he  feels  justified  in  entering  his  protest  against 
it.     He  thus  states  his  opinions  : 

'^  ]  »t.  We  have  ever  found  the  unoccupied  uterus  to  he  one  of 
great  passiveness  when  in  a  state  of  perfect  health ;  and  that,  so 
long  as  it  preserved  this  condition,  it  manifested  no  agency  in  the 
production  of  disease,  or  in  modifyiag  it,  if  present.  Thus  fever, 
tofiamniation  either  local  or  general,  or  spasm,  has  never  appeared 
to  u$  to  derive  advantage,  or  suffer  inconvenience,  from  the  influ« 
ence  of  this  organ. 

^*  2d,  That,  when  in  a  state  of  disease,  we  have  found  several 
parts  of  the  body  sympathise  with  the  uterus, — as  the  stomach, 
the  head,  the  breasts,  &c.^  but  precisely  the  same  thing  can  be 
said  of  other  parts  of  the  body,  for  neither  of  which  is  such  influ- 
ence admitted  as  is  claimed  for  the  uterus.  Thus  the  brain,  the 
stomach,  the  kidneys,  the  liver,  &c.  when  in  a  diseased  state, 
will  have  particular  parts  deranged,  by  a  sympathetic  influence; 
yet  it  has  never  been  asserted  that  either  of  these  parts  had  at  any 
other  time,  or  under  any  other  circumstance  but  disease,  any 
agency  in  producing  or  modifying  disease  in  any  other  portion  of 
the  body. 

'*  3d.  While  the  uterus  is  performing  one  of  its  functional  du- 
ties,— namely,  forming  the  menstrual  blood ;  when  it  is  known  to 
be  in  a  state  of  excitement,  and  decidedly  engorged  with  blood,  a 
lime  when  it  would  most  likely  exert  an  influence,  if  it  really  pos- 
sessed any,  we  never  find  this  organ  betraying  a  power  over  other 
parts,  so  long  as  the  functional  process  is  carried  on  healthfully; 
and  that  during  this  period  we  have  hitherto  not  been  able  to 
detect  the  slightest  influence  over  any  disease  that  may  have  been 
present  in  the  system ;  nor  has  it  ever  made  us  vary  a  prescription 
or  modify  a  treatment. 

'*  4th.  That  when  the  menstruous  function  is  performed  with 
pain  and  difficulty,  other  portions  of  the  system  are  found  to 
suffer  from  sympathy;  but  in  no  greater  degree  than  these  very 
parts  have  been  known  to  suffer  when  some  other  organ  was  the 
iCMirce  of  irritation.  In  dysmenorrhoea,  we  have  known  the  back 
and  stomach,  suffer  severely,— the  first  by  pretty  intense  pain,  and 
the  second  by  severe  vomiting;  but  we  have  seen  the  same  con- 
sequences attend  an  irritated  kidney,  or  an  inflamed  neck  of  the 
bladder. 

'^  5tb*  That  when  this  organ  is  labouring  under  severe  disease, 
as  inflammation,  schirrus,  or  cancer ;  where  all  its  ordinary  func- 
tions are  either  deranged,  perverted,  or  suspended,  and  this  for  a 
long-period  together,  we  do  not  find  that  it  involves  the  system  in 
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any  severer  penalties  than  any  other  equally  important    viscas 
would  do  iinaer  similar  circumstances. 

"  6th.  That  when  its  functional  powers  are  irregularly  and  im- 
perfectly performed^  or  altogether  suspended,  by  some  derange, 
ment  or  power,  if  the  general  health  suffers  from  this  cause,  it  is 
not  because  the  uterus  has  any  superior  power  to  effect  this,  but 
because  one  of  the  links  is  broken,  (and  we  are  willing  to  admit  it 
to  be  an  important  link,)  whereby  the  chain  of  healthy  functions 
is  maintained.  A  similar  condition  of  any  of  the  other  viscera 
would  be  followed  by  the  same  consequences. 

**  ?th.  That  when  the  uterus  is  impregnated,  various  other 
portions  of  the  system  are  deranged,  in  consequence  of  their 
strong  sympathy  with  this  organ ;  but  even  here  the  complaints 
are  not  sui  generis,  for  every  one  of  them  can  be,,  and  have  been 
very  often,  similated  from  other  causes.  The  whole  phenomena  of 
impregnation  are  so  well  understood  as  not  to  require  reciting; 
but  has  not  almost  every  body  witnessed  the  whole  train  of  these 
morbid  sympathies  to  arise  from  very  different  causes  ?"  (P  23.) 

Without  reference  to  opinions  which  have  long  been  aban- 
doned, we  believe  that  no  opposition  will  be  found  to  the  first 
of  the  above  propositions.  In  order  that  the  uterus  should 
exert  a  prejudicial  influence  upon  the  health  of  the  female, 
the  uterus  must  itself  be  in  an  unhealthy  condition.  It  is 
trae  also  that  the  derangement  of  any  other  organ  may  produce 
a  variety  of  general  symptoms,  arising  from  its  sympathetic 
influence  upon  the  constitution,  as  well  as  derangement  of 
the  uterus.  But,  when  the  uterus  is  deranged,  either  in 
fiinction  or  structure,  the  constitutional  effects  are  usually 
very  difierent  from  those  which  arise  from  the  disturbance  of 
any  other  viscus.  The  third  axiom  appears  to  us  to  be  per- 
fectly correct,  and  it  deserves  attention,  inasmuch  as  former 
doctrines  still  maintain  a  partial  influence,  as  it  is  yet  thought 
by  some  practitioners  that  the  menstrual  period  is  one  which 
frec^uently  demands  either  a  complete  alteration,  or  at  least  a 
decided  modification  in  the  treatment  required  for  anv  existing 
disease.  In  brief,  the  author  is  of  opinion  that  the  uterus 
ranks  in  the  first  order  of  viscera;  that  its  health  is  every  way 
important  to  the  general  health  of  the  system ;  but  that  it 
does  not  exert  any  particular  power  over  other  portions  of  the  - 
body  more  than  any  other  important  viscus  would,  under  the 
same  circumstances, — namely,  of  disease.  That  its  influ- 
ence is  greatest  while  performing  or  giving  evidence  of  its 
best  state  of  health, — namely,  during  gestation. 

We  might  perhaps  have  expected,  in  a  systematic  work 
upon  the  Diseases  of  Women,  that,  in  this  introductory 
cnapter,  the  author  would  have  descanted  upon  the  moral 
peculiarities  of  the  female  sex,  which  undoubtedly  have  much 
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influence  in  modifying,  and  perhaps  even  in  prodacing  some 
diseases  which  are  peculiar  to  them.  This  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, however,  is  not  touched  upon. 

The  chapter  on  Menstruation  will  be  consulted  with  ad- 
vantage by  the  student.  It  contains  many  highly  judicious 
remarks,  and  very  satisfactory  refutations  of  different  ridicu- 
lous doctrines  upon  this  supposed  mysterious  subject,  that 
have  at  various  periods  "lived  their  little  day."  We  are 
told  by  very  respectable  authority,  that  impregnation  has 
taken  place  before  the  commencement,  and  after  the  final 
cessation,  of  the  menses.  The  explanation  of  this  apparent 
exception  to  the  general  law,  is  not  difficult.  It  has  been 
taken  for  granted,  that  because  a  coloured  fluid  was  not  ob- 
served, that  the  uterus  had  not  assumed  the  menstrual  action, 
or  did  not  continue  it.  "  Now  it  is  admitted  by  all  practical 
men  who  have  paid  attention  to  this  subject,  to  be  a  fact  of 
BO  very  rare  occurrence  for  the  menstrual  evacuation  to  be 
serous  for  several  periods  before  the  menstrual  blood,  properly 
so  called,  shows  itself,  more  decidedly  to  mark  the  establish- 
ment of  this  process.  This  is  especially  the  case  with  those 
who  have  this  discharge  to  commence  early.  The  error 
is  not  less  liable  to  be  made  in  those  rare  instances  of 
impregnation  after  the  final  cessation  is  supposed  to  have 
taken  place;  for  it  has  been  found  in  several  well-attested 
instances  of  pregnancy  at  advanced  periods  of  life,  that  an 
effort  had  been  made  by  the  system  to  restore  the  catamenial 
flux  by  a  periodical  serous  dischai^e. 

The  seventh  chapter  is  occupied  by  the  consideration  of 
Deranged  Menstruatiofi.  We  find  the  author  thinks  very 
highly  of  the  Tr.  Cantharidis  and  Decoction  of  Madder,  as 
emmenagogues.  Of  the  latter  medicine  we  know  nothing 
from  personal  experience :  we  believe,  however,  that  in  this 
country  the  power  assigned  to  it  by  Dr.  Dewees  is  generally 
doubted.  We  may  remark  also  that  the  most  contradictory 
opinions  have  been  given  respecting  the  effects  of  this  medi- 
cme:  Dr.  Home''^  thought  highly  of  it  in  cases  of  obstructed 
menstruation;  while  Dr.  PABRf  declares  that  it  produced  a 
cure  in  excessive  menstruation,  but  that  in  the  former  disease 
it  effected  no  change  whatever.  Dr.  Cullen  j:  tells  us  that, 
when  given  freely  to  brutes,  the  madder  always  deranges 
them  very  considerably,  and  appears  hurtful  to  the  system. 
— The  former  (viz.  cantharides)  we  have  frequently  given  in 
various  doses,  but  never  with  any  decided  effect,  either  in 
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promoting  the  menstrual  discharge  or  in  correcting  that  of 
leacorrhcBa^  for  which  also  our  author  considers  it  highly 
serviceable. 

In  otir  notice  of  Dr.  Hall's  recent  wwk  upon  Female  Dis- 
eases, we  deprecated  the  popular  plan  of  givin?  *' forcing  me* 
dicines/'  without  reference  to  the  genial  health,  in  every  case 
of  diminished  or  irregular  menstruation.  We  are  happy  to 
find  Dr.  Dewees  coincide  with  this  opinion,  which  is  also 
supported  by  Dr.  Hall.  The  rule  of  our  present  author  is, 
never  to  interfere  unless  there  be  some  evidence  that  the 
health  is  suffering  by  the  absence  of  this  discharge.  If  we 
have  .to  contend  witn  obstinate  and  prejudiced  parents,  it 
may  be  prudent  to  appear  to  do  something  ''  to  bring  down 
the  courses. ''  Our  opposition  to  their  view  of  a  subject, 
conceBung  which  every  woman  fancies  herself  a  very  compe- 
tent judge,  will  be  unavailing  and  injudicious.  By  apparent 
compliance,  we  shall  have  the  opportunity  of  treating  the 
patient  according  to  our  own  opinions. 

When  emmenagogues  are  required.  Dr.  D.  gives  frequently 
the  volatile  tincture  of  guaiacum,  which  he  states  never  to 
have  failed  in  his  hands,  when  given  in  proper  cases.  **  He 
exhibits  it  with  a  confidence  he  attaches  to  no  other  medicine 
fiofT  this  purpose.  This  confidence  is  the  result  of  very  many 
yeara'  experience  of  its  efficacy."  The  mode  of  using  this 
medicine  is  a  teaspoonful  three  times  a*day,  in  a  little  sweet* 
eiwd  milk..    The  dose  must  be  giadually  increased  where  a 

gerseverance  beyond  four  or  five  weeks  becomes  necessary, 
hould  the  medicine  disturb  the  bowels  too  much,  a  few  drops 
of  laudanum  must  be  added  to  each  dose.  Having  hew^ 
that  some  of  hia  brother  practitioners  have  not  been  equally 
successful  in  their  employment  of  the  guaiacum.  Dr.  D.  ob- 


'^  I  think  I  can  readily  account  for  their  failure:  first,  from 
their  not  placing  the  STstem  in  a  proper  situation  for  its  use;  and, 
second,  by  not  properly  persevering  in  the  remedy.  Neglecting 
these  important  poiats,  it  can  readily  be  imagined  that  it  may  not 
succeed ;  for  I  deem  an  attention  to  them  essential  to  its  suecessv 
more  especially  in  those  cases  where  many  months  of  interruption 
have  ej^isted.  I  think  one  of  its  sttperiorities  consists  in  its  cer* 
tainty  in  cases  of  very  long  standing;  and  I  could  readily  furnish 
from  my  note-book  a  number  of  instances  where  it  succeeded  to 
restore  the  menses  af{er  an  interruption  of  from  nine  months  to 
nearly  three  years."  (P.  80.) 

Another  plan,  which  we  believe  originated  with  the  French 
physicians,  has  frequently  been  found  successful  in  this 
country,— namely^  the  injection  of  liquid  ammonia  into  the 
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▼agina.  Dr,  Hqsack  (New-York  Mediod  and  Phyuoal 
Journal,)  has  recorded  a  case  of  ten  years'  standings  which 
he  cured  by  this  means,  after  many  others  had  been  employed 
without  benefit.  He  directed  a  drachm  of  ammonia,  in  a 
pint  of  rain-water,  to  be  thrown  up  the  vagina  three  times 
a-day«    The  cure  was  effected  in  three  weeks. 

In  cases  of  dysmenorrhoea,  Dr.  D.  recommends  camphor 
in  scruple  doses ;  or  even  larger  quantities,  if  the  sufferings 
of  the  patient  are  not  relieved.  We  have  frequently  given 
this  meidicine  in  such  cases  in  our  own  practice,  and 
generally  with  deeided  advantage,  even  after  the  unsuc- 
cessful administration  of  opium,  belladonna,  8cc.  &c.  It 
has  always,  however,  been  our  custom  to  employ  the  warm 
bath  at  tne  same  time.  The  Secale  Oornutum  has  not  been 
very  serviceable  in  the  hands  of  our  author  in  dysmenorrhcea, 
although  it  has  been  strongly  recommended  by  some  of  his 
countrymen.  Hie  radical  treatment  of  this  distressing  dis* 
ease  may  be  confided  to  the  volatile  Tincture  of  Gnaiacum, 
paying  the  same  regard  to  the  state  of  the  system  as  is  ad- 
vised when  it  is  given  in  suppressed  menstruation. 

Dr.  Dewees  has  seen  a  few  cases  where  there  was  verv'pain- 
t(A  menstruation  without  the  formation,  or  at  least  the  dis- 
charge, of  the  membranous  isubstance  which  is  generally  found 
in  this  disease.     We  believe  such  instances  are  rare. 

*'  Does  this  disease  reside  in  the  ovaria,  or  in  the  secreting  sur- 
face of  the  uterus  ?  I  believe  in  the  latter ;  and  that  its  being 
unfavourable  to  impregnation  is  not  owing  to  any  influence  it  may 
exert  upon  tha  ovaria,  (for  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  ova  have 
been  impregnated,  but,  not  finding  the  uterus  in  a  condition  to 
receive  them,  have  perished,)  but  to  either  the  non  or  the  imperfect 
fotmatton  ef  the  decidua.  I  believe  the  same  surface  farnishes 
botlh  the  menstrual  secretion  and  the  efior^scence  called  the  de- 
oidiia:  it  would  seem  Uaen  to  follow,  if  it  performed  the  first  of 
<ihese  offices  imperfectly,  k  would  alsoCfae  hitter,  and.oottseqaently 
ihe  ovma  would  perish  for  want  of  a  projper  nidus. 

^'Tfais  optuioo  is  strengthened  by  the  facts,  that,  so  soon  as  this 
wrong  action  is  changed,  the  woman  is  instantly  capable  of  being 
impregnated,— or,  in  other  words,  fecundaition  becomes  success- 
ful; and  also,  by  the  influence  of  camphor,  a  temporary  change  is 
induced  in  the  secerning  vessels  of  the  uterus^  and  the  formation 
of  membrane  is  prevented.  Were  it  necessary,  I  could  illustrate 
both  of  these  positions  by  very  many  cases,  but  I  shall  confine 
myself  to  one  of  the  former,  as  it  is  the  most  remarkable  I  have 
met  with, 

'*  In  1791)  I  was  applied  to  by  a  lady  who  had- always  suffered 
at  her  menstrual  periods,  and  who  at  such-  times  discharged  a 
number  of  membranous  portions.    She  had  been  married  nineteen 
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years  wtthoat  being  impregnated.  After  due  preparation >  ibr  she 
was  very  pletboric,  I  put  her  upon  the  use  of  the  tincture  of 
guaiacum :  in  this  she  persevered  for  three  months.  The  first 
period  after  she  commenced  the  use  of  this  medicine  was  one  of 
prodigious  severity,  so  much  so  as  to  malce  her  resolve  to  abandon 
It.  I,  however,  persuaded  her  to  persevere :  the  next  period  was 
better,  and  the  one  after  was  without  pain.  She  conceived  imme- 
diately after,  and  was  delivered  in  due  time  of  a  fine  girl.  She 
took  twenty-four  ounces  of  the  tincture.  (P.  91,) 

In  reference  to  this  disease^  we  may  observe,  that  where 
mucous  membranes  labour  under  a  certain  jdegree  of  irritation, 
a  portion  of  lymph  is  often  thrown  forth  with  th«  morbid 
secretion  that  takes  place  on  the  surface,  and  the  result  is 
the  formation  of  a  new  membrane,  or  membrane*like  sub- 
stance, which  lines  the  cavity  to  a  greater  or  less  extent. 
The  nature  of  this  substance  is  regulated  by  that  of  the 
organ  in  which  it  takes  place.*  A  case  has  been  related 
by  Dr.  RobertsoNjI-  m  which  the  protrusive  agony  was  so 
severe  during  the  efforts  to  expel  this  adventitious  membrane, 
that  retroversion  pf  the  uterus  took  place. 

We  perfectly  agree  with  the  author  that  women  are  not 
more  obnoxious  to  disease  at  the  period  of  the  decline  of  the 
menses,  than  at  any  other  part  oi  their  existence.  The  po- 
pular prejudice  upon  this  subject  is  well  known,  and  perhaps 
even  some  members  of  the  profession  may  differ  from  the 
opinion  we  support.  Coincidences  in  the  human  system  are 
common,  and  are  frequently  mistaken  for  cause  and  effect: 
hence  the  cessation  of  the  menstrual  discharge,  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  schirrus  and  cancer,  are  considered  as  cause  and 
efiect. 

Passing  over  the  chapters  upon  Menorrhagia,  the  Diseases 
of  Pregnancy  f  and  Displacements  of  the  Uterus,  which  the 
student  will  however  peruse  with  much  advantage,  we  come 
to  the  subject  of  Leucorrhoea,  in  the  treatment  of  which  so 
much  difficulty  is  frequently  experienced.  It  is  very  true  that 
this  disease  is  ranked  by  many  among  the  opprobria  medico^ 
rum.  A  variety  of  causes  may  dispose  the  uterus  and  vagina  to 
take  on  the  leucorrhoeal  action,  but  the  production  of  the 
complaint  requires  an  immediate  exciting  cause,  and  that 
cause  must  be  of  an  irritating  kind.  Dr.  Dewees  divides 
this  disease  into — first,  the  leucorrhcea  of  direct  irritation ; 
second^  the  leucorrhoea  of  indirect  irritation  ^  third,  the  leu- 
corrhcea of  habit. 

•  GoOD*8  study  of  Medicine,  vol.  v.  p.  49. 
t  Edinbargh  Med.  and  Snrg.  Journal,  No.  75. 
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<<  Under  the  iirit  head,  or  the  leucorrhcea  of  direct  irritation, 
we  would  consider  all  such  instances  of  this  discharge  as  follow 
an  actife  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus  or 
vi^na,  and  produced  by  some  local  caiise^  as  laborious  parturi- 
tion, application  of  instruments,  eicess  of  yenery,  irritating  anb* 
stances  ^applied  to  the  surface  of  the  vagina,  extraneous  bodies 
introduced  into  it,  a  prolapsed  uterus,  tumors  within  the  vagina, 
injections  of  too  stimulating  a  kind,  or  from  the  simple  inflamma* 
tion  of  the  parts;  for  any  portion  of  the  body  is  liable  to  such 
attacks,  without  our  being  able  to  determine  why  this  or  that  part 
has  been  selected.  We  have  known,  in  a  number  of  instances,  a 
lencorrhoea  to  follow  a  lingering  or  tedious  labour,  both  where  in- 
struments were  used  and  where  they  were  not,  &c. 

*^  Under  the  second  head,  or  the  leucorrhce^  of  remote  or  indi- 
rect irritation,  we  would  range  all  such  instances  in  which  the 
ragina  sympathises  with  some  other  portions  of  the  body, — as  with 
the  uterus  during  pregnancy,  or  with  it  in  long-obstructed  menses, 
producing  or  becoming  what  is  called  chlorosis ;  with  it  when  the 
menstrual  action  is  about  to  furnish  the  catamenial  discharge,  or 
after  that  action  has  just  ceased.  With  the  rectum,  when  subject 
to  hemorrhoids,  or  when  irritated  by  ascarides ;  with  the  gums,  as 
in  early  dentition;  with  the  stomach,  when  dyspeptic,  &c. 

**  Under  the  third,  or  leucorrhoea  of  habit,  we  would  enumerate 
thosle  instances  of  this  discharge  which  continue  after  the  active  or 
inflammatory  condition  of  the  parts  has  ceased,  as  after  syphihs  or 
gonorrhoea  has  been  cured,  a  prolapsed  uterus  restored,  or  a  tumor 
removed,  which  may  remaih  after  the  inflammation  in  the  two 
former  species  have  ceased,  and  the  discharge  become  analogous 
to  the  gleet  of  the  male.  Almost  every  part  of  the  body  which  is 
susceptible  of  action  may  have  it  to  continue  after  it  has  been  once 
excited,  though  the  exciting  cause  be  removed :  in  the  nervous 
and  muscular  systems  we  witness  it,  as  in  chorea,  whooping- 
cough,  &c. ;  in  the  vascular  and  glandular  systems,  as  in  the  con- 
tinuance of  spitting,  after  the  action  of  m'ercury  has  ceased ;  in 
the  membranes  and  vascular  systems ;  the  discharge  of  mucus 
after  dysentery ;  and,  agreeably  to  Mr.  Hunter,  as  in  the  gleet 
after  gonorrhoea.  He  mstinguishes  the  condition  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  urethra  in  gonorrhoea,  and  in  gleet,  in  the  foilow- 
ibg  manner : — '  The  venereal  inflammation  is  of  such  a  nature  as 
to  go  off  of  itself,  or  to  wear  itself  out;  or,  in  other  words,  it  is 
such  an  action  of  the  living  powers  as  can  subsist  but  a  given  time. 
But  this  is  not  the  case  with  a  ^leet,  which  seems  to  take  its  rise 
from  a  habit  of  action  which  the  parts  have  contracted,  and,  as 
they  have  no  disposition  to  lay  aside  this  action,  it  of  course  is 
contmued ;  for  we  find  in  those  gonorrhoeas  which  last  long,  and 
are  tedious  in  their  cure,  that  this  habit  is  more  rooted  than  in 
those  which  go  off  soon,"—  Treatise  on  the  Ven,  Dis.  art.  Gleet. 
(P.  226.) 

No.  S44.^iVo.  16,  New  Stries.  2  X 
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We  perfectly  coincide  with  the  author  in  the  opinion  that 
fluor  mbus  has  its  seat  for  the  most  part  in  the  Vagina,  and 
that  it  is  almost  always  local;  but^  from  the  excess  of  quan- 
tity, or  peculiarity  in  the  quality  of  the  discharge,  the  system 
fiiometimes  become&i  involved.*  - 

•  The  treatment  of  leuconlioea  should  be  cbinmehced  by  di- 
recting that  the  parts  be  regularty  washed  witfi  warm  water 
three  or  four  times  a-day •  If  the  patient  is  plethoric,  the 
author  purges  her  freely,  confines  her  to  milk  and  vegetable 
diet,  and  sometimes  orders  her  to  lose  blood.  "The  tincture  of 
cantharidesis  then  given  in  thirty-drop  doses  three  timesa-day, 
increasing  the  dose  every  third  day,  nve  drops  at  a  time,  until 
strangury  is  produced,  unless  the  disease  is  previously  arrested. 
Our  want  of  success  in  the  application  of  this  remedy  may 
probably  have  arisen  from  the  weakness  of  the  preparation 
employed.  The  tincture  Dr.  D.  employs  is  "  fifty  per  cent, 
stronger  than  the  ordinary  tincture  or  the  shops.  *'  Astringent 
injections  are  employed  as  soon  as  a  change  is  observed  in  the 
discharge,  *'  by  its  becoming  thinner  and  more  abundant,  but 
never  until  then.  The  best  kinds  of  astringent  injections  are 
the  acetate  of  zinc,  in  the  proportion  of  five  or  six  grains  tp 
the  ounce  of  water,  or  the  sulphate  of  copper  in  solution,  in 
the  proportion  of  a  scruple  to  half  a  drachm  in  eight  ounces 
of  water :  either  of  these  may  be  employed  three  times  a-day, 
taking  care  to  wash  out  the  vagina  wiui  soap  and  water  prei 
viousty."  (P.  240.)  Without  tne  utmost  attention  to  clean- 
liness, relief  must  not  be  expected  even  from  the  iQost  judi- 
cious plan  of  treatment. 

Dr.  Dewees  states  that  he  has  never  seen  an  instance^of 
the  first  stage  of  this  complaint  being  attended  by  such  a 
degree  of  debility,  as  would  recjuire  either  tonics  or  animal 
diet  fi)r  its  relief.  Upon  tliis  point  he  is  at  issue  with  Mr. 
Clakkb. 

The  second  and  third  stages  of  the  disease  are  but  s^gra- 
vated  degi'ees  of  the  first,  and  consequently  the  duty^  to  be 
performed  by  the  physician  is  yet  more  difficult.  Dr.  Dewees 
does  not  coincide  with  the  opinion  that  it  is  hazardous  to. 
stop  this  complaint;  nor  have  any  circumstances  fallen  under 
our  own  notice  which  would  induce  us  to  believe  it  is  well 
founded.  It  must  be  remembered  that  we  rarely,  if  ever,  caa 
arrest  the  discharge  suddenly.  The  system^  Uierefbi^,  be* 
comes  prepared  for  the  change.     The  balsam  of  copaiba  has 

*  Some  cases  have  oecnrred  in  the  practice  of  the  Reviewer,  which  induce 
him  to  believe  that  secondary  ayniptonf ,  resembliiiff  those  which  are  conM- 
quent  upon  syphilis,  sometimes  arise  from  loDg-contiotted  flnor  alhus^  par« 
ticolarly  in  negligent  and  uncleanly  women. 
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Occasionally  been  found  useful  when  other  remedies  have 
failed. 

We  believe,  with  Dr.  Dewees,  ths^t,  at  the  commencement 
of  le'ncorrhcea,  there  is  usually  c^ufficient  evidence  either  of 
inflammation  of  the  neck  of  the  womb  or  of  the  mucous  lin- 
ing; of  the  vagii^a^  and  that  consequently  an  antiphlogbtic  plan 
wiflbe  demanded.  But  it  rarely  happens  that  the  practitioner  i& 
consulted  until  the  disease  has  subsisted  for  a  considerable  pe- 
riod. He  will  frequently  find  his  patient  much  debilitated  by  its 
continuance,  aad  without  any  local  or  general  symptoms  that 
would  contraindicate  the  immediate  use  of  nourishing  diet 
and  tonic  remedies.  Without  any  wish,  therefore,  to  coim- 
tenance  the  inconsiderate  and  empirical  practice  of  always 
having  recourse  to  the  stimulating  plan,  from  the  vague  no- 
tion of  some  original  local  weakness,  we  believe  that  it  will 
frequently  be  employed  with  advantage. 

Puerperal  Fever, — In  the  account  given  of  this  disease, 
the  author  confines  himself  to  that  inflammation  of  the  peri- 
toneum which  succeeds  delivery.  He  is  of  opinion  that  "  this 
will  embrace  the  low  malignant  fever  of  lying-in  women,  as 
detailed  by  Dr.  Clarke,  as  well  as  the  disease  described  by 
Hiilme,  Kirkland,  Leake,  Denman,  Gordon,  Armstrong,  Hey, 
&c.  It  is  true  that  several  of  these  include  in  their  accounts 
what  they  term  an  inflammation  of  the  uterus,— as  Hey  and 
Denman;  yet  the  simple  inflammation  of  the  uterus  is  a  very 
different  disease  from  puerperal  fever;  so  much  so,  in  our 
opinion,  that  they  should  never  be  confounded,  and  for  this 
reason  we  have  given  them  a  separate  consideration,"  (P.370») 

We  have  ourselves  heard  much  of  the  distinction  between 
peritoneal  inflammation  an^  puerperal  fever,  and  we  have 
earnestly  sought  information  upon  the  subject  from  the  most 
respectable  authorities  who  maintain  that  such  a  distinction 
does  exist.  But  we  have  not  succeeded.  No  diagnostic 
marks  have  ever  been  described  to  us,  or  pointed  out  in  prac- 
tice, which  we  conceive  establishes  a  difference  between  these 
two  diseases.  The  different  descriptions  of  the  disease  which 
.  have  been  given  by  different  authorities  must  not  be  too 
hastfly  presumed  to  demonstrate  a  real  distinction.  They 
arise  from  the  disease  having  been  witnessed  and  described 
in  its  various  stages.  He  who  has  seen  the  disease  in  its  first 
stage  has  not  hesitated  to  tissert  its  inflammatory  nature; . 
while  he  who  has  been  called  in  at^  the  decline  of  the  malady 
has  lost  sight  of  its  essential  character,  and  has  applied  the 
terms  putrid,  typhoid,  low  malignant  fever,  &c.  and  has 
shaped  his  doctrines  and  his  practice  accordingly. 

"  We  are  told  that  it  is  oi  the  utmost  consequence  to  the 
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cure  of  this  diseai^e^  that  we  distinguiBh  between  the  true  inflam- 
matory and  the  putrid  puerperal  fever.  This  would  be  most 
true  and  important*  did  sucn  a  difierenee  ideally  exist.  But 
the  distinction  attempted  has  been  based,*  we  believe,  upon 
the  violence  of  the  complaint,  dft  different  times,  and  under 
different  circumstances,  rather  than  upon  any  essentia^  dif- 
ference in  the  absolute  nature  of  the  disease."  Dr.  D^we^ 
passes  in  review  the  leadipg  doctrines  of  most  British  writers 
upon  the  subject  of  the  puerperal  fever,  and  does  not  materia 
ally  differ  from  the  opinions  now  generally  entertained  by  us, 
either  with  respect  to  the  nature  or  treatment  of  the  disefise. 

Milk  Abscess  is  frequently  a  source  of  much  suffering  to 
the  patient,  and  great  perplexity  to  the  practitioner.  Dr. 
JDewees  says,  he  "has  never  found  any  application  so  suc- 
cessful in  the  very  early  stage  of  this  disease  as  the  frequent 
application  of  warm  vinegar  to  the  part.  Its  efficacy  appears 
to  us  so  certain,  when  sufficiently  soon  employed,  that  we 
need  not  in  many  instances  look  for  any  other  remedy*  It  is 
particularly  prompt  in  that  condition  of  the  breasts  in  which 
a  want  of  proper  drawing  leaves  them,  or  where  they  become 
suddenly  and  painfully  distended  by  the  sudden  seoretion  of 
milk,  but  which  cannot  be  extracted  with  ease,  or  in  suffi- 
cient quantity,  either  from  a  defect  in  the  nipples,  or  in  the 
external  or  inferior  extremities  of  the  tubuli  lactiferi*".(P. 
463.)  The  vinegar  should  be  employed  very  perseveringly 
for  at  least  twenty- four  hours.  If  the  pain  and  intumescence 
be  not  then  abated,  leeches  should  be  applied  in  sufficient 
number  to  abstract  from  ten  to  twelve  ounces  of  blood.  We 
are  to  persevere  in  the  leeching  until  we  cannot  hope  to  pre- 
vent suppuration. 

.  "  When  this  happens,  let  it  be  remembered  we  are  not  to  pro- 
p?ote  the  tendency  to  sappuration  by  poulticing,  &c.  for  this  only 
increases  the  pending  mischief  by  the  formation  of  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  pus,  and  the  consequent  destruction  of  a  greater  quantity 
of  the  substance  of  the  breast,  by  which  its  future  usefulness  may 
be  entirely  destroyed.  It  should  therefore  be  a  never-failing  rule 
to  treat  a  mammary  inflammafion  as  if  it  would  not  suppurate. 

*•  From  the  period  in  which  we  look  with  certainty  for  the  breast 
to  suppurate,  to  the  time  at  which  this  takes  place,  some  saturnine 
application  should  be  employed  steadily.  We  are  in  the  habit  of 
using  the  following  liniment  for  this  purpose,  and  we  think  with 
advalntage:— R.  01.  Olivar.  Opt.  Jij.;  Liq.   Plumbi  sub  acetatis, 

*  i^i^u  "H^®  aflfectation  to  dfeny  that  we  understand  the  meaniDg  of  the 
n?K  4«  1  u  ^?'.' . "  i^  »  *»ere  employed.  The  ooly  meaning,  however.,  of  th6 
verb"toba8e"litoemba8e— tode^ade.-R.      ^  ^' 
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5J.;  aether.  Vitriol.  j;jj. ,   Tincl.  Thebaic,  jj.  M.     A  rag  tQ  be 

moistened  with  this  hnimeDt,  and  applied  to  the  part  frequently. 

^*  Dr.  Clarkef  speaks  highly  of  Uie  following  farmulat  &r  tne 
same  purpose : — R.  Cerussa  Acetata  jj.  5  Acetum  Distil.  Jij*  f. 
sol.  adde  Sp.  Vin.  rect  |j. ;  Aq.  Distil.  J  v.  M.  This  is  to  be  ap- 
plied constantly  to  the  breast,  cold,  by  means  of  a  piece  of  lin^n. 
By  this  pl^n  we  prevent  the  formation  of  an  oyer  quantity  of  pus| 
we  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  external  covering  of  part;  ^nd  we 
prevent  an  (Bdema,  almost  certainly.  (P.  464.) 

Of  the  application  of  vinegar  in  the  manner  recommended 
by  our  author,  we  know  nothing  from  our  own  experience. 
We  have  usually  employed  a  tepid  spirituoua  lotion^  We 
shall  certainly  take  an  opportunity  of  adopting  the  remedy  he 
so  strongly  recommend«.  We  know  not  how  tractable  the 
American  ladies  may  be  to  the  advice  of  their  physicians^  but 
we  confess  we  have  had  much  difficulty  in  overcoming  the 
popular  partiality  for  the  constant  application  of  hot  poultices 
m  the  treatment  of  milk  abscess,  although  in  most  cases  their 
continued  employment  is  decidedly  injurious.  If  matter 
forms,  the  breast  must  be  treated  upon  common  principles. 

^*  After  the  healing  of  this  abscess,  a  considerable  hardness  re- 
mains in  the  breaUt,  which  will  require  a  long  time  for  its  absorp- 
tion  i  this  creates  a  good  deal  of  uneasiness  in  the  patient,  lest  it 
be  a  sdrrhns.  On '  this  point  her  fears  may  be  composed,  as  the 
tnmoi  which  remains  will  eventually  be  taken  up  by  the  absorbents, 
as  it  is  nothing  but  coagulated  lymph;  but  this  may  be  promoted 
by  keeping  the  part  warmly  covered,  or  by  the  repeated  application 
of  vinegar.  If  this  occur  in  winter,  apiece  of  rabbit-skin  may  be 
used,  with  the  furred  side  next  to  the  breast ;  if  in  summer,  a 
piece  of  fine  flannel  will  answer  very  well :  or  the  part  may  be 
nibbed  twice  a-day  with  opodeldoc."  (P.  467.) 

The  volume  concludes  with  a  chapter  on  Hysteria;  in- 
which,  however,  we  find  nothing  of  sufficient  novelty  to 
require  any  comment. 

We  have  upon  several  occasions  offered  our  mite  of  praise 
to  the  talents  of  Dr.  Dewees :  the  work  we  have  just  noticed 
affords  an  additional  proof  of  his  practical  experience  and  dis- 
ciimination. 


Das  Saugader system  der  Wirbelthiere.  Von  Vincekz  Fohmann. 
Erstes  Heft.  Das  Sajigadersystent  der  Fische,  Mit  18  Stein- 
drucktafeln. — Fol.  pp.  46,— -Heidelberg  und  Leipzig,  15*27. 

This  is  the  first  part  of  a  work  on  the  Natural  History  of  the 
Absorbent  System  in  the  Vertebralia,  by  Professor  Fohmann, 
recently  of  Heidelberg,  now  of  the  University  of,  Liege. 
It  treats  of  the  absorbent  system  in  Fishes,  and  is  adorned 
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with  beautiful  litfao^phic  plates;  the  e^ccirid 'part  will 
coDtaiii  that  of  Reptiles;  the  third, that  of  Birds;  and  the 
fourth,  that  of  the  Mamibalia  and  Man. 

The  attention  of  the  author  has  been  for' a  considerable 
time  directed  to  this  part  of  anatomy.  Six  years  ago  he  pub- 
lished an  account*  bi  some  researches  he  had  made  oa  the 
commiinication  between  the  absorbents  tihd  veins.  Since  that 
time  he  has  steadily  prosecuted  the"  subject ;  all  who  havQ 
had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  anatomical  collection  ai 
Heidelberg,  and  seeing  the  beatrtifal  preparations  of  injected, 
absorbents  (lacteafs  and  lyttiphatics)  whi(^h  it  contdins,  must 
know  the  zeal  displayed  by  Professor  Fohmann  in  the  pur- 
suit of  his  object.  We  may  mention  that  he  made  a  jquri^ey 
into  Holland  for  the  special  purpbse  of  obtaining  more  ample 
opportunities  of  investigating  the  anatomical  disposition  of 
the  absorbent  system  in  the  class  of  animals,  the  account  of 
which  is  now  given  to  the  public. 

Whilst  the  osseous,  Ihe  nervous,  the  respiratory,  and  the' 
vascular,  systems  have  been  examined  with  great  care,  iii  an 
extensive  series  of  animals^  the  absorbent  system,  compre- 
hending under  this  name  the  lacteals  and  lymphatics,  has 
been  almost  disregarded  by  comparative  anatomists.  With 
the  exception  of  some  imperfect  descriptions  of  these  vessels 
in  a  few  of  the  mammalia  and  in  the  turtle,  our  knowledge  of 
the  abs<^bents  in  the  three  lower  classes  of  animals,' 
birds,  reptiles,  and  fishes,  has  remained  precisely  as  it  waJs 
given  to  us  by  the  discoverers  of  this  system  in  these  three , 
classes,  Monro  and  Hbwson,  more  than  half  a  century 
ago.  Blumbnbach,  in  his  Manual  of  Comparative  Ana- 
tomy, merely  repeats  whiit  they  have  said ;  Cuvieb  does  the 
same,  and  candidly  owns  that  he  has  made  no  addition  to 
this  part  of  comparative  anatomy.  '*  Nous  ne  pourrons  en 
donner»  au  reste,  qu'une  anatomie  comparfee  fort  succincte, 
et  en  grande  partie  emprunt^e  de  nos  pr6d6cesseurs,  parce 

aue  nous  n'avons  fait,  par  nous  m^mes,  qu'un  petit  nombre 
e  recherches  sur  cette  branche de  la  science.''  (vol.  iv.  p.  93, 
jD«  Vaisseaux  et  des  Glandes  Lymphatiques, ) 

The  discovery  of  absorbents  in  the  three  classes  of  animals 
above  mentioned  excited  much  attention  at  the  time,  and  a  very 
warm  controversy  between  the  two  celebrated  individuals 
who  respectively  claimfcd  the  merit  of  it.  The  controversy, 
however,  seems  to  have  excited  more  interest  than  the  subject 
of  discovery ;  for,  instead  of  its  beitag  followed  up  by  the 

*  Dr.  V.  Fohmann^  Anatomiscbe  Untersuchungeii  iiber  die  VerbiiKling 
derSaiigad«m  Mit  deo  venen;  tnit  eincr  vorrede  Von  Friua.  Tiedemamh.— 
8vo.  I  Hfidelbeig,  1821. 
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investig£^tipns  of.  succeeding  anatomista  into  tH'e  anaiomical 
digffK>sition  af>ti^  abaorhenf  Bystem  in  other  animals  than 
itose  in  which  its  presence  bacVbeea  aaeertained  and  desoribed 
by;  Monrq  apd  Hewi^jSO  entirely  did.  the  interest  cease  and 
the  matter  fall  into  abeyance^  that  a  physiologist  of  the  ftre<« 
sent  day  has  raised  a  que&tion  whether  there  waa  any  truth 
in  the  discovery  at  all.  M.  Maqenoie  has  presumed  ta 
state  it  as  his  opiniont  '\tbat»  although  all  anatomists  sioee 
Hewson  and  Monro  have  acknowledged  that  birds,:  reptiles, 
and  fishes  have  a  cbyliferoue  apparatus,  yet  he^ubts  it;  and 
that,  ref(^rring  to  his  own  disaeotions,  he  should  aay  that  the 
mammdia  and  spme  veptiles  .alone  hove  a  chyliferous  appara^ 
tus,  and  possess  chyle*" 

To  discover  and  to  inject  the  absorbents  in  fishes,  al^  not 
matters  of  immediate  facility  to  those  not  familiar  with  the 
subject :  it  requires  great  perseverance,  considerable  practice, 
and  some  manual  dexterity,  to  accomplish  these  objects.  We 
do  not  enter  into  the  nature  of  the  difficulties,  nor  the  means 
of  overcomiDgthem;  but  we  may  mention  that,  although  our 
author  was  not  long  in  making  himself  acquainted  with  the 
absorbents  of  reptiles  and  birds,  yet  for  some  time  he  was  not 
so  fortunate  with  regard  to  fishes*  It  was  in  vain  that  he 
attempted  to  discover  them  in  the  animals  of  the  class  which 
inhabit  the  rivers  in  the  vicinity  of  Heidelberg,  the  Rhine, 
and  the  Necker.  To  attain  his  object,  he  found  it  necessary 
to  go  to  the  sea-coasty  in  order  to  make  the  attempt  on 
fishes  of  larger  size.  For  this  purpose  he  went  to 
Leyden,  where  he  was  kindly  accommodated  with  a  room 
in  the  Zoological  Museum,  by  Dr.  Temminok,  to  whom,  with 
Dr.  Boi£,  he  expresses  himself  grateful  for  the  assistance 
they  afforded  him  in  his  pursuits.  The  first  animal  he  re- 
ceived was  an  individual  of  the  species  Silurus  Glanis,  and 
in  which  he  had  succeeded  in  injecting  the  arteries,  veins, 
and  absorbents.  He  then  with  less  difficulty  discovered  the 
absorbents  in  the  torpedo*  and  soon  succeeded  in  recognising 
and  injecting  the  small  absorbents  of  the  turbot.  Having 
thus  acquired  some  familiarity  with  the  subject,  he  did  not 
^  abandon  the  hope  of  being  able  to  discover  the  same  vessels 
in  those  species  of  fish  in  which  he  had  previously  so  long 
sought  for  them  in  vain  ;  and;  although  even  now  he  was  not 
invariably,  successful  on  the  first  attempt,  yet,  after  repeated 
trials,  he  succeeded  in. inflating  some  twigs  or  branches,  and 
thus  paved  the  way,  from  the  want. of  valves  in  the  absor- 
bents of  fishes,  for  their  further  successful  injection. 

How  much  these  patient*  labours,  for  labour  it  must  be 
considered,  of  the  German  anatomist  may  be  adapted  to  the 


peAaM  ttdfflit  of  dtieatitfdiWt.  ft^M&«a¥ft'Ml*«edtq«waeii 
clatitlbn  of  the-  lAlter;' -W*  e'JttWtrt  IWlft' m  ii(ifWlu<ft#jp 
tfhaptet  of  th6  fbmer  thifi^  ftJllWdttg'  p«E«lgtftt>k  »ifl-  reWtfeJf 

JA  j{  J      ■    ■■     "       '      -  -:'    fc    •"   ■    >1  •  ?  7    ii      <••)!     Mj?    i.;,£;  vjli.'l 

"  How  erroneous  IS  the  assertion  6T  Magen^ie,  that  the'abi^6V-' 
bents  are  cOBfined/to.  the  superior  classes  o(  v6rtebrklia,  f'BX^^ 
fiilly  convinced  myself.  Nbt  only  ha^e  I  seen  inSi  6xatt)itied  Infese 
tfesfeels  In  the'  animals  Ih  Vhifeh  ftei^  Jires^nce  had  beeii 'ftst*^^' 
tefncd  and  ddcfiptions ^vfehtirthefti^by  Mo«to'«teA  H0#^M,^l^' 

I  ftaTediscpveredtfaem4ninftnyO(hek^ orders  ^RMJt'dpMi^;!^  ^i<^^ 
^tr  exEstemce  had  merely  beete  ^sutned' «» t>Mtabte^'  lb«^t orcrtr 
peatediy  iilled  the  blGkMl'^irediel&iQ  mdividintoafflteiMis'QidBrfir  d0 
iiibe%'  iimpbibite,  aodbbdsy  with  coloured,  m^mht^*- a^^af^i 
thftiq«flt  BttGcessful  iii|e€tioti8  of  tboiurt^rios  aii4  yejps^.vhf^.  stii/^ 
Qvecy  wkere  sei9ataod.othi^r  y^e^ela^  bavii^  al4  the  <^h^r{^^t$iff  ^^ 

qontaining  ch^le.    The  number  of  these  vessela  pvi  the  Pf^^s,^ 
digestion    is  innumer^le,   they  .  envelope    them;  W.  all  JsiJes,^ 
anjdf  usually  form  superficial  and  deep-se,atea. plexuses 'yhicVm 
(he  difierent  classes  and  orders  are  diner^ritly  arranged:  ^*(Pl  ^'ft ' 

The  juidividuakof  tl^e  class  of  Fishes  whpse  a]^^orh^^i(^;i, 
l^e^Q  dWcsribed  and .  repi:eseiUe4  by  Moiyo,  .fu-^  ili/^^,§i,atl^rt 
ha<ib(iock*  <?o4«  and  fialn8ix>Q.  Hews^njiaa:giyje);^.^4^rj^ptJio^l 
qf  tbe^bsorl^entSfof  the  haddock,  ^p^^.wHen  h§  pc^es^J^j 

and  the  skate.  .  Prpfessor,  FohmfLnn  ha^  ^^.e^^gjceatly/tpi 
thiaiJist,  and  has  ,exaaiined  thje  sv^biect  with  iiqLf)r^ac9jar^jj^ 
His  descriptions  are  taken,  and  conclusions  drawn^  froip.  plkv 
s^irations  qa  those  of  the  torpedo^  ^he  sefi-dpg»,the  e^  !^d 
saaree),  the  pike,  the  silurus  glanis«  the  s^-wolf  pr:  se^> 
cat,  the  turbot,,.  the  cod,  the  burbot,  the  SyaljO^oi^, .jM^d^.j^ 
lophius  piscatoriu^.  The  engravlng;s  -whicn^  ^e  aa^  g/,ypffi  f^J^ 
from  drawings  of  those  of  the  torpfdo  marnaoritaj  rpw^^  ^h\ 
the  pite,  tl^  silurus  glanis,  (.he  turoot,  the  $ea-VYplf|  tiij^..co(^y, 
^n4  the  sali»on  ^  they  ax^  beautiful  rep^eaent^tip^^\  ^f  ^}^^\ 
arrangemjpnt  9Jxd  disposition  of  the  fLb30rbent  vessels  mihesi^ 
aniff^al$^  more  espeoialiy  those  of  the  organs  of  digestion.. ^i 
th^y  have  a.chaiacter  of  truth  about  them  yvhicl^  renaJ^ecj.. 
unqecessaty  the  ponfirmajtioQ  of  a  friend  whp  has  seen  thp. 
prepgxatiops  from  which  the  drawings  were  takep,  ttat  they^ 
are  faithful  and  accurate  representations  of  nature.  The  au- 
thor does  not  pretend  that  his,  publication  is  ixi  any  way  t9  ho^ 
regarded  a^  a  complete  work  on  thes^bject^  seeing,. ijf  treats 
of  the  ahsorbents  m  but  a  sjnall  number  of  fishes,  yet.^e  Jias, 
exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  pf  his  ^opportunities  ^  ^4,.  If  ,?ye. 
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hrk^  th«  iodindoab  abone  mentioned  into  aystematic  ar- 
mogemeol,  v»  ahstU  find  that  the  genera  Raia,  ^ualus,  Mu* 
Tomm,  l^Kp  Pleunoreclee,  Silurus,  Anorrhiobag,  Gkdu», 
Sabno,  and  Lophiuat  ooostitute  a  consideFable  mimber  c^ 
(H'ders  and  species  in  which  the  absorbents  have  been  exa-^ 
luined^  and. in  which  we  find  them  differing  almost  as  much 
from  each  other  as  the  species  of  this  class  of  animals  differ. 

We  cannot  enter  into  a  full  account  of  M.  Fohniann's  re- 
S6arohes»  but  there  are  one  or  two  points  to  which  we  shall 
venture  io  call  attention.  lu  the  first  place,  then,  with  regard 
to  the  termination, — or  we  sliiould  rather  say^  the  commence* 
ment,-*^of  the  absorbents*  he  is  %t  variance  with  Monro  and 
Hewson,  who  alatn  diat  it  ia  by  open  mouths ;  and;  after  giv« 
ing  good  gioands  for  doubting  the  aoouracy  of  the  observa- 
ticms  of  the  former,  aad  showing  the  fa)lady  of  the  esperi* 
ments  of  the  latter,  he  states  that  he  never  could  disoovei^ 
open  mouths  in  tb^  absorbents  of  the  torpedo  and  sea^wolf,  in 
whom  those  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestinal  canal 
can  be  soen  and  accurately  examined  by  the  naked  eye  ;  and 
a^  little  could  be  find  them  in  those  of  other  species  of  this 
class  of  animals*  He  states  that  these  vessels  in  fishes  inva- 
riably terminate  in  blind  extremities,  en  eut  de  $iic,  at  this 
place  constituting  tubes  Of  greater  diatpieter  than  they  do  a 
little  fUrtber  from  their  commencement, — i,  e*  in  their  course 
towards  the  centre  of  circulation  ;  and  that,  in  most  parts  of 
the  bod^,  they  here  represent  pouches  or  dilatations,  which 
have  an  internal  smootn  surface,  and  an  external  one  having 
more  or  less  reaemblance  to  the  appearance  of  cellular  sub- 
stance. 

As  regjstrds  the  fluid  correepohding  to  that  which  we  afcr 
accustomed  to  find  in  the  absorbents  of  the  digestive  organs 
of  the  mammalia,  during  the  process  of  chyhfication.  Professor 
Fohmann  states  that,  although  he  hds  directed  his  attention 
particularly  to  this  point,  he  has  not  often  met  with  it  in  fishes, 
probably  from  the  circumstance  of  digestion  and  the  absorp- 
tion of  the  chyle  having  already  terminated  when  he  received 
the  animals,  or  because  the  quantity  of  fat  which  frequently 
surrounds  the  absorbent  vessels  did  not  allow  the  fluids  they* 
contained  to  be  recognised.  "  Still,  (he  proceeds,)  in  several 
inst$tnc9S,  I  found  the  nutritive  fluid  {Nahrungs  saft)  in  the 
absorbents  of  the  Uving  torpedo;  it  had  not  the  rnflky 
appearance  of  chyle  in  the  mammalia,  nor  was  it  transparent, 
but  had  a  greyish  colour."  (P.^,) 

It  is  known  that  in  fishps  the  absorbents  hav^  no  valves, 
with  the  exception  of  the  places  where  they  terminate  in  the 
venous  system,  and  also  that  there  are  no  absorbent  glands. 

No,  344.— iVo.  16,  New  Series.  .  '  2  Y 


cbara^ter  througbout  ^ir  ooiw 8^. . .  Haviog  igreiorvbd  dtha^for 
j^  ^hort  didUnce^  tbey.  si^uid^lj^  i^cr^aseciof  912^^  r^nn ftDgeilicn 
ietnd  either  cQOStitute  or  tenoioftt^  ia.teo^i  ar' fdevusasi  'JTfa^ 
iat^rnal  surfi^ce  of  tbe«e  m^e^i  wp\^W^  doe«; nol  pnesetift  a 
§pipoth  surface^  but, a  orou^  irr^niar  obe  of>fiwi\etEtsHJur, 
jpgtembraDoua,  or  cellular  8uh8t^9e4ike.  prDJectionB^  so 
tl>^what  externally  a{)f|p«ar8  aa  ODe.eimpIeaac,  is  4mded 
x^teraally.into  several  by  these  ladtft^Ues  ibfiitium)*  <rThiB<is 
ireadily  seen  in  the  absorbent  sdQculi  ^s^i^itden&Dkenykk^tbB 
yicioity  of  the  ptomach  and  intestinal  oanaL  <^ the  eeV  and  iit 
the  absorbent  plexuses  {umgaderffffi^hten}  of  the  iltotnabh 
of  the  torpedo.  ;  These  absorbent  sacar  tnd  pk^rases;  whteh 
^e  nat  confined  to  the  olaas  of  fishes^  but  are  met  with  in 
the  f^o^pfaibi^e,  ^e  parts  weU  worthy  o£  notioe  and  consifdet- 
ration. 

.   On  the  subject  of  the  commumealion  betvueea'tbeabftor- 
tients  and  veins,  our  author  obserres^  that  those  wbo-fadf^ 
a,ssunied  such  a  communication  to  exiat,  da  not  seeib  to^baivi^ 
bestowed  sufficient  time  on  their  investigation^  andlnEt^e 
npt  gone  to  work  with-the  cautiott  and  preeimmwhiah  ^iiM 
yetY  difficult  subject  requires.  .He'inataiiceatbet)bBei*vadon9 
pf  %ivpi*  as  bei9g  partkmlaiFly!  liftUe  to  thia  objiecthKi/:  asid 
not  at  all  to  he  depended. on ; :  iii  trutii^  ibey-  ave»  faU  of  erroh 
The  observations  of.  the  ItMian  are  ^afiadrtedio  iia^e  bieen 
founded  on  examinatiaa  of  the  afbsorbent»i&  many  tfa^^faorsie; 
and  the  goose«   He  represents  «  oonnexiod  as  exkling  between 
the  extremities  of  the  absorbents  and:  «itti«mities  ^of  th^ 
veins,  like  that  between  the  oapiUary  arteries  andveint,-  tUe 
pne  kind  of  vessel  pa^ng  into,  or  rather  contiiiniag  it4elf 
into  the  other.     Fobmann»  after  the  mostnnmevous  and  sue* 
€;easful  ii^ections  of  thie  absorbents  in  man  and  the  mam- 
ipalia,  has  never  seen  this. communication^    -Tbe  eircalating 
fyatem  forms  a  shut  circle;!  the  only  codiatiunicar^im  'between 
ftbsorbeaits  and  veins  ia  that  whete  the  absorbent  opeom 
l^hroug^  the  <M>aita  of  the  vein,  fm$eifto  jfito^tty  (aUcomtett^ 
niiQ^tion  between  capillary  vessels  ia  in$erii04urminalh,-*^hi 
tr^^sition.of  the  extremity  of  an  artery  into  thie  commenei^ 
^ept  of   a  vein*     Lippi  has  represented  >  the  Bbsorbentt 
1^9 ,  con^municating  by  ^means  q£  greater  or  smaH^- ^twig^^ 
j^ranchea,  and  trunks,  with  th^  t^enous  system,  'and;  that  o#t 
of:  tbQ  limit  of  the  .absorbent  glands^  those  twigs;  brancfaei. 


♦t 


*  lUiMtnizkmi  Fi»ca]<Q^ke  del  Sgriteo^  JutiMeo^AiWetb^  Medi««ite> 
Scoparta  di  un  gran  siimnio  di  CommUQicazioni  di  es^io  col  Yqdow^  4?^  Pii^ 
Ra^oco  Lippi.— Prienze,  1(;^5,  4. 


M.  Fohmann's  SitUgiiik^syHem  der  WirbeUkiere.    d^ 

pudieikiidveaittlgeiiK  teitts,  atf^'the  Vbi^  tizygos;  Fohitt^mi 
^98fei!ts<ttiat/  m^  ttMia  waA  *ihe  t)MkiAt)Mirm,  a  cototntmicattoli 
4)Kb tweeii'tb6> Veins ^md  ttbsOrbynt^'Mtytakes  pkc^  itt  the  tih^ 
fi()ifaentgk<«d«;''biid<tbdA'h0n^^^1fiit6%y  means  of  sruchlafg^ 
vttS8d9^>  ot  out  o{^<th^  tribsei-beftit  gi«ifnds/  a6  slated  by  Llppi; 
itho,  h  i»  >  fa^tv^  ha»  taken  uveitis  ^ibr  >  absorbents/  Ih  '  vxt 
toimak  ia'>whdt|i  a^sitt^beM  ^attdsdb -fif6t-4br  th^  itibst 
{iaFt  eiist)  in>Mlv>  aifipbitA^;  iit(d  bii-ds,  w^can'observetbe 
ednMniinfdu^MiM  between  thi^^bsdrbents  and  vtms/in  difii^rent 
]»attB;.afLtib»  biody,  with  tlie  «aked  eye.-  The  abso^bentlb 
Hfbish  Lippi  represents  as  proceeding  frota  the  under  part  tk 
ik»  intestines  ;of  tihe  goose  into  the  renal  vein,  are  th^ 
vessels  of  ^vhose*  connexion  with  tiie  renal  or  sacral  vein 
S^^ttnaoDi  givefi^  ^ui^  tfcconnt  in  his  small  work  pablished  sit 
years  ago. 

A  icurtthis'mDtiinstatles^  diMeMsi^d  by  our  author  in  certlaia 
fishssi'b  that ' the  eontetits  of  the  absorbents  are  not  all 
pottteob  dioeetly  inCo  the  venous  system/  In  the  eel,  for  in- 
stancd^  a  branch  ^Oes  iitf-froin  thetfnnk  of  the  absorbent 
SfiHtent^jrepfesenting  tb^  thoracic  duet/  towards  a  small  t^* 
efiptaele  ki^  thevioinity  of  the  gills.  Out  of  this  globular 
teoeptedle  pifoceeds  a  vessel/which  divides  into  branches'^ 
theae  borafltuBnesraredtstribtfted  to  the  gills^  in  the  same  wsl^ 
aS'lhosetof  (UiefmlnniDdry  attery^  and  from  their  eittretoitiea 
^jKri lit tutniiig  Tassels^  which  bring  back  th^  lymph,  in  the 
ft«H»e'wii;»84h6  pKihnotiary  vekiB  return  IJhe  blood ;  the  trunk 
^Mned  1^  these  branches  opens  into  the  thoracic  duct  imme^ 
^lately  before^lB  terwinalion  in  the  jirgular  vein.  -^ 

.•  We\shallocai€lnde  our  notice  tS  the  work  by  giving  th^ 
authorfs  view  i»€«the  mechanism  of  abf^orption.  * 
f'The  loDsd 'tissue  ^X)vering  the  external  surface  of  the  origiii 
of  thn  abs<ul>ints  eMiblishes  a  connexion  between  them  and 
ibe  olh^r  syvlsm^'of  tbe^body.  It  forms,  as  it  were,  a  sort  of 
sfK^iDge^aconnd'thein,  which,  exercising  an  absorbent  powet 
on  4he> matters  sasceptible  of  being  absorbed,  conducts  theni 
loi <tbe 'thin  parieles  of  th^  vascular*  system,  through  whitih 
Uny^tpsBB.  It  is  l^t  to  the  fluid  that  the  tendency  to  pene-^ 
Irate*  our  tissues  is  to  be  attributed :  on  theeontrary,  it  \^ 
attr«iotod<by4hose  parts  whose  struefure  reKJtders  them  capably 
ef  etseteiain^  attraction.  This  act  Of  absorption,  theti^  b^ 
the  ^aomodal  tissue,  atthough  not  an  effect  of  vitahty,  is  indi- 
rectly-under  the  influence  of  the  vital  powers,  as  the  progress 
of  the  ilaidi  onoe  w^hin  ttie  Ijrtnphatxc  vessels,  depends  ou 
the  *  contractility  of  Irving  parts,  without,  which  pragrc;ssthe 
continuance  of  absorption  could  not  exist;  just  as  sponge. 
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Investor  Fofataftfth^  dMiMed  hiihinsisif'by'obsisTTati^'m  «k«^ 

&ttld(,^  sitld^^vlicire;  oil 4nj^i;4ing%^  ot'  dth^fluid^tn^  f|li«^V 
lltejr  AM 'not  klitb^  t<y«h^««itiie<«M«b«>iiB'v^(e»'4bigf  ittj^e^ 
tf^tnade after deftthfi'    *  '  --•'"«"'  '»■>   '•  •  "'* 

*     ,        -  --  •  «        « 

j^  Phigm>logical  Enquiry  respecting  tKe  action'  of  Vtoxa^  and  its 

uHKty '  in  inveterate  'caJsis  of  Stidticnf  'tumhagby  'P^ainphle^ia, 

'   Ej^£p$y^  'and  some  other  painful,  pc&ccHiit,  Sid  sp&sfn^^c  dis*- 

'  eases 'Of  the  Nervei  hnd  Muscled.    By  Wittiii*  ^A^t^ci}, 

:  «:^.  r.A.,  &<?.  Ac,  Siirg^ft  40-^lk«e'  Ofcarhabte  Iftflrtimry  ^ 

'   thiWn,  and  to  the  Ihfirmaty  for  the  Treatment  of  Rh«ftMMati4tt 

\''$mdCul9m&(m9  DiseiufeSr  «ii>  tlMitt;Uyv*Leeti]rdr«ii;SteiDeJwdia|fy 

.'•  f  and  CLinicaiBiMgeiyv    i(v9^.  ffi^  148«    Hodfes  aad  M*iifdU»r. 

•  Dubiin,  1B27.  ,  .     .  :     x-    ,   \    ■  .  '^     i-'l   .-/r.' 

Fi^o  M  "work  Uf  iike  tlie  "pr^setit  #e  ge&erd%  «3tye^t'  satisfii^t^ 
iilfbt^iation.  €6iilt)iiatidiis  tipon  a >  Tliffety  of  'fittbj^8^»<Hfe 
of  eotfttie  highly  ftteodrs^iy  as  book«  Of  geAefrri'ifefe^erio^/bat 
if  tve  wioh  to  form ^correot  ^fttixnate  'of  tbfc  ffpif^'^ ^ etft^e 
remedy,  whose  character  i»  y^gt  to  te^stahltebdlr^w^fe'tHttet 
look  to  those  who  fakve  parttetilarty  d^^>'0«ed-theflai€A«<^^to 
uStetermin^  how  it  i^  to  be  apptiied,  aivd  whit  €*flfect  4ii%  ^apsA^ 
of  prod  ucing.  A»  the  rayar  mntt  tKmvet^  to  ^  p(!ifkt,m  -oi^ifer 
togto^iitteM^,  soils  it'oMepixibtLMtt^'iliat ^/4tfh^ 
timeieoncentrateshi^  attattioti  upon^Bmi  AK^of^t«t<3iti6^i%iH 
'  fbhn  a  inore  correet  Yievr  of  ite  merit  thawif  h^rli^direole^l^e 
enrretit  of  his  thoughts  to  a  great  mi4ety*t>f«(il^j^l,A»tidyid 
endeavoured  father  to  reooheile '  the  dis^r^^to^^^^^^bt^tdfrd 
•Ihanto  form  opfeiotmfefr  himself.  •  -  ^'  '^  LfniM/yn*. 
^  What^r^r  may  be  the  rep«tatroifi  1fhitl(1;be'MiMfi^t)Wpt3fi)^ 
^mong  the  continental  physicians,  in  this  country  itSi'^tl&lk^- 
ifoiit  has  h^ent  too  Uteited  to  have  gaiiied  f^it^tiy  dK»)dol^cba'' 
racter.  A  fetir  of  lOttt  pttictStioners,  ktileW;  hBlve'hi^hly^^fltiBd 
its  powers  ^but  others  htit^  deofor^  tl^btit  ead'«elidk)tii'^MBi 
any  superibrity  overnttmerotfs'miich  tirilder  ©otf«lor4i*ltatts, 
8^nd  some  have  gone  80  far  as  to  adi^ertf^t  jftsodly  t>ee«liar 
eflfect  it  the  excessive  prftn  it  produces.  .  ^    T  i » = j : 

It  must  be  desirable,  thetefbre/ that  the  sufcjfe(it^Ab6ftld>*e 
fuHy  discussed,  in  order  that  tve  may  be  enabltedto  d^et^t^ine 
tbi5  rank  •which  moxat)ught  to  holdin  >otir  lifet  of  Remedies. 
Wfr.  Wallace  has  dedicated  his  Work  to  the  Ba#^  La«y, 
"^  to  WhOi9e  writings  the  mbxfe  te»ind^bt^d  to  its  p*4settt  rank 
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ol|i(U$ared/Jaii&:bC!tte4irjadgi^^    ,  J<bo  HSfxteqt  <»f  Barw  Ltgcryff 

with  which  one  of  his  chapters  comm^cei^^'  tbat  "}u  all 
chronic  affections  of  the  head  he  has  employed  this  remedy 
^th  the,gi^test'8uccess»'' 

The  mo3i^,  i>?e  tjeliev^,  has  be^n  KiJhertQ  regarded,  m  Ihii 
^trniry,  as  a  mere  oounter-irritant^  not  e^eotiaHy  difiermg 
HI  powjer'irom.od)iMrreniedieif.of  the  sane  class*  JMr.  Wal- 
lace te-fi^nxious  *'  todemon^txat^itt.  /imt ne  that  the  preiraUing 
j«ipihkAg  rep^tii^rthe  itiode  oSaoiiMi  of  moxa  ue  completely 
ptvmmatJt^;  Ami  to  show  tkat  this  agmt  affords  a  renaedy 
whioh  44iilMNt  4>e  vejaHacad-by  wy  ^thflr  yet  4ifeowii.  V  f  If, 
says  Mr.  Wallace,  it  should  be  asserted  thai  the  mfOBA  has 
^oj^f^dflUed  theeicp£fetatioiis  i»  t)^ia  couafiry^  wi^cdp.  have  beep 
j|9Jsed  by  oontiaent^l  pra^titionersj  tbf  fotiowing  is  my  aoswer, 
rrrt^at^asfttr  ^it  I  havQ  he^d  of  its^eqikployinent  ia  these'COtm- 
,jbci^  it  haf^  been  mpi  u{)pa  .!¥>  fixed  m^iple  at  a)U  or  npfn 
;  mik  eimfifO^m^  (^  '^mi0M>aYa  hedn  ^s^?^^  fqr  its  ap^Ucaiion 

,  3viiiiKmi(i^y«cieiiMfio€^a^  of  iohoioe ;  and  ipm^oaeii^titiMia 

i^  imy^  I  heaid  o^4t&  ptoper  employment  having  been  pessovesed 
4l>>rW«t9^  $^fd  %ipatiocial  h^ppe  of  benefit'' 
.  Tfcerexces^iy^  pain  which thisremedy  isgeneraUy 

lii^Aiel  tsdQi:^tl$8s  a  greatobstacletoits  aiore  firej^petttiemplqy- 
jr*i^t.    Ott  ^irthor  has  had  mapy  opportunities  of  ascer- 

.  j|fdwng,the  opinions  of  patients,  upon  tne  comparative  pain 

pl?^ ^(^d.b;y I t9lp;¥a,  caustic  issu^s,^  a^d  blisters^  and  he  has 

•*  never  met  with  a  single  instance  in  which  the  moxa,  when 

p^Qperfy.  ^^e4f  has  M<ot  .iheen  ponsicjeied  the  mjlde^t  remedy 

;%.m^ny,d^^^e*,'f.  ....    ..  .  • ;  .  .'"•.-    •     ..    •-, 

,  .1  ;ftaiKing,p!?c#ui5^  so«ie  inUrodu^toify , pb^^i^J^tic^ns  fc^.  Wxo 

.  pnqps^s^.  ^fpr^BWipft  the  reader,  for aiji  iaj%pRej^4icftd.yivesti- 
ngatie^»<rf.tbj>,f4^|siaiid'COpclM8ioi\&'Whi^  fiferto  M^w^  Mr. 
.M^lieK^ .pfo^i^^fittorfoff^r  soi»e  cefl^Uoi^  ^p.the  nat(i;i;e<.or 
.  it¥kiiKediat/s  cf^^r  of  those  nptorbid  erta^teiH  which! the  moxa  is 
said  to  care  or  relieve,  in-order  that  ve  may  not  jpajke  aii«»* 
..  fSdi^i^  aplplioatian  of  th^  remedy,  lie  thinl^i^  that  thf  dis- 
.tioctfoti    TOually   made  between » functional  a»d  c^gmic 

,  disease  is  inao<jurateuT^but  in  this  jve  .  cannot  agree 
mttiiika.i  Judging  fro^i  the  line  (^  airgiimeat .  he*  adopts 
.upoft,  this  si^ctr  '^ise^  infer   ifhat  be  \mxm  &^Af  ^^t 
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ofi ^^.^ueslioxi  thf. variolic cbafig^a;«Kl.Modj|9i0ittionb  ci>rtbe 

^liepUy^  i^^ulta  wiUuMit  (N^aoic^lesm)*.  ^^^n  M^  tio^ih^Yfi 

ei^rejly.  lost  its  powerof  i^rioi«H9giU^Ap(^pi[i4<^^ 

^^j^4  yet. present  precifl^ly  Uie  ^MOft  fii]p|HHMr9QGe».W>i£>H  bad 

to  it  in  the  animal  economy.  We  here  must  prestlto^ntbul 
8911^  p^perty  smitbiMr^. btep  Ip^.wjt^eh  trti».ifoi«p«iiideiiltof 
iWorganixatiou,  It  would  be.^^ry  ^my,  i^  ^i^i^kCf^jemnlfj^^ 
ampleato  ahow  bow  frequmitly  fwatiQoal,dl^r«iageii»nt.p:Qnl% 

liis  meal  with  bis  stomach  justiiA.ii^ftafor.  a  M^rty  J^tiM^ 
Hei  suddenly .  receiver  some /powerfuJl.iiMKal.itafHr^skiii^ /the 
vital. principle  of  the  stomach  is  coiM^equeiHly  Ue^raitf ed^  aUd 
if;  is.no  lot^^  capable  of  performing  via  ftm^tioa*  Thi^App^ 
titc  has  vanished  and  a  sensation •  of.  laiebiiess  <lomwi  taui 
Here  there  is  sufficient  evidence  of  fuQC^Uooal  4iaitwbii«ceil 
I^ut  it  wil  iiot  be  urged  thatai^y  orgi|iiic.)esio«rof  ib^^tcmi^ch 
bas  taken  place,  for  the  moment  tfc^.  miad  ^bata  jr^Qveied  ilk 
tranquillity  the  stomach  is  again  equal  to  perform  its  dufy,^ 

•  Of  the  mode  of  action  q^  Moxa. — ^The  author  corr^ctlj^ 
observes  that  the  effects  of  moxa  are  generally  compared  to^ 
those  which  result  from  blisters  or  issues*.    .  .    .      . ..  .!   ^.^,\ 

y  Nothing  can  he  more  unfounded  tkao  tu^  an  f^iaioo.  *^Of; 
this  the  reader  will  he  conviaoed  h6raafter«  Ib  the  macn'limeV' 
it  may  he  observed^  tlmt  the  good  effects  of  a  blistfircafa'attdhute^; 
ble^  partly  to  thelaoal  iBflaminalioaor  coiinter*firriiatioi|  excitedi 
by  it,  apd  partly  to^rous  or  paruieat  diseharge  ^wlbeh  ares^Hs  t^ 
while  .the  action  of  an  issue  depends  on  the  purulent  drain  wbacbi 
it  causes.  Whereas^  the  Moxa,  when  properly  ap|)lied>  andciu) 
appropriate  cases,  may  be  said  to  produce  neither  i.TiflittnniHtton> 
nor  discharge.  In  fact,  if  it  ghould  excite  rouci  ipfla^nnatj^/  it 
must  be  quite  certain  that  the  Moxa  is  either  not  suited  tqt^  pa^ 
or  that  it  has  been  incorrectly  applied  ;  and,  on  many  occasions,  no 
discharge  whatever  results.  But,  cVen  wBeii  a  discharge  does 
take  place,  the  good  effects  of  the  Moxa  have  occurred,  long 
befqre'the  dfischage  has  been  established  :' and,  although  th^e  dis- 
charge may  be  useful  in  s^me  partieular  cases,  its  beneficial  effects' 
depend  upon  a  principle akoj^ethe?  differei^t  from  that  whi<^  ex-* 
pJaina  the  utiUiy  of  Moxa«  This  renedy^  therefons,  does,  not' aet* 
either  as  a  blister  or  issue;  and  itwiU  faa  proved  in  the  seqael;* 
th^tthet  practitioner^  wfa«  sfa^i  regulate. his  copduci  as  if  he 
e9(pected  such  e0ects»  must.inevits^iy  bil,  m  obtainiug  theibene^' 
ficiaj  influence  of  Moxa,  in  nine  cases  out  of  teq  in  wiuch  be  may' 
employ  U.    ^ 

The  experimetita  of  Des.-  Philip  iandi  Hastinga  are  referred 
tc^apd  soma  observaUoiis  added  by  the  author  himself,  frdm 


(Kfi^lieAlioR'Of  «  certain  degree  of  caloric  to  the  living ibody', 
krIMiowiod  by  nx^nntraeii^m  ofihe  c<ipiiliiries,  and  fdt  increase 
m>th!erkptdiijfcf^%h^t  dtcnhditm^;  and  thstt  this  ct)ntrac« 
iiofl  do^nol  "procMdif^txi'tt  mere  pAytt^f  adtion;  but  itt  tb^ 
toittlt^f  thei  iiififAM^e<>f  the  beat  on  the  xAtixi  prdpertits  bf  thVi 

{  IH'  catett  «hottld  be  piresamisd  that -the  infltietico  of  ealbrid 
id^only  (ekuportiry,  the  author  made  some  experimeiits  on  hl^ 
«#ifr'{)^«oti  for  the  purpose  of -showing  Itiat  its  influence 
persiste  after  the  period  of  its  application  ;'aTMtthetefor0 
that  it  is  likely  to  afford  ^ernianent  a»sistan<^  in  cotitroling 
ori  temovrng  diseased  actions  .We  ^otitd  sorest,  that  the 
4fl^i  trbiok  Caloric  produces  upon 'the  anmial  economy, 
whuthev  locally  or  generally  applied,  arb  not  po^tire  ;  they 
vnll  be  found  a»  fluctuating  asthevitsd  powers  of  the  patient 
to  whom  it  is  applied.  '  ' 

t^  The-direet  e^ts  of  MoKa,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Wallace* 
aaPe  not  oonfiAed  to  the  skiii. 

.^*  ifaD  escliar  be  formed^  that  eschar  extends  to  the  sttpei^ficial 
fascia  or  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue:  and  if  the  Moxa  be  applied 
ihiough  the  m^drum  of  a  needle,  in  the  manner  which  I  shall 
hereafter  describe,  the  caloric  may  be  made  to  extend  its  influence 
il&Vleep  as  we  please,  by  -the  conducting  poWet;  of  the  needle.  If 
tlssicaleviey  by  either  mode  of  appHoation,  be  made  to  act  on  k 

Etiof  stsvctuve,  which  >ext«nfd8  itself  iadeflintely  through  th[fe 
or  part  of  the  body  in  which  it  is  seated,  as  for  example  the 
oeiliilar  .tissne^  or  the  neurileme  of  a  nerve,  or  the  tunic  of  a  vessel, 
it)  is  perfectly  consisteait  with  our  knowledge  of  the  mode  of  action 
ofsach  remedies,  to  suppose  that  its  effects  may  be  extended  to 
any  iength  along  the  texture  so  acted  en. 

V  And,  ^  when  the  moxa  is  properly  applied  there  is  scarcely 

ally  inflammation  excited,  and  on  the  other  hand,  its  benefi'- 

(iiat  influence,  occurs  and  has  terminated  long  beibre  a  dis^ 

<harjge.  is  established/.'  I .       ,         .       .     .  ^ 

T^jauthor  bavi^  shewn  that theremedy  aelaontbtescapi^ 

laf  iee^  apd  .absorbents  as  a  local  tonic  qk  «timtda(Rng  asttingen^ 

ej^er^etic. and . coatWued  ia  its  inflDenoe/itfoUows^-m  biei^ 

Of^mon,  "  that  tJb^e.moxa  shotdd  be  emcdoyed.in  those  eases 

on^yi  ia  whioh  ihoce  exists  a  state  of  delmity  of  the  capillaries; 

a  oonsaquent  retardation  of  their  circulation,  and  a  diminu*^ 

tion  of  absorption,  and  that  it  must  be  injurious  if  employed 

in  cases  where  ther^  is  incf^sed  action  or  active  inflam  ma* 

tion."    The  libemlity  and  candour  with  which  Mr.  Wallace 

OQnfeafies  that  "  misupplicationB  of.  a  similar  kind^'  occurred 

ifiilu?  f^A. pm^ti^e^^beforQ  he  .had.  focmed  a^  oorpsot  ^opinion 
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leBptetmg  the  mode  of  ^ttttoa  of  tko  lenedy^  do  hm  siiidi 
liOQotir. 
In  cdaes  to  whieh  Misters  eare  peeoliariy  seited^  mosm, 

frequently  does  niore  harm  than  good.  The  feilo#iiif; 
mnxim  is  not  to  be  deviated  from;  '*  that  this  venedy  shall 
nerer  be  employed  in  cases  of  increased  action,  or  of  act^ 
inflammation,  or  even  in  cases  of  snb-acnte  inflammation ; 
that  is,  when  the  acute  inflammation  is  lapsing  into  the  state 
of  chronic  action ;  and  this  principle  should  be  imydicitly 
adhered  to,  whether  the  active  innammation  has  attacked 
parts  previously  in  a  state  of  health,  or  has  supervened  oh  th^ 
state  of  passive  inflammation.'^ 

Mr.  Wallace  Tory  properly  uraes  that  it  is  better  to  err 
by  continuing  the  employment  ol  those  remedies  vnhich  am 
suited  to  lower  increased   action,  than  to  conclude  i«oao« 
tiously  that  all  inflammatory  action  has  passed  1^ ;  and  thus 
too  soon  have  recourse  to  a  remedy  which  would  m  all  prdba^ 
bility  aggravate  every  bad  symptom,  and  give  unnecessary 
pain  to  the  patient.    Some  useful  practical  hints  are  oflfered 
to  assist  our  diagnosis  between  the  opposite  states  of  chronic 
and  acute  inflammation.    Aware  of  tne  difficulty  of  properly 
applying  evaporating  lotions,  Mr.  W.  gives  a  description  am 
plate  of  an  instrument  which  appears  ingeniouiily  con  tri  veil 
to  ensure  the  continued  and  em^ctual  application  of  such 
remedies.    The  instrument  supplies  no  more  than  the  ejcact 
quantity  of  fluid  which  is  earned  off  by  evaporation ;  and 
consec^uentiy  there  is  none  allowed  to  pass  to  the  bed-clothes. 
^  Ofthevariaus  modes  of  applying  Mosa. — By  different  prae* 
titioners  a  great  variety  of  substances  have  been  employed  to 
cause  ^'moxabustion.       In  those  countries  in  which  moxa 
is  much  employed,  and  its  value  known,  it  has  been  the  uni-* 
Tersal  custom  to  attribute  a  portion  of  its  medical  eflicacy 
to  some  peculiar  volatile  substance  disengaged  during   its 
application.    Caloric,  however,  is  the   only  agent  evolved 
during  the  combustion  of  the  various  substances  from  which 
any  therapeutic  influence  can  be  expected  ;  we  should  select 
a  substance  whose  combustion  will  take  place  slowly  but 
steadily.     If  the  combustion  be  too  auick  the  effects  will  be 
too  transitory,  and  if  too  slow  it  will  require  the  use  of  the 
blow-pipe,  which  complicates  the  operation  and  produces 
unnecessary  alarm.    The  author  has  been  fortunate  enough 
to  discover  a  mode  of  forming  moxa,  which  is  free  from  both 
objections. 

**  It  is  formed  by  immersing,  either  surgeon's  lint  or  fine  linen, 
in  a  Altered  solution  of  chlorate  of  potasb :  the  solntion  being 
made  by  dissolving  one  drachm  of  the  salt  in  four  ounces  of  dis- 
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linen  will  it&Bwer  best,  but  wlien  of  a  large  size,  lint  is  to  ixer  fmi^ 
Aond.  I4hfi^ii«isl^:iaheii^?^^ilm.sii)>8|a«i(^ 
jCept^  dry » lieftre  it be^fold^  Uj^,  iM#d  m  folfUjAg  U»  a  pr^er  d^J^^ 
of  firjdlil^fM  wiftl'b^.^f  n;  whioH  6^p;(pri^^^  will  sof^n  teacU,  Af^ 
tbe  substance  ]^s  4>oe|Lj'olIed  up  and.  fastened  i^rith  two  or  three 
sCltcKes.of.  tl)^  needle,.  it8;ei;id  ^hpuld  be  cut  with  a  very  sharp 
loiife,  to.  make  it  perfectly  level,  and  thus  secure  its  applicatioii 
io  every  part  dt  the  skin  upon  which  it  is  placed.  Its  lengih 
i^ould  be  About  three-fourths  of  an  inch,  and  its  diameter  may 
vary  frotti  one  quarter  of  ati  ihdi  to  an  inch.  '  * 

The  fn^ttumeiits  Wfrtch  i  usfe '  itt  applying  the  moka  afe'^df  iSre 
most  simple  It^ind:  a  porte-agoille  which  I  haire  inVeofted,  of  h^p^ 
(i»f»dressrirrg  or  &rterj  ibi'c^fi  furiiisbed  wHh'  a  sorew^^  «bout 
liUiee-^urths  of  ah  ineh  dis^^nt  ftom  «h«ir  pointy  whidT'Sfeiie^ 
seivas  to^es»*tbe  blade»'oC  tba  forcefM  very  tightfy  tagietlicar  ;•««• 
a  bit  of  small)  fl&t,'^  sihrar  wire,  about .  thiee  ini^es  in  leogitb  ;«*^a 
bit  of  pdrd4pap6r;-t*ablow^pip^;  a  set. of  needtes;  js^d.a  ^mM 
ff^sa^  ti^bfii  ure  all  that  are  required*  .  With  the  silver  wire  a  iHiiaH 
a99|)i  is  %iQ£)d  tPigrafp  the  moxa:  the. size  ^f  the  hoop.lKi^ 
mfide  4^  Tary  ap^rdi^  to  the  size  of  the  ^qfa ;  and  thQ^e^ds  ^ 
Q^i^^.tiQiOp  are  grasped  in  the  forceps,  which  are  made  ti^ht  on  U 
^  the  screw  witli  which  they  are  furnished.  Tl^e  hoopshouli  tje 
applied'aboutaline  distant  from  that  end'of  tlie  moxa  which  is  to 
be  jjlaced  on  the  skin ;  for  the  purpose  of  preventinj^  iany  incon* 
vetiience  from  thebot  wire  coming  In  contact  with  the  surface.*  In 
fishi^  tbe  ends  of  thfe  hoop  in  the  forceps,  9uch  an  angle  or  incli- 
iia^fon  of  tte  moxa  with 'the  forceps  shouW  be  given,  as  wiU'lie 
feutid  tffostcon^nient  (br  the  exact  appUoation  of  fhe  moxa  to  the 
part  iiilbcted.'?      -  .  .    \  * 

In  ^aiiifbl  'affi^ctioos;  the  moxa  should  b^  appfied  tvhere 

fflost'disttesfeL  is  felt.'    liT  paralytic  affections  it'sliottld  be  flrrt 

applied  oVdf  the  origin  of  the  nerves  which  lead  td  ^Ke  dis^ 

eased  paHs^,  and  afterwards  along  the  same  netvesin  different 

part3  of  their  c^ottrse.     ^r.  Wallace  has  ventured  to  apply  it 

**  to  the  eye,  iti  the  fprm  of  o6;cc^it?  moxa/'  in  some  cases  t^ 

obstinate  chronic  ophthalmia,  and^itis  said^  with  great  advai^'- 
tag6.         •    •     -      /■  •     .'  .    I.   :  rj: 

^'The  size. of  the  moxa,  the  manner  in  which  }ti  should  be 
applied,  and  the  length  of  time  it  should  be  allowed  to -remain  on^ 
the  piirts,  aire  points  pf  some  importance* — All  these  circumstances! 
must  be  regulated  by  the  depth  of  the  disease,  and  the  natur^  of 
the  parts,  to  which  we  may.  wish  to  apply  it.  It  may  be  used  sb' 
as  nol  to  cause'any  injury  of  texture ;  in  a'greater  degr^ig  'SO'  as  tb 
produce  vesication ;  and  in  a  still  greater  degree  an  escfaaT,'  attd 
the  eschar  may  be^  either  deep  or  sjuperfioial ;  >of,.  lfttly»  ii  leaaf  be 
employed  in  conjunction  wi^th  the  . acupuncture  Beedku  .Tihesei.' 
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diHerent  modes  of  usmg  the  moxa  may  <be  distingQisbed  *by  the 
ttirnvBy  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifths  forms  of  appKoatioo/' 

The  first  form  of  application  wHI  answer  when  the  disease 
is  very  superficial.  It  constitutes  the  objective  cauteiy  of  the 
French  writers,  Mr,  Wallace  seldom  has  recourse  to  the 
second  form  of  application.  *  He  considers  it  le^  eflfectual 
than  the  third,  and  it  is  more  troblesome  in  its  after  treat- 
ment. It  may,  however,  be  usefully  employed  in  tic  dolou- 
roux,  and  to  those  parts  on  which  the  patient  would  not  wish 
ai  cicatrix  to  be  formed.  In  such  cases  the  moxa  is  applied  by 
holding  it  steadily,  and  as  close  as  possible  to  the  skin^  with- 
out allowing  it  to  touch  it,  and  until  the  skin  appears  white; 
which  appearance  is  owing  to  the  detachment  of  the  cuticle, 
and  the  formatioii  of  a  blister. 

"In  a  large  proportion  of  cases  the  superficial  eschar  will  be 
the  best  form  of  application.  To  produce  this  eschar,  the  moxa 
must  be  placed  on  the  skin,  and  allowed  to  remain  on,  until  the 
skin  appears  brown  under  it;  which  will,  in  general,  be  found  to 
take  place,  when  the  combnstton  of  the  moxa  has  extended  to  the 
distance  of  about  a  line  from  the  skin. 

**  The  deep  eschar  will  be  required  when  the  seat  of  the  disease 
is  fiir  removed  from  the  surface,  as  in  affections  of  the  spinal  mar« 
row  and  of  the  hip.  To  form  this  eschar  the  moxa  must  be  allowed 
to  remain  on,  until  its  combustion  is  complete;  when  the  part 
upon  which  it  was  seated  will  be  found  black,  and  the  surrounding 
skin  slightly  red,  and  wrinkled.  In  this  form  of  application,  it 
will  be  sometimes  useful  to  increase  the  intensity  of  the  heat  by 
the  employment  of  the  blow.pipe;  and  when  this  is  thought  pru- 
dent, the  moxa  should  be,  previously  to  its  application,  surrounded 
by  a  cylinder  of  card-paper,  which  will  have  the  eflect  of  directing 
the  current  of  heat  downwards,  and  prevent  its  'escape  laterally.^ 

The  mode  of  using  the  moxa  in  conjunction  with  the  acu- 
puncture needle,  is  also  pointed  out.  The  author  confirms 
the  observation  made  by  Larrey  as  to  the  effects  of  ammonia 
in  preventing  the  occurrence  of  inflammation  from  the  appli- 
cation of  this  remedy. 

The  fifth  section  occupies  many  pages,  and  presents  a  ge- 
neral survey  "  of  the  means  whicn  may  be  employed  as  adju- 
vants to  moxa." 

The  sixth  section  contains  *'  Cases  of  painful,  paralytic, 
and  spasmodic  Diseases  of  the  Nerves  and  Muscles,  to  illus- 
trate the  utility  of  Moxa."  They  are  concisely  related,  and 
certainly  afford  very  strong  proofs  of  the  powers  of  the 
remedy.  lu  most  of  them  tne  disease  had  been  of  long 
duration,  an^  had  resisted  various  modes  of  treatment,  in- 
cluding the  usual  counter-irritants,  such  as  blisters,  setons. 
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i38ues«  &o.  &c«  We  should  obserire  also*  that,  in  the  majo«< 
rity  of  these  cases,  no  other .  remedy  was  conjoined  with  the 
moxa.  We  are  consequently  not  involved  in  the  difficulty  of 
estimating  the  power  of  a  particular  agent,  which  must  al- 
wayst  be  the  case  when  at  the  same  moment  many  means  are 
had  recourse  to. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Wallace's .  book  cannot  but 
raise  the  reputation  of  moxa  in  this  country.  He  is  naturally 
partial  to  a  remedy  which  he  has  frecjuently  and  successfully 
employed;  but  we  do  not  discover,  m  any  part  of  his  book, 
that  "  stretch  of  praise"  which  leads  to  doubt  rather  than 
to  confidence. 


Practical  Observations  on  the  Management  and  Diseases  of  ChH» 
dren.  By  the  late  Charles  Thomas  Haden,  Esq.  With 
additional  Observations,  and  a  Biographicial  Notice  of  the 
Author,  by  Thomas  Alcock^  Surgeon.— 8vo.  pp.  188,  London, 
1827. 

The  essays  contained  in  the  present  volume  are  republished 
from  Mr,  Hadsn's  Journal  of  Popular  Medicine,  which  is 
now  out  of  print.  They  are  intended  for  the  perusal  of  inr 
telligent  parents,  and  are  certainly  well  calculated  for  their 
improvement.  The  directions  given  are  clear  and  simple, 
and  the  style  in  which  the  author  conveys  his  opinions  is  un- 
incumbered by  technicalities,  which  would  ill  accord  with  the 
avowed  intention  of  his  labours.  The  medical  student  also 
may  gather  some  hints  from  the  observations  of  the  author, 
which  will  be  of  service  to  him  in  the  commencement  of  bis 
piactical  career.  In  common  with  every  member  of  the  pro* 
fession,  we  must  regret  the  loss  of  Mr.  Haden :  his  abihties 
were  good,  and  his  life  was  entirely  devoted  to  the  improve- 
ment of  his  profession. 

The  additional  observations  by  Mr.ALCocK  are  contained 
in  four  short  chapters,  and  treat  of  "  Weaning,  and  the  dis- 
eases incident  to  that  period ; — on  the  mode  of  bringing  up 
Infants  by  Hand ; — on  the  Management  of  Children,  from.the 
period  of  teething  to  the  commencement  of  school  educaMon ; 
— on  Preparatory  Schools,  and  on  the  Precautions  and  Ma- 
nagement required  to  promote  Health." 

upon  the  subject  of  bringing-up  children  by  hand,  Mr. 
Alcock  states  that  it  has  been  a  part  of  his  duty  to  endea- 
vour to  ascertain  the  amount  of  mortality  among  infants  from 
this  source,  and,  after  much  careful  inquiry  and  investigation, 
he  is  convinced  that  the  attempt  to  bring-up  children  by 
hand  proves  fatal,  in  London,  to  at  least  seven  out  of  eight 


of ' these mkrei^Mfe  sufferers;  and  this  happens  whetihertke 
child  has  never  taken  the  breast  at  «U,  or  having  been  «uekled 
for  three  or  weeks  only,  is  then  weaned.  In  the  tountty, 
the  mortality  among  dry-^nursed  children  is  not  so  gpreat. 

It  would  have  been  satisfactory  had  Mr.  Alcock  stated  from 
what  olass  of  society  he  had  formed  this  distressing  'condu- 
sion«  The  iofis  of  oUUjpea  biroughtup  by  bftnd«  nodei;  our 
obaemitioiif^  has  certaiaLy  not  beai  neaoly  «o  ^^reat« 

Mr.  Alcock's  experience  does  not  accord  with  that  of  Sr« 
Cheyne  in  the  treatment  of  the  bowel  complaints  incbiidren: 
so  far  from  finding  calomel  generally  necessary  or  boncffictai 
in  these  diseases^  he  has  frequently  witnessed  the  irritaticm  of 
the  bowels  kept  up  so  long  as  the  use  of  calomel  has  been 
persisted.  We  have  frequently  touched  upon  this  subjecjt, 
and  the  opinions  we  have  from  timja  to  time  expressed  &bow 
that  we  agree  with  the  reixiarks  he  has  oiferefi  upon  it. 


COLLECTANEA. 

tloriierii  ut  apes  lu  ealtibus  omnia  libant. 
Omnia  dm,  Itidem,  depascimttr  aarea  di«f  a. 

ANATOMY. 

Unusual  Variety  in  the  Ftnwrat  Artery.-^Tht  following  U  described  by  Mr.. 
J«  HousTOH,  in  Uie  Dublin  Hospital  Reports, 

The  femoral  artery,  at  its  commencement,  was  of  the  ordinary  size»  and  jUi 
the  place  where  it  is  always  found.  About  one  inch  and  a  qaarter  below 
Ponpart's  ligament,  it  sent  pff  the  proftinda,  which  at  first  descended  behind 
it,  and  not  as  usual  along  its  outer  side.  This  branch  formed  a  short  tnwk 
wh^  passed  inwards,  and  soon  fuinis hed  the  circumflex  andperC^cating  arte- 
ries, with  several  smaller  twigs  that  went  to  the  groapi  and  its  peigkboiirlioodr 

About  half  an  inch  from  thc^  origin  of  the  profhiida,'<-viz.  one  in^h  and  three- 
quarters  below  Poupart's  ligament,  the  femoral  artery  divided  into  tw^ 
branches,  an  internal  and  an  external,  the  former  of  which  was  somewhat  the 
larger;  bnt  though  either  of  them,  taken  singly,  was  less  than  an  ordinary-sized 
femoral,  yet  both  combined  would  have  made  a  vessel  of  larger 'calibre. 
These  branches  lay  together  on  the  same  plane,  and  in  such  order  descended 
parallel,  as  far  as  the  opening  for  them  at  the  lower  part  of  the  thigh  in  the 
tendon  of  tlie  triceps,  at  which  pomt  precisely  they  retmited  to  form  the 
popliteal  artery. 

These  vessels  bore  the  same  anatomical  relations  to  the  parts  in  their  vici- 
nity, and  followed  exactly  the  same  course  as  the  femoral,  which  they  repre* 
sented :  each,  however,  was  enveloped  in  a  distinct  fibrous  sheath,  whicli  kept 
them  so  apart  that  an  incision  exposing  but  one  of  them  would  not  have 
brought  the  other  into  view,  though  the  only  space  between  them  was  that 
occupied  by  the  intervening  hiyer  of  fascia. 
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the  eiLienial  and  one  tVoai  Ae  iateriMl.  Of  the  e&tenal  thrte,  tte  fint^ 
about  as  large  as  a  crew-qoiU^  came  offdase  to  tha  ^tmioD,  aod  went  back- 
warcfo  to  the  miiiolea  behind  it ;  the  aeeond  ww  SHiaUer,  and  entered  the 
faattts  tnternns;  and  the  third^  which  occnpied  the  plaee  of  theanAsionMtica 
magun,  took  Sto  origin  jmt  as  the  aiftery  was  joiaiDg  Hs  fellow^  Tbe  braifcii 
from  the  internal  veasel  wait  small;  and  lost  itself  in  the  addnetar  AQs«ie». 

The  popliteal,  fbtmed  by  the  reunion  of  the  two  Ibmoral  w1«rica»  was^  of  lli» 
nsnal  sixe ;  and,  either  4n  Ita  dIatiilNttion  or  ttHandMl  reialioasy  nierad  a^ 
one  p<ec«ii8#ft|'. 

The  lchidralire|it,«irillM  the  artery,  wa»aingle.  Plaee4tnp««o|4y  along  it» 
inn^  side,  It  gradadljryin  passing  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  got  to  its  back  pftrt, 
and  applied  itself  in  the  bam  to  the  eotside  of  tlie  popliteal  artery,  preserving 
throaghout  its  entire  course  more  relation  to  the  internal  than  to  the  entenial 
arterial  trnnk. 

The  crural  nerve  presented  nothing  unusual.  A  l^sw  small  twigs  pasMd' 
from  it  over  the  vessels  in  the  upper  third  of  the  thigh,  nnd  lower  down  the 
saphenus  branch  atfadied  Itself  to  their  sheath  for  aOMle  *pay,  and  ibenee  pro. 
ceeded  towards  the  internal  condyle  of  the  femur. 

Every  circumstance  connecte*  vrHh  timlvregidanty  in  this  case  was  such  as 
must  have  inevitably  caused  a  fhilnre,  had  the  occurrence  of  an  aneurism  in 
the  ham  unluckily  made  the  operation  necessary.  The  bifurcation  of  the  fe- 
moral  artery  above  the  place  at  which  it  is  usually  tied,  wiA  the  reunion  of 
the  branches  in  the  lower  part  of  the  thigh ;  the  concealment  of  the  profunda, 
and  the  occupation  of  its  place  by  the  external  division ;  together  with  the 
double  sheath,  was  a  combination  mcompatible  with  success.  The  surgeon 
would,  most  Hkcly,  have  tied  his  ligature  round  th^  .hitemal  division  of  the 
artery,  with  perhaps  only  a  passing  observation  on  its  smidhiess ;  whilst  the 
external,  either  being  unnoticed  on  account  of  its  fibrous  cerering,  or  else 
mistaken  for  the  profunda,  and  consequently  left  nnotntrocted,  would  hare 
carried  the  blood  with  sufficient  force  to  make  the  tumor  prilsnte,  and  frus- 
trate the  design  of  the  operation.  The  same  resultmust  have  equaify  fbllowedf 
had  the  external  division  happened  to  become  the  subject  of  the  surgeon's 
selection.  " 

TTic  preparation  showing  this  variety  1  have  preserved,  and  placed  in  tfWJ 
Museum  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons.  ' 

[This  lipase  is  precisely  analogous  to  the  one  piAlished  by  Mr.  Caarlks 
iftiELL,  hi  the  Number  of  this  Journal  for  Augu&t  1626.] 

•  ;  * 

Detcriftion  ^f  a  Huinw  Stomachy  of  a  rin^lar  Form  and  ^ructure.—ln 
the  course  of  the  last  winter,  (says  Mr.  Hart,)  I  bad  an  opportunity  of  exa- 
mining a  bun>an  stomach  of  so  singular  a  form,  that  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
apologise  for  troubling  the  profession  with  an  account  of  it.  The  body  in 
wbich  it  occurred  was  that  of  a  female,  aged  about  thirty,  which  had  been 
brought  into  the  Park.streetdissectinj5.r00m;  nothing  of  whose  jjrevious  his- 

lury  could  be  learned. 

An  iutelUgent  |»upil,  to  whom  the  b9dy  had  been  allotted  for  dissection, 
tot  called  my  attention  to  it  by  remarkmg  that  the  abdominal  viscera  ap- 
p^rc!^  to  t>e  somewhat  displaced.  On  making  examination,  I  found  that  the 
stomach  deviated  from  its  usual  transverse  direction,  approiwbing  more  to  the 
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perpendicfular;  and  tliai  the  flnt  portion  of  tbe  dnodeaam  appeared  nnusiialiy 
long,  running  transversely  to  tbe  rightiwicliont  ascending,  as  generally  de- 
scribed,  in  its  course  from  the  pylorus  to  the  neck  of  the  gnU-bladder* 

As  tbe  irregular  position  of  these  organs  might  have  been  a  conseqaeneeof 
disease,  I  examined  with  parlicnlar  care  ihe  stale  of  the  surr^ndiiig  viaoei% 
more  especially  the  condition  of  the  periteaenm,  hut  no  morbid  appearance 
whatever,  not  even  the  exittence  of  a  single  adhesion  of  the  tast^namAorBSD^ 
could  be  discovered. 

Tbe  stomach  and  duodenum  were  then  removed  and  ioflated>  when  the  pe- 
culiar shape  of  the  foraier  viscns,  and  its  remailuible  connexion  with  the  Uitler, 
became  fully  apparent.  The  leh  extremity  of  the  stomach. had  its  usoal  ap- 
pearance as  to  form  and  size;  but  the  right  extremity,  instesd  of  contracting, 
until  it  became  continuous  with  the  dnodennm  after  the  ordinary  way,  ended 
m  a  cul-de-sac,  about  half  as  large,  to  appearance,  as  the  greUt  end  of  the  left 
extremity.  The  dnodennm  proceeded  from  a  depression  which  marked  tbe 
lesser  arch  of  the  stomachy  about  midway  between  its  cardiac  orifice  and  the 
most  remote  part  of  its  right  extremity. 

When  I  iiyected  aur,  and  afterwards  water,  into  the  stomach,  by  tbe  cardiac 
oriBce,  I  found  that  these  fluids  were  longer  than  usual  in  finding  their  way 
into  the  duodenum,  net  entering  this  latter  viscus  until  after  die  slomach  had 
become  fully  distended ;  a  circumstaaee  which  was  not  owing  to  anjr  prettr^ 
natural  contraction  of  the  pylorus,  but  depended  altogether  on  the  acacenesa 
of  the  angle  at  which  the  duodenum  went  off  from  the  stomach. 

The  stomach  exhibited  a  very  remarkable  appearance  in  the  vicinity  of  the; 
pyloric  orifice,  in  consequence  of  a  patch  of  tendinous  substance  on  the  ttiite«> 
rior,  and  another  on  the  posterior  surface  of  tiMt  organ,  each  of  which  was 
of  a  form  nearly  circular,  and  about  twiee  the  diameter  of  a  erow»-pieoew  ^ 

Tbe  circuhir  fibres  of  the  muscular  coat  were  arranged  thus  at  the  righ4i 
extremity  of  the  siomach ;  they  ran  converging  from  the  circumfereBce  of  the. 
cul-de-sac  to  insert  themselves  into  the  margin  of  the  tendinous  patches  above  , 
described.    The  longitudinal  fibres  of  the  duodenum  arose  from  the  opposite 
edges  of  these  tendons,  which  thus  served  as  pyloric  ligaments. 

On  examining  the  pylorus,  by  inverting  tbe  duodenum,  I  found  that  it  eon« 
sistcd  of  a  slit-like  opening,  having  a  transverse  direction  with  respect  to  the 
line  of  the  lesser  arch  of  the  stomach;  and  that  it  was  formed  between  two 
semicircnlar  folds  of  the  mucous  membrane,  including  muaenlar  fibres,  ite- 
sembling  very  much  the  ileo^ccelic  valve.  These  muscular  fibree^  which  en« 
tered  into  the  structure  of  the  valve,  were  the  commencement  ef  the  circular 
fihres  of  the  duodenum.  The  biliary  and  pancreatic  ducts  opened  into  the 
lower  part  of  the  descending  portion  of  the  duodenum  in  the  usual  way. 

The  peculiar  form  of  the  stomach  here  described,  the  presence  of  the 
patches  of  tendon  on  Its  surfaces,  and  the  converging  arrangement  of  tbe  mus- 
cular fibres  at  the  right  extremity,  gave  it  an  appearance  strongly  resembling 
that  form  of  stomach  which  exists  in  several  tribes  of  predaceouB  birds.  In 
fact,  it  had  quite  the  appearance  of  a  stomach  which  an  anatomist  would  ftei 
disposed  to  say  had  belonged  to  a  carnivorous  animal 

It  might,  perhaps,  have  been  interesting  to  ascertain  whether  there  had  ex- 
isted any  peculiarity  in  the  digestive  function  of  the  individual  to  whom  this 
stomach  belonged;  but  there  was  no  information  on  this  point  which  could  be 
obtained,  as  I  could  not  succeed  in  learning  any  thing  of  her  history  during 
her  lifetime.    (/6td.) 
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Account  9f  Experiment 9  Mfith  three  Speeiee  nf  hudUm  Serpenie,  with  a  vitw  to 
mseerl9in  the  eompamtwe  Virutenee  ^  their  Pomm.— These  experiineDts  were 
made  by  Mr.  Brbton,  and  are  related  in  the  seeend  Yokime  of  the  7V«itMir- 
li#iM  ^  the  Metticat  tmd  Phyiieal  Soeietf  ofCaleuttH.^ 

On  the  I9lb  of  Afril,  1885,  a  Cobra  de  Capello  haviag  been  brongbt  to  me, 
it  was  made  to  bite  the  thigh  of  a  pigeon,  and  in  three  miimtes  it  expired. 

April  20.^-Id  the  pretence  of  W.  Twining,  Esq.  anrgeon  to  his  Excellency 
the  Comnander  in  Chief,  a  rabbit  was  bitten,  and  it  died  in  three  roinntes. 

Immediately  after,  a  pigeon  vras  bitten,  aind  in  four  minutes  it  was  dead. 

A  second  pigeon  was  ^t^en  bitteii,  and  it  survived  only  eight  minntes. 

After  an  elapse  of  about  twenty  nunutes,  a  third  pigeon  was  bitten,  and  it 
was  lifeless  in  three  minutes.  In  this  instance  there  was  probably  a  fresh  se- 
cretion of  the  poison,  which  was  the  cause  of  its  activity. 

A  fourth  pigeon  was  th<>n  bitten,  and  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards 
blood  and  lymph,  resembling  sanies,  ooaed  from  the  wounds  inflicted  by  the 
langs.  The  pigeon  immediately  coached,  and  remained  on  the  ground  with- 
oat  moving,  gradually  drooped,  and  in  tifty-etgbt  minutes  expired. 

A  fifth  pigeon  was  bitten,  immediately  after  the  fourth  pigeon  was  disen- 
gaged from  the  fimgs  of  the  snake,  and  it  survived  four  hours  and  twenty 
minutes. 

The  rabbit  and  pigeons  were  bitten  by  putting  the  thigh  of  each  to  the 
month  of  thesnake,  while  the  latter  was  held  by  the  throat  by  the  snake- 
catcher.  On  diminishing  the  compression  on  the  snake*s  throat,  the  reptile 
readily  seiaed  the  part  presented  to  it,  and  bit  it  forcibly,  retatnmg  its  hold 
till  the  animals  and  snake  were  thrown  together  on  the  ground.  The  very 
instant  the  pigeon  on  the  l9th,  and  the  rabbit  and  four  pigeons  on  the  20th, 
were  bitten  in  the  thigh,  the  limb  became  paralysed,  apparently  from  the 
effects  of  the  poison,  and  not  simply  from  the  infliction  of  the  wounds;  for  the 
last  pigeon  that  was  bitten,  (the  wbnnds  in  the  tbigfa  being  very  apparent,) 
manifested  not  the  least  affection  of  the  limb  until  within  an  hour  of  its  death, 
when  muscular  motion,  first  of  the  legs,  and  then  of  the  body,  gradually  de- 
dined  tSl  the  pigeon  expired,  evincing  the  weakness  of  the  poison  of  the  snake 
after  a  succession  of  emissions  of  it. 

For  about  three  hours,  the  pigeon  hut  bitten  did  not  appear  at  all  affected 
by  the  poison.  It  then  began  to  manifest  restlessness,  by  fluttering  now  and 
then  in  the  basket  ui  which  it  was  placed,  and  by  throwing  its  head  and  neck 
m  every  direction,  and  gasping  for  breath,  until  it  expired.  Muscular  motion 
seeined  to  cease  first  in  the  legs,  nextjn  the  body,  then  in  the  wingS|  and 
lastly  in  the  neck  and  throat. 

The  symptoms  manifested  in  the  other  pigeons  and  rabbit  were  instantane* 
ons  paralysis  of  the  bitten  limb,  torpor,  and  slight  convulsions.  In  neither  of 
these  animals,  kept  for  several  hours  after  death,  was  there  apparent  more 
than  ordinary  tendency  to  putrefaction. 

On  the  25d  of  April,  1825,  at  twenty-three  minutes  after  ten  4.M.,  in  the 
presence  of  Assistant-surgeons  Egerton  and  Macfarlane,  a  full-grown  young 
dog  was  bitten  by  a  Cobra  de  Capello  in  the  thigh,  and  he  instantly  expressed 
paui,  and  limped  a  little.  The  wound  appeared  to  remain  painful,  for  he 
gently  licked  it  several  times.  For  upwards  of  an  hour,  no  general  effect  of 
the  poison  was  apparent.    The  dog  then  began  to  manifest  restlessness  and 
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laogtior,  lying  down,  and  rising  at  short  intervals,  with  bat  little  power  to 
support  himself  in  a  standing  posture.  He  gradually  drooped ;  was  latterly 
slightly  compulsed;  his  tongue  a  few  timeft  ejeeted  from  the  mouth,  and  with 
difficulty  retracted;  had  a  litile  foaming  and  discharge  of  aatifa;  a  few  sue- 
cessions  ot  tremors,  of  diort  duration,  of  the  body;  and  he  expired  ct  the 
expiration  of  two  hours  and  thirty-one  minutes  after  being  bitten.  The  dag 
had  no  yomlting;  the  b?tt«n  Kmb  was  sKghfly  swoHen;  and  the  body,  al- 
tliough  kept  several  houfs,  presented  no  othel*  than  ordinary  tendency  to  pu- 
ttefiitction. 

The  slow  actloo  of  the  pofeon  on  this  dog  may  possibly  be  asfcrlbable  to  fe 
snake  having  been,  three  days  before,  made  to  bite  a  rabbit  and  five  pigeons, 
which  may  have  m  sotte  degree  weakened  the  acti#n  of  the  poisonous  secre- 
tory organs. 

At  twemy-five  minutes  after  ten  a.m.  a  second  dog,  three  parta  grown,  was 
bitten  in  the  thigh.  He  instantly  manifested  pain,  and  limped  a  little,  bat 
remained  the  whole  day  lively  and  apparently  well,  and  at  night  eat  as  usual 
his  food.  The  following  morning,  the  whole  of  the  bitten  limb  was  swollen 
and'  paralysed.  At  about  nuie  a.m.  languor  was  apparent,  which  eontiaued 
till  the  evening,  'When  he  revived,  and  gradually  recovered  from  the  affects  of 
the  poison,  and  ofthe  paralysis  of  the  limb. 

Daring  several  hours,  the  evident  symptoms  were  torpor ;  yety  slow  and 
difficult  respiration;  languid 'circulation ;  a  little  foaming  and  diseharge  of 
saliva ;  a  convulsive  ejection  from  the  mouth  a  few  times  of  the  tongne,  with 
difficulty  of  retracting  it;  dUatation  of  the  iris;  and  now  and  then  a  tremo- 
lous  motion  ofthe  body. 

tn  Was  experinietat  a  fhct  is  establhhed^  that,  although  the  effect  of  the 
▼tenom  of  a  serpent  may  be  for  several  hours  very  evident,  an  animal  is  capii- 
ble,  without  any  remedy  whatever,  of  surviving  its  action ;  for,  the  day  aft^ 
being  l)itten,  the  ddg  remained  several  hours  apparently  in  a  dying  state,  but 
in  the  course  of  the  following  day  recovered  perfectly. 

The  third  and  fourth,  half-grown  whelps,  were  hitten  in  quick  succession  to 
the  second  dog;  and,  although  they  both  manifested  pain,  and  limped  after 
being  bitten,  no  effect  of  the  poison  occurred. 

These  experiments  prove  that,  after  the  first  or  seconH  eniissioh  of  the 
poison,  it  becomes  too  weak  to  destroy  even  a  whelp  three-parts  grown. 

Inimecfiately  after  the  fourth  dog,  a  pigeon  was  bitten  in  the  tliigh  by  the 
same  snake.  The  limb  was  instantly  paralysed,  and  it  gradually  drooped,  ahd 
died  in  twenty-one  minatei*. 

^roni  the  above  expetiment8,it  would  appear  that  the  venom,  although  not 
sufficiently  poweriul  to  kill  either  of  the  three  whelps^  was  yet  active  enough 
to  destroy  a  small  animal,  as  a  pigeon,  in  twenty-one  minutes. 

Experiments  with  a  second  Cohra  de  Capello, — An  innoxious  water-snake^ 
called  Dhonr,  was  bitten  towards  the  tail.  For  an  hour  and  a  half,  it  showed 
no  sign  of  being  affected  by  the  poison.  It  afterwards  lost  the  use  of  the 
portion  below  the  bitten  part,  gradually  became  languid^  and,  without  any 
other  symptom  than  gasping  for  breath,  died  in  two  hours  and  fifteen  minutes. 

2d.  A  rabbit,  bitten  in  the  thigh  immediately  after  the  water-snake,  had  its 
limb  instantly  paralysed,  and,  with  no  other  symptom  than  torpor  and  sligM 
convulsion,  died  in  eleven  minuted.  The  part  bitten  became  black,  and  th^re 
was  a  little  extravasation  of  dark-coloured  blood  around  the  bitten  paf  t. 
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8d«f  I0mf  Aalelif  dflNr  Hie  mUbit^a  ptgeoB  «9»  ^itM*  iuut  U  fli«d  ia 

4(li«  The^eoftod  pigo^Miy  bUteo  in  immediate  tuc^eiiMOy  diod  in  one  liour 
iM  eleven  tBi»nie»«  « 

5lh.'7tellMrd.)^i9fl»Bliiilton  dJ^opedn and  di^d itx thiee  ho«;s  J»d r<»rly-two 
jniDtttcift. 
f  €llk  TbefoiRtii pig«Oivbittfn'fkMil«d^iu»f]HopkMBof  Ihe jMM^ 

j74b.  The  fifth  pigeoA  biUep  waane^at^afibcted. 

The  water-uwke,  rabbit,  and  five  pigeon*,  were  bitten  in  immccHalii  ittec€g« 
Bio»,'«bUe  tb»Cebra.de  CiipeUo  wea  bild  by  the  neoh  by  the  -sqake^catolier. 
iWitheaeexperiaienta  prew^-^tst.  Tbataaimaauoua  MMl(e«an  be  killed  by 
the  veaom*  ef  e  pcaspnepla  eaipenC  fld»  That  the  second  ewisaion  of  the 
poison  is  speedily  iatal  to  a  small  animid,  as  the  rabbit.  3d.  That  the  poison 
ihecomes'gndneUy  weaker  after  every  snecaaBiveenifiMion  of  Ihe  poison,  nntil 
«t  beeenes  inert ;  or  pessibly^  nUera  certain  penod,  there  ia  for  a  time  a  ees- 
iitioa  of  the  eecaetion  of  the  poiiony  for  the  two  pigeons  last  bitten  remain 
«natfetted«  . 

Babbits  and  pigeons  appear  to  be  e^oally  speedily  killed  bjr  the  venom  of 
aeipefllib  Tiiey  gen^vaUy  die  in  two  or  three  ndnntes  after  being  bitten  by  « 
Cobra  de  Capello.  Fall-grown  dogs  are  kiUed  by  the  venom  of  this  snake  in 
«Qltf  vigenr  iii4£teen  or  twenty  minutes. 

Uf  QA.^the  doth  of  April,  the  anake-catcbers  bf  ought  me  a  venomous  snahe^ 
Rivalled  J  Ji^y  them  Bora.  On  examination^  it  was.  identified  with  the  Kntnka 
^ek^)a  Poda  of  Pr.  P.  Hussell,  which  i^  Bebar  is  known  by  the  name  of 
Amaiter  and  Seeah  Cbimder.  In  the  upper  jaw  of  this  snake  tliere  were  fonr 
poisonpus  fang^,  two  on  eAch  side,;,. and  as  they  were,  with  their  o^uscular 
Iheaths,  large  and  very  distinct,  they  were  exhibited  to  the  medical  student 
#md  to  others  who  were  present.  ^ 

The  fangs  of  this  snake  were  hy  the  snake-catcher  forced  into  tlie  thigh  of 
a  whelp  three-parts  grows.  He  immediately  limped,  but  for  upwards  of  an 
hour  manifested  no  other  effect  of  the ,  poison.  He  then  seemed  restless, 
breathed  with  difficulty,  gradually  lost  the  use  of  his  hind  legs;  and,  without 
any  vomiting)  and  with  but  slight  oonvolsion,  drooped  and  died  in  four  hours 
and  eight  minutes. 

Immediately  after  this  whelp  was  bitten,  another  half-grown  whelp  was 
wounded  in  a  similar  manner  by  the  fangs  of  this  snake,  but  without  any 
effect  of  the  poison  being  evinced. 

In  the  same  manner,  and  in  immediate  succession,  a  third  whelp  and  a 
pigeon  were  punctured  in  the  thigh  by  the  snake's  fangs,  but  no  e6fcct  was 
produced  in  either  of  these  animals. 

In  forcing  the  fangs  into  the  thighs  of  the  anunals,  one  of  the  fangs  was  torn 
off  from  its  sheath,  and  it  fell  on  the  ground.  I  had  it  picked  up,  and  it  is 
iiow  in  my  possession,  with  a  horse-hair  passed  through  the  hollow  of  it. 

After  the  last  experiment,  the  Bora  was  bitten  by  a  vigorous  Cobra  de  Ca- 
pello,  but  no  effect  whatever  of  the  poison  appeared. 

Immediately  after,  aud  by  the  same  Cobra  de  Capello,  a  pigeon  was  bitten 
in  the  thigh,  and  it  died  in  sixteen  minutes ;  a  proof  of  the  activity  of  the 
poison,  even  after  the  second  emission  of  it. 

May  1st. — Tlie  Bora  and  Cobra  de  Capello  were  irritated,  and  then  brought 
together,  and  made  to  bite  each  other  a  few  times.    No  impression  of  the 
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teeth  of  either  of  the  tnakes  being  vUible*  a  few  of  the  scales  on  the  beUy  of 
both  tlie  snakes  were  scraped  off,  and  the  fangs  of  each  forcibly  introduced, 
and  retained  a  few  seconds  in  tlie  wounds.  The  punctures  were  distinct  in 
the  belly  of  both  the  snakes,  but  neither  of  them  were  affected  by  the  poison. 
.  From  this  experiment  it  would  seem  that  a  poisonous  snake  is  unsosceptible 
of  the  poison  of  another  species  of  snake. 

May  3d.?— The  same  Cobra  de  Capello,  in  full  vigour,  bit  a  whelp  in  the 
nose,  and  it  died  in  sixteen  minutes. 

•  An  attempt  was  made  to  make  the  Bora  bite  a  whelp ;  but,  in  the  act  of 
biting,  two  of  the  three  iangs  remaining  in  the  Bora's  upper  jaw  being  torn  off 
from  their  sheatbs,  fell  on  the  ground.  These  are  preserved,  and  a  horse-hair 
passed  through  them,  to  show  they  are  poisonous  fangs.  The  Bora*  being  un- 
able to  renew  its  bites,  vras  pnt  in  a  bottle  of  spirit  of  wine. 

On  the  Sd  of  June,  the  snake-catchers  brought  me  for  experiment  a  third 
-kind  of  venomous  snake,  named  in  Russell's  work  on  Indian  Serpents,  Bun- 
garum  Pamah,  and  in  Shaw's  Zoology,  Boa  Fasciata,  and  called  in  Bengal 
Saunkence,  Its  poison  proved  less  virulent  than  that  of  the  Cobra  de  Capello 
and  Katnka  Rekula  Poda;  for,  of  four  pigeons  bitten  at  intervals  of  a  few 
minutes,  the  first  died  in  nineteen  minutes;  the  second  in  twenty  minutes; 
the  third  in  fifty- two  minutes ;  and  the  fourth  in  forty-six  minutes.  Two  of 
the  pigeons  were  opened  immediately  after  death,  and  the  heart  and  large 
vessels  exammed :  the  blood  was  not  in  any  part  coagulated,  and  none  was 
contained  in  the  ventricles  of  the  heart. 


Account  qf  the  Death  of  Mr.  Drake  by  the  BUe  qf  a  RattU-snake. — At  the 
meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  France  on  the  9th  April  last,  some 
documents  were  presented  by  M.  Ddmbril,  connected  with  the  death  of  Mr. 
Drake  by  the  bite  of  a  rattle-snake,  formuig  part  of  a  collection  of  reptiles 
which  that  person  had  exhibited  at  London,  and  l^ad  taken  to  France  for  the 
same  purpose.  These  documents  were  transmitted  to  the  Academy  by  the 
minister  of  the  interior ;  and  seem  to  have  excited  fears  in  some  of  the  mem- 
bers, lest,  the  climate  of  France  being  favourable,  some  of  these  dangerous 
reptiles  might  escape  and  propagate.. 

From  these  documents  it  appears  that  Mr.  Orake  arrived  at  an  inn  in  Roaen 
on  the  8th  February,  with  three  live  rattle-snakes  and  some  young  crocodties, 
and  that,  notwitlistanding  his  care  to  preserve  them  from  cold  on  the  road,  he 
saw  with  grief,  on  his  arrival,  that  the  finest  of  the  three  was  dead.  The  dead 
animal  was  removed  from  the  cage,  and  the  cage  itself,  with  the  other  two, 
were  taken  into  the  dining-room,  and  placed  near  the  stove.  Here  Mr.  Drake 
endeavoured  to  rouse  them  with  a  stick ;  but,  perceiving  that  one  of  the  two 
gave  no  signs  of  animation,  he  opened  the  cage,  took  the  serpent  by  the  head 
and  tailf  and  approaching  a  window  to  ascertain  by  handling  if  life  was  ex- 
tinct, the  animal  turned  its  head  half  ronnd,  and  fixed  one  of  its  fangs  in  the 
posterior  external  part  of  the  left  hand.  Mr.  Drake  shrieked,  pronounced 
some  words  in  English,  according  to  the  reports,  and  was  replacing  the  serpent 
in  the  cage,  when  it  again  bit  him  on  the  palm  of  the  same  hand.  Mr.  Drake 
now  run  out  into  the  court,  calling  eagerly  for  a  surgeon;  and,  not  finding 
water  readily,  rubbed  his  band  upon  the  ice,  which  he  found  at  the  door.  Two 
minutes  after,  having  procured  a  cord,  he  himself  made  a  ligature  on  the  arm 
above  the  liahd.    Notwithstanding  tliese  piecautions,  his  agitation  from  the 
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fear  of  the  consequences  cootinaed  to  increase  titf  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Pihor^l. 
The  presence  of  this  gentleman  somewhat  composed  the  feelings  of  Mr. 
Drake ;  and  he  saw  with  eager  joy  the  chafing-dish  and  irons  arrive,  with  which 
the  wounds  were  to  be  cauterised.  This  operation  was  instantly  performed^ 
and  the  patient  took  internally  half  a  glassful  of  olive-oil.  Drake  seemed  now. 
to  have  resumed  his  tranquillity ;  but,  in  a  few  minutes  more,  symptoms 
made  their  appearance  which  rendered  the  case  hopeless,  and  he  died  in  eight, 
hours  and  three-quarters  after  the  bites. 

The  body  was  afterwards  opened.  The  internal  organs  appeared  healthy ; 
the  brain  and  spinal  cord  were  unaltered.  Th6  membrane  which  covered 
these  parts,  however,  was  observed  to  have  a  reddish  tinge.  The  veins  pre- 
sented no  trace  of  mflammatioA;  and  the  only  appearance  of  derangement  in 
the  system  consisted  in  the  veins  of  the  affected  side  having  the  blood  curdled 
or  clotted. 

The  physicians  ef  Kouen,.  where  tlie  accident  happened,  and  who  examined 
the  body,  recommended  that,  in  future,  exhibitors  of  dangerous  serpents 
should  be  obliged  to  extract  the  poison-fangs,  and  be  constantly  provided 
with  cupping-glasses  and  instruments  for  cauterisation ;  and  the  commission  of 
the  Academy  coincide  in  that  opinion.  But  it  was  remarked,  that  the  suc- 
cessive growth  of  these  teeth  would  require  then^to  be  ren>oved  every  two  or 
three  months^  or  as  soon  as  they  were  reproduced.  The  commission  recom- 
mended sucUon  of  the  wound  as  one  of  the  most  efficacious  measure^  for  the 
extraction  of  poison ;  and  state  that  this,  even  when  done  by  the  mouth,  is 
attended  with  no  danger  to  the  operator,  provided  the  mouth  which  sucks  be 
sound..  The  ligature  of  a  place  above  the  wound,  imperfectly  done  in  Mr# 
Drake's  case,  was  strongly  recommended  by  Dr.  Magendie. 

The  melancholy  termination  of  this  case  induced  many  of  the  members  of 
the  Academy  to  propose  the  absolute  interdiction  of  the  exhibition  of  poison- 
ous animals  for  the  gratification  of  public  curiosity.  M.  Geoifroy,  to  demon- 
strate the  virulence  of  the  poison  of  the  rattle-snake,  mentioned  that  the  body 
of  the  reptile  which  had- bitten  Mr.  Drake  had  been  sent  to  the  Museum  of 
Kalural  History  i  and  that,  eight  days  after  its  dissection,  one  of  the  assistants 
having  punctured  his  hand  with  the  scalpel  employed  in  this  operation,  the  > 
slight  wound  was  followed  by  nearly  serious  consequences.  The  hand  swelled, 
and  severe  pain  in  the  axilla  supervened ;  symptoms  similar  to  what  occur  in 
this  country  from  scratches  and  punctures  received  in  dissection,  without  auy 
roference  to  a  specific  poison. 

M.  Dumerii  remarked,  thai  the  effects  of  the  bite  of  the  rattle-snake  in 
America  was  much  less  sudden  and  less  fatal  than  in  the  case  which  had  un- 
fortunately, happened  at  Rouen ;  and  M.  Bosc  stated,  that,  of  all  venomous 
animate,  the  rattle-snake  was  the  most  gentle,  and  never  attempted  to  bite 
where  flight  was  possible.  He  had  seen,  he  said,  more  than  thirty  persons 
iHtten  by  rattle-snakes,  none  of  whom  died.  A  horse,  however,  which  had 
been  bitten  on  the  tongue,  fell  a  victim  to  the  poison. 

The  discrepancy  in  the  result  of  the  cases  may,  perhaps,  be  accounted  for, 
by  supposing  that  the  virulence  of  the  poison  in  the  rattle-snake  may  not  be 
^e  same  at  all  periods  of  the  year,  or  of  the  animal's  life.  In  some  cases,  how- 
ever, and  Mr.Dmke*s  is  one  of  them,  the  poison  seems  to  act  speedily  and 
fatally.  In  a  curious  Memoir  on  the  Habits  of  the  Rattle-snake,  read  lately 
by  Mr.  AunvnoN  at  the  Wernerian  Society,  that  gentleman  mentioned  a  cir- 
cufflstance  which  tends  to  show  that  the  poisonous  fangs  of  this  reptile^  even 
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when  wiMniwa  from  tiM.aMBal,  relwi  their  liraleiMe  (on  ywuk  A  persmt' 
had  bMabiUea  by  a  mttte-saake.  in  the  woods  through  a  Btsoo^  beot.i  >Ha 
diad  witbont  tha  canse  of  hia.  daath  bamg  |irap^ly  iavMligaftBdi  The.  baofea 
defcandad  to  hia  tan,  who,  after  potting)  them  oii#  was  aaddaalgF  taken  il^^-asd 
abo  died.  Tba  efiects  of  this  last  were  hrougbt  to.  salef  aad  a  yoanger 
hrathar  fftacyimg  tb^  boalfy«ff  (^IKng  to  .pBBti^ve  Bowtf  mcin^iut  of  iiia  iathoe 
and  brother,  was  tha  pnrohaser.  He.iisa#  thani  onljr'eMc^  whan  he^OBO^l 
ill,  and  died.  The  medical  men,  whomaaah  an  ocawweneaiy^  lad*  toiswei^ 
ga^  its  cause,  at  h»t  ripped  ap  the  latel  hoot,  and  finmd^  firmly  fixedl  i»  the 
aobstaace  of  the  leather,  the  tog  of  the  rattle«HdM,  which  hadtlB»ca«etf  ikb 
death  «f  thaea  iudi^aab* 

Batile*8nakesy  Mr.  Aadaben  larlherobievred^aie  oftciifDWid  tiiitdepaaA 
iwfid  when  the  taquperetorels  low;  and  he  hims^onae  aairaialyeaBapaMroBe 
perhaps  a  serioos  accident,  in  tmstiag  to  thdr  conthiaed  torpi^ty.J  Hs  haA 
fband  an  excellent  spechnen  coiled  up  and  taifiid,  vhkh  be  p«t  bi  hia  hnap* 
sack  along  with  some  wild  docks  be  had  been  shooting.  Tfiemattofi  «ad  boat 
of  bis  bodjT,  together  with  the  addiUaaal  beat  afforded  by  a  sportsman's  fire  at 
a  meal  in  the  woods,  had  however  revived  the  ammal ;  a]Did4he  motiona^hia 
hnapsack^  observed  from  the  outside,  indicated  Ufa  witlws^  Mr*  Aodnhasi  at 
first  thought  that  some  of  his  doclus  unperfectly  kiUe4,  had  femi4  tbeiK 
situation  irksome,  and  were  teatifymg  theur  impatience;  bntth^reaoUeotiQii 
of  the  rattlesnake  flashing  at  once  en  bis  mind,  he  threw  off^hia  hag,  dftefca^ 
aeptile,  and  altogether.  The  rcBMvalaf  the  animal  ta  a  cc^di^r  tampaaalnfe 
lirongbt  on  again  its  torpidity.  He  earned  the  sBak«  home ;  andKAaideniticAi 
specimen,: if  we  rightly  iinderstoad  him,  is  now  ia  tha  Mofania  aftbaXypftWi 
of  Natural  History  of  New  York.    (£dm6aig*  JkwriM(i4)^  &yM«i.)    ^>-. 


PATHOLOGY. 
Theory  of  Fever ^^The  following  is  from  the  p^n.of  Dr.  Boijy,  of  Alnwick* 

As  the  nature  of  the  proximate  cause  of  fever  is  still  disputed*  I  tbipfc 
that  any  effort,  however  bumble,  to  unravel  tha  mystei^,  cannot  but.  be  ac- 
ceptabte  to  the  readers  of  your  useful  Journal. 

In  ague,  and  in  fevers  arising  from  mental  emotions,  eold^  &c.  the  first 
effect  of  the  remote  cause  I  conceive  to  be  simply  in^ired  energy  of-  the. 
nervous  system;  ewitig.  to  which,,  the  products  of  seeretion-  thronghoot  ther 
body  become  imperfect  in  their  chemical  constitutioD.  This  imparfeeitoa 
results  from  the  wtnt  of  the  force  of  nervous* energy  necessary  to  detesmiiie 
the  proper  decomposition  of  the  fluid  acted  on,  and  the  proper  racoariHSMlian* 
Sooner  or  later,  these  imperfeet  products  irritate  (as  would  foreign  mattevjt 
the  nervous  extremities  with  which  they  are  in  contacts  and  this  irrttalsaB  ia 
the  cauAC  of  the  reaction — is  the  cause  of  the  ho$  stage.  I  brieve  it*  witt^  in 
general  be  Ibnnd  thati  in  all  fevers,  sensations  of  heat  on  theaurftjoe  i^aoedc^  inr 
creased  action  of  the  sanguiferous  system;  and  therefore  I  am  ledto^endadft 
that  increased  aelion  of  the  sanguiferona  system  is  not  the  cause  of  tb»-heat« 
The  inordinate  aotion  of  the  heart  results  from  the.ahaorptionof  the  imper&et( 
products  of  secretion..  As  soon  as  the  brain  and  spiaal  marroW'  are  roased* 
hy  the  irritation  produced  by  the  vitiated  searetions^  energy  is  traasmitfi^  t»; 
force  sufficient  to  effect  healthy  secretion,  and  the.  absorbed  imperfeot  fifo* 
ducts  are  soon  thrown  off  by  the  skin  or  otherwise.  But  it  is  Qotsowith 
cojitagious  fevers:  here  X  siupect  thai^  beaidat  inpained  enerer,  therftai 
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fmc^iial  difOTder  df  tlw  brain  aad  tfinal  nmn&9t\  heaec  tvettwus  eiievj^ 
^411  not  only  be  deficieat  ia  (brce,  but  will  aU»  be  imperfiitt  in  it»  aatdi^* 
V  BBf  Uie  ezplanatioii  U  easy  why  these  fev^n  should  be  contkmed.  Al- 
ifaaafh,  a»hi  agne,  the  brain  and  sf^nal  narrow  be  roused  by  the  irritatiofr 
^radncedy  yet  the  evergy  trantmHtod  f  f  tiaperfoct,  amd'CberefOIre  anfitlM'for 
the  purpose  of  secretion :  hence  secretion  will  continue  to  be  imperi^ctly 
^foriaed^-^^hence  will  c#iifthBRe  the  banring  sensatioiis  Mi  M  suiii^e,  the 
absoKptio*  bf  imperfect  matter,  had  the  Inbrdliiate  action'  «ff  the  btnak*  That 
Imay  not*  entwach  too  uMch,  LwIN  at  preatatcoiuaadrhy  proposhi||;  tbo 
Mo win^  theory  of  ^plMn  Ivver: 

Impaired  ener^  and  flmetlensd  <Ksorder  of  the  aeryoiis  fystimv  and^  itt 
4eme<^eae^,  prostration  of  streanth,  and'iwip»rfbet  seeretion  generally;  irriL 
taCion  fi^iu  theimperftjct  pvodaets  of  flecretloa,  and*,  in  conseqaience,  iattktti* 
^  neH'ons  Energy  and  scaae  of  tieat;  ahoorptloft of  the  iaqperfect  products^ 
aad,  in  cenaeqaenee,  ioeniinale  easeolaraetaoB^' 

PuisttH&n  ^  fW^r«— ^Bd  <enr  Number  Ibr  An^st,  we  iniMed  a  renaHt' 
able  case  of  j^tdsation  of  the  veuM  fH>m  the  Dul»lin  Hospital  Reports :  w 
healing*  apon  the  tbadrias  of  the  circulation  at  present  excitng  so  arach  dis* 
ctission,  we  sabjoin  a  short  acconnl  of  an  analogous  case,  taken  from  Iho 
PAfidif  d})to  Jbanlaf . 

fn  the  month-of  Oetoboi,  1621,  a  childof  Mn  d  V.  of  this  eity^  agniabetit 
thirteen  years,  wai^  attacked  with  bMioaa  fever.-  He  was  ill  ftr  a  long*  titiie^ 
bat  etentual!y  Bns^  diiease  left  him  in  «  i^erydiMlitated.  state.  Hewar  fe^ 
niarkalily  emaciated^"— so  ranch  so,  that* curiosity  one  day  induced  mc  to  exa^ 
mine  bis  skeleton-like  ams$  when,  apon* a  closer  ttew^  Isaw  the  sapeafieiat' 
Veins  iipon  the  back  of  his  hands  disdnctly  pnlsate^  synchs^noos  with'  the 
boat  of  the  heart  and  arteries.  I  observed  this  pfaevemenon:  §6r  fi  vo  aacoMsive 
days.  It  was  less  evident  as  the  child  ad^aiiced  inoanvalesoenoe,  aiid,wbev 
hcTecovered  his  strength  add  'fleshrthepaAsatfbnofttie  veins emlrely'0«Bsed. 


PRACTICAL  MEDICINE, 

JV«wra^«k—IVa  have  been  fa«osred,.b^  Mr&  HcicU'iiiaaM^'Of  Soiitbwcil, 
with  the  following  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  him,  and  which  adds  anotfier 
to  the  many  proofs  be  has  furnished,  of  the  efficacy  of  Carbonate  of  Iromio 
nearalgio  adectiona:^  .  , 

**  My  dear  Sir,— -lb  compliance  vrith  your*  request  as  to  the  particulafs  a^ 
my  complaint,  it' may  be  proper  to  ioform  you,  that,  abotit  fbrcrrteorf'ycat^ 
ago,  I  was  attacked  with  excruciating  pain,  the  seat  of  which  appeared  to  be 
confined  to  tiieej^e,- cheek-bone,  and  temple  of  the  right  side.  This  pain 
came  on  regularly  abont  sht  iv  the  evenhigofevet^  other  day,  and  cotftinued} 
with  short  intermissions,  till  about  foar  in*  the  morning,  wheh  it  saddeiil)^  left 
me.  Between  tftese  attache,  r^  first  felt  perfectly  wett$  bat,  in  the  cotir^ 
of  live  or si^  weeke^  !< became  irritable,  andexperieneed a^fieeUng of d^MKty 
which  was  idtegeth^  new  to  me^  and  at  this  tifiie  sliep  so  entirely  forseol^ 
me  that  it  ««s  thought  advisable  to  administer  naTcotlcs^  of  whieh^  I:  took  a 
variety's  they  produced  distressingreffects',  without  aUeviifting  my  paini 

I  was  now  prevailed  on  to  try  Biathwaite's  black<^op,  of  which  T  took- 
ttioe  drops  ever^^ghrfer  six  moath»;  A  the  ead  of  which  time  I  badlkRst  all^ 
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symptoms  of  my  complaint,  and,  on  leaving  oflf  this  medicine,  \rlucli  I  didl. 
gradually,  I  slept  as  well  without  as  with  it. 

Perhaps  yon  ought  to  know  that  th«  first  attack  of  this  malady  made  its 
appearance  immediately  on  the  repose  into  which  my  mind  sank  on  the  reco- 
very of  a  friend,  the  progress  of  whose  alan;»iog  illness  I  had  watched  night 
and  day. 

I  had  no  return  of  my  complaint  for  upwards  of  a  year,  but  from  that  time 
was  liable  to  occasional  relapses  till  January  1826.  About  this  tirtie,  being  in 
London,  I  was  attacked  with  violent  pain  in  the  muscles  of  my  neck  on  the 
right  side.  Considering  this  to  be  nothing  more  than  what  is  called  a  stiff 
neck,  I  neglected  it,  and  left  London  in  an  open  carriage,  the  latter  end  of 
January.  After  driving  about  an  hour,  the  pain  in  my  neck  became  so  violent 
that  it  was  with  difficulty  I  could  hold  my  whip,  and  it  increased  to  the  end- 
of  the  stage;  when,  after  sitting  still  for  a  few  minutes,  I  became  perfectly 
easy.  The  pain,  however,  invariably  retnmed  with  exercise,  and  abated  witl\ 
rest  as  before,  throughout  my  jonmey  home,  ISO  miles.  Tlie  day  after  my 
return,  although  I  was  completely  at  rest,  my  pain  retnmed  with  increased 
violence,  and  I  foiAented  the  part  with  laurel-leaves  and  water,  as  hot  as  I 
could  bear,  twice  a-day,  for  several  weeks,  deriving  only  temporary  relief.  A. 
blister,  which  was  now  appUed,  had  a  decidedly  bad  eflFect,  for  the  pain  be- 
came  mote  acute,  and  somewhat  altered  in  its  character,  being  more  lancmat' 
ing,  and  coming  on  at  short  mtervals,  whether  in  motion  or  at  rest.  Cupping 
was  next  resorted  to,  with  no  better  effect.  Pills  of  stramonium  in  a  very 
triaiog  degree  relieved  me,  but  produced  effects  too  distressing  to  admit  of 
my  continuing  them.  A  plaster  of  extract  of  belladonna  was  worn  for  a  consi- 
derable time,  without  any  perceptible  effect.  Bark  was  next  administered, 
in  rather  large  doses,  for  about  a  fortnight,  when  I  was  under  the  necessity  of 
discontinuing  it.  At  this  time  the  pain  became  more  and  more  acute,  return- 
ing at  shorter  intervals,  shooting  deep  into  my  ear,  and  never  failing  to  attack 
me  with  great  violence  when  shaving. 

I  began  now  to  take  the  Sobcarbonate  of  Iron,  (I  believe  a  drachm 
three  times  a-day,)  which  I  persevered  in  for  abont  a  month,  without  being 
sensible  of  any  relief.  In  addition  to  my  malady,  I  was  attacked  violently 
with  rheumatism  in  my  left  hip  and  thigh,  which  was  completely  removed  by 
tvrice  using  the  vapour  bath,  in  which  remedy  I  was  induced  to  persevere  in 
the  hope  that  it  might  reach  my  other  complaint;  in  which  hope  I  was  disap- 
pointed. 

I  may  here  observe,  that,  previous  to  my  illness,  I  had  been  in  the  constant 
habit  o£  osiog  strong  exercise  on  foot  as  well  as  on  horseback,  feeling  no  fa- 
tigue whatever,  after  walking  twenty  or  thirty  miles,'.or  even  more,  to  dinner. 
By  tlus  time  my  health  was  so  impaired,  that  my  constitution  seemed  to  be 
altogether  giving  way.  I  was  advised  to  go  to  Buxton,  where  I  tried  the 
tepid  and  warm  baths  for  three  weeks,  and  returned  home  much  as  I  went. 

My  medical  attendant  now  advised  me  to  consult  yon.  Accordingly  I  did 
80  «n  the  29th .of  August,  1826,when  you  immediately  pronounced  mynaalady 
to  be  tic  doulooreux :  and  here  let  me  remark,  that  this  was  the  decided  opi- 
nion of  aU  whom  I  had  before  consulted,  both  as  to  the  attack  in  my  neck  and 
the  complaint  in  my  face,  from  which  I  suffered  so  severely  for  many  years*  I: 
was  much  and,  you  may  suppose,  very  agreeably  surprised  at  the  decided 
manner  in  which  yontinhesitatingly  assured  me  that  I  should  get  welL  It  was 
BO  easy  matter,  however,  to  keep  hope  alive  for  tlie  first  two  months,  during 
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which  tipne  I  took  your  medicine  without  any  visible  effect,  being  stiH  unable 
to  walk  even  two  miles  without  great  fatigue.  My  sight,  too,  as  well  as  my 
memory  and  hearing,  had  all  failed  me  so  greatly  as  to  entirely  shut  out  many 
sources  of  amusement  and  comfort ;  besides  which,  for  many  months  1  may 
safely  say  that  I  scarcely  ever  slept,  for,  even  when  free  from  pain,  the  gene- 
ral irritability  of  my  system  was  such  as  entirely  to  preclude  rest  in  any  shape 
whatever*  At  this  period  my  pain,  as  well  as  irritability,  began  slightly  to 
«bate,  and  I  clearly  perceived  that  my  general  health  was  improving ;  and,  as 
time  advanced,  this  improvement  became  more  rapid,  so  that,  during  the  last 
winter,  I  have  been  in  the  regular  habit  of  reading  every  night  for  several  hours 
by  candle-night,  which  I  had  not  been  able  to  do  for  many  previous  years* 
My  memory  and  hearing  too  greatly  improved;  and,  as  a  proof  of  my  in- 
creased bodily  strength,  you  may  recollect  that,  on  the  15th  of  December,  I 
called  upon  you  after  walking  twenty-two  miles  on  my  way  to  Newark,  which 
was  eight  miles  farther,  and  this  I  did  without  any  fUtigue  whatever. 

I  had  all  along  continued  to  take  your  medicine,  till  about  January  1827, 
when  I  felt  myself  so  perfectly  well  that  I  discontinued  it.  About  the  latter 
end  of  February,  feeling  a  slight  return  of  pain,  I,  by  your  advice,  took  another 
packet  of  medicine  with  the  former  happy  effect,  and  am  now  perfectly  well. 

Wishing  you  equal  success  with  all  your  patients,  I  remain,  dear  Sir,  very 
sincerely  yours,  W.  H.  WAYNE. 

3,  Chandos-streetf  Otoendish»square;  May  21,  1827. 

Phagedenic  Ulceration  of  the  Gums  in  Children,— Wb  have  received  the  fol- 
lowing note  from  Mr.  Bush,  of  Frome. 

.  In  the  Journal  for  June,  Mr.  Thomson  has  given  a  paper  on  a  species  of 
phagedenic  ulceration  of  the  month,  called  '<  Gangrenous  Excoriation,  or 
Erosion,"  in  which  he  recommends,  and  perhaps  with  much  propriety,  the 
Batsam  of  Peru.  The  disease  is  well  known  to  practitioners,  especially  those 
resident  in  crowded  manufacturing  towns,  as  attacking  the  children  of  the  lower 
orders,  and  more  particularly  suclii  as  are  deficiently  supplied  with  notritious 
food,  and  have  not  the  advantages  of  well- ventilated  rooms,  regular  personal 
ablution,  and  frequent  changes  of  clean  linen.  I  have  seen  this  disease  to  su- 
pervene on  typhus,  scarlatina,  rubeola,  and  variola,  and  at  all  periods  from  one 
to  ten  years.  It  takes  place  in  children  of  delicate  constitntions,  such  as  are 
of  scrofulous  diathesis.  Having  witnessed  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  curing 
these  cases  by  bark,  wine,  and  the  ordinary  routine  of  practice,  I  was  induced 
(some  ten  or  fourteen  years  ago)  to  give  the  Carbon,  and  with  the  most  happy 
results.  Indeed,  where  the  plan  has  been  tried  early,  I  do  not  remember  an 
ansuccessfnl  instance.  The  following  isthe  formula  I  have  commonly  used ; 
but,  when  the  bowels  have  been  too  relaxed,  I  have  formed  the  linctns  with 
Syrup.  Pap.  Alb.— 

R.  Carbonis  Ligni,  Mollis,  &a  ^j.  M.  sumatur  cochleare  minimum 
scepe,  vel  quartik  quftqne  horlk. 
This  serves  as  a  local  and  constitutional  remedy.    I  have  used  it  very  exten- 
sively in  cases  of  ill-conditioned  ulcers,  accompanied  by  constitutional  debi- 
lity, both  internally  and  as  a  local  application,  with  marked  advantage. 

It  is  worthy  of  observation,  that  animal  and  vegetable  oils,  sugar,  gum, 
starch,  and  other  substances  found  to  contain  great  quantities  of  carbon,  are 
those  which  by  experience  are  found  to  recruit  and  restore  most  e^ciently 
debilitated  constitutions. 

Frome;  August  16, 1827.    , 
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Cote  nf  I^a^mdirta'  In  a  ITMt^i^  ll^iKN  ^*»ivtf»i|^}AiiMlb^*  4f|r)(dte. 
l>ewEBS.— On  tlie  3d  December,  1820»  I  wM*atti1|«4  ii^^^mt.^JlbtctaM 
tjjf  Mr.  J.  P.  nged  sIk  w«eks«  ifybotttt^o  wftdtir'IriiAnK  £«»«r*<i,  oft 
stacked  wiHi  a  tertian,  wJHeh^  aAl*t  a-#fe^>yawwy<im^  (sftUM||«i|}iiiit»«>^lMti- 
4ian.  The clilii  todk  )ikce  iubMit'tett'd^KMAi  ^Mb •tid^vMiiid  «ratiii«e<^<i«aly 
two  hows,  fever  wottW  «iecee4^  tvkioit'^iilii  (iAk»¥tkA'bfimmH  >SuBfai||.tlK 
<^iin,  the  cliikl  was  nrtrfW^  lay  aloiMt  tWf^&tkmA^  Md  MlUMd«  ^^es^Jd^. 
Bowels  regnfor ;  a  littte  sickneM  ftf  MeMaeb  MOiiiolMUyt.  r  ii  ^eaoriliedau^ 
nicm  the  fe^nowlnit  manners -^  •  :.  *      *v^  :<.L.f.  t 

R.  Sol.  Mineral  FowL  Sj.;  Aq.  fo»t.  5xij.    Six  chtlpftdl^  gNwtti 
every  fonr  hours.  •:       •  . 

4^8  8QPD  aa  there  was  any  evidence,  of  the  cbul  conyng  on^  tliree.  drops  of 
laodannm  were  ordered  to  be  administered. 

On  the  third  day  after,  eommcncipg  with  the  ai:senicj  tlie  duration  of  the 
chiU  was  much  diminisiied,  and  the  intensity  of  the  fever  abated;  and  in  foi^r 
day$  inore  entijrely  left  it«  T^xt  little  patieuf  s  bowels  were  oqcasionally.  opeir- 
ed  by  ca»tor-oil. 

The  mother  of  the  child,  who  resided  during  the  sunitnef  and  fall  at  BusTh 
hill,  was  severely  affected  with  fever  and  ague  up  to  the  time  of  her  labour, 
atwbidi  time  it  ceased.  Shall  we  consider  this  aoise  fn  which  the'  ren^ote 
cause  was  conveyed  by  the  mother  during  gestation^  or  shall  we  merelY  loQk 
upon  it  as  an  extraordinary  case  happening  to  so  young'a  sub^feCt',  ^nd  ^\9 
BfOifiWii  of  the  ye^r  wheuUus  disease  is  of  very  rare  occurrence?    {ftidO\^  ^' 

■  '    *    •  •'    •   A       --  A.  -y.nn 

'  Ltpnt  euni  ky  FkmiffoHow.-^We  tisve  t^ecM«ed'ilte#aAlotriag'BO[tVi\Mto 
Mr.^RftBir,  ofOreatMaflboroogh-streetr^^  ^  n'T    '  *    s 

Leprous  cases  being  generally  considered  obstinate  ttiidfei^  tMy  iuode  m 
treatment,  you  will  perhaps  give  insertion  to  thefollowttig  casiEi  ih  yoiirr  Jfott^- 
oal,  as  I  am  of  opinion  i^  will  go  far  t^  show  the  utility,  of  funiiig!a(i«asjiniiIiose 
diseases.  The  following  statement  was  seat  to  aw  by  Ihc.yoiwm  lady^lma^ 
eal  atteiidaDt,  Mr.  Moore,  and  by  irfatch  it  will  appear  thftt  Ibe  diaettae  iifnt 
existed  upwards  of  nine  years  ^  and  the  patient's  written,  detail  of  ber  own  c«atf^ 
in  my  poMessiony  shows  the  diaeaae  to  have  been  of  amdi  longer  MWkinmunc^. 

<<  Belfast ;  t9lh  Aprill  1827.'/ 

<<  In  Aprils  1818,  when  I  first  saw  Miss  R.  N.,  she  had  a  spot,  hardTy'thb 
aize  of  a^rthing,  on  the  back  of  the  neck  ;  for  whieh  she  took  a  fevv"  powde/s^ 
/Skibmur.  Hydr.  gr.  j.  om.  nocte ;  a  little  Ungt.  Hydr.  Kitr.  was  applied  to  the 
part.  She  had  been  affected  with  tt  in  a  slight  degree  two  or  three  yearn 
previous  to  this  tine,  but  the  above-mentioned  remedies  had'removed  it. 

**  In  November,  she  had  pills  of  SubmUr.  Hyd.,  Tart.  Antim.,  a«d  Gtm 
Goaiac;. ;  and  at  the  same  time  applied  an  ointment  of  Mur.  Hydr.  an^  Axunge 

'*  In  spring,  IB  19,  the  complaint  increased,  and  the  treatmett  was  tnuch 
the  same  as  last  year.    She  improved  in  the  summer.  '^ 

**In  May,  18S0,  powders  of  Submur.  Hydr.,  Sulph.  Ailfa*.  Antim.'anll 
Pulv.  Rhei,  given  occasionally;  and  Lot.  Mur.  Hyd.  in  Aqua  Catcfs,  wa^ 
used  frequently.  *^  .  .       . .  ; 

*'  In  August^  Lac  Sulph.  and  Borax  were  made  into  a  paste  witK'distill^ 
vuiegar,  and  applied  over  the  vrfaole  head,  previously  shaved.  The  aj^plicatiOh 
was  tenewed  every  fortnight^  and  continued  for  three  months,  witboni  any 
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lMiM>fit;  An  ointmeiit  of  QocoHis  Indicos,  witk  Axxm^,  was  tried  a  few 
times  also,  without  any  effect* 

**  In  Deeember,  .the  Solutio  Arseniealis  was  tried,  with  some  good  effect, 
and  was  oontinned  with  occasional  intermissions  fur  four  or  five  months :  the 
dose  was  increased  from  four  to  about  seven  drops.  An  ointment  of  Arsenic 
mth  Axunge  was  also  used,  and  continued  a  few  weeks. 

*^  In  18f  1,  a  bath  was  tried  two  or  ihree  times  a-week,  with  three-quarters 
of  an  ounce  of  Sulphoret  of  Potass  thrown  into  it,  continued  for  four  or  five 
months ;  Decoction  of  Sarsaparilla,  and  Arsenical  Solution  j  Arsenica^  and 
other  ointments. 

*^  1832. — Baths  occasionally,  with  Sulphuret  of  Potass.  In  the  summer, 
warm  salt- water  baths  were  useful.    Different  ointments.  * 

'*  1823. — Baths  acidulated  with  Muriatic  Acid  ;  Lotion  Spt.  Yini  and  Mur. 
^ydT• ;  Antimonial  Wine,  twelve  drops  three  times  a>day. 

**  1824. — An  electuary  of  Lac  Sulphuris,  Antim.  Tartar,  and  Conser.  Rosas. 
Solution  of  Mur.  Hyd.  applied  to  the  spots.  The  head  slightly  rubbed  with 
olive-oil  at  night.  Arsenical  Solution,  commencing  with  four  drops  a  dose, 
and  carried  as  far  as  thirteen,  which  produced  some  head-ache. 

^*  1825. — Continued  the  Arsenical  Solution,  and  Muriatic  Acid  in  the  bath. 
In  September,  pills^  Sulphuret.  Antim.  Aurat.  and  Ext.  Cicut. 

"  1826.<— recoclion  of  Sarsaparilla,  Arsenical  Solution,  and  Ungt.  Sulphur. 
&C.  During  this  summer,  the  warm  weather  and  sea-bathing  apparently  re- 
moved the  complaint;  but  during  the  winter  it  returned. 

^*  It  will  be  seen  by  the  preceding,  that  a  variety  of  remedies  were  used  by 
Miss  N — .  The  most  efficient  were  the  Arsenical  Solution,  and  the  Lotion  of 
llie  Muriate  of  Mercury;  the  Decoction  of  Sarsaparilla  also  appeared  to  be 
useful.  The  state  of  the  disease,  however,  was  more  influenced  by  the  season 
than  by  any  remedies.  In  the  summer  it  was  much  improved|  but  duiing 
the  winter  and  spring  it  became  considerably  worse.'* 

I  first  saw  tbia  yooog  hMly  on  the  21st  of  May  of  this  year,  in  company  with 
Dr.  'ii'Cabe  aad  Mr.  Oaskoin.  The  case  was  clearly  one  of  Lepra  Vulgarii, 
eatMdiog  itself  genetally^  over  the  boify  and  limbs,  ^he  was-ordered  the  ^1- 
iMdflgr  medicines  :*<->Bc.  liquor.  Arsenicalis  gtt.  iv.  $  Liquor  Potasss  gtt«  xv.  $ 
AqiNa  fomtan.  5x. ;  Sym^  Papaver;  5^.  fiat  hanst  ter  tn  die  sumendas^*- 
R.  Acid  Acet.  fort,  (vnlgo  Acid  Arom.)  3  j- ;  Aquas  fontan.  5iij.  fiant  guttat : 
this  was  to  be  applied  to  tlie  spots  morning  and  evening ;  and  she  was  di- 
rected to  commence  the  fumigations, — at  first  every  other  day. 

In  the  conrseof  a  fortnight,  the  improvement  was  very  evident:  the>  spots 
on  the  forehead,  temples,  and  about  the  ears,  extending  to  the  cheeks,  had 
become  of  a  dusky  brown  colour,  which  gradually  became  fainter ;  and,  for- 
.ten  days  previously  to  her  leaving  off  the  fumigations,  it  was  difficult  todls^ 
tingnisfa  where  they  bad  been  situated.  This  lady  had  no  occasion  to  interrupt 
the  plan  laid  down  for  her,  and  took  in  all  but  thirty* eight  baths.  She  was 
one  of  those  subjects  that  could  bear  the  administration  of  arsenic  without  the 
distressing  symptoms  frequently  consequent  on  the  use  of  that  medicine.  The 
dose  in  this  case  was  attempted  to  be  increased  to  six  drops  three  times  a- 
day,  but  it  o  ocasioned  some  disturbance  of  the  functions,  and  was  therefore 
not  persevered  in.  The  apphcation,  too,  I  have  frequently  known  to  be  of 
much  use  in  simil  ar  cases ;  but,  as  all  these  remedies  had  been,  under  various 
forraSy  repeatedly  tried  previously  to  the  conjoint  use  of  the  fumigations, 

i^a.  344.— Na.  16,Ne»&rt>«.  SB 
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witlioiita<lvfi)itag<',  J  iMnk  to  the  Iat.tcr  much  i9  to  fee  attrlbiH«<i  in  the  cnfe, 
vrhieh  bas  taken  place  in  less  than  six  weeks,  although  tins  ladjr  baci  com^  to 
liondon,  and  prepared  to  stay  twelve  months  for  that  purpose.  TheTeeiiU  wa& 
T^ry  gratifying  to  the  patient  and  ber  iViends^  particnlarly  when  ttisconsi- 
^rijd  that  she  bad  for  years  been  prevented  from  appearing  in  socieiy.  Or  en- 
tering; juito  the  usual  amusements  of  yoting  Mies^  being  obliged  to  cover  iier 
i^ce  and  arml. 

'  It  only  remains  for  me  to  state  that  1  have  seen  nuHierons  cases,  similar  in 
tlff^iv  nature,  which  did  not  yield  with  po  mo^h  facility.  Whibt  MIsa'  N—  was 
under  progresa  of  cure,  I  had  ano^bier  patient  ^efit  to  me  by  M r.  Bropie,  the 
(laughter  of  a  medical  gentleman,  similarly  affected,  and  here  too  the  disease 
i^^d  existed  about  the  same  number  of  years.  She  began  the  baths  a  few  days 
afk,er  I^iss  N-^,  bat  the  progress  was  slow  when  eorapared  wlUi  the  case  de- 
tailed ;  she  is  now,  however,  rapidly  improving,  apd  I  tbtoX  vrill  be  w?H  in 
Ibreewe^s, 
GrttU  Iliurlborovgh'$tre€t ;  July  tftk^  18S7, 

SURGERY.-  ^ 

Ckite  qf  Cynanohe  Laryngea,  in  whiek  ike  Opfrtttion  af  Bremehotomy  ^oas  tuc; 
cestfully  performed ii^Df.CvhhRU^  of  Edinburgh,  gives  the  following  account 
of  a  case  of  this  kind,  in  the  last  (dumber  of  the  Edinburgh  Med,  and  Surg, 
JfwrmU      .   ' 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  March,  about  ^te  o'clock,  I  witt  requested  to 
f  ^e  the  subject  of  the  foUowiAg  obsenration,  Mary  Bone,  aged  thirty-five,  reild- 
hig  on  the  Castle  Hill.  I  found  her  labouring  under  a  very  severe  affection  of  the 
breathing,  attended  with  longj  and  difficult,  and  rare  inspiration,  during  which 
time  the  muscles  of  the  neck  and  the  alae  nasi  were  called  into  action,  and  die 
blood  was  evidently  sucked  forcibly  ont  of  the  jngnlar  veins ;  expiration  was 
iJM>rt»  but  otherwise  easy ;  tiie  lace  was  very  mirch  flushed,  and  bathed  in 
pHn(pk9tkm%  tihe  eyes  promineaA  and  red;  and  tfa^  wM»  ootintOBance.  ex- 
ppfisiverofithe. utmost  anxiety*  She  had  oocasioaal  paroxysaw.  of  xooghiog 
witbottt  mpe«toi«tioB4  the  pulse  was.at  129,  fnllismd  soft)  tlio  sliin. moist « 
tb^ ^Qks»  «ittered  in  whispers,  oaly..  Sh«  pointed  to  the  tlarynxt.as  tha seat  of 
sawe  iiawy  «iBd««eQtionedtiluitishei^lt.as}i£a.h«fivyrw«i9hlr>ad  be«fi<iaid 
vpAn  Uer.  bf esist-bo«o*  On  pereusiloo*  tho  .whok  o(  the^  chest  soouded  weUl 
by  th^stf!!dio)iOfli>e,  .respinatioA  was  very  fala^y  heardnbat  witli#nt^anjr.<ile*. 

The  patient  lOf^ftadithal^bohid  had  acted  cold  s&nce4h«»»afl«Rth  a^iNo* 
fenibeHf  with  coogh,  :di£«ttlfe  breaithiiig^  and  lexpeqtorAtlon;  lfciaiv<Hcei»  she 
•tld^iybiK^lNld  gradually  losti  sboicoiad  speak  veiy  lH4lein«^^jdjmH^  wear 
tbor^  b^tisoqo  easMy  on  6ne,  tkm,  waxai  .dayfc  All  the  symptoms.  w«r6  3g- 
fiava^d  diiMng  the  nightt*.  Sho>hfwl.notbeenttader:psopermftdi6«i4tieaUlieBt« 
4  lew  daysibelbre  o^  vMit*  sho  partook  |>lealifaUgr  «f  ajmixiore  of  black  beer 
and  wtHskyf  with  a  wiif  to  pfomotOfiSweatiBg;  hot  this  eiaaiatioii  idii.  not 
lafcO;iMjiff«^  aiidMrsymptoaM;W<re^jnnchaggniiMitedby.tbe.dose^  .       i.     ■■ 

On  comparing  the  symptimis  witlh  ibo  hiAtoKy.of  Ibosoaao,!  amSiiinite  «onf 
irinoe4.that  |hep$itient  laboored  n^dar  cynaocho4ui3»gea.in  tb«ohrooicfo«D, 
with  fgreat  obstrnctiop  in  tbe^  rima.|5l.ottidts^  threikteiiing  .s«ffocalieB.  The 
texture  of  ,th^  lungs,  and  the  minute  branches  of  the  broacAd,  I  imagiDedio 
bc^oi^Bdy  OE  nearly  so,  la  oonse^tienoe  of  the  sonorousness.  o£.tiMi  chesty  and 
p.^rfect|y  natural  sound  of  the  breathing,  on  listening  with  thastet^8cope». 

As  the  state  of  the  symptoms  did  not  indiqite  bleediBg^  and  the  history  of 
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,  the  pafteiit'  and,  tier  ttriiigtb  dU  not  keem  fo  admi^  6f  it,  I  cenUnUd  myself 
with  giving  her  a  brisk  purgative  of  compound  powder  of  Jftltlpy  folIoW^d  a} 
the'end  of  anlioar  by  tt  dttioght  of  opinio  and  Setber.  A  larg«  blister  Wal  lip- 
pified  to' the  ftiemnm,  and  the  i^d  wete  bathed  in  warn  watar. 

At  hftlf-past  t^b  x.ii^tliere  wa^  no  improvement  In  the  symptoms ;  the  aMtf^' 
spasmodic  draught  had  given  slighti  but  only  temporary,  rehef ;  and  ttiewo- 
man,  now  for  the  tint  time,  gave  me  reason  to  ftnir  spasm  of  the  glottis,'  by 
fib'formTng  ifte  that  within  the  ?ast  fbrtnight  she  was  oceasionany  quite  tm^yif 
w^fli  n^titfai  respiration,  while  sometimes  her  breathing  becantfe  saddenty 
exceedingly  laborions,  and  continued  so  for  hal/  an  hour  or  an  hbiirttt  aliniic: 

At  one  p.iir:  the  purgative  had  operated  well ;  the  blister  wa»  ■begiunlng*  to 
rise;  Notoniy,  bowev«r,  waa  there  no  anirndment,  bnt  the  symptoms  Were 
even  wor^  than  before.  The  breafhhigv  ^inapiratioa  chiefiy,  waia  very  slow 
and  hiborious,  attended  withmlurastedsing  and  emptyin^^  (of  .flie  jagkUii 
Vems;  tiie  congh  was  freqaent,  still  ndthoot  oxpectoiation ;  and  she  iiow 
complained  of  aente  pnin  of.thc  right  side,  incrensed  on  prcteure  bbtween  the 
Intercostal  ipaoet,  or  by  ftill  inspication.  The  pnlse  was  idO»  amidl  andwcaki 
the  covntenance  flnshad ;  skin  hot  and  dry ;  look  anxious :  indeed^  she  seemed 
on  the  p'olbt*  of  suffocation.  Believing  her  In  the  iitmoU  and  immedlaiie4aBf 
ger,'and  ^bat  there  was  no  time  to  wait  tl|e  resak  of  further  medkiki  treali- 
ment,  and  deeming  bronchotomy  to  be  the  only  chance  of  safety  left,  with' the 
approbation  and  assistnnee  of  my  friend  Dr.Craigie,  I  proceeded  immedlateiy 
to  the  operation.  '  >  •  - 

I  An  incbion^  twolwebes  nnd  almlf  i»leng<l^  beginning  about  the  ailddle''  of 
the  tlPffoid  cartihige,  add  (eiMinallbg  over  Ih^  isthmns  of  the  thyroMi  giand^ 
was  -made  exiMtljr  on  tile  aMdiaa  'line  of  the  neek,  ifarough  -tfae'Sknt  sM  tvpen^ 
^cmtliHehu  Over  the  Uganent  that  «nite»  the  ciiftoid  and  thyroid  cartilages 
anteriorlyy  l«<e«dlly  foond ^beeellataMrintenimee/^blcliaeparalesthe  iMiselei 
of  the  tigbt  IhMn  thoae  -on  the  left  side ;  betwMA  wbiclH  i  diseecled  •dbwtt  H 
«e  crico^tfayreid  nnnibrane.  lEbeUtter  wns  cot  k^nisUodhMliy ;  but^  aa  til* 
incirion  vnis'tooannill  to  admit  the  largeienrvcd  tsbe  geHOMHyemiHoyBd  fly 
Mr.  U8fiM««»d  othtva,  I  enttwgcd  tiui  yronnd  to  a  proper  aiae  by  afitting-  np 
the  lower  tUrd  of  the  thyroid  cartilage,  and  then  succeeded  im  introducing 
ik^  tnbe^  lii  the  0|>evtoihMf'«ni«tMgr of *oon8ideAible<«Be  mu  dtvidod  ;  it  ^ais 
not  1^rge'ettovgh,'bowi0ver»  toadoll^of•»tigalnfO(  <Aa  aeon  us-tfie  lai)p«x  war 
opened; <at i«ai^  iwph«ttei  Uoodf note. tfal%4MMi'ura».Mwkod  ut  by  tbe 
wonnd;  butlockily  it  did  not  annoy  the  patient^  and  I  was  not  fisre«ditO'en»> 
plOyanyartiMalntcanitodtop-ll<'  4lifc  tho Unit  iatrbdagtion of  ttioftirtk,  a 
!fit  <0f  oooglii«gvsapt>ventdfaifndednto»tey  #tait  Miprlne^vitlk  eafectntaAMi 
tlux>vglir«lKo 'cannt»  o^«  tongb  netei»aBtpHre<t  inaeo^  aHgbtl)r  tifeged.fWidi 
UoimK  "The'en|V6CMHHiim.uNafttoti^eBy:  oad  tbo  matOur  cMM  'haidfy  be  os. 
fi^ld^ '•A'tbattV'tfBs  iirde8iHiiy^o.«a«ra«tit^ft»n4fefe  tnbeiliy  A>reops^  an^ 
^otb^almllaraHteMk  3!lie«oa|iraoon^oabttdod%iA«r«Ot  iir«sare,/nid,litMl 
we  had  an^opitMWtiiidlytof  obseHviag  that  teawi^iratiOH.'Waa  lia^  euulav  than 
b«fl0ro;  and4li»iaDaHui«NidJ8lioMtifevy.itUKh  t»ll0^  t  '      ^ 

ifr^  r.'tt.^TM!  lube  IM»  ffealala«d>qnite  Meady  hiita  aitaatioB,  iia#rtMMMr 
-by  the  wotiowW  ewigfaiiig'Of  4lie  patkat.'  fier  state  Is  highly eadifttetaOiy} 
resplratioil  4s  ^uitte'lrde;  edagh  aotfriMfHestv  and  attended  vHfoexpeetoMitlMI 
as  beftre  \  pidBe  1)0^  Ml  bta  toft;*  ei>nateBMKe  of  good  expr^sslott,  'not 
flntlKd^  Msatorsarfittie laodeMrtib;  eomplains «faii^y  of  want^of 'rfeep.'^Aff 
<iody<ie Hfnnigbt ,  with  Am^  di^p#oPib«  sedative  sohitlon- of  oj^ort,  wte'dd* 
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itM^iQ.hBi^kffi  uiiii|fl4itttc]f.}  iMid  a'dmchiR^Q«m|HNi»d<pli«4<w.fof 
mas  dir^ted  toliegiven  in  ^ttM»n»n$.    '  ■  .  ,    -    .   i  :/■      >i'  ^   •    -it 

15th,  ten  a.m.— Has  passed  a  good  nigiit,  with  tranqnil  and  refre9lMii9 
sleep;  cou(^,  «iih>eKp€^t9/«tio%««^ii9eii«:lHU  ih^  l»realtMPgii»iGre«9  pfise 
AQQ» of  g9od. Mreqgtb.  PomMa ia»/^pe^t#d'We)]#-7A^pefll0rai( jn^stlirf^ wilh 
syrnp  of  sqoiUy  to  bf  lak«n  «4yaui«|i9Py4 ;.   >..>>,  t    n       •<>!  •!> 

;^igltt  p.Nk-f-Congjbi  ra^qr  more  tf aiii»l9ffKi|ie  ]^  iQAher  /i|inipt4im9  aft  Milfe; 
pplse  raUif  r  fief  blej  with  dUposiliaB.to^wifat-^^-OcdeM  ti^lNnre^wOMfoiMl^ 
ft  teasppoaCiil  of  ^ijie  and  water;  the  aikod^e(dniii9lii.aii4.p«rgati«eii*ibe 
tplRenatlxeforcu-  ..,,,.  ,v  4-.  .-.  :        .:.:-.  a. 

l/$th,-r<^9otiier  fo«d  nigiit^  reg^piratiyHk.  Q»9liuiiM  .easy.-  SImi'  ba«ilieeii 
tested. tl^ia monwig  withsieikiieffSf aa4  oeeasMMil ..Y^mitaiigf  iiii# qoaipUdito 
of  paip  of  ci^t  ;fide,  iacraased  qm  faU  kui^aliaii  io»ipNaBiir4».-'-Ua.«nii6  to 
1^  stopped ;  .tbe^coiigli  mixture  ti>  be  eootiBnedL;  •  ^    .:   • 

I  Nine  p.m. — Kaaoea  and  Yonitmg  Jtare  ealinelgr  eaasei^'  bat  Hie  paam  oCaide 
H  aggravated. .  The  right  Mde^  at  its  lower  part^  «ouDd«  .rather  ifciU  #i»  per^ 
catslen,  and  the  breathing  eaa  hardly  be  heud  wttblhestethoacopc  ;  coogh 
efCMiOQidly  severe;  eapecteratien  very:  viscid,  and  ean-with  «lifficaltf  be 
ramoYed  from  the  tobe;  palac  160,  fbU;  heat  of  soriaee  coiMidefmble^^Te 
have  a^doMB  leeches  to  the  side,  and  a  poeltice  apptied;  anodyne  dnuigbt 
aadpergalive  to  be  repeated ;  squill  rotitare  to  be  stopped* 
, .  i7th«'^liieeches  bled*  well^  and  pain  of  side  greatly  rdleved;  lespmtioa 
free ;  oeegh  moderate* 

Fer  the  next  week,  the  sympeoms  eoo tinned  to  improve.  The  respiration 
gradually  became  more  free,  the  cough  less  freqnent,  and  the  expe^Hmti^n 
more  and  more  traniparent*  and  ao  viscid,  that  the  tube  semetimea  became 
marlgr  eJikstrooied  by  it.  The  pain  of  the  side  gradually  abated  $  the  eotioroifs- 
lieia  of  the  chest  returned ;  respiration  was  sgain  heard ;  and  the  pulse  suixlc 
to  its  natural  standards  A  moderate  quantity  of  fbod  was  altowed-;  the  ps» 
lienC  gradually  regained  her  strength,  and  described  htrsetfai  ^ee  ofxom- 
phiintef  any  liind.  The  presence,  of  the  tulM  gave  no'  anneyaaee  or  pain. 
The  edges  ef  the  incision*  grasnlatedy  and  yielded  a  natural,  purulent^  and 
asedcrate  dischai^e. 

t  With  regard  to  the  voice,  I  may  remark  that,  after  the  operatteti,  she  could 
Bot  asake  herself  undeiHood  as  long  as  the  tube  was  left  open;  whefi  she 
placed  her  fiager  on  the  toootfi  of  jt,  she  was  then  able  to  speak  distinctly,  hut 
iBwhispem  only. 

.  Tbefoirti  ent  remained  ftntbe  states  above  .described  iHi  about  #be  fOMi  of  tlie 
month,  a^ioll  fortnight  after  the 'operation,  wheu'the  voice  havitig-  beeomie 
atHsnger,  andaoeoughordifflcidty  of  breathibg  remaiuiug,  1  wilhdlrew  the 
tube.  The  wound  kept  open,  and  the  patient  breathed  Oureugh  it  H^b  great 
edse  «nd  trmiquilUly.  lu  a  day  or  two  afterwards  I  brought  the .  edges  toge- 
ther, and  .covered  the  wh(^  with  adhesive  strap  and  bandage,  so  that  the 
patient  now  had  the  use  of  the  larynx  restored.  'Hiis  stoppage  of  the  wound, 
and  restoration  of  the  Uatural  passage,  were  very  well  faorae,  and  it  then  he* 
came  my  object  to  heal  the  opening  as  quickly  as  possible  by  the  application 
*f  suHuble  dressings..  In  a  short  time  the  whole  .wound  was  filled  witii  granu- 
lations, but  no  contraction  of  them  took  place,  so  that,  there  existed  during 
aoeriain  period  a  Ime  or  fissure  as  it  were,  through  which  the  probe  could 
easily  be  introdoced  into  the  larynx.  I'bis  fissure,  however,  did  not  serve  for 
the  introduction  of  air  from  without ;  and  it  was  only  during  a  fit  of  cougbiog 
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or 'in  i  4mnpii^<i*alt«llipt  «o  8f»««k,  Hmt  n  tmall  pottioti  of  air  escaped  from 
the  trachea,  with  a  distinct  crepttiisy  infficiftM  of  the  difiicolty  it  had  Co 

p«M-.    •    '■    - 

< -'Sy  the  appllcatiim  of  tlie  stilphato^  copper  twice  or  thrice,  tke'  contM^ 
Iliiy^tbeframdlMiiins^WBBcmiipMted,  aiidthe  woond  was  perfectly  healed 
on  the  20th  of  April,  about  leven  weeks  from  iSa/t  date  of  the  operational. 

•Oik'reiecCbig<owtt«etilMory  oftheabore  cine,  I  am  qnite  Mtlslied  that  the 
•p«mikm  was  eaMed  for  by  the  state  of  the  dtsease*  and  that  I  had  a  right  t4 
tilpact^isiiosvisM  iawwiftoui  Hie  afeefion  behig  confined  to  the  larynx.  I 
was  inclined  to  think  the  absence  of  expectoration  a  Ycry  favoaralvle  symptom, 
ftMhalbllMHng  i«asont*-**lti  MPverri'of^e  cases  in  wMch  I  have  seen  bfon- 
choftiniyjpci  toi  niwiy  tkere  was  prtfi—rty  a  copioos  expectoration,  which  im* 
Biediately  ^after^boeaaw:  difficirit,  and  sometiaMS  entirely  suppressed,  ie  spitft 
of  great  efforts  to  congh  on  the  part  of  the  patient.  Bol,  indeed^  as  soon  as 
an  •peiKB^isaiade  into  the  traebta,  tbe  patient  can  no  longer  coagb,  and  of 
GiHifsehe'can  hasdly  expeotorala.  Conghiog  is  a  conpoimd  action ;  tlia4irst 
pirt  of  it  conaista  of  a  IMi  inspteation,  followed  by  the  sironf  action  of  the 
irpnttaictoff  fldascles  of  the  glottis,  whicb  the'  expiatory  moscles  attempt  to 
force.  Hie  second  part  consists  of  tbe  sadden  relaxation  of  Ibe  nnsdes  of 
Ilia  ghrttis  eotncidipg  with  a  violent  eapiration,  daring  wkieh,  and  by  roeani 
of  which,  mucns,  pn*,  or  other  matters  in  tbe  windpipe  and  hnnichi  are  brooglit 
ap  by  coaghing.  But,  as  soon  as  an  opening  has  been  made  below  the  riam 
glottidUf  thte  action  of  the  constrictor  muscles  cannot  take  place,  and  there- 
fem.tbeto^ifatory  asnsoies  caouot  acquire  snfficiant  force  by  acting  agafaist 
yHli<» antagonists;  so  that,  in  sudi  circnmstanoes,  the  patient  cannot  congh ,*^ 
1)^  can  only  empire,  and  produce  a  current  of  air  too  weak  for  the  purposes  of 
expac.toration.  Hence  it  is  Ibat  expectoration  becomes  sometimes^  sa  difllcoll 
9[fter  broiicliotomy ;  hevoe  it  it  that  the  entrance  of  a  small  quantity  of  blood 
i^  soq^etinpea  fatal.  The  patient  cannot  get  rid  of  the  mucns  or  btood,  be* 
<^se. lie  cannot  cough;  ha  can  only  expire.  I  remember  to  have  seen 
hroo^rholomy. performed  on  a  stout  and  vigorous  young  man,  threatened  with 
JQU^e^iaj^  suffocation  from  an  affection  of  the  larynx.  Pi eviOlis  to  the  opera- 
tion he  could  expectorate,  though  with  some  difficulty ;  but  still  he  brought 
n^  a^jfic^Qt  quantity*  As  soon  as  the.  opening  was  made,  the  expectoration 
l^awOfPincb  more  laborious;  the  sputa  were  brought  up  by  expiration^ 
a^  t|)atjWitbso  litjtle  force  as  to  be  hardly  driven  through  tbe  cannla.  In  a 
few  minutes  he  died  suffocated ;  and  after  death  we  found,  filling  (he  linohcn 
^r.  al^Qutaii  jipch,  a  small  quantity  of  coagulated  blood,  wbieb,  in  its  fluid  statOi 
j|iiA^d.)ia«e  been,  easily  expelled,  had  tbe  patient  been  able  to  congh. 
.  H^nca  it  ,is  .that  I  considfsr  the  absence  of  expectoration  a  favourable 
f  JWHM  ^th  because  there  will  be  no  risk  of  suppressing  its  expnlnon  by 
th^  9pmiing,  an<|  because  it  indicates  the  absence  of  inflammation  of  the 
broiic|ii*  In  the  case  of  Mrs.  Bone,  expectoration  occurred  immadiata]^ 
aO/er  the  operation  ^  whicb|  I  conceive,  depended  on  tbe  glottis  being  so  te 
contracted,  that  a  quantity  of  air  sufficient  for  a  forcible  expiration  could 
pot  be  taken  in ;  but,  when  the  canula  was  introduced,  then  the  inspirator]^ 
psijfi  of  the  process  became  complete,  and  tbe  expiratory  difficult  on  aooount 
of  the  want  of  tbe  glottis,  tlie  invariable  effect  of  tbe  new  opening  below* 
..  On  the  whole,  then,  I  have  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  issue  of  this  case, 
and  recpmmend  it  to  the  notice  of  the  Society,  as  illustrating  some  pofnts  of 
i^pf|fiMM>ce  in  deciding  the  question  as  to  operating. 
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Case  ofCymmtki  Lmyiigmj  imwkkk  ike,  OpefUok  tf  Tr^fikettt&my  uns  (ier/tfrmtd. 
On  the  10th  tof  March,  1885,  (siya  Mr.'WHitB^  in  the  pwbUHUo$pital  l^eports,) 
I  was  caHed  (o  see  John  Duff,  cabinet-maker,  thirty-three  years  of  age,  a  thip 
delicate  looking  man.  Ho  wba  fitting  i^in  bed,  bent  forwarda,  and  labonring' 
mider  the  following  symptomait-- ijis  ^Deatbmg  ^ras  hard  anfd  hlsung;  b^  |Mid' 
constant  fits  of  snflfbca(iT6  congfaing,  and  expectorated  Witii  difllbiitiJF  soW 
mnciu.    Piilse  130;  tongue  foal:  lie  referred  to  jEhe  region  of  i\i».Vitynx  as 
the ■  principal  seat  of  .bia  uneasiness;  he  eonld  not^bear  much  preasure  djuili' 
the  part;  there  was  no  external 'swelling;  the  fauces  were  redder  thjln  n^tii- 
ral,  and  slightly  oed^matoua,  "and  there  was  no  appearance  of  uiceratu^BJ^ 
■either  was  deglutitioiiimpeded^    Tbe  aeconnt  which  this  petieiiC  gkVe  waa^ 
that  he  had  hitely  sustained  a  severe  attack  pf  fe?er,  wfaicb  wai  followed  h^ 
hoarseness,  accompanied  wtthaabard  dry  cough  and  aorene^  of  faia  thMi^i';[ 
and,  having  incaotiotutTy  exposed  himself  to  cpfd,  tliese  aympttnns  ^dpai(jr^ 
increased,  when  he  became  alarmetl  and  sent  for  me.    I  ordered  him  to  be' 
bled  from  the  arm,  to  take  a  atroog  purgative  withoat  delay,  to  InhalewaDtta 
vapour,  Sue,  and  one  of  the  fbllowing  pills  every  fourtlrhonr:  R;  Sabmi|Tfiatb 
Hydrargyri  gf.  xxiV.)  Pnlv.  Antlmonfalia  gr.  xvi. ;   Ralv.  ^^0cac  ^  i^^' 
Conserv.  Rosffi  q.  a.  ft.  pil.  xij.  ■  .     .»      •.  -  s^ 

The  next  morning;  llth  March,  he  did  not  appear  better,  btiviog  t^^t^ii' 
very  uneasy  night,  with  frequent  attacka  of  coughing  and  dyaptaiKa.-^9Iedf^^ 
cinea  ordered  to  be  continued* 

On  the  l«tb /eight  o'clock  a.m.  he  was  evidently  worse ;  ao  ttUqh  «o,  that, 
if  I  could  have  obtained  hta  conaent  to  perform  tracheotomy,  I^ahonfd  htiy^' 
felt  myself  jaslified  in  proceeding  without  delay  to  the  operation.--I  drd^r^ 
leechee  to  be  applied  to  the  fairynx,  a  large  blister  over.the  ateroum,  «nd  Itis 
pAla  to  be  continued, 

idth.— All  hia  symptoma  were  angmented,  and  his  vHfe  inform^  ine*(iW 
he  was  now  unable  to  apeak)  that  she  apprehended  his  betog  snifoeaitfed  aeve- 
ral  times  during  the  night.    The  mercury  had  touched  lus  month  already ;  fki, ' 
under  these  circumstancea,  I  gave  up  all  hope  of  relief  from  further  medical 
treatment,  and^  at  eleven  o'clock  p.m.,  finding  hia  sitnation  ao  alarming,  1 
proceeded  to  the  operation,  asaiated  by  Meaars.  H.  Carmichael  and  T.  Rone^r.^ 
Having  made  tbe  external  inciaion  of  aufficient  lengtli^  and  cut  through  th^ . 
haciti  I  came  down  on  the  nmsclea,  and,  on  aeparating  the  edgea  of  ifaeatemo-  ^ 
thyroid  muscle,  the  two  thyroid  veina  vrere  expoaed,  together  with  a  conside- 
rable arterial  branch,  the  p61aation  of  which  waa  (juite  perceptible,  tlirecttng 
its  course  npwardatowarda  the  crosa  aKp  of  the  thyroid  gland.  Having  preaaed 
aaide  the  artery  and  orhe  of  the  veins  vHtkmyHnger  a  little  to  the  i^^{bt,^llien 
cleared  a ws^  aoUe  cellular  membrane,  and  laid  bare' the  trabheai. '  1^  Ifhl^pN' 
poinfted' blaHDUiy  1>dftg  Intr-odnced  betlii^en  tw6ofita  ringa,  ttutf'AMIf 
npWardi  ^ont  half  an  inch  in  length,  when  the  eir  escaped  vritb  cottAderalbM 
Ibi^ce^  and  niuch  mucfo- purulent  inatter  waa  expelled.    Tiadidg  ii  m^Pe'diVf-^ 
aion  of  th^  part  n6t>uffi^ent  to  allbw  a  fifeei  diachafge  of  the  ^fettwrahit^ 
fluid;  which  waa  of  a  Visdid  rOpy  tmtiire,  I  cut  off  lateral  ^lij^s  of  ihe'cai^lii^ 
wltii^  leaving  ample  apace,  the  patient  breathed  With  freedom  and  expect 
rated  large  quantities  of  mucus.    I  attempted  to  introduce  a  aflver  eantilit 
into  th^  wonnci,  but  the  irritation,  from  the  necessity  of  contfaiuany  vHthdrtivr- ' 
ingand  replacing  the  instrument,  in  order  to  carry  off  tile  mucus  rafiftflj^coi* 
te<;ting  tfbout  the  mouth  bf  the  aperture,  at  length  compelled  me  to  i^Aandoll 
the  uaeof  the  tube.    In  fiiet,  aa  the  parts  lay  sufficiehtly^bpen,  I  deMdiifeVf 
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i^t,tki^,iilteHere,^/fnrtbpr^  i^t  le^st  ,(oi:  Iba jpymmiL    Hi^ inpiirpyeipant  w^ 
QO^  in4>f^.eyidei)^  ^pd  It  Was 'gititifyii)g  tp  witoew  bb  fad^en  roUef  Oroin. 
Wj^nHTng'spffocatibn.   .^  qarefiil  pppii  was  left  lyil;!^  hio)  to  wipe  away  the^ 
dUcfiai'ge.i^'bich  QccasiopaUy.olxstnic.ted  th(»^iQii^iQP^i)V)8>  ca^i&i^g  temporarj^ 
(jiisiires^  and  di^cnlt  t^eathin^. 

The.p,$tieut  \a4  intervals  pf  ^eep,  disturbed  bj, occasional  efforts  ^o.get  up 
tb^  ^r^kCbeal  Qpd :  ip  every  qtbet  r^pect  b^  was  as  .iivel)  m  o«^  most^sanguine 
wisbes  ^ould  have  anUcipated. 

TjQ,give  A  mbiute  detail  of  tl^e  di^er^ntsyn^ptoms  wbicb  occurred  from  day 
to  ^Js  yfwH  ocQupy  too  much  space ;  I.sball^  tbereforci,  coniiue  myself  to 
fioticing  ope  or  two  of  the  more  distinguishing  fe%tur^s,  of  tbi^  fuccessful  case. 

A  Aevereptyalismset  in,  whicb  reduced  him  muciiu  In  i^bont  six  days  after 
the  operation,  the  external  wound  began  to  granulate  and  close :  I  therefore 
<nt  avay  the  granulationff,  wl.was  enabled  to  introduce  a  leaden  canola, 
«hiclLhe.DDW.bore  mithout  any.  unieaAiness,  and  from  which  he  seemed  to  de- 
five  coouderable  relief*.  }{«  roa4e  several  attempts  tp  breathe  through  tlie 
g^ttis^  i>Vt  to  iK»  effect»,  w.d»  on  the  t4tbof  April^  bis  former  symptoms  re- 
tMB«d,  .and  became  AO^nrgeut  that  I  was  o.bli|^  to  enlarge  the  opening*  I^ 
Itodi introduced  an  ivory  canula  of  a  conical  shapQ»  and  slight^  cnrved,  whicb 
^l^^l  ifp  the  entire  opening,  but  was  only  admitted  so  far  as  to  lie  in  contact 
witli4iie  edges  of  the  tracheal  aperture.  This  iiistrument  lias  answered  so 
well  that  the  patieni  wears  it  at  present  attached  to  a  leathern  stock,  which 
h^Jbnckles  behind  his  neck,  and  is  sntficient  to  keep  tbe  tube  in  its  proper 
sitnaj^ioiw  It  is  occasionaUjr  taken  out^  in  order  to  wipe  away  the  mncna 
nKbicb  gathers  about  it.    .     . 

U  is  BOW  two  years  since  the  operation  was  performed,  and  the  patient, 
whom  I  saw  this  day  (March  17th),  lias  during  that  time  worn  the  tube  with- 
out any  inconvenience,  or  being  in  the  least  prevented  from  working  at  his 
trade.  The  sides  of  the  opening,  which  is  of  an  oval  shape,  and  one  inch  in 
depth  to  the  trachea,  are  perfectly  healed,  smooth)  and  covered  with  a  thin 
cuticle.  The  rima  glottidis  still  remains  closed,  yet  not  to  much  so  but  to 
yield  to  slight  expiration,  while  he  is  incapable  of  performing  the  act  of  inspi- 
ration through  the  glottis;  or  of  speaking,  without  closing  the  aperture  of  the 
canula  with  liis  finger.  On  examiuing  the  fauces,  tlie  epiglottis  appears 
tbickened  and  standing  erect.  The  artery,  which  was  met  with  in  the  opera- 
tion, situated  on  the  anterior  surface  of  tiie  trachea,  cati  be  plainly  felt  at  the 
inferior  |)art  of  the  opening. 

.  >  *        it 

^IJl^wr^  qf.  ikt  AsrUria  Hiaca  Communis^  <U  Ub  Origin, — Professor  Mott, 

o^.HpTft  yorlf^  (fays  the  editor  of  the  Philadelphia  Journalf)  has  recently 

p^^^p^4  .th)s  opj^ration  for  the  cure  of  aneurism,  whicb,   although  but 

Qf,.te^  ^ay^'  siding,   occupied   the  wbple  extent   of  the  vessel,  from 

pil^.  the  ligament  of  Poupart  to  some  distance  above  the  origiu  of  the 

intecpal  ^Ji^c  artery.    The  tumor  was  of  large  size,  protruding  tlie  belly  con* 

8i4«^bly  at  the  iliac  region;  the  patient  suffered  excruciating  pain,  which 

ai^eaced  to  increase  as  the  tumor  enlarged.    Dr.  Mott's  incision  extended 

frpfu^tbe  external  abdominal  ring  to  one  or  two  inches  above  the  crest  of  the 

iii^m^ /dividing  the  tendon  of  the  external  oblique,  and  cutting  through  part  of 

the^  origins  of  the  internal  oblique  and  transversalis.    He  then  cautiously 

raised  the  peritoneum  with  his  fingers,  and  succeeded  in  detaching  it  entirely 

from  tbfi  tumor  and  vessels,  without  doing  it  the  slightest  injury. 


372  COLlJ|CTAllKA« 

Tbe  amry  was  tben  enMfawd,  m4  the  mma^m^  ^Htnuton  •»>  ft««d  to 
OMM  at  aliont  half -tlie  ifiatanse  bttiwMii  te  htfbrcaitHiii  of  tk^  «orta.«ii4  Hks 
•rigm  laf  the  mterpal  iliac  branches.  The  Ji|>|itare  was  vaMed  fi;«i«  the-  «at- 
iMe  af  the  vassal,  by  «h«  ai4  af  tha  ezoeBoBt  iastr|ui|<pit  re^ifP^m^mM  ky 
Drs.  PaiM  and  Hewso%  timrtiviiymMip^  Ih^  AMac  j^cia.  •.  X9^  BWtjpH9i4ttat' 
*iha  hitetfilim  noAemA  «fau  part  ^f  tho  apat atiaa  the  oiofkt  di&snk.  AfU^^ikf. 
ligatore  was  f  aasad  •avoand  thevaiscly  Ibe  woaodwas  bel<|~apao  iajsqch^a 
mamief  as  to  allow  the  aiedtcal  geetleniea  present  to  see^  awl  sati«^y  them- 
tfeffetref  the  etaetsltaatiaii  of  tfaehgtttnoey  wbtflb  was  just  below  th»  hiteea- 
tieii  of  ihe  aorta  iato  thepriBuliveiliaca,««ii  oa  the.  side  of  the  (Micro-verliahfal 
^omoiitory.  The  lij^atave  was  thesi  drawn  tight  aad  aeenred,  tha  ffukBatrnm  of 
fte  tumor  ceased ,  Its  sise  was  nmch  diounisbadi  and  the  patient  waa  reUeiPed 
Ihnii  the  agonising  pain,  pfeviously  nnremitting. 

The  wound  was  lightly  dressed,  and  the  pattest  put  to  itsd:  .the  Um^  ef  the 
side  operated  on  was  cold,  as  might  be  anticipated;  it  was  wrapped  in  cotton, 
and  covered  np,  to  preserve  the  tediperatore,  until  the  circulation  should  be 
restored.  To  tlie  great  swrprise  and  gratificatioQ  of  the^  swgaon^  in  little 
more  than  an  boor  after  the  operation,  ihecirciilatiott  and  tempeivtare  w^e 
entirely  restored^  and  all  fear  retpeettog  the  sapply  of  blood  to  thor  linb 
effeetoally  dissipated. 

No  nntoward  circanwtanee  has  siuee  ocenrred,  now-  nearly  a  months /mb^^ 
^oent  10  the  Kgatnre  of  the  artery*  The  patient  has  complained  of  no  incon- 
yeillenoe,  but  tha  pecnUar  sensation  of  fntettis  or  tensioa.  im  the  limb,  as  if  the 
amailvesseb  had  jiot  yet  heeosne  acenstemed  to  their  n«w  af^ce  in  siistaiiiing 
the  great  mass  of  the  circulation  for  the  rapport  of  the-  member.  We  l^eartijy 
njoice  at  the  snccessful  result  of  this  case,  for  the  sake  of  our  fellow  crealUires, 
the  chancier  of  the  profession^  and  the  reputation  of  Professor  Mott»  who  is 
not  more  distjngnishfd  lor  admirable  skill  in  operating  and  the  success  of  his 
praeiieey  than  for  those  qualities  of  head  and  heart  which  end^fir  lum  to  such 
as  are  under  the  necessity  of  submitiiog  to  tlie  last  and  ^r^adful  resort  of 
aargeiy,  the 


Op«raf{o«/or  the  Cure  nf  Abscen  hi  the  CheH.^We  had  the  scvtis&etiou  ^aays 
the  writer  last  quoted)  of  witnessing  a  very  interesting  and saeoessfti*  operation 
a  few  weeks  since,  performed  by  Dr.  Mott,  in  the  presmceof  On.  Vaadcherg 
and  Proudfbot,  for  the  cure  of  an  abscess  of  the  chest.  The  patient  Was  a. very 
interesting  girl,  about  sixteen,  who  had  ^ome  Ume  before  eniBhred  from  an. at- 
tack  of  pleurisy,  which,  for  want  of  proper  depletion,  had  been  followed  by  the 
formation  of  matter  in  the  chest.  The  sternum  at  length  became  affected,  and 
caries  ensued,  forming  iln  opening  through  this  hone/ near  the  attachment  of  the 
third  riby  though  rather  above  it,  whence  matter  was  discharged  in  variable 
quantities.    The  effects  of  tliis  suppuration  were  becoming  very  serious,  and 
the  life  of  the  girl  must  evidently  have  sunk  under  the  malady.  She  was  sent  to 
New  York  for  the  purpose  of  being  relieved  by  an  operation,  c^oald  it  he 
deemed  practicable  to  operate  with  advantage.    A  steel  8omid,wheB  pehied 
throngh  the  opening  in  the  sternum,  coufd  be  introduced  obliquely  downwards 
as  far  as  an  inch  or  more,  posterior  to  the  jmietlon  between  tUe'eixth'rih  and 
its  cartilage,  and,  judging  by  tiie  sensation,  the  infhtior  part  of'tiie 'sinaswhs 
directly  against  this  rib.    l>r.  Mott  then  made  an  Inei^on- nader  the  left 
breast  for  three  or  four  inches,  kiyikig  bare  the  tib,'  whitih  tlM  gave  a  iMTe 
distinct  inthnatioh  of  tlie  extremity  of  tb^  abscess  v/faeii  th^' sbnnd'wat^  lem- 
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MAtfifli^lfM^ift^ttamii^/  iNrtiife  |4t«nr«ppeM«ito  be  aMered^  or  •'««b^ 

'jBM>M§f^«eeiit-^«IMf  cl<^iMd*r«8Mt;iif  «lrtakRi%a  4€i|^endettt  o|peiiili^  lo  Hw 

^MNfeaiy  lie aifw^d  'tm^  t«iane«t«rf(M«tlNr'«f  Hw  tihr;  tiieii,  csitiii^4:l|riHif|i 

iAe"MoH)id'«^)ctfir^  klbme  tacMtiMiBtl'IbrkfMtrthelbatoth  of  to  iiMlk,  Im  laM 

M»«' tW*  tftttfttnlHy  of  «he  k««<l4  iiittodivdl  thrta^lb*  staffBUi. 

•- l^oti^  tirii  MeH9M>pMtiif* Itit  tosnd  etwlA  be  wtiedneed  near^  bovk^ 

<<%  t^^iiWl  tlitt>pftte,y>**Pg<<'«'  ■<>«  peticaMiem  and  facMrt*  Tkegiea^eit 

qtiwuttybfubrtftt" >fl»#»d-flti  IMi  patt  of  tbe  eboil.    Adhenonhad  a^fffh 

f^tfy  «ifteii>Mb«bMWb«i  tbe  phwra*  peheoiialiB  and  eo«talii  throai^ttt  Ibe 

'^eM,  be^nd^N  ttnvltt  oftbeaa  naoatt;    By  tbta  eptratioii  a  beautifal  aa^ 

estimable  young  woman  has  been  lertored  tobealtb  and  society^wbo  otberwvie 

fbutft  Hate  1fBg«y«idYor  a  ttme  hi  bppcAeiranbaiiUi,  and  tottk  into  au  unthnely 

ttave.  - 

'  <^p«f off  Mi  /iM!  Jt«H»iaMMbbMf  #r  ite  &rc<*r«.^Dr.  Davib  L«  RoaBAa*  ^f 
K«W  Ydrk;batflreceDtly  operated  iHthcomplate  success  opoii  a  pfi^ieot  in  tbe 
IbDor^ibg  coildHloat->^ifl  edn0e<)uefliee  of  a  protouged  goaerrbtta».a  geBtUmaa, 
aged  forty-five,  was  afflicted  with  namerons  strictiireSy. which  at  leogih  e«- 
^tity  prevented  the'flow  of>srhie,  and  rendered  it  impossible  to  iatDodace  a 
tiatfieter. '  Dr.  R.  made  an  indsioii  throagb  the  periiKmii,  two  iacbo*  in 
len^ft,  down  to  tbe  baVb  of  the  erethni)  whieh\vas  foaqd  to  be  very  maflh 
'i^Oiltraeteff,  ^nd  fl'em  the  posterior  part  of  the  bulb  througboalt  tbe  whole  qf 

'  ibe  'membranous  portion  to  the  prostate  gbind,  the  urethra  was  so  arodi  changed 
in  character  aft  to  resemble  a  small  eord,  its  cavitf  belng-too  small  te  allow  of 
die  !ntroductioh  even  of  the  finest'  probe.  A  straight  sound  was  tbea  pasMd 
through  the  anterior  part  of  tbe  nrethra,  and  the  strietarea  above  the  bulb 
forced;  'the  end  of  the^  stafTwas  then  cut  open,  the  remainder  of  the  tal^e 

'  being  ibipervlodSy  as  before  mentioned.  A  punctaVe  was  made  into  tbe  ote- 
thra  near  the  prostate,  for  the  evacuation  of  the  urine.  Tbe  poitiop  of  Ibe 
urethra  between  the  end  of  the  staff  add  this  puncture,  about  two  inches  in 
ieeigth,  was  hid  open,  and  a  catheter  passed  into  the  bladder.  The  edges  of 
tbe  wound  were  then  brought  together  over  tlie  cathcter,i  and  secured.  The 
isatheter  was  kept  in  the  bladder  for  three  weeks ;  it  was  withdrawn  on  the 
6th  of  April :  tbe  patient  continues  entirely  well,  and  to  all  appearance  tbe 
•p^ration  has  been  completely  snccessful.    {Philadelphia  Journal.) 


INTELLIGENCE, 


MONTHLY  REPORT  OF  PREVALENT  DISEASES. 
The  last  month  has  not  been  remarkable  for  any  peculiarrty  of  disease,  of 
sufficient  interest  to  b<t  recorded. 


C^lfffe  iif  PhysieloM.'^Js  our  last  Number,  we  gave  insertion  to  a  letter 
fiom  ^'  A  Licentiate,"  in  which  he  strongly  urges  tbe  imprudence  of  tbe  College 
4^  Physicians,  in  interfering  with  Dr.  Harrison.  We  have  already  (Number 
I^MT  Jiily)  detailed  our  reasons  for  thinking,  on  tbe  contrary,  that  the  College 
were  imperatively  called  upon  to  take  foine  steps  in  the  bnsine&s ;  and  we  sliall 
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now  onljr  remark— that  tbe  gauntlet  baving  beei^  thrown  iowu  to  (ben^in  the 
most  taanting  manner,  before  the  profession  and  thepubtiCi  tq  decliflie^tbe 
contest  would  be  attributed — not  to  dignified  indiffermicey  but  to  pusillaDimityy 
or  to  the  consciousness  of  having  assumed  a  jurisdiction  in  whicl^  tfi^  are  nofc 
borne  out  by  their  Charter,  .  > 

It  was  our  intention  to  have  commented  on  the  letter  of  oi^r  corr<»pon4p»t, 
whose  principal  object  seems  tohav«  been  to  #ssaade  ttie  Collegofrom  intf^T'* 
feciug;  but,  from  the  Correspondence  between  the  Ce|isoi«  and  Dr.  Harriapn, 
whicli  we  now  publish,  it  appeara  that  tlie  matter  has  gone  tooiar  to  udmit.of 
th^  College  following  the  liicentiate's  advice,  e^ten  should  they  beao  disposed* 

The  College  having  '<  admonished"  Dr.  Harrison,  they  are  j^us^d,  Juti  Jiuticei 
to.themselvesy  and  for  the  sake  of  consifteney*  to^prosecnto — if  hefomtyttm 
to  practisff  and  if  they  obtain  legal  evidence  of  his  doing  so :  otherwise,  it  won^ 
indeed  reduce  their  admonition  to.  what  Di:.  Harrison  insinuates  it  is — a  mera 
Brutum  fulmen* 

In  our  view  of  the  case,  however,.  botlL. the  above  conditions  are  requisite 
to  enable  the  College  to  bring  the  matter  to  issue ;  and  it  is  proper  to  keep 
this  in  mind.  Suppose  the  College  could  prove  that  Dr.  Harrison  had  practised 
anteriorly  to  his  being  served  with  a  notice  to  desist  from  doing  so,  we  apprehend 
that  they  conld  not  found  an  action  thereon.  Suppose,  again,  that  Dr.  Harrison^ 
should  continue  to  practise,  yet,  uule&s  legal  evidence  could  be  obtained  of 
the  fact,  the  power  of  tlie  College  would  still  be  unavailing,  'llils  evidence, 
we  believe  to  consist  in  prescriptions  signed  with  the  initials  of  the  physician^ 
—at  least,  this  is  the  kind  of  evidence  which  has  been  used  on  former  occa- 
sions. Now,  as  it  is  obvious  that  any  one  who  is  desirous  of  so  doing  can 
prevent  the  possibility  of  such  testimony  against  him,  so  the  College  may  be 
unable  to  bring  the  question,  wliich  now  excites  so  much  interest,  to  the  de^ 
cision  of  a  Court  of  Law,  without  either  their  wanting  the  will  to  do  so,  or  the 
authority  of  their  Charter  being  invalidated.  Failure  from  the  absence  of 
sufficient  proof,  is  very  different  from  failure,  because  there  is  no  penalty  at- 
tached to  the  offence  when  proved. 

In  making  these  remarks,  we  would  by  no  means  wish  it  to  be  supposed 
that  we  take  on  ourselves  the  office  of  advocates  for  the  College  of  Physicians : 
but,  perceiving  that  there  is  much  misapprehension  on  the  subject,  we  think 
it  right  to  state  what  appears  to  us  to  be  the  fair  view  of  the  case,  believing, 
as  we  do,  that,  according  to  the  Charter  of  Henry  the  Vllltb,  confirmed  by 
Parliament,*  the  College  of  Physicians  have  the  power  to  levy  a  fine  of  52.. 
per  montii  on  every  physician  who  shall  continue  to  practiae  in  Londoii'  and 
its  vieiuity  after  be  has  been  admonished  to  desist, — provided  they  can.  bfing 
evidcnos  of  his  doing  so. 

TlMH-e^k  another  poittt  likewise  on  which  we  beg  not  to  bemisiinderstood. 
Inialhidiig  to  the  lacility  with  which  the  necessary  evidence  can  be  wttMieti^ 
we  do  not  mean- to  iosimmte  that  Dr.  Harrison  has  any  intention  of  adopting* 
this  mbtcriuge  t  indeed,  he  has  declared  his  earnest  desire  **  to  come  at  once  to 
the  points  at  issue  ;**  and,  to  throw  any  difficulties  in  the  way  of  evidence  that 
he  does  netnally  practise,  would  not  only  prevent  this,  but  at  the  same  time 
reduce  aH  that  he  has  done  to  mere  vapouring  and  bravado.  Let  Dr.  Harrison 
put  the  College  in  possession  of  the  requisite  evidence  as  to  the  fuel  of 
practising,  and  then  it  will  only  remain  to  decide  the  question  as  to  the  right 
of  doing  so. 

r         *  The  Charter  of  King  James  was  not  eonfirmed  by  -Pariiament. 
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Wft  hAve  heard  it  remarked,  tbat  4l^r.  Harrison,  unlike  other  physiciaiis, 
Biroided  spotting  his  name  apon  his  door,  and  this  many  have  supposed  to 
proceed  from  fear  of  the  College;  since  these  discussions  began,  however,  we 
perceive  that  the  grounds  of  such  an  idea  have  been  removed,  and: Docroit 
Harbison  now  appears  at  fall  length.  This  looks  as  if  he  were'anxioas  to 
MM.tsay  thing  tiiat  can  be  construed  into  evasion  ;  we  therefore  anttcipiitd 
that  he  will  adopt  the  hint  which  we  have  thrown  out,  and  thus  contince  the 
prefesfiion  that  he  is  in  earnest.  It  would  then  certainly  not  be  his£ndt  if  the 
Celiage  de^in^d  briagkig  the  matter  to  issoe :  bat,  as  the  Censors  state  that 
'Mtwill  be  the  duty  of  the  said  College  to  proceed*'  against  him,  we  have' no 
doubt  that  the  question  woidd  immediately  be  brought  to  tlitt  decision  of  a 
Court  6f  Law ;  an  object  which  Dr.  Harreon  professes  himself  so  anxious  to 
obfldil. 
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'  No.  i; 
Copy  of  the  CENS0RS*^rsi  Communication  to  Dr«  Harrison.  . 

July  6thf  i^n. 
We,  the  Censors  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  London,  having  received 
information  that  you  are  practising  physic  within  the  city  of  Loi^don,  and 
seven  miles  of  the  same,  do  hereby  admonish  you  to  desist  from  so  doing,  nn- 
tfl  you  shall  have  been  duly  examined  and  licensed  thereto,  under  the  common 
seal  of  the  said  College ;  otherwise  it  will  be  tlie  duty  of  the  said  College  to 
proceed  against  you  for  the  recovery  of  the  penalties  thereby  incurred. 

WILLIAM  LAMBE, 
J.  COPE, 
H.  H.  SOUTHEY, 

COBNWALLIS  HEWETT. 

CoVege  of  Physiciangf'PaU  MdlEast, 

A  Board  for  examining  persons  who  have  the  requisite  qnaliOcations,  will 
be  holden  at  the  College  on  next  Friday,  IStli  July,  1827. 
To  Dr»  Edward  Harrisonf  Hullts-street, 

No.IL 
Cop^^  Dr.  HAltRiaoM's  jSrsf  ^msimt  £o  the  Censors'  Communication, 

BoUes'Street ;  7th  July^  ISiT, 
fieatiemea,*-^!  had  hist  night  the  hoiionr  of  receiving  a  communication, 
pVurpalrtiBg  to  be  signed  by  you,  as  the  Censors  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
siciansy  London,  wherein  you  are  pleased  to  admunish  me  to  desist  'from 
litantisiBg  fibyaie  within  4be  city  of  London,  and  sfeveu. miles  oi  the>8aiiie, 
until  IjshaUJiave  been  dnly  ex«mined  and  licensed  thereto,  under  the  com* 
moa  aealof  tbe^said  College;  and  allegmg  that,  otherwise  it  will  be. the  duty 
oft  the. said  College  to  pi'oceed  against  me  for  the  i*ecovery.of  the  penalties 
thejreby  incurred.  ... 

, .Before  i.an&wer  the  above. communication,  will  you  have  tlie  gooilness.to 
poii^  oat  to  nue  the  authorities  imder  which  you  act,  and  the  penalties  to  which 

ypu  allude  t        ^        . 

I  have  the  honpur  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  very  obedient  humble  servant, 

EDWARD  HARRISON. 
To  Z>rr.  Lnmbe-y  Cope,  Souiheyy  an^  Hewett, 

Royal  College  qf  PhyekUmSf  London. 
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•  •     -"No* III.'  -  •  ••      *  -•  ' 

8ir,-^Betiig  senior. Omi^r  ef  Hit  College  of  rtiyrtiians,  I  opened  yoar 
letterofthe7tfaiM8iit^wlii<[iUI<«lMf|'1fly  before  the  Board  at  their  next 
netfiig.  !•  f!fai*k  it  ^t  t4  inform  yoo,  that  such  iKleeti^  is  appointed'  for 
Friday  next,  at  three  o'clock,  urtiereyoii  toay  appear,  jT^^  tHink  ptopery^n^ 
obtam  whatever  informatioo  the  Board  may  thilikf  ft  ffattr  fluty  to  cdrntacml* 
cat©  to  yon.  i  am,  sir,  yoar  bbfedient  scryant. 


;no.iv. 

HoUeS'Streei;  July  Itik,  %Q%7. 
^*^~"I  ^H  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  o£  Mondf^  last ;  and 
I  have  only  to  repeat  the  request  made  by  my  former  tetter.    • 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,* 

Vow  veiy  obedient  hnmbie  servant, 

EDWARD  HARmSON. 
Dr.  Umii,  t,  K%*i.rood,  Beiford^ow. 

No,V. 
Oppy  «/  GswsoBs'  9eco»40omtktmie9ikn  U  Dr.  HAitftt90«r. 

College  of  PhjfdcUmSy  July  \9th,  1 827, 
Sir,-- We,  the  Censors  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians^  London,  l|avi6g 
taken  into  consideration  the  rec^uest  made  in  your  letter  of  the  7th  Jnly, « to^ 
be  informed  under  what  authorities  we  act,  and  what  are  the  penaFties  to 
wtakh  we  alhided*—- hate  to  infbrm  yon,  tiiat  we  act  under  the  authority  of 
onr  Chtrter,  iswRmtd  by  Parliament,  14th  and  l5th  Henry  Tltt.,  wliich  is 
.  w«U  knowB^  and  has  been  repeatedly  enforced. 

WILLIAM  LAMBfi, 
CLEMENT  HUE,  (vicarins  for  Dr.  ton,) 
I  H.  H.  SOtJTHEY, 

*  COR^fWALIiIS  HEWEtT. 

'I^ere  will  be  a  Censors*  Board  held  at  half-past  four  o^clock  on  Thursday 

next,  26th  July,  at  which,  |^  you  think  proper,  you  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
appearing.  ..'...        rf,,    ..*r^T 

l>r.  Edward  itdrrisim,  BoUes-areet. 

.  •»      -  '        .    •     .  .  ..  .  •  1 -•'.■,»».••-   u  ■.•«..     ^  •• 

No.VI. 
Copy  fifDr.  H\RtiMH>u's  lecojM  ^ai«Kr  4o  4^  Qmwcmh»'> €*4»fiwk0tw^m  w, 

BmH^tnttyJui^trnfi^^fmy 

Gentlemen,— After  «ck06wledgiiig  the  ftvohrofl  yMir  Mief  o^^ >i#tv> 
instant^  infcnmingme  ^*^  that  yoirant  nnder  the  mtberhy  ^  ytjwr  ^dttmfs 
coMfimet^  by  Pwrlianent  14*  ftid  I5th  Henry  VIIL,'^  I  be^ iw$k  lo  bMm«,'' . 
thit  I  can  no  where  ^d  the  titte  of  <<  OensV/rs  of  the'RuyahOtfll^e  «f 'P^- 
sidam"  ttiietftiDneil  lathat  stathtc;  or  their  fight  io  eiMinhiegr)idfKftei<af 
Unitelrsities  rceogaisad.    And,  what  Is  no  less  relevant  in^isoaltf,  tribes '• 
not  appear  to  confer  the  power  of  constituting  two  diflbrcnt  dnssei  of  ph^ii* 
cisMssy  mtder  the  denomination  of  Fellows' and  Lieentsates.    9«ch  Ib  xh6 
r^sak  of  a  carefuf  examination  of  the  above-immed  act*   Bat  if yOQ'C«ii^t>Qiai' 
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ont  particolar  clauses  io  it  by  which  the  title  and  powers  in  question  are  dis- 
tinctly^ g^Teo^.  liBhaljl  %l  pbijfe4>y  .the  c«vnnianication. 

I  have  Abe  hoi\oqr.  X^  bf  i  genAlemen, 
1    .  Voof  vAfiyiej^ifDt.hiMiibieiMKfaQti 

.,      I  :^I>WARP  HARRISON. 
.  To  Drs.  Lmbe,  Cope,  Southey^  an^  Uewett^ 

College  of  Physiciansj  X/fudon^ 

'      C!i|pf  t(f  CSNimis*  ihifd  CommmiUaiion  to  Dr.  Harrison. 

CoUege  ef  Phifikiimi  i  JuUft6,  1897. 
We,  the  Censors  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  have  received  your  letter, 
bearing  the  date'of  Joly  the  {3d,  i8t7>  and  have  nothing  to  add  to  onr  last 
conhRHtoicaf  ion,  excepting^  that  the  next  Censors*  Board  for  examining  all 
tM»f«ei^  Who  bare  thereqirialM'qttftliflcations,  Wilt  be  held  at  the  College  of 
Physicians  on  the  ist  Of  next  Otf  ober,  at  fonr  b^doclt  p.m.  - 

-vriLLIAM  LAMBE, 
J.  €OP£, 
H.  H.  SOUTH  EY, 
C0RNWAU-I8  HEWETT. 
Dr,  Edward  Harrison,  Holies- street, 

No.VIU. 

Dr.  HAAluaoN  te  the  CBHtoni  rfthe.  CcgLLB^ff,  {dtLiiomd  August  6ih.) 

Holies-street;  August  4tk,  1827. 

Gentlemen,"-Jn  reply  to  ymic  coquaonicaliooii  bt^anqg  <^te  of  tU#  S6th  of 
July,  J  desire  to  ^tatelhatil  was  Ifui  in  i^y  last.  t^Uer  t9  |(4r«$|QSft  t|iv0e.qMai 
tions  for  your  .Qon;iijiei;a^n«  iritb  the  vie.vK  ^^  en<;Q»nigH»g2  iiniicaUe  4isfla»* 
sV)^,aiid  of  prodttciiii^  if^pos^iMe^  a^./confor^^tyjof  ,8«i»tiinei^,4?i^ween«l^ 
A,9  Jf^  (;onf^li4t9ry  o^ofta  ha^e  |»een  fmti^t^d.by  your  oo^^oipriiaiisiBg 
answer,  I  beg  to  inform  you,  that,  having  bestowed  no  inconsiderable  atten- 
tion upon  the  constitution  of  the  College  of  Physicians,*  I  am  led  to  conclude 
that  the  privileges  and  powers  uranted  to  it  by  the  statute  14th  and  15th  of 
Henry  VIII.  are  not  now  in  existence,  or  at  least  are  no  longer  available  for 
college  purposes. .  Upon  the  oonsiderMioa  geRcrally  of  the  other  iosurmount- 
able  dUficpilUes  jii)d  objections  to  the  eibercise  of  jjonr  mppopoly,  Ishall  tl^qk 
it  unnecessary  to  enter,  unless  the  paramoua^  one  cfu  be  reoaoved. 

Intelligent  and  ^enlightened  physicians  as  well  as  gentlemen  learned  in  the, 
law,  entertain  similar  opinions  to  my  own.  I  have  also.rewson  to  know  that, 
even  among  those  who  formerly  ranked  with  tlie  highest  of  the  Feljows,  the 
boasted  authority  of  the  College  waa^denomijuited  a  mere  '<  Brutom  fulmen.*' 
As  I  bad  not  lately  met  with  opposition  from  any  of  the  Fellows  in  the  exer- 
cise of  itiy  proflMsional  duties,  I  concluded  that  I  shoold  be  suffered  to  pursue 
theni  .witfiont .  furlber  molestatloii,— until  I  was  roused  from  my  deceptive 
qoiety  and  forced  into  the  field  .by  your  coUe^gne  JOr.  Chambers* 

^9rtified  with  th«  eoneiif  nog,  approbation  of  accomplished  lawyers  and 
ph^;^oiaR8,  J  tboaght  that  I  cdidd  not  bestow,  gieater  aennte  apenr  the  raedi* 
cal  prefetsiott,  to  which  I  am  enthusiastically  devoted*  than  by  bringing,  all. 
diapuledmattera  foraaally  into^ipen  Cenrt^  .under.a  coRviciioB  that)  however 
they  aay  .be  decided,  the  interests  of  the  fiionlty  ind.of  the  {lohUo  will  be 
essentiijly  promoted  hy  the  i»vestigatien«  t  ^      ' 

Actuated  by  these  xaotivea,  I  havei  tendered  to  )the  CoUeg^,  fi)r  a  aeries  ^ 
yearsy  through  some  of  its  Fellows,  opportiinttic^ofeKiuninhig  legacy  their* 
pretep  sions  to  interfere  with  me,  or  my  practice* 
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I  am  nQwiMiiig  lo  §nppMe  tlm  tbe  gentlemen  ^h<»  n^nr  eompose'  the'HDyat 
CoUfge  of  Physiciana^  and  for  mhum^  imlividaally,  I  entertain  ev«ry  respect^ 
are  less  desirous  than  myself  to  ooott  at  onee  to  ttti  points  at  issne  between 
ns,  withaat  the  iatrodactmi  of  tfaoaefonign  topics  wbkfc  li«re  irittlertv  $ei^ 
barrassed  the  qoestioBy  and  prevonted  a  satisAictory  deeiston. 

Aeting  on  pnWic  groattda  only,  and  for  tlie  advantage  of  onreomtnottpro- 
fesaioBi  I  pkdge  myself  tbat^  if  proeeedingiareiiistitiiled/tlity  i«hlM,'0nMy 
part,  be  carried  on  withoat  nnBeceasary  irritation  or  exdtement. 

In  pani«aneeof  the  great  object* for-wineli  i  oontandi'  i  ilio¥  dedttre'tflM  i 
do  Jiot  recogaaMi  yonraaftlM^rityaa  *<.Cemartof  the  Boyal  College  of  ^hysi* 
ctaiVtV  and  sbaU  tlMvrefore  decline  your  tiiritation  to  otlur  nyaelf  at'yoor  Li^ 
cearii^.Board  on  the  liit  of  nest  Octe4>er. 

I  l^a/ve^qly  to  add^incenelndiagmyeorretpondeneei  tiiat'RIeasvSk  Tmmmi^y 
Harrison,  and  Tennaot,  of  Gray*s  Inn,  are  ray  aolicttors;  Ttf'tbefM  I<  vcfer 
yoa,  m  case  of  yoor  chooeiog  to  iniiitnte  proceedings  against  me.  Tliej^  mfe 
furaiahed  wifb  inatmctioM  to  give  every  facihty  to  a  legal  Inveatigfttiev  of 
yonr  asaanied  privileges ;  bat  they  are  direeted  neithct  to  tomproQiise  my 
rigjbt0|  nor  thote  of  my  professional  bretkren. 

I  have  the  hononr  to  be,  gentlemen^ 

Year  very  obedient  hamble  aervant, 

(Signed)  EDWARD  HARRISON. 

F9r  Dr§»  Lambtf  Copc^  Srai^,  and  £fe»en^  GoUeg^^fPkjfikkM. 


Nm  Rtigui«Um$  rf  Me  CrN^iaay  tf  ApotkeeKHe8.^lT  vpUI  be  percemd 
the  following  regnlationa  do  not  apply  to  the  papila  who  C4inid  to  town^th^^* 
antumn,  and  will  not,  in  fact,  be  in  full  force  till  October, ^^98.] 

The  Goart  of  Etaminen  eboiea  and  appointed  by  the  Mastei*;  War#eils 
and  Aasistants  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  of  tlie  City  of  London,  inptarrtf- 
ance  of  a  certain  Act  of  ParNament,  «  Vor  better  Kegalating  the  Practice  Iff 
Apothecaries  threnghont  England  and  Wales,'*  pa^ed  in  the  55tfa  yea^'dP  ft^^ 
reign  of  his  MajcRty  King  George  the  Third,  have  determined^    ' 

That  every  candidate  for  a  certlficlate  to  practise  as  an  Aprothecaty  Allfl'be  ^ 
required  to  possess  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  Latin  language^  and  to 
produce  t^stimouials  of  having  served  an  apprenticeship  of  not  less  than  five 
years  io  an  apothecary ;  of  having  attained  the'fall  age  of  twenty  •one  years, 
and  being  of  a  gi)od  moral  condnct. 

N.  B.  Artldes  of  apprenticeship,  where  such  are  in  existence,  will  be  re- 
quired^ but,  in  case  such  articles  have  been  lost,  it  is  expected  that  the  caii- 
didkie  shall  bring  forward  very  strong  tesfhnony  to  prove  (hat  he  has^  serverf " 
snih  an  apprenticeship,  as  the  Act  of  Partiament  directs. 

Hef  is  also  required  to.^roduce  certificates  of  having  attended  not  less  than'' 
one  course  of  Lectures  on  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Botany  •  one  coura^ ' 
of  Le<itures  on  Chemistry;  two  courses  of  Lectures  on  Anatomy  and  Phy/Bi-^, 
olAgyj  two  courses  of  Lectures  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine; 
the^e'last  to  be  attended  subsequently  to  the  Lectures  on  Materia  Medicr, . 
Clieiiilstry,  aud  to  one  course,  at  least,  of  Anatomy. 

Br.fi>i  NotestiAionial  of  attendance  on  Lectures  on  the  Principles  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine,  delivered  in  London,  or  within  seven  miles  thereof^  will 
render  a  candidate  eligible  for  examination,  unless  such  Lectures  were  given^ 
and  the  testimonial  is  signed  by,  a  Fellow,  Candidate,  or  Licentiate,  of  the 
Royal 'College  of  Physicians. 

A  certificate  of  attendance  for  six  months,'at  least,  on  the  medical  practice 
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of  ^ov^  pmblic.HoipilAl  <Mr  InfinMijr,  ^or  for  «iiie  mMiiiii  at.  aDiipeiiiM*5 : 
Bqch  attandmice  to  commence  MtbtoiMeiiUy  40  the  terminatioa  of  the  firtt 
concse  of  Lectnres  om  the  Pnnoipl«s  and  Praetioe  of  Medicine.  ^ 

N.B.  PhysicaMis' pHpite,  who intmdto prcnent  themiclTetf for exrmiiiiitien, 
mnst  appear  personally  at  the  Beadie's  Office,  in  this  Hall,  and  brhsg  wttli 
them  the  tickets  aailtorismg  liicir.  attendance  on  soch  practice,  as  the  com- 
menc«meat  thereof  will  be^ateii  fnok  the  tiqieof  enoh  personal  appearance. 

The  regalations  relating  to  the  order  of  aattanion  in  which  the  Leetoaes  on 
the  Fffaotiee  of  Medicine,  end  the  iMiical  pmeiice  ftf  an  Hospital  eqr  fNspeil. 
sary,  are  to  be  attended,  are  designed  to  apply  to  these  stndents  dnty  who 
shall  oommenoe  their  atlendaooe  «« lieotares  on  of  after  the  1st  of  Pd^uary, 
18f8;  and  all  such  persons  are  particnlarty  reqneitx>d  to  take  notfce  that,  nn- 
lesatiwy  ihali  h^e  strictiy  complsd  witbraeh  order  of  sncoesslon,  they  will 
not  Ibo  ndaitted  tD  an  examination. 

.  In  addition  to  the  coarse  of  stndy  above  reqnireii,  and  whieli  ir  indispensa- 
biy  neeeseary,  the  candidates  are  earnestly  recommended  to  attend  one  or 
more  coiWMs.of  Leotimt  on  Mttdwifhry,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children;  on  the  latter  of  which  safc^ectS)  aaan  important  part  of  medloKl 
practice,  they  will  be  examiaed*  •  .  «       .    . 

The  Court  hare  determined,  that  tbc(  ej^anrinatloa  of  the  candidate  shall  be 
asfoQMTii^ 

1.  In  tramJbUuig  grammatically  parts  of  the  PbarmacopflsUi  Londhlensil, 
and  phjrsicians'  prescriptioos. 

iSliOttld  any  donbt  anse  as  to  the  candidate^  pom^mtng  a  competent  know- 
leflgB  of  Latin,  he  will  be  required  to  tranalate  a  passage,  or  passages,  from 
some  one  of  the  easier  Latin  adtbors. 

^•£.  Tke  Court  are  anxious  to  impresa  npon  candidates  a  conviction  of  the 
necessity  of  a  knowledge  of  the  Latin  language,  because  they  have  had  the 
paioAil  duty- imposed  upon  them  of  rcjfcting  eevvral  persons,  entirely  from 
th^iff  d^ii«ieiicy  in  ttns  important  pre-reqnis^to  of  a  medical  .education* 

t.  In  Chemistry.  3.  In  the  Materia  Mediea  and  Medical  Botany.  4.  In 
Anatnuiy  ahd  Physiology.    6.  In  the  Practice  of  Medicine. 

iVo/tce  of  the  Rhododendron  C/iryson/Attia.— Sir,  It  has  frequently  occurred 
to  me  to  ask,  through  the  medium  of  your  Journal,  where  the  dried  foliage  of 
the  yelfow-flowered  Rhododendron  could  be  procured,  as  it  has  long  been 
enumerated  in  the  Materia  Mediea  list  of  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopceia.  I 
have  endeavoured  for  several  years  past  to  purchase  this  article,  and  till  very 
lately  have  not  been  snccessfnl.  The  leaves  of  Rhododendron  Caucasicura 
were  once  sold  to  nie  for  those  of  R.  Chrysanthum.  Much  has  been  said  about 
the  properties  of  this  plant,  and  of  its  beneticial  effects  in  gout*  The  profea- 
sion  win  now  have  an  opporliuiity  of  ascertaining  whether  it  really  is  useful  or 
notj  and  1  think  it  but  right  to  inform  them  where  it  can  be  now  procured. 
Mr;  Buttler,  the  medicinal  herb  vender,  of  Covent  Garden,  has  imported  a 
considerable  qnaotity  from  Siberia.  Its  active  principles  are  given. out  to 
water  at  tlt°  of  Fahrenheit.  Infusion  appears  to  be  the  best  mode  of  exhi- 
biting it,  as  by  coction  some  of  the  more  volatile  properties  are  dissipated* 
A  wine  and  a  tincture  may  be  formed  from  them.  The  proportions  of  the 
plant  must  be  regulated *y  experience-,  and  my  only  object  is  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  profession  to  it. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant,  J.  FROST. 

^9y  Bridge-street f  Blackfrwrs;  Augtut  1827.    'i 
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An  IntndaRtkiB  to  tiio  Comparktire  AmtMiy  of  Aainali;  by  C  0> 
Carui,  M.D.  Ac  Trall^l■lrd  from  tbc  German  byK.  T.  Gok,  M.B.t.  t 
TOb.  8>a,  ind  a  4lo.  *al,  of  twenly  Flat««,  »iti|  eiplaDatoty  KefercBce*. 

Maonal  of  PalliDlogyi  by  L.  Martinet,  d.h.p.  TMiulated,  nitb  Nolei 
«Dd  Addiiions,  by  Jones  Qoain,  a.b,— ISmo,  897.— London,  jaa7- 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  ifae  t>isf  isei  of  the  Skin,  ^rond  Edition,  cor- 
reclpd  and  enlari^H.     By  S,  Flumbb, M.n.c.t.&c,  &c.— S*o.  pp.470. 

iDtfodaction  to  Ike  Science  of  the  Palae,  as  applied  lo  tlie. Practice  of 
Medicine.  By  Jdliui  Kugco,  mo.  Bacbelor  of  Medicine  in  tbe  ftojid 
University  of  Naplea  ;  ex-Hrotcuor  of  Anatomy  and  Comparatire  Phyiioion 
io  the  Royal  Medico-CIiirurgica!  College,  &c.  Ac.  &c.    Vol.  I.— Bvo.  pp  siS. 

AnBisay  on  Morbid  Ijensibilitj  of  (lie  Stomach  and  Bowels,  as  the  Pnni- 
nrnte  Canie,  or  Charade riiiic  CondiTion  of  Indigeation,  Nervaaa  IrrllabiHtj, 
Mental  Ue*ponii«ncy,HypoclioDdriasia,  Ac.  Ace.  By  jAMn  Johh>dii,«.u. 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Pbyiicians,  and  Itiysician  to  H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of 
Clarence,  &c.    Fourth  Edition. — 8vo.  pp.157,    London,  181T. 

Medical  Botany,  No.  VIII.  i  containing  Viola  Odorata,  CaMia  Senna,  Pa- 
parer  Rhicai,  and  Acoms  CaUmoa. 

— ^— .    No.  IX.;    containing  Oratiola  Officinalis,    MMnonlica 

Elatarntm,  (Enantbe  Crocata,  and  Genm  Urbaniim. 

\*  We  Lave  again  lo  repeat  the  higb  enconiiom*  n>a  baTemore  tban  ooca 

bMtowed  en  the  manner  in  which  this  nork  it  executed. 
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--  — ■<  -  «■  « «■ »   till 
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f^R  KiMy  'foi^naite  4i«oqiv«riM  in  nyadiciae,  and  for  the  detection  of  oamerous  errors,  the 

world  it  iBde<>^  to  the  npid  circolation  of  MoDthly  Journals}  and  there  never  existed 

anr  wofl^  10  which  the  Facalty,  ia  Eorope  and  America,  were  aiider  deeper  obligations^ 

4lyui.to  tUiB^ldedlsal  «nd  BhysicalJonrta)  of  London,  now  forming  a  long,  but  an  inyaluable, 

"^  serie8.~KUSH. 


ORIGINAL    PAPERS, 

AND 

CASES  OBTAINED  FROM  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS  AND  OTHER 

AUTHENTIC  SOURCES. 


VACCINATION. 

On  Constitutional  Inaptitude  to  Cow-Pox.  By  George  Oregort, 
M.D.  Physician  to  the  Svall-Pox  and  Vaccinatiok  Hos- 
pital. 

In  a  former  Number  of  this  Journal,  (November  1826,)  I 
offered  some  observations  on  what  may  be  termed  the  sur- 
gery of  vaccination,  in  the  course  of  which  it  \^as  remarked 
(page  413,)  that  failure  in  the  operation  does  not  necessarily 
presume  error  on  the  part  of  the  practitioner,'  for  that  several 
circumstances  in  the  system  of  the  individual  may  prevent 
the  success  of  the  Operation.  The  object  of  the  present 
paper  is  to  throw,  if  possible,  some  additional  light  on  this 
subject, — to  develop,  as  far  as  the  author's  experience  per- 
mits, the  doctrine  of  a  constitutional  inaptitude  to  cow-pox, 
— to  point  t>ut  how  it  may  be  at  all  times  recognised, — and 
h6w  far  an  acquaintance  with  such  a  principle  may  be  turned 
to  advantage. 

hi  the  course  of  my  attendance  on  the  vaccination  depart- 
ment of  the  Small-Pox  Hospital,  I  had  frequent  opportunities 
of  noticing  that  a  certain  number  of  children  passed  through 
the  disease  in  a  manner  very  different  from  the  majority. 
The  vesicles  were  small,  their  progress  slow,  their  surround- 
ing a^^la  faint,  and  the  constitutional  disturbance  accom- 
pany mg  their  maturation  very  trifling^— if,  indeed,  at  all 
peip^ptib^e.     In  proportion  as  my  acquaintance  with  these 

iVb.  345.— 2V^.  17,  Nem  Series.  3  D 
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instances  of  imperfect  vaccination  increased,  I  foand  that 
such  children  received  the  first  impression  of  the  virus  with 
great  difficulty;  that  in-  many  cases,  out  of  eight  or  ten 
punctures,  two  only,  sometimes  only  one,  succeeded ;  and 
that  one  was  often  two  or  three  days  behind  the  true  period. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  learned  that  in  those  children  whose 
arms  exhibited  the  most  perfect  specimens  of  genuine  co>v- 
pox,  all  the  original  incisions  advanced  to  maturity  >;  and  by 
degrees  the  important  law  was  impressed  upon  my  mind,  that 
constitutional  and  local  aptitude  and  inaptitude  to  cow-pox 
accompany  each  other,  and,  the  mode  of  vaccinating  being 
in  atl  cases  the  same,  that  the  proportion  of  successful  to 
unsuccessful  incisions  afforded  a  fair  criterion  of  the  degree 
to  which  the  constitution  was  predisposed  to  receive  the 
vaccine  virus,  and,  as  we  may  presume  also,  to  profit 
by  it, 

It  has  been  a  very  common  remark  that  sickly  children,' 
those  labouring  under  inflammatory  complaints  or  cuta- 
neous affections  of  the  porriginous  or  herpetic  kind,  and 
others  in  a  state  of  marasmus,  are  usually  unfit,  and  often 
quite  incapable  of  receiving,  the  Vaccine  influence.  This  ob- 
servation has  be§n  amply  borne  out  by  my  experience  at  the 
Small-Pox  Hospital ;  but  it  admits  of  some  modifications. 
In  a  few  instances,  where  the  entreaties  of  the  mother  have 
induced  me  to  vaccinate  an  unhealthy-looking  infant,  I  have 
been  agreeably  surprised  by  an  abundant  crop  of  the  most 
perfect  vaccine  vesicles.  Much  more  frequently  has  it  hap- 
pened to  me  to  notice  that  a  constitutional  inaptitude  to 
cow-pox  shall  co-^xist  with  the  most  healthy  aspect. 

A  few  instances  will  be  sufficient  to  illustrate  the  principle 
now  laid  down;  after  which,  it  will  be  my  object  to  point  out 
the  practical  applications  of  which  it  is  susceptible. 

Case  I. — Jane  Thomas,  aged  one  year  and  six  months,  resid- 
ing No.  16,  Noble-street,  Spa^fields,  was  brought  to  the  Small- 
Pox  Hospital  to  be  vaccinated,  July  26th,  1827.  The  child  is  of 
a  pale  complexion,  but  fat.  The  mother  states  that  she  has  fre- 
quently taken  it  to  the  doctor,  on  account  of  what  she  calls  a 
"stoppage  at  the  chest."  The  child's  breathing  is  noisy,  or 
croupy,  and  has  been  so  for  a  considerable  time  past.  An  elder 
brother  died  of  a  similar  affection,  when  nearly  the  same  age.  I 
vaccinated  the  child  in  seven  places. 

July  30th.— Only  two  of  the  seven  incisions  have  taken.  Vac- 
cination repeated  in  six  places  in  the  other  arm. 

August  4th. — Four  of  the  second  crop  have  taken  effect,  but 
the  papulee  are  all  very  small  and  backward. 

August  6th,  (twelfth  day  of  original  vaccination.)— Areola  has 
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appeared  on  both  arms,  but  very  faint.  There  has  been  much 
itching  of  the  part,  and  the  vesicles  appear  as  if  rubbed.  They 
are  small,  and,  when  closely  inspected,  appear  very  different  from 
the  genuine  vaccine  vesicles  of  this  period.  I  explained  to  ,the 
mother,  that  the  child,  either  from  its  general  state  of  health,  or 
from  some  other  less  obvious  cause,  was  incapable  of  receiving  the 
full  influence  of  vaccination.  I  told  her  to  place  little  or  no  secu* 
rity  u^n  this  vaccination,  but  to  have  it  repeated  hereafter,  per- 
haps in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two,  when  the  child's  breathing 
was  improved,  and  its  constitution  mended. 

Considering  that  in  this  case  vesicles  had  been  produced, 
with  a  certain  portion  of  surrounding  iniSammation,  a  practi- 
tioner not  fully  conversant  with  the  different  aspects  of  the 
disease  might  here  have  been  easily  deceived,  and  have  un- 
guardedly pronounced  this  vaccination  as  satisfactory.  That 
such  opinions  were  once  entertained  I  can  have  no  doubt, 
from  the  answers  I  am  constantly  receiving  from  those  who 
enter  the  hospital  labouring  undfer  small-pox  subsequent  to 
vaccination. 

Case  II.— *Jane  Mackey,  aged  two  years  and  two  months,  re- 
siding No.  31,  Aylesbury-street,  Cler)f:enwell,  was  brou^t  to  the 
Small-Pox  Hospital  to  be  vaccinated,  May  28,  1827.  The  mother 
informs  me  that,  at  two  different  periods  in  1826,  she  had  taken 
the  child  to  Rowland  Hill's  Chapel,  where  vaccination  is  carefully 
perform^c|>  hut  that  at  each  time  the  pimples  died  away  without 
coming  to  a  head.  The  child  at  the  present  period  is  apparently 
in  perfect  health.    I  vaccinated  it  carefully  in  fourteen  places. 

June  4th,  (eighth  day.)— Only  three  have  taken,  and  these  are 
very  backward  and  imperfect. 

The  mother  does  not  appear  to  have' brought  the  child  again. 

Case  III. — Stephen  Ricketts,  aged  four  months  and  a  fortnight, 
residing  No.  46,  Gee-street,  Goswell-street,  was  brought  to  the 
Small-P(Ac  Hospital  for  vaccination,  August  20,  1827.  The  child 
appear^  pale,  but  otherwise  healthy.    Nine  incisions  were  made. 

August  27th. — Only  three  incisions  have  taken,  and  the  papulee 
are  small. 

August  31st,  (eleventh  day  of  vaccination.)»-The  three  vesicles 
are  small.  A  slight  degree  of  areola  has  surrounded  them,  which 
is  however  now  faded.  The  child  has  never  suffered,  in  the  slight- 
est degree,  in  its  general  health.  I  told  the  mother  that  she  could 
not  rely  on  this  vaccination,  and  advised  a  repetition  of  the  ope- 
ration in  the  course  of  another  year. 

Case  IV. — Frederick  Heutsch,  aged  two  months  and  a  fort- 
night, residing  No.  18,  Cornwall-road,  Stamford-street,  was  vac- 
cinated at  the  Small-Pox  Hospital,  August  20,  1827.  The  child 
was  pale,  but  otherwise  healthy.  Nine  incisions  made,  which  to- 
tally failed. 
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August  29lb«-«^Vaccinftttoii  repeated  in  the  same  number  of 
places.  ' 

Sept.  7th,  (tenth  day  of  second  Taccination.) — Ooly  one  of  the 
incisions  of  the  second  vaccination  have  taken,  the  areola  sur- 
rounding which  is  small  and  imperfect.  The  mother  was  informed 
that  she  was  not  to  place  reliance  upon  this  vaccination  for  the 
permanent  security  of  the  child. 

It  may  perhaps  be  demanded^  in  the  first  instance,  on  what 
authority  I  venture  to  assert  that  such  vaccinations  as  have 
been  just  described  are  incapable  of  saturating  the  system, 
and  of  giving  to  the  child  that  full  measure  of  protection  of 
which  vaccination  is  certainly  capable.  It  is  true  that  I 
have,  in  no  one  instance,  inoculated  the  child  subsequently, 
so  as  to  settle  the  question  definitively;  but  it  is  unreasonable 
to  attribute  the  same  efibcts  to  appearances  so  widely  diffe- 
rent as  those  of  perfect  and  of  imperfect  vaccination,  Ber 
sides,  as  I  have  ,already  hinted,  tne  accounts  of  the  prior 
vaccination  which  I  receive  within  the  walls  of  the  hos^pital 
from  those  who  have  the  misfortune  to  become  in  after-life 
the  subjects  of  small-pox,  together  with  the  cb^acter  of  the 
scars  on  their  arms,  correspond,  in  a  great  number  of  cases, 
with  the  appearances  which  I  have  now  described. 

Auother  question,  too,  very  naturally  arises  from  the  peru- 
sal of  the  foregoing  statement :  Are  there  any  persons  wholly 
unsusceptible  of  the  cow-pox  ?  And  is  there  any  reason  to 
believe  that  such  constitutional  inaptitude  to  cow-pox  conti- 
nues through  life?  These  are  questions  which,  in  the  present 
state  of  OUT  knowledge  concerning  cow-pox,  it  is  scarcely 
possible  to  answer.  Mr.  Cate9,  of  Argyll-street,  has  favoured 
me  with  the  histpry  of  a  child  who  has  hitherto  resisted  every 
effort  which  has  been  mftde  to  imbue  him  with  the  vaccine 
ii^fluence ;  and  I  have'  met  with  several  instances  at  the 
Small-Pox' Hospital  of  children  ineffectually  vaccinated  at 
other  institutions,  who  continued  there  to  resist  the  impres- 
sion of  the  vaccine  virus.  Early  in  the  month  of  June  la;^t» 
attempts  were  made  to  vaccii^at;^  b\%  or  eight  nati^ves  of  the 
South-Sea  Islands,  recently  arrived  in  this  ciOunjtry,  a«d  at 
that  time  living  on*bomrd  the  Grampus  hdspital-diip..  They 
were  all  suffering  under  inflammation  of  di^  brondiiel  pas* 
sages,  and  in  no  instance  did  the  vaccination  Succeed. 

A  third  question  connected  vnth  this  investigation  is  im-- 
portant  with  reference  to  pittptice.  Does  the  constitutional 
inaptitude  to  cowrpox  accompany  that  to  small-pox  1  That 
is»  in  other  words,  may  we  reasonably  presume  that  a  child 
who  has  altogether  resisted^  or  only  imperfectly  received,  the 
vaccine  infiuenc#  is,  for  a  time  at  least,  equally  unsusceptible 
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of  ihe  flmtll«*pox?  It  would  le^nire  a  very  extended  ephere 
of  observation  to  give  a  definitive  answer  to  this 'que«tum« 
As  far  as  my  owii  very  limited  inquiries  go»  (and  which  I 
acknowledge  to  be  quite  unequal  to  the  determination  of  so 
important  a  pointy)  1  should  be  inclined  to  say  that  the  pre*' 
disposition  to  the  two  complaints  was  the  same,  and  that  a 
reasonable  presumption  exists,  that  a  child  constitutionally 
inapt  to  cow-pox  is,  for  the  time,  equally  indisposed  tb  small- 
pox. 

That  the  doctrine  of  constitutional  inaptitude  t6  cow*pox, 
either  complete  or  partial,  is  capable  of  explaining  a  very  con- 
siderable number  of  the  cases  which  we  are  now  almost  daily 
called  upon  to  witness,  of  small-pox  succeeding  vaccination^ 
I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt.  That  there  may  be  other  co^ 
operating  causes  I  can  well  believe;  but  I  am  daily  becoming 
more  and  more  convinced  that,  in  the  early  years  of  vaccina- 
tion, appearances  on  the  arm  were  deemed  satisfactory  which 
had  no  real  claim  to  confidence,  and  I  fear  that,  even  at  the 
present  moment,  practitioners  are  too  easily  induced  to  pro- 
nounce upon  the  perfection  of  the  process. ' 

I  shall  add  but  one  other  reflection,  which  has  often  oc- 
curred to  me  in  considering  this  subject.  Many  authors  have 
indulged  the  notion,  and  among  others  Sir  Gilbert  Blane, 
in  his  Essay  on  Vaccination,  (first  published  in  the  tenth 
volume  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions,)  that  "  if 
mankind  were  sufficiently  wise  and  decided  to  vaccinate  at 
one  moment  the  whole  of  the  human  species  who  were  then 
unprotected,  small-pox  would  be  instantaneously  and  for 
ever  banished  from  tne  face  of  the  earth."  This  notion  pro- 
ceeds on  the  assumption  that  the  whole  humaix  species  are 
constitutionally  susceptible  of  the  cow-pox,  which  is  certainly 
not  the  case, — at  least  at  any  one  given  period  of  time. 
What  is  the  proportion  existing  between  those  who  are  and 
those  who  are  not  predisposed  to  receive  cow-pox,  is  a  ques- 
tion worthy  perhaps  of  some  inquiry,  but  it  is,  of  course, 
difficult  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion.  Out  of  the 
e^hty  or  ninety  person^  who,  upon  an  average, .  are  vaoci- 
nateo  we^Lly  at  the  Small-Pox  Hospital,  I  usually  find  three, 
or  perhaps  four,  who  appear  incapable  of  benefiting  by  it ; 
and  ther&  are  perhaps  several  more  whose  consti^tfiDns  ate 
filited  to  receive  only  a  certain  portion  of  good  from  it.  If  any 
judgment,  at  least,  can  be  formed  from  the  various  appeav- 
ances  of  the  arm,  and  the  degree  of  constitutional  disturbane^ 
present  in  the  several  cases,  (and  I  know  not  from  what  othet 
sources  infofmatkm  can*  be  gained,)  it  is  unreasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  all  children  can  be  equally  and  wniibmly  afieeted. 
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<  What  were  the  peealiar  opimons  entertained  by  Dr. 
Jbnnbr  on  the  subject  of  a  constitutional  inaptitude  to  cow- 
pox,  I  have  in  vain  endeavoured  to  ascertain.  Perhaps  some 
of  the  readers  of  this  Journal,  either  by  more  extensive  ac- 
quaintance with  his  works  or  by  personal  communication  with 
vr.  Jenner,  may  be  able  to  instruct  me  on  this  head.  In 
doineso,  through  the  medium  of  this  Journal,  I  may  venture 
to  add  that  they  wiU  be  conferring  a  favour  on  the  profession 
at  large. 

September,  1S27. 

PURULENT  OPHTHALMIA. 

«,  Berkeley-Street;  August  20, 1827. 

Dear  Sir,— I  send  you  herewith  a  letter  addressed  to  me 
by  Dr.VARLEZ,  surgeon-major  of  the  Military  Hospital  at 
Brussels,  on  the  use  of  the  Chloruret  of  the  Oxide  of  Cal- 
cium, which  he  seems  disposed  to  consider  nearly  as  a 
specific  in  cases  of  Purulent  Ophthalmia.  I  have  added 
three  cases,  selected  from  many  others,  which  prove  its  uti- 
lity, although  at  the  same  time  demonstrating  the  necessity 
for  its  beine  accompanied  by  severe  depletion  in  every  in- 
stance in  which  the  eyeball  is  affected.  It  may  perhaps  be 
useful  for  some  of  your  readers  to  know  that  the  purulent 
ophthalmia  of  infants  is  a  much  less  serious  disease  than  that 
of  adults,  and  that  there  are  two  kinds  of  it :  one  affecting  the 
lids,  the  other  implicating  the  eyeball.  Tlie  danger,  both  in 
infants  and  in  adults,  is  of  course  in  proportion  to  the  affec- 
tion of  the  cornea,  although  in  infants  it  is  less  than  in 
children  or  in  adults,  where  the  extent  of  disease  is  appa- 
rently the  same. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  GUTHRIE. 

Dr.  Maclsod. 

Observations  en  the  Employment  of  Chloruret  of  (hide  of  Calcium 
*.     in  the  Treatment  of  Purulent  Ophthalmia.     By  Dr.  Varlez, 
Surgeon  to  the  Military  Hospital,  Brussels,  &c.  &c. 

You  have,  without  doubt,  as  well  as  myself,  lamented  the 
unfortunate  condition  of  those  affected  with  purulent  ophthal* 
mia  in  a  severe  form,  and  you  will  therefore  learn  with  plea- 
sure the  favourable  results  which  I  have  obtained  in  more 
than  400  patients,  by  means  of  a  remedy  which  up  to  this 
time  has  not  once  disappointed  me.  Aware  that  you  have 
paid  attention  to  this  fatsd  disease,  I  send  you  an  account  of 
my  experience  with  the  chloruret  of  oxide  of  calcium,  in 
hopes  that  you  will  give  it  a  trial,  and  make  the  profession 
acquainted  with  the  results.  > 
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1  hav»  treated,  during  more  than  ten  years,  a  prodidous 
naniber  of  patients  affected  with  ophthalmia  in  the  military 
hospitals  of  the  Netheriands,  and  have  seen  the  disease  in  all  its 
forms,  beginning  mildly  or  with  various  alarming  symptoms, 
and  I  hfive  often  had  occasion"  to  be  convinced  that  it  is  ex- 
tremely diEingerous  when  accompanied  with  purulent  secretion, 
sometimes  producing  ulceration  and  destruction  of  vision,  in 
spite  of  the  most  vigorous  and  rational  treatment.  I  have 
seen  the  suppuration  continue,  and  the  inflammation  produce 
frightful  disorganisation,  in  soldiers  who  had  been  bled  ten  or 
twelve  times  in  the  arm,  temporal  artery,  or  jugular  vein.  I 
have  seen  the.most  active  purgatives,  calomel  in  considerable 
doses,  ^blisters,  [sinapisms,  and  setons,  various  ointments, 
together  with  every  variety  of  coUyrium^  all  fail.  I  have 
more  than  once  treated  tne  disease  with  all  these  various 
remedies,  and  the  blindness  of  the  patient  which  has  su- 
pervened has  attested  the  energy  of  this  destructive  malady, 
and  the  impotence  of  art.  In  this  state  of  matters,  ap- 
pointed by  the  good  opinion  of  the  principal  medical  officer 
of  our  army  to  the  hospital  in  Brussels,  where  the  oph- 
thalipic  patients  are  very  numerous,  and  where,  just  before 
my  arrival,  two  men  had  lost  their  sight,  I  sought  some  means 
calculated  to  change  the  mode  of  vitsdity  of  the  diseased 
part,  and  to  suppress  the  formation  of  matter,  the  contact 
of  which  on  the  cornea  produces  softening,  ulceration,  and 
even  perforation,  sometimes  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours. 
Having  been  struck  with  the  rapidity  with  which  the  chloru* 
ret  of  oxide  of  calcium,  when  applied  to  the  ulcers,  diminished 
the  suppuration,  I  directed  all  my  attention  to  this  valuable 
agent,  and  it  has  answered  so  well  to  my  expectations,  that 
I  think.  I  may  safely  declare  that  it  is  the  best  remedy  known, 
not  only  in  the  purulent  ophthalmia  of  adults,  but  in  blen- 
norrhcea  and  the  purulent  ophthalmia  of  children,  as  well  as 
in  all  those  cases  which,  having  passed  into  the  chronic  state, 
are  accompanied  with  mucous  secretion,  or  disease  of  the 
meibomian  glands. 

In  order  to  enable  you  to  judge  of  our  ophthalmia,  and  of 
the  success  which  I  have  witnessed  from  tne.  solution  of  the 
chloniret^  I  shall  relate  some  cases,  which,  if  I  mistake  not, 
will  convince  you  that  the  results  which  I  have  obtained  merit 
some  attention. 

Case  I.— Ciswiski,  a  musician,  thirty-four  years  of  age,  of  the 
lymphatico-sanguine  temperament,  admitted  into  the  Military 
Hospital  of  Brussels,  in  November  1826,  with  the  following  symp- 
toms:—The  eyelids  red,  much  swollen,  and  closed ;  the  conjunc* 
tiva  of  the  eye  and  eyelid  tumefied,  the  first  forming  a  projection 
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vottod  .th**€Oni««friiiQli,Wfts  quite  hid;  a  jAick  mi  {bitiiiotts 
ittppnirirtioa  flpwoipl  over  the  ^beeke  ^  ^  pi||ient  wais  torpe&ted 
with  infep.ae  headache  over  the  brow ;  the  slj^ia  was  hqt,  ihe 
pulse  bard  aud  frequent,  altl^ough  he  had  been  bled  before  his 
arrival  at  the  hospuiEd*  by  the  medical  officer  at  his  barrack,  who 
was  afraid  of  mischief  speedily  supejrv^Dinj^.  I  bled  him  from  the 
temporal  artery  to  the  extent  of  Nineteen  ounces.  I' gently  raised 
tbe'upper  eyelid,  and  depressed  the  low6r,  in  order  to  apply  to  the 
diseased  conjunctiva  the  solution  of  the'  Chloniret,  *which  I  intro- 
duced with  a  hair  pencil,  because  I  could  hot  separate  the  edges  of 
the  eyelids  sufficiently  to  make  the  application  in  any  otiher  way. 
This  was  repeated  every  three  hours,'  and  immediately  after  the  eye 
was  covered  with  a  compress  soaked  in  very  cotd  raan-watar,  m- 
qttentty  renewed  to  keep  up  the  coobiess* 

'Ia  uhi  hours,  th^  luppuratioR  had  dimnnhed:  it  was  ditf- 
liaotly  iees  gluttnous,  and  not  bo  tUck.  I  took  ten  ounces  ef 
Uood  from  the  arm  ;  continued  the  ^lution  of  th6  chloiuret  aad 
cold  Gompresa  as  before* 

]^ext  day,  the  suppuration  was  almost  suppressed;  the  tun^e- 
flection  considerably  mminished,  and  the  patient  able  to  open  his 
eyeS;  The  solution  continued,  being  dropt  into  the  eye  eight 
timeif  in  the  twenty-four  hours." 

i'welve  days  after  his  admission^  the  patient  left  t1i6  hospitd 
perfectly  cured. 

'  In  this  case  f  employed  half  a  drachm'  of  the 'chlonnret  to 
ai^  Ounce  of  disUlled  water,  a  fresh  solution  being  mad^  every 
day.  •••  •      '  '•     • 

'  Case  H.— Preisser,  a  soldier,  was  adihitted  into  the  Tililitary 
Hospital,  the  19th  of  November,  1826,  having  been  violently  str- 
fnukted  by  a  prodigious  q^uanUt^  of  wine^  atad'  hftvtng  passed  the 
high!  out  of  the  barrack.  He  statee  Uiat  his  eyes  weve-heated, 
and  became  inflamed  on  the  morning  of  tke  19A'.  On  his  admk- 
fllott,  I  'ibiind  htm  with  the  eyelids  vecj  much  aweUed^  as  tf  in* 
jeesed  with  serous  fluid ;  the  margia  smeared  wifth  ^  >  temf- 
oious  and  adhesive  suppuration;  the  eyes  shut,  <aii4  waUp  ^to 
bear  the  light  even  through  the  lids ;  the  conjunctiya.of  a  s^arl^t 
Goipnxi  the  pain  s§verej  extending  to  the  forehead,  and  a[ccom« 
panied  with  violent  beating  of  the  temporal  arteries. 

Bled  to>  twelve  ounces  frpni  the  temponl  artery.  '  Miltioii  of  the 
Chloruret  to  be  dropped  into  the  eye  tbree  tinies  a^day'.    Cokb  lotion; 

l6th.^The  swelliJig  of  the  eyelids  is  diminished;  the  pain 
completely  gone. 

The  solatloo  to  be  oied  five  times  »daj<^ 

Next  day,  he  was  still  better;  and  on  the  19th  he  was  dis- 
charged. 

In  this  case  the  chloruret  was  employed  in  the  proportion  of 
a  scruple  to  a,n  ounce  of  distilled  water ;  but  when  the  inflam- 
mation continues,  aud  when  the  patients  bear  tiie  application 

6. 
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witbont  eomplftining,  I  push  the  qusmtity  to  three  or  even 
fpnr  drachms  in  the  same  quantity  of  water;  and  where  the 
eyelids  are  very  much  swollen,  so  that  {  cannot  introducj^ 
tne  Solution  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cover  all  the  surface  Qf 
theVonjunctiva,  I  inject  it  with  a  saiail  syringe. 

Casb  III. — The  infant  of  M.  CrousLe,  a  mierchaiirt  in  this  towq, 
Y^  attaGke4  l^itb  fi  severe  nurulent  ophthalmia  three  weeks  ago. 
t  applied  the  solution  of  tne  chlprur^t,  ixk  the  proportion  of  ten 
firpps  tp  t}ie  ott^ce  of  w^h  f<wr  t^mes  a^day*  In  three  days  he 
VM  .quite  ^e}L 

Casb  IV. — The  ia&nt  of  M.  Forten,  bookseller,  had  laboured 
for  more  than  a  year  under  irritation  of  the  eyes,,  accompanied 
with  considerable  secretion  from  the  meibomian  glands.  She  had 
been  under  treatment  at  Paris  for  a  long  ttme»  without  any  benefit^ 
and  yet  she. was  cured  in  eight  days*  The  solution  was  used  three 
times  a-day. 

I  have  treated  with  the  same  remedy  a  considerable  numbef 
of  cases  of  purulent  ophthalmia,  accompanied  by  granular 
tionSy  mucous  sepretion,  and  an  injected  condition  of  the 
conjunctiva  and  cornea,  and  up  to  thi^  time  the  remedy  ha? 
always  succeeded.  I  do  not«  ngwever*  suppose  that  it  can 
enable  the  practitioner  to  dispense  vnth  the  other  resourceji  of 
art,  when  they  are  indicated  oy  tfhe  sta^e  qf  the  d^sp^^e :  it  is 
thus  t.hat  in  severe  acute  ophthalmia  I  employ  copious  gene- 
ral bleeding,  frequently  repeated,  purgatives,  calomel,  pec^ir 
luvid.,  &c. ;  v^ile  in  chronic  cases  I  use  setons,  blisters^  &c. 
conjointly  with  the  solution  of  the  chloruret. 

I  intend  in  a  short  time  to  publish  a  work  on  the  ophthal- 
misB  of  our  army,  i^nd  to  enter  into  all  the  details  which  relate 
to  the  treatment  of  this  formidable  diseaise.  At  present  I 
shall  content  myself  with  adding,  diat  when  I  perceive  that 
the  solutioa  of  the  chloruret  ceases  to  be  of  service  in  chronic 
ephthalmia,  I  either  augment  the  quantity  or  suspend  its  use, 
to  be  again  resumed  after  a  tiine. 

The  following  ^re  three  cases  in  which  tjhe  yemedy  was  tried 
by  Mr.  Guthrie,  at  the  ^oval  ISV^jestmjn^Ter  Infir- 
mary FOR  Diseases  q^  7he  Eye: 

Case  I. — Peter  Savage,  a  bricklayer's  apprentice,  aged  twenty, 
appited  at  the  Infirmary,  May  28th,  with  purulent  ophthalpaia, 
which  came  on  two  days  before,  without  any  cause  that  he  could 
ai^ign,  or  that  could  be  as^certajped.  The  dis.charge  was  consi. 
derable ;  the  eyelid^  red,  swelled,  and  closed.  On  elevating  the 
upper  eyelid,  the  cornea  appeared  sound,  but  surrounded  and 
enqr^s^ched  upon  by  the  conjunctiva,  which  was  raised  around  it  in 
a  state  of  cheovosis ;  the  pain  in  tlie  eye,  forehead,  and  side  of  the 
head,  great. 

No,  345.— No.  ir,  New  Series.  3  E 
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V.8.  ad  ^xxfj.— Pil.  Cal.  gr .  vj.  j  Ma^nes.  Siilph.  J j.--The  «ye  to  be 

kept  constantly  wet  and  cold. 

On  the  29tli  I  first  saw  him,  and  directed  the  bleeding  to  be 
repeated  to  thirty  ounces ;  and  the  solution  of  the  chloruret  of  the 
oxide  of  calcium,  as  sold  at  Garden's,  to  be  applied  three  times  a« 
day  with  a  brush  to  the  conjiinctiva;  the  cold  water  and  the 
pur^tives  to  be  continued* 

30th. — The  external  remedies  and  the  purgatives  to  be  repeated, 
and  a  blister  applied  behind  the  can 
.  31st*— -The  ehemous  has  greatly  subsided ;  he  has  no  pain; 
'     the  discharge  from  the  eye  is  less ,  the  whole  of  the-cOmea  cannot 
yet  be  seen ;  the  swelling  of  the  hd  contioues^ 
To  be  cupped  to  sixteen  onnces. 

June  1st.— There  being  no  improvement,  but  rather  n  slight 
increase  of  pain f  fourteen  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  (torn  the  arm. 

2d. — Better;  but,  as  the  pain  is  not  entirely  gone,  to  be  bled 
again  to  fourteen  ounces. 
'  4th. — A  return  of  the  pain  having  taken  place,  from  using  the 

other  eye,  and  attempting  to  do  some  work,  he  was  bled  to  sixteen 
ounces. 

12th. — Continued  to  improve  until  this  day,  when,  from  having 
attempted  to  work,  he  brought  on  a  recurrence  of  pain. 
To  be  copped  to  foaiteen  ounces. 

21st. —The  last  remark  is — ^this  cas^  is  an  excellent  one,  and  ^he 
cure  perfect,  there  being  no  defect  whatsoever. 

The  only  remedies  used  werethe  abstraction  of  bloocjv  con- 
stant purgatives,  cold  water,  and  the  solution  of  the  chioni* 
ret  of  the  oxide  of  calcium,  with  a  little  common  ointment 
applied  to  the  edges  of  the  lids  at  night. 

Case  IL— Ann  Leacock,  aged  two  years,  of  emaciated  and  Qn« 
healthy  appearance,  and  having  her  head  covered  with  tiiMa,  was 
brought  to  the  Infirmary  on  the  i7th  July,  labouring  tm^^^'inirtt- 
lent  ophthalmia  of  the  right  eye,  of  four  days'  duration. '  1^^  lids 
were  firmly  agglutinated,  and,  when  separated,  a  stream  bf  JfdMow 
greenish-coloured  fluid  was  discharged.  There  was  fiftacb  (A^* 
mosis,  but,  from  the  violence  of  the  child's  efforts,  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  examine  accurately  the  state  of  the  cornea.  She  had 
suffered  from  measles  four  weeks  previous  to  her  admission*  at  the' 
institution;  since  her  convalescence  from  which^  her  eyes  had 
been  in  a  weak  state. 

To  be  cupped  to  Jiv.  from  tlie  temple.— ft.  Sobmnr.  Hyd.  gr.  19.  ow 
nocte.— lofus.  Seiinse  5J88.  cum  Sulpli.  Mag. 3J.maDe.— Lids  to  be  everted, 
and  the  Sol.  Oxyd.  Chi.  Calc,  diluted  with  equal  parts  of  water,  to  be 
applied  moming  and  evening.  In  the  intervals,  the  eye  to  be  frequently 
syoDged  with  tlie  tiotio  Alarainis,  and  to  be  repeatedly  fomcfuted  witlf 
warm  water.  « 

21st.— Inflammation  so  far  subdued  as  to  permit  the  accurate 
inspection  of  the  cornea,  which  was  found  to  be  quite  transparent; 
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the  conj'unetiva  very  vas^ttlar,  but  not  granular.  Hor  bowels 
had  been  steadily  acled  upen^  ^and  the  general  health  much  hn- 
ptoved.  '   ;  I 

Two  leeches  to  lower  lid.    Blister  behind  the  «ar.    Comhiue  the  pills 
an^  pargatite  draught. 

^   536th.-— Her  gums  have  become  tender,  and  her  breath  fetid.    > 
Omit  the  pills.    Contione  the  other  remedies. 

Blst.'^Still  some  discharge,  though  oJT  a  whitish  and  more 
healthy  appearance. 

Oentaiae  fllie  topical  remedies,  and  fe|^Iate  her  bowels  with  Seimse 
.    .  Infos,  p..r«n, 

'    Aij^st  7th.-<-Qaite  well. 

Casjb  m.— Mary  Last,  setat.  seven,  a  delicate  child>  of  a  scro- 
fulous habit,  attacked  with  puruljent  ophthalmia  of  the  left  eye,  of 
an  acute  charapter,'  for  which  bleeding,  generally  and  locally,  was 
used,  together  with  tartar  emetic  to  keep  up  nausea,  but  without 
checking  the  violence  of  the  inflammation :  sloughing  of  the 
cornea  followed,  and  the  sight  was  destroyed* 

On  the  30th  of  July,  the  right  eye  (which  had  some  months 
previously  been  affected  with  strumous  ophthalmia,)  was  attacked 
with  the  same  violent  disease,  and  threatened  as  speedy  a  course 
of  mischief  as  the  left  eye  had  undergone.  The  child  was  now 
considerably  reduced  in  strength  by  the  remedies  used  to  relieve 
the  inflammation  of  the  left  eye.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the  opi- 
nion of  Mr.  Guthrie  was  requested.  The  lids  were  much  swollen ; 
the  superibr  one  was  overlapping  the  inferior,  accompanied  with  a 
soaolff  secretion  of  pus.  On  raising  the  superior  lid,  the  cornea, 
^aviffg,  a  clouded  appearance,  was  seen  diminished  in  circum*- 
ference,  from  chemosis  of  the.  conjuncttva,  which  was  raised  in  a 
rolled  form  around  it.  The  child  was  pallid,  with  a  weak  wiry 
pulse,  and  expressed  great  pain  when  the  eye  was  touched. 

'  »  Mr.  Gathrie  advised  twenty  leeches  to  the  neighbonrhood  of  f^e  eye, 
aB4  the  drain  of  blood  from  the  orifices  to  be  kept  up  as  Ipng  as  possible  f 
and  cold  applications  to  the  part. 

^  91st  of  July.— The  eye  much  the  same.  The  leeches  repeated, 
and  a  solution  of  the  chloruret  dropped  into  the  eye  three  times 
anday.  The  chemosis  of  tl^e  conjunctiva  freely  excised  with  the 
sctasors.  Mr.G.  again  saw  the  child,  advised  a  continuance  of 
the  same  plan,  the  application  of  twelve  leeches,  cupping  on  the 
leiftple^o  the  amount  of  four  ounces,  and  a  purgative.  The  bleed- 
ing to  be  kept  up  during  the  night,  and  fresh  leeches  to  be 
ap|rfied,  if  necessary  to  its  continuance. 

August  Ist. — The  ey^ better;  a  more  abundant  purulent  dis- 
charge. The  conjunctiva  looks  paler,  and  the  chemosis  is  much 
lessened. 

The  Chloryret  of  Calcium  and  cold  applications  continued. 

2d.— The  eye  improved.     Mr.  G.  considered  it  safe. 
The  Chloruret  continued,  and  four  leeches  applied. 
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The  child  was  now  extremely  reduced  in  stretiglh;  but  the 
pulse  was  less  frequent  and  softer,  the  conjunctiva  much  paler, 
and  the  discharge  of  a  plumy  character,  hanging  in  shreds  to 
the  surface  of  the  cornea. 

From  the  3d  of  August,  the  eye  continued  to  improve.  The 
child  was  able  to  raise  the  istiperior  palpebra,  and  two  Ukef  ^libns 
were  detected,— one  extending  along  the  inferior  half  of  tiie  cor- 
nea, and  the  other  on  the  outer  si^  of  the  superibr  half  :"^ey 
were  perfectly  clear,  and  free  from  any  sloughy  appearance.  Th6 
chbruret  was  continued,  and  Hght  nourishment  administered.  ' 

August  1  Oth.«-The  ulcerations  look  smaller,  and  seem  Vo  be  heal>- 
ing,  a  slight  haziness  appearing  round  ^e  edges.  Tbe  efaild  is 
able  to  open  the  eye,  and  the  lids  ai^e  free  from  granulations*  The 
discharge  is  now  very  trifling,  and  the  general  Health  improviug^ :  • 

The  child  has  had  about  fifty  leeches  applied,  besides  the  loss  of 
four  ounces  of  blood  by  cupping. 


HYSTERICAi.  CATALEPSY.  ) 

Cktte  ofHysterUni  Catdiepsp  ;  vHth  Remarks*    B^  JoHir  ^o&Ttr, 

Sui^ecit  Acieouich^ui-.  .       » 

Catalepsy  is  a  disease  of  such  Unfrequent  occurrence  that 
many  highly  respectable  authorities*  and  Cullgn  amongst 
the  number,  have  altogether  denied  its  existence*,  Th^  few 
ihsiances  upon  record  were  regarded  as  examples  of  cr^ulity 
on  the  part  of  the  practitioner,  and  imposition  on  thfit  of  title 
patient.  It  must  be  confessed^  indeed>  that  many  <9f  tbe 
phenomena  which  nave  been  said  to  aecom^any  this  spedeft 
of  nervous  derangt^nent  are  so  very  extracmlihary,  that  tile 
total  acepticism  of  those  who  have  not  tbefmfifldves  tte^n  ^A 
instance  of  the  disease  may  easily  b&  ]iarddniBd.  The  isaiie;  ^ 
which  I  am  about  td  give  t  brief  description,  was  not  at- 
tended by  any  ot  those  marvellous  symptoms  which  have 
been  recorded  by  some  writers.*  It  exhibited,  however, 
many  curious  changes,  and  may  not  be  altogether  un^iote- 
resting  as  an  additional  illustration  of  the  variable  ch^radter 
of  diseases  which  principally  afiect  the  nervous  system^  par"* 
ticularly  when  they  occur  in  highly  susceptible  feibales;  - 

The  imnossibility  of  assigning  either  a  fixed  place  ot  tttte 
to  such  diseases  in  nosological  arrangements,  must  al^  b^ 
sufficiently  evident.  Hence  the  various  terms  which  h^tts 
been  applied  to  this  form  of  complaiiM;  by  different  hb&olo- 
gists.  Tbe  tendency  which  all  nervous  diseased  hiave  to  pasd 
into  each  other  is  well  known ;  and  in  many  other  instances^ 
besides  that  1  am.about  to  relate,  I  have  seen  sufch  a  variation 

*  Diet,  des  Sciences  Med.  p.  28{,  tome  iv. 
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of  ^symptoins  in  hyBteiical  women  in'  the  course  of  a  single 
day,  ae  would  hsive  inddfeed  difffenent  practitioners  to  havte 
considered  the  disease  to  be  either  chdrea,  hystetici,  epilepsy, 
ripotllfexy,  lethiirgy,  or  tetanus,  acciording  to  the  particular 
train  of  symptoms  that  hajppened  to  exist  at  the  moment  of 
their  watching  the  patient. 

Some  cases  of  catalepsy  hav^  been  related  which  occilrred 
'in  n^en  of  a  highly  irrjitable  temperament^  but  the  disorder  i» 
certainly  much  more  frequent  in  females^  The  same  oDser-^- 
va|f;ion  will  perhaps  apply  with  equal  propriety  to  all  ooi^Tttl- 
sive  diseases*  The  different  symptoms  wnich  are  produced  ior 
women  of  a  very  aerFOus  and  susceptible  constitution;  hf 
either  mental  or  cbrporeal  excitement;  must  be  deferred  rather 
to  ifKliYidaid  peculiarity,  than  to  a  correspbnding  diflferehce 
in  either  th&  predisposing  or  exciting  causes. 

Case. — Eliza  T.,agfed  twenty-one,  had  enjoyed  a  tolerably  good 
state  Of  health  up  to  the  petiod  of  her  present  attack.  She  had 
always  been  of  a  very  irritable  temper,  and  occasionaliy'hsfcd  suf- 
fered much  incoDvenience  from  severe  paroxysms  of  hiccup, 
Which  were  presumed  to  be  dependent  upon  an  habiti^al  constipa- 
tibh  of  this  Ibowiets.  tt  was  not  uncoihmon  for  her  to  pass  a  week 
wftiout  atiy  evacuation,  ^hild  iii  othet  r^fepects  she  appeared  to 
be  Jn  perfect  health.  She  ttfen^truated  regularly,  ^lid,  fr6m  the 
infbhVtatidn  1  received  from  her  friends,  the  disdhaV^e  was  bf  the 
tibial  quiai^tity.  In  the  begitiniD|  of  Iftst  March  she  Arrived  th 
Ldndbuy  ttiUch  fatigued  by  6  long  jouhi^y,  and  1  haVte  reason  tb 
believe  in  a  state  of  great  mental  atixiety^  on  a'<icOuftt  of  some 
atCachment  she  had fortned  in  the  couhtify.  A  short ttriSeailer  h^r 
arrival,  she  w^s  attacked  with  pain  dnd  siHrelling  of  her  foot.  Thfs 
#as  considered  to  be  a  rheuihatic  affection,  and  wal  treated  ac« 
cordingly .  ^he  then  complained  of  intense  pain  i&  the  hd^d^  add 
had  ^or  the  first  tim^  slight  hysterical  paro?cysms.  She  was  bli^d 
dhd  blistered,  and  purgatives  were  freely  administered.  VLei  head 
w!is  also  shaved,  and  cold  lotioh^  constantly  applied.  Each  day 
presented  sUch  a  transition  ol*  her  symptoms  as  to  excite  sotaae 
d6iibt  as  to  the  teal  bature  of  her  complaint,  iand  the  opinion  Of 
att*  eminent  physician  was  taken.  Who  regarded  the  cJEise  as  altoge- 
ther hysterical. 

In  cx!>nsequence  of  the  removal  of  the  patient  ^6  the  fedtiie  of  a 
fti'end  wh^  Presided  ib  my  neighbburliOdd,  t  wds  sent  for  tb  seb 
her  oh  the  SOth  of  March^  My  attendance  Was  requested  its 
speedily  as  possible,  as  she  ^a'S  supposed  tb  be  ih  a  dying  itiite'. 
I  found  her  in  bed,  atld  appai-ently  ih  a  profoUtid  slee{^.  She  had 
just  fallen  into  this  state  after  a  violeht  fit  bf  hystelrids.  Not  thb 
slightest  motiicjn  could  be  observed  in  any  pdrt  of  heir  body.  Nb 
pulsation  at  the  wrist  could  be  fell.  I'he  action  of  the  heart  Was 
so  e^tretoely  feeble,  that  it  Vras  distinguished  With  difficulty ;  and 
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no  motion  whatever  could:  either  be  seen  or  felt  in  the  carotids. 
The  pupil  of  each  eye  was  contracted  to  a  very  minute  point. .  The 
temperature  of  the  body  was  below  its  natural  degree*  A  glass 
was  held  before  her  mouth,  but  no  vapour  could  be  detected  on  its 
surface.  Her  respiration  was  not  perceptible,  for  the  chest  ap- 
peared as  perfectly  free  from  motion  as  the  other  parts  of  the 
body.  Various  stimuli  had  been  applied  without  effect.  I  re- 
mained with  her  about  an  hour,  and  perceived  that  she  drew  a 
deep  but  gentle  inspiration  about  every  ten  minutes^  and  that  there 
was  an  occasional  slight  trembling  motion  of  the  eyelids.  I  re- 
lieved the  anxiety  of  the  friends  by  assuring  them  that  the  patient 
would  rally  from  this  state,  and  directed  the  applieation  of  mus- 
tard sinapisms  to  the  feet.  A  stimulating  enema  was  also  admi- 
nistered, and  I  placed  four  drops  of  croton  oil  upon  the  tongue* 

In  this  state  she  continued  for  about  twelve  hoitrs,  when  a 
slight  hysterical  paroxysm  came  on ;  after  which  she.  rose .  kn- 
guidly  from  her  bed»  and  complained  only  of  great  weakness  and 
pains  in  different  parts  of  her  body.  She  .was  perfectly  uhcoiu 
scious  of  every  thing  that  had  occurred. 

For  two  days  she  appeared  rather  better.  Her  strength  was 
increasing,  and  the  hysterical  attacks  were  neither  so  frequent  nor 
so  severe.  The  croton  oil  acted  powerfully  upon  her  bowels. 
Light  tonics  were  now  prescribed,  and  she  was  directed  to  be  k^t 
as  quiet  as  possible,  both  in  mind  and  body. 

On  the  third  day,  she  was  suddenly  attacked  with  so  violent  a 
trembling  of  her  whole  frame. as  to  shake  the  bed  on  which  she 
lay.  In  about  half  an  hour  she  became  perfectly  tranquil,  and 
appeared  as  if  she  were  sleeping.  A  very  violent  attack  of  hysteria, 
attended  with  general  convulsions,  now  came  on,  and  it  required 
the  exertion  of  several  persons  to  prevent  her  from  injuring  her- 
self* The  enema  and  sinapisms  were  repeated  as  before,  and 
purgatives  were  given  by  the  mouth  as  soon  as  possible,  as>  the 
bowels  had  again  become  torpid.  As  she  had  not  passed  any 
water  for  nearly  twenty.four  hours,  the  catheter  was  introduced, 
but  only  about  three  or  four  ounces  of  very  high-coloured  urine 
were  drawn  off.  A  copious  evacuation  of  dark-coloared  fseces  was 
discharged  from  the  bowels ;  and  on  the  following  day,  when  I 
saw  her,  she  complained  of  nothing  more  than  great  Languor,  and 
an  indisposition  to  any  exertion. 

In  a  few  hours  after  I  had  left  her,  she  fell  into  a  state  of  com- 
plete stupor,  during  which  the  limbs  and  body  appeared  ftlternateiy 
imder  the  influence  of  the  nervous  power.  First  the  arms  were 
completely  extended,  and  thrown  into  various  positions.  The 
less  were  then  gradually  raised  upwards,  and  remained  at  their 
full  stretch  without  support.  When  these  parts  became  relaxed, 
the  body  and  head  were  affected  in  a  .similar  manner.  The  attack 
now  assumed  all  the  characters  of  catalepsy.  She  resembled  a 
figure  of  wax,  which  might  be  moulded  to  any  form.  In  whatever 
position  she  was  put,  she  remained  immoveable  as  a  statue. 
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howeyer  awkwaed  and  fudguing  it  might  be.  She  was,'  for  in* 
stance,  placed  in  a  sitting  position ,  with  her  arms  in  a  boxing 
attitude,  and  thus  she  remained  until  the  caprice  of  the  bystanders 
put  her  into  some  other  form.  One  eye  was  opened  to  its  full 
extent,  the  other  being  at  the  same  moment  closed.  It  remained 
fixed,  and  the  pupil  as  perfectly  contracted  and  immoTeable  as 
before.  The  globe  of  the  eye  appeared  quite  insensible  to  the 
touch,  as  did  the  other  parts  of  her  body.  On  two  or  Uiree  oc- 
casions, when  the  whole  body  was  under  tnis  morbid  influence,  she 
was  placed  in  a  standing  position,  with  her  limbs  in  various  atti* 
tudes,  which  would  with  difficulty  have  been  assumed,  even  for  a 
moment,  by  a  person  'in  health,  and  which  certainly  could  not 
voluntarily  have  been  supported  for  so  long  a  time  as  she  remained 
fixed  without  the  slightest  motion.  When  the  muscles  were  no 
longer.under  the  morbific  influence,  or  supplied  by  this  irregular 
iUsthbution  of  the  nervous  power,  the  parts  which  had  been  pre** 
viously  extended,  or  placed  in  any  particular  position,  suddenly 
dropped  upon  the  bed  in  a  state  of  relaxation.  From  a  standing 
or  sitting  position,  she  fell  like  a  person  struck  down  with  great 
violence,  and  then  for  some  time  remained  motionless^ as  before. 
It  would  be  uninteresting  to  dwell  minutely  upon  the  various  at- 
tacks she  had  of  a  simi]|ir  nature.  She  continued  in  this  state  for 
about  a  fortnight,  with  occasional  intervals,  during  which  her 
mental  faculties  appeared  perfect,  but  were  with  difficulty  brought 
into  action. 

For  two  or  three  days  afterwards,  her  malady  assumed  the  form' 
«f  common  chorea.  A  complete  alteration  of  symptoms  then  oc-' 
corred.  She  was  free  from  convulsive  action,  and  almost  com. 
pletely  regained  her  mental  actirity.  She  now  complMned  of 
great  pain  in  her  breasts,  which  were  obviously  enlarged,  and  tlieir 
whole  surface  was  remarkably  hard  and  tense.  The  axillary 
glands  were  also  slightly  enlarged.  Some  warm  fomentationa 
were  applied,  ^nd  the  breasts  in  the  course  (^  the  next. day  as*- 
sumed  their  natural  appearance.    . 

During  the  whole  progress  of  the  case,  every  means  were 
adopted  to  regulate  the  state  of  the  bowels.  This  was  always  ac-* 
complished  with  difficulty,  but  it  may  be  observed  that,  at  the 
time  of  her  becoming  cataleptic,  she  had  daily  evacuations,  of  a 
natural  appearance. 

She  was  afterwards  removed  to  St.  George's  Hospital,  and  dur- 
ing kitt  short  stay  there  lunderstand  the  same  cunous  alternation 
of  symptOnfis  ocdurred,  together  with  a  return  of  the  cataleptic 
state.  She  is  now  in  the  country,  in  a  very  debilitated  state  of 
health,  and  still  suffers  from  violent  attacks  of  hysteria.  Two 
issues  have  been  inserted  in  her  neek  and  arm,  without  any  allevi- 
ation of  her  symptoms. 

The  anomalous  and  inexplicable  symptoms  which  fre(]^uently 
occur  in  hysterical  females  are  too  well  known  to  require  any 
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particular  comment ;  and  I  am  aware  that  the  experienced 
physician  would  not  participate  in  the  alarm  which  is  always 
excited  by  that  death-like  appearance  I  have  here.described, 
and  which  so  frequently  succeeds  to  violent  paroxysms  oJF 
hysteria.  It  is  now  nearly  eighteen  years  ago  since  I  first 
saw  a  patient  in  this  apparently  hopeless  state,  and  I  confess, 
without  hesitation,  tnat  I  imagined,  and  declared  to  the 
friends,  that  death  would  speedily  ensue.  In  many  cases 
which  I  have  subsequently  seen,  I  have  known  3[0ung  men 
compromise  their  reputation,  as  I  ^ad  don^,  by  giving  a  der 
cid^(|l]r  unfavourable  prognosis,  whep  9,  mqre  exp^nyenoed 
pn^^titioner  has  declared,  wiAout  hesitation,  that  the  UTe  of 
the  patient  was  not  in  danger.  We  should  not  then  forget  the 
observation  of  Hoffman  upon  the  subject  of  hysteria:  *'  Ut 
vald6  terribilis  hie  videtur  morbus,  in  se  tamen  non  adeo 
periculosus  est.''  The  caution  I  wish  to  convey  upon  this 
subject  can  only  be  necessary  for  those  who  are  lipon  the 
threshold  of  their  professional  avocations,  and  it  is  to  such 
only  that  I  presume  to  direct  my  observations. 

Hysteria,  of  course,  like  every  other  disease,  may  be  com- 
plicated with  some  other  affection  of  af  more  dangerous  tea- 
dencY,  and  our  prognosis  must  then  be  modified  accordingly. 
Neither  must  it  be  forgotten  that  confirmed  epilepsy,  n^ania;, 
i^d  other  very  serious  consequences,  sometime^  resul};  from 
repeated  attacks  of  simple  hysteria.  But  I  have  neither  seen 
nor  l^eard  of  any  cases  of  women  having  died  in  that  state  of 
lethargy  and  total  insensibility  which  so  frequently  occuis 
after  violent  hysterical  paroxysms. 

During  the  progress  of  hysterical  complaints,  symptoms  of 
local  inflammation  not  unfrequently  occur,  which  are  also 
likely,  to  deceive  the  inexperienced  practitioner.  I  believe, 
however,  with  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  that  it  very  rarely 
happens  that  "  attacks  of  hysteria  concur  with  the  active  in- 
flammation of  a  vital  organ,  although  nothing  is  more  com- 
mon in  practice  than  to  bleed^  largely  in  such  cases,  from  an 
apprehension  of  oi^anic  disease.  It  will  be  found,  however, 
that  the  acute  local  pain,  of  which  hysterical  women  very 
frequently  complain,  will  speedily  si^bside  in  i^ost  cas^ 
witnout  the  use  of  the  lancet,  or  at  l^st  by  a  very  moderate 
abstraction  of  blood*  The  pain  may  be  severe  lor  a  few  hours, 
but  it  is  rarely  fixed.  The  hysterical  patient  often  complains 
of  intense  pain  of  the  head,  of  the  chest,  and  of  the  side,  in 
rapid  succession.  There  is  scarcely  an  organ  of  the  body 
which  does  not  occasionally  suffer  in  the  course  of  this  ever- 
varying  disease,  but  still  the  symptoms  are  very  different 
from  those  of  pure  local  inflammation,  although  they  are 
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fre(}ueatiy  suppoaed  to  indicate  itsj  existence,  and  to  lead  to  a 
mode  of  treatment  which  is  at  once  unnecessary  and  preju- 
dicial to  the  patient.  Upon  this  subject  I  beg  particularly 
to  refer  to  the  ninth  chapter  of  Dr.  Hall's  recent  publication.''^ 
I  have  seen  many  cases  which  convince  me  of  the  accuracy 
and  judgment  of  his  remarks.  In  hysterical  women  there  is 
also  very  frequently  a  tenderness  of  the  whole  surface  of  the 
body,  which  confirms  the  suspicion  of  local  inflammation. 
When  there  is  this  state  of  morbid  sensibility  lo  the  slightest 
pressure^  the  patient  will  equally  complain  whether  il  is  ap- 
plied to  the  part  which  has  been  previously  the  seat  of  pain, 
or  to  any  other  part  of  the  body.  Several  instances  of.  this 
sort  have  occurred  to  me  in  the  course  of  the  last  few  yearal 
It  is  necessary,  then,  that  we  should  not  hastily  infer  the 
existence  of  idiopathic  inflammatory  disease  from  the  occur- 
rence of  the  wandering  pains  of  various  parts,  to  which  hys^ 
terical  women  are  subject.  These  complaints  may,  perhaps, 
be  more '  correctly  attributed  to  an  irregular  distribution  of 
the  nervous  influence,  than  to  any  inflamniatory  affection.  A 
constipated  state  of  the  bowels  is  much  more  common  in 
females  thaii  in  men.  In  many  instances  I  have  known 
women,  apparently  in  good  health,  who  had  seldom  more  thai! 
one  evacuation  every  tnird  day.  To  this  irregular  condition 
of  the  digestive  organs  but  little  attention  is  paid,  and  there 
can  be.  no  doubt  that  it  frequently  lays  the  foundation  for 
hysteria  and  other  nervous  affections. 


RETENllON  OF  URINE. 

Ca$iB  c^  Retention  of  Urine  from  Strictures^  relieved  by  puncturing 
the  Blad4t^y  and  followed  by  HeajMLturia*  By  M.  W.  Andrews, 

E$q.  .        * 

J.  Fdi,  a  gentleman's  servant,  about  forty-six  years  of  age,  had  an 
attack  of  acute  hepatitis.  He  was  twice  bled  at  the  arm ;  leeches 
wexe  applied  over  liie  region  of  the  liver,  which  was  fdlowed  by  a 
blister,  and  mercurial  purgatives  with  senna  were  administered. 
With  this  treatment  the  inflammatory  symptoms  were  subdued, 
and  in  about  ten  days  from  the  attack  he  was  considered  conva^ 
lescent«  During  the  time  the  blist^  was  on,  he  suffered  much 
fromdysuria;  which,  however,  was  relieved  by  the  use  of  mucila* 
ginous  drinks  and  diuretic  medicines. 

«  About  ten  days  after,  on  Thursday,  14th  June,  he  was  attacked 
with  pain  and  difficulty  in  voiding  urine,  passing  only  a  very  small 
quantity  at  a  time,  with  an  almost  constant  desire  to  make  water: 

*  Dr.  Mabsuall  Hall  on  some  Diseases  of  Females :  I8i2!7. 
Nq,  34{^.— JVtf.  17,  Nw  Series.  3  F 
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the  appearance  of  what  he  passed  he  described  as  resembling  port 
wine.  About  twelve  at  night,  he  voided  two  ounces,  with  great 
straining ;  after  which,  it  only  came  away  by  drops,  attended  with 
excruciating  pain  in  the  glans  penis,  until  at  length  a  complete 
retention  took  place. 

I  saw  him  first  at  ten  a.m.  Friday  I5th  June,  and  found  him  in 
a  state  of  great  local  irritation,  having  passed  a  very  restless 
night,  with  constant  desire  to  make  water,  but  was  informed  that 
none  had  passed  since  midnight.  He  was  not  feverish,  nor  did 
his  pulse  appear  to  be  affected.  He  was  very  costive,  not  having 
had  a  motion  for  three  days  ;  and  felt  great  pain  in  the  urethra, 
particularly  at  the  glans  penis.  The  bladder,  on  examination, 
did  not  appear  to  contain  much  urine ;  nor  did  the  pressure  of  the 
hand  over  the  region  of  it  give  any  increased  uneasiness,  or  evince 
the  least  degree  of  tenderness. 

I  attempted  to  introduce  a  flexible  gum  catheter,  which,  from 
the  spasm  on  the  stricture,  could  not  be  passed  beyond  six  inches. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  did  not  think  it  right  to  use  any 
violence,  or  force  the  catheter  through  the  stricture,  but  consi- 
dered it  more  prudent  to  evacuate  the  bowels,  which  I  thought 
would  probably  be  the  means  of  relieving  the  bladder  also.  To 
effect  which,  I  ordered  him  six  grains  of  calomel,  with  half  a  grain 
of  opium,  in  a  pill,  to  be  taken  immediately ;  and  in  four  hours 
after,  a  common  senna  draught,  which  operated  copiously,  but 
without  producing  any  effect  on  the  urinary  organs.  I  then  pre- 
scribed the  following  mixture : 

R.  Spir.  ^th.  Nitros.  f5  iij.;  Macil.  Acaciae  f  { ij. ;  Tiuct.  Hyoscyam. 

f 3ju. ;  Spir.  Janiperi  comp.  f 3  ij« ;  Aq.  distillatie  f  Jvss.  M.  fiat  capiat 

cochl.iij.  qaartis  horis. 

In  the  evening,  the  pain  at  the  glans  penis  and  irritation  in  the 
urethra  being  increased,  I  made  another  attempt  to  pass  the  ca- 
theter, but  could  not  advance  it  beyond  six  inches :  hemorrhage 
followed.  I  then  tried  a  small  silver  catheter,  but  with  the  same 
result.  Having  been  foiled  in  my  attempts  to  relieve  the  bladder, 
and  being  unwilling  to  increase  the  irritation  by  further  trials  at 
that  time,  and  not  considering  an  operation  then  justified,  I  passed 
down  a  fine  plaster  bougie  as  far  as  the  stricture,  secured  it  in  the 
urethra,  and  ordered  him  again  into  the  warm  bath ;  which,  with 
a  full  dose  of  opium,  produced  a  profuse  perspiration,  and  relieved 
the  pain  and  irritation  of  the  urethra. 

The  bath  was  ordered  to  be  repeated  at  eight  in  the  momiDg. 

Saturday,  16th. — I  learnt  that  he  had  passed  some  urine  by  the 
sides  of  the  bougie  during  the  night,  which  led  me  to  hope  that  I 
had  succeeded  in  removing  the  spasm :  I  therefore  withdrew  the 
bougie  slowly,  desiring  him  at  the  same  time  to  make  an  effort  to 
void  his  urine.  A  small  quantity  passed  in  a  very  fine  stream,  but 
not  enough  to  afford  relief.  I  then  made  another  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  introduce  the  catheter,  which  was  followed  by  a  consi- 
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derable  discharge  of  blood.  The  bladder  stiil  not  appearing  to  be 
much  distended,  and  thepulse  not  indicating  any  genersd  disturbance  • 
in  the  system,  J  determined  on  waiting  a. few  hours  longer,  and,  if 
I  did  not  then  succeed,  to  puncture  it.  I  therefore  introduced 
another  bougie,  and  secured  it  in  the  urethra  as  before,  and  or- 
dered him  a  full  dose  of  opium,  which  produced  much  ease  and  a 
considerable  perspiration.  At  ten  in  the  evening,  I  put  him  again 
into  the  warm  bath,  and,  after  withdrawing  the  bougie,  made 
another  unsuccessful  trial,  which,  like  the  former,  was  followed  by 
a  discharge  of  blood.  Finding  that  the  spasm  could  not  be  over- 
come, I  punctured  the  bladder  through  the  rectum,  after  a  reten- 
tion of  forty.seven  hours,  and  drew  off  thirty-two  ounces  of  urine, 
which  had  a  very  healthy  appearance.  Having  secured  the  canula 
in  its  situation,  and  fitted  a  small  wooden  plug  to  the  orifice,  I 
left  him,  with  directions  to  the  person  who  was  to  remain  with  hip 
through  the  night  to  remove  it  whenever  he  felt  a  desire  to  make 
water. 

Although  there  had  apparently  been  so  litUe  disturbance  in  the 
system  previous  to  the  operation,  the  relief  which  he  experienced 
from  it  was  very  great  I  gave-  him  a  moderate  dose  of  opium, 
and  on  Sunday  morning  (17th,)  found  him  very  tranquil,  having 
passed  a  tolerably  good  night. 

At  ten  A.M.  I  applied  the  caustic  bougie  to  the  stricture  at  six 
inches,  which  produced  very  little  uneasiness,  and  completely  re- 
moved the  spasm ;  as  at  two  p.m.  he  voided  some  urine  through 
the  urethra  in  a  small  stream,  and  continued  to  do  90  at  intervds 
during  the  day  and  following  night,  a  few  drops  only  passing 
through  the  artificial  channel.  On  Monday  (18th),  no  water 
passing  through  the  canula,  I  withdrew  it,  considering  it  no  longer 
necessary,  more  especially  as  it  began  to  produce  a  slight  degree 
of  irritation. 

Tuesday,  19th. — At  nine  a.m*  I  again  applied  the  caustic,  and 
desired  him  to  make  water  immediately  after,  whiclr  he  did  with- 
out the  smallest  difficulty,  though  in  a  fine  stream. 

At  twelve  o'clock  he  had  a  severe  rigor,  followed  by  considera- 
ble fever,  which  ended  in  profuse  perspiration.  This  I  at  first 
considered  likely  to  have  been  induced/by  the  application,  although 
there  was  no*  great  degree  of  pain  experienced  at  the  time ;  but  I 
afterwards  had  reason  to  attribute  it  to  some  derangement  of  the 
kidneys,  as  a  total  suppression  of  their  secretion  took  place,  and 
continued  for  thirty-six  hours,  during  which  period  there  was  a 
great  disposition  to  a  comatose  state.  After  emptying  his  bowels 
thoroughly  by  a  mercurial  purge,  &c.  I  gave  him  the  above 
diuretic  mixture,  as  ordered  on  the  1 5th. 

On  Wednesday  night  (20th,}  about  thirty.six  hours  after  the 
rigor,  the  secretion  returned,.  ai)d  he  passed,  about  midnight,  a 
very  small  quantity  (about  half  an  ounce)  of  bloody  urine.  This 
he  continued  to  do  at  intervals  through  the  night  and  Ibllowing 
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day  (Thursday  2l8t) :  the  quantity  gradually  increasing,  but 
always  mixed  with  blood,  in  such  proportions  as  at  first  sight  to 
give  the  appearance  of  very  high  coloured  porter,  and  always  de- 
positing a  ihin  loose  coagulum  at  the  bottom  of  the  vessel.  Its 
smell  was  very  offensive.  This  morning  he  had  another  distinct 
rigor,  which  did  not  last  so  long  as  the  first,  but  was  followed  by 
an  equal  degree  of  fever  and  perspiration. 

The  water  which  passed  during  the  stages  of  this  paroxysm  was 
less  in  quantity,  contained  a  larger  proportion  of  blood,  and  oc- 
casioned a  considerable  degree  of  heat  and  pain  in  passing  through 
the  urethra. 

At  night  I  gave  him  an  anodyne,  with  one  drachm  of  Spirit. 
iEth.  Nitros.;  and  on  the  fbllovdng  day  (Friday  22d,)  a  mixture 
containing  two  grains  of  the  Sulphate  of  Quinine  in  each  dose. 
This  was  repeated  every  four  hours  during  the  day,  and  the  diu- 
retic opiate  at  bedtime. 

Saturday,  23d. — The  quantity  of  urine  voided  was  about  two 
pints  and  a  half  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  but  always  mixed  with 
blood.  The  tongue  this  morning  was  very  much  coated  with  a 
deep  orange-coloured  fur.  I  continued  the  mixture  during  the 
day,  and  gave  him  five  grains  of  calomel  at  bedtime,  and  a  senna 
draught  on  the  following  morning  (Sunday  24th.)  This  medicine 
acted  very  well,  and  his  tongue  became  much  cleaner  in  conse- 
quence. The  urine  which  passed  during  the  night  did  not  appear 
to  be  quite  so  bloody.     * 

Continaed  the  Qninine  mutnre,  with  the  addition  of  f^.  of  Spir.  iEtb. 
Nitros.  to  each  dose ;  and  repeated  the  night  draoght. 

Monday,  25th.— Passed  a  good  night.  Urine  still  containing  a 
considerable  quantity  of  blood,  but  passed  without  pain.  Indeed, 
he  did  not  now  complain  of  pain  any  where,  but  great  general  de- 
bility, and  no  appetite. 

Ordered  him  some  white  fish  for  dinner,  and  contioned  his  medicines. 

Tuesday,  26th.— Passed  a  good  night.  Urine  contained  rather 
more  blood. 

Omit  the  Qainine  mixture,  and  ordered  the  following— R.  Potass.  Nit. 
588. ;  Mist.  Amygd.  fjvj.  M.  fiat  capiat  qnart.  part,  ter  in  die.— Rep'  H. 
Anod.  diaret.  et  Mist.  Amygd.  nocte. 

Continues  to  pass  water  without  pain,  though  in  a  very  small 
stream,  which  is  sometimes  divided,  and  still  bloody.  Tongue 
clean ;  pulse  regular,  and  much  stronger. 

Fish  dinner,  with  dilating  drinks  and  farinaceous  diet — H.  Anod. 
diaret.  nocte. 

Wednesday,  27th. — Passed  a  good  night,  but  felt  rather  languid 
this  morning.  Urine  of  the  same  appearance ;  passes  between 
four  and  five  ounces  at  each  time,  once  in  about  five  or  six  hours ; 
no  pain  in  the  region  of  the  kidneys,  or  about  the  bladder.  Bowels 
regularly  moved  once  or  twice  every  day.  Ordered  him  a  glass 
of  wine  and  water  at  dinner,  in  consequence  of  being  rather  low ; 
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fish  for  dinner.    Felt  chilly  and  uncomfortable  after  taking  the 
wine,  and  in  the  evening  was  very  low  and  languid ;  pulse  weak. 
Continaed  the  anodyne  at  bedtime. 

Thursday,  28th. — Passed  a  good  night,  and  felt  stronger ;  pulse 

fuller  and  regular  (seventy-two) }  urine  appears  to  contain  a  grater 

proportion  of  blood. 

R.   Ol.  Terebinth,  m.sxx.;  Macil.  Acaciae  ffjaii.;  Mist.  Amygd.. 
f^vjss.   M.   capiat  cochl.  iij.  ampl.    qaartis  horis. — Repet'  H.  Anod. 
dinret.  h.  s. 

Friday,  29th. — Night  good ;  bowels  moved ;  pulse  seventy-two ; 
appetite  somewhat  improved ;  urine  the  same,  but  no  pain  in  the 
kidneys,  bladder,  or  urethra. 
Cent' Diedicamenta.       ^ 

•   Saturday,  30th. — Slept  well;    feels  stronger;    tongue  clean; 
pulse  natural  in  number,  but  rather  weak ;  urine  in  appearance  as 
yesterday,  but  imparts  a  strong  terebinthinate  odour. 
Continue  same  medicines. 

Sunday,  July  1st —Pulse  eighty;  no  alteration  in  the  urine,  and 
in  other  respects  as  yesterday. 

Omit  the  Terebinthinate  mixture. — R.  Liq.  PotaMaa  f5ij.;  MnciL 
Acaciae  f^ij.;  Tinct.  Kino^  fSU* »  Aq.  distillatae  f^iijss.  fiat  M.  |part. 
ter  in  die  somend. — H.  An<MC  dinret.  nocte. 

Monday,  2d. — Passed  a  good  night,  and  feels  himself  improv- 
ing in  strength.    Urine  rather  clearer,  with  less  blood. 

Wednesday,  4th.— Still  continuing  to  improve;  urine  less 
charged  with  blood ;  night  very  good ;  bowels  rather  confined. 

Omif  H.  Anod.  et  8nm>'  H.  Sennae  primo  mane  (which  operated  well). 
Contr  Mist.  AUial. 

Friday,  6th. — Urine  peiKectly  free  from  any  admixture  of  blood, 

but  rather  high  coloured. 
Cont'  med. 

Sunday,  8th.^ — Unne  in  appearance  and  quantity  natural. 
Omit'  Mist.  Alkal.  et  somat'  Mist  Cinchome  ter  in  die. 

Monday,  July  dOth. — Health  very  much  improved.  Resumed 
the  treatment  of  his  strictures,  which  yielded  to  three  more  appli- 
cations of  the  caustic,  and  allowed  a  flexible  gum  catheter  to  be 
freely  passed  into  the  bladder. 

October  ist. — Continues  perfectly  well  as  regards  his  urinary 
organs,  and  has  regained  flesh  and  strength. 

Query : — ^Was  the  first  rigor  induced  by  the  caustic  ?  or 
was  it  the  consequence  of  the  suppressed  secretion  of  the 
kidneys  ?  Did  the  blood  come  from  the  kidneys^  or  from 
the  inner  membrane  of  the  bladder? 

ArliiigUm''8treet ;  October,  18S7. 
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C JGSAREAN  SECTION. 

Memmwndvm  of  two  Cases  of  C(Bsarean  SectioHf  performed  at  the 
Civil  Hospital,  Pbague.  CovmuBicated  i&  a  Letter  from 
Dr.  Lefkyre  to  Mr.  Traye&s. 

DuBiNO  my  stay  at  Prague,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
two  women  who  had  undergone  and  recovered  from  the 
CsBsarean  operation.  The  one  was  a  Jewess,  very  much  de- 
formed  by  curvature  of  the  spine,  and  of  very  smaU  stature. 
She  was  pregnant  three  years  ago  for  the  first  time,  and  was 
twenty-seven  years  of  age.  She  was  three  days  in  labour,  an4 
had  no  other  assistance  than  that  of  a  midwife,  who  did  not 
even  attempt  to  deliver  her  by  means  of  instruments.  On 
the  fourUi  day  she  was  conveyed  to  the  hospital,  and,  as  the 
pelvis  was  found  on  examination  to  be  excessively  contracted, 
the  CsBsarean  operation  was  immediately  determined  upon, 
and  performed  by  Dr.  Fbidzt,  surgeon  and  clinical  professor 
to  the  Civil  Hospital  at  Prague.  The  operation  was  not  fol- 
lowed by  any  serious  consequences,  and  the  patient  was  dis- 
missed cured.  Upon  examining  the  woman  by  permission  of 
the  professor,  I  found  a  cicatrix  extending  from  the  umbilicus 
to  tne  symphysis  pubis.  As  the  body  was  much  inclined 
towards  the  left  side,  so  the  cicatrix  was  of  a  semilunar  form, 
and  the  integuments  of  the  abdomen  were  plaited  as  it  were 
in  large  folds.  It  is  more  than  three  years  sii^^  the  operation 
was  performed ;  the  woman  is  in  perfect  health,  and  gains  her 
bread  by  labour.  She  complains  only  occasionally  of  pain 
and  numbness  in  both  thighs. 

The  second  case  was  still  in  the  hospital,  and  had  been  ope- 
rated upon  eidbt  weeks  previous  to  my  seeing  her.  She  is 
the  wife  of  a  Bohemian  peasant,  and  has  had  one  child, — 
the  labour  was  perfectly  natural.  She  became  again  preg- 
nant, and  gestation  went  on  naturally  till  the  end  of  the  sixth 
month,  except  that  the  tumor  of  the  abdomen  was  more  pro- 
jecting than  usual,  and  inclined  towards  the  right  side.  After 
the  sixth  month,  the  movements  of  the  child  were  not  sen* 
sible;  the  breasts  became  enlarged,  and  milk  oozed  from 
them  for  a  short  time.  There  was  also  slight  uterine  hemor- 
rhage. At  the  end  of  the  ninth  month,  labour  pains  came  on. 
were  very  severe,  but  subsided,  and  returned  at  intervals  oi 
ten  days  till  the  end  of  the  deventh  month.  She  was  at  this 
time  taken  to  the  hospital,  and  examined  by  Dr.  Krombo- 
HOFF,  professor  of  midwifery  in  the  university  of  Prague. 
He  found  a  spheroidal  tumor  m  the  vagina,  and  the  os  uteri 
turned  towards  the  left  side.  The  case  was  pronpunced  one 
of  extra-uterine  pregnancy,  and  the  woman  was  conveyed  into 
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the  surgical  wards,  and  operated  upon  by  Dr.  Fridzt.  The 
incision  was  six  inches  in  length,  extending  from  half  an  inch 
below  the  umbilicus  to  the  symphysis  pubis*  The  head  of 
the  child,  which  presented,  was  extracted  by  a  simple  ma- 
noeuvre. The  placenta  and  membranes  were  left  in  the  abdo- 
men. The  child  had  been  dead  apparently  some  time.  The 
wound  was  united  by  means  of  adhesive  plaster,  about  an 
inch  of  the  inferior  portion  being  left  open  for  the  escape  of 
fluids  from  the  abdomen.  These  were  the  only  means  em- 
ployed. She  was  once  bled  from  the  arm,  and  leeches  were 
once  applied.  The  wound  is  now  almost  completely  healed, 
a  small  fistulous  opening  remaining  only  at  the  inferior  portion, 
from  which  a  healthy  pus  is  secreted.  She  is  now  taking 
tonics,  and  is  allowed  meat,  but  neither  wine  nor  beer. 
The  functions  are  aH  becoming  natural.  Stools  have  hitherto 
been  procured  only  by  means  of  enemas.  The  countenance  is 
animated  and  cheerful;  the  pulse  small,  but  not  irritable;  the 
appetite  good.  I  saw  the  woman  three  times  during  my  stay 
at  Prague,  and  there  is  every  probability  of  her  speedy  reco- 
very. The  name  written  on  the  board  at  the  head  of  the  bed 
was  "  Pototza  Veronica,  aet.  thirty-two,  operat.  10  July.^  I 
requested  Dr.  Fridzt  to  allow  me  to  have  a  statement  of  the 
case  in  writing;  to  which  he  most  kindly,  consented,  and  to 
which  he  has  subscribed  his  name. 

I  inclose  it  as  it  was  drawn  up  by  a  German  student :  it 
contains  merely  what  I  have  written.  This  is  the  third  ope* 
ration  performed  at  this  hospital  by  the  same  professor :  one 
of  these  only  had  failed. 

Pragme;  SepiemUr  Ui,  18^. 

TREATBCENT  OF  INTERinTTENTS. 

CeLses  illustrating  the  Efficacy  of  Anenic  in  Intermittent  Fever. 
By  Mr.  I^illiam  Teevan,  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  and  Licentiate  of  the  Company  of  Apothecaries  of 

London. 

< 

Were  it  necessary,  I  could  adduce  numerous  cases  which 
have  been  treated  auring  the  present  season,  in.proof  of  the 
very  great  value  of  arsenic  in  intermittent  fever,  although 
this  medicine  appears  to  have  fallen  into  unmerited  disuse. 
It  will  be  observed,  that  in  Case  the  Hid.  in  which  the  sul- 
phate of  quinine,  and  in  Case  the  Vth.  the  bark,  were  given 
without  any  material  advantage,  the  paroxysms  were  speedily 
arrested  by  the  arsenic.  Should  cough  or  sickness  of  the 
stomach  supervene  during  the  administration  of  this  medicine. 
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it  ought  to  be  relinquished  im'nkedia^ly,  uhtil  these  apxip- 
tOQis  are  subdued,  which  should  be  combated  by  the  Hisual 
remedies  bad  recourse  to  on  other  occasions. 

Case  I. — A.  B.,  forty-six  years  <^f  age,  states  that  he  was  at- 
tacked with  ague  six  mouths  ago,  which  came  on  every  morning  at 
eight  o'clock,  and  continued  the  greater  pan  of  the  day.  He 
complains  of  pain  in  the  head  and  loss  Of  appetite;  tongue  covered 
with  a  white  fur,  5 

March  7th,  1827,— ft.  Infni.  Senna  Jjw.;  Magnes.Sulph..^}^*;'^!^ 
'  Siroplioit  5iJ.  M.  $«t  haatftos  statim  siimco<l«i^R«;  liq*  AfaeDiesli9.«i*'x»; 

Aq.  diiCillat«  ^as.  M.  fiatinnttBs  ytottoperatrlimt*  purg*  swa^ndps,  et 

qaartis  horia  repetend. 

9lh.— No  return  of  fever;  tongue  clean;  boWels  regular;  pms 
in  the  bones. 

12th.— Quite  well ;  has  bad  no  return  of  fever  since  th^  oov^ 
mencement  of  the  medicine.  '    ^  .     -       ;  '« 

•Case  II. — R.  S.,  twenty-four  years  efage^i  xiftme  ubder'Jdiy 
carCy  having  ague  of  tertian  type,  which  has  existed  seveb  wed^s. 
The  paroxysms  come  on  at  irregular  intervals,  «b  thAf  he  Wdid  not 
cadcnlate  the  time  of  their  approach.  j  .  "    •  ^ 

'   March  10th,  1827. --R.  Honat.  Aneoical  nt  a^ta^msertp.  qaaitis 
horia  snmendns.  -       r  .    * 

12i|h.-^He  had  a  slight  attadc  of  feter  yesterday,  wludh  dtdiiiot 
last  more  than  two  hours. 

Pentat  in  nan  medicament.  ''  /    -     « 

14tht*-The  ague  has  not  returned  since  the  last  report. '. 
17th. — Remainsquite  well;  discharged  cured. 

Case  III.— James  Roberts,  thirty-two  years  of  age,  siys  th^t, 
three  months  ago,  he  was  taken  ill  of  ag^e,  whidi  came  on  regu- 
larly at  eight  o'clock  a.m.  :  latterly,  however,  the  paroxydm»came 
on  every  other  day  at  four  o'clock  p.m.  and  continued  throughout 
Ae  night.  He  has  taken  the  sulphate  of  quinine  upwards  of 
three  weeks^  with  temporary  advantage;  die  paroxysms  retumtag 
as  soon  as  he  left  off  the  medicine. 

May  24th,  1827.*-.R.  liq.  Arsenicalia  m.x.;  A^.  distHlatb  iJm*M. 
fiat  baiutus  quartis  horis  sumeodus, 

26th.— The  ague  has  not  returned  since  he  took  the  medicine ; 
expresses  himself  much  relieved. 
Perstat  iuiosa  medicament. 

28th.— Quite  well. 

Case  IV.— Alexander  Reilly,  setat.  forty-three,  states  that  he 

has  been  labouring  under  ague  three  weeks,  and  has  not  taken  any 

medicine.     The  paroxysms  make  their  appearance  every  other 

day,  at  irregular  periods,  and  gei^erally  last  for  eight  or  ten  hours. 

April  17th,  1827.— r.  Liq.  A/«enicali»  m.x.;  Aq.  distillat®  gjss.  M- 
nat  hanstaa  qnartis  horia  snmendf. 
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20lh.-« Better:  has  had  no  retuni  of  fe?er. 
Repef  medicament. 

24th.«-«>Qaite  well ;  didcharg;ed  cored* 

CASfi  v.— A,  RobiDsony  wtat.  thirty-seveti,  eleven  weeks  ill  of 
quartan  ague,  says  he  has  been  two  months  in  hospital,  and  has 
taken  bark  without  deriving  any  advantage  ;  tongue  white ;  appe- 
tite impaired ;  bowels  irregular ;  sense  of  heaviness  in  the  head ; 
and  soreness  over  the  body,  as  if  it  had  been  bruised ;  pain  in 
the  bones. 

•  Jone  2dy  lS27.**-ft.  Haan.  Senniec.  Magiies.  Snlph.  •t&tim  snmendns. 
R.  Liq«  Arseuicaru  m.  xv. )  Aq.  distiilatae  ^ss.  M«  t»t  haMC  ^oarttf 
boiis  saiuend.  post  operat.  haast.  parg. 

6tb.— Fever  at  the  usual  period;  great  sickness  of  stomach 
after  taking  the  medicine ;  tongue  white ;  bowels  confined ;  pm 
in  the  bones*  ' 

Repet'  Haastos  Pnrg.  stat.  samend.,  et  omitf^  Liq.  Anenical. 

6th. — Bowels  open  three  or  four  times^;  tongue  clean ;  appetite 
improved. 

Repet'  liquor  ArseDicalw  quartis  horis^ 
10th.  No  return  of  fever.— 14th.  Quite  well;  discharged  cured. 

Case  VI.— Sarah  Brady,  aged  .twenty-seven,  ten  days  ill  of 
ag^e,  tertian  type;  she  has  taken  no  medicine. 

June  4th,  1827. — i^.  Haost  liq.  Anenical.  at  supra  praeacrip.  qnartis 
horis  samend. 

7th. — No  return  of  the  paroxysms. 
Pentat.  m  osa  medicament. 

10th. — Having  remained  well  since  the  last  report^  she  was  dis* 
charged. 

[The  doses  of  arsenic  employed  by  Mr.  Teevait  in  the  above 
cases  were  larger  than  those  usually  given :  perhaps,  however,  we  are 
in  general  rather  timid  in  the  use  of  powerful  remedies.  In  a  recent 
Number  of  the  New- York  Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  a  case  of 
Chorea  is  detailed >by  Dr.  James  Fountain,  in  which  a  young 
lady  took  ten  drops  of  the  Liq.  Arsenalis  every  two  hours  for  four 
days :  the  pulse  was  raised  to  120;  and  the  vascular  action  became 
♦*  intense;"  the  patient,  however,  speedily  recovered.] 


PHYSIOLOGY. 
On  Life,    By  Sir  George  Smith  Gibbes. 

It  appears,  from  welUestablished  experiments,  that  all  the 
animal  tissues  are  resolvable  on  decomposition  into  minute 
bodies,  which,  in  water,  and  under  the  influence  of. the  sun, 
possess  life  and  activity.  These  animalcula,  or,  moxe  pro- 
perly speaking,  these  ultimate  points  of  vital  activity,  cannot 
be  further  decomposed  except  by  the  agency  of  fire,  when 
they  become  subject  to  chemical  laws,  and  assume  the  state 
of  gas. 
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By  the  aid  of  themicroscopaAncl  wHIi  a.little  managiaiQenl, 
it  may  be  clearly  seen  that  m$uiy  of  the  processes  of  life  de- 
pend upon  these  minate  «umals^  and. that  the. ordlBaiy  laws 
pf  matter,  or  the  laws  which  regulate  the  material  worlds  i^e 
totally  out  of  the  question  in  explaining  the  phenprnena  pre- 
sented by  these^  the  apparent  rudiments  of  vitality. 
.  The  vitality  and  activity  of.th^  animiiJcula  ii^fu^prija  d^: 
pend  upon. the. influ^x^ce  oi  the  sun^  und^r  which  every  ^pl 
of  water  becomes  tenanted  by  myriads  of^hem,  all  displaymg, 
when  examined  by  .the  micsospope,  the  most  unequivocal 
proo^oflife* 

The  sun,  the  source  of  life  as  well  as  light,  supplies  this 
^tality  in  all  the  endless  variety  of  oigahised  and  lining 
aotion ;  and  modifies  tnatter/  in  all  these  processes,  in  a  man- 
ner totally  different  from  all  physical  and  chemical  principles. 
We  might  as  teasonably  Compare  a  scarlet  colour  with  the 
sound  of  a  trumpet/  as  the  phenomena  of  life  and  organisa- 
tion with  any  of  the  subjects  or  any  of  the  laws  of  the  mate- 
rial world*. 

,  ^  The  most  subtle  fluids,  as  heat,  light,  electricity,  magne- 
tism, &c.  present  phenomena  which  every  new  discovery 
brings  nearer  in  affinity  to  the  material  world.  Life,  ,on  the 
contrary,  is  wholly^  independent  of  all  these,  opposing  the 
laws  of  matter  in  every  .instance,  and  defying,  in  all  its 
combinations,  those  laws  of  affinity  and  altraction  which 
form  the  foundation  of  the  physical  sciences.  Organised 
bodies  are  endowed  with  properties  totally  different  from  all 
Others,  and  no  portion  of  such  bodies  is  subject  to  the  ordi- 
nary laws  of  nature  until  every  vestige  of  life  be  extinct. 

Although  in  the  dissecting  room. the  human  subject  be 
dead  as  regards  the  creature  then  under  consideration,  yet 
the  vitality  is  not  lost*  for  every  part  of  the  organised  struo 
ture.  resolves  itself  into  new  arrangements,  and  myriads  of 
vital  rudiments  reassert  their  rank  in  the  living  world.  Thus 
manures  supply  them  to  the  growing  v^etable,  and  digestion 
.pceparea  them  for  the  use  of  animals*  Built  up  as  tlie  human 
fabric  is  by  innumerable  myriads  of  living  judiments,  we 
easily  admit  the  fact  that  every  portion  of  it  possesses  vital 
powers :  powers,  in  every  possible  view  of  them^  wholly,  dif- 
fering from  the  laws  which  regulate  every  subject  of  the  ma- 
terial world. 

.  Above  thirty  years  ago  I  instituted  a  series  of  .experiments 
respecting  this  very  curious  subject,  which  appeared  then,  as 
they  now  do,  quite  conclusive  as  to  the  essent;^al  purpose 
which  the  animalcula  infusoria  perform  in  the  growth  of 
vegetables.  It  was  from  considering  the  opinions  of  Ingenhoaz, 
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Priesdey,  and  others^  on  the  nature  of  the  gveen  matter 
which  rorms  on  water,  that  I  was  led  to  examine  very  care- 
fully with^the  microscope  the  atiimalcula  infusoria,  and  to 
observe  tKis  matter,  and  the'fibriUsB  of  the  roots  of  other 
vegetables,  whilst  mrowiug  in  water.    Myriads  of  animalculii 
may  be  seen  around  the  extremities  of  such  Vegetables,  and 
'       it  iippears'that  these  minute  living  bodies  ag^gliitinate  them- 
;       selves  togetI>er,  and  absoluteiy  themselves  become  the  addle^ 
pari:  so  that  the  fibres  sisem  to' be  nothing  more  than. a 
cong^ies  of  these  animalcula,'  forming. the, growing  part. 
They  may  be  seen  Uke.j^ees  entering' a  hi.vQ,  andmakin^iup* 
when  fixed  together,  the  fibre  itself. . 
^         The  whole  stibstance  of  the  <;onferyatriTakBd^oerfeBailly 
^      appears  to  be  nothing  more  ilhan  a  condensed  coiiseneB  of  the 
}      anmialcnia  infesbria.  *  If  a  basdn  of  water:  be>£alf  ebaddd 
'      from  the  sun,  whilst  the  othei^  half  is  exposed  %o  its  ray«.  We 
[      find  the  shaded  watefr  to  be  v<^ithout  the  animycula,  whilst 
they  swarm  by  mytfeds  in  «th6e3tpb$ed'p<yrti<wi.'  ^ 

If  a  sprig  of  mint  be  placed  in  this  water;  the  fibrei^  t)f  tl<e 
roots  Extend  and  grow  in  the  illuminated  portion,'  but  they 
make  no  advance  in  the  dairk^p'art.  The  atiimalcyla  are 
seen  to  be  supplied  on  the  one  side,  and  to  fix  theinselves  on 
the  ends  of  the  fibres,  and  to  increase  them  longitudinally ;: 
on  the  other  side,  the  animalcula  being' absent,  me;  roots. do 
not  grow.  The  increase  of  th^  several  partQ  of* vegetables 
seems  entirely  dependent  on  the  supply  whipb  they  receiyevof 
these  .animalcula  by  the  T00t#,'  leaves,  &p.^rfor  the  leaves 
bad  blades. of  eom,  even  wheor  gtowingrin.a  roofm,.<itre  tevmi- 
nated  by  drops  of  wdter.evidentiysiip^ying  theses  m^mMkfB, 
which  arrange  them^elTes  tecOrding  to  the  ndbedtftttes'^f  the 
growing  vegetatble,  and  atcocdiiig  to*  the  impulse  ongfttalty 
given;  and  continually  supplied,  by  thesecfd  .6f  the  plftnt:'  ' 

The  Whole  history  attdjtiatttrew<j6ittpo6t  and  manure*  tead 
to  the  conclusion  that,  by  certain  decomj)Ositions  of  iallihial 
^d  Vegetable  matters,  these' first  tudiments6f  life- are  ttgaih 
set  free  to  becomd,  under  new  arrangements,  subservient  to 
the  groiirthof  the  renewed  vegetation.  ' .  r  \       . "      • 

^  I  purpose  ih,my  next  communication  to  show  theapplicar 
tionof  the  foregoing  observations  to, the  animal  system;  Itlrsir 
importance  in  explaining  and  direetii^g  the  Wiops  andCvmc- 
tions  of  its  most  essential  organs,  and  proving  how/ far  we 
may  consider  the  living  world  independ^t  of  the*  oidinary 
laws  of  matter. 

Bath;  September,  1827.  ' 
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FLESHV  TUlvtOR.      •  * 

Account  of  a  Fleshy  Tumors  jfbr  which  the  Carotid  Artery  wa$ 
tied.  By  Charles  Mayo,  Esq.  Surgeon  to  the  Winchestbb 
Hospital. 

October  4th,  1826.— 'Emaauel  Smith,  aged  twenty*8ix,  eatne 
into  the  hospital  with  a  tumor  just  above  the  right  ear,  occupyibg 
theigreatBx  part  of  the  temporal  fossa  on  the  frontal,  temporal,  and 
parietal  bones;  a  large  cicatrix  ran  across  the. upper  part  of  the 
swelling,  which  was  accounted  for  by  his  informing  me  that  he  had 
undergone  an  operation  for  the  xemoyal  of  the  tnmor  in  the 
Middlesex  Hospital,  by  Mr.  Bbll,  about  two  months  ago«  Dkir- 
iag  the  healing  of  the  wound,  he  had  a  severe  attack  of  erysipelas, 
anecting  the  face  and  scalp,  so  that  all  his  hair  came  off.  The 
yroiind  being  healed,  he  was  advised  to  leave  the  hospital  fov  the 
impr^v^ement  of  his  health,  although  the  tumor  had  nearly  acquired 
%he  same  size  as  before  the  operation. 

llth.-^The  present  tumor  has  an  elastic  feel,  as  if  bound  down 
by  the  fascia  of  the  temporal  muade:  judging  by  the  cicatrix^  it 
(appeared  to  extend  much  lower  than  the  original  swelling,  and  is 
disix>sed  to  protrude  the  ear.  He  suffered  but  little  pain,  yet  was 
anxious  that  another  attempt  should  be  made  to  remove  the  dis- 
ease by  an  operation ;  therefore,  without  any  flattering  promises 
of,  success,  I  proceeded  to  make  a  transverse  inci^on  considerably 
bdow  the  old  cicatrix,  and  from  that  a  perpendicular  cut  down- 
wards ;  then,  turning  back  the  flaps,  I  exposed  the  diseased  mass. 
The  temporal  fascia  formed  a  sort  of  cyst  for  it  in  front,  which 
being  removed,  I  endeavoured  to  tulrn  the  tumor  out  from  the  bone 
beneath ;  but  it  appeared  to  be  adherent  to  the  cranium,  which 
felt  rough,  as  if  from  the  absorption  of  the  external  table.  I 
therefore  removed  with  the  scalpel  as  much  of  the  diseased  atnic- 
ture.  aa  could  be  seen  or  felt :  the  bleeUing  was  fvosi'  numerous 
points,  but  no  vessel  waa  tied,  and  the  cavity  was  filled  with  lint 
dipped  in  01.  Terebinth. 

42th.— -He  had  passed  a  g09d  night,  and  was  free  from  pain* 

14th..^The  lint  and  dressings  were  removed:  the  cavity  was 
sloughy,  and  the  discharge  offensive;,  therefore,  lint  ^pped  in 
nitricacid  wash  was  applied,  and  a  poultice  over  it. 

18  th. — The  wound  now  looked  clean,  but  from  some  pavts  of  it 
portions  of  fundus  substance  were  seen  to  protrude,  exhibiting 
the  characteristics  of  the  original  tumor,  which  was  composed  of 
lobules  of  a  soft  and  rather  brittle  substance,  resembHng  what  has 
teen  described  as  medullary  sarcoma,  bleeding  when  broken,  but 
quite  free  from  pain  or  sensation. 

20th. — The  diseased  surface  was  rubbed  with  the  Kali  purum,' 
which  in  a  few  days  produced  lai^  sloughs,  excavating  the  wound 
like  a  large  teacup,  and,  when  the  finger  is  pressed  into  the  bottom 
of  it,  no  bone  is  felt,  so  that  it  seems  as  if  a  little  more  force  would 
enable  one  to  penetrate  the  brain. 
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November  2d.«^Undi)ttted  nitnc  acid  was  applied,  giving  no 
pain,  except  perchance  a  drop  fell  on  the  sound  skin.  After  a 
ttm6  the  kali  was  again  resorted  to^  and  then  the  acttial  cautery^ 
but  with  no  other  result  than  keeping  the  cavity  open,  and  thus 
arresting  the  progress  of  the  disease  outwards,  while  it  was  evident 
that  it  spread  laterally,  burrowing  under  the  skin,  and  getting 
down  iuifroot  of  the.  ear. 

January  10th,  I827»*-^The  man's  general  health  has  been  much 
•iiafNToved  since  he  came  into  the  hospital,  but  the  local  disease  is 
j&iidfeotly  not  to  be  subdued  by  any  of  the  means  hitherto  em- 
.ployed«.  .  He  was  still  aimons  that  nothing  should  be  left  untried  { 
.ih^efore  I  conferred  with  my  colkagues  upon  the  propnety  of 
t^ing^tlxe  light  carotid  artery,  with  a  view  to  cut  off  the  chief  supply 
Of  blood  to  the  tumor,  and  thus  procure  its  destruction,  or  at  any 
^ate  to  arrest  its  progress  for  a  time* 

iii^Oih,^^!  performed  the  opemtioa.of  tying  the  right  common 
carotid,  making  an  incision  about  two  inches  in  length,  and  be- 
ginning ^^osite  the  middle  of  the  thyroid  cartilage.  I  first  exposed 
thoM^e<of  the  sterno-cleido-mastoideas,  which  being  raised  and 
:  dii%wn  aside,  I  could  put  my  finger  down  upon  the  sheath  of  the 
-^^eat  vessels^  the  pulsation  of  the  artery  directtng  me;  for  two  or 
-tthree  small  vessels  being  cut  through,  kept  the  wound  filled  with 
Uood^and,  in  spite  of  constant  sponging,  very  much  obscured  my 
:|^coce6dings:  however,  I  went  on  cautiously,  scratching' with  the 
.laoaJpol.on  the  tracheal  side  of  the  sheath,  and  at  length  could  get 
^  the  tip  of  my  finger  behind  the  artery.    I  then  passed  a  flat  silver 
aneurism  needle,  armed  with  a  ligature,  and  protruding  its  point 
•  on  ^e  opposite  side,  one  of  my  colleagues  made  a  scratch  or  two 
r  on  it  with  the  knife;  it  then  passed  through  the  sheath;  the  liga<- 
tuse  was  laid  hold  of,  and-^the  needle  withdrawn;  the  artery  was 
,then  tied  in  one  place  only,  and  the  wound  brought  together  with 
.  sticking  plaster.    In  the  evening  he  complained  of  some  stiffness 
,  9^d  soreness  ip  swallowing,  but  otherwise  was  free  from  pain. 

2l8t. — He  had  slept  welly  and  took  an  aperient  with  good  effect. 
The  appeai^nce  of  the  tumor  was  but  little  altered ;  it  might  be 
vather  softer  and  paler. 

.  '  .24th.— The  nitric  acid  was  again  freely  applied,  supposing  that 
the  vitality  of  the  morbid  structure  might  be  somewhat  diminished, 
and  its  tendency  to  slough  thereby  increased. 

..dOth. — Large  flakes  of  the  diseased  growth  separated  as  usual ; 
but  this  process  was  not  followed  by  any  disposition  to  healthy 

.granulation. 

February  6th.— The  ligature  on  the  carotid  separated  favour- 

.  ably,  and  the  wound  was  nearly  cicatrised ;  but  in  a  few  days  it 

opened  afresh,  and  became  very  spongy  and  urritable:  it  healed 

:  at  length  under  the  application  of  the  Argent.  Nit.— Hydr.  Nit. 

.  Oxyd.  &c. 

...  2l8t.-^As  his  friends  lived  in  the  town,  he  was  now  made  an 
out-patient,  and  came  to  the  hospital  every  morning  to  have  his 
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head  dres^'ftnr  seme  weeks  i-fint'  dipped  iiaHdttlSc.  atid*  lodmiy 
with  simple  ointmeiit  over  ity  ^i  'the  dtesaing^  ehi^y:  used.  '  The 
dtscfaarg^e  was  thia  and'  watery^i  ^itboat^  hetiig;  particiilirl^^'.offbii^ 
-si^,  lundess  allowed  t(y  ai^cnmtiiate.  '  ,..  ,»...  ^    • 

•  May  .^d.-^Under .  thia  treatment  the  tnsiov  slowly  inenei^dy  and 
at  timesbied  profosely,.  when  foy  any  adcideht  it  was  scratched  or 
bruised :  the  man  became  weaker,  and  ceased  tey  come  to.'tha  hbi;^ 
pital^  being,  daily  idsessed.  at  boma  f bjf  o&e<of .  iby  .ptopiifti  tte  Aiad 
now  and  then  a  soit  of  epiieptte  fit»  and  iha  tuotor  beeame^^i^ 
heavy  that  it  was  too  fatting  for.himitQBit.ufi.  t.His^s^pipetit^ 
was  goody  and  all  the  senses  perfectt  except  at  the  time  of  the  fit: 
he  was  even  conscious  of  its  approach,  and  warned  fats  friends  that 
it  wa^  abont  to  attack  him  on  .iha' evening  of  his  death,  but  he 
merely tiicBied'Oo> the  leftside,  a&d>  beceoiiiigco«iatoie>>ahQrdy 
after  expired  without  a  strug^e. .    ' 

August  27tli.— -Dtfsechan, — ^The  next  day  I  opened  ihe  liead  \^ 
the  usual 'way,  •excepting  that,  hi  sawing  througH  the  right-side  of 
the  cranium,'  I. left  a  large  arch  of  the  panetal  bone  in  ,the,yicinitj 
of  the  tiimor.  On  detaching  thedura  mater  from  the  surface  of 
the  brain,  its.  sinuses  aneremuoh  gorged  wit|i  blood ;  the  substance 
of  the  brkin,  too,  was  thickly  studded  with  red  point^^  but  no  otb^r 
peculiarity  was  found,  on  paring  off  the.  hemuK»heres  to  a  lev^l 
with  the  corpus  callosum*  The^  ventricles  were  lo^  a  natural  estate. 
On.  trying  to  caise  the  right  anterior  and  middle  lob^s  from  tte 
b^sis,  I  found  the  brain  adherent  to  the  dura  JDater,.&c. :  wh^n 
peeled  off,  the  piamato:  and  substance  of  the  bniin  appeared  (9 
.havq  been  absorbed  by  the  pressure  of  the  tumoi;,  which  .now  pre- 
>sented  itself,  passing  through  the^  squamous  .poction  of  the  tempo- 
ral and  lower  part  of  the  parietal  bonfvs,;  and  occupjfing.  the 
temporal  fossa  of  the  sphenoid  bone  within  the  cranium,  but  closely 
liovered  by  the  dura  mater :  some  small  h&tfd  ti|bercle8  'pra|ected 
from  its  surface^  The  balk  of  tbe^  tumor,  projecting  extemally; 
equalled  in  size  the  two  closed  fists,  extending  npon  the  ps  fronti^ 
and  backwards  to  the  occipital  bone,  pushing  the  ear  dowa^i^cls^ 
forw^ds,  and  outwards,  to  a  considerable  extent :» the  whole  mass 

should  think  weighed  more  than  two  pounds;  it  did  Jtiot  .appear 
tob^ve  any  particular  c6nnexi6n , with  the  parotid  gland»  but  ex. 
^nded  to.  the  glenoid  cavity,  and  penetrated  into  the  spienor 
maxillary  sinus,  and  into  the  qells  of  the  ethmoid  and  sphenoid 
bones,  opening  into  the  nose,  which  accounts  for  the  occasional 
^pistaxis  to  which  the  patient  had  latterly  been  sijibject.  The  z^ 
gomatic  process  was  in  a  great  measure  absorbed.  On  slicing,  off 
the  external  part  of  the  tumor,  it  appeared  to  be  of  a;  uniform  cour 
astence,  and  much  firmer  than  at  aa  earlier  period  of  its  growth, 
so  that  it  tnight  now  perhaps  be  more  properly  CQnipa(ed  to  t;he 
pancreatic  sarcoma  than  the  medullary.  The  exact  origin  of  th^ 
disease  it  may  be  difficult  to  desienate,  but  it  appears  to  have 
begun  near  the  insertion  of  the  fascia  into  the  temporal  ridge,  and 
must  have   penetrated  the  cranium  in   its  early  stage,   as  the 
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exoaxTfttigns  wiiich-«irere.aaad«  by  tlie  TaiicMiB  asckuraticA  were 
frequently  much  belov  th^.  lev^l  of  the.  bone.  The  fact  of  ibe 
hraio  beuig  sjabject  to.  gradual  pressure  and  abwrption,.  without 
any  material  injury  to  its  functioiis^  is  also  iiiustrated.  by :  almost 
the  wholfr.of  tb0  middle  lobe  of  the  cerebrum  being  .absorbed,' and 
tb^pressure.  extending  to  the  ver^  of  the  foi^amioa  in  the  4sphenoid 
hooe*  through  wfakh  so  many  oerves.pass  out. 

A's^tion  ofthBtumor,  with  a  portiott  of  the*  bone  that  it 
perforated,  are  preservfed  in  Mr.  HcRhERx  Mayo's  colfec- 
fidii  in  Great  Windmill-streef.  .        -         , 


HERNIA.. 

XiiiJ^tofHerniAytrecciedat^T.  BAK+Erotoiiifir's  Hostitai;  with 
Observations.    By  H.  Earxb;  Esq.'F.n.s.  &c. 

ASE  I.-r-Joha  Harris,  eetat.  fifty-qnQ,  a  watch-maker  by  trade, 
Was  admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  on  Thursday  night, 
October  4th;,  at  twelve,  with  a  large  strangulated  scrotal  hernia. 
^t  appeared  from  his  account  that  he  had  oeen  subject  to  hernia 
for  many  years,  but,  not  suffering  materially  from  it,  he  bad  not 
maije  use.  of  any  truss^  and  the  rupture  always  remained  unre- 
a^^cedr,  Qn  the  Wednesday  morning  before  his  admission,  he  was 
i^^ec^  with  a  fit  of  sneezing  and  coughing,  and  felt  the  tumor 
sudflenly  eniargied  to  a  great  size,  accompanied  with  severe  pain. 
Irhis  tpo]L  place  when  he  was  endeavouring  to  evacuate  his  bowels, 
which  had  not  acted  from  the  Tuesday  morning.  Pinding  the 
pain  increase,  with  tenderness  of  the  whole  belly  and  vomiting,  he 
called  in  a  surgeon,  who  naade  many  unsuccessful  attempts  to 
reduce  the  hernia,  an4  at  last  sent  him  to  the  hospital  at  midnight 
on  Thursday.  He  was  put  into  the  warm  bath,  and  the  taxis 
slightly  employed.  I  saw  him  between  two  ahd  three,  and  imme- 
diately resolved  to  operate.  The  following  was  his  state  at  that 
time  :-—The* tumor  was  of  great  size,  and  very  tense;  the  testjcle 
could  be  felt  at  the  lower  part,  but  could  not  be  separated  from 
the  ti^mor,  which  led  to  the  supposition  that  the  hernia  was  scroto- 
vaginal.  The  hernia  was  very  tender  to  the  touch.  The  abdomen 
was  ^wollep  and  very  tender,  particularly  near  the  ring,  which  was 
inuch  distended.  His  pulse  was  frequent  and  very  feeble;  counte- 
nance anxious  and  sunken ;  skin  clammy ;  and  he  faad  been  con- 
stantly vomiting  for  many  hours.  The  bowels  had  not  been  re- 
lieved from  the  Tuesday  preceding. 

On  making  a  long  incision  through  the  tunaor,  the  sac,  which 
was  Hiuch  thickened,  was  found  closely  adhering  to  the  surface  of 
the  intestine,  which  proved  to  be  the  coecum,  with  part  of  the 
colon.  The  intestine  was  much  thickened,  but  not  inflamed. 
On  examining  the  abdominal  ringr,  it  was  found  very  large,  and 
free  from  stricture,  the  intestine  adhered  closely  all  round  the  infe- 
rior margin.    Air  could  be  pressed  from  the  tumor  upwards  in  the 
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cBreetion  of  the  ascendmg  colon,  and,  wfaea  tike  bulk  of  .tb^^qior 
was  thuB  a  little  reduced,  a  firm  ela»tic*feeling  body  could  bedis^. 
tiogaiBhed  within  the  cavity  of  the  aac*    Thia  was,evideaily:  AOt  a 
colleciion  of  fiaecea,  as  it  could  not  be  moved*  Jt  was  obvioua  that 
the  symptoms  of  strangulation  which  exiatedwere  ootcansadby  aay 
confinement  at  the  ring,  and  an  accurate  eacafiHQation  md  carpful 
dissection  proved  that  there  was  no  additional  pcptrusioo  of  smaU 
intestine*  This  circumstance^  coupled  with  t^e  foreign  body > which' 
was  felt  within  thecoecum,  led  me.tp  suppose  tbftt  a  D9jptiE>ft,oC 
small  intestine  had  been  protruded  through  the  valye^  pf  the  cqIqa*. 
forming  a  case  of  introsusception  within  the  hernia.     With  a  view 
to  further  reduce  the  tension  of  the  tumor,  I  punctured,  the  gut  . 
with  a  small  trocar,  and  drew,  off  a  small  quantity  of  dirty-K^lQured 
fluid  and  flatus ;  still  the  great  balk  of  the  swelliog  remained  .b<i^ 
little  diminished.    The  circumstances  of  the  case  wer^  very  ein^ 
barrassingy  the  symptoms  urgent,  the  patient  in  imminent  dangej^ 
Nothing  presented  itself  to  my  consideration  but  to  freely  opeu 
the  bowel  which  it  was  impossible  to  reduce,  in  consequence  t^f 
its  firm  adhesions  to  the  surrounding  mass,  the  nature  of  which 
could  not  be  ascertained.    The  lai]ge  surface  of  bowel  which  had 
been  necessarily  exposed,  and  deprived  of  all  in  tegumental  Sup- 
port, rendered  it  highly  probable,  even  should  the  passage  through 
the  small  intestines  be  restored,  that  the  functions  of  die  coecum 
and  colon  would  be  suspended,  as  the  intestine  would  be  left  to 
its  own  spontaneous  and  insulated  efforts  to  expel  its  contents,, 
under  circumstances  most  unfavourable,  from  the  adhesions  which 
bound  it  down  on  all  sides  but  the  front,  from  the  pressure,  it 
sustained  from  the  surrounding  diseased  mass,  and  from  the  in* 
flammation  which  might  be  expected  to  follow  the  operation*  Frpm 
these  circumstances  alone,  an  artificial  anus  was  the  only  alterna- 
tive which  offered;  added  to  which,  it  appeared  evident  tliat  the 
obstruction  was  connected  with  the  elastic  body,  which  could  be 
felt  within  the  coecum,  in  the  direction  of  the  valve  of  the  colon. 
Having  proceeded  thus  far  without  removing  or  detecting ,  the  , 
cause  of  the  obstruction,  it  became  necessary  to  investigiat^  fur- . 
ther,  and,  should  it  prove  to  be  a  case  of  introsusception,  to  en- . 
deavour,  if  possible,  to  return  the  volvulus  through  the  valve* 
The  passage  of  the  ileum  behind  the  coecum  was  rendered  impos- 
sible, from  circumstances  which  became  ^ppareut  on  dissection : 
to  attempt  any  thing,  therefore,  with  the  upper  portk)a  of  ;g4it, 
with  a  view  to  extricate  it  from  the  valve,  was  quite  imprac!ticabki* 
On  maturely  considering  all  these  circumstances,  and  entertaini* 
ing  a  full  sense  of  the  heavy  responsibility  which  a  surgeoi^  incurs 
in  resolving  to  establish,  an  artificial  anus,  I  determined  to  make 
an  openingat  the  lower  part,  immediately  opposite  to  the  most, 
prominent  part  of  the  projecting  internal  tumor.   . 

An  incision  of  an  inch  and  a  half  long  was  made  through  the  gut  r 
the  coats  were  greatly  thickened,  but  not  inflamed.  On  cutting 
through  the  peritoneal  and  muscular  coats,  the  mucous  coat  pro- 
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truded  thbbtigl!  the  incidmn  t^  A  hrgfe  exteifit.  On  opetifhgthis;  and 
intr()di]cing'  my  'finger,  I  was  able  to  trace  the  continiiity  of  the  gut 
upwards  through  the  ring,  in  die  cotfrs^  of  the  ascending  colon. 
The  cavity  of  the  tumor  was  filled  with  numerous  folds  of  thick-^ 
eaed  mucous  membrane,  to  which  I  could  not  find  any  opening, 
except  at  one  spot  where  a!  clrctilar  0()ening  ton  Id  be  fett,  but  so 
schall  as  to  lead'  me  to  sup[k>6e  it  to  be  the  entrance  to  the  pro- 
cessus vermifbrmis:  A«  ikt  b!s  I  could  judge,  the  opinion  I  had 
fofmed  was  coufitmed  by  this  further  examination.  The  gentle- 
mett  present  examined  the  interior  of  the  gut;  and  came  to  the  same 
conclusion.  ' 

The  patiettt  was  now  so'rtuch  exhausted,'  and  thei^se  presented 
si>  bopel€fS!r  an  aspect^  that  I  did  not  consider  it  right  to  persevere 
in  ahy  attempts  to  restore  the  introsuscepted  gut.  He  was  ac* 
coirdtBgly' removed  to  bed,  with  a  large'  mass  of  intestine  exposcfd, 
having  an  opening  at  the  lower  part,  through  which  some-  fiatus 
piiss^.  Hts  pulse  was  exceedingly  feeble,  countenance  pallid, 
aAd  h^  extrefmities  cold. 

1  An  injettirto  ol  warm  w«ler  was  ordered  to  be  giv^n ;  ilie  tamor  to  be 

'    l^mefftied  witb  toft  wa>b4eatlier.    Wann  port-wine  to  be  taken  fre« 

^  4iiieQtly,^R^  Tr.  0|^ii  m.  xx. 

•  The  foUowing  is  the  daily  report  of  his  progrefis : 

October  5tH,  eight  a.m. — Slight  reaction  has  tak^n' place;  he 
htes  not  vomited  since  the  operation ;  complains  of  a  good  deal  of 
patt  a1i6ut  the  abdomen  ;  nothing'  but  flatus  has  escaped  through 
th'e  wound;  he  is  much  oppressed  prior  to  its  passing. 

Ten  P.M. — Vital  powers  much  depressed ;  pulse  exceedingly 
low;  no  fscceshave  yet  passed  through  the  wound. — He  continues 
Ac  take  warm  win6  and  sago. 

October  6lh,  eight*  a.m.— During  the  ni^ht,  a  considerable 
quantity  of  feculent  matter  has  passed  through  the  opening  in  the 
^t,  through  which  a  portion  protrudes,  like  a. prolapsus  of  the 
anusi  he  i^  not  entirely  fre^  from  pain,  which  he  attributeis  to  the 
actum'alatibn  of  flatus.  Upon  removing  the  wash-leather  whfch 
coveted  the  tumor,  a  discharge  of  healthy  faeces  took  place.  A 
piebe  0/  oil-silt  was  directed  to  be  placed  around  the  base  of  the 
tumor,  so  as,  to  defend  the  patient's  thighs  from  the  discharge 
whf6h.  Is  continually  oozing  out,  to  his  great  relief. 

'  Ordered  Aniow-ro6t,  ^go,  and  strong  broth,  ad  lib.;  ^h  OjiVJa»  rab'. 

)  fmr  dieBi»«*oTr.  Opii  p.  r.  b. 

7ili.— -He  states  that  he  feels  much  relieved;  abdomen  perfectly 

soft-  hSe  te  quite  free  frohi  pfein.     A  layer  of  lymph  covers  the 

protriided  intestine,  which  in  part  is  becoming  organised.     Soft 

leculent  matter  continues  to  be  discharged  through  the  artificial 

anus. 

Same  treatment 

3  th, — He  continues  much  in  the  same  state  as  yesterday.  The 
whole  surface  of  the  tumor,  excepting  a  spot  about  the  size  of  hatf- 

^0. 545.— \'a.  17,  New  Serus,  3  H 
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a-crown  at  its  lower  part,'  is  covered  with  healthy  granulations. 
His  chief  complaint  is,  that  he  can  get  no  rest  at  night ;  his  tongue 
is  rather  furred;  pulse  not  indicative  of  much  constitutional  irrita- 
tion ;  he  is  free  from  pain. 

Tinct.  Opii  m.  xxx.;  Aq.  M.  pip.  ^ua,  o.  n.— Same  diet.  ' 

9th.— Much  the  same  as  last  report. 

10th. -^ The  tumor  still  continues  undiminished  in  size  :  its  lower 
part,  which  it  was  apprehended  would  sloughy  is  now  covered  with 
granulations;  feculent  matter^  of  a  good  yellow  colour^  is  fre. 
quently  discharged  from  the  wound.  Patient  much  oppressed 
from  the  accumulation  of  flatus,  which  produces  slight  striping 
pains.  He  has  had  some  difficulty  in  voiding  his  urine>  wnich  Is 
nigh  coloured.  The  leather  seemed  to  irritate  the  granulating  sur.- 
faceof  the  gut. 

Let  simple  dressing  be  used  in  its  steady  over  which  place  a  piece  of 
warm  flannel. 

11th.— Not  quite  so  well ;  feels  exceedingly  low;  tongue  furred, 
and  complains  of  slight  headache.    The  opening  in  the  gut  re- 
mains perfectly  free. 
Same  treatment. 

i2tb.-<-Haa  had  a  restless  night;  feels  much  exhausted.  The 
sister  states  that  during  the  night  he  was  at  times  delirious.  He 
<)oes  not  complain  of  pain,  yet  his  countenance. is  expressive  of 

gpr^t anxiety.  ..        •        .  /      '-'-... 

J.'    IGthrr-Mucb  worse ;  he  was  again  delirious  Ust  nignt ;  to^|;ue 

coyered  lyith  a  whitish-brown  fur;  natural  warmtlf  bf'tjie,^po4y 

((nuch  .reduced ;  pulse  eighty,  and  tremulous. 

,    In  addition  to  tbe  wine,  &c  he  was  ordered  jiv.  brandy  ber  d&em, 
with  eggs  ad  libitnm.  '     '    "' 

October  14th.— Great  depression  of  vital  eneirgy;  his  features 
.are  contracted;  pulse  exceedingly  weak  and,  irregular;  tongue 
covered  with  a  brown  fur ;  he  has  hiccough,  subsultus  tendinum, 
and  his  extremities  are  cold;  in  short,  he  has  all  the  symptoms  of 
approaching  dissolution.  No  feculent  matter  has  passed  through 
^e  a^rtificial  anus  since  yesterday  morning.  Some  warm  water 
yf^B  directed  to  be  injected  in  the  interior  of  the  gut,  by  means  of 
^  hydrocele  bottle  with  elastic  tube  affixed,  with  the  view  of  re- 
ffioving  any  hardened  feeces  that  might  be  accumulated  there ; 
pothiijig,  however,  escaped.  Bottles  of  varm  water  to  be  applied 
to  his  f^et. 

*  15tt.— He  is  still  alive.  During  the  night  he  was  much  con- 
vulsed; his  whole  body  is  covered  with  a  cold  perspiration;  no 
pulse  cpuld  be  felt  at  the  wrist.  He  expired  at  seven  o'clock  in 
tbe  evening. 

I6i\i. ^-Dissection  of  the  body,  sixteen  hours  after  death.-^— On 
ppening  tbe  abdomen,  there  was  an  appearance  of  very  slight  pe- 
ritoneal inflammation  on  the  surface  of  the  intestines  principally, 
at  the  points  of  contact  of  the  different  convolutions.  The  abdo- 
minal ring  was  large,  and  free  from  any  stricture.     The  ascending 
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colon  and  the  lower  part  of  the  ileum  were  seen  passing  through  it* 
The  ileum  was  prevented  from  descending  fuHner  by  a  firm  old 
band,  which  connected  it  with  the  peritoneal  surface  of  the  blad- 
der.   It  (the  ileum)  was  rather  contracted  near  the  neck  of  the  sac, 
but  readily  dilated  on  pressing  in  the  finger.     After  removing  the 
integuments,  an  incision  was  made  into  the  tumor,    towards 
the  ^eptum  scroti^    and   a  quantity  of  sloughy  cellular  mem- 
brane and  pus  was  exposed.     The  bulk  of  the  tumor  on  this  side 
was   composed  of  thickened  and  diseased  cellular  membrane, 
which  enveloped  the  spermatic  cord  and  the  portion  of  ileum  which 
was  tightly  bound  down  in  contact  with  the  surface  of  the  colon. 
This  mass  of  diseased  cellular  membrane  was  above  four  inches  in 
length,  and  three  in  depth.     The  portion  of  ileum  from  the  inner 
edge  of  the  ring  to  its  termination  in  the  colon,  was  about  seven 
inches  in  length  ;  on  the  outer  side  of  the  exposed  gut,  towards  the 
thigh,  there  was  another  mass  of  condensed  cellular  membrane 
and  fat,  five  inches  in  length,  and  above  three  inches  and  a  half  in 
depth.     Behind  the  gut  there  was  a  considerable  cavity,  contain- 
ing sloughy  cellular  membrane  and  pus.     The  gut  itself,  which 
was  exposed  in  the  operation,  namely,  the  coecum  and  part  of  the 
a3cending  colon,  was  inseparably  connected  with  these  masses  pf 
diseased  cellular  membrane,  which  kept  it  stretched  and  flattened. 
On  slitting  up  the  gut,  on  that  side  which  had  a  peritoneal  cover, 
ing,  from  the^part  where  it  had  been  opened,  large  folds  of  thick*- 
eiied  mucous  membrane  were  exposed  to  view,  which  were  much 
elevated,  and  the  whole  presented  a  convex  surface,  instead  of 
any  concavity:  this  appearance  was  produced  by  the  pressure  of 
the  tumor  on  the  scrotal  side.     The  valve  of  the  colon  was  much 
thickened  and  prolonged,  conveying  the  idea  of  a  prolapsed  anus. 
This  was  the  portion  which  had  protruded,  during  life,  through 
the  opening  which  hkd  been  made,  which  allowed  of  a  ready  exit 
for  the  contents  of  the  small  intestines:  Immediately  below  this 
there  was  a  deep  cul  de  sac,  into  which  the  finger  had  passed  afler 
the  operation.     From  the  situation  and  prominence  of  the  valve 
of  the  colon,  it  was  apparent  that  this  must  have  been  the  aperture 
which  was,  at  the  time  of  the  operation,  so  small,  from  the  swollen, 
mucous  membrane,  that  I  mistook  it  for  the  opening  of  the  pro- 
cessus vermiformis.  The  valve  of  the  colon  was  so  much  prolonged 
and  so  altered  in  character,  that,  even  when  the  whole  coQcum  and 
colon  were  opened,  some  doubts  were  entertained  whether  there 
was  not  an  introsusception  of  the  ileum.    The  testicle  was  situated 
at  the  bottom  of  the  tumor;  its  tunica  vaginalis,  which  was  inse- 
parably connected  with  the  hernial  sac,  was  opened  at  its  upper 
^  part.     The  testicle  was   of  its  natural  size,  and  healthy.     The 
tunica  vaginalis  was  larger  than  natural^  and  had  contained  a  small 
quantity  of  fluid,  which  escaped  during  operation.     The  whole 
tumor,  when  detached  from  its  connexions,  was  twenty  five  inches 
in  circumference,  the  greater  part  of  which  was  composed  of  dis- 
eased cellular  membrane,  behind  and  around  that  part  of  the  colon 
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aad  CIBC11BI  which  viui  not  ^Qveivd  t^y'/peiit^ejun.  Th.e  te- 
maining  portion  of  ilellm1fa^  h^sdlhy^  »#  werealL  thQContei^U^Q^ 
th^  ab(£>iBeo.  .,  ,  .,      . 

Ob  maturely  eonsidtiitig'  all  -  the*  oinamstftiices  ef  tbu 
difficult  and  truly  perplexing  'Case^  m«ch  interesting  matter 
presents  itsctf  for  deUberatkm*  'in  tiie  fipsit  f>laoe/ to  what 
cause  was  the  symptoms  of  strangulation  to  be  refidned?' 
The  history  given  by  the  patient  was*  obTiottsly  erroneoiis,  and 
alFotds  another  instance,  in  addition  to  rery  many  which  T 
have  met  with,  of  the  impossibility  of  placictg  the  slighted 
r^Iialnce  on  the  accounts  furnished  by  patients  of  tbe  exifStibg, 
compared  with  the  previous  state,  of  tbe  hernia.  That  i^ 
sodden  increase  of  volajme  could  have  taken  place,  dissectiof^ 
satisfactorily  proved  :  the  situation  in  whicK  he  partieukriy 
stated  this  increase  to  have  occurred,  namely,  towards  tbe  up- 
turn scroti,  was  the  principal  seat  of  iiiflamma|Lion9Jid  slough- 
ing in  the  thickened  cdtular  membnuae^  and  it  is  probable 
that,  from  some  cause,  inflammatory  action  wus  set  u^  in  ti^ 
part,  which,  as  I  shall  presently  endeavour  to  explain,  was  the 
cause  of  the  obstruction.  That  this  inflammatory  action 
existed  before  the  operation,  is  rendered  almost  certain  l^  the 

!min  which  he  always  expressed  as  greatest  in  this  part;  and, 
rom  its  not  having  been  disturbed  or  at  all  denuded  of  its 
natural  coverings  by  the  operation,  it  is  not  likely  to  have 
occurred  subsequently  to  the  operation.  That  the  symptmos 
of  strangulation  were  not  referrible  to  mere  constipation,  maj 
be  inferred  from  their  yielding  after  the  operation,  iwithout 
t^e  exhibition  of  any  medicine  except  opium,  and  further 
from  the  great  tenderness  which  existed  in  the  whole  tumor 
before  tbe  operation.  To  what  then,  it  may  be  asked,  are  vire 
to  refer  the  symptoms  of  strangulation,  and  their  subsequent 
removal  ?  1  o  form  any  adequate  idea  of  this,  requires  that 
the  parts  should  have  been  accurately  inspected,  and  I  fear 
that  words  alone  will  be  insufficient  to  convey  any  satiafectofy 
expknation.         ' 

It  is  clear  that  the  hernia  must  have  existed  very  many 
years  ;  it  is  equally  so  that  no  sudden  increase  in  the  portion 
of  protruded  gut  could  have  taken  place  ;  and  that  no  diffi- 
culty to  the  trjansmission  of  faeces  existed  at  the  ring,  is 
equally  obvious.  To  what,  then,  are  we  to  refer  the  symp- 
toms? The  following  explanation  I  venture  to  pfferas  we 
impression  on  my  mind: — ^The  valve  of  the  colon  was  much 
prolonged  into  the  cavity  of  the  ccecum,  audits  apcarture  was 
diminished  in  consequence  of  the  thickening  of  its  parietes^ 
The  coecum  and  colon  were  so  much  extendi  in  consequence 
of  their  firm  attachments  to  the  diseased  cellular  membrane 
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a^  its  gxeat  voliyme^  that  Ibe  ntitaml  G^kjoiihemviMoan^ 
wa^  nearly  obliterated ;  the  under  surfaM  or  tbt  bovdl  ^^ 
pressed  up,  so  as  greatly  io  dimnish  the  calibre  of  fffnb  gitl^ 
and  to  ke^the^UiiiBJmied  mucous  eiirfiio«»s^ady  Hi«enl^ft. 
&icb  beiQg  the  state  of  the  gut,  ^  y^y  little  incrpssfi^rpr/^s^ 
sure  /Would  be  suffieieiit  tofiompness  lim  side^of  tbe^lquj^itoi^ 
vajbire  .togjethsr^  and  tofocm  a  complete  stoppage  to,tj^  p^^- 
sag^  of  the  ccpi^ols  of  the  small  jntastipes*  lafl^mn^oni 
f^qib  sDm^iGaussappaars  U)  Iwfe  (ii^eo  plape  io  that  pavjt  of 
the itk^uor.wfaioh  pressed  .moadi'Oo  the  tttum  ^ndr  tbe,ijBLJj«^^i 
and  thus,  I  conoeire,  a  mechanicai  ollblaisle  was  afford^4  Uh 
the  passage  of  faeces.  ,..,,. 

Tfao  reuef  to  all 'the  urgent  symptoms  of  vomitijt^  a]ad 
tebsiop,  which  followed  the  operatiob,  and .  th/e  S4bs^,aent 
fi^e  passage  of  fepulent  matter*  fully  justifies  t^is  explanation* 

It  ioaiay^  perhap8>  be  a  question  in  th#  minds  <)f  some,  Vfik^ 
ther  I  was  warranted  in  making  the  ppeumg  iiiio  H^  oceicum  ? 
This  eessation  of  ail  the -moie  ns^t  symptoms/  and  4bo 
ocBtiplote  esl^blishment  of  an  artificial  anus,  might.be  ufged 
imrsfipport-  of  >tbe  .mefts«re>*-Hif  ai»«ces»  ought  ever-  to  be 
brbught  forwaid  in  •  justification  of  a  Wfcmg,  or  •▼»!  a  doubtful 
ibeasure*  fint  I  do '  not  wish  to  make  my  stand  on  such 
gmunds,  as  I' hiimbly  conceive  that  the  principle  on  which  I 
acted  was  justifiable ;  and  I  am  willing,  therefore,  to  court 
discussion  on  the  subject,  as  likely  to  be  beneficial,  in  the 
possible  occurrence  of  any  similar  case« 

The  urgent  symptoms  of  strangulation  which  existed  ^hcQ 
the  patient  was  admitted  into  toie  hospital,  and  his  repeated 
deplaration  that  it  had  suddenly  increased  in  Tolume  during 
the  exertion  of  sneezing  and  coughing,  imperiqiisly  ^i^Ued  for 
an  operation.  Having  commenced  it,  and  expo^  a  l^rg^ 
surface  of  intestine,  and  not  having  found  any  t ecei^ly  pror 
tnided  portion,  or  any  sufficient  cause  to  explain  the  natnr(^ 
ibf  the  constipation,  it  became  necessary  to  investigate  mor0 
narrowly  that  portion  which  was  exposed,  and  this  led  to  the 
svipposition  of  an  introsusception  through  the  valve  of  the 
coidn  I  a  supposition  which  was  strengthened  by  the  examv* 
lia^on  after  the  opening  had  been  made,  and  which  was.  not 
wholly  disproved  by  the  complete  exposure  of  the  parts  after 
death. 

Supposing  aucb  ai;i  iuitroaiusception  to  have  existed.,. the 
opening  of  Uie;  bowel,,  and  the  establi^hmei^t  of  an  arti^pjlal 
anus,  was  the  only  plan  of  treatment  which  affoj^dedey^n  tJ^Q 
remotest  shadow  of  a  successful  issue,  under  all  th|B  circum- 
stances which  have  be^  explained  in  the  accQ^nt  of  t1|e 
opechtion.  To  have  l^t  the. patvent  without  maki^ig  this  fujr- 
tber  effort  would  not  have  been  justifiable,  and  would  have 
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been  a  total  abandonment  of  the  case. '  The  adoption  of  this 
measure  unquestionably  relieved  the  mpre  pressing  symptoms, 
and  prolonged  the  patient's  existence.        , 

The  featiures  presented  by  this  ca^  .were  altogether  nf w. 
The^situation  in  which  I  was  placed  was  difficult  and  pet- 
plexlng.  The  motives  which  influenced  my  practice  I  hate 
endeavoured  to  explain:  at  the  same  time>  I  wish  to  express 
my  desire  for  information  from  those  who  may  have  met  with 
any  similar  cases,  and  my  opetiness  to  coiiviction  should  any 
reasonable  objections  be  raii^  to  the  line  of  conduct  which  I 
pursued. 

Case  II.  -  Catherine  Ann  Darn,  eetat  sixty-seven,  was  brought 
into  the  hospital  at  two  o'clock  p.m.  on  Wednesday,  the  10th  of 
October,  with  strangulated  femoral  hernia.    She  had  been  subject 
to  hernia  for  some  years,  but  had  not  worn  any  truss.     Some 
weeks  before  her  admission,  the  hernia  came  down,  and  was  re^ 
duced  with  difficulty;  the  impression  being  left  on  the  mind  of  the 
surgeon  that  a  portion  of  adherent  omentam  remained  m  the  sac. 
The  hernia  had  been  strangulated  from  the  previous  Sunday,  from 
whick  day  she  had  been  eoostantly  vomiting,  and  had  passed  no 
stools.    She  had  taken  purgative  medicines  without  avail,  and  on 
the  Wednesday  applied  to  the  gentleman  who  had  previously  re. 
'  lieved  her.    The  symptoms  were  so  urgent  at  that  time,  that  be 
immediately  removed  her  to  the  hospital,  without  making  any  ftt« 
tempt  at  reduction.     Her  countenance  was  remarkably  sunken ; 
tongue  dry,  skin  clammy;  the  whole  abdomen  and  tumor  very 
tender  to  the  touch ;  in  a  word,  nothing  but  an  immediate  opera«» 
tion  afibrded  a  prospect  of  benefit.     On  cutting  down,  the  fascii^ 
propria  was  very  distinct  and  transparent;  on  opening  which,  a 
body,  much  resembling  diseased  omentum,  presented  itself.     On 
dividing  cautiously  through  this,  it  proved  to  be  adipose  substance, 
much  altered  in  structure,  and  a  small  gland  in  a  state  of  suppu- 
ration.    The  peritoneal  sac  was  closely Jn  contact  with  a  knucxlc^ 
of  much  discoloured  intestine,  the  surface  of  which  was  partially 
coated  with  lymph;  not  a  drop  of  fluid  was  contained  within  the 
sac.    The  stricture,  which  was  very  close,  was  situated  at  thi^  pQs.- . 
terior  border  of  the  crural  arqh,  commonly  called  Gimbernftt*^. 
ligament.     On  dividing  this  with  the  hernial  knife,  the  gut  wa^ 
readily  reduced ;  and,  on  following  it  with  my  finger,  I  asoertained 
that  it  was  quite  free  within  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.     As  the 
stomach  continued  irritable  after  the  operation,  I  directed  her  to 
take  Tinct.  Opii  m.  xx. ;  to  have  injections  of  warm  water ;  and, 
if  ho\stoo1s  passed  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  to  take  minute 
doses  of  Sulphate  of  Magnesia  in  mint-water.    Forty  leeches  were 
ordered  to  be  applied  over  the  surface  of  the  abdomen. 

She  took  two  doses  of  the  Sulphate  of  Magnesia,  when  her 
bowels  were  satisfactorily  moved,  and  she  discontinued  it.  At 
eleven  p.m.  her  pulse  being  hard,  and  abdomen  still  tender^  she 
was  bled  to  the  extent  of  twelve  ounces. 
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On  the  1 1th,  the  bleeding  wa^8  repeate()  to  the  sjinie  amojsi^n^t 
and  twenty  more  leeches  were  applied  to  the  abdomen,  which  was 
much  softer,  but  still  tender  to  the  touch.  An  enema  with  Oleum 
Ricini  was  thrown  up. 

From  this  time  ihe  continued  to  go  on  very  satisfactorily.  On 
the  Idlh,  the  stools  were  frothy  and  light  colotlred,  and  Pulv. 
Hydrarg.  cum  Cret&  gr.  iv.  were  ordered  to  be  taken  night  and 
morning*  The  wound  in  the  tntegutnents  healed  in  part  by  the 
first  iatentioQ,  but  the  diseased  abdipose  membrane  covering  th^d 
9W  being  in  a  sloughy  state,  and  the  gland,  having  supfMirated^  in 
WSM9  oisioessaiy  to  separate  the  adhesions,  and  ponltjce  the  wound. 
At  the  present  time,  (October  20th,)  the  wound  is  granulating 
y^ry  kindly  ;  the  abdomen  is  soft  and  free  from  pain,  an4  she  is  in 
every  respect  in  a  most  favourable  state. 

I  The  principal  points  of  iqterpst  in  jthis  case  were  the  siie-» 
^^sful  termination  of  femoral  hernia  after  four  days'  stran*^ 
gnlatioQ,  and  the  absence  of  fluid  in  the  sac  after  so  long  an 
interval. 

,   Qfufge-stre^'}  OUoker  9Wh,  1817. 

Cmst  tf  Strangulated  Femoral  Hernia  in  the  Male,  requiring 
iu^Opforaiion^  saoeessjhilfy  treated  by  Mr.  Qa^EK,  at  St.  Thomas's 

Sivf  12th,'182y. — Thomas  Steers,  sctat.  thirty-seven,  ^  labouring 
f^krty'  ifrai^dihitted  with  a  femoral  hernia  on  the  right  side.  Some 
weet$  prior  to  admission,  he  had  laboured  under  typhous  fever, 
ftom  which  he  was  noW  only  convalescent;  and  on  the  11th, 
during  a  sudden  attack  of  sickness,  he  stated  that  he  felt  something 
give  way  in  the  right  groin,  and  where,  on  examination,  he  found 
a  swelling,  which  had  not  previously  piarticularly  drawn  his  atten- 
tion>  although,  on  recollection,  he  said  he  had  noticed  a  swelling 
in  that  situation  some  time  since. 

The  tumor  is  about  the  size  of  a  pullet's  e^g,  elastic  and  tender, 
as  is  also  the  abdomen  in  a  slight  aegree.  There  is  little  anxiety 
caressed  by  the  countenance;  pulse  moderately  full  and  com- 
pressible ;  tongue  white  and  coated ;  the  bowels  have  not  been 
open  since  thq  morning  of  the  1 1th.  For  the  last  few  hours  the 
stomach  has  been  tranquil.  Prior  to  admission,  some  aperient 
itedicine  was  administered,  but  immediately  rejected.  He  was 
then  bled)  but  not  to  syncope,  and  the  taxis  employed  for  some 
time. 

After  his  arrival  in  the  hospital,  he  was  placed  in  the  warm  bath, 
and  the  taxis  again  resorted  to,  without  success.  Mr.  Green  was 
then  sent  for,  and  shortly  afterwards,  finding  other  means  inef- 
fectualy  proceeded  to  the  operation.  In  dividing  the  integuments, 
a  branch  of  the  external  pudic  artery  was  cut,  the "  extremities 
of  which  required  ligatures  ;  after  laying  open  the  sac,  dnd  expos- 
ing a  small  portion  of  dark-coloured  small  intestine,  the  stricture 
6 
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was  divided,  and  the  bowel  easily  replaced,  when  a  copioii^  dis- 
charge of  seram  followed.  Immediate  relief  was  experienced,'  atid 
sbortiy  after  his  return  to  bed  the  pulse  acquired  more  fulness. 

July  13th. — Has  slept  a  little  during  the  night;  countenance 
natural;  pulse  eighty-four,  with  some  tone;  tongue  moist;  bowels 
have  been  twice  open,  but  the  feeces  are  small  in  quantity;  abdo- 
men but  slightly  painful  on  pressure. 

R.  MaffDes.  Sulph.  511.  ex  Mist.  MeaCh.  secnndi  qll^ae  hor&  donee 
alvus  dejfeerit.  ^ 

After  the  second  dose,  the  bowels  were  (reely  relieved,  and  the 
patient  proceeded  favourably .  in  every  respect.  The  ligatures 
came  away  on  the  eleventh  day;  and  by  the  6th  of  August  he  was 
I'estored  to  tolerably  good  health,  and,  having  been  provided  with 
a  truss,  he  shortly  afterwards  left  the  hospital. 


Ciise  of  Strangulated  Femoral  Hernia  in  the  Male^  requiring 
Operation^  successfully  treated  by  Mrl  Ttrrell,  St.  Thomas's 
Hospital. 

July  29th,  1827. — Edmund  Tapner,  setat.  forty-seven,  a  sawyer, 
of  florid  complexion  and  robust  habit,  states  that,  on  the  morning 
of  the  28th,  he  felt  something  give  way  in  the  right  groin,  while  in 
the  act  of  coughing  violently,  and,  on  applying  his  hand,  for  the 
6rst  time  perceived  a  swelling  in  that  situation^  During  three 
weeks  prior  to  this  time  he  had  laboured  under  diarrhoea,  by  which 
his  strength  had  been  much  reduced.  In  the  course  of  the  day 
the  abdomen  became  painful,  and  in  the  ensuing  night  nausea  and 
vomiting  came  on,  and  have  since  continued. 

On  examination,  a  tumor,  about  the  size  of  an  eg^^  was  found 
below  Poupart's  ligament  in  the  right  groin :  it  was  somewhat 
moveable,  tense,  and  extremely  tender;  there  was  some  pain  in 
the  abdomen,  particularly  in  the  hypogastrium  and  right  iliac 
region ;  on  the  left  side  was  an  obliqiie  inguinal  hernia,  which  had 
existed  for  several  years,  without  producing  any  particular  incon* 
venience;  countenance  anxious ;  pulse  quick,  small,  and  feeble; 
tpngue  white  and  moist ;  frequent  vomiting  and  hiccough.  The 
bowels  have  not  been  moved  since  the  27th.  He  was  placed  iu 
the  warm  bath,  and  the  taxis  employed,  without  producing"  any 
alteration  in  the  tumor. 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Travers,  the  patient  was  seen  by  Mr. 
*lfyrrell  early  on  the  evening  of  the  29th,  and,  after  attempting 
ineffectually  to  reduce  the  hernia,  proposed  the  operation,  to  which 
the  patient  readily  assented ;  and  it  was  then  performed  in  the 
usual  manner.  On  opening  the  sac,  a  small  quantity  of  turbid 
serum  escaped,  and  a  knuckle  of  small  intestine,  of  a  dark  purple 
colour,  was  exposed,  on  oiie  spot  of  which  effusion  had  taken 
place  beneath  the  peritoneal  coat.  Some  slight  adhesions  of  the 
intestine  to  the  sac  were  easily  separated ;  and,  after  diktihg  the 
stricture  in  a  durection  upwards,  the  bowel  was  readily  replaced^ 


Dr.  Dewees  on  lu^Ukvlian  <fUk  Labia  Pudendi.     42 1 

iHd  Ihm  ivociid  dftsMd  wkh  6iit«ves  Mud  w&Mve  •tmpi.    Rdiief 
wts  experieAeied  vary  sfaortly,  ^nd  the  duIm  became  mort  full. 

statim  samendas,  9%  lecoocU  qu&qae  horil  repetend. 

July  30th* — Has  bad  iiome  sleep.  The  bowels  were  moved 
shortly  after  the  exhibitioa  of  the  first  draught,^  and  accordingly 
the  medicine  has  been  discontinued.  Pulse  eighty,  moderately 
full  and  soft ;  SQioe  heat  of  skin ;  slight  tenderness  of  the  abdo- 
men; expression  of  the  countenance  calm  and  natural. 

The  subsequent  proness  of  the  case  was  so  regular  and  favour- 
able  as  to  require  little  surgical  interference.  By  August  20th, 
the  wpund  was  perfectly  cicatrised ;  and  on  the  5th  September  he 
left  the  hospital,  having  previously  beea  furnished  with  a  truss. 

His  diarrhoea  returned  on  the  day,  or  seoond  day, .  aftec  the 
operation,  which  Mr.  Tyrrell  considered  aa  a  very  favourable 
circumfitance. 

The  anxious  and  exhausted  state  of  the  patient  before  the 
operation  was  unusually  great,  so  as  to  preclude  entirely  any 
means  short  of  operation :  this  might  nave  arisen  from  his 
previous  su0ering  from  diarrhoea. 
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Ca$$s  of  Bloody  InJUtr^ions  in  the  Labia  Pm/endi  durmg,  or  very 
quidkly  after,  Delivery:  with  Oh^rvatioM.  By  W.  P.  Dbwees, 
jM.n.  Professor  of  JMLidwifery,  Pennsylvania.  (Condensed  fropoi 
the  Philadelphia  Journal,  J 

DvBiNO  labour  a  vaxiety  of  aocideats  may  occar  to  the  parts 
coocemed  m  this  opi^^tios,  wnong  which  the  one  about  tob^ 
BOticed  ie  noi  the  least  formidable  in  apf>earaoce,  Aor  the 
loast  tedious  in  th0  cure.  The  disease  to  which  I  alhide  is  the 
wddflft  and  ezfiesaive  diit«ati<ni  of  ihm  labia  pmdandi^  or  4nly 
one  o£  them,  with  Uood^  fmm  mme  neighfaouring  v^tsel  haw^ 
lag  given  way,  either  daring  the  progress,  or  very  qinckly 
»mr,  the dtbvery  of  the  drild;  or  in  some  eases  immediately 
lifter  tho  expiolflion  of  the  head. 

This  eoxnpiaiAt  is  genenally  confined  to  one  labium :  I^have 
neyer  seen  it  otherwise,  though  cases  are  related  where  it  has 
happened  to  both«  Thus  Baudelocque  mentions  a  case,  on 
the  anthcfity  of  Sdayres,  where  die  labia  were  equally  affeet*- 
edr  This  is  certainly  not  asnal;  and  perhaps  may  be  ac- 
e«;mnted  for  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  Us  ^causes, — nanae^Iy^ 
a  Tancose}  cooditiofi  01  the  veins  of  tbue  labia  and  vagina* 

This  accidant^  in  every  inaUnca  in  whioh  I  have  witnessed 
it»  has  teJken  phtte  aftev  the  delivery  of  the  dhild>  though  not. 
alvaya  iiunmiately.after^  bai  this  is  by  no  means  eonsiaiil» 

N:  345.—/^  17,  Nme  Sirin.  S  I 
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as  we  are  informed  by  Drs.  Maitland  and  Perfect,  that  the 
swelling  occurred  to  them  before  the  child  was  delivered.  Dr. 
Maitland  says,  in  his  patient  he  found  a  soft  tumor  eovering 
the  OS  externum,  very  much  resembling  the  distended  mem- 
branes, which  proved  to  be  the  right  labmm  pudendi  distend- 
ed to  the  enormous  size  of  a  child's  head. 

Mr.  Bums  is  of  opinion  that  this  swelling^s  owing  to  the 
rupture  of  a  vessel  within  the  nympha ;  but  it  is  hardly  pro- 
baole  that  any  vessel  belonging  to  these  parts  would  yield  so 
suddenly  such  an  enormous  quantity  of  blood  as  is  sometimes 
expended  ;  for  as  much  as  five  pounds  have  been  discharged : 
in  this  case  the  patient  died.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  mood 
proceeds  from  vessels  situated  rather  within  the  vagina  ;  and 
those  which  compose  the  vaginal  plexus,  immediately  behind 
the  corpus  spongiosum,  are  those  most  likely  to  suffer  during 
the  passage  of  the  child's  head,  and  to  furnish  this  large 
quantity  of  blood. 

This  complaint  has  been  mistaken  for  the  distended  and 
protruding  membranes,  and  for  an  hernia;  but  a  careful  exa- 
mination of  the  deranged  part  will  soon  remove  these  errors: 
for  it  exhibits  neither  the  position  nor  the  colour  presented  in 
either  of  the  cases  with  which  it  has  been  confounded.  Its 
position  is  lateral,  unless  both  labia  are  involved  ;  in  which 
case  the  natural  sulcus  must  be  observable ;  and  its  colour  is 
that  of  extreme  lividity,  or  entirely  black,  which  resembles 
neither  the  membranes  nor  hernia. 

The  internal  lining  of  the  labium  gives  way  sometimes  from 
the  excessive  distention  it  has  been  made  to  suffer :  this  per- 
mits a  quantity  of  fluid  blood  or  coagula  to  escape,  which 
tends  very  much  to  diminish  the  extreme  anguish  of  the  pa- 
tient. In  all  instances  of  this  kind  much  pain  is  endured, 
and  in  some  cases  it  has  been  so  severe  as  to  cause  syncope : 
a  case  of  this  kind  is  related  by  Dr.  Reeve  in  the  ninth  vo- 
lume of  the  London  Medical  Journal.  Sometimes  the  tumor 
bursts  before  the  child  is  bom  :  Dr.  Perfect  relates  a  case  of 
this  kind ;  and  the  first  case  related  below  may  be  considered 
as  a  similar  instance. 

But,  if  this  bursting  does  not  take  place,  as  sometimes 
happens  when  the  size  of  the  tumor  is  not  enormous,  the  in- 
ternal face  of  the  labium  is  sure  to  yield  in  a  short  time,  from 
gangrene  taking  place  through  its  whole  extent.  This  condi- 
tion has  been  preceded,  in  two  of  the  cases  I  have  witnessed, 
by  innumerable  vesications,  containing  a  yellowish  serum, 
spreading  themselves  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  tumor 
formed  by  the  stretching  of  the  internal  membrane  of  this 
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part,  but  which,  very  soon  after  the  swellifig  has  acquired 
considerable  size,  yields,  from* the  loss  of  life;  and  the  patient, 
in  consequence,  feels  considerable  relief. 

When  the  part  sloughs,  it  exposes  a  large  surface  of  coagu- 
lated blood,  which  quickly  becomes  decomposed,  and  yields 
a  stench  that  is  altogether  intolerable. 

Should  the  parts  not  give  way,  the  pain  arising  from 
distention  is  agonising;  fever  of  a  very  active  kind  is 
quickly  kindled;  delinum  sometimes  attends,  and  the 
woman's  life  becomes  threatened.  Her  suflferings  are  also 
augmented  by  the  retention  of  urine,  as  its  passage  is 
prevented  by  the  tumor  pressing  firmly  against  the  meatus 
externus  of  the  urethra.  The  patient  can  lie  onl^  upcm  her 
back,  with  her  knees  drawn  up,  and  the  thighs  widely  sepa- 
rated. She  cannot  bear  the  pressure  of  the  bed-clothes,  nor 
the  lightest  applications ;  therefore  it  is  vain  to  ofier  relief, 
until  the  distended  parts  yield  spontaneously,  or  are  made  to 
do  so  by  artificial  means. 

When  fever  attends,  blood-letting  must  be  employed  to  an 
extent  that  will  ensure  theTeduction  of  arterial  action ;  and 
be  repeated  pro  re  nata.  With  a  view  to  give  the  earliest 
opportunity  for  the  extravasated  blood  to  escape,  a  free 
incision  should  be  made  the  whole  length  of  the  tumor  with 
a  scalpel,  or  the  shoulder  of  a  lancet.  I  am  not  certain  whe- 
ther this  plan  has  ever  been  insisted  on  by  any  writer,  when 
the  tumor  preserves  its  integrity ;  but,  wnethe?  or  no,  I  am 
convinced  it  is  the  best  mode  of  treatment. 

The  bowels  must  be  purged  by  any  of  the  neutral  salts;  but 
the  patient  must  not  be  permitted  to  rise  during,  their  opera- 
tion. If  she  be  permitteu  to  get  out  of  bed,  it  wQl  create  much 
unnecessary  pain,  besides  incurring  the  risk  of  the  renewal  of 
the  bleeding,  by  the  rude  and  too  sudden  separation  of  a  coa* 
guliim.  The  strictest  antiphlogistic  regimen  should  beobserved. 
We  are  told  of  cases  where  the  bleeding  has  been  considerable 
after  the  part  has  given  way ;  to  arrest  which  the  wound  wad 
crammed  with  lint,  and  the  vagina  itself  firmly  plugged.  I 
have  never  seen  any  bleeding  follow  the  plan  just  suggested; 
nor  do  I  see  how  it  can  well  occur,  without  attempts  have  been, 
too  early  and  too  rudely  made  to  separate  or  remove  the  im- 
pacted coagula.  This  must  be  carefully  avoided  ;  and  their 
separation  confided  strictly  to  the  powers  of  the  system,  un- 
less it  be  the  portions  that  separate  themselves  in  consequence 
of  the  putrefaction  of  the  blood  itself,  or  by  very  gentle  pres- 
sure. .  The  detached  coagula,  of  course,  should  always  be 
removed,  as  often  as  they  may  separate. 
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It  contributes  greatly  to  the  coni£urt  of  the  pMieat^  is  weH 
fts  being  important  to  the  cure,  to  keep  the  ptrts  ae  ek»Q  ea 
possible  by  freauent  washing  c  for  this  purpose  plaia  soapaud 
water  is  as  useful  as  any  otl^  mere  dstergeat.  The  pbarooal 
poultice  is  highly. important,  and  should  be  eoufltanUy  asi'^ 
ployed.  The  wound  may  be  washed  with  a«mUire  m  ihp 
pyroIigneous|acid  and  water;  aod  the  Mine  aoid  inajr  be 
profitably  employed  in  its  ^  concentrated  ^  f^vaip  by  applying 
ov^  tiie  poultice  folded  linen  wetted  with  it. 

Before  the  wound  heals,  the  patient  generally  beoomes  con^ 
siderably  weakened  from  the  exceesiTe  discharge  of  pttS>  8ui* 
Her  strength  should  be  supported  by  a  decoction  of  bark* 
elixir  of  vitriol,  and  a  more  generous  aiet,  provided  no.  febrHe 
irfitation  remains*  The  following  eases  wiU  illusilmte  the 
routine  of  practice. 

Case  I.— -April  34th,  1806, 1  wi»  called  to  Mrs,  O.  who  was  in 
lahour  with  twins.  At  one  o'ckKsk  p.m.  she  was  delivered  of  a 
female  child.  Ahout  ten  minutes  after  its  bkth,  the  right 
labium  pudendi  became  excessively  swelled*  The  part  was 
Ibund^  upon  inspection^  to  be  extended  to  its  utmost  bearing;  ex- 
tremely black  ;  and  nothing  but  the  internal  surface  of  the  labium 
presented  itself.  Before  I  arrived,  however,  the  tumor  had  burst> 
from  the  efforts  made  to  expel  the  second  child.  When  I  examined 
the  patient,  there  was  little  swelling  remaining  in  the  labium,  but 
there  was  discovered  a  considerable  opening  from  it^  superior  por- 
tion to  its , insertion  in  the  perineum.  The  second  child  was  well 
situated;  pelvis  faulty;  pains  pretty  frequent  and  severe;  and 
great  pain  was  experienced  immediately  above  the  pubes.  In  about 
nfteen  minutes  after  my  seeing  the  patient,  the  labium  was  agsun 
distended,  and  again  it  discharged  itself:  this  took  pkee  four 
times  before  the  bhpth  of  the  child.  This  frequent  bursting  of  the 
labium  destroyed  the  connexion  of  the  labia  with  each  ether  so 
eompletely,  as  to  leave  nothing  but  the  external  skin  at  the  perl** 
nenm  to  support  the  pressure  of  the  child's  head  when  passing 
through  the  external  parts:  this  proved  insufficient  to  support  the 
force  inth  which  it  was  urged  against  it,  and  an  extensive  laoera* 
tion,  even  to  the  verge  of  the  anus,  took  plaee«  notwithstandii^ 
every  precaution  which  a  timely  fear  could  suggest.  She  lost  from 
the  part  by  this  laceration  at  least  twelve  ounces  of  blood. 

2oth. — Complains  of  no  soreness  in  the  parts ;  the  swelling  nearly 
subsided  ;  is  feverish ;  some  slight  after-pains ;  passes  no  water. 
Ordered  a  teaspoonftil  of  the  sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre,  and  a  (Mirgative 
enema. 

26th.— She  passed  water  freely  after  the  remedies.  From  Ais 
time  but  little  inconvenience  was  experienced,  except  that  which 
arose  from  the  lacerated  perineum.  She  was  conraied  for  seme 
time  to  a  horizontal  posture,  and  at  the  end  of  die  month  wusf^etty 

well  recovered.  ' 
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This  dase  tliffbra  Terjr  iarach  from  the  two  about  to  b^  fe*- 
lated  I  firsts  iti  die  blood  being  discharged  from  the  twaaot 
fthiiMt  Us  soon  M  formed ;  second^  in  the  integrity  of  the  pe« 
rhiMin  being  tery  ftitlch  injtired  by  th<^  repeated  vididing  of 
the  labial  tumot,  and  in  a  laceration  being  Ineritable ;  third, 
in  the  wound  healing  np  in  the  labia  without  trouble,  in  con« 
seqilence  of  its  cellular  structure  retaining  no  coagula. 

Case  It.— July  2d,  1809«  Mr».  A.  was  delivered  of  her  vecond 
child,  which  was  rery  large,  after  a  severe  labour  of  four  ba«r8»  at 
eleven  o'clock  a.m.  She  appeared  very  well  after  delivery,  except 
the  frequent  recurrence  of  severe  after-pams,  which»  howeirer,.were> 
relieved  by  the  use  of  opium*  At  nine  oVlock  p.m.  she  complained 
of  much  pain,  soreness,  and  tension  in  the  left  labium  pudendi^ 
which,  upon  examination,  was  found  to  be  very  much  swelled :  it 
continued  to  increase  until  it  acquired  a  very  large  size^  and  quickly 
became  vesicated*  The  internal  lining  of  the  labium  was  stretched 
to  extreme  thinness,  was  veiy  black,  and  studded  all  over  with 
little  bfisters,  which  oontained  a  yellowish  serum.  I  made,  with 
the  ^oint  of  a  lancet,  a  number  of  puacturest  from  which  issued  a 
considerable  quantity  of  bloody  serum :  this  afforded  much  relief. 

3d. — Pain  rather  less ;  fever  and  delirium ;  no  discharge  of  urine^ 
owing  to  the  pressure  of  the  tumor  upon  the  mouth  of  the  urethra* 
She  was  ordered  to  lose  twelve  ounces  of  blood;  the  urine  was  re» 
lieved  by  pressing  the  tumor  to  one  side,  and  at  the  same  time 
raising  it  a  little.  An  incision  was  made  with  the  shoulder  of  a 
lancet  through  the  extent  of  the  inner  portion  of  the  turner :  this 
brought  into  view  the  coagula  with  which  the  whole  of  the  cellular 
structure  of  the  part  was  completely  engorged.  Much  relief  fbl* 
lowed  this  operation.    A  strict  antiphlogistic  regimen  was  ordered* 

4th. — Pain  and  fever  much  diminished;  urine  relieved  as  yes*> 
terday ;  a  considerable  discharge  of  thin,  grumous,  fetid  blood  ; 
bowels  confined. 

An  oDDce  of  the  Sulphate  of  Magnesia  was  given ;  and  the  charcoal 
ponltice  was  directed. 

The  wound  was  poulticed,  and  cos^ula  occasionally  removed  by 
pressure  till  the  15th,  when  the  coagulum  was  entirely  evacuated. 
From  this  time  the  parts  healed  kindly,  and  in  the  sixth  week  they 
were  entirely  well.  Her  strength  much  imprpved  by  the  bark  in 
decoction,  and  the  elixir  of  vitriol,  I  attended  this  lady  with  several 
children  after  this  time,  without  the  smallest  accident  happening 
to  the  parts. 

Case  III.— August  30th,  1809,  Mrs.  C.  was  delivered  about  five 
o^clock  P.M.  of  a  large  first  child,  after  a  labour  of  six  hours.  At  ten 
o'clock  the  same  evening,  I  was  sent  for  in  great  haste,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  large  and  sudden  swelUng  taking  place,  soon  after  the 
midwife  had  taken  her  leave.  Upon  inspection,  the  left  labium 
was  found  much  distended,  very  livid,  and  extremely  painful.  The 
distention  or  tumor  was  not  so  great  as  in  the  preceding  case:  this^ 
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however,  was  perhaps  in  a  degree  owing  to  my  having  been  seni 
for  immediately  after  the  p^rt.w^s  observed,  ta  swell,  and  its  fur- 
ther progress  being  interrupted  by  ray  puncturing  the  tumor  in 
several  places,  which  g^ve  opportunitv  for  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  the  thinner  part  of  the  blood  to  escape,  and  afforded 
some  relief,  or  at  least  prevented  further  distention.  The  part  wa& 
ordered  to  be  covered  with  a  soft  bread- and-miik  poultice,  and,  as 
she  was  suffering  much  pain,  a  full  dose  of  laudanum  was  directed. 

3 1st. — Still  in  great  pain;  high  fever;  and  the  tumor  ^s  lar^e 
as  it  was  the  preceding  evening,  and  vesicated  ^s  in  the  former 
case.  Directed  her  to  be  bled;  inade  an  incision  the  whole 
length  of  the  tumor,  which  afforded  much  relief.  The  charcoal 
poultice  was  ordered.  Matters  remained  pretty  much  the  same 
until  the 

dth  of  Seplembec.— *0n  my  visit  this  day,  I  was  eatbled,-  wit]i> 
out  much  force,^to  express  a  large  portion  of  coagulum^  and  did  sa 
every  succeeding  day  until  the  15th.  Considerable  quantities  had 
come  away  at  every  dressing;  and  at  this  time  (the  l^th)  the  sore 
was  entirely  free  from  it,  and  presented  a  large  but  a  healthy  sur- 
face. The  wound  was  entirely  closed  by  the  end  of  the  fifth 
week. 

In  neither  of  the  three  cases  just  related  was  there  any  fun* 
gus  produced,  to  interrupt  the  progress  of  the  cur^;  acircum* 
stance,  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  patient. 
.  The  mode. of  trelitment  pursued  in  these  cases  appeared  to 
succeed  so  w^ll,.that  I  have,  been  induced  to  relate  it  pretty 
much  in  detail;  and  I  have  been  more  | strongly  induced  to 
this,  as  J  have  met  with  no  account  of  the  particular  mode  of 
treating  this  accident,  so  painful  and  alarming  to  the  patient^ 
and  embarrassing  to  a  young  practitioner. 
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QiUB  landMda  forent,  at  qnn  evlpanda,  Tloferim  ' 

lUa,  pria4,  cretft;  moxheec,  carboQe,fio/amiw.~PBBSius* 

A  Treatise  on  the  Nature  and  Cure  of  Rheumatism ;  with  Obser- 
vaiioVhs  on  Rheumatic  Neuralgia,  and  on  Spasmodic  Neuralgia-^ 
or  Tic  Douloureux.  By  Charles  Scudamor£|  m.d.  f.r.s. 
Honorary  Member  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin ;  Physician  in 
ordinary  to  fais  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Leopola  of  Saxe 
Coburg,  &c.  &c.— 8vo.     Longman  and  Co.  London,  1827. 

We  have  been  rather  free  in  our  remarks  on  former  produc- 
tions of  Dr,  Scudamore's,  because  we  have  thougnt  they 
bore  the  stamp  of  precipitation,  while  there  did  not  appear  to 
us  to"  be  any  thing  of  sufficient  novelty  or  importance  in  their 
contents  to  justify  their  hasty  publication.  With  regard  to 
the  present  work,  however,  we  find  that  our  author  looks  upon 
it  as  due  to  the  public  by  a  former  promise,  as  well  as  in  the 
discharge  of  an  obligation  of  a  different  kind  ;  he  adopts  as 
his  motto  the  words  of  La  Bruyere — "  Je  rends  au  public 
ce  qu*il  m'a  prfite ;  j'ai  emprunt^  de  lui  la  mati^re  de  cet 
ouvrage;  il  est  juste  que  I'ayant  achev^  avectoute  Tattention 

{>our  la  v6rit6  dont  je  suis  capable^  et  quHl  m^rite  de  moi,  je 
ui  en  fasse  la  r6stitution/' 

The  volume  before  us  unquestionably  has  hatd  more  labour 
"bestowed  upon  it  than  any  other  of  the  author's  works,  ex- 
cept that  on  Gout,  of  which  it  is  the  counterpart.  It  'is 
extended,  but  not  complete ;  minute,  but  not  always  precise. 
Of  676  pages,  to  which  it  extends,  not  less  than  333  (consi- 
derably more  than  one-half,)  are  devoted  to  cases,  which, 
being  given  in  the  same  large  type  as  the  text,  swell  out  the 
bulk  greatly  beyond  what  was  necessary.  As  it  professes  to 
be  a  "  systematic  treatise,'"  it  commences  with  a  detail  of  the 
opinions  of  various  writers,  from  Hippocrates  downwards,  all 
01  which  we  shall  pass  over,  and  come  to  what  belongs  to  Dr. 
Scudamore  himself.  His  definition  of  rheumatism,  and  de  • 
scription  of  its  varieties,  are  as  follow  : 

**  Pain  of  a  peculiar  kind,  usually  attended  with  inflammatory 
action,  affecting  the  white  fibrous  textures  belonging  to  muscles 
and  joints,  such  as  tendons,  aponeuroses,  and  ligaments;  the  sy- 
novial membranes  of  th«  burses  and  tendons;  and  nerves;  occa- 
sioned by  the  influence  of  variable  temperature,  or  by  direct  cold, 
or  by  moisture. 
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^Tke  species  of  rheumatism  are  two,  acute  and  chronic;    the 
former  of  which  nu^y  be  divided  into  the  ^i«t9  au4  sub-acute. 

^'The  Acute  Rheumatism.-— Pain,  with  iuflammatioa  of  the  li- 
y  gaments  of  the  joints,  and  usualljF  those  of  the  larger  joints;  or  of 
tendons  and  aponeuroses;  of  the  sheaths  of  tendons ;  of  the  bur* 
s^  membranes;  and  of  nerves;  aggravated  by  motion;  for  the 
most  part  attended  with  external  redness  of  a  bright  colour,  and 
with  wret  which  has  exacerbations,  and  sometimes  distinct  remis* 
sions;  with  copious  partial  perspirations,  commonly  of  an  acid 
odour ;  and  high-coloured  unoe,  depositing  abundantly  lateritious 
sediment.  ' 

<  ^  Subacute  Rheumatism. — As  the  term  implies,  this  form  of 
the  complaint  is  intermediate  in  its  symptoms  between  the  high 
constitutional  fever  which  belongs  to  the  acute  rhjsnmatism,  and 
4be  absence  of  fever  which  is  characteristit  ^f  ther  ehn>nio4  k  « 
much  more  soUtaiY  than  the  aeute,  and  it'#fte»  happens  ijs^'^  the 
barsal  tenure  is  alone  affected,  and  a^e^iaUy  in  the  knee ;  butiiny 
9f  the  other  textures  just  described^  and  al^  branches  of  nerves, 
may  be  affected  with  partial  inflammation  in  such  a  degree  aa  not 
to  aisturb  the  ccmstitution  with  much  fever. 

*'  The  Chronic  Rheumatism. — Pains  affecting  the  ligamentous 
and  tendinous  textures^  synovial  membranes,  and  nerves,  without 
external  signs  of  inflammation,  and  unaccompanied  by  fever,  but 
aggravated  by  motion.**  (P.  11.) 

•  ■ 

After  these  divisions^  our  author  proceeds  to  make  some 
general  obaervations  on  rheumatism^  in  the  course  of  v^bicb 
we  are  informed  that  the  ligaments,  tendons,  and  the  tendi- 
nous p^rts  of  nmscles  and  aponeurotic  expansions*  tpgeiher 
with  the  bursse  mucosas»  are  tne  structures  most  frequently  af»- 
fected  by  the  diseases  Nerves  are  also  said  to  b^,  oftei^ 
affected ;  but  **  it  does  npt  happen  as  a  common  occMrr^npe 
that  in  tbe  large  joints  the  synovial  membrane  is  aflfect^d  by 
rheumatic  inflammation;  ana,  when  it  does  happen«i  it  ijiimjore 
by  extension  of  the  disease  from  the  parts  nearer  to  the  surface 
than  primarily."  In  this  statement  we  cannot  concur:  we 
haFe  seen  so  many  cases  in  which  the  knee  and  shoulder 
joints  have  been  affected  with  a  circumscribed  swelling,  evi- 
dently produced  by  the  capsular  membrane  being  distended 
fay  fiuici,  with  very  Utile  or  xu>  affection  of  the  neighbourinfir 
parts,  that  we  look  uppait  both  as  a  common  oocvnrence  and 
primary  disease.  Throug^ut  the  vohune  we  perceiTe  a 
tendency,  on  the  part  of  the  author,  to  confoiwd  those 
f  forms  of  rheiunotifim  which  appear  to  us  to  be  so-  distiact 

froia  oaeh  oiher :  he  fttatea,  indeed,  (jpage^  27,)  ''  that  xbeu*- 
matism  receivea  coiMideirahle  modificaitioQ  of  sycaptoipas^  aad 
also  requires  a  corresponding  modification  of  tfeatmenl;, 
from  the  influence  of  the  particular  texture  which  may  be 
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ftfiected^V;  but  we  do  not  think  that  his  general  directions  or 
particular  pvi^riptions,  as  given  i'hhis  cai^,  are  in  keeping 
with  this  db(Servati<)n.    ^ 

Into  the  description  of  the  symptoms  of  rheuma;tism,  whi^h 
i*  full  slnd-  satisfactory,  it  wonid  be  tedi<>us  MA  unnecfessary 
forus'to  6iitfet.  •  Among  the  conseqtlences  of  the  diieaAe  hfe 
enumerates  the  affectidn  of  the  heart,  and  correctly  remark^ 
that  it  does  not  usually  take  place  from  the  rcftrocession  of 
rheumatism,  but-  that  **  the  rheuuiatic  action  continues  in 
almost  the  same  force  in  the  limbs,  and  rarely,  if  wer,  wholly 
subsides. '^  It  certainly  has  been  too  common  to  look  upon 
rheumatism  of  the  heart  as  an  example  of  metastasis ;  at  the 
same  time  we  think  Dr.  Scudamore  has  himself  fallen  into 
error  in  ranking  it  among  the  consequences  of  acute  rheuma- 
tism, seeing  it  is  o'nly  one  of  its  most  severe  and  exquisite 
forms.  The  dura  mater  may  also  become  the  seat  of  ii^am- 
mation  associated  with  rheumatism,  but  no  attempt  is  made 
to  point  out  the  particular  modifications  of  the  disease  which 
gives  a  liability  to  the  one'  rather  than  the  other  of  these  in- 
ternal affections*  According  to  Dr.  Chambers,*  rheumatism 
of  the  fibrous  membranes  exclusively,  or  almost  -  exclusively, 
gives  rise  to  afFedtions  of  the  heart,  and  rheumatism  of  syno- 
vial membranes  to  affections  of  the  encephalon;  and>  in  con- 
formity with  this  opinion,  we  observe  that  itt  the  only  case 
of  this  last  description  given  bv  Dr.  Scudamore  (p.  264),  the 
synovial  tcfxtures  are  stated  to  have  been  affected. 

Among  the  changes  of  structure,  suppuration  is  certainly 
the  most  uncommon,  and,  although  our  author  has  alluded 
to  two  instances  of  this  nature,  we  confess  that  they  do  hot 
appear  to  us  to  be  very  satisfactory. 

**  When  I  was  at  Paris,  I  was  informed  by  M.  Brescbet  of  a 
case  of  acate  rheumatism  which  proved  fatal ;  and,  as  many  un- 
usual symptoms  had  arisen  in  the  ,course  of  the  disease,  an  in- 
spection after  death  was  made.  In  and  aboul  every  affected  Joint 
there  was  fo«ind  a  considerable  quantity  of  purulent  secretioq. 
This  ca^e  famishes  an  exception  to  the  general  •  rule,  that  rhea- 
maiic  inilamihation  does  not  terminate  in  suppuration.^'  (P*  34.)  . 

■From  this  case,  as  the  particulars  are  not  given,  and  as 
**  many  xmuaual  symptoms"  had  occurred,  it  is  obvious  that 
no  conclusions  can  well  be  deduced.  The  only  other  case  we 
have  been  able  to  find  iri  which  suppuration  took  place,  isat 
page  289 :  it  had  obviously  ndtbing  whatever  to  do  with 
rheumatism,  and  is  headed  ^' inflammatioiv  of  a  doubtfnl 

*  See  cases  piibJitlied  in  Uiis  Journal  for  July  and  Angust^  182(». 
2V*#.  346.— .Vtf.  17,Nfw&?ri€t.  $K  "     * 
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nature  at  the  knee-joint/'  We  do  not  mean  to  assert  that 
rheumatism  never  produces  suppuration  of  the  parts,  but 
merely  that  our  author  has  not,  so  far  as  we  can  see,  furnished 
us  with  any  example  of  it. 

We  pass  by  the  causes,  predisposing,  exciting,  and  proxi- 
mate, which  are  severally  discuss^,  to  .s^rrive  at  the 
treatment. 

Of  bleeding. — ^A  general  idea  of  Dr,  Scudamore's  opinions 
with  regard  to  this  remedy  may  be  gathered  from  the  follow- 
ing extract: 

^^  General  bleeding  in  this  disease  is  a  remedy  of  great  import- 
ance ;  but  its  employment  requires  much  consideration  and  judg- 
ment. If  it  be  proper  in  the  particular  case,  it  is  far  more 
advantageous  to  resort  to  it  promptly,  than  to  allow  delay ;  be- 
cause symptoms  increase,  and  constitutional  power  lessens,  with 
the  progress  of  disease. 

**  It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  principle,  that,  as  relating  .to  the 
local  inflammatory  action  merely,  this  is  not  the  agent  in  which 
we  should  place  our  confidence;  for  it  disappoints  our  expectation 
of  relieving  the  pain  of  the  disease,  unless  as  the  pain  and  the  local 
inflammation  may  be  connected  with  the  true  inflammatory  dia- 
thesis. In  no  way  is  a  degeneracy  into  chronic .  symptoms  so 
certainly  introduced,  as  by  that  injudicious  employment  of  general 
bleeding,  which  enfeebles  the  constitution,  and  still  leaves  the 
.rheumatic  disposition  in  great  force:  nor  does  the  articular  inflam- 
mation itself  yield  to  the  use  of  general  bleeding  in  the  manner 
which  we  might  expect. 

**  If,  however,  a  patient  of  strong  muscular  fibre,  and  of  the 
sanguineous  temperament,  be  seized  with  acute  rheumatism,'  in 
full  health,  an  immediate  and  free  use  of  the  lancet  is  indispensa- 
bly necessary.  The  depletion  is  to  be  repeated  until  the  hardness 
and  fulness  of  the  pulse  become  reduced  to  a  state  of  softness  and 
moderation."  (P.  69.)  /  . 

These  directions  are  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the 
most  experienced  practitioners,  and  we  have  nothing  to  ob- 
ject to  them ;  but  the  paragraph  which  immediately  follows 
-contains  what  appears  to  us  a  very  unnecessary  rennement, 
and  one  of  very  questionable  accuracy :  we  mean  the  advicie  of 
M.  Laennec  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  blood-letting  by  the 
stethoscope  rather  than  by  the  pulse,  as  the  former  "  furnishes 
a  rule  more  sure  than  the  tact  of  the  most  able  practitioners." 
Dr.  Scudamor^  indeed,  observes,  that  he  has,  *'  in  some  cri- 
tical circumstances,  derived  this  particular  aid  from  the  use 
of  the  stethoscope ;"  but  it  really  appears  to  us  to  be  carrying 
the  matter  rather  too  far  to  advise  that,  in  a  case  of  rheuma- 
tism or  inflammation  of  any  part  not  within  the  chest,  we 
should  apply  the  stethoscope  in  order  to  discover  whether  the 
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patient  will  bear  further  depletion  or  not,  instead  of  feeling 
the  patient's  pulse  as  heretofore.  Our  author,  however,  is 
but  half  a  convert  to  mediate  auscultation,  for  he  thinks 
that  "  we  may  in  general  trust  to  the  experienced  touch/^ 

Emetics. — Of  these,  little  need  be  said. 

"  If  the  patient  be  seized  with  threatening  symptoms  of  an 
acute  attack,  shortly  after  some  convivial  occasion,  on  which  he 
has  indulged  freely  and  improperly,  the  administration  of  an  eme- 
tic will,  in  all  probability,  be  highly  useful.  But,  should  inflam- 
matory action  be  urgently  present,  it  should  be  abated  by  the  use 
of  the. lancet  before  we  have  recourse  to  full  vomiting."  (P.  90.) 

Cathartics  and  diuretics. — ^We  do  not  exactly  perceive  why 
these  are  placed  under  one  head ;  the  more,  as  we  find  it 
to  I  contain  observations  on  various  medicines  belonging  to 
neither  denomination,-N-such  as  tartarised  antimony,  opium, 
hyoscyamus,  sulphate  of  qnina,  and  mercury.  These  ob- 
servations are  desultory,  but  not  uninteresting. 

**  I  have  been  much  satisfied  with  the  effects  of  a  draught  com- 
posed of  the  carbonate  of  magnesia,  carbonate  of  potash,  sulphate 
of  magnesia  in  small  doses,  tartarised  antimony,  lemon  juice  in  fit 
proportion  to  neutralise  the  carbonate  of  potash,  and  the  acetUm 
colchici,  with  some  agreeable  distilled  water  and  syrup.  The 
draught  may  be  taken  in  effervescence,  or  otherwise.  The  addi- 
tion of  the  tartar  emetic  is  exceedingly  valuable;  for  my  in- 
creasing experience  with  this  mledicine  convinces  me  that  it  is  one 
of  the  most  useful  remedies  which  we  can  employ  for  the  riemoval 
of  inflammatory  action ;  and,  in  •  proportion  as  we  employ  it  with 
judgment,  so  do  we  diminish  the  necessity  of  using  the  lancet.  Its 
influence  is  much  more  permanent  than  that  of  digitalis ;  which^ 
althot^h  on  many  occasions  to  be  regarded  as  a  most  valuable 
auxiliary  in  the  treatment  of  inflammation,  is  yet  liable  to  the  ob- 
jection of  its  restraining  action  rather  than  subduing  inflammation, 
and  masking  rather  than  curing  the  disease. 

'  **  Upon  the  first  administration  of  the  tartar  emetic,  it  usually 
sickens  to  the  degree  of  causing  vomiting;;  but  this  effect  is  useful, 
and  it  is  surprising  how  quickly  the  stomach  accommodates  itself 
to  this  medicine,  so  that  it  ceases  even  to  nauseate.  The  maxi* 
mum  and  minimum  doses  of  the  tartar  emetic,  which  I  usually 
employ  in  the  combination  just  mentioned,  are  one  grain  and  one- 
eighth  of  a  grain'i  and  of  the  acetum  colchici,  a  drachm  and  a  half 
and  half  a  drachm. 

**  In  concurrence  with  this  draught,  I  prescribe  calomel  with  the 
compound  extract  of  colocynth,  at  night,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
ducing a  more  free  excretion  of  bile  than  would  be  effected  merely 
by  the  saline  aperient.  It  also  assists  in  reducing  the  inflamma- 
tory diathesis,  and  increases  the  action  of  the  absorbent  system. 
The  range  of  dose  which  I  prefer  is  from  one  grain  to  five,  and  I 
am  not  aware  of  any  superior  advantage  from  employing  larger 
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doses.   ^Iq  urgent  cates:  ^  &f^^  Aeim^tj^j  :I  oomiiiae  tbe  Bse 
of  calomel  until  the  gum  l>fcome9i  #UghtIy  liijSeQjted^  ,      , 

''  It  wijl  usually  be  expedient  to  add  tP  the  pills  just  mfintioned 
a  portion  of  opium,  or  a  dose  of  extract. pf  poppy,, or  pf.hyoscia- 
mu8|  in  order  to  delay  the  action  of  the  bowels^  and  assist  reposei 
It  may  be  convenient  to  join  with  these  ingredients  a  fall  dose  of 
opiucbt  for  the  purpose  oi  relieving  or  preventing  pain#  If  #e  are 
not  making  use  of  tartarised  antimony  in  the  me4icine  which  we 
give  at  regular  in(tervalS|  it  will  be  beneficial  to  add  it,  or  James's 
powder,  to  the  pills.  The  omission  of  the  compound  extract  of 
colocynth  may  be  sometimes  advisable. 

'^  In  regard  to  the  freedom  and  continuance  of  this  treatment, 
we  Shatt  infomi'otirbelvesy  in  great  measure;  by  a  regular  observa- 
tieri  of  the  nature  of  the  excretions,  alvine  and  urinary.;  Tot,  while 
^  tbe  fGBees-ave'uiinatiirally  dark,  and  the  urine  is^ense,  of  a  deep 
colour,  turbid,  or  even  depositing  lateritieus  or  pink  sediment,  the 
fluid  portion  being, clear,  it  is  incumbent  uponos  to  :aia[ke  ^aily 
employment  of  pwrgative  roedioine.  When  die.excpetions  acquire 
a  natural  appearance,  the  acute  symptoms  of  inflamniatioo  .usually 
subside,  and  then  our  active  treatment  must  be  exchanged  for  the 
occasional  use  of  asu,fficient  quantity  of  an  aperiei^t  ff>r  the  j^u* 
lation  of  the  bowels;  at  the  same  time  taking > advantage  of  the 
absence  of  fever  to  introduce  the  trial  of  tonic  medicine  and  resto. 
rative  diet.         ....  ,  .  , 

'<  When  the  stomach  is  in  too  irritable. a  state  to  isdlow^the  con- 
tinuance of  the  draught  just  mentioned,  it  yill  be  ei:pe<lienjt .  to 
give,  in  the  morning  early,  a  mixture  with  senna,  salts*  an4  poanna, 
rendered,  palatable  by  the  addition  of  some  aromatic  wal^r,  4^. 
S\(t)sequently,  at  regular  interyals,  saUne  medicineajiviU  be  useful* 
*'  Such,  according  to  my  experience ,' is  the  decided  advantage  of 
following  up  acourse  of  purgative  or  s^rient  and.aUeratiir^treat«* 
ment,  when  it  is  not  forbidden  by  any  remarkable  dehilily  of  the 
constitution.'  When  this  exists,  a  different  method  of  treatJnent 
must  be  adopted.  Should  there  be  sufficient  remission,  of  fev«r, 
it,  wonid  be  importan^t  to  admii^i^t^r  the  sulphate  of  qitinine,  or 
some  form  of  bark;  but  of  this  practice  I  shall  speak  under  its 
proper  head.  .  . 

''  To  the  above  exception  to  the  perseverance  in  the  active  pur* 
gative  treatment,  I  may  add,  that  when  the  delicacy  of  constitu- 
tion, which  I  have  n\entioned,  is  attended  by  a  continuance  of 
febrile  irritation,  which  militates  against  the.  employpnent  of  any 
preparation  of  bark,  we  shall  find  it  expedient  to  be  contoited  with 
the  moderate  measures  of  using  saline  antimonial  medidiBes  and 
sedatives,  and  the  application  of  leeches  for  the  relief  of  particular 
parts  wl^ch  may  be  aJOfected  with  severe  pain% 

''  £ven  in  these  circui9$tances,  we.  shall  usually  derive  advan* 
tage  from  the  effects  of  a  mild  alterative  every  night,  .or  on  alternate 
n^hts,  consisting  of  a  gcain  or  half  a  grain  of  calomel,  a  grain  of 
James's  powder,  with  a  small  portion  of  crude  opium,  or  four 
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granft  of  extract  dfjjoppyv  givmg  scfme  niDd^perieBtl  in  Ae  morn, 
ing;  or,  under; some  eircumetances,  dke^og  ft  lavemeiit.  If  the 
bowels  be  easily  irritated,  four  or  five  grains  of  the  hydrarg.  c. 
cretA^  or  pilul.  h^drat^yriy  wilibe{)fefer^)e  to  the  use  of  calomel. 
•^  An  a  mW  of  practice^  I  hold  it  to  berery  important  in  the 
treatment  of  acaterhecitliatisiDi  carefully  to  atoid  producing  mer* 
carial  fever,  ivdiich  tends!  to  aggrarate  rather  than  relieve  the 
rheumatic  sympfeoms,  and  produces  a  new  state  of  distress  scarcely 
inferibr  in  its  sufferings  tothose  of  the  qriginal  disease/'  (P.  92.) 

Tartar  erhetic.^-Ih  addition  to  the  remarks  on  thisexcel- 
lent  medicine  contained  in  the  above  paragraph,  we  have  a 
separate  article  upon  it,  which  consists  almost  exclusively  of 
quotations  from  the  published  opinions  of  I^aennec,  with  re* 
gard  to. the  use  of  antimony  in  inflammation,  and  which  we 
therefore  think  it  out  of  place  to  notice  here. 

Sudorifics. — ^Tartarised  antimony  ag^in. 

Narcotici  and  sedatwes. — Of  these  opium  is  unauestion- 
ably  the  best.  Our  author  speaks  favourably  ef  it,  but 
aUnctes  to  cettain:  i»)uno«is  effects,  which  he  believes  will 
acatfcciy  ever  be  met  with,  if  it  be  given  in  combination  vritk 
calom4;  and  followed  by  brisk  purging. 
'  **  The  uee  of  opium,  as  the  loost  important  of  our  sedative  medi« 
cines,  is  an  eminent  point  of  consideration  in  our  study  to  relieve 
the  hitense  sufferings  of  acute  rheumatism.  An  active  state  of 
inflammatory  diathesis  must  be  removed  by  the  means  already  de- 
tailed, before  we  can  with  any  propriety  employ  opium  with  free- 
dom, if  at  all.  I  hare  seen  permanent  delirium,  and  serious 
aggravation  of  fever,  produced  by  the  premature  administration  of 
opium.  It  indeed  usually  happens  that  opium  does  not  even  re- 
lieve pain  when  given  during  any  considerable  state  of  inflamma- 
tory action;  and  this  will  always  be  found  an  important  point  in 
practice. 

•*  A  due  attention  must  also  be  paid  to  the  functions  of  the 
bowels,  the  kidneys,  and  the  skin,  in  order  that  we  may  be  enabled 
to  seek  the  advantages  which  opium  is  often  so  happily  capable  of 
affording.  No  centra-indication,  therefore,  being  present,  we  are 
to  decide  upon  the  particular  preparation,  and  its  combination  with 
other  ingredients.  Most  commonly  the  severest  pain  takes  place 
during  the  night,  and  this  also  is  the  period  at  which  it  is  most 
desirable  to  interpose  the  aid  of  narcotics ;  for  nature  becomes  the 
more  exhausted  if  repose  be  denied  at  the  season  when  most  wanted 
and  expected.  But,  if  all  the  indications  of  treatment  are  cor- 
rectly fulfilled,  we  may  also,  with  every  propriety,  direct  an  opiate 
dose  at  any  time  during  the  day,  when  pain  is  urgent.  I  can 
recommendi  from  much  satisfactory  experience,  the  following 
mixture : 

**  R.  PotasssB  Carbotiat.  gr.cvlij.;  Sttr€.  Citric.  (fccenti«)  Jij.;  Mi»t, 
Canipliorae  Ji^ss.;  Liqiiori&O^it  Sedativ.  ^JBs.  sd  Svi*;"  6iynip«  Totatan. 
^^48.  -f  Antimoo,  Tvtarisskt.  gr.  j,  ad  gr.  ij.  M.  fiat  iui»tura. 
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"  Of  this  mixture,  one,  two,  or  three  tablespooosful  should  first 
be  taken,  according  to  the  degree  of  pain ;  and  a  dose  should  be 
repeated  every  hour  or  two,  till  relief  is  obtained.  I  may  observe 
of  opium,  that  the  acetate  of  morphine  is  the  least  stimulating 
preparation,  and  that,  given  in  a  saline  draught  with  camphor 
mixture  and  a  small  portion  of  hydrocyanic  acid,  it  will  sometimes 
succeed  better  than  any  other  form,  relieving  pain  effectually,  and 
not  causing  headache  or  confusion.  The  dose  of  the  acetate  is 
from  a  quarter  of  a  grain  to  a  grain ;  and  of  hydrocyanic  acid  ia 
this  mixture,  from  one  to  two  drops;  to  be  repeated  as  the  occasion 
may  require. 

**  The  effects  of  opium  are,  in  a  very  remarkable-degree,  depen- 
dent upon  the  influence  of  pain;  so  that  persons  who  are  exceed- 
ingly incommoded  by  even  a  very  small  dose,  nnder  ordinary 
circumstances,  can  bear  without  inconvenience  a  large  quantity 
when  suffering  much  pain.  There  is  this  chanty  in  disease,  that  it 
allows  a  free  use  of  its  appropriate  renfedy. 

•  **  With  some  few  individuals,  however,  so  completely  does  the 
l>ervous  system  refuse  to  accommodate  itself  to  the  inflnence  ol 
c^hun,  that  we  are  compelled  to  resort  to  the  triSl  of  wes^ker 
narcotics.  In  some  cases,  and  especially  when  the  inflammatory 
diathesis  does  not  prevail,  and  general  rheumatic  pain,  and  conse* 
qaent  irritation,  predominate,  the  foHowii^  draught  wjll  be  found 
beneficial : 

^R.  Liqaorifl  Ammoo.  Acetat.  ,^.;  Vini  Colchici  »«  xx.  ad  5ss.j 
Syrupi  PapavarU  5j*  *  Mist.  Campliorae  Jj.  M.  fiat  haastus  sexta  vet 
octava  qu^ue  hor&  snmend^s. 

'*  It  has  appeared  to  me  that  the  wine  of  the  seeds  of  colchicum 
is  milder  than  the  wine  of  the  roots,  but  that  the  latter  can  be  more 
relied  upon  for  its  efficacy.  It  will  occasionally  be  advisable  to 
prescribe  this  kind  of  draught  at  bedtime  only.  If  it  happen  that 
the  use  of  colchicum  is  not  suitable  in  any  form,  we  may  be  led  to 
the  choice  of  the  compound  powder  of  ipecacuanha  in  a  saline 
draught,  giving  it  with  more  or  less  frequency >  as  the  symptoms 
may  require. 

"  The  weaker  narcotics,  as  henbane,  conium,  and  poppy,  cannot 
be  relied  upon  for  the  relief  of  acute  pain,  although  they  may  be 
competent  to  jrelieve  moderate  pain,  and  more  especially  to  sdlay 
irritation  and  restlessness;  but,  with  this  latter  view,  I  have  more 
confidence  in  the  properties  of  the  genuine  lactucarium^  qr  lettuce 
milk,  which  may  be  given  in  a  dose  of  from  three  to  six  grains. 
Stramonium  (prepared  from  the  seeds)  was  strongly  recommended 
by  the  late  Dr.  Marcet,  as  an  occasional  substitute  for  opium.  In 
my  experience,  it  has  not  produced  such  satisfactory  results  as 
one  or  other  form  of  opium  joined  with  antimony ;  but,  in  other 
parts  of  this  treatise,  I  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  more  particu- 
larly of  this  medicine. 

*•  With  some  patients,  labouring  under  acute  rheumatism,  every 
kind  of  narcotic  proves  unfavourable  in  its  effects ;  and  saline  an. 
timonial  medicines,  with  mild  aperients  and  occasional  alteratives, 
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^hme  succeed ;  joining,  probably,  the  influence  of  general  or  local 
bleeding,  or  both.  .  The  inconvenience  attending  the  use  of 
opiates^  to  ^hich  I  have  just  alluded,  may  arise  from  two  causes : 
peculiarity  in  the  constitution  of  the  patient,  which  forbids  the 
influence  of  any  narcotic  medicine  ;  or  the  countervailing  irritation 
which  arises  from  the  inflammatory  diathesis.  In  the  former 
difiiculty,  I  have  often  seen  the  best  effects  produced  by  the  adtni- 
nistration  of  a  lavement  with  tincture  of  opium  and  a  few  ounces 
of  water,  in  quantity  from  twenty  to  ninety  minims.  Of  the 
means  to  be  used  for  removing  the  inflammatory  diathesis,  I  have 
already  treated."  (P.  104.) 

Nitre. — Dr.  Scudamore,  in  one  instance  of  sub-acute 
rheumatism*  knew  a  patient  take  half  an  ounce  of  nitre  daily : 
^*  some  benefit  was  derived ;''  but  he  considers  the  practice 
as  much  inferior  to  the  other  modes  detailed. 

Penman  bark. — On  this  he  observes— 

"  I  have,  on  several  occasions,  made  trial  of  it,  observing  the 
rules  laid  down  by  Haygarth;  but  very  generally  I  have  found 
that  it  has  aggravated  both  fever  and  pain,  I  know  from  experi- 
ence that  cases  do  now  and  then  occur,  in  which  the  remission  of 
feveris  so  distinct,  and  the  true  inflammatory  diathesis;  is  so  en* 
tirely  absent,  diat  it  becomes  highly  proper  to  make  trial  of  this 
treatment ;  but,  in  such  circumstances,  I  am  led  to  prefer  the  ttse 
of  the  sulphate  of  quinine,  with  or  without  the  addition  of  sulphate 
pf  magnesia,  as  the  state  of  the  alimentary  canal  may  require.  It 
should  be  given  in  a  dose  of  two  grains,  at  short  intervals.  The 
encouragement  to  its  use  will  be,  thftt  the  tongue  appears  moist, 
thc'pulse  soft,  the«kin  relaxed,  the  urine  not  of  a  deep  colour,  and 
without  very  copious  sediment.  The  doubtful  part  of  the  question, 
it  will  be  seen,  relates  to  the  propriety  of  using  bark  during  the 
height  of  the  acute  symptoms ;  for  its  value  at  the  moment  of 
convalescence  is  well  confirmed  by  experience.  But  neither  this 
nor  any  one  point  in  practice  can  be  reduced  to  strict  rule."  (P.  115.) 

We  think  even  more  unfavourably  than  our  author  of  cin- 
chona in  acute  rheumatism;  he  says  that  its  value  at  the 
moment  of  convalescence  is  well  confirmed  by  experience;  but 
,  we  greatly  question  this  assertion,  for  we  have  frequently 
^een  patients  beginning  to  recover  froni  acute  rheumatism^ 
who  immediately  suflTered  a  relapse  on  bark  being  ordered  by 
^ay  of  hastening  their  convalescence* 
<  Regimen  and  diet. — ^Keepin^  the  patient  too  warm  is  re* 
probated ;  '*  comfortable"  covermg  is  recommended ;  and  the 
**  lightest*'  diet  enjoined. 

.  Hocal  Ircfl^meia^.— Leeches  are  the  only  local  means  recom- 
mended in  the  acute  stage  of  the  diseasie;  but,  as  soon  as  the 
fever  subsides,  and  the  pains  become  fixed  in  p^articular  parts^ 
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beyond  the  lineh,  but'  not  Us^i  ik  a'^aijSleti^erfvfeJ 
mfgtit  9a^se  jthe  part  tb  be  heated. '/X^^ddit-Mll:  fjtev^ts'^^^ 
spejedy  drying  of  the  rags,  and  ^^dei^  the  erti^oiulibtt  stow 
which,  in  rheumatism,  appears  to  be  inore  nsefiil  fliin  ijt' 
effected  quickly.  At  nig^t,it  i^ often udv^aiitageotii  to  apply^ 
a  iepid  poultice,  prepared  witii  this  lotion  ^d  equal  part?  o(l 
gj^id  bread  and  Unseed  meal."  . " 

ihe  conv0le$cerice* — ^According  to  oiir  author,  the  rec6very 
will  be  much  assisted  by  various  preparations  of  bark:— this 
was  said  before  under  the  ^ad  **  r eruvian  bark^**  and  we  ha v^ 
there  already  expressed  our  doubts  of  its  accuracy.  Exercise 
and  friction  are  advised ;  and  the  necessity  of  overcoming  tfie 
*'  seeming  incapacity  of  motion"  which  remains  after  an  acute ' 
attack  otrheumatism,  is  pointed  out. 

•The  next  subject  connected  with  acute  tfaenmatism  is 
nfetaslasis,,  particularly  the  affection  of.  the  heart,  commonly 
attributed  to  this  cause.    .The  existence  6f  thk  dis^^sse  is .  ^b 
well  niade  oi:^t  asr  ahy  other  pathological  fact,  ^d  th'e  nnxxi^^ 
r9ti8jreferenee8'  to  different  writers  given  Ijy  our  author  are; 
therefore  onnecessary,  so  far  as  regards  its  establishment^'^ 
while  there  is  little  in  the  deacription  of  the  symptoms  Whicli, 
is  not  generally  known.    We  pass  on^  therefore,  to  the  treat-^ 
nient,  and  dwell  upon  this  the  more  because  we  do  not  agree.. 
ini>pinion  with  Dr.  Scudamore  on  this  part  of  the  6ul^ect* 

*^  On  the  immediate  occurrence  of  the  symptoms,  a  cQpioii^' 
bleeding  from  the  afm  is  imperatively  demanded  ;  and  the  blood 
should, be  allowed  to  flow  until  the  pulse  become  soft,  o):  until 
syncope  be  produced. '  It  must  be  repeated  accordingly  as  it  i^' 
called  for  by  returning  syraptomd.  Twenty  or  thirty  leeches  shMild' 
be  applied  over  the  region:  of  the  heart,  followed  by  fomentation* 
and  poultice;  but  cupping,  if  itxonld  be  borne,  would  ueuatly^bd 
piiefe^able.'  As.aoon  as  the  active  symptobs  of  infiamraatbn  bei 
come  relieved,  a  large  bli3ter  ahould  be  applied  aver  theleftsidb 
of  the  chest,''  (P.  139.)  .  tT 

.  The  point  of  practice  to  which  we  object  inthis  quotktiori^ 
is  that  which  regards  the  quantity  of  blood'  to  be  driiwh.  We 
look '  upon  it  as  very  dangerous  advice  to  l6t  the  blood  fldV^H 
"until  stfticope  be  produced*^  We  would  just  Reverse  this^ 
and  say  that  ther^k  of  syncope  Ought  ne5>^r  to  W  iticrin^tf/ 
SmaH  bleedings  only  are  admissible,  (say  twelve  to  fburfetetii 
ounc^ ;)  but  these  must  Be  repeated  till  the  ^^mi^t/ovak^'\i^i 
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at  such  iater?al9  as  can  be  done  without  the  risk  of  fainting. 
We  know. that  in  the  diseased  condition  of  the  heart  its  funq* 
,  tions  are  more  easily  interrupted  than  under  ordinary  circum* 
stances,  and  that  it  has  happened  that  syncope  beihg 
produced  in  the  disease  in  question  by  a  large  bleeding,  the 
heart  has  never  regained  its  power,  and  the  patient  has  thus 
died  from  the  remedy  rather  than  the  disease.  In  this  very 
case  the  patient  had  experienced  great  relief  from  a  moderate 
bleeding,  and  it  was  argued  that,  if  the  loss  of  twelve  ounces 
produced  a  certain  quantum  of  benefit,  the  loss  of  twenty-four 
would  produce  still  more. 

**  We  must  seek  to  moderate  the  action  of  the  heart  hy  the  use 
of  appropriate  medicines,  and  the  most  efficacious  will  be  found  in 
the  tartar  emetic  and  in  digitalis,  which  may  be  given  in  a  saline 
draught,  every  two  or  three  hours,  in  full  doses."  (P.  139.) 

Tartar  emetic  may  be  of  use,  but  we  would  not  trust  to  it; 
— digitalis  we  believe  to  be  entirely  useless  under  such  cir- 
cumstances :  its  first  effect  in  the  majority  of  cases,  is  to  in- 
crease the  hearths  action,  which  is  not  in  fulfilment  of  any 
rational  indication.  * 

''  As  this  dangerous  form  of  complaint  comes  on  in  the  midst  of 
a  disease  which  has  been  already  treated,  it  is  not  probable  that 
the  bowels  will  be  in  a  loaded  state;  and  bodily  quietude  is  so' 
important,  that  the  action  of  purgative  medicine  should  be  avoided 
during  the  height  of  the  symptoms.  Small  doses  of  calomel,  re. 
peated  at  intervaU  of  six  or  eight  hours,  will,  under  most  circum- 
stances, assist  the  cure.  Extract  of  poppy,  or  extract  of  henbane,- 
will  be  a  useful  addition  to  the  calomel ;  for  it  is  of  importance  to 
lull  irritability  while  we  are  using  active  means  to  reduce  inflaun- 
matory  action."  (P.  139.) 

There  can  be  no  question  of  the  propriety  of  emptying  the 
bowels ;  and,  important  as  "  bodily  quietude'*  certainly  is, 
we  doubt  whether  it  need  ever  be  so  much  disturbed  by  pur- 
gatives as  to  warrant  their  omission.  Calomel  is  spoken  of 
as  a  very  secondary  remedy,  and  as  to  be  administered  in 
*'  small  doses :"  we  think  that  this  medicine,  in  the  affection . 
of  the  heart  under  consideration,  is  next  in  importance  to , 
blood-letting,  if  indeed  it  be  secondary  to  it ;  it  is  as  much 
indicated  here  as  in  iritis,  and  for  precisely  the  same  reason, 
— viz.  to  prevent  the  deposition  or  promote  the  removal  of 
coagulable  lymph.  It  ought,  therefore,  to  be  administered 
in  f^ll  and  frequently-repeated  doses,  so  as  to  bring  the  sys- 
tem under  its  action  as  speedily  as  possible.  Extracts  of 
poppy  and  henbane  are  recommended  to  lull  irritability: — 
why  not  opium?    We  have  seen  a  considerable  number  of 
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cfises  of  rbeumatic  af&otioA.  o£  ^he  heiurt  in  which  opium 
rpombined  with  calomel)  has  been  frep^  adnnnisrtered,  and 
nave  been  impressed.witb  a  very  favourable  opinion  of'  its 
utility. 

<'  The  limbs,  and  especially  the  rheumatic  parts,  sl^ould  be  fo«  , 
mented  with  flannels  wrung  put  of  hot  water,  having  th^  addition 
of  spirits  and  vinegat,  and  afterwards  should  be  wrapped  in  flaaneL 
Blisters  applied  to  the  limbs  will  certainly  prove  useful.  Some- 
times the  prompt  action  of  sinapisms  will  be  higUy  appropriate.'" 
(P.  140.) 

'  In  this  paragraph  Dr.  Scudamore  evidently  writes  under 
the  inlpression  of  the  disease  being  metastasis*  although  this 
is  contrary  to  his  own,  and  we  believe  to  the  correct,  pa- 
thology. 

'*  It  is  important  to  observe,  that,  as  soon  as  we  have  succeeded 
in  reducing  the  pulse  to  softness  and  moderation,  we  should  refrain 
from  further  general  bleeding  ;  for  the  rheumatic  action  appears 
to  diminish  the  power  of  the  heart  very  remarkably^  an4  renders  it 
morbidly  irritabiQ  in  a  high  degree, 

**  If  the  disease  pass  into  the  chronic  form,  the  symptoms  must 
be  treated  according  to  the  character  which  they  assume.  I  shall 
hereafter  show,  by  some  interesting  cases,  that  the  irritable  state 
of  the  heart,  which  gives  rise  to  palpitation  and  high  action,  rather 
than  strength  of  pulse,  is  often  more  successfully  treated  by  the 
nse  of  tonics,  aa  the  sulphate  of  quinine  or  the  subcarbonate  of 
iron,  and  a  supporting  but  not  ai^  exciting  diet,  th^  by  debilitat- 
ing sedatives  and  severe  regimen."  (P.  140*) 

In  this  we  entirely  concur,  as  may  be  seen  from  our  r^« 
inarks  on  the  first  passage  in  which  blood-letting  is  less 
cautiously  recommended.  The  general  impression  resaking 
from  a  careful  perusal  of  this  part  of  Dr.  Scudamore's  work 
certainly  is,  that  he  is  not  fully  aware  of  the  danger  of  syncope 
uiider  such  circumstances,  or  of  the  advantages  of  mercury  : 
thus  we  are  told  that,  injthe  subject  of  Case  XV.  (by  the  by, 
we  believe  the  only  instance  of  affection  of  the  heart  fronj 
aonte  rheumatism  m  the  book,)  *'  the  poor  youth  died,  noV 
withstanding  the  most  prompt  and  active  treatment, **^  y^t 
neither  mercury  nor  opium  are  mentioned.  *'  Upon  exami- 
•  nation,  the  fibrous  layer  of  the  pericardium  was  found  par- 
tially adhering  to  the  heart  by  recently-formed  portions  of 
fibrine,  and  the  bag  of  the  pericardium  contained  a  few 
ounces  of  turbid  serum.''  We  never  saw  such  a  case  do  well 
permanently,  when  the  system  was  not  brought  under  the 
mfluence  of  mercitry. 

These  remarks  conclude  an  account  of  the  first  part  of  the 
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Tf>liime  h^Me  tcb,— ^vfz.  that  rdatiog  to  acut^  rheumatistn« 
The  considehttion  6t  the  dttb-acute,  and  chrohic  forms  of  the 
disease  follow;  "but  we  do  not  find  anything  iii  these  requir- 
ing particular  notice.  The  treatment  of  the  sub-acute  icf 
similar  to  thatof  the^^ctife^  modified  by  its  comparative  mild- 
ness ;  while  in  chronic  rheumatism  ^  we  may  tafce  our  choice 
between  a  combination  of  volatile  tincture  of  guaiacum.  joined 
with  the  aoetafe  of  ammonia  and  Dover'a  powder/or  vinam 
colchi6i  joined  with  the  latter  tdedicines :  very  full  doies  iit 
these  remedies  at  bedtime^  and  smaller  doses  in  the  day, 
should  it  be  expedient  to  prescribe  such  repetition,^  Peruvian 
bark  and  sarsapanlla  are  spoken  of  as  occasionally  useful^ 
and  local  stimulants,  baths,  and  fomentations  recommended.' 
The  volume  concludes  with  some  observations  on  neuralgic 
^ectioTls,  Which,  however,  are  not  of  sufficient  interest  for 
t}t!otetion. 

Observations  on  the  Surgical  Pathology  of  the  Larynx  and  Trah 
chea,  chiefly  with  a  View  to  illustrate  the  Affections  of  those 
thgans  which  may  require  the  Operation  qf  Sronchotomy:  «»- 
eluding  Remarks  on  Croup,  Cynanche  Laryngea,  foreign  Bodies 
in  the  Windpipe,  Wounds,  ^c.  S^c,  By  Wm.  Hbhrt  Porteb, 
A.M.  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland; 
Surgeon  to  the  Meath  Hospital  and  County  Dublin  Infirmary, 
and  tp  the  Dublin  General  Dispensary ;  and  Lecturer  on  Anar 
tomy  and  Surgery  in  the  Medico-Chirurgical  School^  Park- 
street.— 8vo.  pp.  283.     Hodges  and  M' Arthur,  Dublin,  1826< 

Whatever  may  be  the  subject  to  which  an  author  has  paid 
particular  attention,  and  to  the  i&vesti^atioa  of  which  ke  bits 
oevoted  his  labours,  it  is  naturally  considered  by  him  of  OM&ch 
interest.  In  the  nre£BLce,  then,  to  most  works,  and  in  that,  of 
the  volume  now  before,  ns  amongst  the  number,  we  &ad  the 
ixof^prtance  of  the  subject  duly  insisted  up<>n,  and  the  t^ecea* 
sity.oC  our  paying  especial  attention  to  it  earnestly  poinlted  out 
by  the  author.-  Mr.  Porter,  however,  caanc^  be  acenseA 
of  attaphin^.  consequence  to  a  class  of  diseases,  which '  are 
80  trifling  in  their  nature,  or  so  simple  in  their  IreattnleDti 
as  not  to  ri^uire  the  closest  and  most  attentive  inqttry#  He 
is  perfectly  justified  in  prefacing  his  work  by  the  observatiKmv 
that —  .      ' 

**  There  are  few  subjects  found  to  present,  IhemMlve^  ondev 
more  interesting  features,  either  (o  the  surgeon  or  the  patientt}  tl^ui 
those  diseases  which  interfere  with  the  action^,  pf  the  re$pii:ati9|ry 
organs.  Whoever  ha^  i6  himself  experienced  the  slighte^jl^^iffi'' 
culty  of  breathing,  or  has  witnessed  its  eflTects  on  others,  must  be 
aware  of  the  inteofe  anxiety  that  such  diseased  action  creates: 
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avilijirhpaimiracolteatj  dwtta;  itpyftsu 

stsncM,  he  may  suddenly  saatcb  l|iii> 
destructioa,  we  sha,11  not. hesitate  to  ; 
ttat  attaches  itself  to  this  part  of  surg 

Having  admitted,  theD,  the  fair  < 
tp  t}ie  merit  of  a  happy  selection  of  his  8ubiect,TVQpfoc^t/^, 
lay  before  our  readers  Eua  account  of  themautieria,wl;^icb,];^< 
tuB  treated  it  .,  .,    >' 

The  operatioa  of  bronchotomy,  and  the  diseases  wlpiiQa  i^ay„ 
DBBder  it  neceuary,  hare  frequently  attracted  the  aetiOA  W^t 
Brofefisional writers,  and  several Taluable  papers  haraajt'difTi 
Rrent  times  beea  o@ered  to  the  public  upon  the  subjeolii  Bub 
amongst  these  Mr.  Porter  hnds  no  attempt  to  arnangei  tboctff 
diBeases  in  patholo^cai  order,  to  point  out  the  morbid'^^^^ 
pearances  that  are  discoverable  by  dtssecfion,  and  to  coflt^fi 
these  with  each  particular  symptom.  The  great  aim  Of 'alF 
^ems  to  be  to  inculcate  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  tfie  6p4^ 
ration  of  bronchotomy,  and  to  show  that  several  of  thoge  who' 
have  been  suffered  to  perish  in  a  miserable  state  of  suffocation 
might  hare  been  thus  preserved.  But,  even  if  the  opet'atron 
be  had  recourse  to,  success  is  far  from  certain,  ana'  M  m^ 
yestigation  into  the  causes  of  these  failures  ought  to'l&ti 
interesting,  as  every  unsuccessful  operation  tends 'MWe'Jol^ 
less  to  diminish  the  confidence  of  the  public  in '  pTAfeSsMTf^ 
skill,  and,  if  the  real  nature  of  the  case  be  not  uuderatiJ^d, 
to  introduce  timidity  and  indecision  into  the  mindof-titi^ 
practitioner  himself.  However  cautiously  we  would  witbhbld 
our  countenance  from  the  premature  and  unnecessary  peiu 
formance  of  operations,  we  are  satisfied,  with  Mr,  Pdrttir,^ 
that  bronchotomy  is  too  seldom  practised,  and  th^,  wh««tit! 
is  performed,  it  is  generally  at  a  period  of  disease  wbeaf' tt* 
success  is  impossible.  "    ''  'i 

Mr.  Porter  introduces  his  subject  with  some  brirfyd'p^PJ 
tinent  observations  upon  the  inflammation  of  mnctWiiS  icfefb* 
branes  in  general.  These  remarks  bear  upon  the  imft^diftte 
Bobject;  for,  as  the  laryni  and  trachea  hav6  an  internal  co^, 
vEnne  of  mucous  membrane,  inflammation  of  th*se'  parts 
nraBtne  governed  in  a  great  degree  by  the  laws  which'  appei^ 
tain  to  inflammatory  aflections  of  a  similar  structure-in' otl^* 
Jiarta  of  the  body.  The  symptoms  which  atise',  aHd  (heitfli^ttS 
produced,  will  of  course,  be  greatly  modified  by  the  important 
functions  tit«se  parts  hove  to  petferm,  '  Amongst  other  in- 
Btructive  observations  upon  the  subject  of  inflammatJon  of 
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"  As,  ri»  instance,  io  the  broDchial  cells,  where,  from  taking  Afll 
sbftpfe  of  the  parts  in  which  they  are  deposited,  they  appear  rami- 
fied like  the  branches  of  blood -TeBseti,  and  were  of  old  suppdeetfr 
to  be  ^rtions  of  the  pnlmanary  artery.  These  are  called  biaa~, 
chiU  polypi,  and  are  generally  found  in  patients  of  an  advanatdb 
age..!  fiut  the  best  example  of  lymph  being  produced  by  cbconw 
inflamnaijon  is  to  be  found  in  dysenteria  tubulosa,  where  whole^ 
rings  of  H  considerable  length  come  away,  and  this  so  frequently, 
and  to -such  an  extent,  as  to  give  rise  on  some  occasions  to  a  sup^ 
position  that  they  were  large  portions  of  the  mucous  membrane 
reduced  to  a  state  of  slough,  and  thrown  off  by  the  efforts  of 
nature."  (P.  10.)  , 

■  In  Uie  child,  however,  there  caa  be  no  doubt  that  lymph  i^ 
the  genuine  product  of  active  mucous  inHaniiaation,  "  al-* 
though  it  would  appear  that  the  inflammation  occasioning  it 
'  is  of  BOme  peculiar  or  specific  character,  and  confiiied  in  VM3 
particular  effect  to  the  larynx  and  trachea  alone."  ; 

The  reason  wh^  children  should  be  chiefly  subject  to  dis- 
ease termioatiug  in  this  manner,  has  not,  we  believe,  beef) 
hitherto  oxpl»ned ;  but  we  would  observe,  that  false  m^-, 
branes  may  be  found  in  the  air  passages  without  fh^ 
occurrence,  of  croup.  For  example,  M.  Nysten  pub* 
tishied  a  case,  in  1815,  of  poisoning  by  the .  inhalation  of 
aiamonia  during  a  paroxysm  of  epilepsy,  tha  principal 
effect  of  which  was  great  inflammation  of  the  mucOus 
membrane  of  the  larynx  and  trachea,  and  the  formatum  of 
a  fa)^  membrane  in  the  larynx  and  bronchia.*  -  Me,  Pprtec 
nemtkrl^s,  thait  in  hooping-cough  "  there  is  good  reason 
to  believe"  that  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  larynx  is, 
more  or  less  inflamed,  "  and  yet  rarely  an  adventitious  ruemr 
brane  is  formed."  As  fax  as  we  can  judge  from  our  own 
experience,  there  ia  always  in  hooping-cough  more  or  less 
innanunation  of  the  larynx,  and  we  do  not  apprehend  that  a 
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false  memb^ne  is  evter  formed  in  tHi^  clfe^ase. '  tn  ail'  Fnau- 
gural  Dissertatioa  published  by  a  German  physiciaa  of  jthe 
name  of  Schmidt,  there  are  some  experiments  to  prove  that 
artificial  inflammation,  excited  in  the  windpipe  of  animals, 
only  produces  the  odverHiiious  membrime  inihos^  z^hickuro 
very  youngs  tn  eroup^  the  lymph,  i^  soo^etixiueft  eKpi^lled  by 
coughing,,  and  a  few  oa9e»  (have  thus.  ter«Uii%led  fa^oixBabfy> 
when  such  a  result  waft  the  leasi  to  beexpectfid*  ^*  Bn^  om  Him 
other  haodi  thia  looee  and*  floating  ttubstahod  kte  beoax  tliro^ 
by  the  violence  of  the  cough  against  thennsa  gtottidisv  1$e(rt>me 
entangled  there,  and  caused  the  death  of  the  patient  ^by  fn^ 
stantaneouB  suffi>cation,  at  a  period  of  the  dise^i^ie  and'  uhdc!^ 
eircumstatices  otherwise  promising  a  speedy  recovery*  *      '' 

In  a  public  discussion  some  months  ago  upon  this  subject j 
in  which  we  took  a  part,  this  fact  was  denied  by  several  jprac-: 
titioners,  who  refused  to  admit  that  death  was  ever  ^ua 
caused  in  cases  of  croup.  We  have,  however,  no  besitation 
in  agreeing  with  the  opinion  ef  Mr.  Porter.  And  the  iHCt  is 
not  unimportant,  inasmuch  as  it  would  lead  us  to  be  cjaMiil 
of  giving  a  decidedly  favourable  proniosis,  aithoii^K  ihe 
severity  of  the  disease  might  be  greatly  diminished;  '^, 

Another  conimon  occurrence,  alluded  to  as  connecti^'wlth 
inflammation  of  mucous  surfaces,  is  hemorrhage  wiiliout^ny 
apparent  abrasion  or  lesion  of  the  membrane. ,  We  have  seen 
three  or  four  cases  of  this  kind,  in  which  large  quanlitiea^  of 
blood  have  been  thrown  from  the  stomach  by  vomiting,  and 
also  passed  by  stool.  Upon  dissection,  the  whdie  itiucoiia'£fur- 
face  of  the  stomach  and  intestines  preseht^d  a  dark  and  pulpjr 
appearance,  but  no  lesion  or  abrasion  could  be  discdveted. 
The  patients,  to  whose  cases  we  refer,  were  all  miich  advanced 
in  life,  and  of  .debilitated  constitution.  It  appeared  ks  if  tih^ 
capillary  extremities  had  lost  their  power,  and  h^d  6onse- 
quently  permitted  a  large  flow  of  blood  to  take  place.      .      j 

We  have  always  been  of  opinion,  and  our  practice  has  bben 
modified  accordingly,  that — 

**  Id  connexion  with  the  subject  of  mucous  inflla^matioiiyr^pppm 
constitutds  too  prominent  a  symptom  to  be  passed,  over.ip  sii|eiioe« 
for;  although  it  is  sq  far  not  necessarily  connected  with  th^  m^am- 
matory  action  that  it  may  be/ and  often  is,  present  without  it,  ]fety 
on  the  other  hand,  H  so  certainly  manifests  itself  on  every  occa^on 
where  inflammation  ajSpears,  adding  considerably  to  the  patienVs 
sufferings,  and  very  frequently  causing  his  dissolution,  that  it  may 
well  be  considered  as  forming  an  important  symptom  in  afiectiobi 
of  this  nature.  Spasm,  however,  is  not  a  disease  either  of  ttAicous 
membrane  or  of  the  stiUtnucous  tissue;  for' naiAier  of  these  sttuo* 
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tnres^appef^i;  to  pQ8S,e9«  wHhiii  tlHsm9elfea  a.pover  oC  ooi^tractDity 
adequate  to  explain  the  pl^enomeaa  of  ilus  irregular  action ;  but 
of  ]the  liiudclei  situated  around  or  in  the  oeighboi;rhood  of  mu* 
cous  canals,  the  natural  and  healthy  uses  of  which  are  connected 
with'  the  functions  of  them.  In  proof  of  which  it  may  be  observed 
flNit^^sm  does  not  occur  in  the  membranous  mucous  ducts,  or 
inthat  part  of  the  urethra  anterior  to  the  bulb;  whilst  it  is  most 
frequent  hi  those  situatioDs' where  the  canals  are  subjected  to  the 
influsocB  <oP.  strong,  frequent,  and  irregular  actions  of  adjoining 
muselef,  as  ih  the  bulbous  portion  of  the  urethra  and  in  the  larynx. 
Wba^^er  can  excite  these  muscles  to  action  will  occasionally  be 
t^  cause  <tf  spasm.  Sometimes  it  appecurs  s|x>ntaiieously,  or  at 
least  its  occurrence  will  not  admit  of  explanation.  Sometimes  it 
would  seem  to  be  a  sympsithetjc  affection,  as  exemplified  in  the 
spasfpodic  eroupy  respiration  of  children,  whilst  under  the  irrita- 
tion of  teething  or  of  deranged  digestion;  and  sometimes, it  is  tha 
resultof  a  more  direct  stimulus  applied  either  to  the  mucous  mem* 
bhine  or  the  muscles  th^mselyes.^  (P.  24.) 

Whatever  may  be  the  exciting  cause  of  spasm,  its  effecta 
y^iih,  ref(3reDce  to  the  respiratory  organs  are  dreadful;  in 
t]>e  ohild,  particularly  in  the  infant,  they  are  sometimes 
suddenly  a|xd  unexpectedly  fatal*  Even  in  the  adult  state, 
I^r,Porter  is  aware  of  a  oase  in  which  death  coal$l  be  ac- 
cownjbed  for  in  no  other  manner.  It  need  scarcely  be  added, 
tti^e;^,  ths^t  in  such  ,cases  we  should  employ  antispasmodics  in 
conjunction  with  our  anti-inflanunatory  remedies. 

Having  g^ven  a  slight  sketch  of  the  principal  pathological 
iacts  connected  with  the  inflammation  of  mucous  membranes, 
Mr.  Porter  proceeds  to  the  discussion  of  his  more  immediate 
sntjeqt,  which  could  not  advantageously  have  been  under- 
t^en  without  the§e  introductory  remarks;  "for,  however  the 
Feapiratory  tube  may  be  affected,  or  in  whatever  structure  the 
dis^eas^  may  have  been  originally  situated,  still  the  affection  of 
the  membrane  that  lines  it  will  exercise  such  a  decidedly  mo- 
difying influence  on  its  symptoms  that  they  can  neitiier  be 
understood  nor  explained  without  some  previous  acquaint^- 
ance  with  the  pathology  of  mucous  tissues.^' 

Besides  the  numerous  accidents  to  which  the  respiratory 
tube  is  exposed  by  its  situation  and  peculiar  functions,  it  is 
alsoliable  to  many  idiopathic  diseases,  which,. varying  in^some 
respects,  will  still  resemble  each  other  in  ^11  the  symptoms 
occasioned  by  simple -interruption  or  derangem^t  of  respica* 
tion*  Mr.  Porter  does  not  enter  into  the  consideration  «f 
many  of  these  diseacrea.  He  oonfiaes  himself  to .  the  surgical 
department  of  the  subject ;  '^  to  tlKwe  accidents  and  diseases 
for  the  relief  of  wikich  the  operation  <^'bronohotomy  hasb^tt 
either  practised  or  proposed/' 


Faning  within  this  degftftptidn;  «<^e;oird{tig  W'^ttr/h^t^&fl^Vire 
^  idiopatnic  afFections  of  t;he  Ittrynk  aiid  tl^idH^aV'fetfcite^  id- 
flammation  of  the  mucous' tnembraheocc?umAglh.'fHfcf  feHlIii, 
CQQstitating  croup  or  cynanche  trachealis :— sjia^inbdic 'c^b™ 
without  the.  existence  of  inflaniiaciatiQnj^ih/lammation  6Ftte 
submucous,  tissue  of  tb^  I^irynx  jo,  tbe^dvutj^  or  acute  cynancl^e 
Jarynges,;— thickeiwg  of  tte  mucous,  membrape,  pif.  <;bi'^mc 
oyfianche  •  laryi^ea ; — alteifttloQ.  of  sifuctui;e  ia^ the,  laryp^ef|l 
cartilages,  or  phtbim  laryngea;r't-^Io^ghing.a];ld, dentil p^^ 
cartilages  ;*-^-aiid  the  presaum  exercis^  ^bv.  ab^^i  qr^t^l^ii^ 
iftthe  noighboarbood  of  die  wiadpipe»<ODSlvui^in^.  th^itpsd- 
fiage  of  theair/' (P.  27.)  -:.  .      ;-,!>') 

We  believe  that  cases  >  of  **  spasmodic  crottpi  without  the 
existence  of  inflammation*'  are  sometimes  fetal: to  infisirtlr; 
but  we  apprehend  that  in  such  instances  theattaek  is  gefi^- 
rally  so  very  sudden,  so  entirely  ttneXpefcted,  «nd  «oJ^(i^AH*y 
destructive,  that  the  operation  of  bronchotcbiy  cati  taififiy;^if 
ever,  be  performed  in  time  to  save  the  patient.  ,'    ''i 

The  author  gives  a  very  correct  practical  view  of  the  hktufe 
and  treatment  of  croup ;  and,  witn  respe(5t  to  b^'orichotomy, 
he  observes  that  there  must  be  great  dimculty  in  jdistitigi^^- 
ing  the  cases  in  which  the  operation  is  lijk^ly  jtq  b^!  ^t^4^ 
with  success;  for  very  frequently  theinflammat;iQii^'Co^i^j;^f;!^ 
in  the  bronchial  cells,  and  proceeds  upwards  in  the  wVKlf^p^- 

"  This  is  an  affection  in  which  an .  operation  co\ild  not;  pQf^m^  . 
be  of  service,  and  there  is  no  mode  of  distinguishii^  ac^W|atei|f-fU( 
to  what  has  been  the  original  seat  of  the  disease.  This  oa^^qop- 
sideration  must  involve  every  case  in  obscurity,  and  render  the 
success  of  an  operation  a  matter  more  dependent  on  chance  *than 
on  judgment.'*  (P.  48.) 

At  the  latter  stages  of  croup,  it  would  be  absur^  tp  think 
that  an  operation  could  possibly  prove  beneficial^ — , .     -r .  ,,, 

**  Unless  it  could  be  supposed  that  a  wound  of  tbejvjp^Ryi^ 
could  remove  cerebral  congestion;  and  therefore,  whenevei^^^pp- 
vulsions  have  occurred^  or  that  the  patient  appears  comat^^^^.pr 
sinking,  let  no  man  undertake  it  as  a  last  resource;  fpr  it  ia  i^ifj^- 
source  that  will  avail  him  little,  and,  after  his  patient'sf  d^i^^]  Jie 
may  esteem  himself  fortunate  if  a  great  part  of  the  blano^  ip^.ffi^^ 
laid  to  the  account  of  himself  and  his  knife.  .:.Mr>.(.  > 

'*  It  will  be  necessary  to  draw  a  distinction  betwe^Q  the  M^^' 
gles  a  patient  may  make  to  fi:ee  himself  from  some  obstruQtioA  in 
the  windpipe  and  the  convulsions  just  alluded  to;  forjpi.bpth 
cases  the  patient's  countenance  will  become  dark  and  pyurple,  his 
eye  suffused  and  staring,  and  his  respiration  heaving  'dpd  la- 
boured ;  and  both  these  affectipns  obcur  at  a  late  perroA  tit  the 
disease.  If  die  inflammation  is  about  to  subside,  and  totermmate 
in  an  extensive  effusion  of  mucus,  the  patient's  struggles  10^  relteve 
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^J9a,^f,  §ui{|^;t^,r^5y?K^J^ryft"^f»»f  >4J»st  be.noi  only  distressing 

BBti^'W^Sfl'x^AnWy  rPt^  ^^J*.  I»  this  ^a#e  an  pperatfei^, 

^lyjCHcJi.  yriU  afford  a  ckar  ^CM^a  ^asy  passage  For  the  flaid,  wiit  pro- 

bflibly  te  followed  bjr  flie  nappiest  coriftfequenbes ;  or  if  tlier^  tfas 

reason  to  befieve  thiat,  cm  the  total  subsidence  of 't*he  ihliammati6n, 

■flie  'ihembr^^ous  Wniph'  ^xijited'  in  tbe'  trachea  purely'  i«  the  c6hdi- 

'tfoVi'Bf  a'forWgA*bbdy;  ^ x)tyfenlng  whteh  WA^ltd  mMt  tAeaokn  ftfr 

W^ii^iixtM^ytt  tt^lht'i^si'Wf  jtidfciOns:    Btit  k  iJ unfortiuifte 

^ffrb^  w^yb^tnft  exist,  by  wbich' «  pfafCtttfi6tt«f  c&n'  positirely 

i^MMiil^  t!H&  pt6pTkfiy  ^'  t^*  «peMUicn :  tMre  <  aT»  ki*  lN><!k  *  tfbf»e 

imfmit  diMM»!lh«  tom«'<v(^9l^'-^^he  sanie  cMScidt  fespira^ifiHiy^ 

the  iflOM  ftraggkes  to  inflate  tb^  l^ong^^  aad  to  fr^e  tbe  ail*  passage 

oteiiPfltoiiiiq^&Qi«Bl$tlM>ar»  wittiia  them.    To  tbeise  sources  of 

;  iWh' nHvi  aigy^  b^  addM»  ,thBt  ao^r  obstmctioa  to  the  air  cannot 

~9A4^r^}oil9fwitho«tl  tbe  ItUBgi  bccotsainf  loaded  and  oppressed^ 

T^i^  ^rf^f^  i^  the  operation  is  not  performed  almost  at  the  exact 

i  inijiut^  jb^weeiji  the  subsidence  of  the  inflammation  and  the  com- 

ni^cenielit  of  the  efiPusion^  it  will  scarcely  be  successful.     Thus 

.  ^it;,ba]pp^n^  that,  m  the  great  majority  of  cases,  when  bronchototny 

feas  been*  performed^  the  patient  finds  himself  wonderfully  relieved ; 

^f^at' quantities  of  niucu^  dre  expelled  by  the  wound;  respiration 

^  is*  ttte^'  and  A  surbrisirig  degree  of  tranquillity  seems  to  be  sud- 

*'dMliy'6bt^Ttied.    But  the  caltn  h  only  deceitful.    In  the  course 

''  6t  two  6t  three  days  the  patient  begins  to  sink.     He  is  uitable  to 

'€|[pe*toifete'  the  mueus,  wirioh  now  accumulates  in  greater  abtm- 

^dtttM^lbitti  Utitotts    M»  betiomes  bevvy  and  lasgaid;  is  with  diffi- 

'  ^t^i«Mr^eid'lh>tt)  Chi«  sikte  oif  slofXir,  and  geimrally  within  fMr 

'^r'B¥^6iif8  after tbeoperatioirhd  diesr comatsose."  (P.  50.> 

!tli'e  a\ithor  does  not,  however,  assert  positively  tliat  thete 

are  no  cases  of  croup  that  might  not  be  benefited  by  the  6pe- 

t&tion :  but  he  asks, 

"* '    ^  What  is  the  most  favourable  time  for  adopting  it  ?  and  what 

are  the  syYirptbms  which  wiU  regulate  the  surgeon's  practice?  CJan 

•  4lrijf>itiari^  exactly  draw  a  Ktite  of  distiACtion  between  the  varieties  of 

"  dr6dp'{  fiind  say  that  the  inffamtnation  in  one  case  hadcomm^iead 

itf^th*  1Jifroiit5ttial  Cells,  and  in  another  at  the  larynx  ;»«that  in  one 

Ji#t&tnce  the  a<dventitioijks  membrane  had  been  formed,  and  in  an- 
ehe^lt'had  not?  Can  he  distinguish  between  chronic  bronchitis 
afnd' morbid  thidtening  of  the  laryngeal  membrane?  And,  if  he 
cannot,  is  not  his  operation  altogether  empirical, — just  as  likely  lo 
i^Oirk  Otit  evil  as  good,— undertaken  without  principle  where  it  may 
do  mjtiry,  and  perhaps  abandoned  ^here  it  might  have  proved 
'birtieliciaf?- (P.63.) 

\  iflHi;.  iPorter  contends,  that  if  it  were  possible  to  place  a  list 
pfthcuse  cases  in  which  bronchotomy  had  not  proved  service- 
.^^l^y.,!^  J^^TW^  against  tho^Q,  wherein  it  hfid  seemet^  to  be  ugrc- 
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ful,  it  would  scarcely  be  necessary  to  adt^nce  &ny  f&fther 
argument  in  proof  of  its  unoertaitity ;  and  medi^^al  naen  ^OiiM" 
seek  rather  to  improve  their  internal  tr^tment,  thantmst  t6 
an  operation  from  which  experience  holds  out  s\ich  sTetadtfr 
hopes  of  benefit.  ' 

Several  cases  are  given  to  illustrate  the  pathological  Vari^* 
ties  generally  to  be  met  with  in  the  examination  of  croupy 
subjects.  In  two,  the  operation  of  bronchotomy  i/^as  per-* 
formed :  they  terminated  fi^tally. . 

.  In  our  opinion,  Mr,  Porter  has  not  taken,  too  unfavpurable 
a  view  of  the  operation,  of  bronchotomy  in  cases  of  cnwfk;' 
That  it  may  afford  temporary  relief  in.fiomd.  caAes;*we<oatt 
easily  believe;  nor  do  we  doubt  that  a  few  sare  instemces 
have  occurred  in  which  it  has  saved  the  patient;  -<  But  is^ 
the  insurmountable  difficulty  of  distin^ishing  the  parik^tilar 
case,  or  stage  of  the  complaint;  in  which  it  can  be  presumed 
to  present  a  rational  chance  of  success,  must,  we  apprehend,. 

frohibit  the  surgeon  from  frequently  having  recourse  to  if . 
t  has  also  been  fairly  urged  by  M.  Boyer,  M.  Pelletan, 
Dr.  Cheyne,  and  other  authorities,  that,  as  the  exudation 
extends  through  the  ramifications  of  the  trachea,  aiid  pro- 
bably even  through  the  lungs,  there  is  but  little  hope  of  l^- 
pefit,  from  the  operation. 

.  Laryngitis  aedtmatosa, — Mr.  Porter  very  truly  rema^k^,. 
that  it  is  ^o  inconsiderable  proof  of  the  defective  stat^  :of 
pathological  knowledge  in  general,  that,  a  disQa^e  so  very 
fatal  as  this,  and  certainly  not  so  unfrequent  as  to  justify  i^ 
norance  on  the  subject,  should  have  been,  so  recently  as  tne 
year  1808,  viewed  with  all  the  interest  of  a  new  discoveiy. 
It  is  probable  that  before  this  period  the  disease  was  mistaken 
for  croup. 

'*  The  seat  of  this  affection  is  more  in  the  cellular  tissue,  can- 
necting  the  mucous  membrane  to  the  ^djaceot  parts^  th.ai^^in  the 
iqembrane  itself,  although  this  latter  structure  is  very  freqi^esti^ 
found  to  have,  been  inflamed.  This  tissue  is  reticular,  aa^iU^^ 
effect  of  inflammation  upon  it  is  to  cause  an  effusion  of  fiercmsi 
fiijid;  ^within  ibe  cells,  and  thus  tQ  create,  by.  appro;simatiDg  ^he 
sides  oCth^  rima  glottidis,  a  directly  mechanical  obstruction  tOrthje 
passage  of  the  air  to  the  lungs.  It  is  evident  now  that  the  danger 
of  such  an  affection  must  be  proportioned  to  the  quantity  of  effu* 
sion  that  takes  place,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  it  is  fp,rmed,  so 
that  a  patient  may  be  quickly  suffocated  by  the  complete  closure 
of  the  rima,  or  he  may  be  left  to  struggle  during  three  or  four  days 
ifith  partially  obstructed  respiration,  and  finally  perish  of  conges- 
tion in  the  lungs  and  brain.  When  inflammation  of  theinueous 
fAembrane  has  accompanied  this  affection,  I  cannot  find  any  sa- 
tisfactory examples  of  its  having  extended  beyond,  the  larynx,  and 
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mto  <tk€  trachea  t  on*  the  caotrary^ .  the  chiei^  intensity  of  disease 
has  been  in  the  epiglottis,  which  is  found  red,  erect,  thiokened* 
aiiid'  swollen,  and  during  life  has  been  seen  to  resemble  a  piece  of 
raw  meat."  (P.  93.)  r 

Tys  disease  is  occasionally  very  insidious  in  its  approach, 
Mr.  Porter  has  known  two  instances  "  of  young  men  who 
had  retired  to  bed  at  nightv  without  ^complaining,  and  were 
found  dead  from  this  affection  the  next  morning.  We  must 
refer  to  the  volume  itself  for  the  symptomatology  of  this  dis- 
ease. Although  by  proper,  treatment  we  may  check  the  in- 
flammatory action,  we  shall  aot  be  able  to  remove  the  fluid 
efiused  in  this  disease. 

\*'  The  only  manner,  then,  in  which  we  can  reasonably  promise 
^f(^y.  to  our  patient,  is  t(>  procure  for  him  some  mode  by  which 
re^iration  can  be  carried  on,  other  than  the  larynx  which  is  no 
l^qger  comp/etent  to  the  performance  of  its  functions,  and  thus 
afford  time. either  for  the  spontaneous  subsidence  of  the  disease, 
or  its  .removal  by  medical  treatment.    , 

**  Besides  the  uncertainty  that  must  prevail  as  to  the  precise 
ilature- of  the  morbid  action  that  is  going  forward  in  acute  laryn* 
gitis,  and  the  consequent  hazard  a  practitioner  will  run  of  losing 
Kis  patient  whilst  he  is  attempting  a  treatment  that  may  be  unsuc- 
cessful, there  are  many  reasons  why  he  should,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, decide  at  once  on  performing  bronchotomy.  Thus,  it 
aHows  'the  organ  in  whidi  the  diseased  action  is  situated  to  remain 
ih  a  perfect  state  of  repose.  It  takes  the  place  of  treatment  which, 
besides  being  injurions  ftom  the  loss  of  time,  is  often  in  itself  po- 
sitively detrimental.  Ooasidered  as  a  wound,  it  adds  nothing  to 
tbe^patient's  danger;  and  as  the  relief  it  affords  is,  at  least  for 
some  time,  complete,  it  imparts  confidence  to  the  surgeon,  and  al- 
lows him  more  leisure  to  examine  the  symptoms,  and  adapt  his 
remedies  accordingly."  (P.  100.) 

It  must  not  be  forgotten,  that  if  effusion  into  the  submu- 
dtyus  tisstie  has  taken  place,  every  moment  suffered  to  elapse 
before  an  artificial  opening  is  established,  must  be  pregnant 
vHth  tfanger.  **"  If,  indeed,  the  operation  be  not  early  per- 
fbrmed,  it  had  much  better  be  let  alone  altogether/' 
[Chronic  Cj/niindhe  Laryng^a.-^VMer  this  name  may  be 
included  all  those  affections  of  the  larynx  which  materially 
interfere  with  respiration,  but  which  commence  so  insidiously, 
and  proceed  so  slowly,  ^s  often  to  produce  an  incurable  dis- 
ease before  the  patient's  attention  is  aroused  to  the  perilous 
nature  of  his  condition.  "  Very  generally  the  result  of  these 
chronic  affections  is  a  morbid  alteration  of  structure  that  can 
never  be  removed ;  but  it  is  also  to  be  recollected  that  the 
symptoms  will  not  be  sufficient  to  mark  a  distinction  between 
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portunities  or  veirifyin^  the  foUowimg  reiafark  of  our  atttlMv  t 

■  **  There  i»  an  e^ce€«iiDgly  ovkWHS  circ^m^aiK^  eoxueeted  with 
Jaryngeal  pathology,  which  is,  thfit  all  t^e  aymptoias  of  j^Si&iM 
respiration  may  exist,  and  even  prorje  fatal,  whilst  the  internal 
structural  derangement  is  either  pot  obaervable,  or  $o  trifQing  ,9# 
sear^ly  to  account  for  the  sererity  of  the  afifection.  The  cello^r 
substance  external  to  the  larynx  and  trachea  is  sometimef  the  seat 
of  Inflammation  and  suppqration ;  a^d  I  am  in  possession  of  a  eas^, 
iil'Whic^  no  diseased  appearances  were  found  after  death,  except 
poriitent  matter  surrounding  the  e^temai  surface  of  die  entire 
windpipe.  A  nearly  similar  case  is  mentioned  in  the  eleventh  vol* 
oj[;tt^  £4ipburgh  Journal,  excepting  that  in  tiiis  latter  there  vrasa 
Is^yngeal  disease  also,  b|nt  scarcely  sufficient  to  account  for  th§ 
unfortunate  result.  It  is  not  easy  to  explain  how  sux^  ^xj^ernal 
anection  can  produce  internal  functional  disease,  unless,  periiaps, 
by  attributing  it  to  the  effects  of  spasm ;  but  the  fact  is  exceed- 
ingly interesting,  as  it  shows  the  difficulties  that  surround  these 
forms  of  morbid  action,  and  how  very  attentively  they  must  l?e 
studied  in  order  to  form  a  rational  conception  of  the  nature  of  eaql) 
individual  case.^  (P.  116.) 

:  In  chronic  cynanche  laryogca,  Afr,  Porter  is  of  opioipi} 
that  the  operation  of  t^ronchotomy  l^Bl  usually  be  soiscietssfal 
if  not  too  long  delayed.  He  has  once  himself  perfonoed  it 
with  success.  In  laryngeal  diseases,  mereufy  is  gesi^MraUy 
found  very  serviceable.  If  the  symptoms  are  seviere,  the 
author  has  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  calomel  in  ten.- grain 
doses  four  times  a-day.  "  As  soon  as  the  specific  efibcts  of 
the  medicine  become  developed,  the  disease  begins  to  decline, 
and  it  seldom  requires  more  than  a  v\reek  or  ten  days  to  render 
the  cure  complete/' 

•  Some  interesting  observs^tions  ar6  madd  upon  4b/9  wbjiwl^ 
o(  Phthisis  Lari/ngea. 

.  Foreign  bodhs  in  the  Lforynx  mti  Trflchea^Tm^^am  tblP 
accident  the  utoaost  distress,  and  genemUv  tb^  rapid  ^tmQr 
tioaof  tlue  patient,  follow,  if  the  tQiteigo  body  cannfit  b^  exh 
peUed  by  the  eiforts  of  nature,  or  suigical  asaistanco  .\$^  fmt> 
pfomptiy  afforded, 

•^^  When  the  accident  has  Qccprred  to  an  ada|t»  and  b^  is  i)iY## 
of  its  nature,  the  surgeon  h^s  onif  to  $et  about  afibrdip^  him  1^4 
necessary  relief  r  but  it'does  not  always  happen  ti)S|t  perspps,  ev^ 
of  advanced  age,  can  tell  distinctly  what  it  is  that  oc|:^^ioi;^  t^ 
unpleasant  symptoms  w^tb  which  tney  find  themselves  ^ttapkec)  st^ 
suddenly.  In  times  of  hurry,  terrov,  or  confusion,  or  under  an^ 
ciriurbstance  that  will  indude  a  man  to  make  a  hasty  or  a  violent 
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glide  imperceptibly  into  tLe  iarynx^  aud  the  'first  not&ce  4of  the  fue^ 
cidfiDt  be  'tb/e  torribfe  i^ngb'  it  bocHiiioot,  Maoy  poKSont  af«  «o 
addieled'  to  tbosiliy  irkkoC.^i«^tiiig;e«[trftQ0o«iL8  «ubaUMioea.iail« 
th^  mottth^y  j^d  r«tiu«i»g  thfi«i  tber«,  t.b«t  ^ey  ^re  jibMiiHtely 
iu9|8oa(M{ioti9t  of  their  pce«e|ipf  »< ftDd/di/9  jnUebief  aaay  9m  HMNtftin^y 
oecmr^  ^l^^t  even  an  adalt  may  be  uof^k'to  afbrdiMiy  natiafaelpcy 
rA9#o<i9  {pv  itbe  Sryy9|40i»9  updojr  wbjijsb.  b^  jb»boia$^.  B)U  it  i#  rarely 
^^MX9i?»l^  tbis  .^l2(($fi  of  p^ra<>A^  ^ii^t  /orsi^p  bodi^«  sm  ^irmUB^o^ 

ini(<p.th«  windpipe,  but  rather  amopget  chjidren^  mio^  of  wboqi  are 
uD^b^  tp  explain  its  nature  or  its  c^use^  even  if  th^j  w^er^  awai'e  of 
ityt.a^  wbo  moreover  are  so  liable  to. be  infiu^qced  by  suddeyti 
fr^t»  and  l^e  dr^^d  of  surgical  i^erference,  that  they 'would  be 
diipoi^d.  to  CQQceal  it,  if  it  was  possible*''  (P«  178.) 

^  Within  tb^  last  y^ar,  tjvo  c^se8  liaye  come  to  th^  author'9 
Vtvbwjedg*^,  in  both  of  whiph,  bronchotomy  was  perfgnoed 
With  success.  The  following  case  shows  tha  upcertainty  with 
wQicb  sucji  accident^  are  sometimes  attended : 

*^  In  the  month  of  July,  1822, 1  was  requested  to  examine  flx« 
body  of  a  child  that  had  died  under  circumstauces  which  threw 
considerable  doubt  on  the  nature  of  the  case.  On  the  evening  of 
the  day  but  one  preceding  her  death,  she  had  been  playing  in  the 
Street,  vhei;i  the  3baft  pf  a  gig  pr  J^untixigrpar,  ii)  pretty  r^pid  m0^ 
tiffOy  i«iuc)i:  hef ,  and  the  by..stand#r8  dedared  thai  Ib^  wbe^l  bad 
plusied  over  her  breast.  She  was  taken  up,  f^d  in  a  few  nmutes 
^O'far  xeffov^ri^d  us  to  b^  ^|e  to  w$dk  hpme  without  assist^no^; 
but'ffom  the  instant  the  accident  occurred  her  breathin;^  becamp 
croppy.  She  was,  at  irregular  intervals,  teased  with  ap  exceed- 
ingly, distressing  cough,  and  sqfiejred  greatly  froin  iocesstsmt  rest* 
lessnes^,  not  b^ii^g  ^ble  to  remain  for  any  time,  however  shprt,  in 
onfi  position*  This  state  continued  until  five  o'clock  iw  t^e  «|ora- 
ing  pf  the  thifd  day,  (about  thirty-.eight  hours,)  wbi^  having  arisen 
for  a  moment)  to  allow  her  father,  who  had  been  up  ail  night,  room 
to  lie  down  in  the  bed,  she  was  teiKed  with  a  parpxysm  of  convtfl^ 
siire  c6iigh,  flung  her'  head  in  ftgony  pa  the  pillow,  »»d  wfW  dfi^d 
in  an  instanj^* 

'  »*  Oft  <5XftteifiiBg  \b^  bodyi  the  tborfi^  w^s  the  6rBtpqirt  tP  ^XlT&Qt 
attpntlo0,  ftam  the  cirpumstanee  pf  its  having  been  said  that  th^ 
wbfij^i  of  a  ^ar  h^  gon^  over  it :  however,  pn  minute  in9pection^ 
p|4ailingb  tniJde  eithjer  of  injury  ordise^^  oould  b^  disgovfr^,. 
Tb^  yi^cer^  pf  the  abdomen  wer^  also  healthy,  and  altogether  l 
h^i  nev^r  ^igamiQcd  9,  s!il:^ect  f  o  entirely  free  from  every  morbid 
^ppeardi&ce*  The  tra^ea  was  next  to  be  inspected*;  and  ip  it,  or 
rather  in  the  larynx,  was  fiound  part  of  an  £^1mond-shel!,  its  rough 
and'hroken  edge  entangled  in  ^he^  risDft  glottidis,  and  plae^  ift 
such  a  manner  -that  it  effectuaMy  eloaed  up  the  aperture -fpr  the 
traAsmiasion  of  air,  Th«  nature  of  the  cdste  wa»  now  niade.evir> 
dentr    The  child  had  the  fragment  of  sheJl  iia  heir  moii&h  at  th^ 
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time  sheniras  struck,^  and,  either  from  the  fright  or  the  shock,  had 
uaconsciously  swallowed  ft,  and  it  passed  inPto  the  trachea.  It  was 
rough  and  irregular  on  its  surface  and  edges,  and  its  presence 
must  have  occasioned  great  irritation.  There  were  frequent  pa- 
roxysms of  coughing ;  and  in  one  of  these  the  edge  of  the  shell 
was  thrown  into  the  rima,  choked  it  up,  and  the  child  died  from 
direct  suffocation."  (P.  181.) 

In  this  case,  the  existence  of  a  foreign  body  in  tbe  larynx 
and  trachea  had  never  been  suspected,  nor  did  the  symptoms 
warrant  such  a  supposition. 

The  whole  chapter  upon  the  subject  of  foreign '  bodies  in 
file  larynx  and  trachea,  and  the  section  upon  wounds. of  the 
same  parts,  demand  especial  attention.  They  are  cases  in 
^hich  the  utmost  decision  is  required.  The  loss  of  a  little, 
time  will  frequently  be  the  loss  of  life  to  the  p&tient. 

The  space  we  D&ve  devoted  to  Mr.  Porter's  voliuae  is  a 
sufficient  proof  that  we  think  very  favourably  of  its  merit. 
Every  practitioner  must  be  interested  in  acquiring  the  best 
information  upon  the  important  Subjects  he  has  discussed, 
and  the  work  will  no  douot  meet  with  very  general  attention. 

Mtdico»'Chimrgical  TransactionSy  published  by  the  Medical  ^nd 
'Ckirurgical  Society  of  London.  Vol.  XIII. — Svo.'ppi  580;  with 
Plates.     Longman  and  Co.  London,  1827. 

We  liave  just  received  a  copy  of  the  above  volume,  arid  have 
barely,  time  to  introduce  it  to  our  readers.  It  contains  seve- 
ral good  papers,  and  some  of  indifferent  merit ;  but  it  is 
chiefly  interesting  as  a  proof  of  the  renewed  interest  which. 
the  profession  takes  in  the  Society,  which  had  begun,  it  must 
be  acknowledged,  to  fall  into  alarming  decay.  The  plan 
which  we  pnrpose  to  adopt  on  this  occasion  is  similar  to  l^at 
which  we  nave  previously  followed  with  regard  to  the  Dublin 
Hospital  Reports :  we  shall  not  tlttempt  to  analyse  the  con- 
tents of  a  volume  embracing  such  multifarious  subjects,  but 
shall  embody  in  our  Collectanea  extracts  from  the  most 
interesting  papers,  ^ome  of  these  will  be  found  in  the  pre* 
sent  Number,  and  others  will  be  given  hereafter.  As  a  general 
character,  we  would  say  that  the  volume  is  inferior  to  some  of 
the  early  ones,  but  better  than  many  of  the  more  recent :  the 
plates  are  particularly  good.  In  another  part  of  the  present 
Number,  we  have  alluded  more  particularly  to  the  improved 
proflp^ota  of  the  Society,  and  to  thehope  afforded  of  a  volume 
of  Tmnsaciions  being  published  at  regular  periods* 
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*   '    '  '    PlbriterlA  nt  apes  Id' saltlbtiB  oibnta  Hbatit, 


ANATOMY. 
$;rrttcf«r«  ^leAtf  Nmitf^^MM.  Brbschbt  •nd  RxsPAn  have  examltied  <fae 
opioioo  of  M.  BdonoSy  who  asserted  that  the  nerves  were  of  a  tobolar  strtic* 
ture ;  and  they  have  come  to  the  conclnsion,  that  the  latter  anatomist  had 
been  led  into  error  hy  the  facility  with  which  injections  pehetrate  the  sab- 
stance  of  nerves.    (Bulletin  Unher, ) 

Abscess  of  the  Liver  Iwstinginio  the  Pmcardltim.— The  following  interesting 
case  of  pathological  anatomy  occurred  last  winter,  iti  tbe  dissecting-room  of 
Jefferson  College.  The  subject  was  a  black  female;  of  about  thirty-five  years. 
On  opening  the  abdomen,  there  was  discovered  a  prodigious  abscess  of  the 
liver*  occupying  nearly  the  whole  volume  of  that  organ,  and  filled  with  an 
offensive  pus,  deeply  coloured  with  bile  and  the  dissolved  substance  of  the 
organ^  shreds  of  which  were  floating  in  the  fluid.  The  colon  was  firmly  adhe- 
rent to  the  inferior  surface  of  the  liveri  and  ulceration  was  rapidly  eroding  the 
septum  thus  formed  between  the  cavity  of  the  colon  and  that  of  the  abscess. 
But  what  was  most  remarkable,  and  I  believe  nnique,  (though  perhaps  I 
mistake^  the  liver  had  Ibrmed  a  aimilar  adhesion  to  the  diaphragm  on  tfa'e 
left^  beneath  the  heart.  Throagh  this  adhesion  an  opening  had  been  made 
into  the  cavity  of  the  pericardium,  and  this  cavity  was  filled  with  at  least  two 
pints  of  the  same  dark  sanies  which  occupied  the  liver.  The  fluid  must  have 
occupied  the  pericardium  for  a  considerable  time,  since  that  membrane  vvas 
di&tended  much  beyond  its  natural  capacity ;  and  since,  also,  the  surface  Of 
the  heart  was  thickly  studded  with  short  tooth-like  processes  of  concrete  al- 
buminous exudation,  giving  it  an^pearance  which  Laennec  has  compared  to 
that  produced  **  by  the  sudden  separation  of  two  pieces  of  slab  joined  by  a 
pretty  thick  layer  of  butter." 

Abscesses  of  tlie  pericardium,  even  containing  a  much  greater  quantity  of 
n^atter,  are  not  very  uncommon,  but  it  is  very  rare  that  nature,  as  in  tliis 
insiaiicCi  foils  her  own  recuperative  efforts  by  conveying,  from  auother  part, 
the  contents  of  an  abscess  into  this  cavity,  where  it  must  necessarily  prove 
fatal. 

The  previous  history  of  this  case  could  not  be  obtained.  (Philadelphia 
Monthly  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,)  ' 


PHYSIOLOGY. 

On  the  Origin  cf  the  Power  of  suspending  RespiratiiM,  possessed  bf  Aquatic 
Mammalia  and  Bitds,  By  LawAencb  EdMonstom^  Esq.  [From  the  PhUtih 
sn^hical  Magazine.']  ' 

To  determine  th&  nature  ahid  conditions  of  that  p«wer  wUteh- certain  apMiaa 
of  aquatic  animsils  possess  of  saspeoding  reapiration  for  a  coMiilerable  time, 
has  long  been  ah  interesting  object  of  physiological  investigation^. but  tlie 
most  accurate  observations  and  ingenious  experiments  seem  hitherto  to  have 
failed  in  removing  the  obscurity  in  which  this  singular  phenomenon  is  involved. 
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Cwi  this  haTe  aruen  from  the  erronepos  direction  in  which  research  has  been 
conducted ;  or  can  it  resaU  from  -t&c  ibsarMooniaftTe  difficnlty  of  the  snbject? 
Has  the  obTioos  suggestion  been  sufficiently  attended  to,  that  this  anomaly  of 
respiration  may  constitute  one  of  those  ultimate  facts  in  tlie  lisws  of  vitaKty 
which,  in  its  nature,  may  be  iadepnsadent  of  pecuHarity  of  organisation  ? 

We  observe  certain  diviog  animals^  that  breathe  through  lungs,  as  whales, 
sealsy  and  water-birds,  remain  long  noder  water  at  one  time,  and  not  merely 
U^  a  state  of  quiesoence,  but  often  expending  great  muscular  exertion.  We 
know  that  a  much  shorter  period  than  this,  without  respiring,  mu3t  he  neces- 
sarily and  immediately  fatal  to  land  animals  similarly  formed  ^  and  we  aTe 
then  too  hastily  disposed  to  infer^  tliat  this  singular  faculty  which  aquatic 
animals  possess  muAt  depend  on  some  undetected  peculiarity  of  structure. 
The  problem  was  supposed  to  have  advanced  towards  solution,  wfien  it  was 
asserted  that,  in  aquatic  animals,  the  foramen  ovale  remained  open,  and  that 
in  them  there  was  sometliing  analogous  to  foetal  circulation. 

But,  in  the  first  place,  it  is  unproved' that  in  them  tb'e  foramen  ov^lc  is  of« 
tener  open  than  in  land  anfanals;  andj  in  tHe  numerous  individuals*  of*  tlie  two 
species  of  seal  (tlkoca  btirbida  and  P^,  vUulina,)  Which  t  liave  dissected*,  t 
have  never  fonndMt'  open.  But  in  foetuses.  But,  secondly,  thou^  this  were 
t6e  fact,  it  afiords  no  solution  of  the  question,— of  the  faculty  whicli  these  ani- 
lyials  possess  of  supporting  life,  not  mere^  like  the  foetus,  vrith  t^e  external 
senses  donnaat,  and  supplied  with  oxygenated  blood  throo^ti  the  medimn*  of 
tlie  mother,  but  in  all  the  play  and  vigour  of  their  ^iculties,  without  the  action 
of  the  longs  or  t&e  access  of  oxygen,  llie  foramen  ovale  remaining  open  may 
cause  less  blood  to  circulate  through  tlie  lungs,  and  more  to  be  thrown  on 
other  organs  ;  but  the  fact  by  no  means  accounts  for  the  animals  being  abl'e  to 
sustain  Tigorous  and  perfect  life,  while  venous  blood  must  be  circulatfng 
tfaroagh  tlie  brain,  and  the  vital  function  of  respiration  totally  interrupted.  If 
it  be  conceded  that  provisions  may  be  fonnd,  in  the  increased  siie  of  t1&e~^liver, 
•pleen,or  veins  of  t^e  abdominal  viscera,  for  receiving  an  additional  quantity 
of  blood,  diverted  from  the  lungs  during  the  suspension  of  respiration,  StfA'tfais 
points  out  only  a  change  in  the  distribution  of  the  circnf^tihg  fluids 

It  can  hardly  be  assumed  that,  the  mdmeiit  the  animal  diveb,  tKbslcr  pro- 
cesses^  which  exhaust  the  blood  of  its  oxygen,  are  interrupted ;  fb^*  Mt,  all 
the  moment  of  suspending  respiration,  much  venous  blobcf  mu^t  nebesA'aHly 
6e  existing  in  the  circulation.  And  can  we  suppose  tliaf,  nntll  t^sftlHitidn  is 
^newed,  the  venous  blood  remains  in  the  pulmonic  system  witholK'  Vkng 
carried  to  the  systemic  h'eart?'  Such  an  hypothesis,  not  more' ^isibi^ry  than 
some  others,  only,  like  them,  multiplies  difficulties:  it  siippdset,  fbr  iilKtaiR;e, 
a  polver  of  suspending  t^e  processes  which  exhktiftt  the  blobd  Of  thOsl^  vfVIfy* 
ing  prmciples  which  it  receives  from  respiratioil.  It  siipposes  th^  ptHfaOnlc 
and  systemic  hearts  to  be,  not  merely  in  function  different,  bnt  in  ti^tion 
separate  from  and  independent  of  each  Other.  It  presumes  that  the  left  ven- 
tffele  Oontraets  on  vacuity,  or  that  the  aorta  and  its  tributttriet^  can,  at  the 
win  of  tke  aninul,  become  substitutes  for  the  action  of  the  heart. 

Can  we  assume  that  some  other  organ  is  vicarious  of  the  function  of  the 
luugt^  amilo|ions  to  what  we  observe  to  a  certain  extent  to  el^Uto^  In  aome 
i^retory  fanctioBs,  as  those  of  the  skin  and  kidneys  ;.or  that  the  ayatem  en« 
^ya  thepowerof  accumuiatiagaB  additioual  stock  of  oxygen  to  supply  iu 
idlviUg  exigencies  ?  Or  can  we  imagine  that  the  liver^  or  any  other  organ,  de- 
pffivai'iiiA  gneat  measure  tbe^eooagbleDd.of  those  qiuUiUes  wfaicli  render  it 
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9fi  del^^t^ni^iM  tp^fe  in  terrestrial  aoimals,  whei)  carried  throtigh  the  arteries 

.  to  tiie  bjf^iii,  a!)  the, experiments  of  Bichat  e^pecialfy,  and  of  other  eminent 

pliyMolpgistJU  ItiminoMsly  demonstrate ?«  To  all  these  suppositions  th«  same 

.4fi.^^ri|^  objection  applies,— :  that  they  are  not  only  entirely  destitute  of  proof/and 

inadeq^ttate  to  the  solution  of  the  difficulty,  but  multiply  others  equally  iinac- 

€oqi)table.    Wbilei  therefore,  tlie  most  minute  and  laboriotis  anatomy  lias 

failed  to  unravel  ^ny  peculiarity  of  structure  adequate  to  acc6ntit  for  this 

.phenomenon,  the  doiibt  naturally  arises,  whether,  ia  every  case  of  diffisfence 

,  or  modification  of  fuucUon,  we  are  entitled  to  presume  difference  of  stfnc* 

ture  i ,  whether  the^  faculty  in  question  may  not  be  one  of  those  modifTcations 

.of  the  vital  principle  independent  of  tangible  peculiarity  of  organisation  ? 

.,^dj.  under  .this  imprest^on,  tlie  hypothesis  which  appears  to  roe  to  be'the 

fkio^plest^  and  to  be  scy)ported  by  analogy,  is,  that  the  conditions  of  the  t^er- 

FfOys^systems  of  aquatic  animals  are  tiucli  that  venous  blood  requires  a.mttch 

Ioniser  period  to  circulate  through  their  brain  than  in  that  of  land  animals,  to 

produce  tjjte  same  deleterioifs  elfects.    Why  should  it  be  matter  of  surprise 

t)iat  the  brain  of  aquatic  animals  should  have  peculiar  relations  to  certain 

■  doids  circulating  tlu'oughit;  or  that  their  nervous  system  should  be  less  or 
.fi^orf  Afisceptible  of  sedative  or  stimulating  influence  ?  Different  animals,  iMid 
.even  different ,  organs  in  the  same  animals,  are  very  differently  affected  by 
,siinilar  causes  i  and  in  such  cases  we  do  not  always  necessarily  presume  diffe- 
rence of  struqti^re.  |s  it  even  wonderful  that  the  excitability  of  aquatic 
animals  should  be  such  as  to  render  them  unable  permanently  to  bear  the  same 
highly  oxygenised  blood  as  land-animals;  much  in  the  sani^  way  as  we  soff^er, 
and  should  at  length  die,  by  breathing  air  in  which  there  is  more  than  its  usual 
proportion  of  oxygen?  Different  species  of  terrestrial  animals  require,  caterU 
.paribus^  unequal  quantities  of  oxygen;  and  even  different  individuals  of  the 
same  species,  both  in  health  and  disease,  are  dissimilar  in  this  respect. 
, ,  Why  may  not  the  natural  and  healthy  state  of  the  blood  in  aquatic  animals 
have  a  tendency  to  the  venous,  as  tliat  of  terrestrial  animals  has  to  the  arterial 
•tandard?  And  this,mdeed,  I  believe  to  be  the  tact ;  for,  in  all  amphibious  n»m- 
malia  and  birds  which  I  have  examined,  the  blood  has  much  more  of  the  venous 
than  ajrterial  appearance.  If  this  fact  be  established  by  a  sufficiently  ample 
induction,  it  would  seem  decisive  of  the  question ;  and  it  would  furnish  a  sa- 
tisfa^ctory  reason  why  aquatic  animals  decline  and  at  length  die,. when  placed 
in  situatianH  where  ^ey  are  long  deprived  of  the  power  and  the  necessity  of 
diving. 

L  have  also  observed,  that  if  seals,  after  remaining  on  the  rocks  for  an  hour 
or.twp*  ar^  killed  before  returning  to  the  water,  the  blood  U  morefforid  than 
nnder.oppaHte  circumstances;  and  that,  after  long  reposing  on  hind,  and  then 
•tl^akinsiUiemselves  to  their  native  element,  they  in  no  instance,  when  they  first 

.4iy«9 remain  so. long  underwater  as  in  most  other  occasions.  Theses  facts 
inaiy  vbe  pby^ovsly  accounted  for  by  supposing  that  respiration  in  t|iese  sitn- 
ntinosj  being  lon^r  coptinned  without  interruption  than  usual,  the  blood  ^ad 
become  more  highly  oxygenised ;  and  that  hence  the  brain,  being  ten(ipor^ly 

.  more  tugbly  excited,  could  not  at  once  bear  so  long  a  continuapq^  of  the 
v«nana  inflaenoe.    I  have  repeatedly  asqertamed  tliat  th^  dark  veopus  blt^d 

.  of  the  seal,  when  exposed  to  oxygen,  as  speedily  assumes  the  artei-ial  hue  as 
that  of  any  other  animaL  * 

To  a  certain  extent,  also,  this  capacity  of  suspending  respiration  is  u^der 
tlie  taiutnco  of  habiti  as  we  see  exemplified  by  those  uidividuals^  «y^o  <^if^^^ 
No.  S4&.— No.  17,  New  Series,  SS 
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«wii  ipecief,  fiiMed  ta  the  pearl  BdMiiet.  AmI  nioMerer,  tliM  facnity,  efcn 
IB  aquatic  animals,  is  limited,  and  diffen  in  the  different  species;  for  beyond  a 
certain  period  thr^,  Kke  land  ammals,  are  anahte  to  remain  nnder  water.  I 
have  seen  seals  taken  in  a  net^  and,  when  not  allowed  to  come  to  the  surface 
to  breathe,  tife  became  extinct  generally  in  less  than  a  qoarter  of  an  boor.  In 
this  case,  it  is  true,  the  violent  straggling  to  get  loose  woold  naturally  abri<%e 
the  period  during  which  they  could  remain  under  water  in  a  tnuMjail  state) 
which  I  should  believe  to  be  somewhere  about  twenty  minutes. 

The  yomig  of  the  great  seal,  like  the  yonng  of  the  other  species  of  Phoo^ 
is  brought  forth  on  land,  and  must  remain  there  a  month  pr  six  weeks  before 
it  can  live  in  the  water.  If  before  this  period  it  be  thrown  into  the  sea^  it 
exhibits  as  much  anxiety  and  awkwardness  as  a  young  dog^  and  cannot  renm 
longer,  without  iuconvenience,  under  water.  The  young  of  the  common  seal, 
on  the  contrary,  follows  the  mother  to  the  water  immediately  it  is  boniy  and 
swims  and  dives  with  ease  and  perfection ;  a  difference  so  strongly  marked, 
and  so  decidedly  established,  as,  in  my  opinion,  sufficient  to  eoastitute^  among 
others,  a  most  important  feature  of  specific  distinctron  between  ttiei|i< 

With  respect  to  vrhales,  I  have  been  often  assured  by  intelligent  Greenfaad 
shipmasters,  that  they  have  been  frequently  known  to  remain  upwards  of  aa 
hour  under  water;  and  this  also  aceords  with  my  own  observation.  The  dif- 
ference, therefore,  in  this  fiicnlty,  which  we  remark  in  different  kinds  of  aqia- 
tle  amiraals,  and  between  th«s^  and  land  animals,  seems  more  to  consist  ia 
4egreethaninklhd. 

If  a  land  Urd,  is  a  ctow  or  a  pigeon,  be  thrown  into  the  water,^iven  tvlile 
the  bead  is  kept  up,  it  is  as  speedily  droumed  as  a  cormorant  under  it.  Fdr 
Ibis  fiet  we  can  give  no  other  adequate  solution,  than  by  referring  it  to  sbnie 
peculiarity  of  the  nervous  system.  It  may,  indeed,  be  argued  that  the  cause 
of  death  in  this  instance  results  proximately  from  the  spasmodic  closure  of 
the  glottis,  produced  by  the  ahock  of  immersion.  But  why  should  this  occor 
ki  the  land  bird  more  than  In  the  cormorant? 

'  Nbt  only  is  the  qnaffty  but  also  the  quantity  of  blood  tn  aquatic  auimats 
different  from  that  in  land  animals.  In  the  former,  the  quantity  is  much  greater 
in  proportion  to  their  size.  In  whales  and  seals,  for  instance,  it  Is  excessive; 
and  their  capacity  of  great  attd  continued  muscohir  exettion  is  also  strikingly 
•eonspieaoat.  Can  this  depend  chiefly  on  the  different  quality  or  increased 
^nentity  of  the  tital  fluid ;  or  on  some  particular  condition  of  the  nervous 
energy^  ' 

On  a  re^ew  of  whht  I  have  here  advanced  on  fhh  subject,  It  appears  to  me 
ttiat  wa  aiay  be  JnsfiAed  in  asstmring  that  the  nervous  system  of  aquatic  am- 
OMls  breathing  through  lungs  is  so  constituted,  that  the  venous  blood  requiries 
a  wnob  longer  petiod  to  circulate  in  the  brain  beA>re  it  produces  death  than 
In  huid  animals.  That  the  natural  and  healthy  state  of  their  btood  is  svb- 
mfUrkA;  and  4hat  it  is  not  necessary.  In  accounting  for  the  superior  power 
wkicb  liiey  possess  of  suspending  respbation,  to  presume  any  pecafiariity  of 
organisation. 

TImoo  ulaws  I  have  long  entertained;  and  they  are  founded  on  an  ample 
axparienee  of  many  years,  both  as  a  soologist  and  a  sportsman,  ia  sttnatioas 
peculiarly  favourable  kft  accurate  observation  on  the  economy  and  stmctBre 
of  aquatic  animals. 
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FATHOUOGY* 

Piece  •/  Awi  ni  the  Ckeet  for  Fourieen  Yeare.^WlWiua  Hont,  aged 
fprty-foar,  was  admitted  dii  board  the  Seaman's  Hospital,  oo  the  23d 
Pebniary,  1826,  with  severe  inflammatioti  of  the  conteftts  of  the  tbotax,  and 
died  in  a  few  hours.  Oft  admission,  be  stated  that  in  181^  he  received  a 
wound  in  his  left  side  from  a  musket-ball,  which  was  still  fa  his  chest,  and 
that  since  that  period  he  had*  been  sabject  to  viotent  inflammatiOD^  after  ex- 
poMr^  to  wet  or  coM.  The  present  Mtack  came  oH  a  few  daya  ago,  after 
atvifingf  from  fea,  where  be  had  b^ens  mnth  exposed  to  cold. 

^cHo  eadaverUt, — On  opening  the  thorax,  the  attention  was  dii'ected  to  the 
left  4M^,  principally  for  the  reason  that  there  was  a  very  obyfous  diipression 
ol»^enrable  on  the  snrihce  of  the  third  rib.  Confimihig  the  examination,  which 
was  panned  wMi  ejttrettie  cantkm,  a  cyst  was  seen.  Which  was  fbund  to  coit« 
tain  a  )^ec6  of  i^on'  hoop  abotft  an  inch  Hi  lengtb,  and  of  the  form  of  a  crescent. 
l%e  hmg  of  that  side  wa»  completely  bepatis^.  The  upper  part  of'  the  tra- 
chea and  bronchia  CGBtaitted  ptn.  The  other  hing  #as  cdmparatively  sbund, 
teasMHitJli  as  the  broildiiA  of  that  aide  did  not  contain  pds ;  neither  was  that 
lung  hf*pati9M.    T1ierew«t«  alight  adbe^n^.    {Medico  Chirwtg,  TnauMt.y 


fHfi(am0J^io9^flf  (ft«  JUim  0f3nd  Femerml  Veim;  hyi  Pc  F«9JiKSv-<^>aM!sa 
Merchant,  aet.  iwenty^ix,.  a  journeyman  printer  o(  iuteviiyexata  habita,  .waa 
fiODf^eiyeci  tA.be  labonriog  under  puUaonarjf  diiieas«^  whiclp  was  a«q^n|ifMk9i«4 
with  swelling  of  both  ankl^«, 

The  jsweliin|{  of  the  right  anklQ,  however,  graclaaUy  sabsided,  wlMlst  that  of 
the  left,  ^Uo^t  a  month  previous  to  his  decc^<te,  extei^ded  up«arda«  and  im* 
creased,  attended  with  pai^i  about  the  apUe,  calf  of  the  leg,  kne^,  Iwun,  gaoiipk, 
^d  lower  part  of  the  abdomen.  The  pain  in  t^be  knee  waa  s«  e(Hisid«ra|»l«ii  in 
the  early  stage,  as  particularly  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  mistress  of  tho 
bouse  in  which  h^  lodged,  who  thought  he  must  have  hi^rt  the  knee.  Toge- 
ther with  these  symptoms,  the  whole  limb  became  hotter  tha«i  the  athiar,  ami 
tender  upon  pressure. 

Wtien  I  first  saw  this  patient  on  the  dUt  of  October,  a  week  befiore  hui 
death,  X  found  him  in  the  last  stage  of  pulmonary  consamptiony  having  ooaghy 
purulent  expectoration,  diarrhoea,  and  considerable  emaciatioa*  The  aibole 
of  the  left  lower  extremity  was  now  enlarged  to  double  its  natural  aae^t  Ihe 
sweUiqg  extending  from  the  foot  to  the  crural  arqb.  Evevywhere  U  pitied 
upon  pressure,  but  it  wa3  np  longer  painful  when  touched,  axcept  at  thagraiAy 
wh^re  uneasiness  was  still  experienced. 

The  colour  of  the  skin  of  the  limb  was  whiter  than  natural,  ai|d  pitMVtad 
aa  appearance  perfectly  similac  to  that  obsi^rved  in  oonMaoB  aBaaarca»  The 
subcutaneoua  veins  ahove  the  ankle  were  distinctly  marke d^  b^ing  dlAtaa4ad 
with  blood.  Tha  patiant,  who  ha4  lost  all  pawat  of  motion  i»  th»  limb^  diad 
on  the  8th  of  November. 

On  the  following  day  Mr.  Grainger  examined  the  body,  in  the  p^esaiMA  of 
i>r.  Macaan,  several  other  gentlemen,  and  myself.  An  incision  w«»  wade 
along  the  inner  part  of  the  tbigl^^  commencing  at  Poupart'a  UgaBMOt,  and 
continuing  below  the  knee.  On  exposing  the  vena  saphmna  niajnr  and  its 
branches,  these  veins  were  observed  very  much  distended ;  and,  being  laid 
open,  were  found  filled  with  coagulated  blood,  but  there  were  no  appearances 
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of  disease  of  their  coaU.  The  cellular  tissue  of  the  whole  limb  was  T^ry  nweh 
infiltrated  with  a  limpid  floid^  a  quantity  of  which  escaped  ftom  the  ivcision 
of  the  integuments.  T>je  lymphatic  Teasels  were  ijmta  healthy^  and  the 
lymphatic  glands  in  the  groin  were  nether  enlarged- 

The  dcep-^seated  veins  were  next  examined^  and  presented  «  similar  appear- 
ance to  that  of  the  superficial  veins  ^  the  femoral  yein  being  tense,  and  filled 
witJi  coaa(ulated  blood. 

The  dissection  was  continued  so  as  to  expose  the  left  iliac. veins.  The  trunk 
of  the  external  and  common  Hiac  vessels  were  found  even  more  distended 
than  the  femoral  vein.  The  common  ilia^  vein  had  an  unnatural  c^ioiur,  ap- 
proaching to  a  greenish  hue ;  and  it  seemed  as  large  as  the  infeiior  cava.  The 
distention  of  this  vessel  suddenly  terminated  at  that  part  where  it  is  junited 
with  the  right  common  iliac  vein.  The  left  internal  iliac  vein  was  filled  with 
blood  for  about  two  inches  of  its  course,  and  the  rest  of  it^appeared  naton^l. 

The  femoral  and  iliac  veins  on  the  riight  side  were  nearly  empty, -and  quite, 
healthy  in  their  appearance,  forming  a  strong  contrast,  whe^  compared. vi^ith 
the  gorged  and  distended  sUte  of  the  veigs  on  the  left  side. 

On  laying  open  the  upper  part  of  the  femoral  vem,  as  well  a^  theextei^al 
Mid  common  iliac  veins,  they  were  found  filled  with  a.  coaguinu),  of  nwch 
firmer  consistence  than  is  usually  met  with  in  healthy  veins;  and  had  ranch 
of  the  fibrous  appearance  of  the  blood  which  is  found  contained  in  aneurismal 
sacs.  On  separating  this  coagulnm,  a  thin  but  distinct  membranous  layer  was 
seen  adherent  to  tlie  internal  coat  of  the  vein,  and  it  required  some  force  to 
sej^arate  them.  The  femoral  vein,  which  was  examined  as  far  down  the  limb 
as  the  tdceps  muscle,  was  found  in  the  same  condition. 

Tlie  morbid  appearances  observed  in  this  instance  were  very  simihir  to  those 
which  have  been  described  by  Dr.  Davis,  in  his  paper  on  Phlegmasia  Dolens, 
inserted  in  the  twelfth  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  this  Society.  Had  the 
subject  of  the  disease  been  a  woman  in  the  puerperal  state,  would  it  not  have 
be^n  considered  phlegmasia  dolens  ? 

MoRGAGNi,  letter  56,  art.  10,  in  treating  of  disease  of  the  iliac  veins,  re- 
lates the  case  of  a  woman  whose  left  limb  was  oedematous ;  and,  upon 'examin- 
ing the  body  after  death,  be  found  the  left  iliac  vein  filled  with  a  coagnlom, 
as  Ire  terms  it,  of  a  polypous  nature,  the  canal  being  quite  obliterated  by  it* 
The  crural  vein  was  at  least  a  third  part  narrower,  and  appealed  to  have 
been  in  that  state  for  a  considerable  time. 

1  lately  attended  a  woman,  sixty-three  years  of  age,  the  mother  of  a  family; 
who,  several  months  previous  to  my  seeing  her,  was  attacked  with  swelling 
and  lancinating  pain  in  the  right  foot,  which  extended  upwards  to  the  groin, 
where,  as  well  as  in  the  knee  and  in  the  calf  of  the  leg,  she  experienced  con- 
siderable  pain. 

On  my  first  visiting  tliis  woman,  on  the  «Oth  of  December,  I  found  the 
whole  limb,  from  the  foot  to  the  hip,  swelled  to  double  its  natural  size,  co- 
lourless, and  pitting  upon  pressure.  The  urine  was  secreted  in  natural  qnan- 
tity.  Cupping  and  blistering,  in  tlie  course  of  the  femoral  vein,  were  had 
recourse  to;  which  treatment  was  followed  by  a  very  considerable  rednctioa 
in  the  swelling.  A  bandage  was  afterwards  applied.  The  leg  and  thigh  are 
now  of  their  natural  size,  but  remain  vnthout  power;  the  foot  is  still  slightly 
(edematous.    (Ibid.) 


'  Chorea.^^  Hydrophobia.  487 

P^lkiU^  tf'Ck&TM.^M.^Sttl^niit  tikvin^  temnilLed,  io  the  opening  of  the 
bodte9oftbMe#hodMfironi  chores,  atemfeiicy  to  inflammation  of  the  cor- 
poivqimdrig^miaa^'  wafflBdnded  to  experiment  on  cUiimals,  by  wounding;  thenk 
in  th^se  parts,  and  which  he  obtenred  to  prodace  phenomena  similar  to  those 
of  ehotfea.  M.*6.  has  obserted  that  ehorea  patients  always  complained  of  pain 
at  the  pesterietBnd  inferior  piirt  of  thrchminm :  he  has,  in  conseqaence,  di- 
rected the  application  of  leeches  to  that  quarter  in  snch  cases,  and  with 
snccess.    (RmieMed*) 


Oane  of  BydrophoifUi,  at  etmrnunicaled  in  a  Letter  to  J,  A,  Maxwell,  m  .]>• 
SvpetintendtHg  Surgeon  at  Bombay;  by  R.  H.  Kbnnbuy,  m.d. 

MKM.,  as.HistaiVt  surgeon,  was  bitten  by  one  of  his  own  dogs  on  the  !^ist 
March,  and  the  animal  being  then  tied  op,  made  its  escape  the  following  day, 
and  was  never  seen  afterwards :  most  probably  was  destroye  d  in  the  bazar, 
and  the  fiict  eoncealed  by  tho^  who  did  it.  Lieut.  S.  says,  he  warned  poor 
M.-bf'the -state  the  creature  was  iti  several  days  before  the  lamentable  acci- 
dent, during  which  interval  the  bmte  bit  every  thing  it  saw,  even  the  goat*. 
M;,  however,  most  nnacconntably  neglected  these  warnings,  and  attached  no 
imfvorianre  to  the  appearance  of  madness  which  the  animal  evinced. 

Viiit\  Ttieiiday  the  f d,  no  disagreeable  symptoms  showed  themselves.  The 
wiihind  had  healed  at  once,  being  very  slight ;  bnt»  having  occurred  on  the 
bare' skin,  on  the  hand,  the  inoonlatlon  of  the  poison  should  have  been  looked 
for 'in  its  ffUllest' malignity  ;  but  unhappily  no  precaution,  beyqnd  washing, 
seem^  to  hrre  been  thought  necessary.  On  Tuesday  morning,  when  feeding 
some  tame  deer  he  kept,  one  of  them  bounded  at  him,  and  with  its  horo 
strff^  htm  on  the  fore-arm,  midway  between  the  wrist  and  elbow :  the  blow  . 
was  ^o  severe,  that  his  first  fleeling  impressed  him  with  the  idea  that  the  bone» 
wei'e  factored.  The  severity  of  the  contusion  brought  on  immediately  great 
pflSb  WBfA  swelling  of  the  liAib;  atkl,  it  being  thie  same  on  which  be  had  been 
bitten,  the  acnte  pain  seemed  to  concentrate  about  the  faint  scar  of  the  old 
wotod.  On  Wednesday  aftemooir,  the  Sd,  t  wrote  to  invite  him  to  dine  with 
me*  on  Sittiriay  the  6tb ;  to  which  he  replied,  accepting  my  invitation,  but 
aiMed  that  he  had  a  pain  in  his  arm,  which  he  hoped  might  prove  nothing 
w^rse  tli^n  tlieumattsm.  Feeling  hunself  worse  in  the  evening,  he  sent  for  hia 
neighbour,  1Vr.1Kf*Moi'ris,  to  whom  he  detailed  his  symptoms. 

About  eleven  that  night,  I  received  a  note  from  Mr.  M*M.,  stating  whathe 
Iiad'seen  and  he&rd  from  M.,  and  distinctly  expressing  his  uneasiness  for  th« 
result ;  and,  after  mentioning  that  he  had  given  ten  grains  of  calomel  and 
fifteen  of  extract  of  col  ocy  nth,  asking  what  opinibn  I  felt  disposed  to  form,  or 
whht  treatment  I  would  join  him  in  adopting.  I  suggested  bleeding  and 
opium ;  but,  reverting  to  the  late  melancholy  case  of  hydrophobia  at  Dapoly, 
(th^  hearing  of  which  I  knew  had  greatly  distressed  Mr.  M.)  I  hoped  that  the 
lociil  pahi  on  the  site  of  the  bite,  as  greater  tliere  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
swollen  limb,'  might  be  fancy  and  nervousness,  arising  from  the  awful  conse- 
qMences  apprehended,  and  the  dreadful  agitation  likely  to  follow  so  appalling 
8M  ai^prehensSon. 

1  vi^ted  the  poor  fellow  at  daylight,  and  found  him  in  better  spirits  than  I 
had'  expeeted.  His  arm  was  swollen  to  the  Shoulder;  the  scar  from  the  bite 
was  scarcely  to  be  recognised,  though  It  indicated  the  seat  of  a  pain  resem- 
bling a  thorn  being  buried  in  the  flesh ;  but^the  blow  from  the  deer  was  evide&t 
by. a  blue  and  yellow  bruise.    As  this  had  therefore  certainly  been  verji 
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MHreve^  I  hoptd  It  might  acoMmt  foftbe  ifi0Miiiiatlo»  of  tlirami  atfd  ksttd, 
and  the  pain  now  fiamg  patt  tlie  aautla  to  *«  cheal^  He  iMid  wrapped  Ihc 
arm  in  cloths  moiiteiied  with  Ooaiard^i  lelioB,  which  hft  Iran  applfiBt  banad^ 
daubing  tiM  hqaid  ancooeeniedly  over  the  bondage.  As  the  norvooa  egitatiatt 
was,  however,  Tei^  great,  the  poke  fall,  aad  fhi&  ooaatitiitioa  pletboeiOy  I  ra- 
eommended  bleeding  as  a  general  tteatment,  and  eattphorate4  «Bod)pni 
spiritoooa  fomentalionii  locally.  The  porge  having  no  effoet,  M^Bf  •  lepwaied 
the  dose  in  the  forenoon,  and  took  away  twenty-fenr  owkms  of  hiMid« 

I  saw  him  the  second  time  in  the  evening,  when  he  was  sitting  at  faia  doer* 
He  was  d«J«cted  and  Weak,  but  thooght  ^  arm  raUeved.  Nqtbin^  i^dro- 
phobic  appeared  to  attract  attentiOA.  The  polae  indicated  no  dis^k-dor  hft» 
yond  the  redeced  strength  Md  fre^neney  to  be  eflEpeeted  itfler  phlutotemjn 
The  two  porges  not  having  operaled«  li*M.  administered  the  same  dose,  being 
the  third,  in  the  evening* 

I  saw  him  again  the  next  morning,  (Friday  the  5th,>  abant  maaiae*.   The 
pnrgalives  had  acted  aMSt  powerfblly.    He  had  spent  a  misefable  nigbft»  ,and 
seemed  much  disordered  at  stomach,  with  constant  aanseai  and  vomiting 
wliatever  he  swallowed.  .The  inflammntion  of  the  liasb  be^Bw  Ihe  broisii 
inflicted  by  the  deer  seemed  abated,  and  be  ceald  extend  or  doae  tbc  fingeri^ 
but  the  pain  in  the  axiUa  and  aboal  the  thorax  oontinned  spreading  and  acaie. 
He  bad  now  «  distinct  anddictraisiag  fiseling  of  ihenaiote  of  bis  diaeaser  ^Msd 
asemisned  to  me  hie  intenlians  lespeeting  his  woridly  afl^m^  aad^  wiien  i 
endeavoared  to  comfort  himt  he  interropted  roe  by  saying,  wiU^  teaie,  .thatia 
pecnhar  4ifflciiUy  of  siraUowing  now  began  to  force  itself  on  his  Mtnoftion/  I 
mimediately  examined  his  thraat,  and  seeing  «  bf  igbt  flondredaess  nnd  poA^ 
neaaabeni  the  faeces,  nod  a. slight  enbirgement  of  tjlie  toosUs,  mul  n  iMdy 
•wetten,  rgnnded^edgelifee  appeaianca  of  tlte  gums  re ond  the  banes. <if^ 
leetlK  1  hoped  the  thirty  grains  of  calnmel  might  explain  this  iuconaenieocet 
the  mention  of  whiob  relieved  him  for  a  short  tim^  of  nmcb  mentnl  ocpnQj^i 
bnt  I  eoold  not  help*  feeling  pamcd  taohaervo  a  smgnlar  fiwtn  tot  hii  lirtnth 
wafronafiected  by  the  mercnryy  and  perfectly  pare ;  whereas  in  bealt(^  evcff 
since  I  have  known  bisA,.  it  tmd  aUrays  been  most  %ffem^kf  £etid.    Tbi| 
symptoms  eontinned  rapklly  progreasive  through  the  dagr,  during  which 
li*M.  vraa  constantly  with  him.    He  wrote  me  alitont  noon»  that  deibitity  winh 
cold  sweats  was. tee  xMasked  a  Hpntiireof  the  case  to  ^dmit  of  Auther  bien«|ingt 
I  visited  him  agm  e^rly  in  the  evening^  when  I  foand  Ibe  hydrophobic  c^ar 
vnliien  the  promineni  eharacWv  of  this  disease,  accomi^Mned  winb  unramillifiA 
vemitaig.    I  thensiwestod  to  M^ftS.  that  the  singular  and  coaiplic^ted  bum- 
ner  i»  which  ihe  «ttack-h«d  commenced  ntUk  ieft  a  bepe>  or  rather  the  shadow 
of  a  hope,  that  this  necvons  agitatipn  might  be  alarm  carried  to  vmam  when 
operating  on  the  brain  and  conatitBtion,.  «n  coNiuoction  with  difordcf  ^ 
slenach,  derai^d  to tbetttmeat  by  three eneb  powerful  mencoria^  dfaaHiq 
pnrger,  and  n  threat  appmrcntly  swollen  by  them  i  and  I  asentiofed  two  cw^ 
I  had  men  ua  Lendno^  where  the.h]idfophobic  horror  war  more  ceiypiiiyncnt 
thanitt'thn  cme  before,  ns,  and  cventnaQy  pinved  hypochondriacal  Hgilalini»» 
following  wounds  irom  dogs  not  mad,  and  in  which  cases  thikp^tinntttnfWiR 
vered*:  £  theteisffe  begiged  hira  to  try  opiam«.  in  aacbdosca  a»  tb^  nm$mif9 
i«itniiinw«nhl alone jaalify<   Aocerdtni^y  dn.  iivO^Tinct.  OpUwcfomMbt 
dsMely  ginen,  and  at  once  vomiM^  np ;  the  saiae^  repnnted  in  an  bnnrir  mm 
9gtm  veiaatesL   A  pill  of  opiran  gn^iik  waa  snnliowed  anA  sntawnd..    W¥ 
were  mitbhnn  nt  ten  Pan*  iMid  inliodttced  mi  enema  of  dct,  iv.  «f  Thu^ 
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m^Mn  M^lMk  rapMted  in  r  the  djgiit^ittida  \%f^  bttiler  ww  «ppli«d  la  tlie 
9<^blfiiihis  cordky  to  re)ie««^  if  potiibte,  tbe  exiiiuitttiiif  ivckiMfs. 

M^M.  9tMd  tile  fiiglit.with  him^  a^dnty  mjvliich  I  cMild  not  msaitt  Urn,  Im- 
Mg  myielf  sanaioiied  (o  aaothttc  i^ataent,  a  lady»  on.  whom  I  was  in  atteadaaee 
Ibe  greiAcv  pari  of  the  niglMb.  Ti^  circiiinstaace,  aad  mfent^ty  in  tihe 
BMVlNBgy  preiKttM  my  i»ayUif  my  «Moal  aariy  tisU}  iMit  I  was  grati^ed  to 
receive  a  iMta  from  M'Jtf,  aayipg  ihat  iie.at  last  iodiilgMl  bofMs  tiiat  poor  M. 
was  certaia^  h»tt^  iiid.lMiA^av«i>la^^la  sawklloia  Fiiftuml  eaajvlsiona  dorioK 
t^mtbmAji  iB0fainK;?lHmf8«  <  ' .  \'  -/  • 

/I>sa^lte!pot>r  fbUawi  before  aooo^  aad  lemamed  apwaidt  of  aa  Ikmnt- with 
thirnt.  /  Tkt  slight appaaraocB' of -aMendaioat  kmi  soon  veased' to  4eoeive^  aaid 
iliBhQr*dpbolMe.boi»ovwa8.notai|iillyBadliiieOatesti^  <befc4«piody  aa4  tbo 
paiHdntwaampidl^rnDbiagilatfBr  ttw Motoneo  of  the  «p«mm>  which  appeacei 
to  threaten  momentary  saffocatton.  His  Mn  was  deathly  «old  apd  damaiy, 
4B<^ffaec&|[aoa(  aaAipale4*^atkit4ips  «a4  tsagaft  wai^of'a  earaiiaared  hae; 
bia-e^reBwihi  hnri'pmmiaea*,  tot  BOt  at  atlbloodsbol ;  aadaU  his  appearaaee 
ouiHiedAiis  case  bopalesB.  .  Ha>fbrtber  cemplaiaedof  a  tiaglaig  seasaiion  ia 
Aat|Cbias  ^^eau^aadiairohaiiary  mictniitien )  and  wbca  we  begged  him  not  to 
attempt  ai^ry  moment >  to  swallow,  ibereby  bviagingoa  the  convaisisaB>  he 
eald  tfaaty  if 'ho  aHmwe^biatoagae  to  be  dry,  it  MX  aa  if  it  rolled  ttaelf  ap, 
and  RMbed  baebward  witli  a  tease  of  saffiicatioB :  a  awst  aatraordiaaryaynip* 
ioM,  iodieaiive aif  the  dreadftdly  voavaleed  snd  agitanied  aute  of  tbe  nMietes 
of  deglolition. 

>  Aawmdieal  aieisfanea  aow  ceased  to  beof  afail,  I  loft  him  to  b«f  tbe  Rev, 
f^}^,  3^  who  bad  aUHiady  beta  with  bim^  to  admintoiBr  taligioaB  ooaifeit,  ^ 
visit  him  again^  aadte  getbisr  slgmrtaiatoawill:  ior^  ashotold  bolbM'M. 
and  «iysetr%is  testamebtaty  iateiltions,  wv  prtftrreAlia^ag  tlas  apoapa^^, 
t»^ia  beiag  a  aaftenpatiae  ai^raag^mant.  F^eWoariy,  baweetT,  to  my  dcpar- 
tate,  he'bislilid  oagielag  ime  aptaof  of  Ma'tfcbohrteafeia  i*  coni|ac«-iBg  tikb 
ibmiitti  abd,  eMn^  «br  a  glaBS  of  tbbi'  arrow-fool»  he  fdreod  tdowd,  with  tbe 
ifio^  dkll'i^tohig  sfiraggle,  about  fonr  cmaHw ;  aa  eifoit  immedibtely  followed 
bf  theMoM  edavalBive  reMhing.  i  naeer  shw  a  sight  mow  affiietiag. 
'^  Ifliefl^mK  J.  e6e¥ed  tb  make  a  will  for  him^  lie  Was  pleased  with  the  propa- 
^id/aHenfd^d  Vd  tho  feadbig  %f  Hie  paper,  land  tHrected  an  alteratioB  as  to 
tbemodc  6f  t^^mlfthil^  the  pfoeeeds  of  hit  property  fioottbat  which  had  bean 
•ttfsC  wrttt<^.  (ll6ot<deVed  a  dottatioa  of  a  montb*s  pay  fto  each  of  his  servants; 
mentioned  some  arrears  of  pay  doe  to  himself;  and  noticed  that  a  eerlain 
ho^rsc^  ittiiis  stable  was  aot  Ms  own  propeity,  1>at  hilt  ta  his  charge  for  lale. 
iw^giilng'the  wUI,  being  in  tbe  interval  betwixt  tim  conwalsioat,  bettood  op 
to  a  writing  table,  tfad  wtota  his  name  at  fall  length,  sabscribiag  bis  amiy 
i>ink  and  tiie  namber  of  tat  teglmoat,  at  «o«n  official  ffeiper;  andactnatty 
jtbfed  at  his  oecasioaal  oeatfol  ofa#  the  maaia,  aad  bis  atfei^  and  te(f- 
postession.  He  hn6  not,  however,  a  long  repose;  the  disease  was  mahiag 
himMtpfagt^^  He  begah  aboat  fbor  to  foam  at  tim  month,  the  tkqv^d 
va^ng  forth  with  hia  coovatoive  retpi^Mtion^  gargling  in  frotl^  masses,  or 
mnafng  m  aconthiaedttMam  to  the  gianwi.  Danag  tbia  period  I  was  tiot 
with  him ;  hot  M* M.  tays,  be  heptMs  aease  of  pastiag  occorreaees  and  reoo^ 
lection  of  individuals  to  the  last,  and  finalfy  eKpired  qnietly  and  withoat 
coiHnAion  at  '^ve.  He  soai^eiy  expired  ere  ihe  #o«d  red  bne  of  hit  lips 
cAiatiged  to  tVatkness,  and  Mi  cMateaaooe  altered  cohisfdclrably,  appearing 
awaOcn  and  bmised* 
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The  carioas  l«ature/iiQt''tW4jKXMA  «M>(|iir.  to  m%  the  complicated  and  per- 
plexii^g.manQV.  of  its  acce^lon  fr<^,the  )yimij&^i|\tl)^  fQ.i'^^jp,^a|ii^l(<^H^g  the 
4Qi*inajQjtJb^>()ropJM>l>iQ.v(^iiq9i  lo^g^djn^th^  M^  .A^e  ^e,to.8tui^i)^ose  ,^at 
excisioQ  up  to.tt^tmomept.vroiiici  \mw»  r.^o¥^.  tjb^ppifo^.  s^.as  |p,i^ve 
aaved  jl^e  iJiatieiitf  Qr  m$\it,  mti .  arfu%  on  ^  ,p9s^i>^Jii^,  |hat|,  >».^ ^for/  ^ome 
8\}fik  es^l^meat^U  ji^y  jr^inaiQ.an  iod^fiitttep(^iy(^,ufiti^g!i^4qa|ly,^iif|lf|U«^d, 


? 


and  discharged  by  sensible  or  insensible,  p^r^splr^^tioii^ 
,     3;he^jqi9]U,  is  ^  pieifect^f-posseMffa.b^  ^lyoy^d  to  the  last  ^ooieot,  and 
which  he  evinced  ja  perpetual  efforts  ,to  resist,  the, con vnUive  shpijM  ^xp^"* 
>  ei^c^ .  in  his  attempts  to  awaUo«f,    He  seeoMed  n^Cfi^i^l^sfY  d^ii'ojos,  ^if.  trying 
•it  ,a§  an  experinkent  wbeAh^r  be  were  better  <Qr  wm'^e*    Qn  t,hie.  ni^|it  befpre 
liis  deat|;i^.lie.i»oald  si^,  .*'  I  cast  wash  my  bands^  hot  not./ny  i4t'Ci;^\  ^n^d^  then 
^calling  for  water,  woold  dip  bia  liands.io  it>.  and  m^kp  p#iiiCul».b^t  nq^vailing 
.  eodeavonrs  to  raise  a  moistened  tqwiel  to  hiA  foxebe^d.  ,  His  de^cjri|^ltipn,p(  ^e 
ffpasm  was  in  Jtheae  word»:  <'  You  know  the  ^iqg,o£  iQsij(^,g(^e;8.ji>^9^i.,on 
plunging  suddenly  intoa  cold  batb  f .  My  3ensat;io^  is.!e¥a9tly  if\^  ^yf^y^^ip^ 
of.  thai  kind  of  shock,  coming  on  with  an  indescTibatdeiPl|iJ^Jfrtt)riU^thrp||gh 
m^t  and  acting  with  such  violence  as  if  the  ppw^r,,o(«;^^afff>(;  i^er^  lost 
altogether."    Three  hours  before  death,  be  observed  thatftU^hi|(/syi^  ,biit  the 
9uffi9c^ion  bad  left  bim-    His  hand,  jand  arm  wejc^  ^it^  .ffe^/ri^|iy)^j«y  and 
he  moved  the  lingeia . nimbly^    He  added  th^  he  *'  9(7Miid  dri^i^  >?  5^^. r!^'' 
In  (act,  be  never  yielded  to  the  diseaae^.bis  {^ijrtt  xemji^ipc|<|  ^^^-^9|i^4^^' 
mature  sank  exhausted, ,  ,,,,.-,,,  ^^r,>^,i*4^ 

,  )  His  mnnner  end  temper,  on.  the  .approaeb  of  death*  wj^i'ci.wbat  )^9th  %Bd 
hepn  tbjcqngh  life^^nuldand  kind;  no  frotwardn^o^,  <io  Ua^sJi^iji,^  of  r^pjnipg, 
no  unnianly. lamentation  or:  complaint.  .  Jie  caressed.  eacU  frien4ji^,t|ai)d,Uiat 
^w«s.ext<Bn4ed.to  Iwn,  and  simply  stated  that  his.  so^pngs, were  .ex^r^ipe,^  ,.^o 
us  |ie  declared  himself  patient  to  endure,  wbateyer  we  wished,  ^md^^veii  sug- 
gested tracheotomyf*  an  qperation  whiph  I. never  sayf  performed ^an^l  ,wl^ch 
,we  declined^  as  well. from  a  consciousness  of  its  utter,  inutility  ^n.bi^  s^te^as 
frpai  a  conviction  that  the  exuding  of  a  single  drop  of  blood,  inwards  woold 
suffocate  him  at  once.  In  a  case  like  this,  the. medical  man's,  sutferiiigs  ,^re 
tenfold  mure  miserably  acute  than  another's  would  be ;  hisprofessionail  know- 
ledge of  every  symptom  as  it  appears  fixes  bis  attention  invf^diy,  and  the 
dread  of  their  approach  too  often  accelerates  their  prpgrcss ;  and  the.  fami- 
liarity with  their  character  and  tendencyi  at  least  must  add  vinil^nce  to  their 
malignity.  ,     , 

.  X  know  nothing  further  that  could  have  been  done.  He  coold  not.have^been 
.bledjn«re;  he  would  have  fainted  and  died*  The.inces&aul;,voni^ting.rei}dered 
. th^exlubition  of  medicine  horribly  painful;  to.be  swallowe4  nieyel>l9.^<>.)>e 
immediately  rc^ject^ d.  The  enema  was  used,  to  .the  u|tmos|(  e»U^%  it.c^uI^^W 
A  hMTger,  blister  could  scaiicely  have  been,  attempted ;  and  P9»\»  en^br(|tc.atip.ns. 
.jyvere  kept  by  flannel  band^  permanently , applied  .to  his  thro^..  Nor  ought  I 
to  qmitimfBtioning,  injhe.tecms.it  deserves,  the. unwearied  hum^ity, 
anxious  thou^t,  and. constant  presence  of  miml.-sbown  by  Mr.  M'M„  who 
left  him  as  UtUe  as  his  other  duties, would  allow,  and  has  odsed  himsejf  in  .the 
respect  and  esteem  lof  ail  here  by  such  exemplary  kindness. 

*  In  some  observations  ^ade  by  Mr.  Mayp^.  at  the  Westndnster  Medical 
Society  last  season,  he  suggested  the  performance  of  tracheotomy^as  a  fair 
experiment  in  Hydrophobia.  ., 
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iulphaie  ofCoppei^fkDiarrtuia.—*l^e  volume  of  the  MedicO'Ckirurgiad 
'  TraruacHons )n9t  published' contdlns  some  itnpotrtant  practical  remarks'  Ott  this 
'  subject,  by  Or.  ELi.f  OTsoif .    MTe  subjom  the  most  idteresting  of  these. 

On  Thursday,  October  1  jtb,  1024, 1  admitted  hiito  f^t.  11iomas*8  Hospital  an 
Irishman,  named  Garret  Welsh,  twenty- Ami' years  of  age»who  had  been  la- 
bouring under  diarrhoea  for  three  months. 

Ilie  abdomen  was  tender  bn  pressure,  the  putse  quic1c,the  sliin  hot,  and  the 
tongue  font  and  dry.  The  motions  were  yellowish  and  watery.  I  ordered  a 
very  large  blister  to  be  applied  over  the  abdomen,  half  a  grain  of  opium  to  be 
taken  night  and  morning,  with  chalk  mixture,  and  the  diet  to  consist  of  milk. 

In  a  few  days  the  tenderness  was  much  diminished,  but  the  diarrhoea  con- 
tinued. Powdered  catechu  was  added  to  the  mixture^  and  taken  every  six 
hours )  and  the  blister  was  repeated,  but  without  good  ^ect.  Infusion  of 
palls  was  now  made  the  vehicle*  of  the  catechu,  and  instead  of  the  solid  opium, 
taken  latterly  in  the  dose  of  one  grain  night  and  morning,  f  9j.  of  Hie  tincture 
was  given  in  su(^h  astringent  draught,  a  third '  blister  was  applied,  and,  as 
considerable  debility  and  emaciation  had  taken  place,  animal  diet  was  sub'sti- 
tntedi^or  the' milk.' 

The  30th  of  November  had  now  arrived,  and^  though  there  was  no  pain  or 
tenderness,  the  diarrhoea  wasas  profhse  as  ever,  and  the  man  appeared  likely 
to  sink*  Mr.  Henry  iSouth,  one  of  the  pupils,  m'entioned  to  me  that  two  cases 
of  the  anccessfnl  exhibition  of  sulphate  of  copper  and  opium  in  diarrhiea  had 
recentljr  been  related  in  the  Physical  Society  of  Guy's  Hospital,  and  I  in- 
stantly resolved  to  profit  by  his  information,  and  prescribed  half  a  grain  of  the 
sulphate  of  copper  twice  a-day,  with  two  grains  of  opium,  so  that  the  quan<* 
tity  of  the  latter  might  be  much  the  same  as  what  had  previously  been  taken 
in  the  twenty^fonr  hours.  In  a  few  days  the  disease  was  evidently  less  severe, 
and  in  eleven  from  tbe  commencement  of  the  use  of  the  copper  was  so  much 
abated,  and  the  man*s  appearance  and  strength  so  much  improved,  that  I 
▼entured  to  diminish  the  opium  to  one  grain;  increasing,  however,  the  dose  of 
the  copper  to  one  grain,  lest  the  disease  sliould  gain  ground  again,  and  that  I 
might  fuUy  satisfy  myself  which  of  the  remedies  had  the  greater  share  in  pro- 
ducing' the  benefit.  In  a  w^ek  more  the  disease  had  so  diipinished  that  I 
▼entured  to^omit  l^eotpioni;  and  in  another  the  man  felt  so  strong,  and  found 
his  disease  io  inconsiderable,  tliat  he  would  stay  no  longer  in  the  hospital,  and 
was  made  an  ontrpatient. 

Thia  case  made  a  great  impresaion  iip«n  me,  because  two  powerful  astrin- 
gents in  common  tise,  combined  with  opium,  had  previously  failed,  and  tbe 
benefit  clearly  arose  ffotn  the  sulphate  of  copper,  and  not  from  the  opium, 
wbidi  I  exhibited  with  it  solely  for  tbe  purpose  of  preventing  the  acrid  qua- 
lity of  the  salt  from  counteracting  its  astringent  efibcts  upon  the  intestines. 

On  December  8th^  1825,  I  admitted  a  sailor,  named  Peter  Hurly^  aged 
fortjheigbt,  who  liad  been  affected  many  weeks  with  the  form  of  diarrhoea  m 
accwately  described  by  Dr.  Bauiie,  in  the  fifth  volnme  of  the  Transactaona 
of  the  College  of  Physicians.  The  description  is  preceded  by  the  remark ,  that 
it  *^u  not  very  generally  known,  and  is  alnMst  constantly  fatal."  Dr.  Baillie 
atatcfly  th^t  it  occurs  moie  frequently  in  men  than  in  women,  and  genially  in 
persons  who  have  long  resided  in  hot  climates ;  that  the  stools  are  very  copi- 
ous and  Qumeroas,  pale,  like  a  mixture  of  water  and  lime,  frothy,  and  often 
No.  345«— No.  17,  New  Seru$.  3  O       ' 
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of  a  sour  siuHl;  but;  if  llley'Ml^fre%lie'eoD*iiileM»«r|^a4idkig>>«ilq2f  «cefltill 
pale;  and  tf  they  become  fipueei  aul^lark,  ttie  ooloor  •ftratflf'aoiiieep  ktia 
health,  and  they  soon  a^am  beeome  white  and  fWrth^ ;  Mt  Ui^r^lipiiy  ia  thiB, 
and  the  conntenaoce  saHow;  ihttt  tfaers  is  n^tnmefactioii  or  fnn  «ff  tiia  ab- 
domen; and  that,  thengb  the  disease  may  contimie  seyerai  yeari^  and  be 
occasionally  less  severe,  it  ahn<i8t  ooMManily  in  the  end  exhaists  the  ccdisti^ 
tution. 

llie  present  patient  was  a  mmk,  and  had  lived  mnch  in  kti  elinates;  was 
thin  and  sdRow,  and  had  gradually  loit  his  flesh  and  strength;  his  motions  very 
frequent  ahdeoptous;  liqtiid,  tthUettod  fratktf;  he  bad  ao  «M»Utiii^of  theabd^- 
men,  nor  iormina^  wor  pota  upon  presmtre. 

I  ordered  half  a  grain  of  snipbate  of  coppf  r,  with  one  graia  of  opiami  t^  kfi 
taken  twice  a-day ;  and  his  diet  to«oasi»t  of  aiilk,  arrow^-ront/stromg' bcef»tat, 
and  a  little  wine.  ^  In  four  4ay^  tha  dose  was  increase  to!'one'  giraiBk-.tHebiid 
not  taken  this  qaantity  above  five  days  before  the  stdols  W^raTC^q^IfrditA'lvo 
or  three  in  the  twenty-fbor  honrs^  and  they  were  never  afteaimjrdtiiaoiia.INI- 
merons,  except  for  one  day,  probably  from  some  aoctdeirtal.aii6i«Bp6iaofS9. 
In' a  few  morerdays  they  became  thicker,  and  from  that  time.tbaMiMi^f gene- 
rally but  one  in  tlie  tv^enty-four  honm.  On  the  iSd  of  ianaaryi^  ;i»t|)M  lels 
than  four  weeks  from  his  admiwion>  they  asanmed  a  deep  bealtki^,yelkMr,H»t^ 
occurrence  rarely,  if  ever,  witnessed  by  Dr.  Baillie,«-aa«l  they  continned^f 
this  colour.  They,  however,  became  liquid  again^  and  I  aogmdat^d  <be  dote 
to  o|ie  grain  and  a  half;  and  this  not  rendering  them  consistent,  I  angtKant«*l 
the  dose,  after  eleven  days,  to  two  grains*  Some  pain  Was  now  fett^  ia^the 
epli^s^rimn,  and  a  blister  was  applied  without  benefit;  and^  asit  app<tred 
to  arise  from  the  acrrmony  of  the  salt,  the  dose  of  Opinm  was  made  gr^  jie. 
with  the  effi*ct  of  removing  It  entirely.  The  man  found  himself  so  atrons  that 
be  desired  to  be  discfaarged  on  the  td  of  February.  He  bad  gained  flesb,  «aiid 
now  passed  bat  one  motion  in  the  twenty4bnr  hours,  solid,  and  of  tf  healthy 
appearance.    He  took  with  him  a  supply  of  medicines  fftr  a  fort  tnigkit*      ... 

[Numerous  other  cases  are  added  in  illustration ;  after  which,  Dr.  EBioMn 
continues :] 

•  I  could  greatly  extend  tills  list,  but  the  narration  of  cases  is  always  tedious, 
especially  when  they  are  so  similar,  as  such  must  necessarily  be  to  edcli  other ; 
and  the  preceding  sufficiently  illnstrate  the  power  of  the  remedy.  I  will 
therefore  ^ntent  myself  with  mentioning  the  general  results  of  my  experi- 
ence during  the  last  two  years  and  a  half  in  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  where  a 
'great  nnmber  of  sail6rs  are  admitted  labouring  under  intestinal  affections 
consequent  upon  dysentery  In  hot  cifmatis.  ■'  ^         ;     «    •■  \-\ 

'  1  am' satisfied  tliat  the  siflphate  of  copper  Is  inpc^rlor  to  etery  dlHer  ittti^ 
gent  iii>hronic  (flarrhoea;  that  It  wtit  cure  th«  diseiHe  mor6  ^fuickiy^lrite  any 
other^^'aiid  often  wli\6n  ^Ibther* fall.  •     '  '  '■ 

'Thf ei  gtiaihs'  tfired  times  a-day  iW  (he  Hirgest  qOantifjr ThavepMcHbied ; 
'but  this  if  h&ve  freqtkeiitly  ^ven.  The  dosel tisually  borne  ahd  teqifhrett  varies 
fi-om  a  grain  aiid'^lhitf  to  thr^  gneltas.  It  may  be  taken  fbt*  an  indefinite 
tinie  withontanyfearof  cDn^tittttiotlal  illcfffedts.  i     i      . . . 

I  had  t'wo  very  severe'cases,  In  which  the' quantity  of  blood  and  matter  in 
the  evacuatioils,  and  the  ^reftctietf  appt>iira«lce  of' the  (Soatftenanc6,  rendered 
tbe  existence  of  great  diseasre  of  the  inner  surface  of  the  intesftinesprelMkble, 
and  which  wouM  inost  likely  have  proved  iktal  %ut  for  the.rem<idy.'<I«iiii^«iited 
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the  eainpliinj! .^ftpra  tjna^  |ii|t„,«iiQh  ii44  b#eu  tiNe  fef^rity^of  .the  disease, 
and  40  much  fftaton  wm  Iheitt  £i^r..«pp^eheadiog  raetonteric  affectiooy  and 
thkkcaiBg<oCail*tjM  ^vMancei^  ttaainta*t»B«0,  lhat»  U  it  wa/^  omitted  for  a 
memks  Ike  .diarihina  in  aomo  mnatnee  aeftmrned.  Theaa  y»tiaats.tpok  it  be- 
vwaea  three  and  fioor  moAthiV'iv  diMes  of  twe  or  three  gi|iin«  three  times  awday, 
-wUb  no  othev  effect  than  that  ni'toontPoUing  the  disease^  and  imf  roving  tiie 
appearance  in  a  degree  which  sarprised  every  one. 

It  certainly  has  a  tendency  to  produce  vomiting  and  griping.  Oa  these  ac- 
eottttts  I- have  always  combined  it  with  opinm,  and  never,  but  in  the  first  ease, 
-  alM^th^n  only  Tor  a  week/  and,  at  the  tessatioa  of  the  disease,  veetnred  to  ex- 
hibit it  alone.  No  inconvenience  resulted,  and  I  have  generally  found  a  grain 
abd  ahalf.ofopism  snfficisnt  toprevem  even  three  grains  from  griping  in  the 
te^st.  Notwithstanding  the  vaqoestioaahle  co«operation  of  the  o|Mam  with 
ibk  Mphate,  the  fat  seperior  ih8i«  of  the  salt  is  aafing  th.e  di^ana  ims  Iwen 
repeat^Iy  proved  by  the  ptevious  fiiihitie  of  opMuaa  alnae^ee  cooibiniMl  with 
otiier  astrlogents,  end  by  the  dose  bf  opiiua  being  actaaUy  dimimshed  when 
the  <ioppef  was  snpferadded. 

^  The  disposition  to  oocasidn  sickness  h  nuieh  diminished  by  admiaisteriflg 
'ft^  Nke  all  medioiiies  inclined  to  disagree  with  tt«e  stomach,  and  intended  to 
jpass  Km  etgett  without  sensible  cieet,  in  the Ibna  of  pill,,  and  after  food  Jias 
'been- taken.  '  A  dsse-ef  it^aa  w«U  as  of  okyauieiale 4>f  mercury  or  tartiite  of 
'aattiihMiyv)whi«hwdald.c«aBBe  sickness  if  taken  in  a>Ji(}iud  ifonn.erbefi^ 
Hreahfaii)  wilt  te^banie  pexfeotiy  well,  wad  freqacotly  iaidefdia  inaeh^tenar 
'dese,  if  taken  in  she  form  of  ^11  and  after  a  meal»  .         ..> 
"  IftjthovreconuneQdittg  mraedidne  fora.  putpase.wittch»  as  ^.m:ixk|low> 
iHtfOot  %e^  ascntioned  by  any  aalhor,i  am  anaieasy  as,apeii  eirery  saieli  oe- 
«Mlpfi,  liowever  great  its  exoeUence,  not  te  excite. Sea  i»igh  a«aapectatie9»Tf- 
«et  to  appear-  4>i«teadln(^  tint  it  is  nntveisally  applicfthie»!  awd.lha4  Ataener 
•illils.    In  cases  only  in!wfaieh.aBtnngentS)are  proper*  is  il  pfoper;. and. al- 
though aifeesation  of  the  inner  eoal  of  the  imcstinas)  a«d<aeryiexteimwe  i»lae- 
^ationferill  heali  and  the  sulphate  of  copper  will  contribute  to.  the  cure  more 
than  any  other  medicine,  the  mischief  may  be  irremediable  by  any  measures : 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  chrohic  diarrhcea  is  frequently  k'Cpt  up  by  the  state  of 
mind,  by  tde  mode  of  living,  or  ti^y  the  residence;    No*  mediehte'  can  alter 
these,  and  1  knew  two  examples  of  the  ihifare  of  it  and  all  other  'remedies, 
when  a  redaovhl  f1^om  town  cared  the  disease  In  a  'ibw  days,  and  a  return* to 
the  metropoUs  was  Invariably  fbUewed  by  a  return  of  the  dikrrhofa.      " 
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.^Kiii}.  4Uaa(^  Pfv^S  PoapMEB  has  related  som^  cases  of  supposed  softening 
pf  thest4)ipach  in  ii^nts,  a  disease  to  which  the  atten^oi^of  the  profession 
has  recently  been  called,  (see  the  paper  of  Dr.GAiituNER,  in  the  Medicb- 
Chirurgical  Transactions  of  £;dii|burgh,  &c.}.  in  which  be  administered  the 
muriate  of  iron  with  apparent  advaptage*  We  say  supposed  canes,  because 
the  acteal  condition  of  the  stomach  in  cases  terminating  favourably  must 
remain  matter  of  conjecture,  and  all  that  we  can  venture  to  affirm  is,  that  the 
symptoms  of  the  children  who  survived  were  very  similar  to  those  in  tlie 
.children  who  perished,  and  in  whom  the  coats  of  the  stomach  were  found  soft- 
ca«d<  In  the* cases  ^hich  did  well  under  the  muriate  of  iron^  there  was  cpn- 
staot  vomiting,  ^ith  fre^ueoti  )oo9e>  fetid  ^(9o|s;  moaning^  and.  anxiety  of 
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contittfliairdel'bQt  Ho  teMificAii  %f  fl#R  yUbiniiii,  «or'#eiiitefaggy  'mr 'f>r erture. 
e.  hq.  foiittrti.  q.». ;  Cblifl.*5*J.f'»**!f  Wit.  lOiutti^Anib.  (S9«r^EtriiM«]ia«. 
libiff/  CftTe  beIt]i;hrt[«nt<ririia&e^li^iii(ISdlfiii%'ilielimi^^^        ^tf*  •  '>•'  ^  -/ 

gain  groaad  more  on  the  continent  than  in  this  cilnntry :  we  ose  ^irtimony, 
Hi4eec(^  teiy  free^  in  inflammatory  affi^ctipiis,  but  always  as  aiixniaiy  to 
bleeding.  We  have  often  heard  it  remarked,  with  reference  to'th!^  subject, 
that  treatment  which  might  succeed  in  It^ly  would  not  answer'in  tins  cdiih- 
try  •,  but  we  find,  from  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Bakg  {Biblioihekfar  Legir)j 
iSaa^  it  hai^  proved  successfoi  in  the  north  of  Europe,  iP^fVv-ibtit '  pattento 
were  admitted  at  the  Royal  Hospital  at  Copenhagen  with  inflamtnatbry^'afiW- 
tions  of  the  chest.  Forty-five  of  these  had  no  other  medicine'  btei^es  the 
tartarised  antimony;  seven  had  othier  remedies  in  addttibn?  all  recovered 
except  two.  It  is  proper  to  state^  however,  as  in  onr  opinion  mkteHiEiily 
affecting  the  couclosions  to  be  drawn  from  the  resnit  of  these  caiie*,  fhlit'ibti' 
greater  number  were  bled  once  before  the  remedy  was'begim.  " ' 

»      •!  .••  .  t  /•       ■       .         .  .,  ., 

^^pfiUMliM'^^flMMief'  h^ iU  SUm^^Ut.  M ar9IIi»  yam.  J^as  ti^ii  l^^ly 
o4leiifM"ia  MiMrimqptwg  •»  wd»t  tlw  f'nseh  caU  <iU  jn^tliodf^/^joterr 
m%ac7' Af  mtbibitiBf  medieiMiaf  aad,  inlhe.Nnmber.oC  tb^  JUtm^.  Medifik 
tvf  ftapl^iilifv^  h^  hrn^  fablifheda  Manois  on  the  Exhibition  of  the  SQ]||lif^te 
^JMnm hy •tint  Slu»  m^ Inttrmifet^nt Eefwrc. ^ . He  giv^ mtl  ime»  in  wbiq)^ 
Htmffimtifgimu^$hm  ad«ioHtier»d,  in  aUi>f  whicb  (except;, one,,  in  which, it 
wwImM  -MQCiswgF  -togpfeUie  n^dieiBe  iotevnajUyt)  U  prayed  faccesdfttl. 
DiVi"M«^'<«iMi(|cn'the.  yaation ♦of  the  absotbiag  .powers-  of  the  iskifi  fis 
8eti«l«i«t*b^thf»'csy«tinwnts  of  Bicuat^  Pit^pu<tf  Chaijssisr^  Ai'tiiB^Ty, 
Mi4'4lDWSMi...  Bnt,  altowiag  «  d^ubt  to  exist  aa  to  .the  power  oJT  absorl^ 
w^vm^mini^wi^  are  iinply  «ppUe4  to  the  akio,  it  does  not  apply  bei^»  e«  io 
this  method  the  epidennis  it  proviootly  scmoved  by  a  blister.  /<  The^  f^^f 
depffife4  ofJti  epidennis,?'  says  l)r*  Bfar^  <*  ppssesses  a  power  of  al^9fi[|^ 
ing  so  great  and  so  manifest,  that  it  admito  not  of  doubt.  Who  does  i^ 
know  the  terrible  tfects^f  eabpca»  enithe  tftmm  of 8etpen$s»  tfaiif  iptrf ^Hif^ 
into  the  bodyjt  .Dr.X*EUBD]t$  istbe  first  wbck  proposed  AhiatecMoo'ef  fkt 
skin  as  a  new  metiiiQd  of  giYing  medipiQea;  and  wished  to  assure  myself  of  the 
r^spjta  of  a  pyetl^od  whidi  appeared  likely  to  be,  so  useful."^  Th^  method  he 
nses  will  be  best  shown  by  transcribing  one  of  his  pases, 

Claire  Bels,  se tat,  thirty-four,  was  seized,  in  the  beginning  of  September, 
l'826,  with  remittent  fever^  vfhich  was  stopped  in  a  month  by  means  of  the 
sulphate  of  quina,  given  internally.  Fifteen  days  after,  a  quotic^ah  mte'rmit- 
tent  showed  itself.  The  fever^  which  at  first  was  slight,  b^'coniing  severe^ 
sh^  entered  the  Hdtel  Dien,  December  isth,  with  the  Allowing  symptoms;— 
Face  flushed,  heat  of  skin,  slight  moisture;  pulse  strong,  bounding,  and  fre« 
%,^ent;  tongue  red  and  dry;  frequent  cough ;  pain  in  the  cfiest^ increased  on 
cpughiog;  alight  headache;  the  other  functions  natural.— She  was' it>lecl  to 
eight  ounces,  and  ordered  pectoral  medicine,  witd  low  diet. 

I9th. — A  return  of  fever.    A  blister  was  applied  to  the  arm. 

20th^  Perfectly  calm.    The  blister  rose  well.    Six  grains  of  Sulphate  of 
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Qaina in  p«wder  was  tprMled  oa  llw  Witttr,  >«iid'  tbe  wound  covered  witii 
beet>leiiTe9.<~Al  ftoOD^  tlie|»rox9Mn  omne  on  as  boibvc*  Bfivter  yery  poiofnU 

3!lo(i>4'<GHttt'paia  III'  the  antov^fRhteb-nr ««rMleii  snared.-  8^  gnuns'  more 
of  iheQataR mvm  put tofr ^Ae WoihmI.  ^If #>lMrar •Iewda9w*-4n. tbe :«ianlBf » 
great  pain  n-oin  ftte  ^on]id)'*tn4|i%itira«poalHee  of  •toveoA^iMftlHRVO  applied. 

Std.^A  bad  mgfatt'nmeb^nAiriiig^  ao  ftt^t'&uimg  <he  dag^i  Cootiaao 
tile  cataplasm. 

' '  tSd.—A  qatet  night  -,  scarcetj  any  paki^  andntf  "istlSbeM  of  th^-ariM.  '^i^ 
return  of  fever. 

;^4t&—'llie  patient  18  doing  welt  Sttgiitpaittfromf  tiieblUlm»dpfnt;jf6od 
•nppBr^OB.    No  retom  of  feven 
'    )r6th.-^Tiie  wountl  is  nearly  faealbda  Bcareelyiany>  pain ;  «•  fever. 

Slst.  --The  patient  iias  quite  recovered,  andbas  been  ditmiued  tmvedl 

Ur.  M.  soon  observed  thal^  by  mixiaff  the  quiM  ivitb  fbe  iceratetwilh  %fii<A. 
the  l^lister  was  dressed,  the  violent  affect  A  of  the  salt  ob  thtt«  wouad  HVel«1nio» 
derated,  and  its  absorption  net  at  all  retarded. 

|o  f  nnmerating  tbe  advantages  of  this  -n^de  (»f  miimkAB:b»a^)iibeli  'qimi% 
Dr.  M«  remarks  that  patients  who  'caDD6t  or  witt/mat  take. the  )q|aantit7^or 
medicine  necessary  for  tfaexr  core,  vfiiy'iit  Hi^ my  boimHigbtsiider  its.itafla* 
ence,  witlioiit "their  beiBg  aware  of  it  J»-eliildreii  aAo)*wtiere  H  iaieonie* 
times*  nearly  impossible  to^  giveasedibine'  lateniatly,  ithis'taMde  nay  be 
advantageous.  In  some 'teases  of  Hitentfitliiit^fayer^^wiittrei^eogailiBaav^ 
inflamMatioit'of  fhe^toBmefr^r  teteatfaet^pwaeiit  *iftotMnidi<«lilbilio«  of 
qniVi2^,'^8  new  method  ^ottld answer.'"  Humtiltaimi  atoe<haaiBditkwimM»iag 
itnmedkVely'by  the  bowelr,-  aiidWr  Ai#  way  thtfiwi  daeaa  aia  ciniiaiy>Mst  t 
im  lb  Avoided  in  giving 'ft  throngh  IM  medfimeT'llie^sklDj 
ta^e'^oihted  ovt  is,  that  there  is  no^HilMdoif  to  wlrft< 
pai'olysm,  but  ft' may  be  appliM  lit  toy  peAoi'itffiSi^^^eKfn  it  appeam  lila^ 
tbat^  j)^beittg  carried  into  the  bft»od  wilhiMit')ai(ef«iiea^i«MWh  siMrileiFdiMei! 
of  UWilT^stop  the  course  ofthe'dlieaAe  ihafiDHtea  gtv«b-'by'tlte>sila«iA«b. 
Ute  ^iilmtit^bf  the  sulphate' necessary  t6  stop^  tlw -ftveri  wian  mnrnvkEfh- 
nsA\yi  1^  fi-om  lis  to  twelve  grams ;  when  itpplftediio  the*  A  in,  aibont  four  frafim 
w^sfitfe^  in  mifd  cases. 

iniV'6i)Iy  objeetbh  to  this  phm  appeah^  tobe^tMribMiletifcfieaMMMeei' 

-^iV/Mi'dra^S  i6k  foilowing'bbllcl1isi6nl^f^-^  llMr«ie^lpliaMro«i]aiiM,. 

a{)plted'  t^  the  dermis,-  denuded  by  meana  of  a  1Miar^*stopsf  the  ptl0grcsi  tit 

lUterriiltibtif  fever,  when  umtaiAg  is'  opposed  to  its^d>eoTpttori.    ' 

tdf'*Tiiiil^tat  opemres  in  these  diseases  ^ym'^ftoMatiaad-'ipecifiioi*  aad  tio* 

by  Tevulsiv^  or  any  locat  action. 
'.af^.-Tlifc^SorptienisVeryramd.  ^  . 

''^^^e  salt  th^  abio^bediBuilieesiii'lMillef  dasba  tlutt  wlita^livtrr 

stomacV.   *  ♦ 

5th.  The  snipbate  applied  to  the  skin  in  powder  caoses  great  mflamntHHittfe 
6ih\  "the  sulphhte  kixed'wlth'derate  tftraset's^areeiyaiiy  painttritflamllia* 

tioni    '     ;•  '  "•■  ...'■.:.  ,...,..,. 

ttb.  JTtiis  mi^dlcin^^  Viilttable'fbrtidmilliBterii^  tbeiiniiui  to  eertaift  patieniH 
in  Wmpfeintermittetits,  may^  become,  a  )^if6alf'r«aobnfeHnaMain^<tt^ 
dangerous  and  obstiusite  filters.    '        *  ^       v.    .      '  ..,.-.. 
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Thtf6\hwmgohif»rWtiot^mm'fr9m  aClnucal  iMtere,-  adivend  by. Dr. 
BAtLtMOACL,'ftt  tImcoiiciiMiM  of  Mi  Mintter  ccwMy  «827t-^ 

theitDpdrtaiiceof  the-disettMiMivboiit  fr«otmr««oftbeiieckofthe  t^h4»ofle, 
cofMidering  the  disting«ii^«d  flnrgeoos  Who  have  taken  put  Ha  it ;  bat  friale 
seferal  peinu  comM^efed  ^wittf  this  eoofti^siverty. are  still  endeeided,  I  QMMity 
pendente  lite^  be  peitnitted  to  solicit  y  oar  attention  to  a  diviftton  of  ffkcMm 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  tbi|^b«iie  oapafble  of  immedlato  practioatappiiett. 
.ttoo.  I  woatd  divide  these IVaohires  into  sndi  as  ocear  in  tlmt  patt  of  the 
bone  above  the  BM8eahirinftertioi»^<«fld>«ooh  as  ocenr  at  or  belo^v'tho  point 
at  wbiehih^se  mnscvlar  •biMi'tiORs  coffloawoe :  that  is^  i&to  fhiot«r«irabo?e 
the  tfoduHiten;  Iracilnrea  paoing^'throilgh'tlMse  pioeessost  and  ftaeUires  iai- 
mediKtely  t«KHr  tli«m,-«>«f  eaob  of  ^ithieh  there  are  pomorotu  vaciatiet.  •  • 

\tk  theiSnt  case,  it  is  obvioaa  that  «m  have  no  command  over  the -head  and 

neck  of  the  bone,  except  'tbroagh  the  mediom  of  tta  ligameiilMii  ^nneaiom 

with  the  pelvis,  and  everjr  eontrivanee  calcolatad  t»  ensure  the  snodes»(i6l 

tr^iftment  of  this  accident,  matt  htm  in  view  tha  fixtote  of  tUe  peivls,  aauPcH 

at  of  the  thigh.bone/ThelWb^m«y  be  placikd  either  iaithe  bent  or  eifteaded 

pdstvre;  bat- the  ibrmer*!  consider  the  "beat  ivhe«evetwe.  have  afi  appatatna 

Mflciebtly  peifcctlbr  keepfitag'thefarti'ia  appoifliDn, 

'  In  thie  second  case,  that  of  fracture  throi|gh  the  trochanlav^.we  bave>.bath 

portions  of  tlie  bone  acted  opoiit  and  soipfitimes  rotate^  in  opposite  directions 

by  tftO'  Mselefimplantediaic^  lSmxt\  and  henoa.  we  ado  enabled  to  eaplaaa  tiie 

fraetareoftthis  part  of -Hie  bone^th/  hwctnen  of  the  toes;  i|a  :0fic«irreai3e 

wIMi  wa»ioa|f  agotiavfleed  by.Pasband/{!etity  bnl;  of  .which  the  Cmn  an^inuu 

4hNi  has  otdytfeevMlybacflf  givanby  Mr.  Onthne,  o£X>ondu%  and  Mr.%nie, 

of*  thia  -  city ,'  eaidi  «of •  whom'  'baa  niiel  widb  an  tinstanee  of  this  variety*  •  Of  i  ts 

treatment  I  apeak  with  grtal  diffidence,  tMoauie  I  speak  without  any  penonal 

experience;  baf  I  amdispeeed  to  thinlL  that,. in  most  cacps,' the  tendency  of 

the  limb  to  deviate  from  4b^  natural  position  win  be  bea|  copnteiaotnd  >i^ 

keeping  it  hi  the  extended  pottate  by  means  .of  Boycr^,  I>qraiBdf Sy^or 

Ragedom*s  apparatus;  the'neritaand  defects  af  each  of  which  I  emieavoufed 

to  expbdn  to  you. 

In  the  third  eaa^,  ttat  «f  IbactnM  hamediately  below  tlm  tandpntota^the 
Bmb  ought,  I  Chhdi^,  ufiifonMly  n»be^Iaeed.in.<h«|.bent'posiiion...Itlamrbafm 
weir  observed,  thatiu  1hi»*teMaEn<e^  no^  snodi6cnit|om  xtf  <fee^amide!d4ioatm»* 
Willanswer ;  for,  suppOsing^thi  pMlenjI  p|ae6don>his  haaki  tbepMiaifiilacUon 
of  thfe  psoas  magnus  and  iHacus  infemvs  mariclcs,  .iaseated  into,  the  trfJBhanter 
minor,  wiU  raise  or  bend  the  upper  ftagment  of  tbe.  hmiem|ion:tlM  (p^hria, 
nMe  itfs  Obvious  thaft  all  atiteal|»ta4n<eatandylo  l«vei,>oe  toiiaiireiittfaa  AUw- 
tior  fragment  of  the  bone  will  tend  lo  aepaaate  the  hraiQm  ewdsfiroin  each 
otlieir. '  • 

I^wcMd  titereibre  press  upon  your  attention  these  tbre»  varieties  of  fliis 
accident,  as  more  capable  of  being  recogniaed  in  practice,-  and  better  «aicw- 
lated  to  le^d  to  a'determinate  and  successful  mode  of  treatasent.  Inllie  first 
tase,  the  position  of  the  limb  may  be  optional;  in  the  second^  I  am  iaaliattd  to 
confer  the  extended  posture  the  best;  and  in  the  third,  the  bent  position 
should  invariably  be  adopted. 
In  eadi  of  the  canes  which  have  led  to  these  observatioBs,  we  had  all  tbe 
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iisaal  diagnoitici  of.fractare  above  the  troehaatefSy-^ftaelam  wiOiinthe  cap- 
fmlar  ligamenti;  we  had  the  limbi  dbofWB^  in  Sedler*s  case  to  the  extent  of 
aiKiBdi,  and  hi  3te««B90li*a  case  ta  th«  uixlmit  >fl6  mtmah.  aiid>,a!ih»l^rtthe 
space  between  the  tivchwiteri  mid  ore^»  of  the  ilia  in  both  cases  diminished , 
.*«4he'«ffOcbao«effa  fHat>ng.4doa9  wilfatboftbofts  of  the  bones, ^tbc  eversion 
of  Hie  te^»-^attd  the  sen^  el  «f  epHos  on  o»te»di»g  and  rotating  the  limbs. 
'Fliey  have  both  apparentlj  obtahied a  preUy-finn  Tennioo,  bnt  whether  of  « 
boojf attire oriMt  h  is  impossiMe  to  say.  These  eases^.you  will  observe, 
fPCvebOthtfleaMdintiieetteiidedipofttare^'as  practised  by  the  French  smr- 
geonai  but  this  More  ftiom  a  staseof  the  impei-fectieQ  of  4he  apparatus  which 
«re  possess  for  reluning  them  in  the  bent  position^  than  iroM  my  own  convio- 
iiMf^tlthe  «d«anti^»  of ^tho intended  one*  An  early  bias,-  dttrived  perhaps 
froilrtbestnd|^e£lir.  Pea's  wntingsiiothiasnbjeot,  and  the  observation  th«t 
«NB4MibaiMlttandly>M  mtothe  ht^ntpemtioii  d«jnns«leop,|iave  made  me  hmg 
incline  lei  thiB^munli  adoption  of  ite  bint  posAnre  In  the  treatment  of  fractures 
•(tf^1llleJlQ1M^  MUmwKtieft;  and  for  lRaipt»imng  this  posture  the  best  cyntriv- 
nntftaiaiUi  wtefa  I  am  aeqoainted  are  the  bedi»  of  Mr.  Henry  Earle  and  of 
rBinrAmefbnti$r»  the  coBfltrti«jtt«n  of  wWeh  I  endeavoured  to  explain  to  yon  by 
iBoaw  ^4lie:pi*t€h^atteDhfed  to  their  resf>ective  works*  For  fractures  in  the 
iotiMW  part'jof  th*  thigii  or  leg,  I  would  recommend  to  your  notice  the  ^lint 
««mlm?ed  by  Miv  Maeintyre,  of  Newcastle,  which  yon  have  frequetffiy  seen 
roe  use  in  thU  house,  and  wirieh  I  oensider  one  of  the  best  modification*  of 
the^louble  inclined  plane*  .  . 

KMeulM  m  the  Ptrineum.^ln  the  case  of  Thoinas  Banks,  also  a  patient  (^ 
Df.  H«iiter*8,  yon  saw  a  very  extraordinary  occnrrence^lhe  lodgment  of  a 
laegCHsned  scone  in  thie  perineum,  communicating  with  a  small  fistoions  open- 
ing exterhailly,  but  haviag  no  commuhication  with  the  canal  of  the  urethra, 
litis  patient  was  aidmitted  on  the  Mhbf  April,  hnd  stated  ibat,  about  eight 
•years  ago,  a  tumorfdrmed  in  the  seat  of  the  opening  in  the  perineum  ,r-that 
thiatBihor'bnrtt  spentanemBly,  and  that  the  orifice  bad  never  since  dosed. 
He  hftdnever  experienced  any  difficulty  in  voiding  Ins  water ;  none  of  it  held 
evereacaped  by  the  Sinits;  norlmdhiscemplaintseverdebaiaretl  him  from  hi* 
"nsnai  nvocntibAsv  hi  thb  case,  6ns  flnft  impression  was,  that  the  bard  body 
felt  in  the  perineum  was  an  exfoliation  from  the  ischium ;  but  Dr.  Hunter,  on 
introducing  the  probe;  conceived  it  to  be  acaicttlns,immediatel>  cot- down 
tqynfcHtl  nnd  reineved  it  by  means  of  a  pnur  of  dressing  forceps :  the  wound 
gmnnlated  kindly,  and  the  patientms  dismissed  cm^  on  the3Qth  of  April, 

'Ihia  conemion,  which  weighed  etf^tymine  gmins,  was  senVto  Hr.  Turner 
for  amripis^  and  in  a  note  from  Urn,  which  I  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  to 
yoo,  it  is'stitmlto'consist  of  **  the  carbonate  and  phosphate  of  lime,  together 
with  attttle  anftnal  mattery*  thus  differing,  I  believe,  essentially  in  ito  compo^ 
sitien  irmn  noy  of  the  numerous  calculi  from  the  human  bladder  which  have 
been  analysed  by  Marcet  or  others.  Spme  concretions  akin  to  this  have,  I 
think,  been  found  in  the  bladders  of  the  inferior  animate ;  but,  supposing  the 
nndeus  of  this  formatiou  to  have  come  from  the  patient's  bladder,  how  and 
when  did  it  escape  from  the  urethraf-^how  did  it  increase  to  its  present  siae? 
—how  did  the  aperture  in  the  urethra  dose  over  it?  and  how  did  all  this  Uke 
place  witfiont  any  imiptdiaMntto  the  excretion  of  the  patiient's  urine?  ^^^^ 
the  difficnity  in  solving  some  of  these  questionsy  and  from  <he  cottaliiiient 
partvor.lhisenneratMiiyitcaaacftrcoly,  perhaps^  be  thought  tohnve  orijgi^ 
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iMteilte  «b<rMt«hlHr)ellMit^«9tllitMiii  iMt/lmMd*wfaujMAm  iifcwnnitil>with 
tfafe  •Htraordiowy >eaio.  :(.IMd,)  t   ^    i.   •       • 

divided  the  wiadpipeaa  toch  a  mwwerr  t^M^.f^wOnOf.lbf  ms^^m^f^iifi^fkf 
detached  ikt.ilieicwilMrtMPipar^  ai»d,werfkAyBto'iP^t«MAe4^Va(l^  a»#frtioa 
of  leclliilfwriVHMiilMwn, ,  Xl^gr  pere  mmoved^  t^  lipAiOf  t^^wpupd  tooght 
together  .hg.#«tfHPO  lUMJi  haodagey  ,iMwi.  lamityiy^tiop  to^k  |^ce»f!ftj|tti«iii(  any 
Jftt»la»  ikiiift<nh  ,th9r»w»i  4000  of^  »ubetaiM;«»-  iU}^  the,wpnn4*  adiiiutM<  the 
lMilA;e<w«  vh#<hlh9thta4iMfaa.h9«U  ,The.v/^«(9ikk>Atio«thf  tot,W^^iilpt, 
but  afterwArd»fmtw(aedy„a(lho«gh4t  s^iwaini^  ,Iun^^m.  .^ii^^Uf  ;P4ii|ff..aie 

JIMIltiOfMd  hy,X«f  |i»KY^  ,.  .    H.-ii      •)' 

.  4ffUfiUiQn  fftJkke  Hffdr^tadc  Aci4.  W  .C^tes  of  He^e9.'^lii  a  j^^cepX  ^|^ber 
of  RiiftT'«»  MagWM^»  ^Qiaejcai^s  ai;e.i;eGei;ded,,o.ri)^rp^tic  di9Qa9$sp^,yr(ii^.^?re 
reliefed  by  the  external  ase.of  this  reoaedy*. ,  X  4rachm  and  a.  half  of,  t^.npid 
oiaed  w^tfa^  /yi^phoi.  or,  r^c^wM^f  .J)^fM  thiq  form  ii>.  which  it  v^^^^iffp^yed. 
The  UAr  waa  prefemed.where.it  was  feared  ^e  .alcoli^l  tmigfM.jiff^dv^,^ 
CF^ta,#ciiRM)iof  jmtalipiin  „.  ,  ,     .i 

X^ion  for  Dartr€$» — M.  LiSFRAMch^s  lately  used,  with  ahccess,  in  cases 
of  obstinate  dartre,  a  lotion  eomposed  of  asolation  of  the  Chloride  of  Soda. 
lie  first  subdues  the  symptoms  of  inflammation,  and  then  uses  the  lotion, 

.      MIDWIFERY,  ..  ..   ,  ., 

AeHm.'^  B§nm  m  ihe  Uienuu-rTm^  German,  phy«cifins„.B«4{|i^A(}|ik  md 
ViOAHBiJbsfe  BoeoBumMided.  boraR.  in.  di^uU  ilab(HW,.M>c9Ve<tu««^  of 
jihie^Ili«¥ii  v£aa«b«m«s»  oi  DO^  h«»,bi9eiuA4liaf44Q  MW»i<i>ff|ij|i«pw 
CMct|  m  9D0ftt  of.  which  he  hai  found  the  pains  become  more  reg^^  und 
aiotayiiwwAll  nnitmits^tthihilioftyjbpfcjie  imootfael  lalMM  th#t/jbi«^ffect 
iMtti  always  •Gauged  by  the  remedy  in^iRiattfioii*  .jTh^i^tonot^th^iiloi^BjiB 
AnhiahMa  filwafvalia^SiavaidaliiM<TM««^tfi^'^^  f^  efK^JUHfrntUge 

«^i<<^^M^W»»h>hj|wt.eppffiMkd^uiflle»i«iiP^^ 

J«iffi(»/  there.  hMh0eA/i|.I93edfgiona.Cj»^  .^  kot^  ,mfi^Sifi^ml^ 

40»IMl«f)dit(ii^^i}Ay  iio^o^m^fi  :ip^ 

. .  4^eimeheiiftm$  af^r  the  Death  of  the  J^ethgr^-rDr,  Klaatsch*  of  Berlin,  has 
related  ^in  the^<sx;Ar^<  y^r  dUr  ShataartMeikwide,)  the  case  of  a  pregnant 
49Piiki^  who  /ifti  supposi^  iahafj(,  \iw^  pqpfomd  by.  her  h»b^  «itlU4?ipBi^> 
«D  aonaaqneoa^jof  .which ■  aiwpjyioii.  the  bodyiwaa.disinterjred  A  lfttN»Ml.#U«i!t.<f^ 
k$d  hewn  byieit,,:  The.fiu;i^of  het  JtaKio^heett^yfti^ottad  wai^,thRa»iffArtaii)f|d9 
•od-jUictb^  saW^mir.ihe  pbellomeQaa.w«»^di»covfl»d»oC;«  f<9Mia8»jiW»P^the 
fcuwilh.noMth.  Igiug  h^waen^he  liugh«.,of  the  woman  >..th«.jivcfDtt«hAlQept 
fairiQg»Mk#«pjac^^ltef.hfic  dMitlfct  Xo«]iplaip.thM.ckcwii«t»iMyw<<^<<^^ 
caaea related* hy  vawiMis.4imhoia,.nr^ Klaal<HA>Mmpffi^,  tfaatihe  e^tUrifit^^AP 
«^'*,fMwtity,fl^ffiainihehguhi»$woa  hgc^m—  a.m»fihimuwJ.cwiiig>qC.  tN.iWt- 
paMoii  of  the  (pOiUp  accomp«we4  ift  gi9aeiB|.,|i(i4ii  WWNjM&^'V^"'' 


Secale  Cornutum^^  Exiracihn  of  Morphia.       4fl9 
whiok  U  AeiKtaiiM&.liy.  4|Ks,oompM«  it«tei<ifr.c«Uwti9ii  of  lli»t*  ^«i^    .The 

lished  inlS^te.  ..•■..  r. .    !^  ...- . 

.8M«fe  •Comamm,^^*,  Ooi^tt  ia»  kil^y  prtkIMb<HA  wi  inVei^sliiii^ -paper 
upon  tli«  poWen  df  t^iR  m«dieitiel  He  bw^  brongtit  lof filler- tb^  opfnion!)  of 
prectiti0tierff-of  varfoiis  «<mfitri««,  aad  IhHft  ftllfhe  tMtiitioay  belta^  eiili«cted 
tl>e!Mk>wtii^  inftrences  are  drawn : ' 

Tke  secale  comnfnm  excites  uterine  edntlrHCtiMft  itiii4iig  labour. 

We  may,  wi^bbnt  appreheiision,  ttMintster  tw«  '<dnMAAis  ttid  a  bttlf^  if  Hot 
*t  one  40se,  at  least  in  dWfded  doftes  fir  the  e^nrae  of  a  ftrwhouM. 

The  tttefine  contraction^  prodneed  by  thU  reibedy  are  aAiMUy  manifeated  by 
pinoaki  the  limibar  re^on,  wMcbmdnaflty  beemDe'<j[«icbcr, and  are  at  leBi^ 
either  <;onsttinf  or  remittent.    Aft^r  A6me  time  Che^  rea^e  entinHy* 

llie  action  of  this  medicine,  given  in  moderate  dos^s^  is  ^iXck ;  it  eontliHies 
from  one  to  three  hours,  and  may  be  renewed  by  a  repetition  of  the  dose. 

'Sft  cannot,  with  propriety,  administer  ^eseciile  cornntuin  when  delivery 
?H  obstructed  by  any  mechanical  obstacle.    It  is  only  ns^iit  when  inereaiied 
*  riterrhe  contractions  are  required. 

It 'does  not  angment  the  rigidity  of  the  neek  of  the  utems,  and  mb}  be  given 
Sefbte  Hiat  part  is  dilated. 

It  is  not  only  useful  in  hastening  delivery  in  eases  of  inertia  Af  the  uterus; 
bnt  it  is  equally  serviceable  in  expelling  retained  placentap,  in  checking  he- 
morrhage which  depends  uport  the  non-contraction  of  the  uterus,  by  caitsing 
a  discharge  of  the  clots  of  blood  with  which  that  viscus  may  be  filled. 

When  the  secate  cornntnm' has  been  ^Ven  during  labonr,  hemorrhage  very 
rarely  talies  place  after  delivery. 

The  diminution  of  the  lochits,  which  has' been  mentioned  in  several  works 
n  dtie  eif^t  of  this  substanee^,  has  been  observed  bm  in  a  very  few  cibies. 
'    The  aeettle  cornntnm  dofes  not  prodnce,  in  delioata  and  nervous  women, 
ttiose  bad  effects  wbich  have  been  apprehended,  fVom  the  statem^nta  of  iome 
writers. 

As  ft  is  capable  of  provoking  abortion*  it  should  never  be  gitran  witbont 
tlie  sanction  of  a  medical  practitioner. 

To  obtain  the  fall  effects  of  the  secale  cotiHitnm,  the  following  directlMUs 
Mnat  be  aittended  to  :--It  ahonld  be  «sed  the  same  year  it  is  colle^cd.  It  most 
1>o1ccpt  hi  a  well-cfosed  bottle,  and  should  neither  be  bruised  nor  powdered 
imfR'  flio  moment  it  is  lo  be  employed*  The  powder  is  the  most  eificaeioiu 
form  in  wbich  this  medicine  can  be  given.    {Jownuil  des  Progres  de»  8eUmi$,) 


PHARMACY. 
ExifditiiM  ^  Mdr^Ma  frem  dry  P&fpp  Uetdif  by  M.TiLLOT.--«ltfAke  nn 
a^beoos  extract  of  the  heads, '  add  alcohol  to  the  eatract,  aeparate  the  alco- 
>  taOlic  solution,  and  distil  it ;  by  tbii  m&ins  the  gummy  matter  is  separated. 
An  extract  lil^e  ay  nip  will  be  obtained  by  the  diattUation,  whichy  being  healed 
to  make  it  thinttier,  and  of  the  consistency  of  treacle,  is  to  be  again  treated 
with  ateohol ;  a  separation  of  moi»  gnm,  withmncb  nitrate  of  potash',  will  be 
effected,  llie  solntion  being  withdrawn,  is  to  be  distilled,  and  tiie  extract 
which  will  remain  is  to  be  acted  open  by  a  si^cient  quantity  of  water,  and 
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filtered,  to  sepvate  tbe  reifai^iis  matter  i>r«^eiit  The  morf hta  i^y  ttlen  be 
separated  from  this  liquid,  either  by  aminonia,  carbonate  of  ^da;  or  nitfjgnetia. 
Ammonia  does  not  precipitate  all  the  morphia;  carbonfite  of  soda  precijjita^ 
a  large  qaantity,  but  it  separates  reniooofl  matter  also^  which  is  found  mingled 
iHth  the  morphia*  Magnesia  is  preferable ;  bot^  as  the  liquid  contains  much 
free  acetic  acid,  it  is  expensive  to  employ  the  necessary  qaantity  of  pure 
magnesia :  the  liquid  may  therefore  be  partly  satorated,  whibt  hot,  by  carbo- 
nate of  magneaia,  or  efen  by  carbonate  of  lime.  A  jadgment,  vrlfen  no  taotk 
most  be  added,  mnst  be  formed  fro'tn  the  efTerreseence;  then  pure  magnesia 
is  to  be  added,  which  will  cause  the  liberation  of  .ammonia ,  the  whole  H  to 
be  left  for  twenty-foar  hoars  to  cool ;  being  then  filtered,  the  precipitnte  is 
to  be  washed,  and,  when  dry,  acted  npon  by  alcohol*  Operating  in  this  man- 
oar,  morphia  may  be  obtamed  from  all  kinds  of  popples.  (Jtmtniii  <^$eU^ce^ 
from  the  BulL  Ume») 

MISCELLANEOUS.  .       o 

ProfetnontU  fees.    (From Mr.  Wadd^s  ilfems.  MaximMi  imd.Mem9W9,)> 

Much  cnrioas  material  might  be  collected  illostratiye  of  individual  and^^a- 
tional  notions,  both  in  ancient  and  modern  timies,  as  to  the  '*  quiniam  me* 
roi^**  or  honoraiioa,  to  professional  men. 

The  Chinese  proceed  on  the  principle  of  ''  no  cure  no  pay  :*'  the  termina- 
tion  of  the  case,  therefore,  decides  the  fee ;  except  ia  court  practice,  where  a 
very  effectaal  method  is  taken  of  stimulating  professional  akill,  by  atoppiag 
the  salary  during  a  royal  indisposition. 

In  Portugal,  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  pay  the  doctor  by  preaentip^  him 
his  own  portrait.  Mr.  T.,  an  English  surgeon,  who  cured  a  servant  of.  the 
royal  family  of  a  dangerous  wound  in  the  abdomen*  was  rewarded  by  ha?iiig 
hi»  picture  hong  up  in  Lapa  church,  standing  by  the  patient's  bed,  with  the 
Virgin  Mary  above,  who  had  enabled  him  to  perform  the  cure.  (Souikajf^ 
Spaitu)  Occasionally,  however,  the  faculty  have  met  with  rougher  treat- 
ment: thus  Austrigilda,  wife  of  Gontram  king  of  Burgundy,  bad,  in  com|>ii- 
ance  vrith  her  dying  request,  her  two  physiciane  slain,  and  buried  with  her. 
Theae  were  probably  the  only  two  medical  gentlemen  who  were  ever  privi- 
leged to  lie  in  the  tombs  of  kings.  On  the  other  hand,  on  the  death  of  Pppc 
Adrian^  the  night  after  his  decease,  the  door  of  his  chief  physician^  waaorn^ 
mented  with  garhmds,  with  the  inscription,  '*  To  the  deliverer,  of  bis 
country.'' 

The  following  are  some  of  the  most  ancient  fees  oo  record  2  • . 

Erasistratns  had  60,000  crowns  from  Seleucus,  for  discovering,  the. disorder 
•f  his  SOB  Antiochue,  .mi  u 

Alcon,  celebrated  by  Martial  for  his  dexterity  in  curing  herniaa  1^  ia^ms^f 
waano  lesf»  nobly  remunerated  by  the  public,  who  repaid  him,  in  the  «oi^r^  of 
a  few  years*  practice,  ten  millions  of  sesterces,  which  he  had  lost  by  a  law*- 
suit.  # 

Aruntius,  Calpetanus,  Rubrius,and  Albutiua,  for  their  attendance  «m|  the 
Emperor  Augustus,  and  his  two  immediate  successors,  bad  each  an  annual 
salary  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  sesterces,  equal  to  two  thousand 
pounds  of  English  money. 

r  Petrus  Apenensis,  a  physician  of  Padua,  in  the  thirteenth  century,  we  find 
refusing  to  go  out^of  the  town  to  see  a  patient,  under  150  francs  a-di^.  When 
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sent  for  ti>  Voi^  Hfbtioiiariiis  tV.,  Tte  liemanded  '400  dncats  acUy.  (Vaniet 
JUnden^tScriptorUtus  Medicis.) 

llie  mod^  and  manner  of  remanerating  medical  sartices  in  tbc  earty  pe- 
riods of  o|ir  owQ.coantryv  we  may  learn  from  the  ibRowing  items: 

154.'^.  Edward  III.  granted  a  peosion  of  sitEpence  a>day  to  his  apotli«cary, 
Oodpsas  d0  Gnngelftnd..  4ad  ''  Ricardas  Wye,  chimrgicus,  habet  dnodecim 
deoariosper  ^iem  et  octo  marcas  per  aanom,  pro  vadiis  suis  pro  vita.*' 

f>^t.45/£d.  ni.  **  Quod  Wilfietmns  Holme  Simrgicas  Regis  pro  vfta 
ddapossit.  fogare,  capere,  et  asportare  omnimodas  feras  inipilbns  cnnqoe 
forestjs,  cbaccis,  ^rcik  et  warrennis  regM  " 

•  In  the  court  of  the  kings  of  Walea,  the  phyniciaii,  or  snrgeon,  wa^  the 
twelfth  person  in  rank,  and  appears  to  have  had  by  law  certain  establi^d 
fees.  For  curing  a  flesh-wolMid  that  wainot  dangerous,  he  was  allowed  n» 
other  perquisite  than  such  of  the  garments  of  the  wounded  person  as  wtrt 
stained  with  blood ;  b^t,  for  curing  ai\y  pf  the  three  dangerous  or  mortal 
wounds,  he  was  allowed  a  fee  of  180  pence,  and  his  maintenance,  besides  the 
blood'^ttained  ganmenlBu  ^ 

'^Alnong  tlt«  expenees  of  the  Earl  of  Gmnherlaad^  in- the  sevenleeiitb  year 
<)ftHiairyiVUl.,  wo  iMve  %iUin»  in  n  ravard  paid  by  tny  \t*d  tp  a  yl^nloiail 
of  Cambridge,  the  17th  of  June,  £u"  *<  Itmi  to  a  pbysickast  WflstmiiialaiVi 
fmfi  Mying  My  lord>  watery  ivd;'*  (fVidtiikt9'$  C*0a^h  P-  SS3  ) 
^  Itt^-HdMi's  Histoid  «!'  Waftrnwland,  to1«1,.|u99,  is  a  cariona  iadentviai 
iHafwiaeB  Hk  WM^fii^nokfm^  kmC  and  adoictoa  td  pbjMac*  who  aras  0  Ipva 
j£*iO.  to  cure  him  of  an  asthma. — 18tb  year  of  Henry  VIII. 

Oar  pbysioifi|iii»  saiys  ^aw,  i^re  aUo.wad  Uf  be  men  of  skill  in  their,  profas- 
aiki/  and  well  versed  m^her  parts  of  learning.  We  do  not  often  suffer  by 
llieir  fgoonuMe ;  bat  th^  gs«at  grievance  here  is,  that  the  inferior  people  ara 
«MiUone  hy  the  exprhitanoe  ^f  tl^eir  fe^  Half  a  crown  is  looked  open  a»  n 
gteat  lee  in  Ho|land»  ^  phyficijin  sooras  to  toooh  any  metal  buttgold  with 
ita^'  and  oo^r  aargtoas  are  still  m^re  uarrasonable,    (Stow,  voLii.  p.  566.) 

la  a  bo»k  Called  **  MvamfQ  Infirmi»"  the  asnal  fees  to  pliyaicians  and 
^hkorj^Mias  at  that  tiwe^iroo,)  are  thus  stated  i-^^'*  To  a  graduate  in  physio^ 
Ids  due  4s  abeot  tai^  shillings,  thoiigh  he  commonly  expects  or  demands 
twenty.  Thpsa  that  are  only  lioensed  physicians,  their  due  is  no  more  than 
tHek'  idillliags  and  eight  pence,  though  they  eammonly  demand  ten  shIUtngs.  4 
aurgeon^s  fee  U  twelve  pence  a  mile,  be  hb  journey  far  or  near ;  tea  groais  t# 
aeta  bone  broke,  or  ont  of  joint;  and  for  letting  blood,  one  shilling;  the 
c  atting  off,  or  ampotatiaa)  of  any  limb,  is  Ave  poands;  but  there' is  no  itettln 
pHcelbr  the  enre." 

In  modern  times  (1737,)  we  find  the  physicians  vrho  attended  Qneeti 
CafoHnehad  500  guineas,  and  the  surgeons  300  guineas,  each. 

Dr.  Willis,  for  his  snccesefnl  attendance  on  hi&  Majesty  King  George  Ilf;, 
was  rewarded  by  £l500.  per  annum  for  twenty  years,  and  £650.  per  annum 
to  his  son  for  life.  The  other  physicians  had  thirty  guineas  each  visit  to 
Windsor,  and  ten  guineas  each  visit  to  Kew. 

Barop  Dimsdale,  for  his  inoculation  of  the  Empress  of  Russia  and  hfer  sod, 
was  made  a  baron  of  the  empire,  with  a  present  of  £i2|000.,  and  a  pension  of 
<£500.  per  annum. 

Sir  Theodore  Mayerne,  who  got  an  immense  sum  by  his  practice,  was  once 
consulted  by  a  friend,  who  laid  two  broad  pieces  of  gold  upon  the  table,  (sik 
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and  thirties,)  and  Sir  Tlie9dorfr  |iut  Iheiii  into  liai  poek«t.  ^Iie  frietd  was 
hmrt  at  ins  pocketiBi;  saoh  a  1^,  bnt  Sir  Theodora •  said- to  iiini)  't  I  made  my 
will  this  moming,  and,  4f  it  sliocdd  appear  that  I  had  rafased  a  fee,  I  might 
be  deemed  nom  c9tnjMmJ''^The  lite  Mr.  MartiDy  Uie  tforgeoa,  knew  a  medera 
doctor  who  improved  this  pk-aetical  jokfu  When  he  was  «  young  man^  be 
sometimes  went  to  rDr«  Meyer  Schombeiir*^^  who  wa»  mach  resortx^  toi 
Martin  waa  shown  in  to  him  one  morning  while  he  bad  a  patient  wM  bim.» 
When  the  patient  waa  gone,  Martin  observed  two  'guineas  lyiag  on  the  table; 
he  asked  the  Doctor  how  be  happened  to  leave  his  money  about  hi  tbafc^  «ian' 
ner  ?  *<  I  always  have  a  couple  of  guiiieas  be^e  me/'  said  the  Doctor^  '•  9^ 
an  example,  or  broad  hint,  what  they  ought  to  give.*' 
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MONTHLY  REPORT  OF  PREVALENT  DISEASES. 

TWR  damp  dose  weather  of  antnmn  has  giTen  riee  to  many  cases  of  fevei^ 
Win  hepatic  afleotlons.   The  latter  have  bees  io  prefalent,  that  we  iiave  ocr 
CBsionaUy  Been  two  or  tiwee  aew  casea  of  jaundice  in  a  dn^,  at  a  public  inst^i 
totioiv  which  we  attewd.    We*  have  likewise  seen  two  eases  apparently 
hepatic,  which  are  of  eoniiderable  mtereet :  one  is  in  the  fMsrson  qf  a  jK>aog- 
woman,  who  at  first  sight  presents  the  appearance  of  being  pregnant ;  :on.e^ 
amthation,  h  tnmoroan  be  felt  descendiag  from  mider  the  ribron  both  ,«ides, 
and  exteocfing  half-way  between  the  nmbilicus  and  pobes ;  here  it  UrmwM^^ 
and  tbe/fiiigevs  ean  be  as  it  were  turned  nnder  the  edge  of  a  resiitiiig  bo||y, 
whtitih  is  Bopposed  to  be  the  Kver.    There  is  bat  little  fever,  and  no  confide^ 
rable  ioconveaience  beyond  the  weight  and  balk  of  the  tnmor,  which  baa  kfim, 
ten  months  in  acqniriog  its  present  dimensions.    In  the  other  case^  the  tumoif 
occupies  the  epigastric  region,  exteadiag  also  into  tlie  right  bxpooi>opdriam  ^ 
it  ia  easily  perceptible  to  the  eye,  feels  irregular  en  the  surtace,  and  glvea 
the  idea  of  being  twice  the  size  of  an  orange.    Tlie  subject  is  a  boy  abooA 
tea  yi^ars  of  age,  who  is  much  out  of  health,  having  hectic  fever^  with<e;q>ec- 
toiation  of  blood  mixed  with  purulent  matter.    It  is  three  years  since  th^ 
tumor  was  first  perceived.  -    *    >      •  .  i' 

Rheumatism,  in  a  rather  severe  form,  has  al«o  been  prevalent  during  tbe 
la«t  morilh/and  wecoDtinae  to  find  calomel  and  opium,  in  full  doAei»j.  t|ie 
most  efficient  method  of  tivatment  whenever  the  disease  becomes  acute* 


Medico-Chirurgical  Society. —  This  Society,  under  the  presidentship  of  Mr. 
Trayers,  aided  by  the  exertions  of  the  secretaries,  has  assumed  a  degree  of 
rigour  which  it  has  not  enjoyed,  till  now,  since  the  first  years  of  its  establish- 
ment. The  meetings  commenced  on  Tuesday,  October  9tb,  end  the  open- 
ing of  the  season  was  attended  by  many  uf  the  most  eminent'  members  of  the 
jprofession;  on  which  occasion  a  paper  on  Erysipelas, ' by  Mr.  Lawrbnck, 
was  read.  Mr.  Brodie,  Mr.  Thavbrs,  Dr.  Gregory,  Dr.  Johnson,  Dr. 
A.  T.  Thomson,  were  among  the-  speakei-s  ;  bnt,  as  the  transactions  are. 
hereafter  to  appear  at  short  intervals,  we  shall  abstain  from  noticing^  the 
papers  till  they  come  regularly  before  ns. 
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'  9Vi9tmiil^tff^' medical  Sociuiy.^'^K-l^tarisf  evcttii%y  October  SOth,  this 
S«(eiely  tesAoied  iU  tneetitigft  for  tile  seiUeii.  The  alteodMice  was  Terj  imi- 
itoireiiisi  bnt,  from  the  ittfudicioitt  eostism  of  cboontilg  office-bearers  on  the 
llrat'eveiiiDg,  the  timewhicii  ought  to  haveiieeii  devoted  te  discessiMi  was- 
oecufjled  io  conversattoo,  and  writini^  balletthif  llst«.  This  ooght  te  be  re« 
formed :  either  a  separate  Btgfit  ought  to  be  set  aj^artibr  bdsineis  of  this  ■■• 
tirre,  or  the  meetieg  oegfat  to  be  called  an  lK>iir  eniier«  At  length  the  tine 
for  fifofemioml  bmioess  having  arrived,-  DnHf  i&tieAw  related  some  eases  e# 
fitflKrgetnent  of  the  Spleen  in  dliMi-^n  aflsr  refiiittent  fever,  which  had 
yielded  to  Ibdine;  mercury  hUflti^ -been,  in' the  first  plaee,  freeiy  employed 
without  snccess.  ■      .  <  ,  w.>       . 

Mr.  Mato  afterwards  related  a  carious  case  of  Fracture  and  Dislocation 
of  the  Spine,  in  which  a  man,  fallitigfrom  a  height,  had  struck  his  back 
agaiust  a  beam.  Mr*  M.  found  the  patient  with  the  body,  as  it  were,  doubled 
op,  the  lower  part  of  tbe  spine  'beihg  projected  behind  the  upper,  at  the 
ninth  lumbar  vertebra,  to  some  extent.  The  upper  part  of  the  body  was 
fixed,  and  the  lower  extremities  pulled  down  with  a  gentle  bnt  continued 
extension,  an^  the  spinal  column  thus  brou^t  as'nearly  into  its  natural  sitn- 
afioti  ascollld  be  efi^ted  without  violence.  The  patient  experienced  coosil 
dettibTe  rdtef,-  and  became  gennOh  of  Aavttlr  i$w9t*extr€miiie9y  wfafcbbe  had 
ndt  been  before.  I1^e  pArts  below  the  firaeture  were  paralysed,  and  the  nrioe 
reqmred  to  be  drawn  ofi*  by  the  catheter.  The  acddent  occurred  ^ve  days 
ago,  yet  (be  patient  a];>peared  to  hare  n»  ^mptoms  which  tlweatened  iniiKe-* 
diate-  dartflT^'r,  and,  what  was  rather  remarkaiile,  the  urine  had  not  become 
aminoniacal.  Active  means,  especially  in  the  tvHy  of  local  depletion,  baid 
bee^  employed. 

A  disctTSsioii  then  followed  on  similar  eases,  m  which  Mr.  Mato,  Mr.  Ro»b> 
Dr.  Bakrv,  Dr.  JoMnSon,  Mt.  LAMeERT,  and  otiierBj^  took  part«  The 
pi^noipai  point  on  which  difference  ef  opiaioa  exItHed  was,  wlwtfaer  tlie  am-' 
iifioniacal  condition  Of  Urine  In  such  cases  depended  on  a  diseased  steteof  the 
seei^tioh,  br  ort  its  being  t-etaitied  in  tike  %Mdder  till  spoatmeous  dteomposi^ 
iSon  commenced;  Thi^  latter  opinion  was  matntuned  by  Mr.  Di|.Lbir,  who 
asserted  that  in  hospitals  the  nrine  was  sometimes  eilowed  to  remam  twenty* 
four  ^r  thirty-sit  bonrs  in  the  bladder;  but  he  did  bo t  inform  tlie  Society  in 
wliat  hospitals  this  took  plaee. 

Mr.  Rose  showed  the  absurdity  of  attributing  the  evils  resulting  fren  ae* 
vere  injury  t6  the  sptnd,  to  the  secondary  effect  df  pariilysiog  the  bhdder,  attd 
detiied  the  grnersfl  assertion  With  regard  to  negleet  in  drawing  off  the  orifeie 
when  such  ctees  werb  treated  in  public  hospitals.  He  alluded  to' the  general 
fact  that  injuries  of  the  back,  in  a  very  large  proportion  of  cases,  give  rise 
toao  ammoniacal  state  of  the  urine ;  and  stated  that  it  possesses  this  charac- 
ter when  it  is  nat  suffered  to  remain  in  the  bladd^r^  at  aU|  but  is  withdrawn  by 
the  cattieter  immediately  as  it  flowed  from  the  kidneys ;,  showing  the  change, 
to  depend  on  the  impaired  fan(;tion  of  these  gjaods. 

Dr,  Barry  remarked,  that  as,  according  to  the  experiments  of  the  French 
physiologists,  the  division  of  the  eighth  pair  of  nerves  prevents  the  formation 
of  acid  in  the  stomach,  so  the  injury  to  the  spine  might,  on  a  similar  principle^ 
prevent  tJie  formation  of  acid  in  the  kidneys,  and  thus  all  ow  the  secretion  tp 
assume  an  alkaline  character* 
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Medic0'Bot4Hic$i  SoeUty.'-TaE  <im  mpetini;  iyf  (he  elurj^ni  ^essbn  of  the 
Medico- Botanical  Society  of  Ijoiidon  was  botden  oa  Friday  eTeuing,  the  itth 
of  October,  1827,  at  the  Society*8  aparti^enti,  39,  Sackvillc-street,  Ficcadflly, 
Sir  James  M'Grigor,  president,  in  th^  cbatr. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  having  been  read,  seyeral  preit^nts  %0  the 
Society  were  annoaqced,  amongst  which  were  some  of  the  seed's  of  the 
Argemone  Mexicana,  a  mild  purgativei  and  of  the  Genista  Tfaictoria;  a  plant 
used  by  the  Russians  as  a  care  for  hydropl^obia. 

The  director  (Mr.FftosT)  deK?ered  the  Annual  Oration,  which  be,  com- 
ipepced  by  showing  the  advantages  derivable  from  the  extended  sphere  of  the 
Socie^,  and  its  use  ta  tha-mediail  officers  of  the  army- and  V^vjr.i  ^^„.li^a 
poii^te4oHt  ih^  s^iuta^}!  «£6^p^  lbal;.woal.(l  accrue  frofit^o,  r^a)^^oi|sreja- 
tiy^  totjb^  Iiiv4y  of  ^ot^J^  ibem^^.iu^Utute^  hjy  tjje  difej^orr^qo^ij^i  yV  ,tb^, 

Ar^fy  WetlUaa  »o^d.         ....  ,^,,        ?,;.  t.r.:,,  h^^. 

A  i^otice  W4S  read,  offering  a  reward  of  %^lf,  or  a  gold  medal  of  eqiyal  ▼j^aCj^ 

from  an  iiccurate  description  of  the  plaatyielding  the  Myrrli,  and  which  is 

9iMflly>  mppoaedtolielhepfMliice-^  tihc  AjiiyrislSjiUf^  iv  '>  <>    '^t 

After  JotteaamarMfiraiVi  the  president,  Awning  the  iteqabrrsi  yf  yili..^<ln.T 

vtamTinteroBtha  tpok  in  the  welfare  of  the  Sfociety,  .a«d  poiiDUttf^QBt.tMi^  nX^pfk. 

lie  kad' taken,  aii4  would  take,  for  the  pronM»tiQO  af  i.ti»<i^jdcits,>  ^  >iii^^ue 

was  adjoufned  to  Friday  evening,  the  9th  of  November.     .  o... 

Tbe  room,  which  sraa  cnowded  to  exeesa,  was  deeoiat^d.  vitb  9,  unm^Gdns 

<rolIection  of  shrubs  and  flowers,  amongst  which  were  the  Sago,  the  Tan  and 

Date  PalmS|  tbeTe^-tree>  the  Akee-tree.  Ficns  Rebgios^i,  Mimosa  Sensitiva^ 

a  new  species  of  Cassia- Laurins  Benzoin,  &c.  &c. 


New  R^^ula^ions  of  the  Company  of  Afotheearies. — Ws  inserted  in'  ata  last 
])}umber  a  copy  of  these  Regulations^  and  we  recur  to  the  subject  for  th^ 
purpose  of  directing  the  attention  of  pupils,  aud  tb^ii'  parents  or  guardiaq^ 
to-  them.  .  Nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  ti^e  education  of  the  g^eral 
practitioner  has  been  very  much  improved  sinqe  the  establishiqent  i^  t^ 
Apothecaries'  Company  on  its  present  plan,  and  we  cannot  but  conin]ettd.tbe 
laudable  desire  evinced  by  that  body  to  render  it  still  more  perfect. 

The  principal  changes  in  the  present  regulations  relate  to  the  order  of  sup; 
eession  in  which  tlie  various  branches  of  medicine  shall  be  caltivateii  ;  anVi 
wbeo  we  atate  that  they  are  almost  identical  with  those  recon^mend^d  b^  m 
19  this  Jounsal  for  May  1835,  it  will  scarcely  be  necessary  to  add  that  they 
meet  wUh  our  humble  approbation.  At  the  time  alluded  to,  we  vent«n*ed  to' 
^Is^ent  from  the  order  of  study  recommended  by  Dr.  Paris,  in  the  jtk^ro- 
4ffCtioo  to  l^is  Elen^ents  of  Medical  Chemistry,  and  added,  *^  we  wou|d|  l>^ 
dispoaed  to  recprnmend  anatomy,  chemistry,  and  materia  medica,  as  the  ru^i* 
a>ents  of  medical  science,  to  be  assidnonsiy  and  exclusively  studied  duftiif 
thf  first  year  ^  and  the  theory  and  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  during 
the  second,  when  the  student  would  be  much  better  able  to  apprecii^te 
them," 

.  Viewing  the  ma.ttf r  in  the  same  light,  the  Apothecaries  have  resolv^4  th4t 
candidates  for  their  certificates  shall  have  attended  Lectures  on  Materia 
Medica,  Cheraistrv,  and  Anatomy,  (one  course  of  each,)  before  lus  attendance 
on  the  Practice  of  Medicine ;  while  his  attendance  at  a  hospital  or  dispensary 
must  commence  afler  one  course  of  these  last  lectures. 

These  regulations  will  oblige  pupils  to  be  in  London  two  seasons,  and,  al- 
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tboogb  we  perettlve  that  wa  atted^t  bat  el«ftw)iefe  been  made  to  eieile  di«sa- 
tisfactio^  amons  the  ptiplls  by  representing  this  aA  a  hardship,  we  c<*rtainlf 
must  say  that  tlie  itteasure  appears  to  as  calculated  to  raise  the  scale  of  tne- 
dicai  acquirement  throu»hont  England,  and  that  whatever  inroiiventence  the 
pupils,  or  those  entrusted  with  their  education,  may  experience  in  the  first 
instance,  will  be  mach  more  than  compensated  to  the  joung  practitioner  by 
his  increased  respectability,  and  by  the  cquscio^sness  of  being  competent  to 
meet  the  exiaencies  of  bis  arduoas  profession  in  a  manner  the  most  advanta- 
gepas  to  his  paJtienti  and  most  conducive  to  bis  own  comforr,  credit,  and 
reputation. 

Af^yHtiAUm  6f  the  J<Mi7.^Wa  are  litfbiified  tbat  Mf .  Hodoboit,  of  Birming- 

bam^  has  recently  pe^ib^med  the  op^ratibA  6f  aitopntatiDg  the  graatar  pintiaii 

of  the  lower  jaw,  in  a  case  of  osteo-8ar6oma  of  that  bone.    Tlie  rcJsalt  hai 

been  most  satisfactory,  the  patient  having  completely  I'ecovtfted  in  thYe6 

weeks* 

Actum  agaiiut  thi  l^iaoif**— Mjlnt  peiaoaa  baftipg  apfdied  lo  us  verbatty^ 
andaoflato  by  letter,  as  the  safatjeel  of  oarpracaadiiiga  agaiDHt  tlie  Lancet,  we 
beg- to  Mbltti  alt'WliOftiay  feel  aay  islenat  in  the  mat ler».  that  we  *eithar 
ha^e,  nor  ever  have  had,  apy  teiontfoa  of  abandooiog  our  actioB.  lire  insiaiK 
ation  to  the  contrary  is  **  a  weak  in¥eBftoaof  tlie  enemy,*'  in  which  there  is  aa 
littte  tftitb  as  in  the  sftatament  on  which  the  prosecution  itself  is  grounded* 
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MONTHLY  LIST  OF  MEDICAL  BOOKS. 

Keports  of  Medical  Cases,  selected  with  a  View  of  illastrating  the  Symp- 
toms and  Care  of  Diseases  by  a  reference  to  Morbid  Anatomy ;  embracing 
Drop^,  Inflammation  of  the  Lnngs,  Phthisis,  and  Fever.  By  Richard 
Bright,  m.d.  f.r.s.  &e.  Lecturer  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  one  of 
tbe  Physicians  to  Guy's  Hospital.— ^to.  with  coloured  Plates.    Loocon,  1827. 

A  Manual  of  Comparative  Anatomy^  translated  from  the  drernian  of  J.  F. 
Blvmenbach,  with  additional  Notes,  by  William  Lawrumcb,  Esq.  f.r.8. 
Sargeaa-  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  to  Bridewell  and  Betblem  Hospi- 
tals, &c.  &o«  Second  Edition,  revised  and  aogmented,  by  Wm.  Codlson* 
Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  at  the  Medical  School,  Alderogate-street,  and 
Member  of  the  Zoological  Society >^8vo.    Ldndon,  18f7. 

*,*  The  Editor  of  Blnmenbach^  valuable  %ork  states  in  his  advertisement 
Hbe  'dttamstances  in  which  it  difiTeta  tirom  the  former  editiout  It  in  i»q4ie»- 
tiooatiiy  a  work  of  great  merit  and  research^  and  forms  aii  important  adcUtion 
to  the «te€k  of  medical  literature* 

'<  V[\\h  respect  to  the  aew  disposition  of  the  matter,  the  notes  of  Blumen- 
bach  have  been  incorporated,  wherever  it  has  been  practicable  to  effect  such 
am'  tinion,  with  the  text  i  an  Arrangement  which  Is  sanctioned,  in  many  ini> 
stait^es,  by  the  authority  of  the  author  hehnself  in  tfieleter  edkims  of  bis  work; 
and  artiieb  will  be  fonnd,  it  is  hoped,  tocontribnte  not  less  to  Ifae  protit  tba» 
to  tiia  cooaeaienee  of  tlie  stadent«  Frequeat  annotations  necessarily  divert 
the  attention  of  the  reader  from  the  chain  of  reasoning,  or  the  detail  of  facts, 
which  the  text  may  present  to  him ;  and  there  is  the  less  reason  for  isolating 
the  information  contained  in  the  notes  of  Blumenbacb,  as  it  is  far  the  most 
part  strictly  relevant  to  tfae  snbject  matter  of  the  text.  The  additioiial  notes 
of  Mr.  Lawrence^  wtiich,  in  the  edition  of"  1807,  were  anneaed  sn  inasstf  to  the 
aad  of  each  chapCar^  b«v«»  Uk  this  edition^  b«en  printed  in  a  distinct  type  at 
the  end  of  each  paragraph  of  the  teat  which  they  ^re  designed  to  ilhistrate.-—- 
Of  the  new  matter,  part  has  been  introduced  by  the  author  in  editions  of  this 
Manual  subsequent  to  that  translated  in  1807,  and  part  has  been  annexed  to^ 
or  intorporated  with,  the  notes  of  Mi\  Lawrence,  by  the  present  editor*'* 
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The  Lectures  of  Sir  Astlbt  Coopbr,  Bart,  f.s.8.  Surgeon  to  the  Kiog** 
&c.  &c.  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery ;  with  additional  Note^ 
and  Cased,  by  Frederick  Tyrrell,  Esq.  Sorgeon  to  St.  Thomases  Hospital, 
and  to  the  London  Ophthalmic  Infirmary.    Vol.  ill.— 8vo.    London,  1827. 

A  Treatise  on  those  Diseases  which  are  either  directly  or  indirectly  con- 
nected with  Indigestion:  comprbinga  Commentary  on  the  principal  Ailments 
of  Children.    By  David  Uwin8,m.d.&c. — 8vo.    London,  18^7. 

The  Dissector,  Nos.L  IL  and  III. 

An  Bssay  on  Insanity,  or  Mental  Aberration.    By  Edward  Sutlbffb. 

A  Gra.nmatical  Introduction  to  the  London  Pharmacopceia ;  containing  a 
short  but  comprehensive  Latin  Grammar,  Selections,  Vocabulary,  &c.  &c. 
By  S.  F.  Leacb. — IBmo.    London,  1826. 

%*  This  will  be  found  a  very  useful  little  work  by  those  students  who  have 
neglected  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  tiie  Latin  Grammar,  or  who 
may  ha?e  forgotten  it.  It  is,  in  tact,  a  grammar,  founded  on  the  London 
Pharmacopoeia,  and  appears  to  be  extremely  well  adapted  to  its  avowed 
purpose. 
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The  quantity  of  Rain  fallen  in  the  month  of  September,  was  2  inches  and  75.l00th<. 


NOTICES. 

Communicalians  have  been  received  from  Dr.  Macartney,  Mr«  E.  6. 
Ballard,  Mr.  Jones,  Dr.  Charles  Thomas,  Mr.  Hamilton^  Mr.  Raing, 
and  Dr.  Paul 

U^  Itis  particularly  requested  that  dU  Commumcations  relaUng  to  the  basi> 
ness  of  th£  Journal  maybe  sent  to  the  Publisher  y  not  to  the  Editor. 
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For  many  fortunate  discoveries  in  medicine,  and  for  the  detection  of  numerous  errors,  tbe 
world  i3  indebted  to  the  rapid  circulation  of  MootMy  Jonrnalsj  and  there  never  existed 
aoy  wwk,  to  vhicb  the  JRaoiltf,  to  Earaiie  .zmA  America,  were  nnder  deeper  obUgatloaft, 
tkao  to  tihe  Medical  fod  Php|)oal. Journal  ff  JUo9d(M),  now  fon|ufv^  H^i^*  ^^  *"*  l^^A^viWfy 
series— RySH. 
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jR^port  of  Ca^es  treated  at  the  4^BE&Q££]f  Kbw  Pi^F^irfA^T, 
and  comm%nicat6d  b^  Als^a>q7D£A.  Raint^  seoior  Pu|»U, 

I.    FI8TU1.A  LA0HRYWALI8. 

This  complaint  has  been  treated  at  the  Dispensary,  for  th^ 
last  six  months,  ia  a  manoer  somewhat  peculiar.  Whei^ 
matter  has  formed  in  the  lachrymal  sac,  and  it  has  beeii  fQUpi4 
impossible  to  introduce  a  thin  probe  through  the  duct,  by  tk^ 
HOSje,  the  eoljarged  sac  has  beqn  laid  freely  open,  and  a  tent 
of  waxed  sponge  kept  iu  tbe  wouod  till  its  edges  hav^  become 
caUoua*  By  <mis.time,«the  sac.havijag  contracted,  the  eicter- 
nal  wound  shows  no  disposition  tp  heal,  when  the  tent  ie 
remonred.  Thie  appea^;ance  .of  the  ajttificisd  opening  thus 
fomed  is  noi:;S^t>ll  di^gustiqg;  and  persons,  who  w^re  liable 
to  frequent  suppurations  of  the  part,  have  reuj^ined  free^fron^ 
them  after  this  treatment,  a  little  matter  only  passing  through 
the  artificial  openfing,  iafiiar  being  exposed  to  cold,  or  any 
Other  cause  yt^hic^b  ino^ef^s^B  the  Qf>w  of  tear^s,  or  ^e  secretion 
from  the  meibomian  glands.  Of^course,  in  these  cases  the 
duct  has  not  been  ^permanently  obstructed.  The  ft)lU>wing 
case  was  theone whii^h/fifstg^ye  <>QQa^ion  to  the  ^boK^  treftt* 
ment: 

Mrs* ,  aged  4:wenty^eight,  had  a  fistula  laebrymalis  on  the 

left  side,  for  which  the  os  unguis  wi^s  perforated,  to  allow  the  tears 
to  pass  by  that  way  tojthe  nose.     This  was  six  years  since. 

Two  years  ago,  t(he  «ac  ef  the  right  side  became  inflamed,  and 

2V«.  346.— iVo.  16,  New  Series.  S  Q 
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suppurated,  breaking  externally.  The  openiag  soon  healed,  but 
the  same  process  again  took  place  three  months  after,  the  disposi- 
tion to  inflammation  becoming  so  great  that  it  now  came  on  after 
the  slightest  exposure  to  cold,  and  sometimes  an  interval  of  only  a 
fortnight  occurring  between  them.  She  therefore  became  anxious 
for  the  operation  :  the  physician  in  consultation,  however,  advised 
it  to  be  deferred  till  after  delivery,  the  patient  being  in  the  seventh 
month  of  pregnancy ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  sac  should 
be  laid  freely  open,  and  a  tent  kept  in  the  wound.  This  was 
done,  and  the  (lent  worn  for  two  months  ;  when  it  was  found  that 
the  sac  had  contracted  to  its  natural  dimension,  and  the  opening 
at  its  edges  thickened.  The  tent,  being  troublesome,  was  dropped, 
and  a  little  clear  fluid  was  occasiotially  pressed  from  the  cavity, 
which  occasioned  no  inconvenience;  the  whole  having  less  appear- 
ance of  any  thing  unusual  than  the  other  side,  where  the  scar  of 
the  last  opening  was  easily  observed. 

Nothing  unusual  has  occurred  since  ;  the  external  opening  be- 
ing little  observable,  and  so  small  as  only  to  admit  an  Anel's 
probe. 

Three  cases  have  been  treated  in  the  same  way,  but  the  fol- 
lowing is  the  only  one  which  falls  within  the  quarter's  report. 

Case  II. — Mrs.  M— ,  sBtat.  forty-five,  July  1st,  1827.  Has  a. 
tumor  in  the  situation  of  the  lachrymal  sac,  which  is  extremely 
painful,  having  deprived  her  of  rest  for  the  last  forty-eight  hours. 
The  eyelids  of  that  side  are  closed  from  the  swelling,  and  matter 
can  be  perceived  by  the  touch.  Says  she  is  obliged  to  proceed  to 
Glasgow  tomorrow,  and  earnestly  begs  that  something  may  be 
done  to  relieve  her.  Sac  to  be  opened,  and  tent  introduced,  with 
directions  to  continue  it  on  board  the  ship,  and  for  six  weeks  after. 

31st. — Returned  two  days  ago  from  Glasgow  :  the  sac  is  now 
contracted,  edges  of  the  wound  callous. — Omit  the  tent. 

August  4th. — External  opening  small,  and  not  to  be  observed  at 
a  short  distance.     Discharged. 

The  surgeon  consulted  in  the  first  case  has  mentioned  that 
the  same  result  has  happened  in  a  case  since  treated  by  him 
on  the  same  principle. 

.    II.    DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART  AND  AORTA. 

Cash  I.     Aneurism  of  the  Aorta,  bursting  externally  through  the 

left  Mamma, 

July  15th,  1827.  —  Binks,  »tat.  forty-eight,  a  widow,  spare 
habit  of  body,  tail,  chest  remarkably  narrow.  Has  been  subject 
for  the  last  two  years  to  palpitation,  on  the  smallest  exertion. 

Nothing  unusual,  however,  was  observed  till  a  twelvemonth  since, 
when  she  complained  of  difficulty  of  breathing  and  excessive  pa- 
roxysms of  coughing.  At  that  time,  the  pulsation  -  pf  the  heart 
could  only  be  felt  between  the  fifth  and  sixth  ribs.     The  carotid 
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artery,  however,  pulsated  very  stcongly,  so  ai  to  be  seen  by  the 
bystanders.  Pulse  at  these  times  was  unusually  quick  and  small. 
Digitalis  and  Squill  removed  the  first  attack* 

In  October  last,  she  was  again  affected  in  the  same  wav :  the 
palpitations  had,  however,  become  more  distressing;  pulsation 
could  be  distinctly  felt  at  the  left  side  of  the  epigastrium.  The 
throbbing  of  the  carotid  was  less  distinct.  Relief  was  again  pro- 
cured by  Squill  and  Digitalis ;  thin  mucus  being  expectorated. 

Two  attacks  succeeded,  the  symptoms  being  similar,  though  of 
longer  duration,  and  yielding  less  readily  to  the  remedies  employed. 

For  the  last  five  months,  she  has  been  constantly  attended  from 
the  Dispensary.  The  symptoms  have  been  violent  palpitation  of 
the  heart,  perceived  both  at  th€( epigastrium  aftid  (though  less  dis* 
tinctly )  below  the  angle  of  the  left  scapula ;  most  distressing  sense 
or  sinking  on  the  approach  of  sleep,  and  starlings  after  it  had  come 
on ;  cough  severe,  and  still  recurring  in  paroxysms ;  very  scanty 
expectoration ;  difficulty  of  breathing,  only  occasionally  occur, 
ring,  and  relieved  readily  by  a  draught  of  Camphor  mixture,  with 
Ether  and  ppium,  which  frequently  procured  good  nights. 

This  state  of  the  symptoms  continued  till  June  last,  when  the 
fourth  and  fifth  ribs,  at  their  anterior  extremity,  were  perceived  to 
be  more  prominent  than  usu^l,  and  gave  extreme  pain  on  being 
touched,  however  gently.  From  that  time  to  the  present,  the  ful- 
ness has  increased  till  the  whole  of  the  left  has  become  distended 
with  it.  The  cough  and  occasional  dyspnoea  are  settled  symp« 
toms,  and  the  mucous  rattle  more  or  less  distin&tly  heard  by  the 
unassisted  ear. 

Two  days  ago,  the  anterior  part  of  the  tumor  was  observed  to 
be  discoloured,  when  several  layers  of  adhesive  plaster  were  laid 
over  it.  This  morning,  however,  the  blood  burst  out  at  a  large  open- 
ing, which  terminated  existence  in  a  few  seconds.  After  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  tumor  externally,  the  pulse  had  sunk  rapidly  in 
strength,  and  a  few  small  bleedings,  which  had  been  employed, 
were  obliged  to  be  discontinued,  as  an  alarming  state  of  faintness 
occurred  immediately  on  opening  the  vein.  The  digestive  organs 
continued  healthy  to  the  last,  and  a  small  quantity  of  food  was 
relished  on  the  day  of  her  death.  A  full  meal  always  produced 
distressing  sense  of  sinking,  and  was  thrown  off  on  the  occurrence 
of  the  first  paroxysm  of  coughing. 

Dissection,  17th  July. — Body  much  emaciated,  completely  ex- 
sanguineous  ;  left  mamma  purple,  with  an  opening  externally,  the 
size  of  a  penny  ;  bulk  of  mamma  greater  than  in  the  prime  of  life. 
On  enlarging  the  opening  into  the  aneurismal  sac,  it  was  found 
filled  with  a  f\rm  coagulnm ;  a*  soft  membrane  lined  its  internal 
sui;face,  easily  lacerated  at  the  fore  part,  but  firmer  towards  the 
bottom  of  the  cavity.  Integuments  of  mamma  unusually  firm ; 
between  them  and  the  sac  a  layer  of  coagulated  blood,  increasing 
in  thickness  as  it  recedes  from  the  outer  opening.  Cavity,  large 
enough  to  hold  an  orange,  communicates,  by  an  opening  of  an  inch 
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in  disneler,  wMb  t\M  interior  of  the  Ghe«t»  the  upper  add  Q Oder 
edg«0  of  whi<;h  were  formefi  by  «  breaeh  (b]^  abeorpticm)  in  th€^ 
edges  of  the  third  and  fourth  ribft,  Oa  reaiofing^  theaterAum  and 
anterior  ends  of  the  riba,  td  aa  to  leave  th«  cotfnekioti  loi  the  ^ter* 
na)  disease  with  the  parts  within  the  chlst  uodiatarbed  $  th« 
opening*  wms  ionnd  to  lead*  direcrty  to  the  aac6ndtttg  aofta«  Th»i 
avtiBTy  had  ita<diameter  inereaaed  to  four  inches,  internal  meaevre- 
mentj  at  thife  part ;  at  its  rise  from  the  leA;  vt^ntride)  its  coats  are 
tbicktned  to  half  an  iaeh,  mod  its  dianseter  cpne-half  greater  than 
usual.  Opposite  to  the  fdarth  rtb,  its  (^te  aad  thiekiM^sa  is  aiost 
increased,  cKmiDishitig  rapidly  to  where  it  takes  its  bend,  where, 
aifter  givitig  eff  the  caroaidy  it  beootnes  healthy ;  and,  fireto  the  left 
ventricle  to  its  arlsh,  the  aorta  has  bands  of  a  eartihgiaooa  texture, 
nnitnng  thrtiugh  its  walla  in  diffbrent  direetlotis»  and  on  its  outer 
8tfrfee6  appear  depoMtiofis  of  ooagalating  lymph.  The  heart  ur 
oottsiderQibly  enlarged « but  particatarly  its  left  side,  where  its  coeia 
are  Tery  muoh  thickened.  Left  auricle  aad  veutttcle  «Eapty< 
WaHs  i»f  the  ngbt  ventricle  thinner  and  palef  than  natural,  aiMl 
the  muscaii  pectinati  of  that  auricle  uncomtnetily  pale,  aftid  tery 
thin.  The  other  eontents  of  the  ehest  are  healthy.  The  leH  lung 
amalL  Can^tid  artery  somewhat  enlarged  ia  its  diameter^  aad 
thiciteneid..    No  other  diseased  appearanca^  in  fh«  viscera. 

Hemarki. — ^tlie  ^bove  case  is  valuable  as  illustrating  the 
possibility  of  a  true  aneurism^  and  still  more  as  exhibiting  the 
complication  of  that  form  with  the  false*  There  was  a  tumor 
in  the  region  of  the  carotid,  with  pulsation,  which  it  will  be 
perceived  bad  disappeared  for  some  time  before  death, — tfiere 
oeing  same  dilatation,  but  no  aneurism  ofthajt  vessel.  Vtovk 
the  heart  to  the  arch  of  the  aorta^  thai  vessel  was  enlarged 
greatly  in  its  diameter;  its  eoftts  much  diickenedi  An  open^ 
mg  at  its  anterior  side  comihuincttted  with  an  anaurismai  aaci 
lined  by  ^v«ral  layers  of  ccMtgutated  blotod,  and  which  at  last 
burst  outwardly.  It  is  surprising  that  such  extenrive  dis- 
ease produced  so  little  disturbance  ii^  the  systeta. 

Cask  IL     QssificQiwn  0fihe  Heart. 

Although  present  at  the  opening  of  the  body,  this  case  wal^ 
only  seen  twice  before  death,  and  that  not  in  the  <Jharacter  of 
medical  attendant.  The  appearances  oti  dissection  ar^  given 
first,  and  afterwards  What  is  known  of  the  previous  history. 

August  13th,   1827.— John  «   a^d  twenty-two.      Seciid 

cadavem.— Body  considerably  wasted,  vith  slight  cedema  of  the 
belly  and  lower  extremities;  skin  and  conjunctiva  of  a  dee^ 
yellow  colour.  An  incision  waa  made  irom  the  top  of  the  ster-^ 
num  to  the  umbilicus:  the  integuments  being  dissected  back^ 
and  the  sternum  raised,  some  alight  adhesions  were  sepal^ted 
which  cos uected  the  pericardium  to  the  steriHuii,  and  which  bad 
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the  appewTBlKfr  df  b«iiip  recent^  and  irem  easily  loiri^*  Fron 
foiar  to  fiye  ouace»  of  blbod^^  si^vm  i^aii  fbund  itt  eac^  sids  Df  tbil 
cfaest.  The  perieardimtt  and  heart  ooeopkd  a  f  reat  part  ol  the 
left  aide  of  the  cavity)  the  left  laa^f  beittg  conpiete^  hidden  \tk 
this  view»  The  pericaEdioni  extended  upwards  as  ftur  ae  tdie  top 
of  liie  aternTiin,  and  below  its  adbesioa.  to  the  disq»bragm,  was  ftre 
ioebes  finmi  side  to  sidey  and  four  frooi  badk  to  front-  From  the 
anterior  edge  of  the  «pp6rk)be  of  the  left  hing^  a  strooi^  band 
Stretched  across  te^  the  oOntiguoas  aide  of  the  perioardiuaif  of 
about  three  inckMs  in  breadth,  and  one  in  length*  A  atmilat  band 
joined  the  inferior  lobe  of  the  right  lang;  to  the  petioardinm.  The 
anterioir  edges  of  the  two  lobes  of  the  leftlmng  werettlsoconneeted 
by  a  strong  adhesion,  which  formed  a  bridge  of  er  tie  sftleus,  ae-* 
parating  tfaem^  Between  the  bach  part  of  the  left  king  and  the 
ribs  opposies  their  angieS)  several  atriagy  adheaiottS  wei^  ftmnjed^ 
some  of  tbeoi  three  inches  in  length*  The  hinga  otheferwise  were 
remarkably  soisii^.  On  opening  the  pericardiuaa^  an  oance  and  a 
half  of  dnidy  similar  to  diat  in  the  chest*  was  remdvedT  The  heatt 
exposed  was  ^  nataral  colour^  exoe(yt  some  yellow,  spota  whicb 
pRsoetrated  a  small  way  into  its  substance,  near  the  apex.  A  litt&e 
way  to  the  left  of  the  septum^  an  irregular  cavity  appeased,  about 
thtee  lines  in  length,  with  pnckered  e^es,  and  having  the  i^pipear« 
ance  of  the  cicatrix  of  a  recent  uker.  The  cardiac  veins  os  the 
surface  of  the  heart  were  very  large,  and  distended  with  bloody 
particularly  those  on  its  under  surface.  On  removing  the  heart, 
and  cutting  into  the  right  auricle,  the  sinus  venosus  and  proper 
auricle  were  of  a  proportionate  size  to  the  rest  of  the  organ  :  its 
coats,  however,  were  so  thin,  aS  to  be  translucent  in  the  intervals 
of  the  muscuU  pectinati,  which  were  pate,  and  farther  asunder 
than  usual.  The  tricuspid  valve  was  strengthened  by  membranous 
bands,  extending  from  the  insertions  of  the  chord®  tendineee  to  the 
parietes  of  the  ventricle.  The  sides  of  the  right  ventricle  were 
thin.  The  calumnee  carneee  somewhat  pale,  and  formed  a  close 
and  complicated  network,  at  the  bottom  of  the  cavity.  On  look-^ 
ing  at  the  left  auricle,  the  walls  of  the  sinus  venosus  were  foutid 
to  be  of  a  dense  mefnbranous^looking  substatice,  a  line  and  a  half 
m  thickness,  ahd  without  a  vestige  of  mu^cufi  pectinati,  <st  mUscu'^ 
lar  texture ;  these,  however ,  were  present  in  tne  proper  auride  tA 
diis  side.  The  left  ventricle  presented  nothing  unusual,  tiU,  on 
removing  its  valve,  an  osseous  body  wa^  fbund,  the  size  of  a  hdrse- 
bean,  imbedded  in  its  parietes,  at  the  root  of  the  valve.  At  its 
outer  edge,  eight  ounces  of  clear  serum  was  found  in  the  kbdotrif- 
hal  cavity.  IHie  liv^r  of  natural  colour  and  size,  but  somewhat 
firmer  than  usual.     Spleen  small,  circular,  and  firm. 

The  foUowing  are  the  particulars  known  of  the  casQ,  the 
termination  of  which  is  related  above : 

The  individual,  from  his  fourteenth  year,  had  been  of  a  very 
infirm  constitutiom  and  was  umable  to  pursue^  steadily  any  east 
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ploymenty  having  io  vain  tried  several.  For  the  last  three  years  he 
had  been  sabject  to  palpitations  at  the  chest,  on  using  much  ex. 
ertion,  which,  from  being  feeble^  and  confined  to  the  region  of  the 
heart, increased  from  time  to  time  till  the  whole  of  the  chest  heaved 
with  the  motion,  and  the  pulsation  was  distinguishable  at  the  epi- 
gastrium, and  left  hypochondrium.  Three  weeks  since»  anasarca 
appeared,  which  rapidly  spread  over  the  lower  extremities,  belly, 
and  back.  From  the  time  of  its  appearance,  the  palpitations 
ceased  ;  but  the  stomach  became  irritable,  rejecting  all  kinds  of 
food,  in  any,  even  the  minutest  quantity.  The  appearance  of  the 
countenance  was  anxious  in  the  extreme,  and,  after  the  swelling 
approached  the  body,  the  recumbent  posture  became  impossible. 
Sleep  was  difficult  to  be  procured,  and  its  approach  looked  for 
with  terror,  startings  interrupting  it  at  its  commencement.  The 
medi<^l  attendants  were  necessitated,  a  few  days  before  death,  to 
make  small  punctures  in  the  scrotum,  prepuce,  and  feet,  which 
drew  off  a  great  quantity  of  water.  He  sank  soon  after.  During 
the  progress  of  the  complaint,  the  pulse  exhibited  great  irregula- 
rity :  latterly,  it  gave  the  feel  of  a  fluid  passing  through  a  confined 
tube,  and  intermitted  frequently,  defying  all  attempts  to  reckon 
it.  He  dated  the  rise  of  the  complaint  to  a  severe  pleuritis,  which 
accounts  for  the  old  adhesions*  Valsalva's  treatment  kept  the 
disease  long  in  moderation,  but  latterly  he  used  no  depleting 
measures,  and  no  remedy  except  digitalis. 

Query,  was  the  ossification  the  original  cause  of  the  dis- 
ease? If  so,  we  presume  it  must  have  existed  from  the  com- 
meiicement.  Even  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  when  he  died, 
we  imagine  the  occurrence  of  such  a  morbid  formation  in  thi^ 
organ  to  be  extremely  rare. 

III.    SCURVY. 

Case  I.    £iin3  Scurvy y  successfully  treated. 

July  28th,  1827. — George  Sim,  setat.  fifty-eight,  of  a  bilious 
temperament,  spare  habit  of  body,  has  several  scorbutic  blotches 
in  both  his  legs,  and  diffuse  redness  over  the  instep;  ankles  swelled, 
and  pitting  on  pressure;  gums  soft  and  ulcerated,  with  loose  teeth: 
breath  fetid ;  tongue  white  at  the  edges,  dry  and  red  in  the  centre : 
bowels  loose ;  urine  clear ;  pulse  eighty-four,  weak.  Complains 
pf  considerable  debility,  and  unwillingness  to  move.  Ill  for  several 
weeks.  Attributes  his  complaints  to  scanty  and  poor  diet.  Has 
used  some  aromatic  sulphuric  acid. 

Continue  the  acid.— Habeat  Infosi  Cincbonae  Ibjss.  somat  cyathum  bis 
qnotidie. 

30th. — Has  used  a  bottle  of  the  infusion  since  last  visit.  Says 
his  stomabh  feels  easy  ;  appetite  improved;  tongue  cleaner;  bowels 
regular.— -Pergat. 

August  2d. — Swelling  increased  yesterday,  having  reached  as 
far  as  the  knees.     Having  been  in  bed  today,  the  extent  of  swell- 
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tng  was  not  discoverable.    Cough,  with  expectoratioa  of  mucus  in 

considerable  quantity. 

Mist.  Scills  coeh.  ampl.  tutsi  argen.— Leave  off  the  bark. 

7th. — Since  last  report,  has  had  obstinate  costiveness  of  his 
bowelsy  which  was  treated  at  first  with  laxatives,  but  which  re  - 
quired  drastic  purgatives  for  its  removal.     Refuses  to  resume  the 
bark  today,  as  to  it  he  attributes  the  costiveness* 
Ordered  some  wine. 

9th. — Health  considerably  restored.  Likes  the  wine,  which 
agrees  very  well  with  him.  The  blotches  have  completely  disap- 
peared from  the  legs,  as  also  the  anasarca. 

CoDtinae  the  wine.    A  more  nourishing  diet  recommended. 

Convalescent.    . 

Casb  II.     Sea  Scurvy ^  toith  Effksion  into  the  Chest.    Fatal. 

July  15th,  1827. — George  Morrison,  setat.  thirty-two,  seaman^ 
naturally  of  sanguineous  temperameot,  and  muscular  figure,  re-* 
turned  from  a  long  voyage  yesterday.  Today  has  great  difficulty  of 
breathing,  respiration  being  carried  on  by  spasmodic  and  violent 
action  of  the  intercostal,  pectoral,  and  scaleni  muscles ;  the  dia- 
phragm having  apparently  no  motion.  Firm,  cold  swelling  of  the 
lower  extremities  and  sides  of  the  belly,  yielding  to  pressure. 
Blotches  on  the  arms,  thighs,  and  legs,  occasionally  itching,  and 
bleed  slightly  on  being  scratched ;  gums  pale  and  flabby;  counte- 
nance pale,  and  exceedingly  anxious;  lips  purple;  pulse  108^  soft 
and  compressible ;  urine  scanty  and  high  coloured^  Was  bled  by 
a  midwife  last  night,  which  has  increased  the  complaint.  Short 
cough,  without  expectpration.  Can  only  sit  in  a  raised  posture. 
The  cough  and  difficulty  of  breathing  c^me  on  only  three  days 
since ;  blotches  of  two  months*  standing.  Was  able  to  work  a 
little  till  a  week  ago. 

Large  blister  to  the  breast.— Expectorant  pilli,  and  Pulv.  Jalap. 

16th. — Today  thinks  he  breathes  easier;    bowels  moved;  lips 
\  less  d&rk  coloured.     No  rest  for  the  last  forty-eight  hours.     In- 
\clined  to  dose  today  in  his  chair,  but  is  prevented  by  the  cough. 
Pergat. 

Nine  p.m. — Having  got  suddenly  worse,  again  sent  for;  but, 
fore  arriving,  he  was  dead.  Attendant  states,  that  he  had 
ank  largely  of  spirits  after  the  morning  visit,  and  that  his  whole 
ce  was  of  ^dark  purple  for  an  hour  before  his  death,  which  she 
ys  took  place  from  suffocation.  . 

Dissectian^  18th.' — The  opening  of  the  body  was  deferred  yes- 
Tday,  on  account  of  the  unusual  warmth  remaining  in  the  region 
of  the  heart.  The  face  appears  tinged  and  livid.  Putrefaction  has 
made  considerable  progress.  On  exposing  the  lungs,  they  were 
found  gorged  with  blood,  and  small  tubercles  discovered  through 
their  substance,  apparently  in  the  quiescent  state.  Twelve  ounces 
of  clear  serum  in  the  cavity  of  the  chest ;  four  ounces  of  similar 
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flaid  m  the  pACJoufdiosi.  In  Ihe  tfri0«$pid«iidAikffftltiralTies,«iiial> 
granular  bodies  of  a  cartilaginous  texture.  N<9  Sflnim  ia  theab* 
domen.  Lvrav  firni ;  left  iobe  BomenHiat  eiikii|pBd.  Oihev  Tiscera 
ao«ind» 

Ca8K  Ili.     Sea  Scumyy,  with  Eg'kswn.     FedaL 

July  3d,  1827. — H.  C — ,  setat.  twenty-^ix,  a  seaman^  returned 
from  a  long  voyage  a  few  days  since.  Legs  covered  witb  painful 
blotches,  with  slight  surrounding  redness.  Great  debility ;  appe- 
tite deficient ;  gums  spongy,  bleeding  on  the  slightest  touch.  Fre- 
quent thin  feculent  stools.     Has  been  ill  for  some  weeks. 

Ordered  vegetable  diet,  eflferresctiig  dranghts,  with  ^emon-jmee, 

13th. — The  day  after  last  report,  he  went  to  his  relations  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town,  and  called  in  their  physician.  Today,  however, 
his  fatHer  applied  at  the  Justitutton,  giving  tbe  followiDg  history 
of  him  since  he  was  last  seen : — The  physician  who  visited  him>  on 
seeing  the  legs,  pronounced  the  case  to  be  syphilis  ^thout  far- 
ther examination,  though  the  patient  protested  d^at  he  never  was 
affected  witi\  that  complaint.  Mercurial  pills  werp  ordered ;  after 
which,  universal  swelling  took  place. 

Eight  P.M. — Lies  with  his  head  supported  by  pillows.  Ana- 
sarca over  the  whole  body;  lips  livid;  respiration  very  ^ort, 
and  accoolplished  with  great  enort ;  pulse  120,  extremely  wes^ 
Requires  his  attendant  to  change  his  posture  very  frequently,  in 
hopes  of  breathing  easier.  During  th^  visit,  after  attempting  to 
answer  some  questions,  became  insensible,  his  head  sinking  down 
in  bed.— Blisters  were  directed  to  the  breast  and  inside  of  the 
thighs. 

15th.—- Having  died  two  hours  after  last  visit,  the  body  waa 
opened  today,  in  presence  of  the  physician  and  a  surgeon.  The 
body  and  limbs  were  found  very  cedematous.  Twelve  ounces  of 
serudi  in  the  cavity  of  the  chest.  Lungs  paler  than  usual  exter. 
nally :  several  tubercles  existed  throughout  their  substance,  but 
small,  and  besring  no  marks  of  having  been  inflamed.  A  few  old 
adhesions  of  the  lungs  to  the  pleura  costalis.  Fluid  in  the  a'bdo- 
men.  Some  slight  appearance  of  vuscularity  in  the  peritoneal 
covering  of  the  smaller  intestines.     Other  viscera  sound. 

Query,  was  not  the^  death  in  this  case  occasion^  by  the 
free  exhibition  of  mercury,  in  a  constitution  completely  debi- 
litated^ and  rendered  scorbutic  from  the  eiSects  of  salt  provi- 
sions during  a  long  voyage? 

This  caae  demonstrates  the  ixopropiiety  of  (Jeoidinig  in 
eomplicated  cases  on  a  glance  at  tbe  {>s4]ieiM;«  ix  pa  tb^  am^lttio* 
iJty  icf  A  single  symplona. 

IV.    SUSPICIOUS  DEATH. 
•Case  of  Suffocation,  from  Carelessness. 

Juiie  Bth.— tJ.  B— I  six  weeks  old«  was  l^k^n  fiftectu  wiles  mt^ 
the  country  by  its  father  and  mother,  in  order  to  be  left  at  nurse : 
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tbe  night  beiog  atM-j  k  wan  vaiy  dos«iy  wnttpped  uf^  aiMl  tire  |iio« 
Itier,  Ukiog  tt  xmd^t  her  manw*  slopped  into  the  gig*  Duritif 
the  fir^t  p^Ft  of  the  jourfi^y,  the  infaa^  crie4  ai«£h,  which  siadp 
the  parent,  from  the  ideia  of  her  being  cold,  increase  the  number  of 
wrappings  around  her.  ^he  was  pi^t  to  the  bre^st^  but  refused  to 
suck.  For  the  last  half  hour,  the  child  lay  quietly  in  the  mother's 
arms,  and,  on  handing  it  out  of  the  vehicle^  it  was  found  dead. 

The  body  being  exposed,  the  integuments  of  the  chest  and  sides 
of  the  abdomen  vfete  found  to  be  of  a  dark  hue,  as  were  the  arms 
and  head.   Anterior  part  of  the  abdomen  of  usual  colour.   A  circle 
round  the  neck,  where  there  was  a  deep  fold  of  the  integuments, 
contrasting  by  its  whiteness  with  darkness  of  the  neck.  No  lividity, 
however,  in  tnis  situation.  Head  lies  forward  on  the  breast.  Deep 
wrinkle  between  the  nose  and  cheek,  from  under  the  eyes  to  toe 
side  of  the  mouth.    Nose  wrinkled.  Tongue  pushed  from  between 
the  jaws,  but  not  projecting  farther  than  the  lips.     Mouth  open. 
Thumbs  drawn  in  to  the  palms  of  the  hand ;  fingers  bent.     Knees 
half  bent.  Forehead  wrinkled.  Loins  and  back  part  of  pelvis  dis- 
coloured.   Cellular  substance  of  the  chest  vascular.   Intestines  all 
over  of  a  vermilion  tinge,  particularly  the  small  ones,  the  arteries 
of  which  are  minutely  injected.     Vessels  of  omentum  filled  with 
florid  blood.     Stomach  vascular,  and  filled  wtch  a  fluid  resembling 
Hour  paste,  but  different  (at  least  to  appearance)  from  coagnlaAed 
milk.  Spleen  bulky,  and  of  a  firm  consistence.  Vpper  surface  of  th^. 
stomach  more  vascula  than  at  the  smaller  curvature,  where  it  lookt 
healthy;  villous  coat  soft  and  vascular.     Pleura  sternalis  shows  a 
network  of  beautifully  intermingled  red  ve^ssels :  arteries  of  th^ 
pericardium  can  be  distinctly  traced  to  their  terminations  on  its 
surfaces.     TwV>  drachms  of  clear  flnid  ^n  the  pericardium.     Coat|( 
of  the  aorta  and  pulmonary  artery  show  their  minutest  vasa  vasor 
rum.     Veins  of  the  heart  gorged  with  blood.     Thymus  gland  pale. 
Lungs  of  left  side  natural ;  lungs  in  right  side  bright  red,  crepi- 
tous,  floating  in  water.     Bronchise  filled  with  red  froth.     Trachea 
completely  occupied  with  a  reddish  mucus,  its  inner  membrane 
vascular,     Scaip  vascular.     Vessels  of  brain  turgid ;  dura  mater 
natural  in  colour,  while  even  its  finest  vessels  can  be  dearly  traced. 
Three  drachms  of  clear  fluid  between  the  tentorium  and  cerebellum; 
plexoe  choroides  distended  with  venous  blood;  a  small  quantity 
of  serum  in  the  lateral  ventricles.     The  medulla  of  the  brain,  ^oi^ 
being  QujL,  ei^hifoits  a  nupiber  of  r^^  poinds.  ,  . 

Query. — Was  llie  doubling  of  the  head  on  the  oh«Bt  »qiffi^ 
eient  to  produce  suffocation,  by  closing  the  trachea  ?  Was 
it  owing  to  the  hindrance  of  the  return  of  the  blood  firom  the 
head,  that  the  encephaloid  mass  was  so  Tascultir?  Must  it 
not  have  been  from  previous  disease,  jthat  the  abdominal 
viscera  presented  the  appearances  described  ?  Was  the  ge- 
neral developpoient  of  the  minute  vessels  greater  than  can  be 
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accounted  for  on  the  sapposition  of  the  child's  having  died 
from  suffocation?  Was  the  account  given  by  the  parents 
satisfactory;  or  could  any  other  cause  be  assigned  for  its 
death  ?  Is  the  want  of  a  coroner's  inquest  in  this  country 
(Scotland J  an  encouragement  to  guilt? 

V.    SUPPURATION  OF  THE  KIDNEY. 

Case  of  Suppuration  of  the  Kidney:  with  Dissection, 

August  17th. — Magnus  Lister,  eetat.  fifty,  formerly  a  sailor,  lat-« 
terly  a  weaver,  complains  of  severe  pain  in  the  loins  and  hypogas- 
trium,  with  frequent  desire  to  make  water,  whicli  is  red  and  scanty. 
Bowels  costive;  nausea  and  vomiting.  Has  a  scrotal  hernia, 
which  he  can  return  at  pleasure.  Passed  some  small  stones,  of  a 
white  colour,  by  the  urethra,  a  week  since.  Has  occasionally 
complained  of  pains  in  the  right  side  for  three  years  past,  on  ex- 
posure to  severe  fatigue ;  has  suffered  considerably  from  fever,  and 
disturbance  of  the  digestive  organs,  with  severe  pains  in  the  region 
of  the  kidneys  and  bladder,  which  generally  ends  in  the  passing 

of  small  calculi  and  sabulous  particles. 

Habeat  Infusi  Lini  ad  libitnm. — Injiciator  enema  statim. — ^Warm  fo- 
mematioiu  to  the  loins. — R.  Ol.  Ricinj  ^j. ;  Tinct.  Opii  gtts.  L.  atatim. 

20th. — Became  rapidly  worse  after  last  report.  The  secretions 
of  urine  and  feeces  having  failed,  notwithstanding  the  exhibition 
of  diluents  and  the  free  use  of  cathartic  medicines.  For  the  last 
two  days  was  much  distressed  with  hiccup,  and  latterly  nausea 
and  vomiting  of  dark  coloured  matters.     Died  this  morning. 

Dissection^  22d,  seven  a.m.— An  incision  was  made  from  the 
upper  edge  of  the  inguinal  ring  to  the  bottom  of  the  scrotum, 
when  the  hernia  was  found  to  consist  solely  of  omentum, 
which  was  more  vascular  than  that  in  the  abdomen,  though 
there  was  no  constriction  at  the  ring.  The  abdomen  being 
laid  open  in  the  usual  way,  the  stomach  was  found  drawn 
down  by  the  omentum  a  considerable  way ;  the  large  curvature 
opposite  the  umbilicus.  The  bowels  were  of  a  healthy  colour. 
Some  old  adhesions  were  seen  between  their  different  convo- 
lutions, which  separated  with  the  greatest  ease.  Bladder  was 
found  with  its  coats  thickened  to  nearly  half  an  inch.  Its  in- 
terior was  divided  into  two  cavities,  each  of  them  capable  of 
containing  a  walnut,  and  not  admitting  of  farther  distention.  The 
ureter  leading  to  the  right  kidney  was  enlarged,  so  as. to  admit 
the  fore-finger  with  ease;  its  inner  membrane  was  white,  pulpy, 
and  thickened.  The  right  kidney  was  seven  inches  and  a  half  in 
length,  and  proportionately  broad ;  its  walls  were  but  half  an  inch 
in  thickness,  and  on  the  lower  part  of  the  anterior  surface  a  pit 
was  observed,  having  all  the  appearances  of  a  cicatrix ;  its  outer 
surface  had  a  vascular  appearance,  but,  on  being  cut  into,  was 
paler  than  usual ;  its  pelvis  was  found  empty.    The  left  kidney 
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was  only  three  inches  and  a  half  in  length,  of  the  usual  6gure  and 
colour,  excepting  at  one  part  where  its  investing  membrane  was . 
raised  in  the  form  of  a  vesicle ;  its  walls  were  of  an  unequal  thick- 
ness,  at  one  part  being  as  thin  as  parchment ;  on  cutting  into  its 
cavity,  it  was  filled  with  pus  and  pieces  of  cheesy-looking  matter. 
Body  was  otherwise  sound. 

CONSTIPATION. 

Case  I.  Constipation  of  the  Bowels  during  twenty. one  days,  suc^ 
cessfully  treated.  By  John  Jones,  Esq.  Member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons. 

The  following  case  of  protracted  constipation  appears  Inte- 
resting from  the  long  continuance  of  the  . obstruction,  the 
painful  symptoms  with  which  it  was  accompanied,  and  its 
successful  termination  after  resisting  the  most  powerful  means 
for  twenty- one  days.  If  you  consider  it  worthy  a  place  in 
your  valuable  Journal,  I  shall  feel  obliged  by  its  insertion. 

Mary  Swindell,  cetat.  between  fifty  and  sixty,  mother  of  eigh- 
teen children,  rather  corpulent,  of  a  sallow  and  unhealthy  com- 
plexion ;  her  general  health  tolerably  good,  excepting  that  she  is 
occasionally  affected  with  colic  from  constipation.  Of  late  her 
bowels  have  been  regular;  but,  on  Friday  the  24th  of  August,  she 
was  attacked  with  spasmodic  pains,  accompanied  with  sickness. 
I  saw  her  on  the  Monday  following,  and  found  that  her  bowels 
had  not  been  moved  since  the  preceding  Friday  morning,  although 
she  had  taken  in  succession  a  dose  of  castor-oil,  an  ounce  of 
Epsom  salts,  and  a  scruple  of  Extract.  Colocynth.  Comp.  She 
complained  of  occasional  severe  pains  of  the  abdomen,  which  were 
not,  however,  increased  upon  pressure.  Tongue  furred;  pulse 
natural.  I  bled  her  ad  Jxij. ;  ordered  fomentations  to  the  abdo- 
men, a  drop  of  croton-oil  to  be  given  immediately,  and  repeated 
in  two  hours  if  the  bowels  were  not  relieved. 

28th. — Pain  less  frequent,  and  sickness  abated;  in  other  re- 
spects the  same  as  yesterday.  The  following  pills  were  pre- 
scribed— 

R.  Submnr.  Hydrarg.  gr.  xij.;  Pulv.  Jalap.  9ij.;  Synip.  q.  8.  nt  fiat 
massa,  dividend  in  pil.  xij.  Capiat  ij.  quaque  quart  a  hork, — An  enema, 
with  Boft  soap  dissolved  in  warm  water,  to  be  injected  in  as  large  a  quan- 
tity as  can  be  retained,  and  repeated  two  or  three  times  a-dajr. 

29th. — Medicines  produced  no  effect,  excepting  that  a  few 

scybalee  followed  one  of  the  injections. 
Ri&pet>^  Enema,  cui  adde  Ol.  Bicini  Jij. 

30th« — Symptoms  the  same. 

A  tarpentine  injection  was  given,  and  the  enemata  with  soft  soap 
continued. 

31st. — Still  unrelieved. 

Four  drops  of  eroton-oil  to  be  given  in  divided  doses. 
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Sept.  i.  —  Crotoa-oil  produces  uneasii^clss  and  restleasneas,  bat 
no  effect  upon  the  bowels*     The  following  mixture  was  ordered  •^- 
R.  Sniph.  Mttgues.  Jij.;  laf.  SennflB  f  vj.;  f  Uict.  Jaiap.  ^.  M.  eiqpial 
cochl.  iij.  quaque  secunda  borli. 

2d. —Complains  of  great  uneasiness  and  fulness  of  epigastriiiou 

Ad  enema  with  infusion  of  tobacco  administered,  wbicli  prodac€d  cob*> 

aiderable  depression,  but  no  evacuation,  excepting  a  few  hard  scybals^— 

Six  drops  of  Croton-oil  made  into  three  pills,  one  to  be  taken  every  two 

hours. 

3d. — Pills  were  returned  by  vomiting.  A  tobacco -smoke  enema 
was  administered,  after  which  she  was  more  composed :  it  was 
repeated  in  the.  course  of  the  day. 

4th. — Free  from  pain,  excepting  uneasiness  at  the  scrobiculus 

cordis. 

An  emnliion  with  two  nances  of  Cartor^oU  to  be  given  in  divided  dftlea. 

—Tobacco-smoke  injection  repeated.  \  , 

5th  and  6th» — She  Qontinned  free  from  pain^  bat  was  occastoaaliy 
sick. 

Eoemata  with  soft  soap  frequently  administered,  but  without  producing 
any  evacuation. 

7th. — Uneasiness  and  fulness  of  epigastrintti  increased,,  accom- 
panied with  much  sickness  and  vomiting  of  an  acid  liquor;  tongue 
greatly  loaded;  pulse  about  ninety,  and  rather  hard.  Fearing  the 
supervention  of  inflammation,  I  again  bled  her  ad  Jxij.,  and  or- 
dered the  tobacco- smoke  injection  to  be  repeated. 

In  ihe  evening  of  this  day,  another  surgeon  accompanied  itie  to 
see  her.  The  whole  of  the  abdomen  was  much  swollen  since  the 
morning:  the  swelling  was  elastic,  resisting,  and,  when  struck, 
sounded  hollow,  evidently  indicating  the  existence  of  tympanitis. 
We  considered  the  case  hopeless.  The  following  pill  was  given  at 
bedtime — 

Be.  Submur.  Hydrarg.  gr.vj.;  Pnlv.  Opii  gr.  j.  M. 

8th. — 'Slept  tolerably  well;  is  free  from  pain;  sickness  less  urgent. 
Repet'  Pilahi,  cuiadde  Extr.  Colocynth  C.gr.  vig. 

10th. — Sickness  has  returned  with  greater  violence ;  the  sto- 
mach will  retain  nothing.  What  is  vomited  has  the  appearance 
of  cdffee-grou  n  d  s . 

Dr.  FoaEsTER,  senior  physician  to  the  General  Infirmary  of  this 
place,  was  requested  to  see  her.  ite  considered  the  swelling  of 
the  abdomen  tympanitic,  and  that.  Unless  the  bowels  were  re- 
lieved, she  could  not  long  survive.  He  prescribed  an  ihjection 
with  three  drops  of  Groton-oil,  pills  with  Socotrine  Aloes  alone, 
and  the  Effervescing  Draught,  with  Tincture  of  Hops  and  Syrup 
of  Poppies,  to  relieve  the  irritability  of  the  stomach. 

1 1th. — Injection  produced  no  effect.  Sickness  was  relieved  by 
Dr.  Forester's  prescriptioti,  but  has  again  returned^  accompanied 
with  vomitings  of  the  same  coffee-ground  appearance.  She  sleeps 
much,  and  refuses  to  take  more  medicine. 

12th.— Symptoms  unabated;    Complains  of  great  uneasiness  at 
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the  Bcrobieolus  cordis;  tongue  greatly  furred ;  sweHing  of  the 
abdonden  increased,  and  more  tense;  coffee-ground  vbraitaigs 
conthnie ;  palse  qviick  and  leeble.  She  entirely  despairs  of  reco- 
very; her  friends  also  have  given  her  up,  and  are  anxiously 
expecting  her  dissolution^  As  a  last  effort,  I  prescribed  tl>e  ioU 
lowing  lidiment,  to  be  well  rubbed  upon  the  abdomen,  jpartieulariy 
over  the  region  of  the  stomach  and  areh  of  the  colon,  every  two  or 
three  hours,  and  each  rubbing  to  be  continued  for  at  least  twenty 
minutes. 

R.  Ciifnplioro3J.;  OUOIiv.OpU^jsi,;  l«iq.  A.im»on«  5^.  Ht 

13th. -^Liniment  has  been  used,  but  not  so  fk*equently  nor  assi* 
dnously  as  directed*  Ordered  to  be  continued  wift  'moi^  regu-^ 
larity. 

In  the  evening  of  this  day,  the  twenty-first  firoin  the  commence- 
ment of  the  attack,  the  nurse  brought  me  the  unexpected  and 
gratifying  information  that  our  patient  was  at  length  relieved. 
About  half  an  hour  after  friction  with  the  liniment  had  been  well 
used,  she  had  a  tnost  copious  liquid  evacuation,  which  was  soon  fol- 
lowed by  others  equally  copious,  having  the  consistence  and  ap« 
pearance  of  yeast.  I  immediately  visited  her,  and  found  a  great 
alteratiott  for  the  better.  The  poor  woman  seemed  overpowered  with 
feelings  of  gratitude ;  all  her  painful  symptoms  had  vanished ;  the 
swdting  of  the  abdomen  had  entirely  subsided;  the  sickness  and 
oppression  at  the  stomach  were  removed ;  pulse  resumed  its  natu- 
ral quiiskness  and  strength ;  and  she  expressed  her  general  feel- 
ings by  emphatically  exclaiming  "  I  ain  now  in  heaven  I^ 

From  this  titne  no  unpleasant  symptoms  recurred,  and  she  now 
enjoys  her  usual  health. 

X>«f5y;  Ottober  81ft,  18S7. 

Case  II.  Obstruction  of  the  Bowels,  of  twelve  days*  Standing,  cured 
by  removing  part  of  their  Contents  by  a  Syringe,  By  James 
Alexandeb,  m.o.    (Communicated  by  Dr.  J.  Johnson.) 

I  BEO  to  transmit  to  you  the  abstract  of  a  case  of  iotestioal 
obstruction,  suceeBsfufly  treated  by,  perhaps,  an  unoomoMm 
method^  the  general  knowledge  of  whidi  may  possibly  be  the 
cmuse  of  some  lives  being  saved,  and  must  certainly  dimiiiisli 
the  risk  many  people  are  occasioxiaUy  allowed  to  ran,  by 
trusting  to,  and  persevering  in,  the  use  of  purgatives,  how- 
ever strong,  when  the  stotnach  and  bowels  have'  lost  their 
powers  tut  acting.  An  insertion  of  the  case  into  your  valuable 
Journal  must  be  the  means  of  making  it  known ;  and,  if  there 
are  other,  similar  cases,  I  hope  that  this,  by  being  added  to 
the  stock,  and  rendering  the  practice  more  general^  will  dp 
some  good. 

;I  was  called,  early  on  the  morning  of  Friday^  the  16th  of  Feb- 
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ruary,  to  attend  ^J.  G — ,  esq.  commissary-general  in  his  Britannic 
Majesty's  service :  he  is  about  fifty  years  of  age,  of  a  spare  habit, 
rather  low  in  stature,  and  has  always  been  remarkable  for  tempe. 
rauce  and  regularity  in  diet :  the  only  excess,  perhaps,  of  which 
he  has  been  guilty  is  that  of  following  the  directions  of  M.  Le  Roy, 
and  taking  large  doses  of  his  purgative  mixture ;  but  of  late  he  has 
not  taken  that  medicine, — at  least,  not  within  eight  months.  I 
think  it  necessary  to  premise  this,  as  the  risk  he  ran  on  the  late 
occasion  seemed  at  first  in  some  degree  connected  with  that  torpor 
and  irregular  movement  in  the  bowels  which  the  constant  use  of 
drastics  such  as  compose  Le  Roy's  mixtures  must  always  produee, 
and  which  my  patient  formerly  experienced  after  their  powerful 
action  had  ceased. 

When  I  saw  him;  the  account  he  gave  me  was  this — ^that  for 
some  days  previous  his  bowels  had  been  confined,  for  wbicb, 
the  day  before,  he  had  taken  an  ounce  of  manna  and  ten  grains 
of  rhubarb,  without  any  effect;  but  he  nevertheless  dined 
very  heartily,  and  ate  with  more  than  usual  zest;  about  half  aa 
hour  after  which  he  was  seized  with  fainting,  ^reat  debiUty,  and 
vomiting,  accompanied  with  a  spasmodic  pain  in  the  pit  of  the 
stomach,  extending  to  the  navel.  These,  in  a  great  measure,  sub- 
sided upon  his  being  put  to  bed,  and  usjng  warm  fomentations  to 
the  abdomen.  In  the  evening  he  swallowed  an  ounce  of  Castor- 
oil,  which  he  vomited  soon  after :  with  the  vomiting  he  again  experi- 
enced a  return  of  spasmodic  pain  in  the  epigastrium.  The  fomen" 
tations  were  continued  during  the  night,  and  at  one  o'clock  the 
Castor-oil  was  repeated.  At'  six  I  first  saw  him,  and  found  that 
there  had  been  no  movement  of  the  bowels ;  the  pain  at  intervals 
continued  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  but  not  the  least  increased  on 
pressure;  pulse  ninety,  and  soft.  He  now  showed  me  a  large 
femoral  hernia,  the  size  of  an  orange,  which  was  tense  and  elastic, 
but  not  at  all  painful.  This  he  had  had  during  seventeen  years, 
the  result  of  a  fall  from  a  horse ;  it  had  occasionally  increased  in 
size  upon  the  bowels  being  costive,  but  was  never  so  large  as  at 
this  time.  By  the  taxis  I  reduced  it  to  one-half  its  usual  dimen-^ 
sions  (about  ^e  size  of  a  hen's  egg).  He  now  took  another  dose 
of  Castor-oil,  received  an  aperient  lavement  of  gruel,  oil,  and  salts; 
this,  and  apparently  the  former  dose  of  medicine,  were  thrown 
up ;  the  lavement  came  away  tinged  with  fteeces. 

In  the  course  of  this  day,  he  vomited  frequently  a  dark-brown 
matter,  highly  fetid,  apparently  the  contents  of  the  small  intes- 
tines. He  was  also  tormented  with  hiccup  to  a  most  painful  and 
alarming  degree,  with  a  continual  sense  of  uneasiness  and  oppres- 
sion at  the  precordia. 

.  Four  days  more  he  remained  in  this  state,  during  which  I  was 
occupied  in  combating  these  various  symptoms,  and  in  vain  en- 
deavouring  to  move  his  bowels,  and  support  his  strength.  Pills 
of  Scammony,  Gamboge,  and  Colocynth,  even  his  favorite  medi- 
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ewe  Le  Roy,  stroDg  enemata,  baths,  &c.  &c.  were  had  recourse  to 
in  their  turn ;  and  on  Monday  he  had,  in  divided  doses,  thirty 
grains  of  Calomel  and  one  hundred  grains  of  Jalap,  but  to  no 
purpose.  If  the  pills  were  not  thrown  up,  they  produced  merely 
a  rumbling  through  about  two  feet  of  the  canal;  after  which 
they  seemed  to  lose  their  efieet,  and  were  no  more  felt ;  gene- 
rally they  increased  the  hiccup  and  oppressiod,  which  went  on  till 
by  retching  he  could  get  rid  of  them  and  the  other  contents  of 
the  stomach :  then  he  was  somewhat  relieved. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  by  dint  of  continual  exertions,  though 
without  inclination,  there  was  a  discharge  of  mucus  and  a  small 
quantity  of  feculent  matter;  but  t^is  brought  no  relief  to  our  pa- 
tient :  on  the  contrary,  all  his  symptoms  increased.  He  had  now 
great  prostration  of  strength,  he  was  emaciated,  his  eyes  sunk,  and 
his  voice  much  failed. 

On  Thursday,  being  unable  to  procure  the  Croton-oil,  I  gave 
him  the  oil  of  Euphorbium  (near  it  in  strength,  and  very  active), 
in  a  dose  of  three  grains;  but  he  swallowed  twenty,  in  doses  ojf 
five  drops,  without  feeling  them. 

I  now  (Friday)  became  more  alarmed  for  the  fate  of  my  patient, 
and  had  a  consultation  with  Dr.  Scafi,,  (a  native  physician, 
highly  respected,  and  of  great  repute  in  Genoa,)  to  whom  I  re- 
lated the  case.  He  gave  little  hopes  of  his  recovery;  but  he  re- 
commended a  trial  of  the  tobacco  glyster,  not  before  used«  A  pint 
of  the  infusion  was  thrown  up  three  times,  but  without  any  effect. 
In  fact,  the  case  seemed  quite  hopeless,  every  means  had  recourse 
to  on  similar  occasions  having  so  entirely  failed. 

On  Saturday,  Mr.  G— ,  fully  aware  of  the  approach  of  his  last 
moments,  prepared  for  them  with  calm  fortitude,  taking  leave  of 
his  family  and  friends,  and  had  finally  arranged  l^is  last  sad 
duties :  when,  in  the  evening  of  the  twelfth  day  since  having  had 
any  passage  through  his  bowels,  eight  of  which  he  had  spent  in 
continual  su£fering,  the  idea  occurred  to  me  of  endeavouring  tp 
approach  the  seat  of  the  evil  more  nearly ;  for  which  purpose  I 
made  use  of  the  following  means :' 

I  attached  a  long,  hollow,  urethra  bougie  to  the  pipe  of  an  in- 
jection syringe,  calculated  to  contain  more  than  a  pint ;  this  I  filled 
with  warm  water,  and  having  introduced  the  entire  length  of 
the  tube  by  the  anus,  I  threw  the  contents  of  the  syringe 
into  the  bowel  with  some  force.  I  then  attempted  to  draw 
back  the  piston  of  the  syringe,  held  steadily  in  the  same  po- 
sition,  and  with  some  exertion  raised  it  out  one-third  of  its 
length,  for  the  purpose  of  withdrawing  any  fluid  within  its  reach. 
I  had  continued  this  action  for  about  half  a  minute,  when  my. pa- 
tient exclaimed  that  he  could  not  breathe  longer,  and  that  some- 
thing was  descending.  At  this  moment  I  felt  a  sudden  rush  of 
fluid  into  the  body  of  the  syringe,  which  was  very  soon  filled;  and, 
upon  withdrawing  t\^  tube,  he  had  immediately  a  large,  feculent. 
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fluid  eracaation,  attended  with  instant  wad  eomptete  nalief  of  ali 
his  symptoms.  He  terj  sooa  fell  asleep,  after  taking-  some  Jelly 
and  wiae^  which  rested  oomfortably  on  the  stomach:  he  awakened 
refneshed,  eaey,  and  with  an  appeamace  of  reiief  and  composmre 
quite  new  to  him  for  seyeral  daya.  In  twelve  hours  after,  ha  had  ^ 
(as  I  anticipated)  a  most  violent  purging,  which  Beemedto  tiiffeatea 
bis  tife»  baty  by  stimulants  and  noorijibment,  he  rallied  agaio; 
aady  in  due  time  after,  his  digestive  organs  resumed  their  func- 
tions, bis  strength  recrnited,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  he  is.  now 
restored  to  perfect  health. 

I  would  recommend,  in  similar  cases,  an  early  recourse 
being  had  to  the  tube  and  syringe,  which  can  be  constructed 
with  great  ease  aad  expedition  as  above;  but  I  think  the 
tube  might  be  longer, — say  two  feet,  and  of  a  softer  material 
than  the  bougie  generally  is,  so  as  to  follow  the  winding  of 
the  intestine*  There  is  nothing  uQpleajsant  in  its  ^se^  more 
than  the  eomgion  injection-pipe  causes,  as  I  have  keard 
from  Mr.  6 — ,  who,  after  the  end  passed  some  piles*  felt  sno* 
thing ;  and  it  was  only  when  I  had  produced  thie  ^aottum  in 
the  body  of  the  syringe,  and  suction  in  the  bowd,  that  he 
felt  its  action.  His  breathing  was  then  extremely  affected, 
and  there  was  a  ^neral  bearing  down^  which  continued  tRI 
he  had  an  evacuation. 

CIRCULATION  OF  THE  BLOOD. 

Report  made  to  the  Philomathic  Society  of  Parisy  by  Dr.  Edwards, 
sen.  und  M.  Julbs  Cloquet,  on  a  Memoir  transmitted  to  tke 
Society  by  Dr.  Bakbt,  and  entitled  ''  On  the  Application  of  die 
Barometer  to  the  Study  of  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood,  and  of 
Respir^icn  in  the  Vertebrated  ilntmols.''  (From  a  Correspon- 
dent*) 

The  Society  has  charged  us,  M«  Juies  Cloquet  and  mysdf, 
to  report  upon  a  memoir  written  by  Dr.  Barry,  •  and*  entitled 
as  above.  As  the  reading  of  the  memoir  was  anterior  %o  the 
nomination  of  its  author  to  be  one  of  our  correspondteg^mem* 
bers,  we  cannot  omit  the  report  which  we  faa^e  been  desired 
to  make ;  and  we  are  the  less  inclined  to  this  omission,  be- 
cause we  are  convinced  that  the  Society  will  listen  With  inte- 
rest to  the  results  of  the  experiments  which  Dr.  Barry  has 
repeated. 

As  these  experiments  are  founded  on  physical  principles, 
we  entreated  MM.  Ampere  and  Savart  to  be  present.  Though 
we  could  not  entertain  any  doubts  as  to  tae  results  of  me 
eKperiments  akeady  performed  by  Dr.  Barry«  before  MM. 
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Cuvier  and  Dumeril, — viz.  that  the  pressure  of  the  atmo- 
sphere contributes  to  the  progression  of  the  venous  blood  to- 
wards the  heart  during  inspiration;  yet  we  were  anxious  to 
ascertain^  at  least  approximately,  to  what  extent  this  cause 
operates.  For  this  purpose  Dr.  Barry  repeated 'the  following 
experiments : 

He  introduced  one  end  of  a  bent  glass  tube  under  the  pos- 
terior extremity  of  the  sternum  of  a  pigeon  placed  upon  his 
back,  and  pushed  it  as  far  as  the  region  of  the  heart.  The 
other  extremity  of  the  tube  was  immersed  in  a  vessel  contain- 
ing a  coloured  liquid.  When  the  animal  inspired,  the  liquid 
rose  in  the  tube,  and  descended  when  he  expired.  M.  Savart, 
who  measured  the  height  of  the  ascent  of  the  liquid,  estimated 
it  at  two  centimetres.  As  the  tendency  to  vacuum  takes 
place  during  inspiration,  it  follows  (abstraction  being  made 
of  all  unforeseen  disturbing  causes,)  that,  according  as  the 
entrance  of  the  air  may  be  more  or  less  free,  the  afflux  of 
blood  to  the  thoracic  cavity  will  be  in  ati  inverse  proportion, 
— that  is  to  say,  tl^e  more  freely  the  air  enters  into  the  lungs, 
the  less  Ijlood  will  arrive  in  the  cavity  when  the  tendency  to 
vacuum  is  established,  and  vice  versd.  We  wished  to*  see 
the  proof  of  this  by  experiment,*  because,  in  the  complicated 
animal  organisation,  the  results,  which  may  be  rigorously 
inferred  from  certain  well-attested  facts,  are  not  always  pro- 
duced by  the  experiments  undertaken  to  verify  them,  and 
because  the  confirmation  of  this  consequence  would  form  the 
basis  of  an  important  application  to  pathology,  as  we  shall 
presently  see.  Whilst  the  animal  was  .circumstanced  as  I 
have  already  stated.  Dr.  Barry  sHghtly  compressed  the  trachea, 
and  the  liquid  rose  higher  than  in  the  other  experiment,  when 
the  air  had  a  free  entrance.  As  the  pressure  was  increased, 
the  liquid  rose  higher  and  higher,  and,  when  the  trachea  was 
entirely  closed,  the  liquid  rose  so  as  to  fill  the  whole  tube, 
which  was  six  inches  lon^.  This  experiment  shows  clearly 
the  truth  of  the  general  pnnciple,  and  also  the  important  part 
which  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  plays  in  pathological 
cases,  when  the  entrance  of  the  air  is  rendered  more  difficult 
by  partial  obstruction,  or  narrowing  of  the  air-passages. 

A  modification  of  this  experiment  presented  to  us  a  curious 
phenomenon,  which  we  shall  state  en  passant,  though  it  has 
no  reference  to  the  principles  which  Dr.  Barry  endeavours  to 
establish  in  his  memoir. 

Leaving  one  end  of  the  tube  in  the  thorax  of  the  animal, 

'       "  .   •    » 

Dr.  Barry  removed  the  other  end  from  the  glass  containing 
the  coloured  liquid,  that  it  might  communicate  freely  with 
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the  atmosphere;  at  tiie  same  ttme  he  tied  the  tradiea,'SO  as 
to  prevent  completelj  the  entratioe  of  air  into  the  iuws.  Air, 
however,  penetrated  into  the  thcMPax  by  the  end  of  me  tube 
which  communicated  with  the  atmospheiie,  bnt^did  not  ffm^ 
trate  the  lungs.  Yet  the  animal,  instead  of  dying  ahnost 
suddenly,  (as  happens  when  the  trachea  is  closed  without 
employing  a  tube,  as  in  this  experiment,)  continued  to  live 
without  any  convulsive  movement,  and  apparently  as  if  he 
still  respired  by  the  trachea.  We  remarked,  however,  that 
the  capillaries  had  not  their  natural  colour,  and  that  the  skin 
inclined  to  violet.  The  air  which  entered  the  thorax  was  in 
contact  with  the  surface  of  the  lungs,  and  produced  in  the 
blood  the  changes  necessary  for  the  support ^f  life,  but  in  a 
proportion  less  than  in  a  state  o(  health. 

The  other  series  of  facts  which  we  had  to  verify,  Teiierred  to 
the  influence  of  atmospheric  pressure  on  the  motion  of  the 
blood  in  the  cold>*bloeded  vertebrata.  The  individual  made 
use  of  was  a  frog.  The  dispositions  for  the  experim^it  were 
the  same  as  in  the  case  of  a  pigeon :  that  is  to  say,  a  bent 
tube  of  glass  was  introduced  under  the  posterior  extremity  of 
the  sternum  of  the  animal  placed  on  his  back.  The  tube  was 
pushed  as  far  as  the  anterior"  region  of  the  heart,  whilst  the 
outer  extremity  was  immersed  in  a  coloured  liquid.  During 
the  respiratory  movements  of  the  frog,  there  was  a  motion  of 
ascent  and  descent  of  the  liquid  in  the  tube,  of  about  two 
millimetres. 

It  was  not  thought  necessary  that  Dr.  B^arry  should  repeat 
the  experiment  upon  the  snake,  because  the  mechanism  of 
respiration  in  the  ophidian  class  very  much  resembles  the 
manner  in  which  birds  producer  vacoum  during  inspiration. 
Experiments  similar  to  those  repeated  upon  the  pigeon  would 
necessarily  afford  analogous  results.  He  wished,  however, 
that  one  of  us  should  witness  the  experiment :  it  was  repeated, 
and  the  results  agreed  with  the  deduction  we  had  formed  from 
the  experiment  upon  the  pigeon. 

We  did  not  repeat  the  experiment  which  goes  to  prove  that 
theee  is>  in  the  pericardium  of  fishes,  a  ten<jk»ey  to  a  vacuvm 
caused  by  the  locomotion  of  the  heart,  beoauae^  atcoitling  to 
the  details  of  this  experiment,  the  action  is  so  weak  that  it  is 
marked  only  by  a  change  of  curve  on  the  surface  of  the  to^-^ 
curial  column  in  the  barometer. 

Dr.  Barry  showed  to  one  of  us  experiments  which  tend  to 
prove  that  there  is  another  force  accessory  to  that  of  the  heart 
which  contributes  to  the  centrifugal,  or  outward,  motion  of 
the  blood  in  fishes.    As  these  experiments  are  not  stated  in 
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the  meoioir^  the  object  of  this  ref^orti  we  purpose  to  cooiiiiu- 
nieate  them  to  the  Soeiety  upon  another  occasioa. 

Dr.  Barry  l^equested  ooe  of  us  to  witness  an  experiment 
intended  to  ascertain  the  extent  to  which  the  inspiratory 
^ffoits  of  a  middle-sized  dog  can  bring  down  the  mercurial 
column  in  a  barometer.  For  this  purpose,  he  fitted  one  end  of 
a  flexible  tube  into  the  thoracic  opening  of  the  divided  trachea 
of  a  dog«  the  other  end  into  an  opening  made  in  the  reservoir 
of  a  barometer.  During  the  strongest  inspirations,  the  baro- 
metric column  descended  about  five  inches,,  and  remained 
tbare  for  a  moment. 

N'^ie, — The  author  being  a  member  of  the  Society  when  the 
report  was  read,  no  opinion  could  be  given  by  the  reporters  as  to 
the  merits  of  the  memoir.  The  report  was  adopted^  and  the  me- 
moir was  ordered  to  be  printed  with  those  of  the  Society. 


PATHOLOGY  OF  THE  UTERUS. 

Case  of  Distention  of  the  unimpregnated  Uterus  with  Bloods  By 
John  Paul,  mId.  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in 
London. 

The  following  case,  I  hope,  will  not  be  deemed  unworthy  of 
record  in  the  London  Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  as  it 
furnishes  us  with  a  valuable  pathological  fact :  for,  so  far  as 
I  know,  distention  of  the  unimpregnated  uterus  with  blood 
to  the  same  extent,  and  occurring  in  the  same  manner,  has 
not  hitherto  b^en  taken  notice  of.  If  in  this  I  am  mistaken, 
want  of  reference,  to  which  a  provincial  surgeon  is  necessa- 
rily subjected,  must  plead  my  excuse. 

A.  B — y  an  unmarried  lady,  eetat.  forty-three,  delicate  in  her 
health  and  of  lax  fibre,  has  been  three  times  the  subject  of  the 
complaint,  of  which  I.  am  now  to  attempt  a  short  description.  She 
had  the  first  attack  in  the  autumn  of  1820,  the  second  in  the 
summer  of  1822,  and  the  third  in  December  1826.  Previous  to 
this  last  illness,  she  had  undergone  great  fatigue  in  attending  a 
near  relative,  who  was  very  ill  of  fever,  and  in  whose  recovery  she 
was  deeply  and  anxiously  interested*  For  many  nights  during 
her  attendance  she  had  not  been  in  bed,  and  was  much  exposed 
to  cold.  Her  menstrual  discharge  came  on.  whilst  she  was  thns 
engaged,  and,  after  continuing  nine  days,  greatly  too  profuse,  it 
suddenly  stopped ;  and  on  the  following  day  her  abdomen  was 
tumid*    She  was  now  obliged  to  confine  herself  to  bed. 

The  discharge  returned  two  days  after ;  and,  when  I  saw  her  on 
the  8th  of  December,  she  had  been  five  days  confined  to  bed» 
during  which  time  she  had  had  no  sleep,  and  complained  that  she 
was  distressed  with  headache  and  great  uneasiness  in  her  back. 
She  was  extremely  despondent,  and  exhibited  occasionaliy  symp- 
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toms  of  hysteria ;  pulse  was  ninety-eight ;  heat  of  »kin  was  rather 
above  the  natural  standard.  .On  examining  the  ab^Qme^v  i^  ^^^ 
with  ease  ascertained  that  the  uterus  was  grjeatly  en^argied, 
its  fundus  extending  very  n^ar  to  the  umbilicus ;  and  in  this  there 
could  be  no  deception,  as  the  abdominal  parietes  w^re  so  thia  that 
the  outlines  of  the  distended  uterus  could  be  distinctly  traced.  It 
was  fully  as  large  as  it  is  at  the  completion  of  the  fifth  month  of 
utero-gestation.  When  the  patient  lay  on  her  back,  the  medial 
line  intersected  the  tumor  exactly  ;  when  she  lay  on  hier  side,  the 
tumor  inclined  to  that  side. ' 

The  history  of  the  two  preceding  attacks,  as  I  shall  presently 
show,  proved  beyond  all  doubt  that  this  enlargement  was  from 
distention  of  the  uterus  with  blood.  It  was  proposed,  in  the  first 
place,  to  irritate  with  the  finger  the  os  uteri,  with  the  view  of 
bringing  on  uterine  contraction  ;  but  the  patient  could  by  no  en* 
treaty  be  prevailed  with  to  submit  to  this,  and,  consequently^  no 
examination  per  vaginam  could  be  obtained.  Sleep  was  procured 
by  the  exhibition  of  an  opiate,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  the 
discharge  was  entirely  arrested  by  the  administration  of  the  super- 
acetate  of  lead,  combined  with  small  quantities  of  opium.  To  give 
support  to  the  abdomen,  a  roller  was  applied  tightly  round  the 
body. 

On  the  iSth  January,  1827,  the  menstrual  discharge  reappeared, 
and  continued  four  days.  It  was  thick  and  of  a  dark  colour,  but 
was  not  foetid,  nor  did  it  contain  any  clots.  By  this  discharge,  the 
tumor  was  one-half  reduced  in  size;  and,  on  the  return  of  men- 
struation at  the  usual  period,  the  whole  of  the  blood  retained  in 
utero  was  thrown  ofi*,  rather  in  a  foetid  state;  when,  on. the  most 
minute  examination,  no  appearance  of  tumor  was  perceptible  above 
the  pubes*  Since  t^bat  time  there  has  been  no  return  of  the  com- 
plaint. »  ' 

This  patient,  preceding  the  first  attack  in  1820,  was  bled  from 
the  arm  on  account  of  pain  in  her  side,  and  on  this  hemorrhage 
from  the  uterus  immediately  supervened :  the  discharge  externally 
was  arrested  by  the  application  of  cold  cloths,  but  blood  continued 
to  be  poured  out  internally,  as  the  uterus  was  soon  so  much  dis- 
tended as  to  be  in  contact  with  the  umbilicus.  Anasarca,  from  the 
loss  of  blood,  was  now  general,  and  the  patient  appeared  to  be  in  a 
very  precarious  state.  About  three  months  afterwards,  menstru- 
ation came  on,  and  a  good  deal  of  clotted  blood  was  discharged ; 
but  the  swelling  did  not  entirely  disappear  till  after  the  third  men- 
strual period.     After  this  her  health  was  soon  restored.   > 

It  was  immediately  after  menstruation  was  suddenly  suppressed 
by  exposure  to  cold,  whilst  it  was  profuse,  that  this  distention  of 
the  uterus  occurred  the  second  time.  At  the  end  of  two  months, 
menstruation  again  made  its  appearance,  when  a  quantity  of  dark- 
coloured  blood,  in  a  very  foetid  state,  was  suddenly  discharged ; 
and  the  patient  nearly  lost  her  life  on  account  of  the  profuseness 
of  the  discharge,  and  the  distance  at  which  she  lived  from  medical 
assistance. 
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There  was  now  no  ren^iins  of  uterine  enlargement;  but,  such 
was  the  state  of  weakness  to  which  she  was  reduced,  along  with 
the  anasarcous  swellings,  which  had  again  supervened,  that  the 
re-establishment  of  her  health  required  great  care  and  a  considera- 
ble length  of  time. 

In  the  treatment  pf  this  case,  there  was  nothing  remark- 
able, and  it  is  therefore  unnecessary  to  give  any  detail  of  it. 
It  was  conducted  on  the  principle  of  preventing,  as  much  as 
possible,  the  loss  of  blood  whilst  the  uterus  was  in  a  state  of 
distention ;  and,  after .  the  retained  blood  was  discharged, 
every  means  were  had  recourse  to  that  could  give  tone  to  the 
system.  During  the  distention,  nothing  was  tried  with  the 
view  of  bringing  on  uterine  contraction,  except  friction  and 
the  use  of  a  bandage.  For  that  purpose  I  proposed  to 
irritate  the  os  uteri  with  my  finger,  but  it  was  decidedly  ob- 
jected to.  It  did  also  occur  to  me  to  try  the  Secale  Cornutum 
during  the  last  attack,  but  none  could  be  procured  in  this 
part  of  the  country. 

When  we  reflect  on  the  anatomical  structure  of  the  uterus, 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive  the  possibility  of  its  distention  in  the 
manner  now  detailed ;  but  the  facts  adduced  incontrovertibly  ^ 
prove,  in  my  opinion,  that  such  was  the  case.  As  the  dis- 
tention supervened  immediately  on  the  sudden  obstruction  of 
the  menses  from  the  effect  of  cold,  the  os  uteri,  I  think,  must 
have  been  firmly  closed  either  by  spasm  or  a  clot  of  blood,  or 
probably  by  both.  Its  mouth  being  thus  shut,  the  uterus,  it 
would  appear,  became  dilated  from  the  jimpulse  of  the  internal 
hemorrhage. 

Elgin;  16th  October,  1827. 

TRANSFUSION. 

Case  of  Transfusion ;  contained '  in  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  from 
Mr.  R.  P.  Philpott,  of  Brighton,  to  Dr.  Bl.undell.  (Com- 
municated by  C.  Waller,  Esq.) 

July  21,  1827. — A  poor  woman,  named  Ashdown,  Aged  twenty- 
nine,  now  in  the  sixth  month  of  pregnancy,  who  during  three 
former  pregnancies  had  suffered  from  varicose  veins  of  the  legs, 
had  this  day,  after  standing  for  some  hours  at  the  ironing-board  of 
a  laundress,  a  sudden  effusion  of  blood  from  the  bursting  of  the 
vena  saphena,  about  six  inches  above  the  right  ankle* 

About  a  quarter  of  an  hour  elapsed  before  I  reached  the  house 
where  she  was,  when  she  had  lost,  as  it  seemed,  between  eight  and 
tep  pints  of  blood.  Assisted  by  my  friend  Mr.  Phillipson,  I,  by 
compress  and  bandage,  immediately  stopped  the  hemorrhage. 
The  patient  was  in  a  state  of  complete  syncope,  without  pulse  at 
the  wristy  and  but  a  very  indistinct  pulsation  at  the  region  of  the 
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heart;  she  was  cold,  with  lips  and  faoe  completely  blanched;  a 
profuse  sweat  broke  out,  and  she  passed  both  heces  9nd  urine  in- 
voluntarily, so  that  she  appeared  moribund.  Stimulants  applied 
to  the  nostrils  produced  no  excitement,  and  she  had  totally  lost 
the  power  of  deglutition.  Though  with  little  hope  or  probability 
of  her  recovery,  we  determined  to  attempt  the  operation  of  trans- 
fusion. 

A  person  being  quickly  obtained  from  whom  blood  was  drawn, 
a  ligature  was  applied  on  the  right  arm  of  the  patient,  the  median 
vem  laid  bare,  and  carefully  dissected,  so  that  a  probe  was  passed 
under  it ;  the  vein  was  then  opened,  and  the  end  of  a  common 
bone  syringe  (the  only  one  at  hand),  with  its  extremity  Bled  off, 
was  with  some  difficulty  introduced.  Several  syriBges-fvIl  were 
thus  injected.  When  about  four  ounces  had  been  thrown  in,  she 
became  extremely  restless,  throwing  her  head  'from  side  to  side, 
and  making  an  effort  to  vomit.  We  then  desisted,  and  had  the 
f  alisfaction  of  distinguishing  the  puls«  at  the  wrist,  thovgb  ei* 
tremely  small  and  rapid:  warmth  was  applied,  and  wine  and 
brandy->and-water  administered  frequently. 

In  the  evening,  six  hours  after  the  operation,  t]pte  pulse  was  then 
distinct,  and  at  120.  She  was  so  much  better  as  to  answer  seve- 
ral questions.  Heat  was  gradually  developed,  and  the  next  day 
she  was  removed  in  a  chaise  to  her  own  house. 

July  25th. — Slight  suppuration  became  established  in  the  wound 
in  the  arm,  without  the  least  appearance  of  inflammation  in  the 
vein,  although,  ft-om  the  frequent  introduction  of  so  rude  an  instru- 
ment, we  were  afraid  the  internal  coat  of  the  vein  might  be  injured. 

dOth.— Much  better.  Has  felt  no  movement  of  the  foetus  since 
the  accident. 

August  1 3th. — She  was  taken  in  labour,  and  in  a  few  hours  the 
foetus,  in  a  putrid  state,  expelled.  A  cool  regimen,  with  light  but 
nourishing  diet,  and  the  occasional  use  of  a  mild  laxative,  were 
the  means  employed  to  promote  her  recovery,  and  she  is  now 
(October  12th)  in  good  health,  and  following  her  former  avocations. 

The  ruptitted  veia  in  the  leg  speedily  healed,  and  all  trace 
of  the  disease  has  disappeared  since  her  labour.  Dr.  Blair 
was  kind  enough  to  visit  th^  poor  woman  several  tiiues  dui;ing 
her  recovery. 


PATHOLOGY  OF  THE  BRAIN. 

Case  I.  ATieurismal  TVmor,  situated  between  the  Brain  and  Sella 
Tursica.  By  Thomas  William  Chev ai.ieil,  Consulting 
Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Union  Association,  and  Surgeon  to  the 
Westminster  General  Dispensary. 

S.  B.  eetat.  thirty-nine,  a  woaiaa  of  masculine  form  and  robust 
eonstituCioa,  apfdied  to  ne  on  the  Sth  of  Oetober,  whe&  I  obtained 
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the  following  history  of  her  case  from  herself  and  her  mother  :  — 
She  had  suffered  from  a  severe  burn  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  and 
had  ever  since  complained  of  an  unusual  sensation,  which  she  de- 
scribed as  **  a  shaikipg  movement  in  her  inside/*  She  had  been 
more  or  less  subject  to  headache  from  her  infancy,  and  finally 
ceased  to  menstruate  seven  years  since,  without  experiencing  any 
inconvenience. 

She  had  always  been  fond  of  reading,  and  indulged  much  in 
that  amusement.  Her  circumstances  obliged  her  to  lead  an  ex- 
tremely temperate  and  laborious  lifer  to  which,  however,  she  was 
cheerfully  inclined. 

About  the  month  of  May  last,  she  6rst  began  to  be  affiliated  with 
a  strange  sort  of  headache,  very  Uifierent  from  that  to  which  she 
was  previously  accustomed,  and  a  sensation  of  burning  heat  in  the 
stomach,  feeling  (to  use  her  own  expression,)  **  as  if  her  inside 
were  on  fire,"  and  she  frequently  complained  of  the  excessive  heat 
of  her  mouth. 

'  These  headaches,  which  were  very  severe,  usually  occurred 
more  than  once  a  week,  and  lasted,  if  at  night,  during  Vmo  or  three 
hours,  but,  in  the  daytime,  usually  for  half  an  hour. 

They  were  always  preceded  by  flushing  of  the  countenance,  and 
an  increased  sensation  of  heat,  particularly  in  the  region  of  the 
stomach,  without  any  shivering  or  perspirations.  They  invari« 
ably  -  commenced  at  the  back  of  the  head,  the  pain  shooting 
through  to  the  right  eye,  and  generally  producing  oedema  of 
the  palpebrse.  They  were  always  relieved  by  the  application  of 
cold  to  the  head,  and  they  would  at  any  time  recur  if  she  at- 
e  mpted  to  sit  by  the  fire,  or  even  to  expose  herself  to  the  heat  of 
the  sun. 

Her  mother  informed  me  that  she  often  seemed  to  lose  her  re- 
collection and  consciousness  for  the  space  of  a  minute  or  two 
during  these  attacks,  and  that  her  health  had  appeared  to  decline 
from  last  spring,  at  which  time  they  commenced. 

About  six  weeks  since,  she  remarked  that  she  felt  the  same 
kind  of  "  shaking  or  beating"  in  her  head  which  until  now  she 
had  experienced  only  in  her  stomach.  From  this  time  her  bead 
was  never  entirely  free  from  pain,  and  her  sight  became  slightly 
impaifed^  so  that  she  could  not  see  ^o  thread  her  oeedAa ;  and 
about  the  same  period,  while  walking  on  one  occasion  in  Oxford- 
street,  she  found  herself  falling  forward  to  the  ground,  and  would 
have  dropped  had  she  not  saved  herself  by  taking  hold  of  the  rail- 
ings. She  presently  recovered,  and  returned  home,  the  distance 
of  a  furlong,  without  assistance. 

Three  weeks  before  she  died,  she  fell  upon  her  face  in  the  street, 
and 'remained  insensible  for  a  iPew  minutes;  after  which  she  was 
conducted  home,  with  her  usual  headache. 

On  Monday  October  8th,  she  consented,  fbr  the  first  time,  to 
receive  medical  advice,  and  accompanied  hermother  to  my  house, 
when  I  obtained  the  above  account.    I  found  that  she  retained  the 
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senses  of  hearing  and  smelling  unimpaired,  as  well  as  her  appe- 
tite ;  her  sense  of  taste  had  been  deranged  for  months  past,  but 
this  proceeded,  as  she  thought,  from  the  heat  of  her  mouth.  Her 
countenance  was  now  strongly  marked  with  despondency,  and  she 
exhibited  an  air  of  stupid  indifference,  which  would  have  induced 
me  to  believe  her .  intoxicated  or  insane  ;  but,  upon  inquiry,  I 
found  her  intellect  perfectly  sound,  and  her  habits  of  life  most 
abstemious. 

Her  pulse  ninety-six,  labouring,  but  not  hard  or  full ;  tongue 
furred ;  bowels  habitually  costive ;  countenance  florid,  but  as  if 
chilled  by  cold.  I  prescribed  a  bluepill  every  night,  and  a  com- 
pound colocynth  pill  every  morning,  and  ordered  her  to  be  cup- 
ped on  the  back  of  the  neck  to  sixteen  ounces. 

On  the  following  morning  she  was  muoh  relieved,  and  enlivened 
in  her  general  appearance. 

On  Tuesday  night,  however,  the  pain  in  the  head  recurred  with 
increased  violence,  accompanied  by  sickness,  and  continued  nearly 
all  night. 

In  the  morning  I  found  her  cheerful,  and  rather  improved  than 
otherwise  in  every  respect.  To  take  one  ounce  of  Epsom  salts 
tomorrow  morning,  and  to  continue  the  pills. 

October  19th. — She  went  to  bed  last  night  tolerably  well.  At 
half-past  one  o  clock,  however,  she  got  out  of  bed,  and  awaked 
her  mother,  who  inquired  what  she  was  doing?  to  which  question 
she  replied,  that  she  was  opening  the  shutters  to  admit  the  light, 
because  the  room  was  so  dark ;  whereas  there  was  a  candle  burn- 
ing in  the  room,  and  no  shutters  whatever  to  the  window.  Her 
mother  arose  in  time  to  prevent  her  falling  to  the  ground,  and 
replaced  her  in  bed. 

From  this  time  she  became  comatose,  and  I  was  sent  for  in  the 
forenoon.  I  found  her  perfectly  devoid  of  intellect,  and  almost 
entirely  deprived  of  sensation  and  voluntary  motion ;  with  a  small, 
rapid,  and  labouring  pulse;  the  feet  cold;  the  pupil  small  and 
fixed  ;  the  countenance  not  in  the  least  distorted ;  the  breathing 
rather  laborious,  but  not  otherwise  unnatural.  She  shrunk  from 
the  examination  of  the  pupil,  but  evinced  no  other  sign  of  sen- 
sation. 

To  be  cupped  to  twelve  ounces  immediately,  and  a  large  blister  applied 
to  the  back  of  the  neck.  Spirit  lotion  to  the  head ;  and  an  enema  oH 
compound  Extractor  Colocynth  and  gruel  as  soon  as  possible. 

At  noon  she  appeared  a  little  revived  from  the  cupping,  and 
uttered  a  word  or  two  upon  being  disturbed :  her  pulse  had,  how- 
ever, increased  in  frequency,  with  scarcely  any  augmentation  of 
its  strength ;  and  she  died  at  one  o'clock  on  the  following  morn- 
ing, without  having  manifested  any  return  of  consciousness,  or 
exhibited  any  other  symptoms  than  those  of  pure  coma* 

Dissection. — There  were  extensive  cicatrices  upon  the  arms, 
neck,  and  chest.  One  side  of  the  thorax  was  considerably  de- 
pressed by  a  distortion  of  many  years*  standing,  but  the  lungs  were 
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free  from  any  unnatural  adhesion,  and  every  part  of  the  trunk 
perfectly  healthy. 

On  opening  the  head,  the  vessels  of  the  meninges  appeared  ra- 
ther turgid,  and  an  extravasation-of  reeent  blood  was  found  be- 
neath the  left  parietal  bone,  between  the  arachnoid  membrane  and 
the  pia  mater,  but  its  quantity  did  not  exceed  a  table-spoonful, 
and  was  diffused  over  a  circular  space  of  three  inches  diameter. 

The  substance  of  the  brain  was  unusually  firm  and  healthy. 
The  Ventricles  contained  no  more  than  about  one  fluid  drachm  of 
clear  serum.. 

Upon  raising  the  encephalon  from  the  base  of  the  skull,  there 
was  discovered  a  tumor  of  the  size  of  a  large  walnut,  attached  to 
the  pia  mater  of  the  base  of  the  brain,-  and  altogether  inseparable 
without  violence)  from  the  sella  tursica,  so  that  an  attempt  was 
made  to  remove  the  adjacent  bone,  together  with  the  brain,  but 
without  success,  in  consequence  of  the  restraint  which  the  presence 
of  the  friends  imposed.  The  soft  parts  l>eing  at  length  separated, 
the  base  of  the  tumor  appeared  to  have  filled  the  sella  tursica,  which 
was  left  clean  by  its  removal,  and  its  chief  bulk  bad  been  situated 
so  as  to  separate  the  corpora  albicantia  and  the  optic  nerves  more 
than  an  inch  and  a  quarter  from  the  posterior  clinoid  processes. 

^he  tumor  itself  was  nearly  spherical,  inclosed  in  ^  fine  transpa- 
rent membrane,  excepting  where  it  was  cut  away  from  the  bone, 
and  of  so  firm  a  texture  that  I  was  induced  to  believe  it  solid 
throughout.  Upon  cutting  into  it,  however,  after  it  had  been  mace- 
rated in  alcohol  for  four  or  five  days,  I  found  it  to  consist  entirely  of 
coagula^of  blood,  deposited  in  several  distinct  layers,  which,  like 
those  of  an  aneurism,  were  paler  on  one  side,  viz.  towards  the  bone, 
and  softer  as  they  approached  the  corpora  albicantia,  where  there 
was  a  cavity  as  large  as  a  filbert,  containing  recent  coagulum. 

With  the  utmost  pains,  I  have  been  unable  to  detect  ^y 
direct  communication  between  the  tumor  and  the  adjacent 
arterial  trunks  :  three  or  four  comparatively  minute  branches 
of  the  left  anastomosing  artery  of  the  circle  of  Willis  are, 
however,  so  closely  connected  with  its  membranous  envelope, 
that  one  of  these  may  probably  have  furnished  its  contents. 
The  preparation  not  having  been  injected,  it  is  impossible  to 
determine  this  .point  30  accurately  as  might  be  desired*  I 
hope,  however,  that  the  accouot  here  given  may  not  be  alto- 
getJier  useless,  as,  the  symptoms  described  were  sufficient  to 
create  a  suspicion  in  my  mind,  from  the  first,  of  the  true 
nature  of  the  disease,  and  enabled  me  to  foretel  to  a  medical 
friend  the  result  of  the  dissection  with  tolerable  accuracy. 

^Oi  South  Audley-atrtet;  NovenU^er  tith^  1827. 
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Cash  II.  Fungous  Htgmatodes  m  the  right  Eye,  with  an  anomalous 
Tumor  at  the  Base  of  the  Brain.  By  Martin  Ware,  Esq. 
With  a  Drawing,  by  T.  W.  CHfiVALiER,  Esq. 

In  Apgl,  1812,  Miss  M.,  about  forty  years  of  age,  consulted  my 
late  rather  on  account  of  a  total  blindness  in  the  right  eye.  From 
a  memorandum  of  the  case  taken  at  the  time,  it  ajppears  that  she 
was  then  suffering  from  violent  pain  in  the  eye,  and  that  the  pupil 
was  much  dilated. ' 

This  lady  had  for  many  years  been  subject  to  frequent  returns  of 
pain  in  the  head,  which  were  not  relieved  by  any  mode  of  treatment 
that  had  been  adopted. 

In  June,  1815,  she  favored  me  with  a  visit,  when  I  found  that 
the  measures  prescribed  by  my  father,  three  years  before,  though 
attended  with  temporary  relief,  had  been  productive  of  no  perma- 
aent  benefit.  The  pupil  still  continued  dilated,  and  the  sight 
was  quite  destroyed. 

For  several  successive  months,  I  had  many  opportunities  of 
seeing  her,  during  which  time  the  returns  of  pain  in  the  head  and 
eye  were  frequent  and  violent ;  but,  with  the  exception  of  the  di- 
lated pupil  before  mentioned,  there  was  no  apparent  alteration  in 
the  6gure  or  structure  of  the  eye. 

In  December,  1816,  the  eye  began  to  enlarge,  and  soon  after- 
wards the  cornea  became  opaque ;  the  vessels  on  the  globe  of  the 
eye  being  also  considerably  distended. 

In  January  following,  I  first  met  the  late  Mr.  Chevalier 
in  consultation  upon  the  case,  and  was  favored  with  his 
assistance  on  different  occasions  until  the  decease  of  our 
patient.  An  operation  for  the  removal  of  the  eye  was  in  the  first 
instance  recommended,  to  which  she  readily  consented :  we  were, 
however,  induced  subsequently  to  alter  our  opinion  with  respect 
to  that  advice,  upon  being  informed  by  her  friends  that  they  had 
perceived  an  increasing  imbecility  of  her  mental  faculties,  which, 
in  addition  to  the  pain  of  the  head  under  which  she  had  so  long 
suffered,  induced  us  to  fear  that  the  disease  was  not  confined  to 
the  eye,  and  consequently  that  no  permanent  benefit  would  be  de- 
rived frotti  the  proposed  operation. 

At  this  time  the  internal  organisation  of  the  eye  was  entirely 
destroyed,  its  place  being  occupied  by  a  tumor  which  protruded 
considerably  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  socket*  The  pain  in 
the  eye,  which  before  had  been  only  occasional,  was  now  constant, 
and  resisted  every  means  of  relief  employed.  In  this  state  our 
patient  continued  until  the  end  of  May,  when  sh^  was  suddenly 
attacked  with  constant  nausea,  and  frequent  vomiting;  the  tongue 
being  entirely  covered  with  a  thick  brown  fur,  and  the  pulse  be- 
coming feeble  and  variable. 

Early  in  June,  she  suddenly  lost  the  sight  of  the  left  eye,  which, 
as  well  as  the  sense  of  hearing,  had  till  then  remained  perfect. 
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She  became  gradually  weaker,  and  in  a  few  days  sunk  into  a  state 
of  CQma,  in  which  she  continued  several  days,  aad  expired  on  the 
11th  of  August. 

Dissection, — On  raising  the  anterior  right  lobe  of  the  cerebrum,  a 
soft,  irregularly  shaped,  dark-red  tumor  was  seen  to  proceed  from 
the  roof  of  the  orbit,  near  the  crista  galli,  and  to  extend  backwards 
oyer  the  sella  tursica,  having  in  its  progress  totally  disorganised 
the  optic  nerves  at  their  decussation.  On  tracing  it,  it  was  found 
to  extend  into  the  substance  of  the  thalami,  giving  a  rotten  ap- 
pearance to  the  cerebral  substance  in  its  vicinity.  Jnferiorly,  it 
terminated  almost  immediately  before  the  mammillary  processes. 
At  first  we  had  no  doubt  that  this  tumor  proceeded  from  the  dis- 
eased eye,  and  that  we  should  find  the  orbit  carious ;  but  subse- 
quent examination  showed  this  presumption  to  be  erroneous.  The 
orbit  was  perfectly  sound,  and  the  tumor  was  attached  to,  and  ap- 
peared to  have  proceeded  from,  the  dura  mater  only,  extending 
backward  as  it  grew. 

The  disease  within  the  orbit  was  confined  to  the  globe  of  the 
eye  itself,  and  contained  within  its  coats.  The  optic  nerve,  at  its 
entrance  into  the  eye,  was  sound,  but  shrunk ;  and  the  muscles  of 
the  eye  and  upper  eyelid,  though  pressed  close  against  the  peri- 
osteum by  the  enlargement  of  the  eyeball,  were  separable  along 
their  whole  course  by  very  easy  dissection,  after  the  bone  was 
broken  away.  A  vertical  section  of  the  globe  itself,  from  near  the 
outer  canthus  of  the  orbit  backward,  showed  the  humors  to  have 
been  entirely  removed,  and  their  place  supplied  by  a  fungous 
mass,  consistFng  of  many  small  vascular  portions  blended  toge- 
ther, some  of  a  dark  colour,  and>not  unlike  the  parenchyma  of  the 
liver  in  substance;  others  were  of  a  whitish  hue,  resembling  brain. 

Explanation  of  the  Plate, 

Figure  1,  represents  the  diseased  mass  contained  within  the 
right  orbit.  On  its  upper  margin  is  seen  a  small  portion  of  the 
tumor  within  the  cranium;  beneath  this,  the  walls  of  the  orbit  sur- 
rounding the  fungous  mass  which  occupied  the  globe  of  th^e  eye. 
The  protrusion  of  the  eyeball  isdelipeated  on  the  one  side,  and  on 
the  other  the  optic  nerve  is  represented  considerably  diminished  in 
size,  but  not  otherwise  changed. 

Figure  2,  represents  a  portion  of  the  tumor  contained  within  the 
cranium.  At  the  upper  part  of  this  drawing  are  seen  the  corpora 
quadrigemina,  under  which  is  a  portion  of  bougie  in  the  iter  ad 
infundibulum ;  and  another  a  little  lower  in  the  aqueduct  of 
Sylvius.  Beneath  these  objects,  the  substance  of  the  brain  ap- 
pears considerably  changed,  especially  upon  its  remaining  diseased 
surface,  which  is  attached  to  the  morbid'  and  unnatural  growth. 

The  tumor  is  seen  covered  at  the  upper  part,  in  irregular  patches, 
with  an  extremely  delicate  membrane,  more  nearly  resembling  a 
spider's  web  than  the  arachnoid  itself;  at  the  lower  part,  the  in- 
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(ernal  stnictttre  of  the  Uimor  is^  exposed ,  consistiii^  ot  turgid 
▼esseis  and  loose  shreds  of  membrane,  with  extravBsated  blood  in 
their  interstices.  The  whole  mass,  when  complete,  was  a£  large  as 
a  goose's  egg. 


GYMK'ABTIC  EXERClBtS.' 
Sbme  Remarks  on  Gymnastic  Exertisis^  By  J.  MaiJaAtket*  m  d. 

In  your.  JoumsJ  for  Octob^rj*  there  i^  ^  fi^e  cpmmuaicated 
by  Mr.  Rose,  which,  if  passed  without  remark,  may  be  the 
means  of  prejudicing  some  persons'  minds  against  the  use  of 
gymnastic  exercises ;  and,  as  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
kjQowing  the  real  effects  of  such  exercises,  in  consequence  of 
having  a  gymnasium  for  the  use  of  my  pupils,  I  feel  it  neces- 
sary to  say  I  am  satisfied  that,  so  far  from  the  voluntary  and 
methodical  exertions  of  the  muscles  bein^  likely  to  produce 
strains,  dislocations,  fractures,  or  herniae,  they  fonu  the 
greatest  security  against  such  accidents.  In  almost  all  the 
mjuries  to  the  bones  or  joints,  and  the  yielding  in  the  open- 
ings of  the  abdomen,  external  force  is  accompanied  with,  either 
feebleness  or  with  a  sudden  and  undirected  muscular  con- 
traction. The  power  in  the  animal  m^hine  of  resisting  ex- 
ternal violence  depends  as  much  on  the  regulation  of  muscular 
efforts  by  volition,  as  the  success  of  the  individual  in  any 
moral  emergency  depends  on  the  direction  of  his  mental 
energy,  or  what  is  called  presence  of  mind. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  that  all  tekchers  of  gym- 
nastics, and  all  who  undertsike  the  training  of  youth,  should 
carefully  distinguish  between  voluntary  muscular  cjfforts  and 
fixed  and  fatiguing  positions,  as  the  effects  are  the  very 
opposite  to  each  other. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  circumstance  to  which  Mr.  Rose 
ascribes  the  accident  which  terminated  fatally,  was  not,  pro- 
perly speaking,  a  gymnastic  exercise,  but  one  of  those  posi- 
tions which  are  erroneously  thought  to  prepare  persons  for 
dancing.  The  patient  also  evidently  possessed  a  weak  and 
irritable  constitution,  and  her  sufferings  accumulated  from  a 
slight  degree  of  inflammation  in  the  beginning,  and  such  as 
in  most  persons  would  have  been  attended  necessarily  with 
no  serious  consequence.  The  case,  therefore,  cannot  properly 
be  adduced  as  an  effect  of  the  practice  of  gymnastics,  and 
might  have  ensued  from  the  common  exercise  of  walking,  and 
probably  never  would  have  existed  if  the  lady  had  been 
early  trained  to  the  voluntary  practice  and  exertion  of  her 
muscles. 
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You  will  oblige  me  bj  inserting  the  preceding'  observations 
in  your  JoumaU 

P«  S. — ^A  friend  ha&just. communicated  to  me  the  following 
fact: — namely,  that  at  Mr.  F^Uenberg's  school  at  Hofiwel, 
during  six  years  that  he  Ijiaid  resided  there,  next  a  single  accir 
dent  had  been  the  consequence  of  gymqastic  exercises, 
although  they  were  employed  by  about  one  hundred  young 
people  every  day. 

MISCELLANKOUS  CASES. 

Case  of  Intestinal  Calculus.    Communicated  by  Mr.  Wickhah. 

Master  W— ,  the  son  of  a  medical  man,  was  attacked,  in  the 
raorning  of  October  17thy  1826,  with  a  severe  pain  in  the  right 
lumbar  region,  just  above  the  crista  of  the  ileum,  for  which  he 
took  four  grains  of  calomel  and  a  cathartic  draught  The  pill  re. 
mained  on  his  stomach,  but  the  draught  was  soon  rejected.  In 
the  course  of  the  night,  the  pain  became  more  acute,  add  was  ac- 
companied by  continued  vomiting.  No  evacuation  could  be  pro* 
cured  till  the  third  or  fourth  day ;  previous  to  which,  the  abdomen 
had  become  tense  and  painful  on  pressure.  The  pain  in  the  origi* 
nal  seat  of  attack  remained  unabated.  I  need  not  say  that 
bleeding,  blisters,  purgatives,  and  glysters  were,  in  the  course  of 
the  attack,  suggested  and  employed  by  Dr.  Littlehales,  my 
father,  and  myself.  The  inflammatory  symptoms  pursued  an  un* 
interrupted  course,  and  terminated  the  existence  of  the  poor  boy 
on  the  23d.  ' 

.  By  desire  of  the  father  and  friehds,  the  body  was  inspected,  and 
the  state  of  parts  was  as  follows:*-- The  general  aspect  of  the  ab- 
domen was  such  as  is  usual  after  inflammation  ;  the  situation  of 
the  viscera  natural.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ccecnm,  there 
was  effused  a  large  quantity  of  adhesive  matter  and  pus ;  the  coe^ 
cum  itself  and  the  bowels  lying  by  the  side  of  it,  very  vascular. 
The  appendix  vermiformis  coeci  had  an  ulcerated  opening  in  it,  and 
a  calculus  was- on  the  point  of  making  its  escape  into  the  abdomen. 
This  concretion  was  about  the  size  of  a  cherry-stone ;  another, 
somewhat  larger,  was  sacculated  in  the  appendix,  nearer  to  the 
body  of  the  gut.  The  calculus  has  somewhat  the  appearance  and 
consistence  of  wax,  though  harder,  similar  to  that  which  is  occa- 
sionally found  to  pass  peranum;  but  whether  biliary  or  intestinal, 
I  cannot  determine. 


Ccue  of  Epilepsy,    Detailed  by  the  Patient.* 

Sir, — I  have  for  some  years  past  been  myself  subject  to  this 
painful  and  dangerous  complaint,  and  have  taken  much  pains 

*  A  v^ry  intelligent  man,  not  a  member  of  the  profession. 
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to  investigate  its  cause,  and  ascertain  its  symptoms.  I  have 
consulted  many  medical  works  upon  (he  subject,  as  well  as 
taken  the  opinion  of  medical  men ;  but  have  never  yet  met, 
from  one  or  the  other,  with  a  correct  statement  of  the  symp- 
toms of  the  disorder.  The  description  of  them  in  bqth  cases 
has  been  general,  and  such  as  would  not  inform  a  patient 
clearly  whether  he  had  epileptic  fits  or  any  other.  These 
circumstances  have  induced  me  thus  to  publish  my  case, 
which  I  consider  to  be  that  of  true  and  genuine  epilepsy,  for 
the  use  of  the  public  at  large,  being  thoroughly  convinced  that 
no  person  can  so  well  describe  the  symptoms  as  those  who, 
like  myself,  have  had  many  attacks  of  it,  and  have  attentively 
considered  the  preliminary  sensations  which  indicate  its  ap- 
proach. 

The  symptoms,  as  I  have  experienced  them,  are  as  follows : 
— First,  sudden  faintness  comes  on,  attended  by  impeded  re- 
spiration; a  sense  of  tension  and  heat  are  felt  on  the  left  side 
of  the  stomach,  just  under  the  heart,  which  begins  to  beat 
with  great  violence,  accompanied  by  an  universal  tremor. 
The  nght  eye  is  then  affected,  and  there  is  a  defect  of  vision 
and  great  pain  in  the  muscles  of  the  eye ;  tears  are  forced  out 
in  considerable  quantities  from  both  eyes ;  the  muscles  of  the 
right  eye  feel  to  be  drawn  to  the  right  with  great  violence ; 
and  the  vision  is  obscured  by  the  lignt  assuming  a  prismatic 
appearance,  and,  during  the  convulsion,  a  perfect  rainbow  is 
seen,  which  appears  to  ascend,  and  the  eye  mechanically  seems 
to  follow  it.  The  left  eye  is  then  affected  in  the  same  manner, 
but  not  to  quite  so  great  a  degree ;  and  the  muscles  of  the 
face,  neck,  arms,  and  legs,  and  lastly  the  whole  body,  become 
convulsed.  The  patient  now  falls  down ;  the  carotid  artery, 
and  the  temporal  arteries,  throb  with  great  force.  The  heart 
also  flutters,  and  that  with  intermission ;  the  pulsation  at  the 
wrist  is  scarcely  felt,  and  sometimes  is  wholly  suspended. 
The  mind  is  filled  with  strange  ideas  of  cataracts,  voices^  rat- 
tling of  carriages,  &c. ;  and  there  is  great  noise  in  the  ears, 
arising,  no  doubt,  from  the  impeded  Qirculation  of  the  blood 
through  the  carotid  artery.  The  head  now  begins  to  turn 
round  towards  the  right  shoulder,  whilst  there  is  a  sensation 
at  the  heart  as  if  it  were  g^"asped  in  the  hand.  The  eyes  are 
violently  convulsed,  and  the  prismatic  corruscations  are  more 
quick  and  vivid ;  the  senses  are  obscured,  and  the  breathing 
quick  and  laborious,  till,  in  about  half  a  minute  after,  the 
head  becomes  giddy,  and  animation  (or  at  least  consciousness) 
is  suspended. 

Till  the  head  turns,  I  have  not  lost  the  power  of  thinking, 
and  even  asking  advice,  though  this  requires  great  exertion. 
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owing  to  the  convulsion  of  the  mcmth  and  throat.  Having^ 
had  many  of  these  attacks,  perhaps  a  dozen  or  more,  l 
have  become  so  perfectly  acquainted  with  all  the  symptoms 
that  occur,  that  I  have  divested  my  mind,  by  reflection,  of  any 
fear  of  them,  and  have  in  a  few  instances,  once  or  twice,  pre- 
vented their  occurrence,  so  late  as  the  first  appearance  of  the 
corruscations,  hy  immediately  lying  down  on  my  back,  and 
calming  myself  by  an  exertion  of  self-command,  which, 
though  dimcult  on  account  of  fear,  yet,  wheir  that  is  sub- 
dued by  reflection,  the  mental  operations  can  go  on  without 
interruption. 

By  doing  this  in  time,  (that  is,  two  or  three  minutes  after 
the  first  symptoms  of  faintness  and  impeded  circulation  at  the 
heart>)  and  taking  half  ft  wine-glass  of  any  spirit,  I  have 
found  that  the  pulsation  becomes  more  regular,  the  corrusca- 
tions cease,  and  the  fit  is  prevented.  But  there  will  still 
remain  an  unequal  action  of  the  pulse,  a  twitching  of  the 
tendons,  a  dulness  and  sense  of  weight  and  pain  in  the  head, 
and  a  tendency  to  relapse,  which  requires  great  firmness  of 
mind  to  resist.  These  symptoms  will  continue  for  three  or 
four  hours ;  and  1  'have  sometimes  known  them  succeeded  by 
a  general  shaking,  like  an  ague,  but  without  any  sense  of 
cold :  on  the  contrary,  there  has  been  a  glow  all  over  the  body. 

The  above  prismatic  corruscations  take  place  at  an  angle 
with  the  axis  of  the  eye,  and  the  rays  of  lignt  begin  to  oscil- 
late as  a  perfect  white  light  at  first, 'of  extreme  brightness; 
they  then  become  refracted,  their  corruscations  increase  in 
quickness,  till  they  assume  the  most  perfect  and  vivid  ap- 
pearance of  the  prismatic,  series. 

The  rationale  of  this  phenomenon  appears  to  be  the  convul- 
sion that  takes  jplace  in  the  muscles  of  the  eye.  The  humors 
being  thus  thrown  out  of  their  proper  form  into  various  irre- 
gular figures  by  the  convulsion,  must  naturally  refract  the 
rays  of  light,  and  thus  form  on  the  retina  the  pnsmatic  spec- 
trum, which  is  transmitted  to  the  common  sensorium ';  and 
this  can  only  account  for  the  appearance,  or  rather  the  fancied 
appearance,  of  the  spectrum  when  the  eyes  are  closed.  I 
conceive  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  produce 
this  effect  by  artificial  means,  as  it  would  be  necessary  to 
procure  a  natural  eye,  or  gelatinous  substances  of  the  same 
qualities  in  every  respect,  and  to  give  them,  by  galvanism  or 
'other  means,  the  convulsive  motions  in  precisely  the  same 
.manner  as  in  epileptic  fits. 

There  is  another  singular  affection  to  which  I  am  sometimes 
subject,  which  is  a  quiverihg  light,  assuming  during  its  con- 
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tinoanoe  variouB  .fisofeB,  comfteneing  at  the  fexterior  angle 
of  the  eyes,  (the  right  beginning  first,)and  going  off  either  over 
the  eyebrow,  or  next  the  nose*  All  objects  viewed  at  this 
time  are  obscured  in  part  by  the  cormscations,  and  the  effect 

E reduced  is  like  that  of  looking  through  a  pane  of  glass  which 
y  a  defect  in  its  manufacture  is  wavy. 
This  appears  to  be  produced  by  a.convttl^im  of  %h»  iris, 
which,  rendering  its  ^opttractions  and  irritations  unequal, 
would  naturally  produce  the  effect  described  without  any 
prismatic  phenomenon. 


-  *  > 

Case  of  PericardMSf  conmcUd  with  acute  Rheumatism^  ^ucicess" 
fully  tr^aied  by  S.  D.  Baooi^jtYOif^  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  St. 
George's  and  St.  James's  Dispen^ry,  and  Surgeon  to  His 
Majesty's  second  Regiment  of  Life.  Guards. 

The  case  of  which  I  am  about  to  give  an  account,  though 
one  now  well  knovm  and  understood^  may  nevertheless  be.re- 
'  garded  as  a  useful  addition,  perhaps,  to  the  general  stock  of 
information  upon  the  subject  to  wnich  it  relates. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  metastatis  of  acute  rheuma- 
tism was  the  obvious  exciting  cause  of  an  inflammatory  affec- 
tion of  the  heart,  that  the  suternations  of  the  disease  in  the 
different  structures  which  it  involved  were  strongly  marked 
and  clearly  traceable,  and  that  the  mind  was  anected  in  a 
singular  manner  during  its  progress. 

The  case  terminated  favorably;,  which,  in  conjunction 
with  its  unequivocal  signs,  I  deem  to  be  not  the  less  inte- 
resting to  the  pathologist  on  that  account. 

A  recruit  of  the  Life  Guards,  recently  from  the  couDtry,  aged 
nineteen,  tall,  biit  of  rather  a  slender  form  ^nd  pallid  complexion, 
was  taken  into  the  regimetital  hospital  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  of 
April,  1826.  He  complained  of  pains  throughout  the  body,prin- 
cij:>ally  referred  to  the  joints.  The  tongue  was  white^  the  pulse 
fbll  aiid  quicky  the  skin  dry,  and  the  bowels' wetemoderat^y  free* 
I  pNteribcd  tevte  grnm  of  Jtiaet's  powder  with  Hume  of  Coloaei  | 
«i^  p^cedhin  onapoon-^iet,  with,  l^^-water  and  nitre. 

April  4th;— ^ The  skin  appeared  moists  but  the  acticm  of  the  pi^ 
was  little  dtminiAhod* 

One  drachm  of  the  Vinom  Autimonti  Tart,  was  given  in  a  saline  draught 
every  bix  hoars.—- The  powder  was  repeated|  and  an  aperient  draught  of 
salts  and  senna  ordered  in  the  morning. 

5th. — A  slight  abatement  of  the  fever  seemed  to  have  taken 
place,  and  the  pains  were  diminished.*— Pergat. 

6th.— Some  degree  of  inflammation  of  the  pharynx. 


I 
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.^         A  gargle  of  NitraU  of  Potass  prescribed,  and  the  mixtare  repeated.— 
Calpmel  and  Antimony  as  before. 

7th,— Some  increase  of  fever,  and  return  of  pains  in  tlie  joints, 
occurred  today,  and  he.wias  put  into  a  hbt  bath.  The  antimonial 
wine  excited  too  much  nausea. 

The  dose  was  decreased,  and  the  mixtnre  given  every  fonr  hours,  with 
ten  grains  of  Jameses  powder  every  six. — ^The  Calomel  omitted. 
Soreness  of  the  pharynx  relieved. 

Next  day,  he  appeared  to  be  much  relieved,  with  moisture  on  the 
skin,  and  less  fever. 

9th. — He  experienced  great  pain  and  tumefaction  of  the  ^nee 
and  ankle  on  one  side,  with  extreme  tenderness  to  the  touch. 
Bowels  open  ;  tongue  furred. 

I  ordered  half  a  drachm  of  the  Colchicnm  Wine  to  be  given  with  each 
dose  of  the  mixtnre,  and  ten  grains  ofthecomponnd  powder  of  Ipecacu- 
anha, with  six  of  James's  powder,  every  six  boors ;  and  a  fomentation  of 
poppies  to  be  appli^  to  •  the  limb. 

.  10th. — The  pain  and  swelling  of  the  limb  was  much  relieved, 
and  now  an  urgent  cough  and  fixed  pain  at  the  sternum  appeared. 
The  tongue  was  very  dry  and  furred ;  the  pulse  hard,  rapid,  and 
full.  A  deep  inspiration  excited  pain  and  coughing,  indicating  acute 
inflammatory  action,  probably  in  the  pericardium.     The  respira- 
tion did  not  seem  to  indicate  the  lungs  as  the  seat  of  the  disorder. 
Twenty-four  ounces  of  blood  were  directly  taken  from  a  large  orifice  in 
the  arm ;  the  Colchicnm  was  omitted,  and  the  Antimony  increased  to  dou- 
ble the  former  dose. —Ten  grains  of  James's  powder,  with  two  of  Calomel, 
were  given  in  the  evening ;  and  thirty  leeches  applied  to  the  chest, 

— the  bleeding  in  the  morning  not  having  removed  the  pain,  al- 
though it  had  diminished  the  fever,  and  the  heart  being  felt  acting 
powerfully  against  the  ribs.     The  blood  taken  in  the  morning  was 

much  cupped  and  bufFy.  -      ^ 

s  A  blister  was  applied  to  the  back,  between  the  shoulders,  at  night. 

1 1  th.— Some  relief  from  the  urgent  symptoms  of  the  day  pre- 
vious seemed  to  be  obtained,  but  the  action  of  the  heart  and  arte- 
ries continued  high  and.  strong.  The  tongue  was  more  moist,  and 
less  furred.'  The  wrist  of  the  left  arm  was  swollen,  red,  and*  ten- 
der, and  there  was  pain  in  the  shoulder  when  moved.  He'  had 
rather  a  restless  night,  but  the  skin  was  moi&t.  The  application 
of  the  leeches  was  followed  by  a  disposition  to  syncope.  The  cough 
was.  considerably  diminished,  and  the  bowels  were  open.  The 
pulse  the  evening  before  was- at  130,  but  diminished  in  strength. 
The  urine  was  rery  turbid,  but  clear  this  morning;  and  the  swelling 
of  the  limb  went  down  after  the  application  of  poppy  fomentations, 
but  remained  stiff. 

Twenty  drops  df  the  Tincture  of  Digitalis  were  added  to  each  dose  of 
the  mixture. 

12th, — Slept  well  last  night.   Some  pain  in  the  left  arm.   Pulse 

ninety-six;  tongue  moist  and  cleaning.    Very  little  cough^  and 

pain  of  the  chest  much  diminished.     Feels  weak  and  low. 

The  Digitalis  was  increased  to  twenty-five  drops  every  five  hours. 

No,  346.— A'o.  18,  New  Series,  S  U 
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Today  he  was  allowed  a  little  broth »  and  the  following  draught 
was  given  to  remove  a  retention  of  urine  from  the  blister,  viz. 

MistursB  Cainpbor,  Misturae  Salinae,  aa^. ;  iTrae.  Hyoscyami  5^3.; 
Spirit.  Athens  Nitrosi  S  j^*  ^'  i^t.  sum. 

13th.— -Passage  of  urine  free ;  bowels  open.  The  cough  was 
nearly  gone;  pulse  redueed  to  eighty-four.  Slept  well.  Tongue 
moist  and  clean ;  the  left  arm  much  better  '^  skin  moist. 

14th.^ — This  morning  the  cough  had  somewhat  increased,  but 
the  pulse  continued  at  eighty *four.  Complained  of  ardor  urinee. 
for  which  twenty  drops  of  the  Liquor  Potassse  were  given  in  barley- 
water  and  solution  of  gum  arable  occasionally,  together  with  ten 
grains  of  the  compound  powder  of  Ipecacuanha  every  six  hours. 

l5th«-^Pul8e  eighty-four.     The  ardor  urinoe  relieved,  and  the 
urine,  which  w^is  thick  yesterday,  is  now  clear*     The  bowels  were 
open,  and  he  was  better  in  every  respect. 
The  Digitalis  omitted. 

16th.-^The  urine  was  scanty  and  turbid ;  the  blister  healed. 
Pergat. 

17th. — Urine  clear  and  freer.     Much  debility. 

Pergat.    The  antimonial  wine  omitted.  ' 

19th. — Pain  of  the  chest  and  cough  returned;  pulse  rose  to 

120,  and  rather  full;  tongue  dry. 

Twenty-four  oonces  of  blood  taken  fro^  a  large  orifice  in  the  arm. — 
Diet  reduced  to  spoon.  The  mixture,  with  one  drachm  of  antimonial 
wine,  repeated  every  four  hours.  The  Dover's  powder  omitted.  A  large 
blister  applied  to  the  chest.  A  moderate  draught  of  Salts  and  Senna 
given.  / 

In  the  evening,  he  was  very  much  relieved.  The  blood  ap- 
peared much  cupped  and  buffy. 

20th.  — The  pulse  was  much  reduced,  and  he  was  better,  and 

continued  so,  but  weak,  till  the  25th,  when  a  fixed  pain  in  the  left 

side  came  on,  not  increased  by  a  deep  inspiration.    The  pulse  rose 

to  116,  but  without  cough. 

Twenty-four  leeches  were  applied  to  the  side,  and  twenty  drops  ofthd 
Tincture  of  Digitalis  added  to  each  dose  of  the  mixt8re.-~^iie  drachm 
of  ColcfaicDm-wine  was  given  at  night. 

26th. — In  the  entening  he  was  mnth  relieved,  and  slept  during 
the  night.  The  pain  was  removed,  but  was  disposed  to  return  at 
intervals.  The  pulse  was  quick,  but  diminished  in  strength ;  re- 
spired freely,  and  had  no  cough ;  skin  moist. 

The  Colchicnm  was  repeated  this  night,  andr  |iie  wi^ctore  cootinaed 
ev«ry  six  hours. 

27th. — Pain  returns  periodically  in  the  region  of  the  heart ;  the 
pulse  was  bounding  and  intermittent,  and  the  heart  acted  forcibly 
against  the  ribs,  as  if  struggling  in  a  confined  space/ with  a  sen- 
sation of  fluttering  in  the  chest.  When  on  his  back  he  complained 
of  suffocation,  and  respired  best  in  an  upright  position.  Slept 
well  last  nightv  The  tongue  was  moist  and  clean.  No  stool  today, 
llie  Colchicnm  omitted.  The  mixture  continued,  and  thirty  drops  of 
the  digitalis  given  at  each  dose.    An  opening  draught. 
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28th. — Last  evening  his  pulse  became  reduced  in  strength  and 
frequency,  and  he  was  low  and  restless. — Pergat. 

29th. — Pulse  sixty,  and  did  not  intermit;  urine  high-coloured 
and  clear;  restless.  This  day  he  appeared  confused  in  his  mind, 
and  talked  incoherently.— -Pergat. 

30th. — The  incoherency  continued,  and  he  repeated  the  last 
word  of  every  question  and  remark  made  to  him.  The  extreme  ful- 
ness and  force  of  the  heart's  action  somewhat  lessened. 

The  mixtnre  repeated,  and  the  blister  renewed  between  the  shoulders. 

May  Ist — He  appeared  to  have  recovered  his  self-possession, 
and  to  have  nearly  left  off  repeating  the  last  word  addressed  to 
him.  Slept  better  last  night,  and  was  more  composed.  He  re- 
spired easily:  the  pulse  was  less  full;  the  heart  beat  less  forcibly, 
but  the  artery  pulsated  irregularly.  Tongue  moist  and  clean, 
and  bowels  open. 

Dijring  the  few  following  days,  he  appeared  to  improve,  but 
rambled  a  little^  and  sometimes  the  repetition  of  the  last  word 
was  observable,  and  his  spirits  appeared  low.  The  pulse  was^re* 
duced  to  fifty-six,  and  the  heart's  action  diminished.  The  artery 
at  the  wrist  intermitted  in  its  beats.  Latterly  his  ipind  seemed 
less  affected. — On  the  4th,  the  Digitalis  and  Antimonial  Medicine 
was  omitted,  and  a  draught  of  Infusion  of  Roses,  with  Epsom 
Salts,  given  thrice  a  day ;  and  his  diet  was  rendered  more  gene- 
rous, in  a  small  degree. 

Qtb. — The  intermission  of  the  pulse  continued,  but  less  so,  and 
he  seemed  to  complain  only  of  debility,  with  less  restlessness  and 
mental  affection, 

J9th« — Has  sat  up  every.day,  and,  when  upright,  the  pulse  beat 
steady  and  at  100,  but  not  strong  or  full.  Night  sweats  have 
come  on,  but  he  has  slept  well,  without  pain  or  cough,  ,  The 
hearts  action  continued  quick  and  forcible.  Since  the  16th,  he 
had  taken  a  grain  of  Digitalis  with  three  of  the  Pil«  Hydr.  twice 
a  day,  and  yeste^rday  the  Digitalis  was  increased  to  a  grain  and  a 
half.     The  following  pills  were  now  prescribed — 

Digitalis  gr.  v. ;  Hydr.  Subm.  gr.  vt;  Extracti  Conii  5J-^*  tiatpil. 
xy,  quanim  sumaf ;  ter  in  die. 

«  An  ointment  of  one  drachm  of  Tartarised  Antimony,  rubbed  up 
with  an  ounce  of  the  Ung.  Cetacei  was  applied  every  night  to  the 
chest,  till  the  pustules  produced  rendered  its  omission  necessary. 

He  continued  to  gather  strength,  and  the  pulse  became  slow, 
natural,  and  equable;  and  on  the  24th  of  June  he  left  the  hospi- 
tal, and  returned  to  his  duty,  having  been  under  treatment  since 
the  3d  of  April. 

He  has  since  continued  perfectly  well,  and  has  never  re- 
laxed from  his  duties  a  single  day.  On  examining  him  re- 
cently, I  found  the  heart  seemed  to  labour  against  the  ribs : 
but  his  health  was^  excellent,  and  his  constitution  in  good 
^Dondition,  his  conduct  being  steady,  sober,  and  quiet. 
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Case  (of  Fever?).  By  Oeoros  GB.£QoaY,  m.d«  senior  Physician 
to  the  St.  Gxorge's  and  St.  Jamss's  General  Dispensary. 

In  the  forenoon  of  Monday,  October  13thy  1823,  I  was  called  to 
give  my  profeftsional  advice  to  Adele  Anselle,  a  young  woman, 
twenty «one  years  of  age,  lately  arrived  from  France,  residing  with 
Madame' M.,  an  embroiderer  and  dress-maker,  at  No.  14,  War. 
wick-street,  Golden-square.  The  symptoms  were  as  follows  c-^ 
High  fever,  hot  skin,  pnlse  120,  strong  and  full;  great  expression 
of  anxiety  in  the  countenance;  no  urgent  pain.  Wlran  pressed  to 
describe  her  sensations,  she  said  she  had  mal  au  cceur  (stckae^s  at 
heart,)  and  ah  excessively  bad  taate  in  the  mouth*  This  latter 
symptom  appeared  to  predominate  aver  the  former,  and  inde^ 
over  every  other.  She  was  in  bed,  and  further  complatned  of  ex* 
cessive  weakness.  She  had  been  observed  by  those  around  her 
drooping  during  the  whole  of  the  preceding  week,  but  she  never 
made  much  complaint,  and  she  persevered  in  doing  a  little  work. 
The  day  previous  to  my  seeing  her,  she  for  the  first  time  kept  her 
bed. 

Finding  that-  she  had  of  her  own  accord  taken  an  emetic,  which 
had  acted  effectually,  but  without  benefit,  I  made  some  further  in. 
quiries  with  the  view  of  directing  my  practice.  The  result  was  as 
Mlows :— ^Bowels  not  open,  but  no  fulness  or  tenderness  of  the 
abdomen;  draws  her  breath  deep  without  inconvenience ;  no  sense 
of 'Uttttering  at  the  heart ;  occasionally,  she  has  a  short  cough,  but 
she  does  not  complain  of  it;  tongue  loaded;  no  delirium.  I 
formed  no  distinct  notion  of  the  disease,  but  thought  it  advisable 
to  take  away  blood.  A  vein  was  opened  freely,  but  the  blood 
would  not  flow.  She  became  pale  in  the  face^  and  faint. 
A  purgative  ordered* 

Monday  evening. — Worse.  Fever  runs  high*  Complains  of 
an  undescribable  feeling  about  the  sternnm.  Something,  she 
says,  seems  to  come  up  into  her  mouth,  and  causes  a  horribly  bad 
taste.  Pulse  very  full  and  active ;  great  restlessness;  general 
distress,  urgent  in  the  extreme.  I  directed  Mr.  Harding,  apothe- 
cary to  the  Dispensary,  to  bleed  her,  if  ppssible.  He  got  about 
ten  ounces,  when  she  fainted. 

Tuesday  morning. — Rather  better.  Passed  a  tolerable  night. 
Pain  of  the  legs  was  the  principal  symptom  complained  of  at  this 
visit. 

j^liiie  medicines  ordered. 

Tuesday  evening.— All  the  former  distressing  symptoms  are 

returned. 

A  purgative  draught,  to  be  foHowedby  a  diaphoretic  julep. 

Wednesday. — Uneasiness  today  very  great,  and  is  now  deci- 
dedly referred  to  the  region  of  the  heart?  Pulse  very  bounding 
and  irregular.  Another  attempt  made  to  bleed  her,  but  the  blood 
would  not  flow  from  the  arm.  She  was  cupped  on  the  chest  to 
twelve  ounces,  with  some  degree  of  reHef, 
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Wednesday  evening.— Distress  more  urgent.  Again  I  tried  to 
bleed  her,  but  only  an  ounce  or  two  of  blood  flowed.  Leeches 
were  directed,  and  fomentations.  At  ibis  visit  I  had  the  assistance 
X)f  Mr.  CALLOW,  surgeon  of  the  84th  Regiment. 

Thursday  morning. —Mr.  Corbett,  surgeon,  of  Titchborne- 
street,  accompanied  me.  The  distress  of  the  patient  yras  excessive. 
She  earnestly  prayed  for  some  relief.  The  pulse  was  very  inter- 
mittent, but  it  bounded  against  tbe  finger  with  singular  force.  We 
determined  to  put  her  into  a  warm  bath,  and  in  that  situation  to 
bleed  her.  However,  before  we  could  get  things  ready  for-  this 
latter  operation,  she  fell  into  a  deep  and  long  faint.  On  her  re« 
covery  from  that  state,  some  doses  of  Calomel  were  given* 

Thursday  evening. — Countenance  expressive  of  the  mpst  urgent 
distress.  She  is  tossing  about  the  bed,  but,  when  asked,  says  she 
has  no  positive  local  pain.  She  distinctly  states,  however,  that 
her  respiration  is  not  free.  Late  at  night,  finding  her  distressed 
condition  even  worse,  I  determined  to  try  what  a  long-continued 
faint  would  do.  I  put  on  twelve  leeches  to  the  pit  of  the  stomach; 
and  immediately  afterwards  bled  her  in  the  arm.  By  these  means 
I  produced  a  long-continued  faint  of  three  hours  and  a  half,  during 
which  time  I  fully  expected  to  see  her  die.  She  recovered,  how* 
ever,  and  passed  the  rest  of  the  night  more  comfortably. 

Friday  morning. — Complains  of  excessive  weajcness,  but  the 
general  character  of  the  symptoms  remains  nearly  the  same.  Puls^ 
so. intermittent  that  it  could  not  easily J)e  counted.  Accompanied 
in  this  visit  by  Mr.  M'Axtlay,  surgeon,  of  Lincoln. 

Friday  evening. — Recurrence  of  urgent  general  distress,  with 
great  heat  of  skin,  and  a  full  but  still  intermittent  pulse*  I  bled 
her,  myself,  to  ten  ounces,  when  she  became  convulsed,  and  I  of 
course  stopped.  She  passed  a  quieter  night  than  usual.  Refuses 
to  take  medicine. 

Saturday  morning,  (October  18th.) — Complains  of  throbbing  of 
the  temporal  arteries,  and  wishes  for  leeches.  Skin  hot ;  pulse 
exceedingly  intermittent,  but  very  bounding.  Applied  Hirudines 
X.  temporibus.     Leeches  bled  well,  and  gave  some  relief. 

Saturday  night. — All  the  symptoms  aggravated.  Prays  for 
some  relief,  and  does  not  object  to  be  bled  again.  I  immediately 
'  bled  her  from  the  arm,  and  obtained  twelve  ounces  of  blood,  but  it 
was  a  long  time  in  flowing.  Remained  very  faint  for  an  hour  af- 
terwards* Great  restlessness  then  supervened,  for  which'I  di- 
rected thirty-five  drops  of  laudanum,  and  left  her,  with  little  or 
no  hopes  of  her  living  through  the  night.  The  blood  was  very 
watery.  .  Some  that  spurted  off  scarcely  stained  the  sheets.  Wine 
and  water  to  be  taken  at  intervals. 

Sunday. — Passed  a  tolerably  quiet  night.  This  morning,  coun- 
tenance very  anxious ;  pulse  not  les^  bounding,  but  more  regular. 
Makes  no  complaint  of  pain,  but  says  she  is  very  weak.  \  She 
turns  in  bed,  however,  and  raises  herself  when  she  wants  to  drink. 
Thirst  very  great.     Skin  cooler  than  formerly.     No  stool. 
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Five  craiiM  of  Calomel^  and  a  black  doaa—- Some  wine-aiHl-water,  beef- 
tea,  and  jelly. 

Monday,  (October 20th.) — Passed  a  tolerable  night.  Pulse  10§, 

full,  but  not  intermittent.     Anxiety  still  strongly  depicted  in  the 

countenance.     Says  she  feels  very  ill.     Bowels  freely  opened. 
Nitre  powders  every  foar  honrs. 

Friday,  (October  31st.) — Since  the  last  report,  the  patieat  has 
gradually  mendadt  but  the  alteration  in  l>er  st;ate  from  day  to  day 
was  with  dij£culty  perceptibly.  The  only  neifr  symptom  has  been 
the  expectoration,,  within  the  la^t  five  days,  of  ^  considerable 
quantity  of  mueua.  The  pulse  is  still  quick,  but  uniform  in  its 
beat.  Appetite  retiirning;  she  sleeps  well ;  respiration  quite  easy; 
still  very  weak.  Walked  across  ih&  room  yesterday  for  the  first 
time. 

During  the  two  first  we^ks  of  November,  she  suffered  mqst  se- 
verely from  beednehe,  which  was  relieved  by  leecb/eA»  and  ulti- 
mately yielded  to  active  purging.  Third  week  in  Novem^ber,  found 
my  patient  still  ailing :  very  weak ;  t>er  fa^e  w;as  pale  and  swelled, 
and  she  looked  like  one  dropsical;  pulse  too  quick;  tot^guje  v^y 
foul ;  appetite  improving  slowly.  She  is  beginning  to  do  a*  little 
work  at  her  needle. 

December  2d.-^till  poorly,  thou|^  somewhat  better.  Goes  off 
tpmorxow  for  Calais,  her  native  place»  to  try  the  effect  of  res^t  and 
change  of  air. 

March  1,  l827.-*-Maden^oiseUe  Anselle  is  now  in  Paris,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  perfect  health. 


SingvXor  Case  of  Mortification,  treated  by  Mr.  Green,  at  St. 

Thomas's  ^Hospital. 

EtMTARD  YovKOB,  tttat.  twenty-^iee,  laboarer,  wasadnutted  into. 
St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  I2th  October,  1826,  with  sloughing  of  the 
nese-  and  feet.  He  is  apparently  of  robust  make  and  healthy  con- 
tdtution.  From  the  description  of  himeelf  and  process  of  his 
complaint,  we  could  learn  but  little,  his  tenses  being  far  from 
sound,  ft  appears  that  ^e  has  usually  had  a  good  meal  a  day, 
and  that  he  has  had  few  opportunities  of  obtaining  spirits.  Pre. 
vious  to  the  appearance  of  the  disease,  he  slept  in  the  open  air 
fot  four  successiye  nights,  but  those  nights  could  not  have  been 
attended  with  frost,  being  full  six  -weeks  beiope  the  date  of  his 
admission.  The  disease,  he  says,  began  about  a>  month  ago,,  first 
by  coldness  in  the  ^rt,  which,  gradusJly  f turned  blue,  and  was 
then  affected  with  a  burning  sensation,  after  which  it  wasted  away ; 
the  surjface  being  of  a  black  colour. 

The  sore  on  the  face  is  df  a  triangular  shape,  extending  from  the 
bridge  of  the  nose  to  the  upper  lip,  making  the  nose  level  with  the 
cheeks,  and  exposing  the  alveolar  processes  of  the  upper  jaw: 
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there  is  a  dark-brown  and  dry  slough  upon  the  surface,  wltb  an 
evident  line  of  separation,  which  is  fnrrowed  round  the  sore,  show- 
ing the  ivory  appearance  of  the  bone  beneath  in  some  places i  and 
just  detaching  the  slough  from  the  edges  in  the  others ;  there  is 
no  blush  of  inflammation  or  tenderness.  The  left  foot  has  a  slough 
upon  the  toes,  similar  to  the  former,  though  irregularly  a6fecting 
them,  while  a  livid  hue  extends  up  to  the  ankle.  In  the  right  foot, 
discoloration  alone  is  present.  The  hands  partake  also  of  the 
tame  appearance.  Each  limb  is  cold  to  the  touch,  and  produces 
to  the  patient  the  sensation  of  burning  heat.  The  temperature  of 
the  whole  body  is  far  below  the  natural  standard ;  the  pulse  is 
100,  and  very  feeble ;  tongue  dry  and  brown  ;  great  thirst;  skin 
hot ;  his  stools  are  frequent,  and  pass  alm'ost  involnntarity ;  and 
his  urine  is  scanty. 

MUt.  Creta  f  S  j. ;  Conf.  Arom.  9j.;  Tin^et.  Opii  m.  xx*  ijiuirtiL  qtiftqne 

horft. — Aque  Vita  et  Aquae  Tepid,  ai  ^sa.  omni  Bd&iliora.  —Cat.  Lini  to 

the  sloagba.    Flannel  to  the  discolourea  parts. 

Nine  P.M. — Skin  burning  hot  and  dry;  pulse  sharp  and  quick ; 
thirst  still  great. 

Brandy  every  boar  only,  with  doable  qnuttity  of  water.  * 

Eleven  p.m.— General  excitement  the  same;  the  skin  hotter. 
Brandy  every  hoar  and  a  half,  with  hot  water  every  half-hoor. 

13th,  seven  a.m. — Skin  getting  cold  again,  and  pulse  sunk,  but 
no  perspiration. 

Brandy  every  hoar. 

Twelve  o'clock.— Much  the  same. 

R.  MistCretaef^M.;  Conf.  Arom.  8J.;  TiMCti  Opii  m.  <zx.  qoaipti 
qnaqae  hor&. — Beef- tea. 

]4th. — Very  little  alteration.      Diarrhoea  less;  spirits  better, 

and  answers  more  freely,  but  there  is  always  a  dulness  about 

him.  V 

Be.  Salph.  Quinio.  gr.  v. ;  Tinet.  Opii  no.  x. ;  Inf.  Catechu  Jiss^  qaartii 
qo&qae  hor&. 

•Half-past  ten  p.m. — Delirious,  with  great  restlessness;  and  toss-' 

ing  about  for  the  last  hour,  having  complained  of  considerablia 

pain  in  the  affected  limbs. 

Pil.  Opiigr.iij.  st.  s.  etrep'j.omni  semihorfc. 

The  delirium  continued  to  increase  till  half-past  twelve,  when 
he  suddenly  expired. 

18th. — On  examination,  nothing  unusual  presented  itself.  The 
liver  and  kidneys  were  much  enlarged,  but  their  stfuctnre,  as  well 
as  that  of  every  other  viscus,  was  perfectly  healthy.  The  lungs, 
heart,  and  large  vessels,  showed  nothitag  unnatural.  A  little  water 
was  found  at  the  base  of  the  brain^ 

In  this  case,  the  most  remarkable  circumstance  is 
the  obscurity  of  the  cause,  in  the  search  of  which,  neither 
the  history  from  the  patient  while  living,  nor  the  post-mortem 
examination,  could  assist  us.    Nourishment  had  been  sup- 
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plied  to  him  in  suffideiicy,  And  he-  could  not  hare  been 
erposed  to  any  great  degree  of  cold.  The  large  arteries 
indicated  no  diseased  alteration  ;  and  we  were  not  induced 
to  examine  the  smaller  yessels,  as  the  same  appearances 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  seen  as  in  the  large 
ones. 

While  in  the  hospital,  his  different  limbs  exhibited  all  the 
various  stages  of  the  disease  very  remarkably  at  once.  His 
hands  were  slightly  discoloured,  numbed,  and  cold  to  the 
touch ;  the  right  foot  was  of  a  deeper  cast;  and  the  left  ex- 
hibited a  slough,  not  circumscribed,  but  inclined  to  spread, 
the  black  and  Ovid  colours  being  intimately  blended  together; 
while  on  the  nose  was  not  only  a  line  of  demarkation,  but 
in  some  parts  aetnal  separation. 


REMOVAL  OF  THE  SCROTUM. 

Account  qfa  singular  CalctUous  Degeneration  of  the  Scrotum,  for 
which  the  whole  qf  that  part  was  successfully  removed.  By 
Valentine  Mott,  m.d.  Professor  of  Surgery  in  Rutger's  Me- 
dical College,  New- York.  [Extracted  from  the  Philadelphia 
Journal,'] 

In  the  practice  of  surgery,  we  frequently  obserye  very  singu* 
lar  morbid  alterations  of  texture,  which  are  worthy  of  being 
recorded,  notwithstanding  our  inability  to  account  for  their 
production.  None  of  the  works  that  we  ha^e  examined  con- 
tain a  description  of  such  a  degeneration  as  that  we  are  about 
to  describe,  nor  have  we  ever  met  with  another  instance  of  a 
similar  kind.  It  may,  therefore,  be  useful  to  state  th6  fact, 
as  a  contribution  towards  a  more  complete  history  of  the  mor- 
bid anatomy  of  the  scrotum. 

In  the  summer  of  1824,  I  was  requested  to  visit  J.  R.,  aged 
about  seventy-three,  a  wealthy  farmer  residing  upon  Lopg  Island. 
His.  health  had  been  declining  for  two  or  three  years,  from  an 
affection  of  his  stomach,  accompanied,  as  he  stated,  with  an  un- 
common disease  of  the  scrotum.  The  latter  complaint  had  so  far 
increased  within  the  last  year  as  materially  to  injure  his  health,  in 
consequence  of  an  ulceration  and  very  fetid  discharge  therefrdm. 

The  constant  and  severe  burning  which  he  experienced  in  the 
region  of  the  pylorus,  with  an  ejection  of  the  contents  of  the  sto- 
mach shortly  after  eating,  together  with  frequent  acid  eructations 
and  costiveness,  led  to  the  fear  that  there  was  some  organic  de- 
rangement of  the  lower  orifice  of  the  stomach. 

As  the  disease  of  the  scrotum  was  the  particular  object  of  my 
visit,  Lrequested  permission  to  examine  it.  It  exhibited  a. mon- 
strous, and  to  me  a  very  unique  appearance,  reaching  fully  two- 
thirds  the  length  of  his  thighs^  being  from  twelve  to  fifteen  limes 
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its  ordiaary  bulk,  and  studded,  partiolilitly  on  each  edge,  it  being 
flattened  ant^iorly  and  posterioriyy  "with  several  dozen  tumorg»  of 
a  ttony  hardness*  eov^red  wiljb  •the  intef  ument8»  from  the  size  of 
nutmegs  to  th^t  of  a  laiige  pea.  It  resembled  an  enormous  bunch 
of  grapesy  or  more  closely  some  morbid  conditions  of  the  pancreas 
and  spleen,  which  we  have  occsfsionally  met  with.  The  tumors 
had  all  a  very  white  appearance,  and  the  integuments  of  two  or 
three  of  the  largest,  having  been  ulcerated  for  upwards  of  a  year, 
poured  forth  a  constant  and  very  fetid  discharge,  ^t  these  open- 
ings white  bodies  were  seen,  which,  when  touched  with  a  probe, 
felt  of  a  stony  hardness.  A  white  substance  resembling  mortar 
was  discharging  from  these  openings,  which  resulted  from  the 
crumbling  away  of  the  calculi  and  the  combination  of  this  sub: 
stance  with  the  fluid  from  the  ulcets. 

This  state  of  the  scrotum  was  upwards  of  twenty  years'  duration, 
and  had  been  gradually  increasing,  the  tumors  multiplying  as  the 
scrotum  augmented  in  size.  The  patient  knew  of  no  cause  to 
which  it  could  be  ascribed. 

From  its  size  and  weight,  as  well  as  the  loathsome  nature  of  the 
discharge,  he  became  desirous  to  have  it  removed,  if  practicable 
and  proper.  His  health  being  sufficiently  good,  and  the  testes 
appearing  to  move  freely  in  the  diseased  mass,  led  me  to  recom- 
mend that  the  operation  should  be  performed. 

An  incision  was  made  around  the  root  or  base  of  the  scrotum, 
beginning  on  each  side  of  the  under  part  of  the  penis,  at  a  point  a 
little  above  the  scrotum,  so  that  some  integument  of  this  part  of 
the  penis  in  a  diseased  state  was  also  removed,  and  carried  down 
to  the  perineum,  leaving  an  angular  portion  of  the  scrotum  below, 
of  about  an  inch  in  length.  Cautiously  cutting  through  the  dis- 
eased integuments  and  the  subcutaneous  cellular  structure,  the  va« 
ginal  coat  of  each  testis  was  readily  discovered  and  avoided.  The 
whole  of  the  morbid  mass  was  removed  by  cautious  dissection, 
leaving  the  tunica  vaginalis  on  each  side  sound  and  unopened. 
Numerous  arteries  were  secured  during  the  dissection,  in  the  in- 
teguments, as  well  as  several  large  ones  in  the  septum  scroti. 

The  perineal  portion  of  the  scrotum  was  susceptible  of  very 
considerable  elongation,  but  it  was  altogether  insufficient  to  cover 
the  testes.  A  new  covering  for  them,  therefore,  could  only  be  look- 
ed for  from  the  granulatory  process.  Light  dressings  of  lint,  com- 
press, and  a  T  bandage,'  were  applied  for  the  first  two  days,  followed 
by  emollient  poultices  to  favor  the  second  mode  of  healing. 

Suppuration  and  granulation  being  well  established,  the  new 
scrotum  was  increased  and  fashioned  by  the  use  of  adhesive  straps. 

His  complete  recovery  from  the  operation,  and  the  reproduction 
of  a  scrotum,  was  not  interrupted  by  any  circumstance.  Three 
years  have  now  elapsed,  and  he  enjoys  excellent  health,  being  oc- 
casionally obliged  to  take,  for  a  week  or  two,  a  few  grains  of  the 
Subnitrate  of  Bismuth,  to  remove  the.  affection  of  his  stomach, 
which,  before  the  operation  was  performed,  threatened  to  become 
an  organic  disease. 
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Qae  laudanda  forent,  et  qon  ealpaada,  vieissim 

Ilia,  prlM,  cretA;  moxheec,  carDone.no/afntM.— PsBsins. 

Reports  of  Medical  CaseSf  selected  with  a  view  of  illustrating  the 
Symptoms  and  Cure  of  Diseases  by  a  reference  to  Morbid  Ana- 
tomy* By  Richard  Bright,  m.d,  p.r.s.  &c.  Lecturer  on 
the  Practrce  of  Medicine,  and  one  of  the  Physicians  to  Guy's 
Hospital. — 4to.  pp.  231.     Longman  and  Co.  London,  1827. 

The  principal  object  of  this  work  is  to  illustrate  some  of  the 
appearances  observable  on  the  examination  of  diseases  termi- 
nating in  dropsical  effusion.  These  are  various,  and  some  of 
them  well  known, — thus  we  are  accustomed  to  acknowledge 
the  connexion  between  certain  diseases  of  the  liver,  the  heart, 
and  the  lungs,  and  serous  effusion  into  the  various  cavities. 
Obstructed  circulation  seems  to  be  the  common  principle  on 
which  all  these  act:  heart  affections  frequently  throw  the 
blood  back,  or  more  properly  speaking,  delay  it  m  the  venous 
system ; — hepatic  disease  prevents  the  free  circulation  throu^ 
the  vena  portae ;  simple  tumors,  even  if  unconnected  with  dis- 
ease, as  pregnancy,  by  mere  mechanical  influence  produce  ana- 
sarcous  accumulations.  Another  set  of  causes,  probably  ope- 
rating in  a  different  manner,  are  to  be  found  in  certain  changes 
which  the  serous  membranes  undergo.  *  But,  besides  all  these. 
Dr.  Bright  is  of  opinion,  that  the  kidneys  are  frequently  dis- 
eased in  dropsy ;  and  this,  not  as  an  adventitious  circotnstance, 
but  as  constituting  an  important  part  in  the  pathological 
history  of  these  effusions.  Where  these  conditions  of  the 
kidney  have  occurred,  the  dropsy  has  frequently  been  found 
connected  with  the  secretion  of  urine,  containing  albumen,  and 
more  or  less  coagulable  on  the  application  of  heat;  and  it  is  fur-: 
ther  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  these  cases  the  liver  has  generally 
been  found  comparatively  healthy :  on  the  other  hand,  where  the 
dropsy  has  been  dependent  on  organic  disease  of  the  liver,  the 
urine,  as  a  general  rule*  has  not  coagulated  by  heat«  nor  have 
the  kidneys  been  found  diseased.  **  I  have  neveryet  (says  Dr. 
Bright,)  e^^amined  the  body  of  a  patient  dying  With  dropsy,  at- 
tended with  coagulable  urine,  in  whom  some  obvious  derange* 
ment  was  not  discovered  in  the  kidneys  :"  whether  these 
changes  of  structure  are  to  be  considered  as  having,  in  their 
early  stages,  given  rise  to  an  alteration  in  the  secreting  power, 
or  whether  the  organic  change  be  the  consequence  of  along 
continued  morbid  action,  is  doubtful ;  but  our  author  thinks 
it  probable  tliat  the  change  in  the  action  of  the  kidney  re- 
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suits  from  the  various  iiuurious  causes  operating  upon  that 
organ,  through  the  medium  of  the  stomach,  deranging  the 
balance  of  the  circulation  in  tfce  part,  or  perhaps  producing 
actual  inflammation. 

Dropsy,  from  exposure  to  cold,  is  generally  attended  with 
albummous  urine,  and  Dr.  Bright  further  points  out  the  ten- 
dency which  the  kidneys  have,  under  such  circumstances,  to 
throw  off  the  fed  particles  of  the  blood,  producing  various  de- 
grees of  haematuria.  In  a  form  of  dropsy  very  opposite  to  this, 
that,  namely,  which  occurs  in  worn  out  and  cacnectic  habits, 
the  saxne  phenomenon  presents  itself.  But  in  all  such  cases 
as  aliready  stated,  our  author  thinks  the  kidneys  haive  been 
deranged. either  functionally  or  organically,  or  both. 

Now  these  various  positions  which  we  nave  thus  briefly  laid 
down  are  exemplified  by  the  detail  of  numerous  cases^  which 
are  given  at  full  length,  and  each  of  which  is  followed  by  the 
remarks  which  it  has  suggested  to  the  author;  after  which,  as  a 
summing  up  of  the  evidence,  there  are  some  observations  upon 
the  whole  generally.  To  follow  so  many  cases  through  daily 
reports,  would  be  tedious,  nay,  with  our  confined  limits,  impos- 
sible ;  but,  as  this  is  the  part  of  the  work  having  most  claims 
to  originality,  and  as  the  subject  is  full  of  interest,  we  have 
condensed  somewhat  Dr.  Bnght's  observations,  and  present 
them  to  our  readers  as  a  general  analysis  of  his  views  on  this 
subject. 

Some  general  Remarks  on  the  foregoing  Cases. 

"  From  the  observations  which  I  have  made,  I  have  been  led  to 
believe  that  there  may  be  several  forms  of  disease  to  which  the 
kidney  becomes  liable  in  the  progress  of  dropsical  affection  :  I 
have  even  thought  that  the  organic  derangements  which  have 
already  presented  themselves  to  my  notice,  will  authorise  the  es- 
tablishment of  three  varieties,  if  not  of  three  completely  separate 
forms,  of  diseased  structure,  generally  attended  by  a  decidedly 
albumious  character  of  the  urine. —In  tbe^rs^,  a  state  of  degene- 
racy seems  to  exist,  which  from  its  appearance  might  be  regarded 
as  marking  little  more  than  simple  debility  of  the  organ.  In  this 
case  the  kidney  loses  its  usual  firmness,  becomes  of  a  yellow  mot- 
tled appearance  externally ;  and  when  a  section  is  made,  nearly 
the  same  yellow  colour  slightly  tinged  with  gray  is  seen  to  pervade 
the  whole  of  the  cortical  part,  and  the  tubular  portions  are  of  a 
lighter  colour  than  natural.  The  size  of  the  kidney  is  not 
materially  altered,  nor  is  there  any  obvious  ^morbid  deposit  to  be 
discovered.  This  state  of  the  organ  is  sometimes  connected 
with  a  cachetic  condition  of  body,  attended  with  chronic  disease, 
Where  no  dropsical  efiuslon  has  taken  place  either  into  the  cellular 
membrane  or  into  the  cavities  of  the  body ;  I  have  found  it  in  a 
case  of  diarrhoea  and  phthisis,  and  in  a  case  of  ovarian  tumor.     In 
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the  fortnp^  it  was  conn^eted  wkb  di^t  and  tiitsmt  4(Nali>lful  coa^ 
gul^ioA  of  the  urine  by  heat;  ii^  ihe  feller  I  bad  ^ovttted  to  ex- 
amine the  state  of  the  i|rine«  I  also  met  .vfith  uearly^  the  same 
condition  of  the  kidney^  with  sofne  opake  yellow  deports  inter- 
spersed through  the  structure,  in  the  case  of  a  man  who  died  ex- 
he^usted  with  diarrhcea  brought  on  by  hardships  and  intemperance, 
and  in  whose  case  the  secretion  of  uriae  was  very  deficient,  but 
whether  Qoagulable  or  not  I  had  no  opportunity  of  ascertaining. 
When  this  disease  has  gone  to  its  utmost,  it  ha^  appeared,  to  ter* 
minate  by  producing  a  more  decided  alteration  in  the  structure ; 
some  portions  becoming  consolidated,  so  as  to  admit  of  very  partial 
circulation ;  in  which  state  the  surface  has  assumed  a  somewhat 
tuberculated  appearance,  the  gentle  projections  of  which  were  paler 
than  the  rest,  and  scarcely  received  any  of  the  injeetioa  which 
was  thrown  in  by  the  arteries.  In  this  more  advanced  stage,  if  it 
be  the  same  disease,  dropsy  has  existed,  and  the  urine  has  been 
coagulable.  (Sallaway,  Case  IIL) 

*^  The  second  form  of  diseased  kidney  is  one  in  which  the  whole 
cortical  part  is  converted  into  a  granulated  texture,  and  where  there 
appears  to  be  a  copious  morbid  interstitial  deposit  of  an  opake  white 
substance.     This  in  its  earliest  stage  produces  externally,  when 
the  tunic  is  taken  off,  only  an  increase  of  the  natural  fine  mottled 
appearance  given  hy  the  healthy  structure  of  the  kidney ;  or  under 
particular  circumstances,  gives  the  appearance  of  fine  grains  of 
sand    sprinkled  more  abundantly  on  some  pacts'  than    others. 
On  making  a  longitudinal  section,  a  slight  appearance  of  the 
same   kind  is  discovered  internally,  and  the  kidney  is   gene- 
rally rather  deficient  in  its  natural  firmness.     After  the  disease  has 
continued  for  some  time,  the  deposited  matter  becomes  more  abun- 
dant, and  is  seen  in  innumerable  specks  of  no  definite  form  thickly 
strewed  on  the  surfpice;   and  on  cuttiug  into  the  kidney  these 
specks  are  found  distributed  in  a  more  or  less  regular  manner 
throughout  the  whole  cortical  substance,  no  longer  presenting  a 
doubtful  appearance,  but  most  manifest  to  the  eye  without  aay 
preparation;    and  other  cases   less  advanced,  requiring  mace* 
ration  in  simple  spring  water  for  a  few  days  to  render  them  tnore 
obvious*     When  this  disease  has  gone  on  for  a  very  considerable 
time,  the  granulated  texture  begins  to  show  itself  externally,  in 
frequent  slight  uneven  projections  on  the  surface  of  the  kidney  ; 
so  that  the  morbid  state  is  readily  perceived  even  before  the  tunic 
is  removed.     The  kidney  is  generally  rather  larger  than  natural  ; 
sometimes  it  is  increased^very  much,  but  at  other  times  it  is  little 
above  the  natural  dimensions.  A 

*^  The  third  form  of  disease  is  where  the  kidney  is  quite  rough  and 
scabrous  to  the  touch  externally,  and  is  seen  to  rise  in  numerous 
projections  not  much  exceeding  a  large  pin's  head,  yellow,  red, 
and  purplish.  The  form  of  the  kidney  is  often  inclined  to  be  lo- 
bulated,  the  feel  is  hard,  and  on  making  an  incision  the  texture  is 
found  approaching  to  semicartilagiuous  firnmess,  giving  great  re- 

6 


Dr.  Bright'fi  Reports  of  Medical  Cases.  621 

distanee  to  the  kmfe.  The  tubular  portions  are  observed  to  be 
drawn  hear  to  the  surface  of  the  kidney  :  it  appears,  in  short,  like 
a  contraction  of  every  part  of  the  organ,  with  less  interstitial  deposit 
than  in  the  last  variety.  This  form  of  disease  existed  in  a  case 
from  which  I  had  a  drawing  executed  about  three  years  ago,  it  also 
existed  in  Bonham  (Case  VIII.);  ^nd  >l  most  decidedly^ 
marked  instance  of  it  may  be  found  in  Stewart  where 
However  the  kidney  was  of  a  lighter  colour  than  in  the  other 
cases,  which  were  more  of  a  purplish  gray  tinge.  I  believe  the 
case  of  Smith  belonged  to  the  same.  In  most  of  these  cases 
the  urine  has  been  highly  coagulable  by  heat,  at  times  form- 
ing  a  large  curdled  deposit,  though  in  one  case  (Castles)  where 
an  approach  to  this  appearance  was  found  on  the  outside  of  the 
kidney,  bat  with  marked  structural  change  in  the  liv(ir,  and  with 
confirmed  brondiiai  congestion,  only  a  dense  bran-like  deposit  of 
a  brown  colour  was  produced  by  the  application  of  heat. 

**  Although  I  hazard  a  conjecture  as  to  the  existence  of  ^hese 
three  different  forms  of  disease,  I  am  by  no  means  confident  of  the 
correctness  of  this  view. 

**  Besides  these  thr^e  forms  of  disease,  passing  almost  into  each 
other  and  usually  attended  with  decidedly  coagulable  urine,  there 
are  two  other  deranged  conditions  of  the  kidneys  in  which  the  co- 
agulation is  sometimes  observable,  but  in  a  very  subordinate  de- 
gree, and  often  though  observable  on  one  day  is  quite  lost  on 
another.  One  of  these  morbid  states  consists  in  a  preternatural 
softness  of  the  organ ;  the  other  in  the  blocking  up  of  the  tubular 
structure  by  small  portions  of  a  white  deposit  bearing  the  appear- 
ance of  small  concretions.  In  the  former  a  corresponding  loss  of 
firmness  has  been  observed  in  the  structure  of  the  liver,  and  the 
spleen  and  the  parieties  of  the  heart,  the  aetion  of  which  organ  had' 
been  observed  during  life  to  be  deficient  in  force.  In  the  other 
cases,  besides  the  obstructed  state  of  the  uriniferous  tubes,  the 
whole  structure  of  the  kidney  has  been  somewhat  deranged,  the 
cortical  portion  firmer  than  natural,- and  the  tubular  part  has  lost 
the  regular  convergency  of  the  vessels,  so  that  they  have  assumed 
a  waved  direction. — It  is  by  no  means  improbable  that  we  shall 
hereafter  find  many  other  sources  of  renal  irritetion  to  be  con- 
nected with  an  analogous  state  of  the  urine. 

Observations  on  the  Treatment, 
'*  In  the  foregoing  statements  it  has  been  my  great  object  to  es- 
tablish the  fact,  that  certain  dropsical  affections  depend  more  on 
the  derangement  of  the  kidneys  themselves  than  has  generally 
I  been  supposed  ;  and  that  the  sJbuminous  nature  of  the  urine  fre* 
quently  points  out  the  particular  cases  in  which  these  organs  are 
the  seat  of  disease.  I  wish  that  I  were  now  able  to  add  any  thing 
completely  satisfactory  to  myself  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  treat- 
ing these  diseases  of  the  kidney.  It  will  be  very  obvious  from  a 
review  of  the  cases  I  have  cited,  that  they  sometimes  present  diffi- 
culties so  formidable  as  to  defy  the  ordmary  means  of  cure;  in- 
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deed  I  am  io^ibed  to  doubjt  whether  it  be  posiibl9,  aCter  tlie  4ec)ded 
organic  ic\x^g&  has  takea  a  firm  'hold  on  tbe  kidnc^y^  U>  e^ct  a  cure* 
or  ev^)tQ  giv^  such  relief  as  mayeaable  the  patieot  to  pjjHrsua&f.a 
few  yeaxs  the  occupauoos  of  life  ;.  where,  however,  th^  .xais^biaf  is 
less  cOQted,  we  may  uadoubtedly  do.muph.  In  the  im^Xvaent^ 
the  di&ea&e,  9s  it  occurs  in  sudden  attacks  of  apasancaifrom  intow* 
perance  .aAd  exposure,  in  its  early  stages,  ^ar^  b^or/3  organic 
changes  haVe.  taJcen  place,  we  have  tw»  disUtt^t,  indicat,iana'to 
fulfil  ;*-*we  have  to  restore  the  healthy  action  of  the  kidney,  and 
wehav&to  guard  conlinusjly  against  diose  dangerous  secondary 
consequences  which  may  destroy  the  patient  at  .any  period.oC  the 
.disaase^  :        . 

**  The  two  great  sources  of  casual,  danger  will  be  foujEMl, in. in- 
flammatory affections,  more  pacticularly  of  the  serous,  someUmes 
of  the  muQous  membranes,  and  in  the  effusion  of  blood  .or  serum 
into  the  brain,  and  the  consequent  occuifeace  of  a|>oplezy.  Of 
these  secondary  or  casual. dangers  .we  have  illustrative  examples 
in  many  of  the  cases  which  have  been. stated  above«  Out  of  ae- 
Tenteen  dissections,  we  have  found  ten  or  eleven  .betray ing.inflam- 
matiDn  of  the  pleura,  generally  old,  but  sometimes  of  mors  cecent 
date*  We  have  found  three  instances  in  which  the  patients. had 
suffered  decided  attacks  of  infiammatioii  in  the  perieaf  dium  shortly 
before  death;  and  in' two  of  these  cases  we  had  proof  of  some,  pre- 
vious affection  of  the  same  kind.  In  one  only  wer:e  the  signs  of 
inilammationin  the  peritoneum  well. marked.  Five  out  of.the.se- 
venteed  had.  altogether  escaped  inflammatory  affections  of  the 
serous  membranes;  and  one  of  these  died  with  inflammatioa of 
the  epiglottis.  Thus  then  we  have  proof  of  the  frequency  of  these 
attacks ;  and  at  the  same  time  it  is  obvious  that  they  fovm*  no  es- 
sential part  of  the  disease,  since  in  several  of  the  best-marked  cases 
there  has  been  no  reason  whatsoever  to  suspect  inflammation 
during  life,  and  no  ^traces  of  its  existence,  have*  been  discovere4 
after  death.  With  regard  to  the  cerebral  affections  coming  on  in 
the  progi^ss  of  these  vdiseasea,  we  find  in  the  cases  above  related 
both  apoplexy -and  epilepsy  to- have  occurred  ;' and  a  very  well 
marked  instance  of  th^  former  was.  witnessed  in  a  patient  of  the 
name  of  Id^cguire,  in  the  Clinical  wavd  in  1825. 

**  Purgatives '  generally  act  well ;  the  E^aJ^ium  in  the  case  of 
Evans  evidently  gave  much  relief;  ai^d  all  the  saline  laxatives 
whiqli  unite. a  certain  degx^e  of  diuretic  pow^r  are  decidedly  use- 
ful. Ampngst  these  I  have  found  tbe  Supert&rtrate  of  Potash  the 
most  efficacious ;  and.^be  best  mode  of  exhibiting  it,  when  the 
stQfn^l^  will  ftdmitf  is, by  direqting  the  patient  to  t^ke.  a  large 
draught  of  a  mi;ct^ri&  conts^i^ipg  mo.i:e  of  the  salt  than  the  water 
will  dissolve^  th^  first  thing  in  the  mornings :  and  it  will  be  seen 
that  in. some,  pases  I  l^ave  almost  trusted  entirely  to  this  reipedy. 
Wj^^  the  ^9iach,wiU  qipt.bear  this  inpde  of  a4Quni9tering  pur- 
gatives^ the  coordination  of  Jalap,  Supertartrate^ojf  Potash,  and. a 
Uttle  G^T^gexjT^p^dLt^dfKom  time  to  time,  ^nswere  well,  or  even  fre* 
quent  doses  of  Castor' Oil  have  been  very  useful. 
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"  The  diuretic  remedy  which  I  have  generally  used,  haft  been 
the  Squill  in  its  different  forms :  bat  it  has  al way r  acted  best  wfaeil 
given  in  combination  #ith  Hyoscyamiis,  or  when  a  grain  of  Opinmr 
has  been  prescribed  once  or  twice  a  day.  Indeed  I  cannot  hut 
consider  this  an  important  part  of  the  treatment^  with  a  view  tb 
diminish  the  irritation  of  the  kidneys,  as  well  as  to  allay  Uie  geAerieil 
disturbance  which  mtst  necessarily  result  lo<  the  constitution, 
from  the  cifculation  of  blood  which  has  been  so  imperfectly  acted 
upon  by  these  organs.  Digitalis  has  in  some  inslandes  been  cau- 
tiously administered  with  temporary  advantage,  and  seems  by  its 
power  of  checking  the  circulation  to  be  well  adapted  to  those  cases' 
wHere  the  pulse  is  sharp,  as  frequently  occurs  throughout  the 
whole  progress  of  this  disease. 

**  One  of  the  most  important  questions  in  the  treatment  of  this 
class  of  dropsies,  is  the  propriety  of  employing  Mercury.  It  isf 
consistent  with  the  most  successful  treatment  of  many  forms  of 
ivflammatory  disease,  that  we  should  have  recourse  to  the  valna^ 
bie  combination  of  Calomel  with  Opium  ;  and  it  is  consistent  irtth 
what  is  generally  deemed  good  practice,  that  by  the  cautions  use 
of  mercury  we  should  endeavour  to  produce  'more  healthy  action, 
and  to  promote  absorption  when  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  dis- 
ease has  left  any  chronic  morbid  action  tending  to  produce  un- 
healthy deposit  m  glandular  structures.  Still  however,  the  cases 
which  have  proved  most  successful  in  my  own  practice,  have  ge- 
nerally been  those  in  which  I  have  rigidly  abstained  from  the  use 
of  mercury.  In  some  cases  I  have  seen  the  good  effects  of  other 
remedies  entirely  interrupted  by  the  mercurial  action  ;  and  I  have 
likewise  seen  several  instances  in  which  the  cure,  when  mercurials 
have  formed  part  of  the  plan,  has  been  protracted  to  a  great  length ; 
and  a  great  many  in  which  the  full  action  of  mercury  has  not  pre- 
'Vented  the  regular  progress  of  the  disease,  and  its  fatal  termina- 
tion. Yet  I  have  undoubtedly  seen  well-marked  cases  of  this  dis- 
ease with  decidedly  coagulable  urine,  when  taken  early,  in  which 
the  free  use  of  mercury  to  complete  ptyalism  has  not  prevented 
the  patients  from  deriving  great,  perhaps  even  perfect  relief,  from 
the  remedies  with  which  it  was  c<nnbined, — these  remedies  having 
been  bleeding,  purging,  and  diuretics.  Independently  of  the  very 
great  doubt  which  exists  as  to  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
mercury,  there  is  one  circumstance  which  most  materially  limits 
our  power  of  employing  it,'  and  that  is  the  violence  and  rapidity 
with  which  the  ptyalism  often  comes  on,  and  the  great  difficulty 
which  is  frequently  experienced  in  restraining  its  effects :  for  when 
the  cellular  membrane  is  in  the  peculiar  state  of  anasarca  induced 
by  this  disease,  the  gums  and  cheeks  are  not  capable  of  supporting 
the  process  of  ulceration,  and  often  pass  into  a  state  of  gangrene. 

*'  Where,  as  in  a  case  to  which  I  have  only  referred,  we  have  a 
flaccid,  watery^and  dissolved  state  of  the  kidney,  I  can  point  out  no 
diagnostic  symptoms  by  which  it  can  be  discovered,  except  such  as 
show  general  debility  of  circulation  and  feebleness  in  the  structure 
of  the  heart ;  for  probably  the  feeble  condition  of  the  two  organs 
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may  often  be  found  coexistent.  If  this  be  the  case,  it  is  not  improba- 
ble that  Tonics  will  be  the  most  appropriate  remedies.  In  one  or 
two  cases  of  anasarca  which  I  have  lately  had  under  my  care,  where 
from  the  feeble  but  extensive  beat  of  the  heart  I  was  led  to  suppose 
that  a  feeble  state  of  that  organ  existed,  a  combination  of  Sulphate 
of  Quinine  with  Squill,  effectually  restored  the  patient.  And  ocsa- 
sionally  we  find  anasarca  even  with  coaeulable  urine  so  marked  by 
debility,  that  tonics  and  steel  g\ve  decided  relief;  probably  it  is  as 
a  tonic  that  the  Uva  Ursi  is  sometimes  useful/'    (P.  67.) 

Dr.  Bright,  however,  in  niaintainiag  that  the  kidney  is 
often  at  fault  in  cases  of  dropsy  where  the  liver  has  been  in- 
flamed, by  no  means  goes  «o  far  as  to  fissert  that  the  state  of 
the  latter  may  not  likewise  be  the  frequent  cause  of.  efiusion, 
even  where  the  kidneys  are  quite  healthy.  These  morbid  con- 
ditions of  the  liver  are  very  variona ;  but  the  most  int^i^esting, 
in  a  pathological  point  of  view,  is  that  in  which  the  viseus  was 
contracted,  and  throughout  of  a  moribid  structore;  appa- 
rently by  the  deposition  of  minute  portions  of  yellow  matter, 
the  surrace  covered  by  a  very  fine  peritoneum,  quite  trans- 
parent, even  more  thin  than  usual,  presented  a  general  rough 
granular,  and  therefore  uneven,  surface,  of  what  mightbe  called 
Kyer-coloured  red  and  yellowish  gray.  On  being  cut  into, 
the  same  structure  of  a  less  red  colour  pervaded  the  whole. 
The  liver  was  thicker  and  rounder,  than  natural^  and  rather 
smaller,  and  on  pressure  broke  down  easily  witha-brittle  or  crisp 
fracture,  uneven  and  granular.  The  galUbladder^  opake  and 
thick,  contained  the  usual  quantity  of  pile  ;  the  ccMnmon'duct 
was  pervious,  but  at  its  entry  into  the  duodenum  was  con- 
tracted in  a  nipple-like  projection,  with  an  orifice  not  unach 
larger  than  to  admit  the  point  of  a  pin.  On  openin]^  the  gall- 
bladder and  letting  out  the  deep-coloured  viscid  foile  with  which 
it  was  filled,  a  number  of  small  yellow  bodies,  larger  than  mil- 
let  seeds  and  soft,  adhered  to  the  villous  surfacfe  of  the  gall- 
bladder, chiefiy  on  the  side  where  it  is  attached  to  the  liver." 
The  appearances  in  this  case  led  Dr.  Bright  to  suspect  that  part 
of  the  structural  change  depended  on  some  deposit  from  the 
bile,  the  small  white  bodies  tound  in  the  gall-bladder  having  a 
certain  resemblance  to  the  whiter  parts  of  the  liver.  With  a 
view  of  ascertaining  this  point,  he  transmitted  a  portion  of 
diseased  structure  to  Dr.  !Bostock,  who  obtained  a  quantity  of 
what  appears  to  have  been  cholesterine  ;  but  as  the  subject 
is  new  and  interesting,  we  shall  subjoin  his  letter. 

Upper  Bedfatd  Place,  December  2Qth,  1826. 

Dear  Sir, 
**  At  your  request  I  send  you  an  account  of  some  of  the  experi- 
ments which  I  made  upon   the  portion  of  liver  of  Willoughby 
Taylor   which   you   sent   me  in  January  last.       It  differed  in 
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its  external  characters  from  the  ordinary  aspect  of  this  organ ; 
it  had  a  marbled  appearance,  and  upon  being  closely  e  xamined, 
was  found  to  consist  of  a  number  of  small  white  granular  masses, 
from  the  size'of  a  pea  to  that  of  the  most  minute  particle,  imbedded 
in  a  basis  of  reddish  brown  substance.  When  a  thin  layer  of  the 
liver  was  viewed  in  the  microscope,  the  distinction  of  the  two  parts ' 
"Was  still  more  evident,  the  white  masses  being  considerably  trans- 
lucent, while  the  connecting  substance  was  perfectly  opake* 
'  'M .  A  portion  of  the  liver  was  divided  mto  thin  slices,  which 
were  macerated  in  cold  water,  the  water  being  changed  daily. 
After  this  operation  had  been  continued  for  three  weeks,  the  red 
connecting  part  was  evidently  broken  down  and  partially  removed, 
while  the  white  masses  did  not  appear  to  be  affected.  A  portion 
of  the  liver  was  digested  for  some  time  in  boiling  water,  but  did 
not  appear  to  be  much  affected  by  it  ;•  the  water  was  rendered 
slightly  turbid,  and  the  turbidness  was  increased  by  the  addition 
of  the  bichloride  of  mercury. 

*^  2.  A  portion  of  the  liver  cut  into  thin  shreds,  was  strongly 
pressed  between  folds  of  bibulous  paper,  being  at  the  same  time 
slightly  heated ;  when  a  very  perceptible  greasy  stain  was  left  on 
the  paper. 

**  3.  A  portion  of  the  liver  was  digested  for  some  time  in  boiling 
alcohol ;  it  did  not  appear  much  affected.  The  alcohol  upon  cool- 
ing became  turbid^  and  gradually  deposited  a  small  quantity  of 
a  white  substance;  the  addition  of  water  threw  down  a  white  pre- 
cipitate in  moderate  quantity. 

"4.  A  portion  of  the  liver  was  boiled  in  sulphuric  ether :  as  the 
flnid  cooled,  a  film  was  formed  on  its  surface;  and  on  the  addition 
of  water,  a  white  precipitate  fell  down. 

**  6.  The  portions  of  liver  that  had  been  heated  either  in  alcohol 
or  in  ether,  or  even  in  water,  when  dried  by  exposure  to  the  at- 
mosphere were  much  reduced  in  bulk,  and  were  converted  into  a 
dark-coloured,  hard,  dense,  partially  friable  substance.  When 
broken  into  fragments  it  was  easy  to  discern  the  white  part,  in  the 
form  of  small  rounded  masses  of  various  sizes,  from  the  head  of  a 
large  pin  downwards,  and  of  a  somewhat  shining  appearance ;  the 
whole  being  intersected  in  various  directions  by  membranous 
bands. 

*'  6.  Some  thin  slices  were  macerated  in  a  solution  of  caustic 
potash  at  the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere ;  the  red  part  appeared 
to  be  much  more  acted  upon  than  the  white  matter,  which  was 
scarcely  if  at  all  affected.  The  slices  were  then  suspended  in 
water,  when  a  white  sediment  was  gradually  formed,  while  the 
water  presented  the  appearance  of  an  imperfect  solution  of  soap ; 
it  became  more  turbid  on  being  boiIed»  and  acetic  acid  threw  down 
a  considerable  precipitate  from  it. 

•*  7  A  portion  of  the  liver  was  heated  in  a  solution  of  caustic 
potash ;  the  texture  was  completely  broken  down,  and  a  substance 
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rose  to  the  aurfacey  wbich,  when  removed^  was  found  to  be  of  a 
thick  consistence,  unctuous,  and  inflaminable,  leaving  after  com- 
bustion a  considerable  portion  of  a  light  carbonaceous  residuum. 
It  was  not  melted  by  the  heat  of  boiiing«  water,  but  when  held  over 
the  flame  of  a  spirit-lamp  on  a  leaf  of  platiBa,  it  immediately  fused. 
Acetic  acid  threw  down  a  gray  precipitate  from  the  potash. 

**  8.  A  portipQ  of  the  liver  was  digested  in  diluted  nitric  acid  at 
the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere.  I«l  si|L  days  its  texture  was 
fntirely  broken  down,  the  red  matter  appeared  to  be  dissolved, 
while  the  white  substauce  was  left  in  the  form  of  small  grains. 
These  grains  were  separated  from  the  acid  and  washed  in  water ; 
they  were  fopnd  to  be  fusible  ^t  a  temperature  above  that  of  boil- 
ing water,  and  were  readily  inflamed.  A  portion  of  the  acid  was 
supersaturated  with  ammonia  ;  'iX  assumed  a  deep  orange  colour, 
but  no  precipitate  was  thrown  down. 

"9.  The  substance  which  was  procured  by  the  action  of  heat- 
ed alcohol  on  the  liver  was  of  a  thick  and  somewhat  unctuous  con« 
fiistenco';  it  was  softened  but  not  fused  by  the  heat  of  boiling  water; 
but  when  exposed  to  a  stronger  heat  on  bibulous  paper,  it  fused 
and  left  a  greasy  stain.  It  immediately  melted  by  being  heated 
over  a  spirit-lamp  on  a  sheet  of  platina,  and  burned  with  a  bright 
flame*  When  digested  with  pure  ammonia  it  partially  united  with 
it  and  formed  a  saponaceops  substance^  It  was  scarcely  aeted  oa 
by  being  heated  with  caustic  potash,  but  by  the  addition  of  acetic 
acid  to  the  potash  after  it  had  been  filtered,  a  slight  precipitate  was 
thrown  down. 

*<  From  the  above  observations  I  think  we  ar^  warranted  ip,  con- 
eluding,  that  the  liver  which  you  sent  me  for  ei^aminatioji  con- 
tained a  quantity  of  a  substance  nearly  resembling,  cholesterine, 
the  body  which  forms  the  basis  of  the  biliary  calculi.  I  do  not 
venture  to  determine  concerning  the  nature  of  the  connexion  which 
subsisted  between  this  substance  and  the  liver,  but  I  should  con- 
jecture that  it  had  been  secreted  by  the  arteries  of  this  organ,  and 
deposited  in  its  cellular  texture. 

Believe  me,  dear  Sir,  most  truly  yours, 

J.   BOSTOCK." 

The  general  conclusion  drawn  by  Dr.  Bright,  with  regard 
to  the  liver  is,  that  there  are  three  distinct  conditions  of  dis- 
ease in  that  viscus  which  may  be  connected  with  dropsy. 

1 . — A  distinct  morbid  deposit,  as  in  the  case  already  given. 

2. — Both  the  secreting  part  and  the  connecting  cellular 
tissue  may  suffer  a  change  of  structure  nearly  in  an  equal 
degree,  the  whole  viscus  becoming  unusually  hard  ;  the  acini 
beconaing  erilarged,  and  the  parenchymatous  substance  as- 
suming a  cartilaginous  firmness,  but  without  being  drawn 
into  bauds.  In  other  instances,  however,  bands  are  formed 
not  unlike  true  schixrus. 
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3. — The  whole  organ  liay  be  changed  into  globular  <;on- 
cretionsy  harder  and  tougher  than  natural/  and  whiqh  are 
easily  picked  out  of  the  cavities  in  which  they  are  embedded. 
In  a  ca^e  where  a  portion  of  liver  thus  diseased  was  macerated 
for  some  months  in  water,  the  effect  was  to  convert  all  these 
globular  bodies  into  adipocere,  the  connecting  cellular  mem- 
brane undergoing  no  corresponding  alteration. 

The  attention  is  next  directed  to  some  diseased  conditions 
of  the  heart,  and  great  vessels  producing  dropsy ;  but  nothing 
very  interesting  struck  us  on  the  perusal. 

The  different  results  of  inflammation  attacking  different 
textures  of  the  lungs  are  next  considered,  and  the  principal 
object  of  our  author  appears  to  be  to  establish  a  position  so 
familiar  to  us,  that  we  can  scarcely  suppose  it  is  not  generally 
admitted,  we  mean  that  such  a  difference  does  actually  exist, 
and  may  be  recognised  by  the  ^ymptoms  during  life,  and  by 
the  appearances  after  death. 

The  cases  first  detailed  are  various  forms  of  bronchitis,  a 
disease  which  the  author  justly  observes  is  altogether  distinct 
frotn  inflammation  of  the  substance  of  the  lungs,  and  requires 
very  different  treatment.  We  repeat,  however,  that  we  be- 
lieve the  author  is  mistaken  if  he  supposes  that  the  opinion 
vvhich  he  advances  on  this  subject  is  at  all  peculiar  or  different 
from  that  generally  entertained. 

Under  the  head  of  termination  of  pneumonia  in  suppura- 
tion, there  is  a  very  good  case  of  simple  abscess  of  the  lungs ; 
but  in  most  cases  where  suppuration  takes  place  from  the 
violence  of  simple  inflammation,  it  is  attended  by  sloughing. 

Gangrene  of  the  lungs  is  known  to  be  a  very  uncommon 
termination  of  inflammation  in  these  organs  ;  probably,  how- 
ever, it  may  occur  more  frequently  than  has  been  suspected. 
Several  cases  are  described  by  Dr.  Bright,  in  which  gangrene 
was  found  to  have  taken  place. — Soilie  of  these  were  accom- 
panied by  intolerable  fetor  of  the  breath,  and  appear  to  have 
resembled  very  much  those  cases  described  by  Dr.  Chambers, 
in  this  Journal  for  September,  as  examples  of  abscess  with 
sloughing.  The  subject  is  much  more  fully  entered  into  by 
Jir.  Chambers  in  the  pager  alluded  to,  than  by  the  author  be- 
fore us,  ,  The  disorganipsations  of  the  lungs  comjjrehended 
under  the  g^^ral  appellation  of  phthisis^  are  describci4  with 
much  care.  .   / 

"  The  history  of  Phthisis  Pulmonalis  is  unfortunately  so  familiar 
to  every  practitioner,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  detailed 
narrative- of  symptoms.  I  shall  saitisty  myself  with  little  more  than 
a  statement  of  the  morbid  appearances  presented,  when,  as  is 
most  frequent,  the  disease  has  ternxinated  fatally  ;  and  for  this 
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purpose  the  cases  will  be  so  selected  as -to  comprise  the  greater 
part  of  the  organic  changes  which  usually  take  plage.     These 
changes  will  be  found  chiefly  to  consist  mthe  djsorganizatioa  of 
the  lungSy  in  the  tilceration  of  the  lairynx,  in  the  obstrnctioil  of  the 
absorbent  glands,  and  in  the  irritation  or,  nlo^tition  of  the  muoous 
lining  of  the  intestines.     Of  these  ft  may  be  said  that  the-firat  only 
is  essential  to  the  disease  ;  but  all  the  others  are  -found  very  fre*. 
quent  to  exist,  aggravating  the  symptoms  and  hastening  the  latal 
termination.    The  disorganization  of  the  longs,  which  move  parti- 
cularly belongs  to  phthisis,  is  generally  considered  to  be  peculiar 
to  the  disease,  and  to  differ  specifically  from  the  disorganisation 
which  depends  on  simple  inflamoiafcioa  under  any  of  its  forms  :  it  is 
however  not  to  be  dout»ted',  that  ordinary  iniiainfnlatioti  bis  fire* 
quently  been  the  immediate  forerunner  and  even  the  exeitiag' cause 
of  phthisis,  giving  ocoasion  to  that  morbid  action  whioh  show*^  itself 
by  the  foraiation  of  the  gentxine  phthisical  tubecvlei     II  ^ill  be 
seen  in  the  following  cases,  that  the- tubercular  deposit  assumes  two- 
totally  different  forms ;  so  that,  were  it  not  for  the  fact  of  their  o&» 
curring  so  frequently  together  in  (he  same  individuaU  in  the  same 
lung,  and  even  in  tl^  same  lobe  of  that  lung,  we  should  scarcely  be 
authorized  in  considering  them  the  result  of  the  same,  ar  even  of 
analogous  morbid  actions.     It  will  be  seen  ths(t  sometimes  a  portion 
of  the  lung,  varying  from  the  size  of  a  nutmeg  to  the  greater  part 
of  a  whole  lobe,  has  become  of  a  deo^e  semicaitilaginous  consiGt<- 
ence,  has  assumed  a  permanent  blneish  gray  colour,' and  is  nearly 
translucent;  that  this  has  gone  on  gradually  to  become  yellow  "in 
spots,  to  soften,  and  to  form  abscesses  of  a  sluggish  character,  find* 
ing  their  way  tik  time  to  some  unobstructed  bronchus^  and  dis* 
charging  themselves  by  expectoration.    The  cavity  beoomee  larger 
and  larger  b v  the  suppuration  of  the  internal  sorihce,  which  appears 
like  a  secretion  from  a  vascular  tissue,  with  which  itis  s«rrounded; 
this  however  is  not  exactly  the  case,  as  there  is  reason  to>  Ihink 
that  the  cavity  actually  enlarges,  and  therefore  that  the  internal 
surface  must  waste,  and  be  renewed  bv  a  fresh  membrane  forming' 
beneath.     In  other  parts  of  the  same  lung  a  very  different  process 
has  often  been  going  on  ;  and  a  number  of  minute  bodies,  not 
larger  than  the  smallest  shot,  have  been  deposited  more  or  less 
thickly  throughout  the  substance.    The  lung  may  scarcely  be> 
altered  in  its  appearance ;  but,  on  pressing  it,  hard  unyielding 
bodies  are  distinctly  felt :  these  in  a  short  time  enlarge,  atid  when 
still  not  larger  than  small  peas,  begin  to  suppurate  ^t  the  coitre  ; 
or  more  frequently  these  small  miliary  tubercles  join  in  clusters, 
either  forming  masses -of  themselves,  or  inclosing  a  piece  of  the  long, 
which  becomes  hard  and  blue  and  semi«transparent,  andekber  runs 
ibto  suppuration  together  with  the  small  tubercles,  or,  if^iosup- 
ptiratioa  takes  place  towards  the  centre,  becosnes  completely  se^ 
parated,  and  forms  a  slough  in  the  midst  of  the  cavity>  whiek  is 
surrounded  by  the  tubercutar  matter  in  the  form  of  a  cyst.-    These 
are  the  two  extreme  points  of  tiie  processes  •  which  take  place  in 
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genuine  tubercular  pbthiftis  ;  and  they  admit  of  many  modifica* 
tionsy  more  particularly  wben  combined  with  the  effusion  of  fibrin 
which  attends  simple  inflammatiofi. 

^^  Another  'Of  the. morbid .ohanges  frequently  attending  phthisis  is 
the  uloefation  which  takes  place  about  the  larynx  and  the  trachea. 
It  is  often  very  difficult^  to*  say  whether  this  or  the  afRsction  of  the^ 
lung  has  first  existed;  there  is  no  doubt  that,  sometimes  the  one 
and'  sometioies  the  other  precedes.  The  occurrence  of  this  ul-^ 
ceration  is  generally  betrayed  by  the  hoarseness  of  the  voice  and 
the  clanging  sound  whic^  aocompanies '  the  cough ;  the  most 
usual,  seat  of  the  ulceration  is  immedmtdy  below  the  rima  glotiisiis, 
whece  it  i  begins  with  one  or  two  very  small  round  ulcers,  which 
soon  exi^d  and  become  irregular  in  form,  assuming  the  appear- 
anee  of.  superficial  abrasioa :  the  situation  a^d  extent^  howener, 
▼ary  a  little ;  sometimes  the  epiglottis  itself  is  ulcerated,  -and  oc- 
caaioiia^ly  smatl  iudependent  ulc^s  take  place  in  the  muoous  mem* 
braoe.of  the  tnache^  two  or  three  inches  below  the  cartilages  of 
thelaryi^x;  Where  ibe  .ulceration  of  the  larynx  has  taken  place 
early,  it  has  not  unfrequently  drawn  the  attention  both  of  the  pa«< 
tient  ind  practitioner  from  the  more  ioSportant  seat  of  disease.;  for 
the  irritation  aad  uneasiness  occasioned  by  this  local  disease  m 
thfi  orifice  ^f  the  air-*pa$sage,  is  much  more  forced  upon  the  at** 
tentioi^thaa  the  inconvenience  and  dyspnoea,  seldom  amounting 
to  pMu,  which  laccompaiiy  the  tubercular  deposit  in  the  lungs* 

*^  A  third  set  of  morbid  appearances  in  phthisis  are  those  which 
arise  from  the  obitvuction  of  the  absorbent  glands,  more  particu- 
larly those  of  the  bronchial  passages  and  of  the  mesentary.     In 
scrophulous.  subjects  we  often  find  the  glandular  system  very  ge*. 
nerally  disordered  :in  conaectiim  with  phthisis;  but  in  other  cases* 
where  little  or  no  glaiidular  disease  is  discovered  in  parts  which  are 
open  to  observatioui  the  glands  of  the  mesentery  are  still  enlarged 
and  hardened^  or  have  gone  into  a  state  of  suppuration.    This 
disease  of  the  mesenteric  glands  appears  frequently  to  be  the  im- 
mediate consequence  of  the  irritation  taking  place  on  the  mucous 
coat  of  the  iatestines  ;  which  often  exists  from  an  early  period  of 
the  complaint,  showmg  itself  at  first  by  irregular  action  of  the 
bowels,  by  occasional  diarrhcsa,  by  the  natural  cleanness  of  the 
tongue,  its  glossy  appearance,  or  the  occurrence  of  apththse;  and 
ia  the  latter  stages  oy  the  uncontrollable  diarrhoea  wluch  hastens, 
the. conclusion  of  the  disease.     It  will  generally  be  found, that  the 
enlargement  of  the  mesenteric  glands  in  any  one  part  maintains  a 
certain  proportion  to  the  degree  of  irritation  in  the  mucous  mem«^ 
brane  of  the  intestine  immediately  opposite ;  and  that  when  uloera*. 
tion  has  actually  taken  place,  the  mesenteric  glands  are  lajrgest 
aqd  most  inclined  to  suppurate  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood, of 
the  aiders.    When:  the  glands  of  the  mesentary  become,  obstru^^d* 
a  fresh  cause  of  that  rapid  emaciation  which  attends  phthisis  un« 
folds  itself,  and  the  careful  examination  of  the  part  after  death 
often  explains  that  cause  in  a  most  striking  manner.     It  appears 
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that  the  condensed  stnictirre  of  the  g^land  actually  presents  a  me- 
chaniciai  obstruction  to  the  fluid  which  has  been  separated  for  the 
nourishment  of  the  body ;  and  I  have  found  the  laK^teaU  gorged 
with  chyle,  as  by  the  most  snccessfal  injection.  This  is  seldom 
seen  to  any  great  extent :  hot  very  fr^uently  occurs  partially,  so 
that  a  few  branches  of  the  lacteals  are  beautifully  traced,  filled 
with  a  fluid  which  separates,  throwing  up  a  cream-like  substance 
to  the  top,  while  its  more  watery  portions  remam  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  fine  tubes  :  and  by  carefully  following  these  tubes,  you  may 
sometimes  trace  two  or  three  of  their  con  volutions  in  the  substance 
of  the  gland  to  which  they  run*  At  one  time  I  wa9  inclined  to 
think  that  the  lacteals  were  seldom  found  to  be  obstructed,  except 
when  they  originated  fcom  an  ulcered  surface  in  the  intestines,  but 
this  is  n6t  the  case ;  and  though,  owing  to  the  greater  irritation 
which  is  set  up  in  these  parts,  the  glands  will  generally  be  more 
diseased  and  hence  less  per?ious,  and  therefore  will  be  most  likely 
to  give  occasion  to  the  filling  of  the  lacteals  ;  yet  I  have  sometimes 
traced  the  gorged  lacteal  most  distinctly,  frotn  a  part  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane  free  from  ulceration. 

"  The  bronchial  glands  also,  as  I  have  before  i^marked,  are 
subject  to  morbid  affections  in  phthisical  subjects.  They  occa- 
sionally become  remarkably  dark  in  their  colour,  firm  in  their  con* 
sistence,  and  enlarged  to  a  very  nn usual  degfee ;  sometimes, 
though  rarely,  going  into  suppuration,  but  much  mdre  frequently 
becoming  the  seat  of  an  earthy  deposit  towards  their  centre. 

^*  The  last  seat  of  morbid  change  of  which  I  shall  speak,  is  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  intestines.  The  affection  ot  this  mem- 
brane is  one  of  the  most  important  features  in  a  majority  of  the 
cases  of  phthisis;  it  shows  itself  by  unequivocal  symptoms  during 
life;  and  is  traced  in  two  different  forms  after  death ;  sometimes 
giving  proof  of  a  diffused  irritation  along  the  whole  membrane 
from  the  pyrolous  to  the  termination  of  the  rectum,  evinced  by  in- 
creased vascularity  or  by  the  appearance  of  innumerable  minute 
black  specks,  which  give  a  general  gray  colour  to  all  the  parts 
where  they  are  most  frequent,  and  sometimes  affording  evidence 
of  a  more  severe  affection,  by  the  fbrmation  of  numerouiS  ulcers, 
which  are  found  sometimes  in  the  upper  part  of  the  duodenum, 
frcqiiently  dispersed  along  the  whole  course  of  the  intestines,  but 
usually  most  abundant  about  the  valve  and  through  the  whole  ex- 
Ifent  oiP  the  colon.  These  ulcers,  as  found  in  the  small  intestines, 
are  usually  in  the  first  place  very  small  and  circular,  and  appear  to 
originate  from  round  opake  white  bodies  about  the  size  of  half  a: 
sweet^^ea ;  but  whether  these  are  altogether  morbid  tubercular 
deposits,  or  are  only  enlarged  mucous  glands,  it  is  no  easy  matter 
to  decide  :  certaiA  it  is,  that  they  are  most  generally  placed  in  that 
part  of  the  CTtcmnfetence  of  the  intestine  which  is  most  distant 
from  the  mesentary;  and  where  the  mucous  follicular  structure  is 
most  developed.  These  ulcers  often  extend'  id  the*  size  of  a  shilling, 
and  sometimes  stili  further,  in  a  lengthened  form.     It  is  remtaTka- 
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bie  that  the  ed^es  are  often  thickened  hy  an  opake  white  matter  de* 

posited  beneath  the  niembraoe  aod  clrawing  it  intoa  packered  form; 
and  sometimes  this  deposit  is  seep  in  the  middle  of  the  ulcer,  like 
a  granulation  on  its  surface.  The  i\]ceratiop  of  the  large  intestines 
is  usually  the  most  remarkable,  and  it  varies  a  good  deal  in,  it4 
character  ;  in  general  it  is  by  far  the  most  conspicuous  about  the 
coecum  and  the  valve  of  the  colon,  where  it  appears  to  commence 
much  as  in  the  small  intestines,  by  opake  deposits  ;  but  these  are 
from  the  beginning  more  numerous,  and  it  goes  on  to  a  ipuch 
greater  extent,  sometimes  involving  the  coecum  in  one  continued 
ulcer  ;  this  occasionally,  though  rarely,  affecting  the  lining  mem- 
brane of  the  vermiform  process  itself.  In  other  parts  of  the  coloi^ 
as  along  its  arch,  the  ulceration  usually  assumes  a  more  regular 
and  uniform  character  that  in  the  ccecum  ;  for  we  generally  find  a 
series  of  oval  ulcers  with  elevated  edgeQy  more  or  less  closely  dis- 
tributed along  the  sides  of  the  longitudinal  bands,  and  apparently 
d^etermined  in  the  direction  which  they  take,  by  the  transverse  folds 
of  the  mucous  membrane.  These  ulcers  frequently^continue  to  the 
sigmoid  flexture,  and  occasionally  even  to  the  rectum.  It  appears 
to  me  that  they  sometimes  undergo  a  process  of  healing,  their  tu- 
bercular edges  softening  down,  and  their  flattened  edges  adhering 
to  the  parts  which  have  been  denuded  by  the  ulceration  ;  but  this 
is  not  a  frequent  occurrence,  because  the  more  usual  course  of 
phthisis  is  to  go  on  from  worse  to  worse  till  it;  terminates  in  death ; 
and  little  attempt  has  usually  been  made  by  practitioners  to  change 
the  condition  of  the  intestines,  while  they  have  felt  that  the  more 
urgent  disease  was  in  another  part"    (P.  148.) 

In  one  of  the  cases  of  phthisis,  which  does  not  appear  to 
have  presented  any  thing  remarkable  in  the  symptoms,  the 
aorta  and  some  of  the  arteries  were  found  to  be  of  a  bright  red 
internally ;  we  remember  to  have  heard  the  late  Mr.  Shaw 
state,  that  he  had  freauently  seen  this  4n  the  bodies  of  persons 
brought  to  the  dissectmg-room,  who  had  died  of  phthisis  pul- 
monalis. 

Two  cases  follow,  which  are  intended  to  show  the  effects  of 
Ipecacuanha  and  mild  Mercurials  in  dysentery :  we  believe 
the  fact  will  be  readily  admitted. 

.The  rest  of  the  volume  is  occupied  with  an  account  of  the 
morbid  appearances  which  present  themselves  in  the  intestines 
daring  the  progress  of  fever,  and  on  the  method  of  treatment^o 
be  adopted.  The  readers  of  this  Journal  are,  or  ought  to  be,  well 
acquainted  with  this  subject  already,  as  it  has  been  fully  dis- 
cussed in  the  papers  of  Dr.  Chambers  and  Dr.  Hewett.  The  ob- 
servations of  P'r.  Bright,  both  as  to  pathology  and  practice,  are 
confirmatory  of  those  already  made  by  these  gentlemen,  apd  the 
accordance  between  physiciaris  tp  different  hospitals  thifs  mftni- 
fested  gives  additional  strengt^x  to  our  belief  of  their  ^curacy. 
Did  Dr.  Bright's  views  differ  in  any  important  point,  we  should 
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lay  them(befp]^.oi)yr'reader»i9J»ii^coa|;r^^ 

but  w^  anot  JbtaiQg^  (he  ^am^  we^'<HMm<tev^  th^  tfe^.f^itpr^ji^n 

the  subject  further 'v^6uId.ba>a'^wQffe«<>f.Bupei^ixlgati!pn« '  :-: 

The  pAlhokgiiSiLl  fwti»  are;  ittftf^tfdjKiUi  .fifteen  .highly 
finished  engravings.  Some  of  them  are  extremely?  gofv))  but 
otb^rs  iire  Compsdafeively  inferior ;  wi,  lUjpQU  -tlaie  whol¥  we 
thiak  the  coiouriog  ^xa^emt^d.  Thcty -are  by  i3bo  mea4^fio 
'g(>od  as  the  plates  m  J^.  Hooper^^  .irork-inakUiQ  imiA^iillbcMligh 
tbe  /volume  is  prppCMr^oae^Uy.  o^fMrQ  e(xpie»aiii«^^.        .  ^ : '  . 


i*r.:';  •    •  •  *,         :.♦»... 


r   ^        '-11 


•  •  1 

'ArTreatise  ori  the-  Cutaneous  Diseases  incidental  to  Childfidod: 
comprehending  their  Ortgin\  Ndiurev^reatmenf,  andPr^venfiofi. 
^-  ByWALt'iia  C.'D|;KtlY;  SnTgeon'^to  the  Il6yal^*I^firrnaTY'  for 
*'■[  'ChiWrtD,  4c.--8vo.  :pp.  ^89:    dhircfchi;' toddoD,  jb?/  '^^ 

The  errors  of  the  iancient  writetSf  upon. t^.^  subj^p^,  of  cjitii- 
neous  affections  have  been  so  very  fr^<}uentty..ihQ.tlie«3^.bf 
.i][Vodern  Qritipism,  that,  it  cannot  be  necessary  wesuoul^^  (to 
adopt  the  language  of  Mr.  Denpy,)  "rturn  the  sail  of' pur 
investigation  up  the  stream,  of  timet**  in  order  to  discover  the 
precise  extent  of  their  knowledge.  It  is  confessed  that  tbe , 
terms  formerly  employed  to  designate  diseases  of  the  skin 
were  very  loosely  and  indiscriminately  applied,  and  that,  in 
consequence,  the  treatment  adopted  was  equally  deficient  and 
inwpropriate. 

If,  however,  the  labours  of  the  Jearued  of  olden  time^  ef- 
fected but  little  in  this  branch  of  medical  science^  it  has 
received  considerable  improvement  at  the  hands  of  different 
modern  authors,  whose  names  and  works  are  too  well  known 
lo  require  any  formal  eulogy  from  us. 

The  arrangement  of  Mr.  Plum  be,  as  well  as  the  classifi- 
cation lately  presented  to  us  by  Mr.  Rayer,  are  considered 
by  th^  author  "  as  very  correct  elucidation^  of  the  character 
ot  cutaneous  diseases ;  but,  as  the  nosological  arrangement 
should,  in  my  opinion,  present  an  epitome,  as  it  were,  of  the 
Treatise,  I  think  the  combination,  for  example,  of  all  cuta- 
neous inflammations,  whether  acute  or  chronic,  essentiial  jot 
symptomatic,  in  one  chapter,  by  Mr.  Rayer,  must  occasion 
some  confusion  with  regard  to  the  modes  of  treatment; 
while,  in  Mr.  Plumbe's  arrangement,  certain  diseases  are 
unnecessarily  disjoined."  (P.  6.) 

Mr.  Dendy  deals  more  mercifully  with  Alib'ert  than  tie 
late  Dr.  Bateman,  who  declared  that  the  French  writer, 
with  all  his  boasting,  "  had  contributed  nothing  to  the  elu- 
cidation of  the  obscurity"  in  which  the  subject  had  been 
previously  veiled,     Mr,D.  confesses  that  Alibert  stands  high 
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ia  the  rank  of  wntere  on  eataneons  digewes*  but  thiut,  io 
copsequence  of  his  imperfect  el^iBsifi^atiofi,  bis  brilliaqt  irork 
joau&t  ^*  moait  soniijd  feather  of  its  value/' 

Mr.  Dendy  ahnofit  inifilicitly  adheres  to  the  ptiraeeolQgy 
of  Dr.  Will  AM* 

The  author  has  more  timn  onde  regretted  the  loe^l  i^uoeess 
pf  his- applications  to  the  erupts  of  porrjgo,  the  remoral  of 
vhich  has  been  apeedily  IbNowad  by  acute  ophthaHnia.  irhich 
without  grpat  c^re  would  haf«  proceeded  to  the  «apid  di^oTr 
ganisation  of  the  globe ;  and.  tie  presumes  yve  may  oA^ 
traqe  the  occuric^nce^  severe  perebn^  affec^as.to  ]l;be^^erely 
local  treatment  of  porriginous  or  impetiginous  cru^tSt  Wp 
have  ipore  thaix  onpe  had  occasion  to  toi^ich  upon  f^his  ques- 
tion. It  l^as  never  ft^en  to  our  lot  to  laip^nt  iiie  sj^pp^iis  of 
our  local  treatment  in  cutaneous  affectiops».  provided  tb^ 
boweU  were  acted  upon  by  occasiopal  purgatives  at  the  pe^ 
riod  of  their  subsidence.  , 

it  is  true  that  Pr.DARW^^  h^  presented  us  with  two 
icases  of  chorea,  and  oqq  of  hepatic  djsea^^,  immediately  suc- 
ceeding the  (;ure  of  sc^.bies^  a^d  that  a  few  ot;her  si^iL^r  in- 
stances Hiave  been  recorded-  But  when  We  po!9§ider  the 
immense  number  of  cases  of  that,  and  many  o|!}ier  etuptiye 
diseases^  which  are  cured  by  the  popular  application  of  local 
means^  and  the  very  few  examples  of  subsequent  aod  cop- 
^ected  constitutional  injury^  we  are  inclined  to  b^  a  |jtt)a 
doubtful  of  tb/B  fSjLCt.  We,  perhaps,  too  frcquer^^y  ^rgf^ 
upon  the  principle  of  post  hoc  ergo  propter  hoc^  the  fal- 
lacy pf  which  sophispi  the  author  deprecates  upon  the  subject , 
of  the  virtues  ascribed  to  many  remedies.  Tne  proof  of  the 
danger  above  Eluded  to  would  be  t}ie  frequent  occurrence  of 
constitutional  disease  aft^r  the  removal  of  cutaneous  affec- 
tions. We  should  not,  oursiBlves,  allow  the, few  cases  of  the 
above  kind  which  have  been  related  to  have  much  weight  in 
our  practice.  We  should  require  very  unequivoc^  evidence 
of  Wfi  connexion  betvyeep  the  removal  pf  the  disease  of  the 
skin,  and  lany  subseqiiept  general  i^nalady  which  piay  occur. 
It  must  be  granted,  **  that  ffom  the  recession  of  the  specific 
exanthemata,  as  rubeola  and  scarlatina,,  we  may  usually  anti- 
cipate an  aggravation  of  the  febrile  $ymp^oms,"  and  some- 
times even  dangerous  visceral  diseases;  and  we  perfectly  a^fee 
with  Mr.  Dendy,  "that  the  administration  pf  iuternal  re- 
medies is  almost  uniyefsally  essential  in  the  treatment  of 
cutaneous  diseases :  indeed,  indispensable  in  those  of  chil- 
dren.'^  '  . 

The  author  has  been  anxious  to  dwelt  much  on  infantile 
expression,  **  as  infantile  disease  has  been  too  much  con- 
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Signed  to  the  often  superstitious  and  bigotted  priestess  of  the 
nursery^  from  an  absurd  idea  that  it  was  useless  to  attempt 
to  investigate  disease  where  words  were  wanting  to  detelop 
the  sufFenngs  of  the  patient/'  We  were  really  not  aware 
that  the  profession  were  exposed  to  such  an  accusation  of 
negligence  and  folly. 

The  author  justly  presumes^  that,  with  but  a  limited  list  of 
remedies,  we  may  affect  more,  with  an  attentive  consideration 
of  constitution  and  the  cause  of  disease,  than  with  the  whole 
materia  medica  at  our  disposal,  assisted  only  by  a  superficial 
and  confined  view  of  the  malady  with  whicn  we  nave  to 
contend. 

From  the  conviction  that  the  majority  of  infantine  eruptions 
are  symptomatic  of  constitutional  or  intestional  disea^Ci  Mr. 
Dendy  has  deemed  it  proper  to  offer  some  remarks  ^a  the 
establishment  of  the  healthy  condition  of  the  functions,  which 
may  be  considered  as  coiistituting  the  prevention  of  cu- 
taneous diseases.  In  this  section  we  find  many  judicious 
practical  observations,  which  have,  however,  been  much  too 
ft^uenfly  noticed  to  require  any  particular  comment. 

The  error  of  feeding  children  to  excess*  #ould  rarely  be 
committed  if  theadvice  of  the  medical  world  had  its  proper 
influence  on  the  public.  But,  in  spite  of  all  our  rhetoric  and 
remonstrance,  mothers  will  still  be  found  who  will  persist  in 
stuffing  their  children,  or,  as  Mr.  Dendy  expresses  it,  who 
appreciate  them  '*  as  they  would  their  capons  or  their  pigs, 
by  the  mass  of  matter  which  composes  themu^' 

We  enter  upon  the  more  immediate  subject  of  the  volume, 
by  the  consideration  of  those  cutaneous  diseases  symptomatic 
of  disorder  in  the  alimentary  viscera*  Mr.  Denay  observes, 
that  the  papul®  of  strophulus  "  are  often  materially  modified 
by  the  peculiarity  of  constitution  and  mode  of  living:  indeed, 
by  these  causes,  and  by  neglect,  it  may  be  totally  changed 
firom  its  first  simple  form  to  one  even  of  contagious  nature. 
From  this  source  arise  the  peculiarly  aggravated  cases  of 
eruption  among  the  children  of  the  indigent,  in  whom  the 
simple  strophulus  will  sometimes  degenerate  into  the  conta- 
gious scabies.''  (P.  80.) 

We  suspect  there  is  some  error  in  this  opinion.  From 
bad  feeding  and  disordered  secretions,  that  common  and  ge- 
nerally trifling  disease,  strophulus,  may,  we  know,  be  much 
exasperated.  There  may  exist  a  considerable  degree  of  itch- 
ing, pain,  and  ^  excoriation ;  but  we  should  still  doubt  the 
contagious  nature  of  the  disease,  however  aggravated  it  may 
become  from  accidental  circumstances. 
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;  A  very  brief  ^cqQpnt  iii»  given  of  .prurigo,  crusta  laQtQa,  fol- 
licular tumors,  phlegmonous  tumors^  urticaria,  impetigo,  and 
herpes ;  and  we  then  arrive  at  ^  Disease,  symptomatic  chiefly 
•of  deratiged  chylopoietic  functions,  usually  marked  by  debi- 
lity." Mr,  Dendy  is  of  opinion  that  purpura  haemorrhagica 
is  usually  dependent  upon  a  debilitated  and  deranged  state 
of  the  system.  Some  pathologists  have  referred  the  ecchy- 
mosis  to  increae^ed  vascular  action,  vvhich  they  have  terined 
the  hemorrhagic  effort.  We  believe  our  author  hjis  formed  a 
correct  view  of  the  subject,  although  cases  may  occasionally 
occur  characterised  by  such  symptoms  as  to  support  the  con- 
trary doctrine.     Mr.  Dendy  argues,  that— 

"  From  the  abseace  of  acute  fever,  the  condition  of  the  pulse, 
and  the  languid  state  of  the  sy&tem,  inducing  often  syncope  on 
exertion,  occurring,  however,  without  previous  excitement,  it  may 
be  termed  a  disease  of  debility,  depending  on  a  waiit  of  the  elastic 
property  of  vascular  coats,  allowing  the  blood  to  break  through 
the  capillaries :  a  doctrine  in  opposition  to  the  opinion  of  Dr. 
Parry,  who  asserted  its  inflammatory  nature.  In  what  is  desig- 
nated petechial  fever,  however,  which  I  have  never  seen  in  chil- 
dren, the  va$oular  action  may  be  much  increased.  On  the  first 
effusion  of  the  blood,  it  is  often  of  a  florid  hue,  but  it  speedily  be- 
comes purple,  assuming  a  brownish  tinge  as  it  is  about  to  be  re- 
moved by  absorption.  The  cuticle  above  the  spots  is  slightly 
elevated  and  smooth ;  sometimes,  however,  it  is  raised  in  vesicles 
filled  with  purple  blood.  In  purpura  hemorrhagica,  as  well  as 
scorbutus,  the  mucous  surfaces  are  often  more  affected  than  the 
external  skin,  the  danger  being  then  materially  increased,  as  th^ 
delicate  epithelium  is  easily  burst  by  the  extravasated  blbod,  and 
thus  we  have  hemorrhages  from  the  gums,  the  throat,  &c.  whic)i 
have  given  the  specific  name  to  this  form'.  Internal  hemorrhage 
may  thus  take  place,  which  sometimes  prove  fatal.  It  is  rare  that 
hemorrhage  takes  place  on  the  surface  of  the  body,  but  in  some 
cases  the  slightest  pressure  will  produce  ecchymosis,  and  firm 
compression  will  break  the  cuticle,  and  the  blood  will  flow  frotii 
the  lesion.  I  have  seen  children  evince  this  petechial  tendency, 
being  spotted  black  by  the  slightest  bruises.  The  extravasation  iti 
very  extreme  cases  will  sometimes  occur  ^om  the  mere  mua^ulat 
action'  of  a  limb.  Blood  will  sometimes  flow  from  the  eyes,  nose, 
and  mouth  of  children,  at  the -same  time*  that  they  expectorate 
bloody  mucus,  and  pass  bloody  stools  resembling  melsena,  eon-- 
sisting  only  of  sanious  coagula  mixed  with  intestinal  mucus. 
These  appearances  usually  occur  in.  children  about  the  fouirth  or 
fifth  year.  In  protracted  cases,  where  internal  hemorrhage  has 
not  speedily  proved  fatal,  we  sec  the  blood  gradually  become  paler, 
until  at  last  the  hemorrhage  will  scarcely  stain  the  linen  on  which 
it  drops:  the  ecchymose4  spots  being  subject  to  the  same  faded 
change;  the  circulating  fluid   appearing  to  assume  almost  the 
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cboraptet  of  •eruttu    ThetGa#e«,  w^ohrSar^fi^y.^pfQQiVfr 

ftita),  ard  those  in  wVich  bflemateiteici^is^  b[g^mi^riaL, Wjif^o^j^e 

oocor,  tUd  effusion  beiDjp  both .obsouri^  and' pui  ^fxh^xfi^otofff 

mbcbsfnlcU pressure,    ju  siionar  c^^^^tiiih^^/s^ii^^w^ 

been  fouAd  venry  pale  in  tb^r  internal  fibrous  or, ]pai^^p^ma^)|ti 

sfructi^re,  a  lirra  coloifr  appealing  under  tbeir  iiiteriiat  melnbraae. 

(Pii43:v   •■■■■••'    ■    i  ,  ■     •  "'  ■•';'7-'-^^i  '•'• 

For  the  removal  of  tbia^  species  of  ^(i^ui%  we  must jphi^flj. 
rely  upon  the  judicious  use  of  ^fcunat  pur^tiros.^  p^^ 
c&ution,  however,  is  required.  *'  Mercwy  aboHid  iH^,;}>e 
continued  loi;ig  in  purpura^  as  it  has  usually  a.  i^efidlBPcy/  ^ 
depress  power,  althou^  som^  physicians  recooun^dit  fj^^ 
to  ptyahsm/'  .   '*.  . -^       : 

The  author  iiext  speaks  of  ''diseaBes  U9li^ly^mBto^ 
matic,  arising  sUso  from  extraneous  excitement;  ddpendr 
ing  probably  on  peculiar  idiosyncrasy »'*  ]  As  in  /jthe 
formet  section,  we  pass  over  the  descriptions  given-  ^f 
many  different  species  of  cutaneous  disease^,  b^pause.; wo 
find  them  to  be  merely  superficial  abstracts  of  qpiipoi;;i|i 
and  statements  that  have  n-equently  been  repeat^.  .  yft^ 
differ  from  Mr.  Dendy  upon  the  treatment  ^of  £Pfi|^ 
favosa^  which  }ie  states,  ''  even  in  those  caf ea  frbi^l^.  :^fi^ 
from  actual  inoculation^  should  be  chiefly.  iatemaV  ,  .Tl]#t 
internal  remedies  are  necessary  in  this  vexy  obstioeet^  fpppo^  of 
skin-disease,  we  readily  admit;  but  we  know,  ^Iso^  that  quite 
as  much  dependB  upon  the  local  applications, 4)f  which* the 
best  are  (as  stated  by  the  author)  poultices  at  the  commence 
ment  of  the  disease,  and,  on  the  subsidence  of  inflammatccy 
action,  the  Ungt.  Picb  p.J.  Ungt;  Sulph.  p.  2,  Iil  some 
very  stubborn  cases,  Mr.  D.  baa  tound  equal  parts,  of  nitric  . 
acid,  oil,  and  water,  very  efficacious  • 

"Upon  the  subject  of  porrigo  suctulata,  we  agi^ee  with  Dr. 
tJNDERWooD  and  Mr.  Plumbs.  ,  We  do  not  r^m^^l^r  a 
sip^le  case,  out  of  very  many  we  have  had  uncler  our  c^are^  ip 
which  the  disease  of  the  surface  appeared  to  be  eoivaeptefl 
with  constitutional  derangement.  Mr^b^;idy  tiiii^SiotiMh 
wise,  and  assigns  a  double  origiA  to  this  compi^Qt*':  t  11$^.^ 
foliowiDff  ointQienl  ha«  he&k  found  very  cfficaciomk  ii^^his 
disease:*  ..t  •. 

lU  Sod^  Alicaat  ^i|. ; .  Potass.  Sulpha  ^ij^  )  Adip«  ^j«;  M« 

It  is  to  be  applied  daily  after  t^  employiwi^^f  p9|^^ 
A  decodtion  oi  tobaeco  has  bee^i  i^sed  a|^  an  extern^  teijie4iy> 
b^f  ttiiVmudtl)^  ^inployed  wiiii  cauticm,  as  deathJbass^occiuTied 
flrdm  its  injudicious  usCp,     ,        '     .. ,  ,  .  .    j.. 

*  Foraiulairc  Pratique  des  H^pitaux  Civils  d«  ParU. 
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rdtti^iAtb^roM  affile  fttAI,  wHUont  exprcBSing  our  aftp^ba- 
tiM  of  fbs; ifiailba!  dwterity  8howii  by  Mr.  DuRLACu'itB,  in 
hisei^leht  operation  fbr  the  removal  of  tbiK  disease.  We  bare 
twice  ^en  Mr.  1).  o[>erate,  and  in  neitber  case  did  tbe  jttUeot 
comptaiii  of  appear  to  Buffer  pain.  It  most  be  needlegh  ¥i 
observe,  that  the  rude  and  ntiscleetiflo  c^ieration  of  Watiflg 
aWiiy'tbe  n&i);  as  H  id  even  now  sbtiietimeB  pr&ctieed,  infli^ta 
thfi  dloat  severe  torture.  Mt.  D.'a  ojiention  "  (totlfliats  in 
cftOticWsly  cutting  throilgb  the  nail,  with  a  vm^  «taall  Itnifb, 
ahd  wtChotit  dividing  dt  wounding  the  cuticte  interposed  be- 
tween!) its  nnder  sWTace  and  the  sensitive  stmcittire  beneath 
it ;  then,  witlt  a  minute  pair  of  fbrceps,  rtusing  and  detach- 
ing the  nail.  The  operation  is  productive  of  little  or  no  pain, 
and  i<  eminendy  successful.", 

*'  Diseases  consequent  to  specific  infection/'  come  next. — 
W«  bave  bntonetemark  to  ofierupon  the  sketch  which  the  &u- 
that  haa  given  of  Rnbetria.  It  is  stated  to  occur  butonce  during 
liftt;   To  this  getter^  foct,  bowever,  thereare  occasional  excep- 
tioiis :— we  have  otirselres,  in  two  instances,  seen  measles  a  se- 
cAud  titbe  in  the  same  ^nbject ;  and  numerous  cases  were  pul>- 
tisfaed  by  the  late  Dr.  Baillis,  theaccuracy  of  whitsh  therecan 
be  no  doubt.  Mr.  Dehdy  has  hothimself  made  any  experiments 
upon  the  inoculation  oi  measles,  "  bnt  it  has  been  advocated 
by  adme  pathologists,  and,  in  the  Bibliotheca  Italiana,  tbe 
following  proof  of  its  possibility  is  related  :  '  The  inoculation 
of  measles,  whibh  has  been  alreadvpractiBed  with  success  by 
Home  and  Horst,  was  repeated  by  Professor  Speranza  during  ' 
an  epidemic  which  reigned  at  Mantua  in  1832.  Ht  inoculated 
six  children  as  well  as  himself,  and  the  measles  in  each  4;ase 
appeared  in  a  mild  and  regnlaf  ftjmt.     A  slight  incision  was 
made  in  the  b^t-lboking  measle,  and,  in  the  blood  which 
Bowed  frbm  the  scratch,  the  point  of  a  lancet  was  dipped, 
which  Was  then  inserted  into  the  aWn.' — A  Mr.  Fortual  has 
stated  in  a  German  Journal,  that  al 
addriblstered  siilphvlr'were  ptrrteftt* 
whfeh  this  (Hsease  wtis  enfdemic. 
ing,  brthefe  Was  i^^  A  prophyfiu 
cannot  determine.    This  formula 
Sacch.  i,  ty.  ';  Coeh.  Mci.ss.  bifl^l 

W«  coaJtlboe  Auma  npdn  the  r£ 
InAM  witU-totiifactSoa  to  duraelv 
readcM.^  Ilieyebnt^  thoApi^ 
the  cutaneous  afiecUons  incidental  to  cbiia&ood. 

Wfe  cauDot  offer  a  very  favorable  opinion  of  Mr.  Dendy'a 
perfotmance.    There  are  iiideed  Bome  trifling  changes  iU  the 
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arraDgemant  and  verbal  description  of  the  various,  maladies 
touched  upon,  which  are  just  sufficient  to  rescue  the  author 
from  the  charge  of  having  copied  his  matter  from  Qthers  who 
have  before  published  upon  the  same  subject.  There  was 
certainly  no  vacant  niche  in  the  professional  library  for  the 
^ook  Mr.  Dendy.  has  presented  to  us.  The  substance  of  it 
may  be  found  in  most  works  which  treaj:  of  the  diseases  of 
infants ;  and^  in  either  Bateman  or  Plumbei  we  have  much 
mpre  satisfactory  descriptions  of  the  cutaneous  diseases  which 
are  here  rather  superficially  considered.  The  duty  of  review- 
ing is  never  more  unpleasing  to  us  than  when  we  are  com- 
pelled to  withhold  our  praise ;  but,  from  misplaced  commenda- 
tions, the  conclusion  is  non  melius  de  laudato,  pejus  de  laudante. 

< 

Introduction  to  the  ScUnce  qf  the  Pulse^  as  applied  tQ  the  Practice 
of  Medicine^  By  Julius  Rueco,  m.d.  Bachek)r  of  Medicine 
in  the  Royal  Uoiversity  of  Naples;  ex-Professor  of  Anatomy 
and  Comparative  Physiology  in  the  Royal  Medico-Chirurgical 
College,  and  Member  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Encouragement 
of  that  Capital;  Licentiate  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  in  London ;  ordinary  Member  of  the  Class  of  Natu- 
ral  Sciences  of  the  Italian  Academy  of  Sciences,  Letters,  and 
Arts;  Corresponding  Member  of  various  Medical  and  Literary 
Societies  of  Europe  and  the  United  States  of  America;  Author 
of  various  Medical  Works,  &c.  In  two  Volumes.-^ Large  8vo. 
pp.  353,  452»    Longman  and  Co.  London,  1827. 

&iGHT-bundred-and-five  royal  octavo  pages  on  the  pulse! — 
the  work  should  have  been  written  last  century.  We  sat 
down  to  the  perusal  with  eveiy  disposition  to  be  pleased,  and 
every  wish  to  be  instructed :  we  had  heard  the  author  fa- 
vourably spoken  of,  and  knowing  him  to  be  a  foreigner,  we 
were  desirous  of  showing  him  courtesy.  But  we  have  a 
higher  duty  to  perform — we  must  be  candid.  In  our  judg- 
ment, then,  the  work  is  very  much  laboured — very  speculative 
— very  learned — and  very  useless. 

Dr.  Ruoco  directed  his  attention  to  the  pulse  so  early  as 
the  year  1804,  when  he  held  the  office  of  Regius  Professor  of 
Pathology  at  Naples.  He  connected  himself  with  many 
learned  men  of  Italy,  who  '*  contributed  to  dissipate  the 
thick  darkness  which  obscured  the  horizon  of  medicsu  know- 
ledge," and,  by  their  co-operation  and  assistance,  advanced 
the  study  of  '  Sphygmica,  a  science  through  which  nature 
speaks  to  the  physician,  by  means  of  its  organ — the  pulse. 

In  1811  our  author  was  sent  by  his  government  to  Paris, 
where  he  appears  to  have  remained  four  years,  prosecuting  his 
medipa)  researches  in  that  capital.     In  1814,  he  returned  to 
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Naples,  having  been  appointed  JProfessor  of  Anatomy  and 
Comparative  rhysiology.  This  new  situation  distracted  his 
attention  from  his  favourite  study ;  but  this  apostacy  was  of 
short  duration,  as  in  1 81 5  he  was  seized  with  a  aesire  o|* 
examining  the  phenomena  of  disease  in  different  climates; 
•'  an  idea  which,  singular  as  it  may  appear,  finally  determined 
him  to  sail  for  the  Tjnited  States  towards  the  close  of  18 15, 
thus  incurring  all  the  disadvantages  of  a  voluntary  exile.^  He 
settled  at  Philadelphia  till  1820,  when  he  came  to  London 
"  for  the  purpose  of  the  still  further  prosecution  of  his  re- 
searches." 

The  short  sketch  of  his  history  with  which  he  has  pre- 
sented us,  will  show  how  much  the  author  has  been  in 
^earnest,  and  what  sacrifices  he  has  made  in  the  progress 
of  his  object.  It  has  been  supposed,  indeed,  that  circum- 
stances of  a  political  nature  had  led  to  his  abandoning  his 
native  country;  but,  as  he  expressly  states  his  exile  to 
be  **  voluntary,"  this  idea  must  be  unfounded,  although  it  cer- 
tainly would  have  accounted  more  rationally  for  his  giving 
up  the  anatomical  chair  at  Naples,  and  wandering  over  %he 
face  of  the  earth  in  the  manner  he  appear^  to  nave  done. 
Neither  does  Dr.  Rucco  know  the  feelings  of  those  among 
whom  he  now  resides,  if  h^  supposes  they  would  haye  thong^ht 
the  worse  of  any  man  who  had  retreated  from  the  tyitanny  with 
which  Austria  rules  hia  degraded^  but  atill  noble,  cprontry* 

After  a  lon^  introduction,  in  which  the.  author  gives  the 
history  of  the  opygmical  art,  we  have  a  succession  of  elabo* 
rate  articles  on  tlj^e  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  the  Heart  and 
Arteries ;  and  these  are  followed  by  a  chapt^  on  the 
"  Exploratory  Organ  of  the  Pulse ;"— which  expression 
means  neither*  more  nor  less  than  the  fillers*  The  ani^r 
tomy  of  the  exploratory  organ  is  given  with  tedious  mi* 
nuteness ;  and  this  fact  may  serve  as  an  illustration  of  thos^ 
frequent  digressions  from  the  proper  object  of  the  work, 
which  render  it  laborious  in  perusal,  and  most  difi^ult  to 
digest.  Another  x^ircumstance,  and  we  must  say  another 
blemish,  is  the  unnecessai^  repetition  of  wordi^,  which 
swell  the  size  of  the  work,  already  too  great.  As.  an 
illustration  of  our  meaning,  take  the  following,  in  which  we 
have  put  the  repetitions  in  italics. 

'^  That  man's  natural  pulse  varies  in  proportion  to  the  changes 
which  take  place  in  his  organization,  is  an  in dubi table  truth,  the 
evidence  of  which  is  supported  by  the  testimony  of  nature  herself, 
when  we  observe  that  the  pulse  of  man,  without  losing  an  atom  of 
its  natural  character,  can  indicate  the'  state  of  health  in  three  in- 
dividuals of  different  ages,  although  it  rndL^h^  quick,  frequent^  awi 
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mail  in  jhe  first ;  elevated,  full,  and  strong  m>  ibe  second  ;  ^d^l 
slowy  rare,  cand  hard  in  the  third,  the  pulse  is,  in  fact,  qvi^k^ 
frequenU  and  mo^l  ip  children ;  elevated^  fully  and  strpng  in  adults ; 
find  nhwj  far%  and  hard  in  old  persons.  But  it  is  not  sufficient 
to  know,  or  to  s^y,  that  the  pulse  is  quick,  frequent,  and  small  in 
children;  elevated,  full^  and  strong  in  adult  age;  wd  sIqw,  rare^ 
and  hard  in  old  persons:  to  this  information  7t  is  requisite  to  add 
the  I^novledge  or  the  fact,  that  the  celerity,  frequency ,  and  smaU-. 
ness  of  the  pulse  in  the  period  of  Infancy  yary  in  degree  and 
strength ;  that  the  same  takes  place  idth  respect  to  its  elevation, 
/ulneu,  and  strength  in  adult,  and  its  shwlesi,  rarity,  and  hardness 
in  old  age.**  (Vol.  i.  p.  151.) 

The  secood  volume  is  that  from  which  we  emected  to  derive 
most  information^  as  it  relate  to  the  Morbia  Conditions  of 
the  Pulse.  These  are  divided  into  the  diagnostic,  orgai^c, 
and  critical. 

The  diagnostic  pulses  are  successively  treated  of  under  the 
heads  of  the  **  Great  Morbose  Pulse  /*'  i^^d  the  **  Small  Morb(»e 
Pulse  ;^'  and  a  generafl  idea  of  the  author's  opinions  inay  be 
gathered  from  the  following  analysis  of  the  inferences  drawn 
from  different  kinds  of  pulse. 

**  1st.  If  the  pulse,  from  being  smaH,  becomes  suddenly  ereat, 
without  the  strength  of  the  patient  being  improved,  it  is  a  sign  of 
de%th  in  lethargy  and  apoplexy,  according  to  thie  ot^servations  of 
Baglivi  and  Wapfer. 

*^  2d.  The.  change  of  the  care  and  slow  pulse  into  quick  and 
frequent,  is  a  favorable  sign  in  ataxic  fevers  and  hyposthenic  dis- 
ioa^es. 

*<  3d.  The  softness  aMl  rarity  wbioh  succeed  the^exeessivc  haid. 
jiess  and  frequency  of  the  pulse  in  acvte  hyppf  thqnac  fevors,  n  an 
i^i^cellent  sign. 

^  '^  4th.  According  to  the  observation  of  Actuarius,  the  elevated, 
vehement,  and  quick  pulse  announces  the  commencement  of  a 
disease  in  one  or  mpre  vital  organs ;  and  the  sniall,  frequent,  and 
weak  pulse  indicates,  on  the  contrary,  the'  long  duration  of  a  dis- 
order, which  finally  succeeds  in  impoverishifi^  and  overpowering 
the  vital  powers. 

**  5th.  The  thinness,  frequency,  and  hardness  of  the  pulse  show 
•the  state  of  irritation,  or  crudity,  as  it  is  called  by  medical  prac* 
.tinners.  If  the  pulse  cotitinues  thus  in  tlie  successive  periods  of 
wrute  diseases,  after  the  epocba  ofdiecoacoctien,'  it  is  a  sign  evi- 
dently unfavorable ;  for  it  is  then  supposed  Uiat  the  crisis  has  not 
.iaken  place  there,  or  that,  if  it  does  take  place  subsequently,  it 
will  not  be  true  or  salutary. 

*'  6th,  The  frequent,  small,  irregular,  and  thin  pulse,  whilst  it 
genorally  indicatesrthe  concourse  of  spasm,  irritation,  and  weak^ 
ness,  is  also  the  worst  sign  in  pestilential  fevers,  in  typhus,  in 
(spurious  aogina,  in. false  perifmeumonia,  and  in  epideniio  dysen- 
teries. 
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.    "  f(rt»#^  Sh^^ufJfie?^  qbAnjfft  Mst^  gre^t  and. fall  puUe  imo  the 
lr^que^tii8i}[^^II»;tl^}  AiidiffegujiAr  pulse,  is  a  fata)  sign  in  acute 

J9|^fia^e^•^ ,  ..^  ^  ,,^  i  :.  ./..  .  . 

.  J ,.  *'.i3^.,T,h9,gpe£vtnfs8  a»(l  Xuja0s^  which  succeed  to  the  small- 

.A^Jl^U>wejiknea^,/fr,e<jueaqy^.a{idlri:e5^^  a  sign 

^HmdQub.tedly  favorable  In  ^cii^e  diseases.'     .  '  ..       ^  ,       ' 

^^    **  9jth.,  Tilt^p^Ue  .wWch  vacillates  and  changes  its  form  every 

InHaDt^  is  alwa;ys  a  fatal  sign. /  This  vacillation,  when  it  exists,,  is 

.  observed  a.t  one  tiflxe  strong,  at  anpthei*  time  weak^  at  onb  time 

Viare,  al  anather  frequent^  at;  one  time  quick,  at  another  s!ow : 

when  the  pul^e  thtisva^iillates  and  changes,  it  is  St  sign  that  the 

pericardiumVor  thelieart.'or'even  liotji,''  are  affected  bylftflEttrfm'k- 

^;i^r.r(lt&P^W!i€fiyt!fel>€fftifig^bflhe  fbtoelBifscliiaies  Ti^y  adbsible 

'  Xtaunkghloiit  thei'  #biot«^<>Mfe(«irtei^l  tr^,  ki  tbe:pr6i8Me  oft^ntfte 

>cHaeaHe8,cit(:^tt«aa'2iidliFaa»kd^iugD;  beMunsesuch  a'pfeeoQinefton 

arises  from  the  deep  and  general  inflammation  which  ia  paeciiiely 

.,|^dki94Kd1by>lfai«t«6eMib}e  iscjoMag  ibroughout  the  whole  arterial 

„'  Jf^llfht  The  freqnfpf^,  weakness^  and  inequality  of  the  puUe,is 
.^n.un/i^vor.alil^ signer  i^s  it  indicates  the  organic  affections  of  the 
breast,  according  to  HoEPmann^s  observations. 

"  12th.  The  smallnesa,  rarityi  and  weakness  (approaching  to 
insensibility)  of  the  pulse,  is  an  unfavorable  sign,  especially  in 
.    syncope, 

'^'  ISth.  The  pulse  which  grows  weaker,  proceeding  from  the 
greatness  to  the  insensibility  of  its  oscillations,  is  the  worst  sign, 
as  it  indicates  tlie  successive  exhaustion  of  vitality."  (Vol.  ii.  p.  104.) 

The  organic  pulses  are  those  which,  by  some  peculiarity  of 
character,  point  out  the  particular  organ  which  is  diseased. 
The  author  evidently  feels  this  to  be  a  weak  point,  as  he 
declared  his  intention  not  to  notice  those  who  assert  "  that 
the  doctrine  of  organic  pulses  is  nothing  but  the  produce  of 
imagination."  We  have  an  organic  pulse  for  the  head,  the 
throat,  the  chest,  and — the  no^;  after  which  follow  those  for 
the  abdominal  and  pelvic  viscera.  We  were  rather  sceptical 
as  to  the  nose,  but  it  is  quite  obvious  that  our  author  has  no 
doubt  about  the  matter,  as  will  appear  from  the  following 
passage,  w)iich  at  the  same  time  will  serve  to  show  the  vagi^e- 
nesa  ai^d  unsatisiactory  nature  of  the  whole  hypothesis. 

''  In  fact,  the  existence  of  the  nasal  organic  pulse  is  certain  in 
the  presence  of  local  affections  of  the  nostrils  or  of  the  nose.  The 
pulsatile  artery  generally  loses  its  cylindrical  form ;  for,  whilst  its 
posterior  and  middle  or  central  part,  which  correspond  to  tHe  point 
of  the  little,  annular,  and  middle  fingers,  rises  in  the  form  of  a 
small  hillock :  its  anterior,  or  digital  part,  on  the  contrary,  ap- 
pears to.  flatten  itself,  like  a  small  nervous  riband,  under  the  tip 
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of  the  inde^L  finger:  thus,  it  is  in  this  track  of 'the  flattened  artery 
that  we  perceive  in  motion  certain  round  bodies,  similar  to  so  many 
drops  of  water,  which  come  driven  with  force  against  the  apophysis 
of  the  radius,  and  from  which  the  shock  appears  to  ba  tmosmit- 
ted  to  other  drops  which  follow  the  firsL  At  other  times  a  kind 
of  formiculation  is  felt,  or  otherwise  the  impression  of  a  move- 
ment of  only  two  round  and  large  bodies,  which  run  rapidly 
against  the  index  finger." 

Of  the  critical  pulses,  we  shall  say  nothing,  being  infidels 
on  the  subject  of  crises  in  general. 

We  regret  much  that  we  can  say  nothing  very  favor- 
able of  Dr.  Rucco's  work ;  for  it  must  have  been  attended 
with  prodigious  labour,  and  the  sacrifices  he  describes  himself 
as,  having  made  in  the  prosecution  of  his  object  have  been 
very  great.  He  appears  deeply  read  in  the  older  .oiedical 
writers,  and  makes  constant  reference,  among  others,  to 
Galbn,  whose  authority  he  seems  to  look  up  to  with  great 
reverence.  But  the  admiration  of  Galen  is  not  quite  so  great 
among  us,  and  we  remember,  on  a  recent  occasion,  to  have 
heard  a  public  lecturer,  who,  desirous  of  iliustra^ting  the  ab* 
surdity  of  wild  hypothesis — of  substituting;  words  f6r  ideas, 
gave  a  quotation  from  Gralen  as  affording  tne  most  appropri- 
ate example. 

A  work  on  the  Pulse  certainly  might  be  made  very  useful; 
but  then  it  ought  to  be  a  simple  detail  of  the  signs  it  affords, 
without  any  attempt  to  carry  these  to  a  degree  of  refinement, 
which  is  plausible  perhaps  in  the  closet,  but  wholly  inapplica- 
ble at  the  bedside  of  the  patient. 


Library  of  Useful  Knowledge.  Animal  Mechanics.  No.  9.  Pub- 
lished under  the.  superintendence  of  the  Society  for  the  Diffu- 
sion of  Useful  Knowledge. — 8vo.  pp.  31.  Baldwin  and  Co. 
London,  1827. 

The  number  before  us  is  the  first  one  of  this  work  which  has 
afford^  us  an  opportunity  of  introducing  it  to  our  readers. 
It  is  intended  to  skew  the  perfection  of  design  in  the  bones  of 
the  head,  spine,  and  chest,  shown  by  comparison  with  architec- 
tural and  hiechanical  contrivances,  and  the  illustrations  are  of 
the  most  interesting  description.  We  have  often  heard  them  in 
the  course  of  the  last  ten  years  in  the  lectures  of  a  distinguished 
teacher,  who  may  therefore  be  presumed  to  be  the  author.  .  In 
o^r  review  of  Dr.  Arnott's  work  on  Physics,  we  alluded  to  the 
excellence  of  Mr.  Charles  Bell's  oral  discourses  on  Anin^ 
Mechanics,  and  we  cannot  give  our  readers  a  better  idea  of 

6 


Animal  Mechanics.  543 

these,  tha»  by  making  some  quotations  from  the  work  be- 
fore us. 

After  Bomfe  introductoi^  observations,  ifn  which  itia  pointed 
Out^that  the  contHvances  for  pr6t?ecting  Vital  or^ns  are  not 
atrist)lute  dfecufitie^  against  accident,  bat  that  they  are  calcu- 
lated to  meet  Ul  the  circumst&nces' of  ordinary  life,  the  author 
proceeds  to  illustrate  the  subject,  by  comparison  with  some 
of  the  many  mechanical  contrivances  of  art.  Men  proceed  in 
a  slow  course  of  advancement  in  architectural,  or  mechanical, 
or  optical  scifences ;  and,  when  an  improvement  is  made,  it.  is 
found  that  there  have  been  all  along  examples  of  it  in  the  animal 
body,  which  ought  to  have  been  marked  before,  and  which 
might  have  suggested  to  us  the  improvement.  Assuming 
that  thehead  is  the  noblest  part,  the  author  commeaoes  witfi 
it,  and  the  manner  in  which  this  part  of  the  subject  is  handled, 
may  be  taken  as  lan  example  of  the  whole.* 

**  It  feqdirea  no  disquisition  to  prove  that  the  brain  is  the  most 
essential  organ  of  the  animal  system,  and  being  so,  we  may  pre«-^ 
same  tkstt  it  must  be  especially  protected;  We  are  now  to  inquire 
how  this  main  objeeited  is  attained  ? 

''  We  must  first  anderstand  that  the  brain  may  be  hurt,  not  only 
by  sharp  bodies  touching  and  entering  it,  but  by  a  blow  upon  the 
head  which  shall  vibrate  through  it,  without  the  instrument  piercing 
the  skull.  Indeed,  a  blow  upon  a  man's  head,  by  a  body  which 
shall  cause  a  vibration  through  the  substance  of  the  brain,  may 
more  effectually  deprive,  him  of  sense  and  motion  than  if  an  axe 
or  a  sword  penetrated  into  the  substance  of  the  brain  itself. 

"Supposing  that  a  man's  ingenuity  were  to  be  exercised  in  con- 
triving a  protection  to  the  brain,  he  must  perceive  that  if  the  case 
were  soft,  it  would  be  too  easily  pierced  ;  that  if  it  were  of  a  glassy 
nature,  it  would  be  chipped  and  cracked;  that  if  it  were  of  a  sub- 
stance like  metal,  it  would  ring  and  vibrate,  and  communicate  the 
concussion  to  the  brain. 

**  Further  thoughts  might  suggest,  that  whilst  the  case  should 
be  made  firm  to  resist  a  sharp  point,  the  vibrations  of  that  circular 
•case  might  be  prevented  by  lining  it  with  a  softer  material ;  no  bell 
wouki  vibrate  with  such  an  incumbrance ;  the  sound  would  be 
stopped  like  the  ringing  of  a  glass  by  the  touch  of  a  finger. 

**  If  a  soldier's  head  be  covered  with  a  steel  cap,  the  blow  of  a. 
sword  which  does  not  penetrate  will  yet  bring  him  to  the  ground 
by  the  percussion  which  extends  to  the  brain  ;  therefore  the  \keir 
met  is  Uned  with  leather,  and  covered  with  hair ;  for,  although  th§ 
hair  is  made  an  ornament,  it  is  an  essential  part  of  the  protection  : 
we  may  see  it  in  the  head-piece  of  the  Roman  soldier,  where  all 
useless  ornament  being  despised  as  frivolous,  was  avoided  as 
cumbrous.  '       '      '     '   '  ^ 

*•  We  now  perceive  why  the  skull  consists  of  two  plates  of  bone, 
one  external,  which  is  fibrous  and  tough,  and  one  internal,  dense 
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to  Rvch  a  dei^ee  tbatthe  onftUmiBliCidlUitttaiiifa  vUretf  (tbe 
glassy  table.) 

**  Nobody  can  suppose  tbi^.to  be  accideBlal*  It  has  jiMt  been 
stated,  that  the  brain  may  beiDJaved  in  two  ways :  a  stone  or  4 
hammer  may  bceak  the  skull,  and  the  depressed  part  of  the  bqne 
uijnre  the  brain;  whilst,  on  the  otker  hand^  a  mallet  struck  upon 
the  head  will,  without  penetrating,  effectually  deprive  the  brain  of 
its  functions,  by  causing  a  vibration  which  runs  round  the  skull 
and  extends  to  every  portion  of  its  contents. 

"  Were  the  skull,  in  its  perfect  or  mature  state;  softer  than  it  is, 
it  would  be  like  the  skull  of  a  child ;  were  it  harder  than  we  find  it 
is,  it  would  be  like  that  of  an  old  man.  In  other  words,  as  in  the 
former  it  would  be  too  easily  pierced,  so,  in  the  latter,  it  would  vi* 
brate  too  sharply  and  produce  concussion.  The  skull  of  an  infant 
is  la /single  layer  of  elastic  bone ;  on  the  approach  to  manhood  it 
feparaies  4nto  two  titles ;  ^nd  in  old  age  it  again  becomes  coasom 
lidated.  During  the  active  years  of  man's  life  the  skull  is  perfect : 
it  then  consists  of  two  layers,  muted  by  a  softer  substance  ;  the 
inner  layer  is  brittle  as  glass,  and  calculated  to  resist  anything 
penetrating ;  the  outer  table  is  tough,  to  give  consistence,  and  to 
stifle  the  vibration  which  would  take  place  if  the  whole  testare  were 
uniibna,  pad  like  die  inner  table. 

'^  The  alteration  in  the  substanee  of  the  bones^  and>  more  parti- 
cularly in  the  sknll,  is  marvellously  ordered  to  follow  the  changes 
in  the  mind  of  the  creature,  from  the  heedlessness  of  childhood  to 
the  caution  of  age,  and  even  the  helplessness  of  superannuation. 

*'  The  skull  is  soft  and  yielding  at  birth  ;  during  childhood  it  is 
elastic,  and  little  liable  to  injury  from  concussion;  and  during 
youth,  and  up  to  the  period  of  maturity,  the.  parts  which  come  in 
contact  with  the  ground,  are  thicker,  whUst  the  shock  is  dispersed 
towards  the  sutures  (the  seams  or  joinings  of  the  pieces,)  which  are 
still  loose.  But  when,  with  advancing  years,  something  tells  us  to 
give  np  feats  of  activity,  and  falls  are  less  frequent,  the  bones  lose 
that  nature  which  would  render  concussion,  harmless,  and  at  length 
the  timidity  of  age  teaches  man  that  his  structure  is  no  longer 
adapted  to  active  life. 

''  We  must  understand  the  necessity  of  the  double  layer  of  the 
skull,  in  order  to  comprehend  another  very  curious  contrivance. 
The  sutures  are  the  lines  of  union  of  the  several  bones  which  form 
the  craniumy  and  surround  and  protect  the  brain.  These  lines  of 
union  are  called  sutures  (from  the  Latin  word  for  sewing),  because 
they  resemble  seams.  If  a  workman  were  to  inspect  the  joiningof 
two  of  the  bones  of  the  cranium,  he  would  admire  the  minute  dove- 
tailing by  which  one  portion  of  the  bone  is  inserted  into,  and  sur- 
rounded by,  the  other,  whilst  that  other  pushes  its  processes  or 
juttings  out  between  those  of  the  first  in  the  same  manner,  and  the 
fibres  of  the  two  bones  are  thus  interlaced,  as  you  might  interlace 
your  fingers.  But  when  you  look  to  the  internal  surfoce,  you  see 
nothiug  of  this  kind ;  the  bones  are  here  laid  simply  in  contact, 
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and  tkis  Itne  by  ARatomitis  is  called hafmonia^ox  harmony :  archi- 
tects use  the  same  term  to  imply  the  joiafti^  by  masoory.  Whilst 
the  anatomists  are  thus  curious  in  names,  it  is  provoking  to  find 
therm  negligent  of  thingtcmereiiiteiiesting.  'Having  overlooked  the 
reason  of  the  difference  in  the  tables  of  bdne,  they  are  conse- 
quently blind  to  the  purpose  of  this  difference  of  the  outward  and 
inward  part  of  a  suture. 

'^  Suppose  a  carpenter- cmpli^f»d I  «ip([uithi»  owiii  material,  he 
would  join  a  box  with  minuted  and  >itigruklr  lodeittiiMis  by  dovetail-* 
in^,  because  he  knows  the  material  *  on  which  jhe^/worics,  from  its 
softness  and  toughness,  admits  of  such  adjustment  of  its  edges* 
The  processes  of  the  bone  shoot  into  the  opposite  eavitywith  an 
exact  resemblance  to'the  foxtail  wedge  of -the  carpenter*— a  kind>of 
tenon  and  m6rtice  when  the  pieee^  are' small. 

"But  if  a  workman '  in  glass  or  marble  were  to  inclose  some 
precious  thing,  he  would  smooth  the  surfaces  and  unite  them  by 
cement,  because,  even  if  he  could  sncceed  in  indenting  the  line  of 
union,  he  knows  that  his  material  "would  chip  off  on  the  slightest 
vibration. 

"  The  edges  of  the  marble  cylinders  which  form  a  colnmn  are^ 
for  the  same  reason,  not  permitted  to  come  in  contact ;  thin  plates 
of  lead  are  interposed  to  prevent  the  ^dges,  technically  termed 
arrises,  from  chipping  off  or  splitting. 

**  Now  apply  tnis  principle  to  the  skull.  The  outer  softer  tough 
table,  which  is  like  wood,  is  indented  and  dovetailed  ;  the  inner 
glassy  table  has  its  edges  simply  laid  in  contact.  It  is  mortifying 
to  see  a  course  of  bad  reasoning  obscure  this  beautiful  subject* 
They  say  that  the  bone  growing  from  its  centre,  and  diverging, 
shoots  its  fibres  betwixt  those  which  come  ipian  opposite  direction; 
thus  making  one  of  the  most  curious  provisions  of  nature  a. thing 
of  accident.  Is  it  not  enoogh  to  a^  snoh  reasoners^  why  thora  is 
not  a  suture  on  the  inside  as  well  as  on  the  outi 

"  The  junction  of  the  bones  of  the  head  generistUy  being  thus 
exact,  and  like  the  most  finished  piece  of  cabinet  work,  let  us  next 
inquire,  whether  there  be  design  or  contrivance  shown  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  each  bone  is  placed  upon  another.''     (P.  3.) 

The  mechanism  of  the  spine,  of  the  chest,  of  the  boneaand 
joints,  of  the  tendons,  and  of  the  muscles,  is  discussed  in 
the  same  interesting  manner,  and  the  subject  illustrated  by 
numerous  excellent  cuts. 
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PHYSIGLOOY. 

Ma.  Rumball  m  the  Focus  tif  VMmi—t  affirm  thftt  «  the  images  of  ob- 
jects are  Hof  inverted  upon  ihe  retina,  bat  that  every  image  is  painted  there 
in  a  point  ;*  in  other  words,  ***  thefoau  qf  theeyeU  upon,  and  not  anterior  to^ 
iketetfMi** 

Ejtp.  1.— Dissect  off  the  coats  of  the  eye  at  the  posterior  extremity  of  its 
axis.  Hold  it  up  between  the  finger  and  thomb,and  the  vitreous  humor  will 
protrude.  Look  through  the  eye,  and  pass  a  probe  or  other  ol^ect  backwards 
and  forwards  before  the  pupil.  It$  apparent  motim  will  be  the  reverse  of  its 
real  one. 

Exp.2.^-Cut  away  the  protruding  vitreous  humor.  Now  pass  a  probe  up 
and  down  before  the  pupil ;  and,  upon  looking  through  the  eye,  the  probe's 
real  and  apparent  motion  will  be  the  same. 

In  the  first  experiment,  the  axis  of  the  eye  is  slightly  elongated ;  and,  as 
the  image  of  the  probe  is  inverted,  we  have  sufficient  proof  that  the  rays  of 
flight  proceeding  from  It  must  have  crossed  each  other,  before  their  exit  from 
the  eye.     The/oeus  is  ther^ore  within  the  axis. 

In  the  second  experiment,  the  axis  is  shorteneid,  and  the  real  and  apparent 
position  of  the  object  being  the  same,  demonstrates  that  the  rays  have  not 
crossed ;  consequently  the  focus  of  the  eye  is  now  without,  or  posterior  to  it. 
But,  as  the  retina  is  situate  between  the  point  where  the  first  experiment 
proves  the  rays  to  have  crossed,  and  the  point  which  the  second  experiment 
determines  to  be  anterior  to  their  crossing;  and,  as  their  extreme  points 
approximate  closely  to  each  other,  as  in  the  first  cas^the  focus  is  within,  and 
in  the  second  without,  the  axis,  and  as  the  retina  is  situate  between  them,  I 
consider  my  proposition  established,  via.  "  that  the  focus  of  the  eye  isvpon  the 
retina,**    (Philoeopkical  Magazine.) 


Eocperments  on  the  Functions^  the  £ar.— The  following  details  are  taken 
from  a  communication,  by  Mr.  Whbatstonb,  to  the  Joomal  of  Science. 

$  1.  If  the  hand  be  placed  so  as  to  cover  the  ear,  or  if  the  eutrance  of  the 
meatus  audUorius  be  closed  by  the  finger  witho&t  prcafltoie,  tkt  p«rceptioD  of 
extmial  soonds*  wiU  he  considerably  diminished,  bai  the  soonds  of  the  voice 
produced  int^nally  wiU  be  greaUy  augmented :  the  prooanciation  of  those 
vowels  in  which  the  cavity  of  the  month  is  most  closed,  as  e,  «,m,  &c.  prodnce 
the  strongest  effect:  on  articnlating  smartly  the  syllables  te  and  kem,  the 
sound  will  be  perfectly  loud* 

Placing  the  condocting  stem  of  a  sounding  toaing-ferk*  on  «Dy  part  of  the 

*  The  tnnlng.fork  consists  of  a  foar^dod  metallic  rod,  bent  so  as  to  form 
two  eaoal  and  parallel  branches,  4iaving  a  stem  connected  with  the  k^met 
curved  part  of  the  rod,  and  contained  within  the  pkneof  thetwo  branches.  The 
branches  are  caused  to  vibrate  by  striking  one  end  against  a  hard  body,  whilst 
ttie  stem  is  held  in  the  haad.    The  sound  produced  by  thb  instrament,  when 
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bead,  when  the  ears  are  closed,  i^p  (li^ve  d^cfil^ed^ajiiDilar  aiigkiieiitation  of 
aonnd  will  be  observed.  Wheb'^orie  elir  ifeiindiitf  open,  the  toimd  will  always 
be  referred  to  the  closed  ear ;  btit,  wben  both  ears  are  c\osed»  the  sound  will 
appear  looder  in  that  ear  the  nearer  to  wbic^  it  is  prodnced*  If,  therefore, 
the  tuning-fork,  be  applied  kbtnre  thetAmporal  bflitte  near' either  ear,  it  will  be 
apparently  heard  by  that  ear  to  which  it  is  adjacent ;  bat,  on  removing  the 
liand  from  this  ear,  (although  the  Ibrh  reaailis  in  the  same  situation,)  the 
sound  will  appear  tob^  leferted  immediately  to  the  oppesUe  ear« 

In  the  case  of  the  vocal  articulations,  the  augmentation  is  accompanied  by  » 
ree/dy  sound,  occasioned  by  the  strong  agitations  of  the  tympanum*  Wbeoi 
the  air  in  the  meatus  is  compressed  against  this  membrane  by  pressing  the 
hand  close  to  the  ear,  or  when  the  eustaichian  tube  i&evhaosted  by  the  means 
indicated  by  Dr»  Wollaston,  the .  reedy  sound  is  no  longer  heard|.a«d  the 
augmentation  is  considerably  diminished.  The  ringing  noise  whicli  simuUa^ 
neons  accompanies  a  very  intense  spnnd,  proceeds  from  tlieaaine  cause,  and 
inay  be  prevented  by  the  same  means.  This,  ringing  may  be  produced  by  ap- 
plying the  stem  of  a  sennding  tuning-fork  to  the  liand  when  covering  the. ear, 
or  by  whistling  when  a  hearing- trumpet  is  placed  to  the  ear*-  As  a  proof 
that  the  resulting  augmentation,  which,  when  great,  excites  the  vibrations 
of  the  tympanum,  is  owing  to  the  rec^>rocaitioD  of  the  vitbrations  by  the  air 
contained  within  the  closed  cavity,  it  may  be  meptioned  that,vwhen  the  ne- 
trance  of  the  meatus  is  closed  by  a  fibrous  substance,  as  wool,  Sic  no  in- 
crease is  obtained. 

If  the  meatus  and  the  concha  ^f  one  ear  be  filled  with  water,  the  soonds 
above  mentioned  will  be  referred  to  the  cavity  containing  the  water,,  ip  the 
Kame  way  as  when  it  contained  air,  and  was  closed  by  the  hand :  it  will  be  .in- 
different whether  any  partition  be  interposed  between  the  cavity  and  the 
external  air,  as  the  water  is  equally  well  insulated  by  a  surface  of  air  as  by  a 
solid  body. 

§  3.  The  preceding  experiments  have  shown  that  sounds  immediately  com- 
•mUnicated  to  the  closed  meatus  extemns  are  very  greatly  augmented ;  and  it 
is  an  obvious  inference,  that  if  external  sounds  can  be  communicated  so  as  to 
act  on  the  cavity  in  a  similar  manner,  they  most  receive  a  corresponding,  aug- 
nsentation.  The  great  intensity  with  which  sound  is  transmitted  by  solid 
rods,  at  the  same  time  that  its  diffusion  is  prevented,  affords  a  ready  means  of 
fijSecating  this'  pni^ose,  and  of  constructing  an  iBstmment,  which,  from  its 
rendering  andlMe.  the  weakest  sounds,  may  with  propriety  be  named  a 
IMidropboiie*  -     ■ 

Procure  Iwe  flat  pieces  of  plated  metal,  each  sofiSciently  large  to  cover  the 
external  ear,  to  the  fonn  also  of  which  they  may  be  adapted ;  on  the  outside 
of  each  plate^  directly  opposite  the  meatus,  rivet  a  rod  of-  iton  or  brass  wire, 
Bboat  siKteen  inolies  in  length,  and  one^cighth  of  an  ineh  in  diameter,  and 
IMMi  the  two  rods  together  at  tlieir  unfixed  extremities,  so^  as  to  meet  in  a- 
single  point.  The  rods  must  be  so  curved,  that,  when  the  plates  are  applied 
taHie'eafs,  eaeh rod migr 41; #ae:e|ulbe>j^rpeMdieiilaTly inserted iiito.'itscor- 

insulated^  »  very  weak,  and  can  ohijhbe  dbtinetjy  beard  when- its  Imtfidhes 
are  biwight  close  to  the  ear ;  but  instantly  its  stem  is  connected  with  any  sur- 
face capable  of  vibrating,  a  great  aagssentation  .of  sound  ensues  from  the  com- 
menioated  viiMntions*  The  facility  of  its  insulation  and  cotmnunieatioii 
renders  it  a  very  convenient  instrument  for  a  variety  of  acoustical  experi- 
ments. 
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tetpoMJag  pkitm,  wad  atitbe  •tii^r  tad  jn»y  meet  befiKttJibfiJieailitt  th«  plwe' 
of  the  mesial  imm*  The  spring  •f  the  rods  will  be  sofficient  to.  fix  tbe  plates 
to  the  eats,  bat  far  greater  secaii^* ribands  may  ba  attached. to  eaqhirod  near 
itatesettioD  In  the  plate^  and  be  Jtiad foefaiad  the  head. 

A  Bsove  simple  Instmmeat  amy:  be  coastmcted  ta  be  Applied  lo  one  ear 
oi%,  by  iasertiaip  a  straight  red.  perpendicalacly  .into  a  similar  plate  to  those 
d«Kribed  above.  . 

The  Micropboaa  ia  calcolated  only  for.heariait  sonada  when  it  is.  in  imme- 
diate contact  ifith  -sonoroas  badies :  when  .they  are  diffnsed  by  their,  transmis- 
sion through  the  air,  tliis  instniment  will  not  afford,  the  jligbtest  assistance. 

It  is  m>t  my  inteation  io  this  place  to  detailall  ^hevarioua  experiments  which 
any  be  made  with  this  iastroment ;  a  few  will  saffice  to  enable  the .  experi- 
mantes  tovary  them  at  his  pleasare. 

1.  If  a  bell  bo  mag  io  a.  vessel  of  water,  and.  the  point  of  the  microphone  be 
placed  in  the  water  at  different  distances  from  the  bell,  the  differences  of  i». 
tensity  wiU  bo  very  sensible.  S.  If  the  poiat  of  the  microphone  be  applied  to 
the  sides  of.a  vessel  coataiainga  boiling  iiiEiaidy  or  if  it  be  placed  in  the  licpiid  it- 
self»  the  various  sonads  whichaierendsrcd^  may  be  heard  very  distiacUy.  3.  The 
iastaaannt  aflbrds  a  means  of  ascertaining,  with  considerable  accuracy,  the 
paints  of  asonorons  body  at  which,  tlpe  iuteosity  of  vibration  Is  the  greatest 
or  least :  tbas,  placing  its  point  on  different  parts  of  the  sounding-board  of  a 
violin  or  gaitar^  whilst  one  of  iti  strings  is  in  vibration^  the  points  of  greatest 
and  least  vibration  are  easily  distinguished.  4.  If  the  stem  of  a  sooading 
taoia^fotk  be  broaght  in  contact  with  any  part  of  the  microphone,  and  at 
the  same  tiaM  a  musical -soaad  be>prodnced  by  the  voice,  the  most  uninitiated 
ear  wiU  be  able  la  perceive  the  consonance  or  dissonance  of  the  two  sounds; 
the  longhnem  of  dLsaords,  and  tb^  beatings  of  imperiect  consonances,  are 
thereby  rendered  so  extremely  disagreeable,  apd  form  so  evident  a  contrast 
to  the  agreca1>le  harmony  and  smoothness  of  two  perfectly  consonant  sounds, 
that  it  is  impossible  that  they  can  be  confoonded. 

§  Si  Apply  tho  broad  sides  of  two  sounding  taniag^tbrks,  both  being  uni- 
sons, to  the  same  ear ;  on  romoving  one  ibrk  to  the  opposite  ear,  allowing 
the  other  to  remain,  theseosatiottwitt  be  considerably  augmented. 

It  is  well  known,,  that  when  two  consonaat  sonnds  are  beard  together^  a 
third  soaud  results  from  the  eoinoideDcas  of  their  vibiationB;  and  that  this 
third  sonnd,  which  is  called  the  grave  harmoaic,  is  always  equal  to  aaiQr, 
whea  the  two  primidvatsoaads  aaeseppesented  by  the  lowest  intasnil^nombers. 
This  being  premised,  select  two  tuning-forks,  the  sonnds  of  which  differ  by 
aay  coasonant  iaterval  exeapting  the  octavo ;  place  the  broad  sides  of  their 
branahes,  while  in  vibratiaa,^ose:ta  one  ear,  in^snch  a  manner  that  they  shall 
neariy  teach  at  the  acousitc  axis,  the  lasalting  grave  baraiaaic  will  thea  be 
strong^  andible,  combiaad' with  the  two  other  sounds;  place  aHarwards oae 
Ibrk  toene«ar,  aad.  the  eoasoaaaaa  will  be  heard  maah  liehar  ia  aohNNe, 
but  aa-aadible  indieatioaa  whatever  of  the  third  soaad  will  be  perceiYod. 

f  4,  'Very  acute  sanads^saeh  as the«liispingof  the gryllns  aamnastos^^c^* 
are  rendered  inaudible  by  exhausting  the  air  from  the  eustachian  tube,  and 
theaaby  prodaeiag  a  Imsiaa  of  the  meiyj^rfu^  of  ll^e  ty^spai^w;  the  difl^ 
tent  thtcknesaes  or  tensiens  of  this  oMmbraae  may  tha^aCore  ocqasipi)  tJt^t 
diversity  of  the  limits  of  audtbittty,  with  regard  to  theiacnte  sounds  jw^^  J}r. 
Woilaston  has  pointed  out  as  existing  io  xl^erent  individuals  $  if  so,  it  woald 
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be^^slniMe  to  ascertain  this  limit  in  individnals  in  whom  the  tympanvm  is 
perforated  or  destroyed. 

$  5.  When  the  anrieala  is  brought  forward,  all  a<mte  soands  are  ren- 
dered much  more  intenf^e,  bnt  no  sensible  difference  is  perceived  with  regard 
to  the  grave  sounds.  The  higher  tones  of  glass  staccados,  or  of  an  octave  flute, 
the  ticking  of  a  watch,  all  kinds  of  sibilant  sounds,  &c.  are  thns  greatly 'aag- 
mented :  the  experiment  is  easily  tried,  by  whistling  very  shrill  notes.  A 
still  greater  augmentation  of  the  acute  sounds  is  obtained,  by  placing  the 
hands  formed  into  a  concave  behind  the  ears,  and  by  bending  downwards  the 
npper  part  of  the  auricula,  so  as  to  obtain  a  more  complete  cavity. 

§6,1  will  conclude  with  the  following  observation:— I  had,  in  consequence 
of  a  cold,  a  very  slight  pain  in  my  left  ear  j  on  sounding  the  regular  notes  of 
the  piano^forte,  C^  and  C+ were  much  louder  than  the  others,  and  the  loudness 
was  much  increased  by  placing  the  hand  in  the  manner  above  described  to  the 
left  ear.  When  it  was  pressed  close,  or  when  the  eustachian  tube  was  closed, 
the  intensities  of  all  the  notes  were  equalised.  I  attribute  this  affection  to 
the  diminished  tension  of  the  membrana  tympani,  which  was  again  increased 
by  the  operation  described. 

Faseination  qf  Snakes,-^!  have  (says  Mr.  Nash)  often  heard  stories  about 
tiie  power  that  snakes  have  to  charm  birds  and  animals,  wluch,  to  say  the 
least,  I  always  treated  with  the  coldness  of  scepticism ;  nor  could  I  believe 
them  until  convinced  by  ocular  demonstration.  A  case  occhrred  in  Williams- 
burgh  (Mass.),  one  mile  sooth  of  the  honse  of  public  worship,  by  the  way 
side,  in  July  last.  As  I  was  walking  in  the  road  at  noon- day,  my  attention 
was  drawn  to  the  fence  by  the  fluttering  and  hopping  of  a  robin  red-breast, 
and  of  a  cat-bird,  which  upon  my  approach  flew  up,  and  perched  on  a  sapling 
two  or  three  rods  distant;  at  this  instant  a  large  black  snake  reared  his  head 
from  the  ground  near  the  fence.  I  immediately  stepped  baci:  a  littfe,  and  sat 
down  upon  an  eminence,  llie  snake  in  a  few  moments  slunk  again  to  the 
earth,  with  a  calm  placid  appearance,  and  the  birds  soon  after  returned,  and 
lighted  upoh  the  ground  near  tfic  snaUc;  first  stretctiing  their  wings  upofi  the 
ground,  and  spreading  their  tails,  they  commenced  fluttering  round  the 
snake,  drawing  nearer  at  almost  every  step,  until  they  stepped  *near  or  across 
the  snake,  which  would  often  moVe  a  little  or  throw  liimself  into  a  different 
posture,  apparently  to  seize  his  prey ;  which  movements,  t  noticed,  seemed 
to  frighten  the  birds,  and  they  would  veer  off  a  few  feet,  but  retnrn  again  as 
soon  as  the  snake  wras  motionless.  All  that  was  wanting  for  the  snake  to 
secure  his  victims  seemed  to  be,  that  the  birds  should  pass  near  his  head, 
which  they  would  probably  have  soon  done,  but  at  this  moment  a  waggon 
drove  op,  and  stopped.  This  frightened  the  snake,  and  it  crawled  acrbss  the 
Tenee  into  the  grass :  notwithstanding,  the  birds  flew'over  the  fence  into  the 
grass  also,  and  appeared  to  be  bewitched  to  flutter  around  their  charmer,  and 
it  was  not  nntii  an  attempt  was  made  to  kill  the  snake,  that  the  birds  would 
avail  themselves  of  their  wings,  and  fly  to  a  foredt  one  hundred  rods  distant. 

The^  movements  of  the  birds  while  around  the  snake  seemed  to' be  volun- 
tary, and  without  the  least  constraint ;  nor  did  they  utter  any  distressing  cries, 
or  appear  enraged,  as  I  often  have  seen  them  when  squirrels,  hawks,  and 
mischievous  boys  attempted  to  rob  their  nests,  or  to  catch  their  young  ones, 
bnt  they  seemed  to  be  drawn  by  some  allurement  or  enticement,  and  not  by 
anyconstraining  or  provoking  power:  indeed,  I  thoroughly  searched  all  the 
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ftoces  and  trees  in  the  vicinity  to  find  some  nest  or  young  birdS|  but  could 
find  none. 

What  this  fascinating  power  is,  whether  it  be  the  look»  or  efflnvinin,  or  the 
singing  by  the  vibrations  of  the  tail  of  the  snalce,  or  any  thing  else,  I  will  not 
attempt  to  determine ;  possibly  this  power  may  be  owing  to  difierent  causes  in 
different  kinds  of  snakes.  But  so  far  as  the  black  snake  is  concerned,  it  seems 
to  be  nothing  more  than  an  enticement  or  allurement  with  which  the  snake  is 
endowed  to  procure  his  food. 

The  Editor  adds  :—In  the  month  of  June,  1823,  in  company  with  a  friend, 
I  joit  crossed  the  Hudson  riyer,  from  the  town  of  Catskill,  and  was  proceeding 
in  a  carriage,  by  the  river,  along  the,  road,  which  is  here  very  narrow*  with  the 
water  on  one  side  and  a  steep  bank  covered  with  bushes  on  the  other.  Our 
attention  was  in  this  place  arrested  by  a  number  of  small  birds,  of  different 
species  flying  across  the  road  and  then  back  again,  and  turning  and  wheeling  in 
manifold  gyrations,  and  with  much  chirping,  yet  making  no  progress  from  the 
particular  place  over  which  they  fluttered.  We  were  not  left  long  in  doubt, 
when  we  observed  a  black  snake  of  considerable  size,  partly  coiled  and  partly 
erect  from  the  ground,  with  the  appearance  of  great  animation,  his  eyes  bril- 
liant, and  his  tongue  rapidly  and  incessantly  brandished.  This  reptile,  we  per- 
ceived to  be  the  cause  and  the  centre  of  the  wild  motions  of  the  birds,  which 
ceased  as  soon  ^s  the  snake,  alarmed  by  the  approach  of  the  carriage,  retired 
into  the  buiihes;  the  birds,  however,  alighted  upon  the  neighbouring  branches, 
probably  awaiting  the  re-appearance  of  their  tormentor  and  enemy.  Our  en- 
gagements did  not  permit  us  to  wait  to  see  the  issue  of  this  affair,  which  seems 
to  have  been  similar  to  that  observed  by  Mr.  Nash.— Silliman's  Journal, 


B9C9€miwKt$oii  Tendom*, — ^It  will  be  recollected  that  some  time  since  we  men- 
tioned  a  d^e  of  rupture  of  the  tendo-achilles,  successfully  treated  by  Dr. 
Homer  with  a  setoii ;  this  case,  although  sufficient  to  attest  its  efficacy,  re- 
qoired  farther  testimony  to  establish  its  application  to  even  analogous  cases 
with  perfect  coii^deocej  with  this  view  Dr.  F.  made  the  following  experi- 
ment on  a  dog. 

July  itlst,  1£S6. — A  small  puncture  was  made  through  the  integuments,  and 
the  posterior  third  of  the  tendo^chilles  divided  an  inch  and  a  quarter  above 
its  insertiook  The  dog  was  permitted  to  run  loose,  and  in  a  few  hours  the 
who^e  of  the  tei)don  was  found  completely  divided,  and  the  ends  lo^se  imd  se- 
parated to  a  considerable  distance. 

No  attention  was  paid  to  the  dog  until  August  94th;  the  inflammation  bad 
completely  subsided,  the  ends  of  the  divided  tendon  were  separated  some  dis< 
taBC.e*  Friction  was  employed  to  induce  mflammaiion,  and  by  means  of  ban- 
dage and  splint,  a  proper  position  of  the  parts  was  maintained  for  sixteen  days, 
when,  no  benefit  resulting,  tlie  dog  was  again  liberated.  October  2 1st.— No 
difference  in  the  situation  of  the  parts,  a  needle,  armed  witli  a  small  silk  riband 
was  passed  between  the  retracted  ends. of  the  tendon,  and  th^  anim^set  at 
liberty.  23d. — Considerable  inflammation  iodoced  by  the  seton,  dressing^  ap- 
plied to  keep  the  ends  of  the  tendon  as  nearly  as  possible  in  a  proper  position^ 
and  the  dog  at  rest ;  suppuration  freely  established  at  the  end  of  twelve 
days,  when  the  seton,  bandages,  &c.  were  removed.  November  21st-- « 
Cure  perfect ;  the  dog  uses  each  leg  with  equal  facility.  The  tendon  nni- 
fbrmly  eokirged,  from  the  muscle  to  the  os  calcis*   The  dog  was  now  lulled. 
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andy  OB  difljsectiony  the  tendon,  which  was  re-nnited,  was  found  to  extend 
<<  nniformly  from  its  origin  to  its  insertion,  no  enlargements  or  depressions 
being  perceptible,  where  the  ends  of  the  ofd  t^don  ^ere  united  to  tBe^nds 
of  the  newly-formed  snbstance.  The  whole  cord  was  rounder,  and  hai^eir, 
than  its  fellow ;  not  so  Qexibte,  and  not  posM^sing  that  bemtifnl  peafly  Us€t« 
so  consptcttoos  in  a  healthy  tendon.** 

tn  order  to  iflnstriite  the  condition  of  parts,  jAt  thtt  tfniis  theUcfton  %as  tm- 
ployed,  the  tendo-achilles  of  another  dog  was  partially  divided  \  the  feAdbn 
was  then  ruptured,  as  in  the  preceding  ca«e.  At  the  ifend  Of  a  motith/tbe  dog 
waH  killed,  and  dissection  presented  no  tracel»  of.  inflammatioh.  **  Thfe  i^ 
sorbents  had  rounded  the  endft  of  the  tendon,  whic^h  Were  iseparjit^  two 
inches  from  each  otiier.  l^o  evMences  were  here  given  Of  that  slow  proceta 
instituted  by  nature,  of  which  some  authors  liav^  spoken.**  The  result  Of 
these  experiments  we  consider  perfectly  conclusive,  in  support  df  the  tttiKfy 
of  the  seton. 

Some  experiments  were  next  instituted,  tirith  a  vie^  of  testn^  the  vidtre  tff 
tlie  ancient  practice  in  cases  Of  ruptored  tendons,  by  sewing  their  ends  toge- 
ther. In  one  instance,  the  tendon  tore  itself  from  the  ligature,  which  remalti* 
ing  In  the  wound,  acted  as  a  seton ;  in  another,  by  the  ligature,  the  ends  bf 
the  tendon  were  retained  nearly  in  contact,  and  direct nnion  took  phkce.  In 
some  instances  before  dissection,  the  limb  was  injected  with  fine  size,  In  order 
to  display  the  vascularity  of  the  newly-formed  parts. 

The  process  by  which  re>nnion  is  produced  is  worthy  of  attentioil.  '^''T^e 
sheathe  of  the  tendon  and  the  cellular  substance  in  the  Vicinity  assilfaie  the 
inflammatory  action  with  much  more  facility  than  fiie  tendon  itself.  They 
tiierefore  arrive  at  a  height  of  action  adequate  to  the  efilision  of  lymph  sooti^ 
than  the  extremities  of  the  tendon,  and  consequently  furnish  the  firs^  bohd  of 
union.'  Into  this  lymph  veisels  shoot  fVom  all  the  sldjacedt  parts  capable  of 
tfording  Yhem,  and  ft  soon  becomes  an  organised  mass.  The  ends  of  l)ke 
l€fndOn  are  SO  slow  in  devetophig' their  vessel*,  th«t  lliejr  ere  not  able  tofuniish 
tlveii*  qnotn  to  the coagtilated  lymph,  imd  are  thett^re  not  permittedto  c6n- 
iiecttheynsetvesivfththenewly-fotined  tobstance^  The  ends  «/f  the  tendon 
wete  ibnttd,ia  sevetal  of  the  experiments,  loose,  thangfed  in  (AHour,  and  sttr- 
Tounded  by  a  dark  sani«ttS  fluid,  while  the  newly-ibrmed  medittita  of  cfHm«c- 
tion  "vhA  afttached  a  short  distance  fl-dm  ttteend  to  the  tendon  laterafly.  If  the 
envelopes  of  an  itrterj^  be  too  much 'di«tort>ed,  and  the  vasa  va^orum  iiyfired, 
the  artery  die*,  to  %hef«  they  ai^  furnished  in  snffldent  *qnstttities  ibr  its 
liealtti;  ^  the  sSMie  wky,  If  the  Aeath^  Of  the  tendott  ibmisfaing  the  vessels 
essentia]  to  Its  vitality  be  disturbied  by  ruptmv,  or  other  means.  It  must  die. 
In  process  of  time,  these  dcM  ends  of  the  tendon,  sanions  blood,  &e.  ate  re- 
moved by  the  absorbents,  and  the  whole  cord  becomes  a  cohtitiuons  line,  of 
nearly  the  same  diameter  from  tiielnttscleS  to  its  hii^ertion.  The  prInMty  in- 
flammatito  seldom  or  never  ^rpasses  the  adhesive  point,  unless  th^  nefghbbor> 
ing  parts  are  also  much  injured.  From  a  want  of  vascularity  in  flie  parts  fn  a 
natural  state,  we  hate  here  4i  loni^  grade  of  inflanimatitm,tlot  to' be  restrained  by 
purging,  rest,  low  diet,  Stc.  9h  recomhi^nded  by  moU  antfiors,  but  "^hich 're- 
quires the  oppb^to  conrtfe  of  trentmtent."*— Pftt/ad(?2ipM'cl  JfmniaL 
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PATHOLOGY. 
CoMf  of  false  CoMecutive  Aneurism  qf  the  Hearty  and  true  Aneurism  of  the 
Arteries,  By  G.  Brescuet,  m.d.,&c.  &c. — Repertoire  d* Anatomies  tome  », 
No,  II,  1827.— False  consecotive  aoetirnm  of  the  heart  is  a  dUease  much  les» 
known  than  other  maUdies  to  which  that  organ  » liable.  Jn  -the  general  de- 
scription of  the  d^eases  of  the  circqlating  qy^.tem,  it  is  remarkable  that  .this 
species  of  aneurism  of  the  heart  has  been  considered  nev«r  t^  occnr.  Authors 
hsLye  confined  themselves  to  the  history  of  cases  in  which  |here  existed  a  dila- 
tation of  the  ventricles  or  auricles,  with  either  an  increase  or  diminution  of  the 
parietes ;  but  aneurisms  of^  the  heart,  accompanied  by  rapture,  have  not  been 
mentioned.  The  reverse  is  the  fact  with  respect  to  the  arteries.  Most  pa- 
thologists  have  disputed  the  simple  dilatation  of  these  vessels  without,  rapture 
of  one  or  more  of  their  coats ,  and  have  not  been  inclined  to  admit  the  exist- 
ence, of  tnie  aneurbm  from  arterial  dilatation.  The  object  of  M. ,  Bf  escbet's 
memoir  b  to  prove^by  cases,  the  exbtence  of  both  these  varieties  of  aneurism. 
A  plfite  is  given  of  the  appearances  detected  on  dissection  in  the  heart  of  tfa& 
celebrated  Talma.  At  the  apex  of  the  heart  was  found  a  considerable  en- 
largement,  which  was  lined  by  the  pericardium.  The  left  ventricle  was  di- 
lated :  its  parieties  had  suffered  no  perceptible  alteration.  The  cavity  of  the 
ventricle  was  sufficiently  enlarged  to  admit  a  hen's  egg  of  an  ordinary  size* 
At  the  inferior  part  of  the  ventricle  there  was  a  communication,  with  a  round 
pouch,  by  means  of  an  opening  about  an  inch  in  diametet. .  This  commonica- 
tion  between  the  ventrical  and  anenrismal  pouch  was  established  by  means  of 
a  thick  cartilaginous  band  (virole,)  This  band  gradually  became  thinner,  and 
terminated  in  a  membrane  which  mingled  with  the  laminae  of  the  pericardium^ 
and  constituted  the  anenrismal  pouch.  It  was  ascertained  upon  a  further  ex- 
amination that  the  internal  membrane  of  the  heart  was  ruptured.  In  fact, 
false  consecutive  aneurism  of  the  heart  existed.  In  the  ten  cases  iotrodnced 
into  this  memoir,  there  is  one  part  wh^ch  merits  attention.  Most  of  the  aneu- 
risms were  found  at  the  upper  part  of  the  left  ventricle,  M.  Breschet  be- 
lieves that  no  such  appearance  has  ever  been  detected  in  the  right  ventricle ; 
and  he  infers,  therefore,  that  the  disease  depends  upon  a  purely  mechanical 
cause.  The  upper  part  of  the  left  ventricle  has  to  maintain  the  powerful  con- 
tractile efforts  of  the  heart,  and  is  much  more  likely  to  yield  than  the  right, 
which,  equal  in  strength,  has  much  less  violent  ^action  to  support.  The  diffi- 
culty of  determining  the  manner  in  which  the  disease  is  originally  formed  is 
acknowledged.  The  progress  of  false  consecutive  aneurism  of  the  heart  is 
BOW  and  gradual.  It  would  appear  that,  in  some  cases,  many  years  haie 
elapsed  between  the  commencement  and  perfect  formation  of  the  disease. 
The  above  is  but  a  brief  abstract  of  M.  Breschet's  paper,  from  which  the  fol- 
lowing general  conclusions  may  be  deduced : — 

1.  That  false  consecutive  aneurism  of  the  heart  is  generally  situated  io  the 
left  ventricle. 

2.  That  the  apex  of  the  heart  is  the  most  ordinary  seat  of  the  disease. 

3.  That  this  affection  is  certainly  an  anenrismal  tumor. 

4.  That  this  aneurism,  from  the  mode  of  its  formation,  the  state  of  its  pa- 
rieties, and  the  contents  of  the  cyst,  closely  resembles  false  consecutive  aneu- 
rism of  the  arteries  in  the  sense  given  by  Scarpa  to  the  term  aneurism. 

5.  That  tlie  heart  may  be  affected  with  the  same  disease  as  tliat  with  which 
the  arteries  are  most  commonly  attacked,  and  that  thus  there  is  established 
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lietween  the  diseases  of  the  heart  and  arteries  an  analogy,  which  might  be 
anticipated  from  the  anatomy  of  their  structorei  their  original  fomiation,  and 
subsequent  development. 


£rjf9t/w2a#.— Dr.  De  Leon  gives  an  account  of  an  epidemic  that  prevailed 
daring  the  early  part  of  1826,  in  Kingston,  Jamaica,  West  Indies.  Early  in 
December,  1825,  aifd  through  the  foIIov?ing  month,  several  distinct  cases  of 
erysipelas  presented  themselves,  and  about  the  middle  of  May,  1826,  distinct 
inflammati  on  of  the  cellular  membrane  appeared  in  one  or  two  persons,  while 
in  by  far  tbe  majority,  erysipelas  md  inflammation  of  the  cellnUir  membrane 
occurred  simultaneously.  After  a  short  time  many  persons  were  affected 
with  cough,  and  Dr.  De  L.  expresses  his  belief  that  what  appeared  influenza, 
was  a  modified  form  of  the  erysipelatous  epidemic,  from  the  fact  that  many 
thus  affected  at  length  became  the  subjects  of  erysipelas,  io  one  or  other  of  its 
multiform  appearances.  In  some  cases  the  attack  was  sudden,  **  one  victim 
to  the  disease  was  awakened  out  of  her  sleep  with  severe  shivering,  to  which  in 
less  than  an  hour  succeeded  all  the  symptoms  of  the  disease  in  a  highly-aggra- 
vated  degree ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  three  days  she  was  a  corpse.*'  In  the 
majority  of  cases,  however,  the  disease  was  of  slow  growth  ;  tbe  patient  com- 
plainmg  of  the  usual  precnrsors  of  an  attack  of  fever,  gradually  increasing  in. 
severity,  when  the  throat  became  affected  with  a  sense  of  fulness  and  tickling, 
unaccompanied  with  soreness  or  pain.  <'  On  looking  into  the  tliroat,  the  ap- 
pearances observed  were  singular  and  remarkable,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to 
rei^r  them  to  any  disease  described^  by  nosologists.  A  darkly-coloured 
purplieh  inflammation  commenced  from  the  curtain  of  the  palate,  spread  over 
the  uvula  and  over  the  tonsils,  and  became,  in  some  cases,  fainter  and  fainter 
as  it  descended  over  the  pharynx ;  while  in  others  the  pharynx,  as  far  dowB 
as  conld  be  seen,  was  equally  inflamed  and  purplish.  Sometimes  several  veins 
were  seen  on  the  pharynx  turgid  with  dark  blood.  The  tonsils  were  almost 
always  more  or  less  swollen,  and  in  severe  cases  covered  with  small  ulqers, 
which  were  generally  chai:ged  with  a  whitbb  yellow  excretion,  and  were  of  a 
circular  figure.  Hiey  often  attacked  the  uvula  and  the  pharynx,  while  the 
mucous  membrane  became  puffy  and  purplish."  In  some  instances,  the  pa- 
pillsfe  of  the  tongue  were  swollen  and  raised,  "*so  that  it  appeared  sprinkled 
with  red  acuminated  elevations."  The  external  glands  of  the  neck,  axilla, 
and  groin,  were  frequently  inflamed  and  swollen. 

'*  In  one  case,  the  cellular  texture  about  the  arm  and  back,  and  the  cellular 
texture  and  skin  of  one  of  the  nates,  were  simultaneously  attacked  with  in- 
flammation. Suppuration  took  place  in  the  nates,  and  large  quantities  of 
matter  were  daily  discharged;''  in  another,  the  whole  surface  of  the  abdomen 
was  attacked  with  a  deep-coloured  redness,  which  vanished  on  pressure  and 
gave  no  pain,  it  spread  rapidly  down  the  thighs,  on  which  diffused  tumors 
formed,  **  very  painful,  hard,  massy,  and  dark  red,  and  terminated  in  suppu- 
ration, and  the  discharge  of  a  great  quantity  of  matter,  with  shreds  of  rup- 
tured cellular  membrane."  These  tumors,  also  the  enlarged  glands,  were 
sometimes  dissipated  by  the  immediate  and  repeated  application  of  leeches 
and  hot  linseed- meal  poultices.  The  disease,  when  properly  treated,  vras 
rarely  fatal. 

Treatment, '^\n  cases  characterized  by  high  excitement,  the  saline  draught, 
with  Hq«  ammon.  acet.  and  sp.  aether,  sulph.,  and  purgatives  so  as  te  produce 
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severftl  evaovrtioaB  in  the  tweactpfam  lionn^  were  idvantiq^Qs*  WIkbmi 
abteawmt irfUfcehigh pynwial gjiiy tom  took  fiisceiiliqttor  aniiiinlB,  with 
Balioe  mistnre  and  infoftion  of  ^uastia,  and  solphate  of  i jiiiiiiri,  j^im  wimakt* 
tered.  In  deUHtated  sabjocte  the  two  best  remedies  were  camphor  and  the 
carb.  ammon.  To  attaythe  irritability  of  the  etomachy  tinet.  opii^  with  the 
effervekdng  ttixthre.  Leeches  oter  the  efdgakriom,  ^fvfaen  the  dieeaiift  was 
of  an  ardent  cfaatatfter,  Ibttowed  by  a  blister,  wert  hi|:hly  aervieeable^'aBd, 
when  the  vital tmergies  were  bra  sliAini^  tcooditioni  pnlrl  csmiaiiiomt  comp. 
and  coilfeetio  ai^na^a,  with  fiie  eainpbor  and  inuMnia,  and  spioed  bfaady 
with  the  nonridunent. 

'<  Bleters  over  the  chest  dlmimsfaedthe  Mose  of  coiwIrietBon  and  the  diffi- 
cnlty  of  breathing;,  whti*h  were  som^etunes.  present  in  hysterical  subjects. 
Tnhalation  of  sniphuric  tether,  or  of  the  aromatie  spirits  of  ammonia,  afieviated 
the  anidons  sense  of  snfiocation,  fretyoeutly  the  most  imminently  abuwang 
symptom  by  which  the  patient  was  harassed.  Oatgles  of  the  stimntaiit  asid 
astringent  kind  were  most  nseliil/  The  nicers  within  Teach  were  touched 
with  corrosive  sublimate,  or  with  nitrate  of  mercury  in  solntioh.  Mercaty 
was  only  prescribed  when  the  function  of  the  liver  appeared  to  be  disturbed. 
—Nev  Yark  Medical  andPhytkalJintrtua, 


TB9t  qf  Sound  Lmif  t.---Dn.  Ltohs,  (staff  surgeon,)  in  a  letter  to  the  editots 
of  the  EdMurgh  Mediad  and  SurgictU  Jouriuilf  says  "The  plan  whtoh  I  princi*' 
pally  confide  in  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  tiieintegrity  of  the  lungs  of  iv- 
cmits,  since  the  commencement  of  this  year,  cootinnes  to  answer  ray  most 
sanguine  expectations ;  and,  as  it  appears  to  meet  your  approbation,  as  well 
as  that  of  many  of  my  Edinburgh  medical  friends,  I  beg  that  yon  ■will  obtain 
for  it  a  place  in  the  Medical  Journal,  in  order  that  it  may  beconemore exten- 
sively known. 

Most  officers  placed  in  a  sitnatidkiaihitlarto  m|aetf  will  speediy  teeogmae 
in  it  a  mnch  more  applicable  hssistaiit  in  difttelt  diest  cases  tloui  the  stetiiOB- 
cope ;  for  by  the  simple  process  in  which  thia  plan  consists  th^  can  aseettaiB 
at  once  whether  the  respiratory  organ  labours  und^  any  diminution^  its  ea- 
pacity  by  the  formation  of  vomics,  or  from  the  depositioa  or  infiftratien  of 
tubercular  matter,  coagulable  lymph,  hepatiaation,  or  matter  between  the 
pleura  oostalts  and  puhnonaUs ;  It  likewise  detects  any  morbid  irrftabiltly  ef 
the  bronchial  tubes,  which  give  rise  to  dyspnma.  IK^hen  te  deMfelVom 
phthisis  among  the  troops,  and  the  nmnerous  cases  of  young  and  welMookIng 
phthisical  subjectSyWbo  daily  present  themselves  for  admissfon  into  the  service, 
are  considered,  and  the  difficnltiea  which  the  most  experienced  'mettieul 
officers  often  meet  with  m  ascertaining  preciselythe  atate  of  their  liragt,  it  must 
be  allowed  that  any  plan  which  woold  obviate  tiie  difficulty  wonld  pfove 
highly  uscrfhl  to  the  military  and  naral  service.  Most  of  my  profhtsional 
A'iendB  to  whom  I  have  mentioned  the  plan  ate  cif  opinion,  that,  in  esplorlng 
the  chest  in  the  incipient  states  of  tubercular  phthisis,  and  in  pteurilis  wMh 
effusion^  it  cannot  fail  to  prove  of  great  utility  to  medical  men.  'In  ^elvtler 
of  these  diseases  it  readily  defects  the  progress  of  ahsorpttevi  ofth»  flaili,  Md 
is  not  liable  to  the  objections  which  are  nined  agarose  the  stethoscope,  on  the 
grounds  of  delicacy,  or  exposure  to  the  suriuundhsg  atiwosphere.  iB-nMOiy 
instances  the  diagnoses  formed  from  thb  plan  were  corroborated  f>y  the  ste- 
thoscope, percussion,  or  inmiediate  aufecnltation,  as  weH  as  by  the  «Mif<6SBion 
of  the  individuals,  after  tlieir  hopes  of  entering  ittt  service  were^destroyml. 


Malaria.  555 


The  patkott  «ft^r  M«f-e«in^^  te  c«itna«l  .cMies  of  (liM|««U6e»li(Mi»  is 
d«stred  to  inspire  fnily,  and  daring  the  followiagt  eKfnfftttioB  t»  9»mJt»  fur  as 
he  ean-  ^inrly  and  oodiUgr^  'wkheui  aUowing  kuweif  to-taheaMllMr  iaspiialion. 
The  tMHuber  ef  seoeiidahe  MLonaUed  te  coaliiiae  coBMliiic  ia  the  espintittA  is 
noted  hy  tt  waitch  with  jgecDeod  ha»4:  thi»<iBw,wiiibe  found  to  MMS^^ 
]»ertion  t»  the  htte^ritjs  .of  tiie  Imiga.  In  o«nfinned  phthisi<i  -  the  lime  of  coun- 
ting nevermeedfr  eiiihil,  fre%iMnlii]r^GE#i  under  six  ^orjeven  seconds ;  in  plencitis 
and  prntinponia  iUeMbmkats  fm  noratban  nine,  and IreyienUy fiills  as  \om  as 
six  and  four ;  in  heptatisation  it  ranges,  in  proportion  to  tiie  eetcnt  of  disease> 
Ikoas  eight  totlenrteeiiL  In  a  jonof^  ina%  stsongilaofcing  end  healthgr*- disco- 
vered to  have  dgrepnesa^  with*  sUgbt  tinge  of  lip  and  ear,  and  aisa  in  an  asth- 
antic  patient  dniing  tiw  aheenfie  of.  the  fit,  aUbqngb  a  bealthj^ioekiag  yoong 
nsaa^  it  did  not  ^uuneed  ten*  In  a  pevfect  ieapiratiea*  wi^^  apparently  soand 
longa^  the  indiridoal  ceentB  from,  tpenty-five  to.  thirty  seeonds  during  the  ex- 
pimtion^  Afites  the  most  perfept  inipiratioi^  th^time  of-  conntipg  (huring  the 
expiration  does  not  exceed  thirty-iif  e^ecoada* 

A  very  few  triels  wiU  enahle  the  moat  inexpenenced  penons  to  apply  this 
pkuy  and  to  make  the  necessary  aUewaoces  in  particular  cases* 


PRACTICAL  MEDICINE. 

ilfeloria.— The  following  observations  are  extracte^d  from  the  last  Number 
of  the  Jonrnal  of  Science : — 

It  is  notorioas  that,  in  the  last  autumn,  the  remittent  fevers  in  various  parts 
of  the  country  amounted  to  a  species  of  pestilence,  such  as  has  scarcely  been 
known  in  England  from  this  cause,  or  we  might  almost  indeed  say,  from  any 
other  disease  since  the  days  of  Sydenham.  Wherever  ague  had  ever  existed,  or 
even  been  supposed  possible^  in  tliose  places  was  this  fever  found ;  so  that,  in 
ell  the  well-known  tracts  in  Lincolnshire^  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Kent,  Essex, 
Sussex,  Hampshire^  and  so  forth,  there  w^as  scarcely  a  house  without  one  or 
more  inhabitants  under  fever,  wliile  the  event,  as  might  be  suspected,  was  a 
considerable  mortality.  In  the  parish  of  Marston,  in  Lincolnshire,  for  ex- 
ample, it  amounted  to  twenty -five  in  300  inhabitants ;  in  some  other  places. 
It  reached  one  in  sixteen,  one  in  thirteeo,  one  in  nine.  And  so  extensive  was 
its  range,  that  even  Hastings  did  not  escape  i  while  it  should  be  almost  su- 
perfluous to  say  that  every  other  town  on  the  sea-coast  was  so  much  infected 
by  it»  that  they  who  resorted  to  them  for  bathing  as  usual,  found  themselves 
most  awkwardly  situated,  and  also  suffered  in  considerable  numbers; 

To  come  nearer  home,  £md  to  what  must  interest  us  of  the  metropolis  more, 
the  same  fevers  were  extremely  abundant  in  various  parts  of  the  outskirts  of 
London,  as  alsa  in  the  villages  or.  towns  which  are  connected  with  it,  within 
a  range  of  from  six  to  ten  miles.  Not  to  enumerate  all  these,  this  was  the 
case  throughout  the  range  of  streets  or  houses  which  extends  from  Bucking- 
ham Gate  to  Chelsea;  in  which  long  line  it  is  said  that  almost  every  house  had 
n  patient  or  more  under  th^  fev^t ;  thovigh,  as  the  anthpr  has  truly  observed, 
these  w^re  mistaken  for  ty^huSi  or  at  Igasj^  tliuj»  misnamed..  Thus  it  was  also 
nhout  VauxhfiU  ^i^  lAmheth  i  smd,  to  a.greal  extent  among  all  that  scattered 
mixture  of  towUt^dcomBijtry  wh4ch  follovr«^  from  Whitecbapel,  from  Hishopv 
gat^y  9nd  so  forth^  end  very  particularly  along  Ratcliffe  Highway,  and  so  on, 
to  ^  inde^uitexange.  aloAg  the  river,  not  only  on  thi#  side  but  on  the  oppo- 
site one,  so  as  to  include  Rotherhithey  and  then  proceeding  onward  to  Deptf 
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ford,  Grtenwicli,  WocMthf  Plmostead,  so  as  to  ctijity  .us  be^on<l  the.  boun- 
dary which  we  proposed  to  notice.  i      ■ . 

And,  ia  addition  to  the  towns  or  villages  which  we  have  Jost  named,  we 
may  euomerate  I^wishamy  in  which  we  knew  one  house  in  which  there  were 
nine  patients  ooder  this  fever,  which  proxed  Obpvtal  to  one,  Doiwich,  espe- 
cially subject  to  this4isorder^  FaJham^  EaUj^,  and  the  several  i»ther  villages 
alopi;  the  Thames  as  far  as  Chertsey;  and  evea  Richmond,  where*  a<»  at 
Ziewishani,  .there  was  one  honse  known  to  us,  iyasmueh  as  being  intjmate 
i'ri^nds,  where  ten  iodividnaJs  at  Oue  time  were  suffering  under  this  disease. 

We  must  not  prolong  this  enumeration,  sinoe  we  might  easily  ocei^iy  a 
dozen  of  our  pages  with  similar  details,  ranging.' in  fact  all  over  England  ^  but 
we  mu^t  sUll  observe,  that^  whatever  was  the  pestilence  last  year,  it  pco- 
mises  to  be  much  greater  in  the  present  one.  This  is  easily  judged  fiom  the 
manner  in  which  the  season  has  set  in;  but  still  more  decidedly  from  the  ex- 
traordmary  prevalence  of  ague  in  tbe  spring )  'since  that  which  is  intermittent 
fever  then,  will  be  remittent  in  the  autwnn ;  or  rather,  as  the  author  has 
justly  remarked,  there  will  scarcely  be  a  definite  season  of  vernal  inlermrt- 
teut,  but  the  remittent  will  commence  immediately,  increasing  in  extent  and 
severity  as  the  summer  advances,  and  promising  to  become,  in  the  autumn, 
the  greatest  season  of  disease  that  England  has  known  for  this  century. 

As  an  example  of  this,  it  must  suffice  to  ennmerate  two  or  three  facts,  while 
these  are  as  satisfactory  for  our  purpose  as  a  thousand  would  be.  The>-tilo8t 
geacral  of  these  is,  tliat  ague  is  at  this  moment  extremely  abundant  wtierd  it 
was  formerly  so  Uttle  known  as  not  to  be  noticed,  and  that,  where  single  caaes 
nsed  to  occur,  there  are  now  hundreds.  Thus  has  it  prevailed  at  Falham  and 
JBaling,  and  in  tbeovtskirt^  of  London,  and  even  in  the  town  itseff;  and  thus 
does  it  so  pretail  at  Greenwich,  Deptford,  and  in  the  associated  vicinity, 
that  a  medical  friend  informs  us  that  it  comprises  more  than  two-thirds  of  his 
entire  practice,  which  is  very  extensive;  whereas,  a  few  years  ago,  he  had 
rarely  a  patient  in  a  year.  Thns,  also,  in  the  Military  Hospital'st  Woolwich, 
there  ^ere  in  the  spring  300  patients  with  this  disease ;  while,  in  former  tiofies, 
We  are  assnred  that  an  ague  was  scarcely  known  once  in  five  or  six  years: 


MATERIA  MEDICA. 
Preservation  of  Canlhande9,^lt  is  stated  by  M.  ParineS  that  the  active 
partof  cantharides  exists  only  in  the  soft  organs  of  the  insect;  that  these  are 
the  parts  which  are  attacked  by  a  species  of  acarus,  and  that  in  this  way  the 
cantharides  are  injured.  Camphor  has  no  power  of  preventing  the  attacks  of 
the  acarus;  but  M.  Farines  believes  that  pyroligoeous  acid  will  be  found  ef- 
fectual, and  proposes  to  prepare  cantharides  with  it,  and  even  to  kill  them 
at  the  time  when  they  are  collected  by  submersion  in  it*  (Jourwd  aS  Science.) 


I^ethod  0/  increasing  the  Odour  of  Roses, — For  this  purpose,  according  to 
the  author  of  the  method ^  a  large  onion  is  to  be  planted  by  the  side  of  tbe 
rose-tree,  in  such  a  manner  that  it  shall  touch  the  foot  of  the  latter.  The  roses 
which  will  be  produced  will  have  an  odour  much  stronger  and  more  agreeable 
than  such  as  liave  not  been  thus  treated,  and  the  water  distilled  from  those 
roses  is  equally  superior  to  that  prepared  by  means  of  ordinary  rose  leaves. 
(/Wd.) 

1 


Luxation. — Strangulation  of  the  Penis,  b&l 

SURGERY. 

€a»e$  0/ Un^'eomtinned  lMX€iioa,  in  which  tevere  Hifisehuf  mnose  ff&m  ike  a^- 
Umpt  to  reducs  the  Pttrti.  By  M.  Flavbbrt,  m.d.,  6tc.  &c.  (HtpertQire 
d'Anaiomie,  i$me  S,  No,  /.  I8j27.) — From  fife  of  tiie  eases  rdaiH  by  M. 
Flanbert,  it  appears  that  the  adviee  given  by  many  aothors  to  attempt  the  f e- 
dnction  of  dislocatioin  of  long  standing  cannot  be  acted  opon  wittiout  consi* 
^erable  risk.  We  are  aware  there  10  no  novelty  in  this  ftct,  but  we  are  in? 
dined  to  beliCTe  it  is  not  nniVeqnentiy  lost  sight  of,  and  that  very  ii^odicious 
and  violent  attempts  are  sometimes  bad  recoorse  to  at  the  risk  of  mnch  injury, 
and  with  foot  little  probability  of  restoring  the  part»  to  their  natural  position. 
The  longer  the  dislocation  has  existed,  and  the  greater  the  degree  of  inflam- 
mation and  swelling  which  has  succeeded  the  accident,  the  greater  will  be  the 
danger  of  inflicting  serious  injury  by  the  after  attempts  at  reduction  ;  for  the 
muselea  as  well  as  the  arteries  are  weakened,  and  perhaps  softened,  by  the 
previous  inflammation,  and  are  hence  less  capable  of  resisting  any  great  eflbrts 
to  reduce  the  parts.  M.  Flaubert  is  incline.d  to  infer,  from  four  of  the  coses 
he  has  related,  that  paralysis  of  the  arm,  which  is  often  attributed  to  luxation 
of  the  bone,  is  rather  to  be  attributed  to  the  violent  attempts  to  reduce  tbe 

dislocated  joint. 

■  ■I  '  »'^ 
Strangulatiou  qfthe  Pettis  f'om  the  Socket  </«  CafidUstick»^A  hoy  lately  pre* 
sented  himself  at  tlie  Hotel-Dieu,  suffering  t^e  utmost  agony  friim  retention 
of  urine.  Upon  examination,  the  penis  was  found  enormously  swollen,  of  a 
dark  red  colour,  and  divided  in  the  middle  by  a  deep  depression.  Upon  se- 
parating the  parts  which  formed  the  borders  of  this  depreasion,  M.  Dupuytren 
^discovered  a  foreign  metallic  body,  of  a  yellow  colour.  Upon  further  iuves- 
ligatiou,  he  found,  xo  his  surprise,  that  this  substance  was  the  socket  of  acan- 
dlestick,  the  broad  end  of  which  was  towards  the  pelvis.  The  tormeot  of  the 
patient  was  excessive.  He  had  passed  no  urine  for  three  days.  The  bladder 
was  greatly  distended,  and  ascended  lo  the  umbilicus.  Gangrei|e  of  the 
|)enis  was  already  threatened,  and  so  time  was  to  be  lost  inremovii|g  the  oause 
of  aU  the  mischief*  While  the  instruments  were  being  brought  for  tjbe  opera- 
tion, the  boy*  who  had  been  pcesaed  with  many  questM^ns,  cofilQesseid,  tliat 
having  got  drunk,  he  had  taken  the  socket  of  the  candlestick  *'  povr  taut  autre 
cJumy  et  qu*il  y  avait  poussi  $a  verge  V  thaiL  the  aahsequeat  efforts  be  made 
to  withdraw  the  part  were  useless,  and  grfttly  increase^  his  suffering.  1a 
fact,  the  narrow  and  sharp««dged  opening  of  the  socket  pressed  against,  and 
of  course  wounded  the  glans  penis.  M.  Dupoytren  firsti  with  a  p^ir  of  cuttmg 
pincers,  divided  the  broad  end  of  the  socket  at  two  opposite  points.  He 
then,  with  cousiderable  difficnlty,^^on  account  of  the  tumefaction  of  the  parts, 
separated  it  into  two  portions,  by  extending  the  incision.  The  penis  was  now 
easily  liberated,  and  the  urine  was  passed  without  difficulty.  The  patient,  at 
the  same  time  ashamed  and  delighted,  immediately  disappeared  without  fven 
waiting  to  arrange  his  dress.  The  crowd  througli  which  he  passed  were 
favoured  with  abundant  hquid  proofs  of  the  success  of  the  operation,  which  had 
at  once  removed  the  torments  he  had  endured  from  retention  of  urine,  as  well 
as  tlie  danger  of  gangrene  and  even  death.— JR^/>^rfo'tr€  Gen,  d^Anatomie, 


A  Pomatvm'pot  found  in  the  Vagina  of  a  H^omrm,  who  svffered  herself  to  be 
trmttdfor  Cancer  of  the  WTomft.— Ann  G— ,  forty-flve  years  old,  presented  her* 
self  at  a  consultation  of  the  H6tel  Dieu',  requesting  assistance  for  a  cancer  of 
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the  wxunb,  th*  exktenee  of  which,  inrw  atieited  by  4  fmnal  eertificate,  taid  to 
have  beea  written  by  a  physician  of  her  province*  The^  patieiit  pass^  her 
urine  through  the  nrethra  and  vag^stL^wad  at  the  aame  ttnie  she  snffered  ooif 
ftiderabie  pain  in  the  vagina  and  in  the  hypogastriiini«  There  was  a  constaat 
disebarge  of  amiKture  of  fetid  nrine,  blood,  mncae^  and  pwfoleot  matter.  M. 
Pvp^ytcen  was  surprised  to  feel,  upon  examination,  a  hard  and  rough  body 
about  two  inches  within  the  vagina.  He  at  6rst  conceived  it  was  a  urinary  cal- 
cnhifi  formed  in  the  vagina,  in  oonsequenoe  of  a  vesico-vaginal  fistula.  The 
patient,  however,  confessed  that  the  substance  was  a  piece  of  stone,  which 
bad  been  placed  tliera  by  force.  Upon  being  questioned  as  to  the  circum- 
stances of  this  unusual  act  of  violence^  she  declared,  that  nine  yciars  ago  she 
had  been  attacked  upon  the  road  to  Dijon  by  two  soldiers,  who  at- 
tempted to  ravish  her.  For  some  time  she  defended  herself  HovLily* 
She  was  at  length,  however^  overpowered :  and  they  introduced  a  stone 
into  the  vagina!  She  slated  that  she  had  afterwards  much  pain  in  making 
water,  and  considerable  fever.  Her  sufferiog,  however,  had  gradually 
diminished ;  and,  for  the  last  eight  years,  she  had  experienced  but  little 
inconvenience.  The  same  train  of  symptoms  again  occurred,  and  they  were 
even  more  severe  than  at  first.  She  was  attacked  with  violent  fever;  and 
conld  only  sleep  by  the  assistance  of  opium.  Other  symptoms  of  general  dis- 
turbance existed  from  the  local  irritation  in  the  vagina.  M.  Dupaytren  felt 
persuaded  that  the  patient  could  only  be  relieved  by  the  removal  of  the  foreign 
body.  She  was  placed  in  the  same  position  as  for  the  operation  of  hthotomy. 
Upon  introducing  a  fmger,  M.  D.  discovered  that  the  substance  was  a  smail 
pot^  placed  across  the  vagina.  It  was  removed. with  some  difficulty ;  and  the 
woman  now  first  confessed  that  she  knew  the  pot  was  in  the  passage ;  that  it 
was  that  which  the  soldiers  had  introduced,  after  having,  with  a  due  attention 
to  economy,  removed  ttre  pomatum  it  contained.  It  was  covered  with  a  saline 
incrustation,  several  lines  in  thickness.  Emollient  injections  were  subse- 
quently employed,  and  the  patient  three  days  after  the  operation  left  the  hos- 
pital. The  fistulous  opening  between  the  bladder  and  vagina,  which  had  been 
caused  by  the  pressure  of  the  foreign  body,  was  completely  cored.  It  was 
evident  from  the  ridiculous  and  varying  accounts  given  by  the  patient  that  she 
had  introduced  it  herself.  She  was  known  to  have  laboured  under  an  attack 
of  nymphomania  at  about  the  ^e  she  stated  the  pot  to  have  been  forced 
into  the  vagina. — Ibid,  ' 


Case  </  Infibukaion,foUowedby  a  Schirraus  AffetHon  of  the  Prepiu;e.«-The 
practice  of  infibulation,  which  originated  from  the  passion  of  jealooay,  and 
which,  m  the  ages  of  barbarism,  was  imposed  by  the  stronger  upon  the  weaker 
sex,  might  have  been  thought  to  be  now  altogether  confined  to  the  imaginary 
personages  of  La  Fontaine's  Tales.  No  trace  of  it  can  be  discovered  in  modem 
times.  One  example,  however,  of  the  kind  has  occurred  to  M.  Dnpuy tren ; 
and  it  is  remarkable  that  it  was  in  the  person  of  a  man  whose  mistress  had  in- 
duced him  to  submit  to  this  very-unusual  mode  of  resisting  any  disposition  he 
might  have  to  inconstancy.  Some  years  ago  M.  Dupnytren  was  consulted  by 
Dr.  Petroz,  upon  the  case  of  M.— ,  the  bead  of  one  of  the  most  important 
manufactories  in  France.  He  was  about  fifty  years  of  age,  of  a  strong  and 
good  constitution.  For  a  long  time  he  had  had  an  abundant  and  fetid  dis- 
charge from  the  penis :  he  made  water  with  difficulty :  the  prepuce  was  modi 
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BW64lci],  hard,  and  ote^tateif  In  diffisr^t-  |^ai<t8.  So  ftirthe  etat  preMnted 
nothifl^  resiarkablf ;  bnt  the  ««irl«9ity  o^tbeattettdttits  uras  strongly  excited 
by  4)l»0ef  ving  thftt  tiM  prepcicehad  b«6n  pierced  through  in  several  placeff, 
and  that  the  aperture  and  borders  of  these  snail  orifices  were  completely 
covered  by  a  perfbctly^organised  ewtaneons  ti^me.  M.  Dupnytren  deters 
mined,  before  he  proceeded  to  any  tteeisive  moc^e  of  treatment,  to  ascerfahi 
in  what  manner  these  perfot ations  in  the  prepiiee  had  happened.  The  patient 
stated,  that,  when  a  young  man,  he  had  visited  Portugal,  where  he  had  re« 
naained  several  years.  He  there  formed  a  tender  liaison  with  a  young  female 
of  strong  passions,  and  equally  strong  Jealousy^  He  was  devotedly  attached 
to  her,  and-  she  acqnired  over  him  the  most  absolute  influence.  On^  da/ 
daring  the  transports  of  their  mntual  passion,  he  f^lt  a  slight  priding  senw* 
sation  in  the  prepuce ;  but,  having  his  attention  completely  abstracted  by 
tlie  caresses  of  his  fair  mistress,  he  did  not  even  examine  from  whence  arose 
the  disagreeable  fiseling  he  had  experienced*  But,  on  retiring  fi^om  the  em* 
braces  of  the  lady^  he  found  the  prepuce  secured  by  a  little  golden  padlock, 
attisttment  travailU,  of  which  she  had  kept  the  key !  It  would  appear  tliat  th6 
lady  was  not  deficient  in  eloquence,  for  she  kept  her  lover  in  good  humor  by 
her  rhetoric,  assisted,  indeed,  by  occasional  caresses,  and  persuaded  him,  not 
only  to  permit  the  padlock  to  remain,  but  to  consider  it  a  very  ornamental 
appendage.  She  even  gained  permission  to  re-apply  it  each  time,  that  the 
skin  which  was  pierced  appeared  weakened  ;  and,  however  incredible  it  may 
seem,  shie  at  length,  **  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure,"  put  on  two  locks. 

M remained  in  tllis  state  for  four  or  five  years,  constantly  wearing  one  or 

two  of  the  locks  appended  to  the  prepuce,  the  key  of  which  wa^  of  course  taken 
especial  care  of  by  his  mistress.  The  consequence  ultimately  was  that  the 
prepuce  became  diseased,  and  a  conoerous  affection  vras  threatened,  when  M. 
Dupnytren  was  consulted.  The  safest  and  most  effectual  course  was  then 
adopted.  The  prepuce  was  removed  by  an  operation  nearly  resembling  cir- 
cnmcisipn.  Under  the  care  of  M.  Sanson,  the  cure  was  complete  in  less  than 
three  weeks.    The  patient  has  remained  in  perfect  health.—i^id. 


MIDWIFERY^ 

Detoehment  qf  the  Placenta  by  injection  of  the  Funis.— In  the  fourth  volume 
i>f  the  Journal  des  Progris  dea  Sciences  Medicales,  Dr.  Taroni  has  related  a  case 
of  retention  of  the  placenta,  in  which  the  umbilical  cord  was  injected  with 
water,  and  the  separation  and  expulsion  of  the  after-birth  qnickly  follewed. 
The  case,  as  it  is  related  by  Dn  T.  would  admit  of  many '  remarks  aa  to  the 
propriety  of  the  practice  which  was  adopted,  but  it  is  our  object  at  present 
merely  to  record  the  poisibility  of  carrying  this  plan  into  effect,  and  to  ahew 
that,  where  the  placenta  is  retained  in  the  uterus,  it  may  be  thus  separated. 
If  cold  water  had  not  been  found  sufficient,  a  proportion  of  vinegar  would 
have  been  added.  In  about  two  minutes  after  the  injection  of  the  funis,  the 
placenta  was  entirely  expelled.  We  are  informed  by  Dr.  Hopkins,  that  he 
has  had  recourse  to  this  plan  in  two  instances,  >with  an  equally-favor- 
able result.  The  patients  would  not  permit  the  introduction  of  the  hand,  aqd 
pressure  npon  the  uterus,  the  application  of  cold,  &c.  having  been  tried  to  no 
porposcy  about  eight  ounces  of  water  were  thrown  up  the  funis  with  a  common 
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iymiftr  Islwoor  three 4BnuUflQlerise€DB|rii«li«Mt«ok  |il9e«,  of  wl^idi 
Ibfve  tuid.be4ti  pr6i>iou$ly  oo  ijmptony  aitheogb  two  boors  bad  elapsed  after 
delivery,  and  the  placf»la  waa  copellad  into  the  vagina*  AlUioogii  we  do  not 
imaghie  that  thU  mode  of  Uoatneat  can  be  fre^iieotjij  jieee>aary  in  caaes  of 
reunied  plAcenta,  the  fact  it  worthy  of  being  recorded,  a«  it  ia  silwaya  advan* 
tapeoas  to  increase  Omt  xsmm  of  atiSovdiog  aisiataiioe,  however  seldom  their 
eaiph9in.<iit  may  he  required* 


Dr.  Hopkins'  OMcf rtc  Jppuralvs.— The  machine  contrived  by  Dr.  H.  for 
the  puTpose  of  ilhntrating  the  praccss  of  labour*  aad  the  separatioD  of  the 
placenta,  reflects  great  credit  upon  his  ingenuity.  It  is  decidedly  superior  to 
any  foAtrnment  of  the  kind  we  have  ever  seen.  We  conld  not  indeed  have 
conceived  it  possible  that  so  close  an  imitation  of  the  work  of  nature  coeMhaTe 
been  effected.  The  parts  are  formed  of  a  composition  of  elastic  gnm,  and  the 
descent  of  the  fcetns  throng  the  pel^s  is  managed  with  snch  admirable  adroit- 
nessy  and  so  accnmtely  represents  tbe  progress  of  labonr,  and  the  natural  feel 
of  tbe  parts,  that  the  stedent  who  has  been  accustomed  to  ascertain  tiie  pre- 
sentation, to  watch  the  progress  of  tlie  head,  and  to  separate  the  placenta 
upon  this  machine,  will  be  completely  prepared  for>  the  execution  of  his  ob- 
stetric duties.  Dr.  H.  contemplates  some  farther  additions  and  improve- 
ments, which  we  shatt  not  fail  to  notice. 


Cases  ^  vioUni  Vomiting  octmring  at  the  commencement  cf  Pregnancy^  and 
apfewiMg  to  dtpekd  vpm  a  morbid  staie  qf  the  Uterus  and  Ovum,  By  M.  Dance, 
M.  o*^  Aide  de  Clinique  a  V Hotel  DiVa./— At  the  commencement  of  pregnancy, 
females  occasionally  suffer  from  very  violent  and  continued  vomiting,  which 
sometimes  produces  exhaustion  and  even  death.    The  object  of  M.  Dance  is 
to  ^certain  the  cause  of  the  vomiting,  and  to  determine  the  most  rational  mode 
of  en<^eavouring  to  relieve  it.    He  is  inclined  to  believe  that  this  very  dis- 
tressing symptom  is  less  dependant  upon  the  sympathy  of  thh  stomach  with 
Vt^e  uterus  while  in  a  healthy  condition,  than  upon  a  low  degree  of  inflamma- 
tiooj  either  of  the  uterus  itself,  or  tlie  membranes  of  the  ovum.    He  would 
not,  however,  be  inclined  to  form  a  decided  opinion  from  the  two  cases  which 
he  has  related,  although  they  have  been  deemed  sufficiently  interesting  to  be 
recorded.    In  the  first  case  the  vomiting  continued  for  three  months,  without 
any  symptoms  of  fever,  and  ultimately  destroyed  the  patient.    Upon  dissec- 
tion, the  membrana  decidua  was  found  in  a  state  of  inflammation.    The 
stomach  was  perfectly  healthy.    In  the  second  case,  the  vomiting  also  eonti- 
nued  for  upwards  of  three  months,  when  the  patient  sank  and  died.    The 
parieties  of  tbe  uterus  were  found,  upon  exammation,  in  a  softened  and  db- 
eased  ^tate.    In  the  tissue  of  the  womb  there  was  also  a  decided  engorgement 
of  blood.    The  membrana  decidua,  alt^o,  was  more  vascular  than  common. 
The  appearances  of  le&ion  in  the  stomach  were  but  trifling.    In  each  of  these 
cases  a  variety  of  internal  remedies  and  local  applications  were  had  recoan e 
to  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  the  vomiting,  bnt  with  little  or  no  avail.    M. 
Dance,  observes,  thfit  if  it  were  permitted  to  draw  general  conchisioBs  from 
the  limited  evidence  be  has  afforded,  it  might  be  inferred  that  the  vomiting 
which  occurs  at  the  commencement  of  pregnancy,  and  which  so  obstinately 
continues  in  spite  of  the  best-directed  treatment,  is  to  be  considered  as  a 
proof  of  a  sub-inflammatory  state  of  tlie  uterine  system.    It  is  suggested, 
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th^fbre,  tliat  it ^oiiltf  bCl  tihrU  iniUfrttA  HO'^fptm^k^  ctmttiraM  voiiiHiif  bji^ 
^nXlpMd^Mt  tii^hs  k|>)yli«d  t9th^  i%giott»  «rtli«  iit^ntt,  flmi  ti>  direttf «or«t^ 
tention  solely  t6  the  stomncb,  which  ifl'btit  AeooncHtHly  Ai^tiei]. 

ft  h^D^vcr  fttlea  lb  (Mr  lot  to  l«»te  a  ^^Iklttllfi  «bMe4]ti«tice  «f  imbaMtios 
fVom  th6  ^tfttd^t-hicesstitii  rofftitiiig»  fvbleb  Hdt  WifnfrqbmitHr  t>e«;ors  «Miritig' Ai* 
firtf  i»otltb«  df  pr^gtraiicy';  bbt  f^  !»¥«  tttttfy  smcm&tA  in  «fii$dtttilly  M* 
lieving  it  by  uny  treatment  we  liave  adopted.  Th^  <lbterra«loiUi^Mv,>Dliw|t 
are  certaialy  worthy  of  attention. — Rq^Ubre  dAnai&tnie. 


Heart  PresenlaHom-^Mr,  Tucker  ht»  iielatffd  (MedicfU  Repository^  Nov.), 
the  cftae  of  a  foetal  iiioostoF,  which  U4  to  considerable  cmbarrasaineot  darinf^ 
the  deJiTery.  After  some  pxeliniinary  details,  he  8aj?s-«-"  I  noyir^  of  co^r^i^ 
proceeded  to  examine  into  the  atate  of  a^airs,  and  found  (to  my  great  a;it9* 
niahment)  that  the  part  pce«enting  was  a  Urge  fleshy  tumor,  pC  the  shape  ol^  a^ 
heart,  possesaiag  a  pulsatory  motion,  or  a  regular  systole  sind  diattole.  I  could, 
not  help  oonclading  that  this  <^rgan  was  actually  in  the  vagix)?^.  I  also  ima« 
gined  that  I  could  distinguish  the  auricles,  and  the  larger  vessels  atjtached  to; 
the  ventricles.  About  ten  o*olock  ooiteiderabie  hxmorrhjagei  came  on,  and  tbe 
0$  uteri  being  fidly  dilated,  I  endeavoured  to  push  back  the  tumor,  and  to  get 
bold  of  the  feet,  for  the  purpose  of  delivery*  In  doing  this  I  had  no  difficultly  ; 
but,  to  my  surprise,  what  I  had  hardly  been  able  to  believe  could  be  a  heart 
presentalitmy  turned  out  to  be  so  in  reality  ! 

**  Of  course,  the  case  was  one  of  malformation.  Tlie  foetus  appeared  to  be 
full  grown:  and  there  being  a  division  tbroRghoot  the  cAest  anff  abefomeft,  tbe 
whole  contents  of  both  cavities  were  exposed  to  view.  The  display  of  tborselc 
viscera  arose  from  a  separation  through  the  median  line  of  the  Sterhom,  which 
extended  to  the  pubes  •  tire  edges  of  the  recti  mtrsctes  w^W  retettfed,  as  it 
were,  and  faced  with  a  white,  tendinous  border,  ftul  the  deviations  «Bd  not 
end  here.  Hie  right  hand  exhibited  bnt  one  finger,  and  tfte  left  Iwit  but  dna- 
toe.    The  umbilical  chord  made  its  exit  on  the  back,  between  the  scilpiil«. 

•*  Immediately  on  delivery,  the  child  cried  lustiTy,  and  lived  for  two  hoiirs, 
during  the  greater  part  of  which  I  had  the  heart  in  my  bimd,  and  witnessed  th^ 
vena  cava  returning  the  blood  to  its  right  side,  and  its  reception  on  the  left 
from  the  pulmonary  vein.  The  aorta  and  pnlmonary  artery  ii^efe  also  both 
dinihctly  seen,  together  with  their  actions. 

'  *' As  all  the  abdominal  viscera  were  out  of  the  cavity,  by  simply  tnrhing 
them  aside  I  could  see  the  descending  aorta  and  the  ascending  Cava.'* 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

King*8  EviU— The  cure  of  Scrofula  by  the  Royal  Tbnch,  is  the  most  singiilfti* 
species  of  quackery  in  the  history  of  superstition.  Lord  Bacon  Says,  that  Sma-* 
gination  is  next  akin  to  mitacle-working  faith.  There  tras  seemingly  some  6f 
both,  and  a  little  money  to  boot,  to  keep  this  remedy  in  fashion  j  and  $M  eitttk 
patient  touched  a  bit  of  gold,  we  may  Siipp6s^,tn  this,  &S  tn  oth^ir  complaints; 
that  some  were  cured  of  the  king's  evil,  who  never  had  any  othef  etU  than  that 
of  poverty,  ivbich  brought  mote  fatae  to  these  royal  );>ractitioiierstfiiid'  tttey 
desierved.  .      . 

«  The  curing  of  the  king's  evil  (says  Aubrey)  by  the  touch  of  «i*  klttg>  tkHrt 
ttiiich  ptrzzle  tmt  pfaHosophei^  r  ^i*  tHi«ther  the  ktbg^  were  vf  th«  boase  <^ 
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York  or  Lwc»iter,it  ai4  the,ciii»j,<V^i),fr«;^Wltjar*»  'Tis  tree,  in-, 
deed,  at  the  toacbing  there  «re  pr^jsers  v^s^  i  put  l?|frh4ps  neither  U)e  If^ng  at* 
tends  tbero,  nor  bis  chaplains.'^   ... 

The  French  kings  pretend  to  i^  gr^er  antiquity  in  .the  ei^ercise  of  this  mi- 
racnious  gift.  We  do,  not  go  bighef  thsm  106^,  to  j^dward  the  Confessor,  but 
our  Gal  lie,  neighbours  d^ted  their's  from  Cloyis,  481.  Mezeray  ssiy^thkl  this 
king  cured  one  of  his  favorites.  This  giCt,  however,  seem  to  have  ifalle^  to, 
decay  in  the  time  of  Louis  XI.  s  for  be  having  an  apoplexy^  sent  for  a  famous, 
man  to  core  him,  by  the  name  of  Francis  of  Poul.  Francis  unhappily  had  the 
evil;  but  alas !  the  saint  could  not  cure  the  king ;  and  what  was  equally  unfor- 
tunate the  king  could  not  cure  the  saint. 

Our  King  George  I.  had  the  good  sense  not  to  pretend  to  this  marvellous 
power,  but  the  French  Kings  kept  up  the  farce  till  1775.  Louis  XV.  touched 
no  less  than  2000  persons,  and  his  predecessor  2500.  The  kings  of  Scotland 
did  not  pretend  to  this  gift,  but  when  their  James  the  Vlth.  came  to  the  throne 
of  England,  the  virtue  straight  appeared  in  him. 

In  1684,  John  Browne,  surgeon  to  the  king,  published  bis  ^'  Adenocboirade- 
logia,  or  king's  evil  swellings,  together  with  the  royal  gift  of  healing  or  cure 
thereof,  by  imposition  of  hands,  performed  for  above  640  years  by  our  kings.'' 
He  gives  an  account  of  the  number  of  persons  touched  for  the  king's  evil  froffl 
May  1660,  to  Sept.  1664,  by  King  Charles  IL,  viz. 

In  1660- m^^*^*  6725 

1661 -•  4619 

1662.... 4275 

1663 4667 

1664 ' S335 

And  from  another  account,  by  Mr.  Thomas  Dankley,  it  appears,  that  monarch 
from  1667  to  1682,  actually  touched,  on  the  average,  4000  people  every  year. 
There  occurred  in  the  30th  of  Charles  II.  (1684,)  a  eurioui  trial  of  Tliomas 
RoseweU,  for  high  treason.  The  words  in  the  indictment  charged  him  with 
saying,  that  "  The  people  made  a  flocking  to  the  king,  upon  pretence  of  being 
healed  of  the  king*sevilt  which  he  could  not  do,  but  that  they,  being  priests 
and  prophets,  could  by  their  prayers  do  as  much.'*  RoseweU  proved  it  by  in- 
stancing the  prophet  that  came  to  Jeroboam,  and  reproved  him  at  the  altar  of 
Bethel;  ''  and  the  king  stretched  forth  his  arm,  and  did  lay  hold  of  him,  and 
the  king's  hand  was  dried  op.  And  the  prophet  prayed  to  the  Lord,  and  the 
king's  arm  was  restored.*'  He  was  further  accused  of  applying  the  stoiy  *'  of 
Dalilah  and  Sampson ;  and  (says  the  witness)  you  did  not  question  but,  in  the 
end ,  the  ladies  would  serve  the  king  as  Dalilah  did  Sampson."  RoseweU  ob- 
jected to  the  latin  in  the  indictment ;  that  Morbus  Regni  Anglici  was  the  dis- 
ease of  the  English  kingdom,  and  could  not  be  made  to  signify  the  king's  evil. 
During  the  trial,  Jadge  Jefferies  told  Rosewell's  witnesses  <'  We  know  well 
enough  you  snivelling  saints  can  he ;"  and  so  on.  RoseweU  was  found  guilty  ^ 
but  pardoned  ;  tlie  sole  exclusive  patent  of  curing  the  king's  evU  still  lying 
with  ro^altyt— >Wado's  Mems*  Mamnu^  and  Memoirs, 


SpecyUi^'^The  French  government,  as  well  as  our  own,  has,  in  more  than 
one  instance,  given  large  sums  for  the  purchase  of  nostrums,  with  similar  inten- 
tions and  success. 

In  1720,  the  French  ministry  purchased  the  <'  Pulvis  Carlkusianum,**  or 
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theYtries'minertl,  oilginainy  invented  by  Granber;'aiid  having  been-  a  great 
8ev;ret,4t  hnmedlat^ly  became  a  great  favorite 'v^Hh  the  public. 

Previoosly  to  this,  with  the  same  laudable  design,  they  purchased  of  Prienr 
de  Cabrier,  an  arcanum,  which,  he  boasted,  would  cure  ruptures  without 
bandage  or  operafibdf.  The  recipe  wiis  then  made' public ;  when  lo!  the 
grand  specific,  which  was  to  benefit  all  mankind,  consisted  of  spirit  of  satt^ 
with  a  certain  quantity  of  ted  whie,  tobe  taken  often  every  day !  about  as  great 
a  discovery  as  John  Wesley^s  boiled  egg-shells  for  raptured  children. 

In  this  country,  in  tlie  reign  of  Cliarles  II.«  Dr.  Jonathan  Goddard  obtained 
£5,000.  for  disclosing  his  seci^t  for  making  a  medicine,  called  "  Gutta  An- 
glicima:'  And  in  1739,  the  Parliament  of  England  voted  £5,000.  to  Mrs. 
Stevens  for  a  solvent  for  stone  ;  tiotwithstandlo^  which,  there  have  been  as 
many  human  csllciili,  since  formed  by  his  majesty*s  liege  lithotomical  subjects, 
as  would  macadamize  ore  side  of  Lincoln^s  Inn  Fields. 

The  celebrated  David  Hartley  was  very  instrumental  in  procuring  this  grant 
to  Joanna  Stevens.  He  obtained  also  a  private  subscription  to  the  amount  of 
£  1356.,' published  one  hundred  and*  fifty-five  succts^ul  cases,  and,  by  way  of 
climax  to  the  whole,  after  eating  two  hundred  pounds  weight  of  soap !  David 
himself  died  of  the  stone. 

Mead's  specific  for  hydrophobia,  ^<  Pulvh  Antylisus^*  sanctioned  by  the  an* 
thority  of  great  names  and  great  learning,  shared  a  similar  fate :  though  Mead, 
the  learned  and  illustrious  Mead,  in  his  recommendation  of  it,  declared,  that,  in 
the  experience  of  thirty  years,  upon'more  than  five  hundred  patients,  he  never 
-knew  it  tail  of  success  !  In  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  however,  an  unsuc« 
cessful  case  is  related.  *<  W.  Jones,  a  fkrmer  at  Milton,  (July  SO,  17S5,)  died 
of  hydrophobia,  after  taking  Mead's  powder ;"  but,  the  failure  is  apologised 
foty  from  the  circumstance  of  bis  being'bit  in  the  n^e,  '^  whieh  being  '$o  near 
the  prineipal  parts,  might  possibly,  (nhsofogical  lozie  trui^y)  prevent  his  being 
cored  by  Dr.  Mead's  remedy,  so  successful  in  cases  of  this  dreadful  malady.** 

England  has  been  called  the  '*  Paradise  of  Quacks.**  Our  ancestors  were 
a  nostrum-loving  race  from  the  king  to  the  cottager,  and  the  history  of  pana* 
ceas  and  specifics,  in  tbe  form  of  elixirs,  pills,  powders,  and  waters,  would 
form  a  large  volume  of  humiliating  memorials  of  the  credulity  of  the  public 
who  could  swallow  them,  and  the  infiitoation  of  the  physician  who  conld  pre- 
scribe them.  Who  could  believe  that  a  philosopher  would  eat  two  hundred 
pounds  of  soap  ?^a  bishop  drink  a  butt  of  tar-water  P  or  that,  in  a  course  of 
chemical  ueutralization,  Meyer,  should  swallow  twehe  htmdred  ponnds  weight 
of  crab's  eyes  f* 

In  the  German  Ephemerides,  the  case  of  a  person  is  described,  who  had 
taken  too  much  £iixir  of  Vitriol,  that  his  keys  were  rnsted  in  bis  pocket,  by 
the  transudation  ot  the  acid  through  his  skin  ;  and  another  paiient  is  said  to 
have  taken  Argentnria  Nitratnm,in  solution,  till  he  became  bine.  But  all  these 
philos'Ophers,  doctors,  and  divines,  sink  into  insignificance,  before  Samuel 
Jessop,  who  died  at  the  age  of  65,  in  1817,  whose  inordinate  craving  for 
physic  led  liim  to  take,  in  tweDty*one  years,  no  less  than  S26,9M  pills,  besides 
40,000  bottles  of  mixture;  and  in  the  year  1814,  when  his  appetite  increased, 
his  consumption  of  pills  was  51  ,.^90 ! ! !  Truly  he  must  have  thought  with  the 
prophet,  ''The  Lord  hath  created  medicines  out  of  the  earth,  and  he  that  is 
wise  will  not  abhor  them." — ^Eccles.  xxxviii.  5,  6.— I^id. 
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InfMMt  fi«f nMi^HMry.— The  lollowMg  olr— fid<»wpy  emtf  ^mi««rl»d  wilb 
Medical  Jorupnideiieey  sppaued  a^  lew  dagps  affo  in  ^  pabMe  p«p«r#*  At 
there  u  maeh  olMMinly  attenduig  U,  we  refinwi  fiwei  offciriog  «iiy  oaauweBti 
vpoo  it  U  preteat  >^ 

On  ThonMtay,  the  4ih  «llMn«»  an  iafaett  waa  held  at  Dover,  before  Jo^ 
SWpdeD,  £sq.y  Mayor  aad  GoroMr,  o«  tlae  body  of  Jehu  WattoOt  oqo  of  the 
padieC  poften  of  that  place ;  and  as  the  cireaawtaiwflft  atteodinii  it  liar«  eo 
casioned  a  great  eeaiatioii,  and  heaa  the  Mil^t  of  mriom  conflicting  opMooss 
#e  shall  lay  the  falleet  particulars  helofo  oar  readers*  It  ^ippeiirs  th«|t  the 
deeeased,  who  had  been  labearing  onder  a  rhemnatic  affection,  Uad  obtaiacd  a 
preientatuNi  ticket  for  reliefand  medical  at len^n  at  the  Pdver  Dispenwrjr,^ 
an  institation  chiefly  mder  the  eare  of  a  Mr,  Sankey,  sacgeon  Im  4imt  town. 
Bleedinii  was  prescribed ;  which  operation  was  perforated  on  Tuesday,  the 
f  d  of  October,  by  Mr.  Sankey's  assistattt,  and  the  arai  boond  np  as  osnal.  lo 
the  coarse  of  the  night  the  arm  swelled,  aad  becane  exceedingly  uneasy ;  and 
the  poor  fellow  (who  bad  formerly  lived  as  servant  to  a  madicfd  man)  mss 
heard  to  express  his  strong  doubts  as  to  the  scientific  perfonnaooe  of  the 
operation.  Beconung  worse,  the  wife  /etched  Mr.  Baokey,  who,  with  his 
assistant,  examined  the  arm,  in  private,  and  continued  with,  the  palinnt  soaiQ 
time ;  he,  however,  gradnally  silnk,  and  expired  about  foor  o^elock  on  Thurs- 
day mDming. 

A  Committee  of  the  Sabscribers  to  the  Dispensary  was  convened,  and  many 
persons  having  stated  that  they  sboold  not  be  satisfied  oales^  an  inquest  were 
held,  a  precept  was  accordingly  issaed  by  the  Mayor  and  Coroner.  At  the 
inquest,  the  sorgeon  to  the  Dispensary  (Mr.  Sankey)  and  bis  assistant  alooe 
Were  examiaed  !  The  substance  of  Mr.  Sankey*s  evidence  was,  '  that  tke 
artery  hmd  not  hem  eut  (as  was  popularly  reported),  but  that  he  kad  tied  it  f* 
Neither  tlie  evidence  of  the  wife  nor  of  any  other  person  was  adduced ;  and 
tlie  jary  retarned  their  verdict—*  Died  6y  the  vieiiMlum  ^  God,'  This,  faow« 
ever,  was  far  from  being  satisfiictory  to  the  public,  who  perceived  an  incoo- 
gmity  in  the  evidence  wliich  seemed  to  have  escaped  the  jury ;  aad  an  appli- 
cation was  made  to  the  Coroner,  to  have  the  matter  re-investigated ;  in  con- 
seqnenee,  he  deputed  two  medical  gentlemen  from  Deal  (Dr.  M* Arthur  and 
Mr.  Hulkc,)  with  another  of  the  profession  at  Dover  (Mr.  Norwood,>1to 
•xamine  and  report  on  the  body  of  the  deceased. 

The  report  stated,  *  the  medical  inspectors  had  found  that  abmU  erne  iftek  qf 
tke  brmekiml  artery  had  been  removed  from  below  the  vein  which  had  been 
opened  in  bleeding,  and  that  they  found  two  ligatures  above  the  part  of  the 
artery  which  had  been  cot  away ;  of  coorse  tiiey  were  anable  to  decide  whe- 
ther the  artery  had,  or  not,  been  pancmred  in  the  operation  of  bleeding.'  On 
this  report,  the  Coroner  did  not  ue  oeoodon  for  another  inquest ;  >and  the  body 
was  bnried  on  the  Snnday. 

Public  feeling,  however,  was  excited  stitt  fisrther,  rather  than  nXkn^md^  by 
the  knowledge  of  the  substance  of  this  examination,  and  rose  to  snch  a  height, 
that  the  Coroner  was  obNged  to  3rield  to  the  genenal  wish  ;  and  k£tor  aome 
delay,  another  inqnest  was  saoMsoned,  the  body  being  disfntarredt  for  the 
Inspection  of  the  JHry,  which  was  not  iCatireLy  caanposed  of  the  sanw  asdivi* 
duals  as  at  first.  The  niedical  witnesses  were  again  eaaminad ;  aad  Mr. 
Sankey  deposed,  that  <  he  thought,  after  the  man  had  been  Ued,«a  saforaal 
arterial  bleeding  had  occurred^  and.  he  therefore  tied  the  artery  above,  and 
adopted  the  usual  means  to  prevent  iDfiammaUon;'that  after  death  he  had 
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MisertsiMtftHat  th#MMrfw«i'ii»t  «nM;  timntltli  re§9tiktm1iU  poTtaoD  of 
tbe  wtxty  which  wis  viit8li%,  ke  lHMldlr^ie«Mlh*to  4M  ^«fit  anragr;  MNla^ 
Up  lwigitfiidiiNi)l^»  td  metttam  HUkftue  existed/    Mwtuwti  pr^tUt€td  im  mhi*. 

On  calling  fwr  the  evidence  of  the  wife,  it  was  stated  in  coart  thst  she  was 
in  Btrong^^li,  md  aceo^dinl^tjr 'tier  litMitaMSd  was  dispemedwlth ;  ba^.  thd 
next  day  tbia  wa»  diteovercd  tiel  *>  Aave  6fra  ike  9me,  «•  the  poor  wostnn 
was  aetnally'  w^tHtof^  in  eiq^tattofe  ^  fo«iD^*0ttaMioned»  as  was  also  the  lady 
who  had  re<«ettiwended  Weston  to  tlM  l>ispensnry,  to  support  her  fn-eowl. 
$be  fttattft  iimt  M«  was  wH  # cn#/#r.  How  this  arose,  1t  not  precisely  -nndantoo^* 

Tbe  evidence  here  terminatinf,  the  Jury  retired,  bat  eoald  notofree-in 
opinioii,  several  refbMog  positively  to  sifn  the  verdict  detemiined  oo  by  the 
lest  He^ifo vcr«  on  the  princtple  of  the  opnion  of  the  asajority  ooastitiiliof  n 
legal  verdict,  it  was  again  recorded—'  Died  by  the  vIsUaHm^  Gsd/' 

It  is  needlsss  to  say,  that  not  niiieb  grevler  satisfaction  exists  at  the  present 
mooieat  than  WKmv  the  svceoid  inqnest:  and  in  justification  of  those  public- 
apirited  individuals  who  exerted  themselves  so  hmdably  in  endeavouring  to 
tbrow  a  light  on  tbis  nytterlons  aftiiv,'w%  bavn  given  an  eh  pftriienlara  of  the 
proceedings  as  hav«  transpired.  RtporUrs  were  ml  ei/^nwd  bf  the  ficroMrl 
It  is  romofed  that  a  representation  of  the  wbolf$  business  wiUbe  Uid  before 
tbe  Secretary  Cor  tfie  Home  1>^wrtniCBt» — (iVieicvpfiptfrs  ofid  I^ed.  Repasifry*) 
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MONTHLY  REPORT  OF  PREVALENT  DISEASES. 

DvRfIro  the  greater  part  of  the  time  comprised  in  o«r  present  repovt^  tbe 
weather  has  been  remarkable  for  its  mildness,  but  this  has  been  accompanied 
with  mnch  wet  and  with  atttamnal  fogs*  Tbe  prevalent  diseases  have  been 
iadaenced  by  these  circmnstancea,  and  affections  of  the  digestive  organs  have 
been  very  common.  Diarrhoea,  in  particular,  prevailed  to  a  great  extent,  and 
has  sometimes  proved  obstinate.  Towards  tbe  latter  part  of  the  month,  as 
th<;  weather  became  colder,  inflammatory  afiections  became  more  nnmerons, 
particnlarly  of  the  mncoRsmenibraae  of  the  air-passagei,  of  which  some  severe 
examples  have  presented  themselves  to  our  notice. 


ReguUUioM  for  the  Examinatiim  of  Apothecaries, 

Apoikeeariea'  Hall;  Nwemktr  69 1837. 

Thb  Court  of  EsaminefB  of  tbe  Society  of  Apothecaries  feel  it  to  be  inenm* 
bent  upon  them  to  direct  tbe  attention  of  the  medical  profession  to  the  **  Re- 
gulations for  the  Examination  of  Apothecaries,"  pnbli'^hed  by  them  in 
September  last.  t 

These  Regalationa,  which  are  founded  npon  Reports  annually  presented  to 
the  Court  of  Assistants,  whilst  they  prove  that  the  Court,  of  Examiners  have 
continued  to  give  their  serious  consideration  to  tbe  improvement  of  the  eda* 
cation  of  the  apothecary^  point  out  at  tiie  same  time  those  defects  wbieh  their 
experience  has  shoirn  to  be  of  most  frequent  occurrence,  and  of  tbe  most 
essential  importance.    Of  these,  two  may  bet  more  particularly  alluded  to : 
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the  first  is  the  want  of  a  competent  knowledge  of  the-  Latin  language ;  the 
second,  the  limited  time  too  generally  deY0te4  to  the  varions  lectures  and 
other  studies  demanded  by  the  Court ;  and  both  of  these  they  have  attempted 
to  remedy  by  requiring  of  all  persons,  who  shall  hereafter  present  themselves 
for  an  examination,  a  more  deliberate  and  methodical  course  of  education. 

The  Court  of  Examiners  desire  that  it  may  be  recollected,  that  these  Re- 
gulations are  in  conformity  with  the  Act  of  Parliament  **  for  better  regulat- 
ing the  Practice  of  Apothecaiies  throughout  England  and  Wales;  an  Act, 
which  is  in  many  respects  imperative,  in  others  discretionary,  and  in  all  of 
such  general  applit;ation  as  to  require  it  to  be  executed  with  a  temperate  and 
steady  attention  to  existing  circumstances,  combined  with  a  due  regard  for 
the  welfare  of  the  public,  and  the  progressive  improvement  of  this  branch  Of 
the  medical  profession. 

By  order  of  the  (^nrt, 

JOHN  WATSON,  Secretary, 


Court  of  Exanunera  of  the  Society  of  Apotheeariet. — Sir,  As  your  Joumalis 
almost  the  only  one  in  which  the  recent  Regulations  of-the  Court  of  Exami- 
ners of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  appear  to  be  properly  understood  and 
appreciated,  and  »%  many  of  the  medical  periodicals  have  long  continued  to 
indulge  in  the  most  unmeasured  abuse  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  as  well 
as  of  the  Court  of  Examiners,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  address  a  plain 
statement  of  facts  to  you,  in  order  that  the  public  may  perceive  how  igno- 
rant tlie  majority  of  these  Journalists  are  of  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  Act  of 'Parliament  *^  for  better  regulating  the  Practice  of  Apothecaries 
tliroughout  England  and  Wales,"  and  that  the  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession especially  might  know  to  what  blind  guides  they  have  to  trust,  when 
they  depend  upon  such  sources  of  information.  It  b  true,  indeed,  that  what 
the  authors  of  some  of  these  publications  want  in  knowledge,  is  amply  sup- 
plied by  malignity;  a  most  palatable  commodity  in  this  age  of  intellect,  and 
more  especially  grateful  when  any  public  institution,  or  constituted  antho- 
rity,  is  to  be  calumniated. 

The  Society  of  Apotliecaries,  and  the  Court  of  Examiners,  appear  to  be 
accused  chiefly  of  four  great  crimes:— 1st,  with  compelling  an  apprenticeship 
of  five  years;  ledly,  with  refusing  to  acknowledge  any  foreign  course  of  study 
as  sufficient  to  entitle  the  candidate  to  an  examination;  Sdly,  with  limiting 
their  admission  of  certificates  to  a  few  licensed  teachers;  and,  4thly,  with 
total  incompetency  to  the  task  which  they  have  undertaken  to  perform, — 
namely,  the  examination  of  candidates. 

Tn  this  enumeration,  you  will  perceive  that  no  distinction  is  made  between 
tile  powers  pt  the  Court  of  Assistants,  which  is  the  Executive  of  the  Society  of 
Apothecaries,  and  those  of  the  Court  of  Examiners,  who  are  elected  by  them, 
though  the  latter  had  no  hand  whatever  in  framing  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
and  are  bound  to  administer  it  as  they  find  it.  Bnt  the  Court  of  Assistants  of 
the  Society  are  equally  innocent  of  many,  or  most,  of  the  provisions  of  this 
Act,  and  are,  I  make  no  doubt,  perfectly  ready  to  admit  that  some  of  its 
clauses  are  imperfect,  and  that  many  of  essential  importance  might  he  added : 
the  history  of  the  Act  will,  however,  show  that  this  is  not  to  be  attributed  to 
any  fault  on  their  part. 

In  the  year  1815,  apablic  meeting  of  surgeon-apothecaries  took  place,  for 
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purposes  wholly  foreign  to  the  subject  of  medical  education  ;  l^ut,  in  the 
course  of  these  meetings,  so  interesting;  a  topic  could  not  fail  to  occupy  their 
attention,  and  it  became  a  subject  of  lamentation  that  there  was  no  power, 
then  existing  to  prevent  any  person,  either  with  a  very  slender  previous  edii- 
catipn,  or  indeed  without  any  education  at  all,  from  commencing  practice  as 
an  apothecary. 

The  result  of  these  conversations  was  an  application  to  the  Colleges  of 
Ph>sicians  and  Surgeons,  and  to  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  to  know  whe- 
ther.either  of  tho^e  corporate  bodies  would  undertake  to  bring  a  Bill  into 
Parliament  to  remedy  tliis  and  ot^er  evils:  each  of  them,  however,  at  that 
time  declined  to  do  so,  and  the  association  of  surgeon-apothecaries  then  ap- 
plied to  the  government  upon  their  own  account ;  but  the  Minister  of  the  day, 
thinking.it  improper,  to  establish  a  fouith  Society,  when  three,  fully  compe- 
tent to  undertake  the  intended  task  of  examination,  were  already  in  exist- 
ence,  applied  to  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  who  then  undertook.it.  A  Bill 
was  brought  into  Parliament,  which  passed  the  House  of  Commons  without 
any  clause  whatever  relating  to  apprenticeship :  this  was  afterwards  added  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  npon  the  motion  of  Dr.  Parsons,  the  late  Bishop  of 
Peterborough,  and  finally  carried,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  Society,  who 
used  every  endeavour  to  prevent  its  adoption.  It  may,  however,  be  justly 
doubted  whether  the  period  of  five  yeara  devoted  to  an  apprenticeship  is 
really  so  objectionable  as  it  is  now  the  fashion  to  represent  it  to  be.  It  must 
be  recollected  that  the  prelate  who  first  introduced  this  clause,  and  who 
considered  it  as  a  most  indispensable  part  of  the  Bill,  was  a  man  not  only  of 
high  literary  attainments,  but  also  thoroughly  acquainted  with  mankind  ;  he 
had  for  a  long  time  been  master  of  one  of  the  colleges  at  Oxford,  and  ha4 
fully  convinced  himself  of  tlie  necessity  of  subjecting  youth  in  all  situations, 
and  for  whatever  employment  they  might  be  intended,  to  some  temporary  or- 
deal of  salutary  restraint,  during  which  they  miglit  be  taught  to  know  the  good 
effects  of  moral  and  mental  discipline.  It  may  also  be  asked,  what  is  to  pre- 
vent a  youth  so  situated  from  acquiring  all  the  elementary  parts  of  his  pro- 
fessional education,  including  botany,  tlie  materia  medica,  chemistry,  and 
even  anatomy,  during  the  five  years  of  his  probation?  a  plan  that  is,  in  fact, 
usually  enforced  by  all  liberal  practitioners,  and  the  omission  of  which  is 
highly  culpable.  It  is,  however,  only  just  to  observe,  that  the  Court  of  Ex- 
aminers have,  upon  more  occasions  than  one,  drawn  the  attention  of  both 
masters  and  apprentices  to  the  necessity  of  employing  the  period  of  appren- 
ticeship in  the  acquisition  of  professional  knowledge. 

With  respect  to  the  administration  of  the  Act,  and  the  regulations  for  me- 
dical education,  these  are  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Court  of  Examiners, 
and  it  will  be  seen,  by  a  reference  to  the  Act,  tliat  some  of  the  clauses  being 
imperative,  such  as  that  regarding  the  age  of  the  candidate,  and  the  term  of 
apprenticeship,  they  have  no  power  to  deviate  from  them;  but,  to.  assort 
that  they  do  not  admit  of  any  course  of  education  excepting  by  particular 
teachers,  or  in  particular  schools,  is  wholly  false  :  on  the  contrary,  they  have 
in  each  year  granted  certificates  of  qualification  to  several  candidates  who 
have  studied  in  foreign  sc|iools  and  universities,  and  they  have  done  so  for 
this  substantial  reason,  that  the  Act  leaves  them  (the  Court  of  Examiners) 
to  judge  as  to  what  are  the  proofs  of  a  suflicient  medical  education. 

It  isequaUy  untrue  that  tl^e  Court  hav^  limited  the  number  of  tes^ohcrs  of 
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tfc^fease/  tliat  it  ^i^  be  found  that,  i»«oiHie>^^eine  #f  tfaU  Act  of  Farlranaiit) 
aHftiRiuctioAe^  by  tlf«  ftpprofal  of  th«  Coart  4>f  BnaailMrs^Miitoviieal  ttmlMSk 
d^icM  s^ooUfiavebefite  opened  ID  MfiMhMttff^  Llvcfpodl,  BriHoi,  IMi«iiiiglMB, 
«ft^  o^er  i&rgie  towns ;  ^MkP  H.  bae  aot  Unflpc^wetiy  laipp<Bned  tiMik  yming  aieft 
UiH^  (biassed  excetlent  examibttiotiS)  wto  tiaf e  comwenced  awl  dNDplelei 
th«ir  niedieal  edmsatioii  «ti^f«iy  io  Mme  fimviiiciai  town.  All  that  tbo  Oowt 
of  EitattfiKert  kave  r^^nirod  is  ncli  toitiiioay  of  the  coafieteiioy  of  tlie  ro- 
tpective  teachers  as  they  deem  safficient,  and  they  have  never  been  satisfied 
without  the  most  ample  proofs. 

'  Respecting  the  eom potency  of  the  Ooort  ilsetf)  it  is  oidy  veoosoary  to  say 
that  t%eir  names  are  before  the  world,  and  tliey  might  trtompkaBtly  appeal 
to  the  whole  medical  proftssion  in  support  of  Iheip  profosaieaal  chmraoter, 
elffaer  eolleetivcly  or  indhridnaHyy  were  itnoccsaaiy  to  do  so;  and  by  this 
testimony  they  might  be  well  contented  to  abide,  »ligfatittg;and  despising,  as 
it  is  ^oite  evident  they  do,  the  aspersions  of  ignorance nnd  malice,  well  awnre 
that,  so  long  as  they  shall  be  compelled  to  reject  nearly  mu^^i^k  of  those 
who  ptesent  themselves  fbr  examination,  they  can  be  at  no  loss  to  aocoant  for 
having  «  muKltade  of  enemies,  and  a  coaseqaent  sacccasion  mf  misrepre- 
sentations and  slanders. 
tfvmmber  9fA.  OMICRON. 


Observalions  on  Dr.  Gbegort's  Paper  on  Constitutionai  Indpiitude  to  Cow' 
Pox. — On  reading  the  first  article  in  your  last  'Number,  I  could  not  but  feel 
surprise  at  some  of  the  questions  put  by  Dr.  Gregory  respecting  the  doctrine 
of  constitutional  inaptitude  to  cow-pox,  as  he  terms  it;  but  I  confess  my  as- 
tonishment was  not  a  little  increased,  when  I  had  got  through  the  concluding 
paragraph.  He  there  invokes  the  readers  of  your  Jonmal  to  inform  him  (if 
the^  have  had  the  means  of  knowing,)  **  what  were  the  peculiar  opinions  en- 
tertained  by  Dr.  Jbnner'^  on  this  subject?  and  adds,  that  he  had  io  vain  en- 
deavoured to  ascertain  them.  This  strikes  me  as  somewhat  strange:  I  can 
with  difficulty  persuade  myself  that  a  physician,  placed  in  Dr.  G.'s  public 
situation,  and  desirous  of  that  information  which  he  now  professes  to  seek  so 
sedolonsly,  could  have  neglected  to  search  fbr  the  opinions  of  Dr.  Jenner, 
touching  this  and  other  important  topics  in  the  history  of  cow«pQx  and  of 
small-pox,  contained  in  the  first  volume  of  the  life  and  Correspondence  of 
Dr.  Jenoer,  published  several  months  since:  therein  he  would  have  found  the 
ipstrpetion  be  requires,  and  much  more.  In  the  seventh  chapter  of  that  work 
more  especially,  he  would  have  seen  such  an  affinity  between  the  two  affec- 
tions elucidated,  if  not  fully  established,  and  that  in  entire  eot\formity  with  the 
oi^imon  <if  J>r,  Jenner,  as  mii^bt  have  satisfied  his  mind,  as  least  so  far  as  re- 
garded t|ie  opinions  of  that  illustrious  man,  who  always  considered  small-pox 
•ad  cow-pox  as  modifications  of  the  same  distemper ;  <*and  that,  in  employing 
vaccine  lymph,  he  only  made  use  of  means  to  impregnate  the  constitution  with 
the  disease  in  its  mildest,  instead  of  propagating  it  in  its  virulent  and  conta- 
gions forni,  as  is  done  when  small-pox  is  inoculated."* 

Now,  it  was  well  known  to  Dr.  Jenner  and  other  medical  men'  at  this  time, 
that  the  constitution  of  many  was  at  particular  periods  of  life,  and  of  somt 

*  See  p.  941,  Lif^  bf  Eowakd  Jeiihcb,  9i%f>»  by  Dir*  Baroii. 
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tbtrBfore^  mfiati^Hrf^i^im^^tUMi^'*  nigbt.fatrly  bepMdioitedof  co«hpoc» 
iii4e]^cwimlly  •f  ^liwUvMlQilt  or'Qolleefive  wqitaeaee  as. to  the  foslity. 
Iddmlr  it  If  pe«ff»;frQiii  ao^fii  |»Miago»  in  tba  whA;  JMt  refeircd  to,,  tluit 
Dr.  Jenoer  waft  ao  liiUy<eOiMftMe4  of  tb«-iiffioity  botween,  or  rather  of  the 
ideatity  of^  onalNpoftaad  €ow«|h»  McoiMtitating  mu  rfittfawr,  that  |ie  thought 
itiwaaoKihle.tD  tapeol  that  the  aame  geaeml  laaw  thould  got  era  jbotb  ai^c* 
liontj'Dat  merely  with  aegard  ie  tbtir  pnoi^lactiQ  powera^  but.ia  lamsr 
#tiier  mpiecti. 

Having  thus  ^hown  that  Dr.  Jenner't  opiaioiit  have  beea  before  the  public 
for  sereiraLBiODtiii  in  an  anthentic  fofm,  Ln»st  again  iospreia  aqr^nrpctBO  that 
theyaboald  have  rcaained  ttU  this.henr  nakiiom  to  one  who  bMB  thehigyiy 
responsible  office  of  physician  to  the  Small-Pox  aad  Vaocimien  Hospital  ui 
lottdoa.  H  cannot  have  arisen  from  a  wast  eitfaier  of  interest  •or  atientioa 
that  he  baa  not  even  adverted  to  the  wierk  already  flaentiomed  ;  and  yet  each 
iathe  caae«  In  fact^tbe  recorded  doctrinea  of  Jenner^  (for. they  are  morf 
ttmn  mere  opinions,)  the  history  of  variola,  and  of  the  vatiokn  vaccinia^  brought 
for  ward  so  clearly  in  support  of  thoae  doetriues,  together  with  tbe  atroog  and 
weighty  arguments  adduced  by  Dr.  Jentier's  biographer,  particnlnrly  in  hia 
fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  chapters,  seem  either  not  to  havemet  the  eyeef  Dr« 
Gregory,  Of,  if  they  have,  not  to  have  made  any  impression  on  hia  memoiy. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  attention  dee  to  matters  of  snch  high  import, 
whether  we  look  to  the  health  and  safety  of  the  exi&tiog  or  of  fntnre  genera^ 
lions,  has  not  been  sufficiently  directed  to  this  usefol  and  in&tnictive  worJu 
It  presents  to  tbe  statesman  admirable  lessons,  drawn  from  historical  research 
and  practical  experience,  for  protecting  tbe  community  from  a  most  destruc- 
tive plague;  whilst  to  the  medical  man  it  opens  clearer  views  than  he  ever 
before  enjoyed  of  the  nature  and  modus  opei-andi  of  the  great  and  almost  mira- 
culous antidote. 

CheUenham;  Nor.l9thflH37.  MEDICUS. 


p£ivper Lunaticn, — ^The  following  notice,  evidently  published  by  authority, 
lately  appeared  in  the  Times,  being  intended  as  an  answer. to  the  attack  made 
by  Mr.  Sergeant  Pbli.  on  the  College  of  Physicians,  with  regard  to  their  ju« 
risdietion  over  mad-houses. 

TO  MR.  SERGEANT  PBLL. 

Sir, — In  a  speech  whicli  is  reported  in  the  morning  papers  to  have  been 
made  by  you  yesterday,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Middlesex  magistrates,  you  ani- 
madvert on  what  you  are  pleased  to  term  *'  an  extraotdinary  opinion'*  enter- 
tained by  the  College  of  Physic ians,-> viz.  that  the  commissioners  have  no 
j)ower  to  refuse  a.  licence ;  and  I  think  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  you  to  lear% 
that,  if  therein  tbey  are  in  error,  they  err  with  the  late  Sir  Vicary  Gibbs,  to 
whose  opinion  the  members  of  his  own  profession,  and  the  community  at 
large,  were  heretofore  accustomed  to  attach  some  little  weight  and  authority^ 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  his  opinion : — 

<'  The  Opinion  <|f  Sir  F.  Gibbs,  Aiiomey-Generaiy  as  to  the  Power  of  rrfusing 
Licences, — It  appears  to  me  that  the  14th  Geo.  III.  c.  49,  which  is  made  per- 
petual by  26th .Geo.  III.  c.  91,  leaves  no  discretion  in  the  commissioners  or 
the  magifitraJtet  u^^on  the|;rauti9g  of  licenceA*    They  must  grant  them  to  all 
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who  apply^  thoDgb  they  may  Imve  ofitnded  against  tbe  Act,  and  even  beeo- 
convicted  of  sach  offences.  The  object  of  the  legislature  in  requiring  the 
licences,  was  to  bring  all  who  kept  houses  of  this  description  under  public 
notice,  and  to  subject  them  at  all  times  to  infection. 

(Signed)  "  V.  Gibbs.** 

*•  L,  JL,  Nov.  29,  1810.*' 

Whatever,  sir,  be  tbo  legal  interpretation  concerning  the  right  to  interfere 
with  parish  paupers^  I  think  you  mpst  be  sufficiently  aware,  from  a  perusal  of 
the  evidence  yon  quote,  that  the  commissioners  have  never  been  wanting  ip.a 
watclifnl  attention  to  the  state  of  those  unfortunate  beings  :  that'  evidence 
contains  repeated  cases  of  interference  with  parish  officers,  qi|  behalf  of 
panper  lunatics,  and  the  minute-books  of  the  commissioners  abound  with  in- 
stances of  the  like  interposition. 

When  yon  say  that  **  if  the  legislature  had  not  given  the  College  the  power 
to  withdraw  licences,  they  ought  to  have  done  eo,*'  to  whom  would  you  im- 
pute blame  ?  Not  to  the  College,  surely,  who  at  various  periods  have  devo|ed 
much  time  and  trouble  to  a  complete  revision  of  the  present  Act,  and  had 
every  reason  to  expect  that,  long  ago,  the  legislature  would  have  sanctioned 
an  improved  Bill,  which,  after  much  consideration,  and  many  conferences  with 
the  late  Mr.  George  Rose,  was  carefully  drawn  up  by  Mr.  W.  Harrison.  This 
Bill  was  rejected  by  one  branch  of  the  legislature;  but  assurances  were  after- 
wards given  by  the  highest  legal  authority,  that  an  enactment,  in  which  ev^ry 
objection  should  be  provided  against,  would  be  framed  without  delay*  Is  it, 
then,  fair  or  candid  to  reproach  the  College  of  Physicians  with  a  delay,  of 
which  assuredly  they  are  not  in  any  degree  the  cause? 

Did  not  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  report  in  ldld>  '^  that 
some  new  provision  of  law  is  indispensably  necessary?"  and  are  those  whose 
only  business  it  is  to  carry  such  improved  law  into  effect  to>e  censured  be- 
cause it  is  not  yet  in  existence?  With  means  confessedly  inadequate,  I  con- 
tend that  much  has  been  done  to  better  the  condition  of  lunatics. 

KecoUect  only  what  was  the  state  of  those  receptacles  of  misery  before  the 
commissioners'  visitations  were  enforced :  the  most  culpable  facilities  of 
admissioB, — the  grossest  neglect  after  admission,— foul  air,  scanty  food, — to 
say  nothing  of  the  substitution  of  chains  for  personal  attendants.  Although 
the  Act,  for  reasons  best  known  to  those  who  framed  it,  has  excepted  the 
names  of  paupers  from  being  returned  to  the  commissiooei-s,  the  eye  of 
watcbAilness  and  pity  never  failed  to  be  turned  towards  these  wretched  be- 
ings; and  the  result  has  been  greater  care,  larger  space,  better  ventilation,  a 
more  complete  separation  of  the  sexes,  and  a  much  milder  mode  of  restraint,- 

I  do  uot  venture  to  impugn  the  motives,  or  to  question  the  benevolence,  of 
those  who  have  so  strenuously  advocated  the  erection  of  a  county  asylum ;  but 
I  do  think  myself  fully  warranted  in  repelling  that  obloquy  so  ui\iustly  thrown 
on  the  commissioners,  and  in  asserting,  with  confidence,  that  as  much  has  been 
clone  by  the  College  of  Physicians  to  improve  the  condition  of  these  bouses  as 
it  was  possible  for  any  body  of  men  to  do  with  the  very  limited  powers  con- 
fided to  them. 

lam,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Nov.  16.  M.  D. 

The  first  part  of  this  statement  is  perfectly  satisfactolry,  and  clearly  proves 
the  Very  limKed  powers  of  the  commissioners ;  the  second  part  seenifi  to 
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us  to  claiifi  the  merit  of  having  done  thUt  ^htcli  Hie  pitrport  of  the  dociiinent 
is  to  prove  they  had  not  the  power  to  clo! 


List  of  the  New  Fellows  and  Licentiates  of  the  College  of  Phystdans.'-'FeX- 
lows:  Dr.  Francis  Bisset  Hawkins,  Golden-sqnare  ;  Dr.  tVilliam  Rabtngton, 
Aldermanbiiry ;  Dr.  Richard  Formby,  liverpool;  Dr.  George  Frcckleton, 
Manchester;  and  Dr.  Edward. Seymour, Oeorge-sireet,  Hanover-sqnare. 

Licentiates:  Dr.  Francis  Henry  Ramsbotham,  New  Broad-street;  Dr. 
Francis  Le  Mann,  Montagne-streot,  Portnian-sqnare ;  Dr.  Charles  Wilfard 
Thomas;  Dr.  William  Byam  Wilmot;  Dr.  John  Barclay  Sheil,  St.  Jamefl^- 
street;  Dr.  Henry  Riley,  Great  Ormond-street ;  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  Keppel- 
street;  Dr.  Charles  Maximillian  Kmd,  West-street,  Finsbury  Circns ;  and  Dr. 
David  Barry. 

In  1826,  seventeen  physicians  became  Licentiates :  in  1827,  only  nine.— 
Let  the  College  look  to  the  signs  of  the  times. 
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R.  T.  Gore,  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London.  Id  two 
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Monopoly  in  favor  of  the  Graduates  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge.  By  Henry 
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'  A  Treatise  on  the  Cutaneous  Diseases  incidental  to  Childhood :  compre- 
hending their  Origin,  Nature,  Treatment,  and  Prevention.  By  Waiter  C 
Dbndy,  Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  for  Children,  &c.&c«— 8vo«  pfK  389^ 
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— 'i'be  plate*  are  done  on  iloae,  afld  astonithingly  well  for  the  price  (.la.  6d,> 
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Storbu,  Dr.  on  the  cure  of  Erysipelas  by  Lunar  Caos^ic 

Taylor,  Mr.  his  case  of  Stricture  of  tlie  CEsopbagus      . 

TEEVAN,4ir.  on  Arsenic  in  Ague  *  . 

Thomas^  Mr.  notice  of  his  Hunterian  Oration- 

TooGooi),  Mr.  his  cases  of  Resuscitation  oi^Stm-Doni  Children 

Travers,  Mr.  on  Diseased  and  Wonnded  Arteries 

Tyrrell,  Mr.  hiii  case  of  Hertfta -• 

Varlej^  Dr.  on  Purulent  Ophthalmia      ^  .  . 

Wadd,  Mr.  extracts  from  bis  Makims  and  Memoirs     '•r  . 

Wallace,  Mr.  on  MOxa  (analysed) 

Ware,  Mr.  his  case  of  Fungous  Haematodes  of  the  Eye 

Wheatstone,  Mr.  %\^  Experiments  on  kearing 

Williams,  Mr.  his  case  of  Laceration  of^e  Peilneiini 

—  on  administering  Food  to  Insane  Pefsons 

Wick  HAM,  Mr.  his  case  of  Intestinal  Calculus 
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